7
S6944

who served in locations associated with
toxic exposure.
S. 2376
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name
of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2376, a bill to ensure the parental
guardianship rights of cadets and mid-
shipmen consistent with individual and
academic responsibilities, and for other
purposes.
S. 2478
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. CARDIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2478, a bill to amend the
Higher Education Act of 1965 to provide
for a percentage of student loan for-
giveness for public service employ-
ment, and for other purposes.
S. 2511
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
25611, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide an invest-
ment credit for the conversion of office
buildings into other uses.
S. 2580
At the request of Ms. SINEMA, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2580, a bill to direct the Secretary
of the Interior and the Secretary of Ag-
riculture to make free National Parks
and Federal Recreational Lands Passes
available to members of the Armed
Forces, and for other purposes.
S. 2660
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mr. PADILLA) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2660, a bill to amend the Toxic
Substances Control Act to authorize
grants for toxic substances remedi-
ation in schools, to reauthorize healthy
high-performance schools, and for
other purposes.
S. 2765
At the request of Mr. BRAUN, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2765, a bill to provide that
Members of Congress may not receive
pay after October 1 of any fiscal year in
which Congress has not approved a con-
current resolution on the budget and
passed the regular appropriations bills.
S. 2863
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. ScoTT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2863, a bill to require the im-
position of sanctions with respect to
the Taliban and persons assisting the
Taliban in Afghanistan, and for other
purposes.
S. 2907
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms.
HIrONO) and the Senator from Nevada
(Ms. ROSEN) were added as cosponsors
of S. 2907, a bill to establish the Truth
and Healing Commission on Indian
Boarding School Policies in the United
States, and for other purposes.
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S.J. RES. 25
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S.J. Res. 25, a joint resolution
proposing an amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States relating
to contributions and expenditures in-
tended to affect elections.
S. RES. 183
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 183, a resolution condemning the
Government of Iran’s state-sponsored
persecution of its Baha’i minority and
its continued violation of the Inter-
national Covenants on Human Rights.
S. RES. 321
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the names of the Senator from Ohio
(Mr. BROWN) and the Senator from Vir-
ginia (Mr. WARNER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 321, a resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Senate to re-
duce traffic fatalities to zero by 2050.
S. RES. 390
At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 390, a resolution express-
ing appreciation for the State of
Qatar’s efforts to assist the United
States during Operation Allies Refuge.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 408—DESIG-
NATING OCTOBER 2021 AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL CO-OP MONTH” AND
COMMENDING THE COOPERATIVE
BUSINESS MODEL AND THE
MEMBER-OWNERS, BUSINESSES,
EMPLOYEES, FARMERS, RANCH-
ERS, AND PRACTITIONERS WHO
USE THE COOPERATIVE BUSI-
NESS MODEL TO POSITIVELY IM-
PACT THE ECONOMY AND SOCI-
ETY

Ms. SMITH (for herself, Mr. HOEVEN,
Ms. BALDWIN, Ms. ERNST, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, and Mr. WYDEN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 408

Whereas, during the global COVID-19 pan-
demic, cooperatives have taken extraor-
dinary steps to serve their member-owners
and communities;

Whereas a cooperative—

(1) is a business that is owned and governed
by its members, who are the individuals who
use the business, create the products of the
business, or manage the operation of the
business; and

(2) operates under the 7 principles of—

(A) voluntary open membership;

(B) democratic control;

(C) owner economic participation;

(D) autonomy and independence;

(E) education, training, and information;
(F) cooperation among cooperatives; and
(G) concern for community;

Whereas cooperative entrepreneurs can be
found in almost every economic sector of the
United States, throughout all 50 States and
territories, and in every congressional dis-
trict of the United States;
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Whereas cooperatives help farmers in-
crease incomes and become more resilient to
economic business cycles by working to-
gether to plan and prepare for the future,
while contributing significantly to the eco-
nomic activity in the agriculture and food
markets of the United States;

Whereas the roughly 1,800 agricultural co-
operatives in the United States operate more
than 8,000 facilities, employ $96,000,000,000
worth of assets, and generate mnearly
$204,000,000,000 in business annually;

Whereas the majority of the 2,000,000 farm-
ers in the United States belong to an agricul-
tural cooperative;

Whereas agricultural cooperatives offer
members the opportunity to access com-
modity value-added profits throughout the
handling, processing, and distribution
chains;

