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is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 20, 2021, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a
hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC POLICY

The Subcommittee on Economic Pol-
icy of the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, October 20, 2021,
at 2 p.m., to conduct a hearing.

————
PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that Dr. Katherine
Quinn, an American Institute of Phys-
ics Congressional Science Fellow
through the American Association of
Advancement of Science, who is serv-
ing in my office, be granted the privi-
lege of the floor for the remainder of
the Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the fol-
lowing interns in my office be granted
floor privileges until October 21, 2021:
Dominique Rupp, Mason Witzke, and
Francis Prosser.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
PRISON CAMERA REFORM ACT OF
2021
Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged
from further consideration of S. 2899
and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2899) to require the Director of
the Bureau of Prisons to address deficiencies
and make necessary upgrades to the security
camera and radio systems of the Bureau of
Prisons to ensure the health and safety of
employees and inmates.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time and passed
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 2899) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed as follows:

S. 2899

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Prison Cam-
era Reform Act of 2021,

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) The Bureau of Prisons has 122 institu-
tions located throughout the United States.
The Bureau of Prisons employs nearly 38,000
employees and is responsible for more than
150,000 Federal inmates.
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(2) Video footage from security camera
systems and reliable communication over
radio systems within Bureau of Prisons in-
stitutions are essential to protecting the
health and safety of Bureau of Prisons em-
ployees and Federal inmates.

(3) Based on the experience of Bureau of
Prisons correctional staff, the noticeable
presence of functioning security cameras
serves as an effective deterrent to criminal
behavior and misconduct.

(4) Well-documented deficiencies of camera
systems at Bureau of Prisons’ facilities have
hindered investigators’ ability to substan-
tiate allegations of serious misconduct by
staff and inmates, including sexual and phys-
ical assaults, medical neglect, and introduc-
tion of contraband.

(5) In a 2016 report, the Office of the Inspec-
tor General for the Department of Justice
determined that ‘‘deficiencies within the
BOP’s security camera system have affected
the OIG’s ability to secure prosecutions of
staff and inmates in BOP contraband intro-
duction cases, and these same problems ad-
versely impact the availability of critical
evidence to support administrative or dis-
ciplinary action against staff and inmates’.

(6) Shortcomings in the land-mobile radio
systems at Bureau of Prison facilities insti-
tutions impede the communication abilities
of staff, slowing or preventing the response
of correctional officers during an emergency
or threat of attack, and jeopardizing the
safety of both staff and Federal inmates.

SEC. 3. REQUIRED PLAN FOR REFORM OF BOP
SECURITY CAMERA AND RADIO COV-
ERAGE AND CAPABILITIES.

(a) PLAN.—Not later than 90 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Director
of the Bureau of Prisons shall—

(1) evaluate the security camera, land-mo-
bile radio (referred to in this Act as “LMR”’),
and public address (referred to in this Act as
“PA”) systems in use by the Bureau of Pris-
ons as of the date of enactment of this Act;
and

(2) submit to the Committee on the Judici-
ary of the Senate and the Committee on the
Judiciary of the House of Representatives a
plan for ensuring that all Bureau of Prisons
correctional facilities have the security cam-
era, LMR, and PA system coverage and capa-
bilities necessary to—

(A) ensure the health and safety of staff
and Federal inmates; and

(B) ensure the documentation and accessi-
bility of video evidence that may pertain to
misconduct by staff or inmates, negligent or
abusive treatment of inmates, or criminal
activity within correctional facilities.

