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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable ANGUS
S. KING, Jr., a Senator from the State
of Maine.

———————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

God of all nations, Lord of all people,
thank You for this land that has re-
ceived Your blessings.

Lord, throughout our Nation’s his-
tory, You have saved us from calami-
ties. You have blessed us, even when we
have failed to live up to our great her-
itage of freedom.

Today, empower our Senators to pro-
tect and guard the foundations of our
liberty. Remind them that eternal vigi-
lance continues to be the price we must
pay for freedom. When our lawmakers
are weary, replenish them with the in-
spiration of Your presence, as they re-
member Your promise never to forsake
them. Bellow the flickering embers of
their hearts until their lives are aglow
with the fires of patriotism, vision, and
hope.

We pray in Your marvelous Name.
Amen.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

Senate

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, October 20, 2021.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable ANGUS S. KING, Jr., a
Senator from the State of Maine, to perform
the duties of the Chair.

PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.

Mr. KING thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Democratic leader is recog-
nized.

———————

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR EN BLOC

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I un-
derstand that there are six bills at the
desk due for a second reading en bloc.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the bills by
title for the second time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 3005) establishing appropriate
thresholds for certain budget points of order
in the Senate, and for other purposes.

A bill (S. 3006) to amend the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985 to extend the discretionary spending
limits for fiscal years 2022 through 2031.

A Dbill (S. 3007) to amend the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985 to extend the discretionary spending
limits.

A Dbill (S. 3008) to establish the Federal
Rainy Day Fund to control emergency
spending.

A Dbill (S. 3009) to amend title VI of the So-
cial Security Act to remove the prohibition

on States and territories against lowering
their taxes.

A bill (S. 3010) to cap noninterest Federal
spending as a percentage of potential GDP to
right-size the Government, grow the econ-
omy, and balance the budget.

Mr. SCHUMER. In order to place the
bills on the calendar under the provi-
sions of rule XIV, I would object to fur-
ther proceeding en bloc.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection having been heard, the
bills will be placed on the calendar.

Mr. SCHUMER. Thank you.

————

FREEDOM TO VOTE ACT

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, for
over 240 years, the story of American
democracy has been an inexorable
march toward universal suffrage—to-
ward the realization of that sacred
principle that all citizens should have a
voice in selecting their leaders.

The grand ideal had humble begin-
nings. At the time of the Constitu-
tion’s ratification, hardly 1 in 10 Amer-
icans would have been even eligible to
vote.

If you were not White, not a land-
owner, not a male, and not a Protes-
tant, chances were that the democracy
did not apply to you; chances were that
you were cut out of the political proc-
ess.

It took over two centuries of Ameri-
cans marching, fighting, and dying for
the promise of freedom to expand to
our citizens, regardless of race or gen-
der or creed, the right to vote.

But for every two steps forward,
sometimes there are those who try to
pull us one step back. Unfortunately,
we find ourselves today in the midst of
such a struggle.

Across the country, the Big Lie—the
Big Lie—has spread like a cancer, as
many States across the Nation have
passed the most draconian restrictions
against voting that we have seen in
decades. If nothing is done, these laws
will make it harder for millions of
Americans to participate in their gov-
ernment.
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If there is anything worthy of the
Senate’s attention, if there is any issue
that merits debate on this floor, it is
protecting our democracy from the
forces that are trying to unravel it
from the inside out.

That is why this afternoon, the U.S.
Senate will vote to begin debate on the
Freedom to Vote Act.

The Freedom to Vote Act is a bal-
anced, effective, and commonsense pro-
posal that will fortify our democracy
and protect Americans’ right to vote.
It sets basic standards for all Ameri-
cans to vote safely and securely, no
matter what ZIP Code they live in. It
adopts proven reforms that will protect
voters from both parties, whether they
live in blue States or red States or pur-
ple States. It fights back against the
power of dark money in politics and
ends the toxic practice of partisan ger-
rymandering. And, all the while, it re-
spects the rightful authority of States
to carry out their elections.

At its core, the Freedom to Vote Act
rests on a simple principle: Americans
must be able to freely choose their
leaders, and those leaders must be ac-
countable to the people, not to well-
heeled donors.

These are policies all Americans can
get behind. When was the last time we
heard Americans cheer about dark
money in our elections or the perva-
siveness of partisan gerrymandering?
What sort of voter would willingly
choose to make voting harder—arbi-
trarily harder—when it should be easy,
safe, and secure? The Freedom to Vote
Act would provide long-overdue rem-
edies for all these concerns.

Now, crafting this bill, as you know,
Mr. President, was no easy feat. It took
months of hard work, compromise, and
gathering feedback from experts on
sensible policies that have been proven
to work. I want to thank all of my col-
leagues who dedicated their energies to
making this moment possible, and I
want to especially thank Senator
MANCHIN for his hard work over the
past few weeks. He has reached across
the aisle to try and find a way for the
Senate to do its work in a bipartisan
fashion. I thank him for his commit-
ment to finding bipartisanship on a
subject that, by all accounts, should be
bipartisan to its core and has been for
much of our history.

Now, today’s vote is a cloture vote
simply on a motion to proceed. It pre-
sents Senators with a simple question:
Should the Senate even debate—de-
bate—voting rights? That is what this
is about, simply a debate and an impor-
tant one to be sure.

