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buses carry more than 26,000,000 K-12 stu-
dents to and from school;

Whereas school buses comprise the largest
mass transportation fleet in the TUnited
States;

Whereas, in an average year, 48 percent of
all K-12 students ride a school bus for each of
the 180 school days in a year, and school bus
operators drive school buses a total of nearly
4,400,000,000 miles;

Whereas the Child Safety Network (re-
ferred to in this preamble as the ‘“‘CSN”),
which is celebrating 32 years of public serv-
ice in the United States, supports the CSN
Safe Bus campaign, which is designed to pro-
vide the school bus industry with driver
training, the latest technology, and free
safety and security resources;

Whereas the designation of School Bus
Safety Month will allow broadcast and dig-
ital media and social networking industries
to commit to disseminating public service
announcements that are produced to—

(1) provide free resources designed to safe-
guard children;

(2) recognize school bus operators and pro-
fessionals; and

(3) encourage the driving public to engage
in safer driving behavior near school buses
when students board and disembark from
school buses;

Whereas key leaders who deserve recogni-
tion during School Bus Safety Month and be-
yond have—

(1) provided security awareness training
materials to more than 14,000 public and pri-
vate schools;

(2) trained more than 116,800 school bus op-
erators; and

(3) provided more than 163,120 counterter-
rorism guides to individuals who are key to
providing both safety and security for chil-
dren in the United States; and

Whereas School Bus Safety Month offers
the Senate and the people of the United
States an opportunity to recognize and
thank the school bus operators and the pro-
fessionals focused on school bus safety and
security in the United States: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate designates Sep-
tember 2021 as ‘‘School Bus Safety Month.

—
SENATE RESOLUTION  364—SUP-
PORTING THE DESIGNATION OF
SEPTEMBER 17, 2021, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL PHYSICIAN SUICIDE
AWARENESS DAY” TO RAISE

AWARENESS OF, AND PROMOTE
A NATIONAL DISCUSSION ABOUT,
PHYSICIAN SUICIDE AND TO RE-
DUCE THE STIGMA OF MENTAL
HEALTH ISSUES

Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Mr.
KAINE, and Mr. REED) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions:

S. RES. 364

Whereas, prior to the Coronavirus Disease
2019 (COVID-19) pandemic, numerous health
care workers suffered from work-related
burnout and depression;

Whereas physicians work under intense
pressure and are exposed to trauma on the
job;

Whereas the suicide rate among—

(1) male physicians is 1.41 times higher
than the general male population; and

(2) female physicians is even more pro-
nounced, being 2.27 times higher than the
general female population;

Whereas physicians, nurses, and allied
health providers serving on the frontlines of
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the COVID-19 pandemic are under a criti-
cally high degree of stress and burnout;

Whereas shortages of personal protective
equipment, difficult working conditions, bur-
densome administrative tasks, long hours,
grief over losing patients, and watching the
families of patients suffer added a layer of
extreme stress for many frontline workers;

Whereas mental health and physical health
are equally important components of overall
health;

Whereas there are structural barriers in
place that discourage self-care and mental
health help-seeking behaviors among physi-
cians; and

Whereas a day of public awareness and edu-
cation campaigns to shine a light on the
tragedy of physician suicide is held on Sep-
tember 17 each year: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals of National Physi-
cian Suicide Awareness Day to bring na-
tional attention to the mental health crisis
affecting physicians in the United States;

(2) dedicates a day of reflection to honor
the memory of physicians who have died by
suicide;

(3) recognizes the need for greater research
into understanding and addressing the issue
of physician suicide, including the barriers
to treatment, help-seeking behaviors to ad-
dress burnout, and mental care options to
prevent physician suicide; and

(4) encourages the President to issue a
proclamation calling on the people of the
United States to observe National Physician
Suicide Awareness Day with appropriate
awareness and educational activities.

——————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 3827. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN) proposed an amendment to the bill S.
273, to improve the management of driftnet
fishing.

SA 3828. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. MURPHY)
proposed an amendment to the resolution S.
Res. 339, expressing support for the designa-
tion of September 25, 2021, as ‘‘National
Ataxia Awareness Day’’, and raising aware-
ness of ataxia, ataxia research, and the
search for a cure.