Whereas member-owners of agricultural
cooperatives are dedicated to providing the
highest quality product for consumers;

Whereas agricultural cooperatives add sig-
nificant benefits to the economic well-being
of rural areas of the United States by pro-
viding more than 250,000 jobs with annual
wages totaling more than $8,000,000,000;

Whereas agricultural cooperatives provide
resources to their member-owners, such as
low-cost supplies, effective marketing, and
services;

Whereas farmer members of agricultural
cooperatives have the opportunity to pool re-
sources and reinvest profits into the commu-
nities of the farmer members;

Whereas the principles of cooperation and
the cooperative Dbusiness model help
smallholder farmers organize themselves and
gain access to local and global markets,
training, improved inputs, and aggregated
sales and marketing;

Whereas the cooperative business model
provides farmers ownership over their eco-
nomic decisions, a focus on learning, and a
broader understanding of environmental and
social concerns;

Whereas the cooperative business model
has been used throughout the history of the
United States to advance civil rights and to
help ensure that all individuals have equal
access to economic opportunity;

Whereas the comprehensive global food se-
curity strategy established under section 5 of
the Global Food Security Act of 2016 (22
U.S.C. 9304) (commonly known as ‘“‘Feed the
Future’’) and the Cooperative Development
Program of the United States Agency for
International Development use cooperative
principles and the cooperative business
model to advance international develop-
ment, nutrition, resilience, and economic se-
curity;

Whereas the Interagency Working Group
on Cooperative Development—

(1) is an interagency group that is coordi-
nated and chaired by the Secretary of Agri-
culture to foster cooperative development
and ensure coordination with Federal agen-
cies and national and local cooperative orga-
nizations that have cooperative programs
and interests; and

(2) as of the date of introduction of this
resolution, had organized 4 meetings;

Whereas the bipartisan Congressional Co-
operative Business Caucus unites Members of
Congress to—

(1) create a better-informed electorate and
a more educated public on the important
role that cooperatives play in the economy
of the United States and the world;

(2) promote the cooperative business
model, because that model ensures that con-
sumers have access to high-quality goods
and services at competitive prices and costs
that improve the lives of individuals, fami-
lies, and their communities; and
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(3) address and correct awareness chal-
lenges among the public and within the Fed-
eral Government relating to what coopera-
tives look like, who participates in coopera-
tives, where cooperatives are located, and
why individuals choose cooperatives;

Whereas the Bureau of the Census, as part
of the 2017 Economic Census, asked each
business if the business was organized as a
cooperative, and the responses of businesses
yielded both quantitative and qualitative
data on the effects and importance of co-
operatives across the economy of the United
States;

Whereas, throughout rural areas of the
United States, many utility service pro-
viders operate as cooperatives and are tasked
with the delivery of public services, such as
electricity, water, telecommunications, and
broadband, in areas where investor-owned
utility companies typically do not operate;

Whereas utility cooperatives have inno-
vated to meet the evolving needs of their
member-owners and help rural individuals in
the United States prosper;

Whereas, in the financial services sector,
cooperatives, including credit unions, farm
credit banks, and other financing organiza-
tions that lend to cooperatives, provide nu-
merous benefits to the member-owners of
those cooperatives;

Whereas member-owners of cooperatives
vote in board elections, and earned profits
cycle back into cost-saving programs or re-
turn as dividend payments;

Whereas purchasing and shared service co-
operatives allow independent and franchise
businesses to thrive;

Whereas food cooperatives range in size
from small, local buying clubs to multi-store
regional giants that compete with chain
stores with locations across the United
States;

Whereas, in the housing sector, housing co-
operatives and resident-owned communities
in which members own the building or land—

(1) are an alternative to conventional rent-
al apartments, manufactured home parks,
and condominiums; and

(2) empower each resident with ownership
and responsibility;

Whereas housing cooperatives have roots
dating to the late 1800s and are increasingly
becoming a housing alternative for students
at colleges throughout the United States;

Whereas shared equity housing coopera-
tives are a critical option for preserving
long-term, affordable housing;

Whereas cooperatives allow residents of
manufactured home communities to collec-
tively purchase the land on which they live,
providing stability and the opportunity to
self-govern;

Whereas, as of 2019, not less than 1,000
manufactured home communities were resi-
dent-owned, accounting for approximately 2
percent of all manufactured home commu-
nities;

Whereas the growth of worker cooperatives
in the United States is allowing more work-
ers to own and have greater control over
their businesses;

