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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 372—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING 
SEPTEMBER 13, 2021, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL HISPANIC-SERVING IN-
STITUTIONS WEEK’’ 

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
CORNYN, Mr. BENNET, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
BRAUN, Mr. BROWN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. 
CASEY, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. CRUZ, 
Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. HAGERTY, Mr. HEINRICH, 
Mr. KAINE, Mr. KELLY, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. LUJÁN, Mr. 
PADILLA, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. 
SCOTT of Florida, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and 
Mr. WYDEN) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 372 

Whereas Hispanic-Serving Institutions are 
degree-granting institutions that have a full- 
time equivalent undergraduate enrollment of 
at least 25 percent Hispanic students; 

Whereas Hispanic-Serving Institutions 
play an important role in educating many 
underserved students and helping those stu-
dents attain their full potential by creating 
opportunities and increasing access to higher 
education; 

Whereas 569 Hispanic-Serving Institutions 
operate in the United States; 

Whereas Hispanic-Serving Institutions rep-
resent 17 percent of all nonprofit institutions 
of higher education, yet serve 27.9 percent of 
all students and 67 percent of all Hispanic 
students, enrolling 2,340,000 Hispanic stu-
dents; 

Whereas the number of ‘‘emerging His-
panic-Serving Institutions’’, defined as insti-
tutions that do not yet meet the threshold of 
25 percent Hispanic full-time equivalent en-
rollment but serve a Hispanic student popu-
lation of between 15 and 24.9 percent, stands 
at 362 institutions operating in 38 States and 
Puerto Rico; 

Whereas Hispanic-Serving Institutions are 
located in 28 States, the District of Colum-
bia, and Puerto Rico; 

Whereas Hispanic-Serving Institutions are 
actively involved in empowering and improv-
ing the communities in which the institu-
tions are located. 

Whereas 9 of the top 10 colleges and univer-
sities ranked by the Social Mobility Index 
are Hispanic-Serving Institutions; 

Whereas Hispanic-Serving Institutions are 
leading efforts to increase Hispanic partici-
pation in science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics (commonly referred to as 
‘‘STEM’’); 

Whereas Hispanic-Serving Institutions are 
engines of economic mobility and a major 
contributor to the economic prosperity of 
the United States; 

Whereas, of the institutions of higher edu-
cation ranked by Opportunity Insights based 
on the economic mobility of the graduates of 
those institutions, 6 of the top 10 institu-
tions, including the top-ranked institution, 
are Hispanic-Serving Institutions; 

Whereas celebrating the vast contributions 
of Hispanic-Serving Institutions to the 
United States strengthens the culture of the 
United States; and 

Whereas the achievements and goals of 
Hispanic-Serving Institutions deserve na-
tional recognition: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the achievements and goals 

of Hispanic-Serving Institutions across the 
United States and in Puerto Rico; 

(2) designates the week beginning Sep-
tember 13, 2021, as ‘‘National Hispanic-Serv-
ing Institutions Week’’; and 

(3) calls on the people of the United States 
and interested groups to observe the week 
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and 
programs to demonstrate support for His-
panic-Serving Institutions. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 373—MARK-
ING THE 4-YEAR ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE DEVASTATION OF PUER-
TO RICO AND THE UNITED 
STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS BY 
HURRICANE MARIA 
Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 

SCHUMER, Mr. BENNET, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BROWN, 
Mr. CASEY, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
MURPHY, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. SANDERS, 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. WARREN, and Mr. 
WYDEN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources: 

S. RES. 373 

Whereas, on September 20, 2017, Hurricane 
Maria made landfall in Puerto Rico; 

Whereas Puerto Rico and the United 
States Virgin Islands were still recovering 
from a direct hit by Hurricane Irma when 
Hurricane Maria made landfall just 14 days 
later; 

Whereas, on September 20, 2021, the people 
of Puerto Rico and the United States Virgin 
Islands living on the islands, as well as those 
living in the mainland United States, will 
commemorate the 4-year anniversary of Hur-
ricane Maria; 

Whereas, after the Great Galveston Hurri-
cane of 1900, Hurricane Maria is the second 
deadliest storm recorded in United States 
history; 

Whereas the people of Puerto Rico and the 
United States Virgin Islands living in both 
the mainland United States and on the is-
lands of Puerto Rico and the United States 
Virgin Islands have shown an incredible and 
resilient spirit in rebuilding after their 
record losses; 