————————

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 3827. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs.
FEINSTEIN) proposed an amendment to
the bill S. 273, to improve the manage-
ment of driftnet fishing; as follows:

In section 6(b), strike ¢, without appropria-
tion or fiscal year limitation,”.

At the end of section 6, add the following:

(¢) LIMITATION ON COLLECTION AND AVAIL-
ABILITY.—Fees shall be collected and avail-
able pursuant to this section only to the ex-
tent and in such amounts as provided in ad-
vance in appropriations Acts, subject to sub-
section (d).

(d) FEE COLLECTED DURING START-UP PE-
RIOD.—Notwithstanding subsection (c), fees
may be collected through the date of enact-
ment of an Act making appropriations for
the activities authorized under this Act
through September 30, 2022, and shall be
available for obligation and remain available
until expended.

SA 3828. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr.
MURPHY) proposed an amendment to
the resolution S. Res. 339, expressing
support for the designation of Sep-
tember 25, 2021, as ‘‘National Ataxia
Awareness Day’’, and raising awareness
of ataxia, ataxia research, and the
search for a cure; as follows:
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In the fifth whereas clause of the preamble,
insert ‘““in the United States’ after “individ-
uals’.

—————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mrs. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I
have 5 requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, September 14, 2021, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 14, 2021, at 10 a.m., to conduct a
hearing.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Tuesday, September 14,
2021, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing
on nominations.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, September
14, 2021, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing
on nominations.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
September 14, 2021, at 2:30 p.m., to con-
duct a hearing.

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 15, 2021

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 11 a.m., Wednesday, Sep-
tember 15; that following the prayer
and the pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; that upon the conclu-
sion of morning business, the Senate
proceed to executive session to resume
consideration of the Strickland nomi-
nation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

e —
ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-

fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
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previous order, following the remarks
of Senator LANKFORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Oklahoma.

CORONAVIRUS

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, last
week, President Biden announced that
he had lost patience with the American
people and that he was demanding peo-
ple get a vaccination.

Now, I have had the vaccine. I am
grateful for the vaccine. But it is an
entirely different issue for the Presi-
dent of the United States to wag his
finger at the American people and to
say: I know what you have chosen, but
I choose something different, and you
are going to follow me.

To literally instruct every employer
with 100 employees or more, every Fed-
eral contractor, every Federal em-
ployee to bend to the will of the Presi-
dent and take this injection, that is a
very different thing.

There are over 39 million Americans
right now, that we know of, that have
already had COVID-19, have survived
it, and have natural immunity. The
President’s demand for a vaccine ig-
nored those almost 40 million Ameri-
cans that already have natural immu-
nity. His demand was: I know you have
natural immunity. I want you to get
this vaccine as well.

It ignores cancer survivors who are
very, very careful about what goes into
their system. It ignores people with re-
ligious objections, and there are mil-
lions who have religious objections. It
ignores individuals who just don’t want
to do it because they are an American
and they don’t have to and they do not
like to have a Federal Government in-
structing them what they are going to
actually put in their body.

Now, ironically, this was a random
selection of companies that have 100
employees and up, so I assume that if
you have 99 employees, you are all fine,
but if you have 100 employees, it is to-
tally different. There seems to be no
accounting for where your employees
work. Are your employees all tightly
packed, all 100 in one small room, or
are your employees all working out-
side? Do you have 100 employees, but
they are in 19 different locations?

There seems to be no accommodation
for any of those. It is just the Presi-
dent saying: I have lost patience. You
need to go get the vaccine imme-
diately.

So, by Thanksgiving, he is planning
on laying this vaccine mandate down
on the country. There are multiple
problems there, as I have already out-
lined: the 40 million people who have
already survived COVID and don’t want
to do the vaccine, the individuals in
different medical treatments, the indi-
viduals with different other religious
issues that they have.

But it is also an issue of trying to
have a mandate come down from the
Federal Government with an Executive
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order. That is not how our system
works. The President of the United
States does not have the ability to be
able to just demand behavior from the
American people. That is not their
role.

It has been interesting to me. I have
had several people who have reached
out to me and said: I found out that the
President’s order exempts Congress. So
how come you get an exemption and I
don’t?