Whereas many small businesses convert to
cooperatives when faced with closure or a
buyout, ensuring the business can continue
to serve its community; and

Whereas the cooperative business model al-
lows business owners to retire and transfer
business ownership to employees or con-
sumers, protecting local ownership and sup-
porting local communities: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates October 2021 as ‘‘National
Co-op Month’’;

(2) commends the cooperative business
model for—

(A) its contributions to the economy;
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(B) the jobs it creates; and

(C) its positive impacts on local commu-
nities;

(3) expresses confidence in, and support for,
cooperatives to continue their successes; and

(4) will be mindful in crafting legislation
that affects business models that are not the
cooperative business model so that the legis-
lation does not adversely affect the coopera-
tive business model.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 409—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING
OCTOBER 17, 2021, AS “NATIONAL
CHARACTER COUNTS WEEK”

Mr. GRASSLEY ((for himself, Ms.
STABENOW, Mrs. CAPITO, Ms. WARREN,
Mr. BRAUN, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr.
LANKFORD, and Mr. WARNOCK) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 409

Whereas the well-being of the TUnited
States requires that the young people of the
United States become an involved, caring
citizenry of good character;

Whereas the character education of chil-
dren has become more urgent, as violence by
and against youth increasingly threatens the
physical and psychological well-being of the
people of the United States;

Whereas, more than ever, children need
strong and constructive guidance from their
families and their communities, including
from schools, youth organizations, religious
institutions, and civic groups;

Whereas the character of a nation is only
as strong as the character of its individual
citizens;

Whereas the public good is advanced when
young individuals are taught the importance
of good character and the positive effects
that good character can have in personal re-
lationships, in school, and in the workplace;

Whereas scholars and educators agree that
individuals do not automatically develop
good character and that, therefore, institu-
tions and individuals that influence youth
must make conscientious efforts to help
young individuals develop the essential
traits and characteristics that comprise good
character;

Whereas, although character development
is, first and foremost, an obligation of fami-
lies, the efforts of faith communities,
schools, and youth, civic, and human service
organizations also play an important role in
fostering and promoting good character;

Whereas Congress encourages students,
teachers, parents, youth, and community
leaders to recognize the importance of char-
acter education in preparing young individ-
uals to play a role in determining the future
of the United States;

Whereas effective character education is
based on core ethical values, which form the
foundation of a democratic society;

Whereas examples of character are trust-
worthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness,
caring, citizenship, and honesty;

Whereas elements of character transcend
cultural, religious, and socioeconomic dif-
ferences;

Whereas the character and conduct of
youth reflect the character and conduct of
society, and, therefore, every adult has the
responsibility to teach and model ethical
values and every social institution has the
responsibility to promote the development of
good character;

Whereas Congress encourages individuals
and organizations, especially those that have
an interest in the education and training of
the young individuals in the United States,

S6945

to adopt the elements of character as intrin-
sic to the well-being of individuals, commu-
nities, and society;

Whereas many schools in the United States
recognize the need, and have taken steps, to
integrate the values of their communities
into teaching activities; and

Whereas the establishment of ‘‘National
Character Counts Week’’, during which indi-
viduals, families, schools, youth organiza-
tions, religious institutions, civic groups,
and other organizations focus on character
education, is of great benefit to the United
States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning October
17, 2021, as ‘‘National Character Counts
Week”’; and

(2) calls upon the people of the United
States and interested groups—

(A) to embrace the elements of character
identified by local schools and communities,
such as trustworthiness, respect, responsi-
bility, fairness, caring, and citizenship; and

(B) to observe National Character Counts

Week with appropriate ceremonies, pro-
grams, and activities.
———
AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 3842. Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and
Mr. PADILLA) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill S.
2792, to authorize appropriations for fiscal
year 2022 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military per-
sonnel strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes.; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 3843. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2792, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3844. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2792, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3845. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2792, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3846. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2792, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

—————

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 3842. Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself
and Mr. PADILLA) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to
the bill S. 2792, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2022 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.; which
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows:

At the end of subtitle D of title XXVIII,
add the following:

SEC. 2836. PROHIBITION ON CLOSING OR RELO-
CATING MARINE CORPS RECRUIT
DEPOT IN SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA.

No Federal funds may be used to close or
relocate the Marine Corps Recruit Depot in
San Diego, California, or to conduct any
planning or other activity related to such
closure or relocation.
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