Whereas Puerto Rico faced one of the long-
est blackouts in United States history, dur-
ing which millions of residents were left 
without power and basic services for nearly a 
year, triggering crises of physical and men-
tal health, migration, housing, and infra-
structure; 

Whereas, 4 years since Hurricane Maria 
made landfall in Puerto Rico, the electrical 
grid in Puerto Rico remains unreliable, leav-
ing millions of people without a secure 
source of power as they suffer intermittent 
brownouts and blackouts; 

Whereas, due to the impacts of Hurricanes 
Maria and Irma, thousands of people in Puer-
to Rico and the United States Virgin Islands 
still have blue tarps over their roofs; 

Whereas, as a result of Hurricane Maria, 
hundreds of thousands of Puerto Ricans were 
uprooted, and some Puerto Ricans have relo-
cated to the mainland United States; 

Whereas, due to unaddressed damage to 
homes in Puerto Rico, hundreds of Puerto 
Ricans displaced by Hurricane Maria con-
tinue to need housing assistance from the 
territorial government and the Federal Gov-
ernment; 

Whereas the economic health of Puerto 
Rico continues to waiver as the preexisting 
debt crisis was exacerbated by the impact of 
Hurricane Maria; 

Whereas Hurricane Maria is the third most 
costly tropical cyclone in United States his-

tory, with damages estimated at 
$98,100,000,000; 

Whereas the Federal Government has allo-
cated approximately $71,000,000,000 in dis-
aster-relief funding to help the people of 
Puerto Rico and the United States Virgin Is-
lands rebuild from other disasters that have 
impacted the islands since Hurricane Maria; 

Whereas, in Puerto Rico, the official death 
toll from Hurricane Maria stands at 2,975 vic-
tims, although some academic estimates 
place the toll at 4,645; 

Whereas many of the underlying 
vulnerabilities contributing to the massive 
death toll in Puerto Rico are still present, 
including an underfunded healthcare system 
and a shortage of medical physicians and 
specialists; 

Whereas the residents of Vieques, Puerto 
Rico, which number more than 8,000, lost the 
primary hospital and do not have an ade-
quate and comprehensive healthcare facility; 

Whereas, in a September 2020 report, the 
Office of the Inspector General of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security found that the 
Federal Emergency and Management Agency 
(in this preamble referred to as ‘‘FEMA’’) 
mismanaged the distribution of commodities 
in response to Hurricanes Irma and Maria in 
Puerto Rico; 

Whereas FEMA lost visibility of approxi-
mately 38 percent of its commodity ship-
ments to Puerto Rico, worth an estimated 
$257,000,000; 

Whereas, in an April 2021 report, the Office 
of the Inspector General of the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development found 
that the administration of President Donald 
Trump created bureaucratic hurdles that de-
layed approximately $20,000,000,000 in hurri-
cane disaster recovery and mitigation funds 
to Puerto Rico; 

Whereas Puerto Rico and the United 
States Virgin Islands continue to battle with 
climate change, which has intensified trop-
ical cyclones, rising temperatures, coastal 
erosion, droughts, and flash floods, among 
other climate events; 

Whereas Puerto Rico continues to address 
and respond to other disasters, including the 
earthquakes of 2020 and the COVID–19 pan-
demic; and 

Whereas millions of Puerto Ricans and Vir-
gin Islanders still grapple with the physical, 
emotional, and economic damages caused by 
Hurricanes Maria and Irma: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) remains steadfast in its commitment to 

the people of Puerto Rico and the United 
States Virgin Islands to assist in restoring 
the islands to their full potential; and 

(2) resolutely assures that it will not aban-
don the plight of— 

(A) the millions of citizens of the United 
States living in Puerto Rico and the United 
States Virgin Islands; and 

(B) the citizens of the United States who 
have relocated from Puerto Rico and the 
United States Virgin Islands to the mainland 
United States in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Maria. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 374—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF SEP-
TEMBER 19 THROUGH SEP-
TEMBER 25, 2021, AS ‘‘NATIONAL 
ESTUARIES WEEK’’ 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mr. 