I quickly responded back to them:
Because we are a coequal branch of
government, and the President is try-
ing to find everybody under his pur-
view to be able to do this. But the judi-
cial branch and the legislative branch
aren’t under his purview. Neither
should be the American people because
the American people do not work for
the President of the United States. And
companies of 100 people or more, their
chief executive, their leadership does
not work for the President of the
United States.

So now what? There are lawsuits that
are pending, but those lawsuits can’t
move forward until the actual paper-
work comes out from the White House.
When the actual paperwork comes out
in the next couple of weeks, we as-
sume—we have not been told—then
they will have what is called standing
in the courts, and litigation from
across the country will be able to
speak into and Federal judges across
the country will be able to move on an
injunction on this out-of-control man-
date and to be able to say they cannot
just compel people to be able to go
take a shot because the President
wants them to get it.

So that will be the first big step.
There will be legislative challenges
that will come through this body. They
are slower, so the Federal courts are
the fastest response to this. But there
will be multiple other groups that will
push back on this, myself included.

Listen, why would we not respect
those individuals who have already had
COVID-19? According to an article that
is in the Wall Street Journal just
today, there was a study out of Israel
that shows that the immunity from
natural immunity is 27 times more ef-
fective than the shot—27 times, accord-
ing to the study that has just recently
come out.

To ignore that and to say that is not
enough is absurd—or to compel Ameri-
cans, whether they have had COVID or
not, to be able to have a behavior just
because the President has ‘‘lost pa-
tience” is not who we are as Ameri-
cans. It is not constitutional. It will
not stand in the courts and should not
stand. We should push back on this.

———
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWNS

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, you
are very aware because in the com-
mittee that we both sit on, we have
worked through a process of trying to
form an answer to a problem that is
coming at us again in 2 weeks.
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Two weeks from now, we will hit the
end of the fiscal year. At the end of the
fiscal year, according to the Budget
Act of 1974, we should have already
passed 12 appropriations bills out of
this body, 12 appropriations bills out of
the House, have conferenced those two
bills, sent it to the White House for a
signature. That is the instructions that
should be done by the end of the fiscal
year.

The problem with that is the Senate
has not passed a single one of those ap-
propriations bills even out of com-
mittee—not one. So our government is
not funded 2 weeks from now, which
means the countdown clock will begin
again toward when we are headed to
another government shutdown, and the
conversation will be: Are we going to
have another government shutdown?
Are we going to be open? What is going
to happen to Federal workers?

Agencies across Washington, DC, and
across the country will shortly get in-
structions for here is what to do in
case of a shutdown in your Agency.
Here is who, of employees, would be
nonessential, what needs to happen to
them; essential, what needs to happen
to them.

And the chaos will begin in all these
Agencies because 2 weeks from now we
are headed toward the end of the fiscal
year and not a single appropriations
bill, of the 12, has been taken up in
committee. Not one of them is even
scheduled even to be debated on the
floor of the Senate. We will not have
appropriations bills done 2 weeks from
now. It is not going to happen.

So here are the alternatives: There
will be what is called a short-term con-
tinuing resolution of some length or we
will have a shutdown 2 weeks from
now.

For the past 3 years, Senator MAGGIE
HASSAN and I have proposed a very
straightforward solution to end the
threat of government shutdowns. Our
straightforward proposal to stop gov-
ernment shutdowns is a simple way to
be able to solve this issue. If we get to
the end of the fiscal year, September
30, midnight, and we have not finished
the work that needs to be done on
those 12 appropriations bills, automati-
cally a continuing resolution will kick
in to prevent a government shutdown.
But starting the very next day, Octo-
ber 1, the Senate and the House have
mandatory quorum calls every single
day until we finish the 12 appropria-
tions bills. We stay here to be able to
finish our work. But the work has to be
done.

Why is that important? Because Fed-
eral Agencies shouldn’t constantly be
worried about another government
shutdown, and the American people
should be able to interact with their
own government. Now, all of us know
the government actually doesn’t shut
down, but it moves into shutdown
mode. Some people have to show up for
work; some people do not. But every-
one is paid. Some people can get access
to a permit when they contact their
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