No Republican is being asked to sign
their name to this or that policy today,
but they are being asked to come to
the table and have a discussion and
allow amendments. I want to be clear.
If Republicans join us in proceeding to
this bill, I am prepared to hold a full-
fledged debate worthy of the U.S. Sen-
ate. The minority will have the chance
to have their voices heard.

The Senate has already voted on
more amendments than in any year
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under former-President Trump, and on
this legislation, again Republican Sen-
ators would be able to offer amend-
ments. But for that to happen, we have
to get on the bill today.

What we can’t accept is a situation
where one side is calling for bipartisan
debate and bipartisan cooperation
while the other refuses to even engage
in a dialogue. If our Republican col-
leagues don’t like our ideas, they have
a responsibility to present their own. It
is ludicrous for any Republican to as-
sert that the Federal Government has
no role to play in safeguarding elec-
tions when State laws disenfranchise
American citizens.

I invite them to read the Constitu-
tion of the United States of America,
which precisely empowers Congress to
regulate the ‘‘times, places, and man-
ners’” of holding elections. I invite
them to look at modern American his-
tory, when the Senate stepped into the
breach numerous times when Jim Crow
States sought to restrict the right to
vote.

There is a long and hallowed tradi-
tion of the Senate, often in a bipar-
tisan coalition, working to protect ac-
cess to the franchise, and today our
colleagues should vote to begin debate
for how we can add to that legacy. But
what Republicans should not do—they
must not do—is squelch any chance—
any chance—for the Senate to debate
something as critical, as sacrosanct, as
American as the right to vote. The
clock is ticking on our chance to take
meaningful action.

Our experiment in democracy has
been the greatest feat of self-rule in all
of modern history. We cannot allow it
to backslide here in the 21st century.
Today, we have a chance to begin de-
bate on how we can prevent that from
happening, but Republicans must join
us in the debate and vote to allow de-
bate to proceed. I urge my colleagues
to vote yes.

————
BUILD BACK BETTER

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, now
on another matter, BBB, Build Back
Better, even as we work to push legis-
lation in defense of our democracy,
Senate Democrats are also making
good progress on reaching an agree-
ment on President Biden’s Build Back
Better plan.

Yesterday, Senate Democrats had a
very spirited and very positive caucus
lunch to go over the latest outstanding
items before we can all reach a deal.
We walked out of that lunch united in
our desire to reach an agreement this
week. I believe we can get it done, and
I want to thank all my colleagues for
their leadership, diligence, and focus
on reaching an end result. We are going
to keep talking to each other all week
long until we get the job done.

Later this morning, I will speak
again with the Speaker and with the
White House to go over the latest de-
tails of the President’s proposal. I have
spoken to the President just about
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every day and Speaker PELOSI several
times a day about these issues. I will
continue meeting with my caucus to
try and keep us all on the same page
because be on the same page we must.
Everyone is going to have to com-
promise if we are going to find that
legislative sweet spot we can all get be-
hind.

Nobody will get everything they
want, but no matter what, our final
proposal will deliver the core promise
we made to the American people: We
will take bold action against the cli-
mate crisis while creating millions of
new, good-paying jobs; we will expand
economic opportunity and lower costs
for working Americans; and we will cut
taxes for working and middle-class
Americans while asking the wealthy to
pay their fair share. In short, we will
deliver on a bill that dramatically im-
proves the lives of millions and mil-
lions and millions of American fami-
lies.

We are getting closer to an agree-
ment. We want to finalize a deal by the
end of this week, but we all must keep
moving together.

————

NOMINATIONS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, and fi-
nally on nominations, yesterday, I was
proud to announce my recommenda-
tion of a great New Yorker and a great
friend to serve as the next U.S. Ambas-
sador to Jamaica, Nick Perry, of my
hometown of Brooklyn. I cannot think
of a better person to represent our
country in Jamaica than Assemblyman
Perry. If confirmed, he would be the
first-ever Jamaican-born American to
hold that post.

I always ask folks when I am in
Brooklyn, ‘“What is the biggest island
in the Caribbean?” I tell them it is a
trick question. They guess, ‘‘Well,
maybe it is Haiti; maybe it is Bar-
bados; maybe it is Cuba.” I say, ‘‘No, it
is Brooklyn,” which has more Carib-
bean immigrants than anywhere else.

So Nick Perry’s nomination is great
news for our community and our coun-
try. For decades, Assemblyman Perry
has served Brooklyn by doing things
the old-fashioned way: working hard,
never resting on his laurels, and earn-
ing the trust of the people he rep-
resents. He is a true American success
story: an immigrant, a veteran of the
Army, and a graduate of Brooklyn Col-
lege. I know he will do excellent work
as our next Ambassador.

From Patrick Ewing to KRS-One,
from Vice President KAMALA HARRIS to
Congresswoman YVETTE CLARKE, to the
late General Powell, Jamaican Ameri-
cans hold a key place in our Nation’s
rich legacy. Nick Perry will continue
adding to this legacy, as he has for dec-
ades, and I am proud to support him as
a nominee for Ambassador.

And, finally, today, the Senate will
also move forward on Catherine
Lhamon to be Assistant Secretary for
Civil Rights at the Department of Edu-
cation. All her career, Ms. Lhamon has
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