MARKEY, Mr. WARNER, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
KING, Mr. COONS, Mr. REED, Ms. HAS-
SAN, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. KAINE, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Ms. HIRONO, Mrs. SHAHEEN, 
Mr. CARDIN, Ms. BALDWIN, and Mr. 
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WYDEN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 374 

Whereas estuary regions cover only 13 per-
cent of the land area in the continental 
United States but contain nearly 43 percent 
of the population, 40 percent of the jobs, and 
nearly 50 percent of the economic output of 
the United States; 

Whereas the oceans, estuaries, and Great 
Lakes of the United States continue to fuel 
economic growth across the United States, 
which is evidenced by the fact that, by 2016— 

(1) employment levels in economic sectors 
relating to oceans and estuaries had in-
creased by 14.5 percent from employment 
levels in those sectors in 2007, before the 
Great Recession; and 

(2) the average employment level of the en-
tire economy of the United States had in-
creased by 4.8 percent from that employment 
level in 2007, before the Great Recession; 

Whereas, between 2015 and 2016, economic 
sectors relating to estuaries, oceans, and 
Great Lakes in the United States— 

(1) created 85,000 new jobs; 
(2) employed 3,300,000 individuals; and 
(3) contributed $124,000,000,000 to the gross 

domestic product of the United States; 
Whereas, by 2018, the ocean economy sup-

ported 2,300,000 jobs in the United States, and 
the compensation paid to employees in such 
sector was $161,900,000,000; 

Whereas the commercial and recreational 
fishing industries support more than 1,740,000 
jobs in the United States; 

Whereas, in 2017— 
(1) commercial and recreational saltwater 

fishing in the United States generated more 
than $244,000,000,000 in sales and contributed 
$110,700,000,000 to the gross domestic product 
of the United States; 

(2) angler trip expenditures totaled nearly 
$10,500,000,000; and 

(3) saltwater recreational fishing supported 
487,000 jobs, generated $73,800,000,000 in sales 
across the United States, and contributed 
$41,500,000,000 to the gross domestic product 
of the United States; 

Whereas estuaries provide vital habitats 
for— 

(1) countless species of fish and wildlife, in-
cluding more than 68 percent of the commer-
cial fish catch in the United States by value 
and 80 percent of the recreational fish catch 
in the United States by weight; and 

(2) many species that are listed as threat-
ened or endangered species; 

Whereas estuaries provide critical eco-
system services that protect human health 
and public safety, including water filtration, 
flood control, shoreline stabilization, erosion 
prevention, and the protection of coastal 
communities during hurricanes, storms, and 
other extreme weather events; 

Whereas, by the 1980s, the United States 
had already lost more than 50 percent of the 
wetlands that existed in the original 13 colo-
nies; 

Whereas some bays in the United States 
that were once filled with fish and oysters 
have become dead zones filled with excess 
nutrients, chemical waste, and marine de-
bris; 

Whereas harmful algal blooms are hurting 
fish, wildlife, and human health and are 
causing serious ecological and economic 
harm to some estuaries; 

Whereas changes in sea levels can affect 
estuarine water quality and estuarine habi-
tats; 

Whereas section 320 of the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1330) (com-
monly known as the ‘‘Clean Water Act’’) au-
thorizes the development of comprehensive 
conservation and management plans to en-

sure that the designated uses of estuaries are 
protected and to restore and maintain— 

(1) the chemical, physical, and biological 
integrity of estuaries; 

(2) water quality; 
(3) a balanced indigenous population of 

shellfish, fish, and wildlife; and 
(4) recreational activities in estuaries; 
Whereas the Coastal Zone Management 

Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1451 et seq.) provides 
that the policy of the United States is to 
preserve, protect, develop, and, if possible, 
restore or enhance the resources of the 
coastal zone of the United States, including 
estuaries, for current and future generations; 

Whereas 29 coastal and Great Lakes States 
and territories of the United States operate 
or contain a National Estuary Program or a 
National Estuarine Research Reserve; 

Whereas scientific study leads to a better 
understanding of the benefits of estuaries to 
human and ecological communities; 

Whereas the Federal Government, State, 
local, and Tribal governments, national and 
community organizations, and individuals 
work together to effectively manage the es-
tuaries of the United States; 

Whereas estuary restoration efforts restore 
natural infrastructure in local communities 
in a cost-effective manner, helping to create 
jobs and reestablish the natural functions of 
estuaries that yield countless benefits; and 

Whereas the week of September 19 through 
September 25, 2021, is recognized as ‘‘Na-
tional Estuaries Week’’ to increase aware-
ness among all people of the United States, 
including Federal Government and State, 
local, and Tribal government officials, about 
the importance of healthy estuaries and the 
need to protect and restore estuaries: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week of September 19 

through September 25, 2021, as ‘‘National Es-
tuaries Week’’; 

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Estuaries Week; 

(3) acknowledges the importance of estu-
aries to sustaining employment in the 
United States and the economic well-being 
and prosperity of the United States; 

(4) recognizes that persistent threats un-
dermine the health of estuaries; 

(5) applauds the work of national and com-
munity organizations and public partners 
that promote public awareness, under-
standing, protection, and restoration of estu-
aries; 

(6) supports the scientific study, preserva-
tion, protection, and restoration of estu-
aries; and 

(7) expresses the intent of the Senate to 
continue working to understand, protect, 
and restore the estuaries of the United 
States. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 375—SUP-
PORTING EFFORTS TO 
STRENGTHEN PROTECTION , AS-
SISTANCE, AND SOLUTIONS FOR 
VENEZUELAN WOMEN AND CHIL-
DREN 
Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 

RUBIO, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. 
KAINE, and Mr. CASSIDY) submitted the 
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations: 

S. RES. 375 

Whereas the Venezuelan refugee and mi-
gration crisis represents the largest recorded 
displacement crisis in the Western Hemi-
sphere, with over 5,400,000 Venezuelans dis-
placed outside of their home country as of 
November 2020; 

Whereas one-third of Venezuelans are food 
insecure, with the greatest impacts on chil-
dren, pregnant women, and the elderly, ac-
cording to the World Food Program; 

Whereas femicides in Venezuela have in-
creased significantly in recent years due to 
rises in criminal violence, intimate partner 
violence, human trafficking, endemic corrup-
tion, and lack of accountability for criminal 
offenses; 

Whereas the dire state of Venezuela’s pub-
lic health system, including extremely high 
maternal and infant mortality rates, has 
compelled women and girls to flee the coun-
try to give birth; 

Whereas a 2019 report from the United Na-
tions Population Fund stated that 95 in 
every 1,000 births in Venezuela from 2003 to 
2018 were to mothers aged 15 to 19; 

Whereas women and girls fleeing Ven-
ezuela face grave threats of sexual violence, 
exploitation, and trafficking by armed 
groups operating in border regions, such as 
the Ejército de Liberación Nacional (ELN). 

Whereas, after fleeing the horrors in Ven-
ezuela, Venezuelan refugees and migrants 
face additional challenges, including lack of 
access to safe shelter, jobs, documentation, 
healthcare, and increased restrictions on 
freedom of movement; 

Whereas governments in Latin America 
and the Caribbean participating in the re-
gional coordination forum, the ‘‘Quito Proc-
ess,’’ issued a joint declaration in November 
2019 committing to strengthen measures 
against human trafficking, gender-based vio-
lence, discrimination, and xenophobia, and 
to establish a regional protection protocol 
for Venezuelan refugee and migrant children 
and adolescents; 

Whereas, on February 8, 2021, the Govern-
ment of Colombia provided Temporary Pro-
tected Status to eligible Venezuelans in Co-
lombia—providing them temporary legal sta-
tus and work authorization for a period of 10 
years; 

Whereas, on March 8, 2021, the United 
States designated Venezuela for Temporary 
Protected Status and provided Deferred En-
forced Departure for eligible Venezuelans on 
January 19, 2021; 

Whereas the United States has committed 
to strengthen international protection of 
women and children through the United 
States Strategy on Women, Peace, and Secu-
rity, which aims to ‘‘promote the protection 
of women and girls’ human rights; access to 
humanitarian assistance; and safety from vi-
olence, abuse, and exploitation around the 
world,’’ as well as through the United States 
Government Strategy on Advancing Protec-
tion and Care for Children in Adversity; and 

Whereas the United States has prioritized 
addressing the issue of gender-based violence 
in humanitarian contexts by establishing a 
Safe from the Start initiative, implemented 
by the Department of State and the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) expresses grave concern for the massive 

and growing humanitarian needs of Ven-
ezuelans, including over 5,400,000 Venezuelan 
refugees and migrants, with particular con-
cern for the impact of the displacement cri-
sis and the COVID–19 pandemic on women 
and children; 

(2) recognizes the many communities 
across Latin America and the Caribbean that 
continue to generously receive and host Ven-
ezuelan refugees and migrants while also 
fighting to recover from the COVID–19 pan-
demic; 

(3) commends the efforts of the Govern-
ment of Colombia for granting Temporary 
Protected Status to Venezuelans, and calls 
on other refugee-hosting countries to con-
sider similar protections for Venezuelans; 
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