(b) CONTENTS.—The plan required under
subsection (a) shall—

(1) identify and include plans to address
any deficiencies in the security camera sys-
tem in use at Bureau of Prisons correctional
facilities, including those related to—

(A) an insufficient number of cameras;

(B) inoperable or malfunctioning cameras;

(C) blind spots;

(D) poor quality video; and

(E) any other deficits in the security cam-
era system;

(2) identify and include plans to adopt and
maintain any security camera system up-
grades needed to achieve the purposes de-
scribed in subsection (a), including—

(A) conversion of all analog cameras to
digital surveillance systems, with cor-
responding infrastructure and equipment up-
grade requirements;

(B) upgrades to ensure the secure storage,
logging, preservation, and accessibility of re-
cordings such that the recordings are avail-
able to investigators or Courts at such time
as may be reasonably required; and
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(C) additional enterprise-wide camera sys-
tem capabilities needed to enhance the safe-
ty and security of inmates and staff;

(3) identify and include plans to address
any deficiencies in the LMR and PA systems
in use at Bureau of Prisons correctional fa-
cilities, including those related to—

(A) an inadequate number of radios;

(B) inoperable, outdated, or malfunc-
tioning LMR or PA systems;

(C) areas of Bureau of Prisons correctional
facilities that lack adequate reception for
radio operation;

(D) radios that lack an emergency notifica-
tion feature (also known as a ‘“‘man down’
function), which automatically sends an
alert and transmits the location of that
radio in the event the wearer is in a prone
position; and

(E) any other deficits in the LMR or PA
systems;

(4) include an assessment of operational
and logistical considerations in imple-
menting the plan required under subsection
(a), including—

(A) a prioritization of facilities for needed
upgrades, beginning with high security insti-
tutions;

(B) the personnel and training necessary to
implement the changes; and

(C) ongoing repair and maintenance re-
quirements; and

(5) include a 3-year strategic plan and cost
projection for implementing the changes and
upgrades to the security camera, LMR, and
PA systems identified under paragraphs (1)
through (4).

(¢c) IMPLEMENTATION DEADLINE.—Not later
than 3 years after the date on which the plan
is submitted under subsection (a)(2), and sub-
ject to appropriations, the Director of the
Bureau of Prisons shall complete implemen-
tation of the submitted plan.

(d) ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORTS.—Beginning
1 year after the date on which the plan is
submitted under subsection (a)(2), and each
year thereafter until the end of the 3-year
period described in subsection (c), the Direc-
tor of the Bureau of Prisons shall submit to
the Committee on the Judiciary of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on the Judiciary of
the House of Representatives a report on the
progress of the implementation of the sub-
mitted plan.

————
ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, OCTOBER
21, 2021
Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m., Thursday, October
21; that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and morning business be
closed; that upon the conclusion of
morning business, the Senate proceed
to executive session to resume consid-
eration of the Lin nomination, as pro-
vided under the previous order; further,
that if the Lin nomination is con-
firmed, the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table and the President be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. SMITH. For the information of
Senators, the first rollcall vote of the
day will be at approximately 10:30 a.m.
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ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that
it stand adjourned under the previous
order, following the remarks of Sen-
ators Tuberville, Marshall, and Hoeven.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Alabama.

————

BIDEN ADMINISTRATION

Mr. TUBERVILLE. Mr. President,
you know, I think Americans must
look at what is happening up here in
Washington, DC, and think that the
Democrats look like squirrels dodging
cars in traffic. This is Biden’s America,
one where the party in power is throw-
ing policy spaghetti at the wall in
hopes that one of their harebrained
ideas will stick.

It would be almost funny if our coun-
try wasn’t staring down multiple prob-
lems as a result of the Biden adminis-
tration’s policy failures. And it is time
the Democrats faced the facts. But
after 10 months of President Biden run-
ning the country, how are ordinary
Americans doing?

Let’s just take a look. Take the bor-
der crisis: a complete, predictable, self-
inflicted disaster.

On his first day in office, President
Biden made the radical decision to
open our borders by undoing many suc-
cessful policies put in place by the
Trump administration. They were
working, and we changed them. You
can draw a straight line from those ill-
advised policy decisions to where we
are as we speak.

Two million illegal immigrants will
have been apprehended by the end of
this year, and those are just the ones
that we caught. Oddly enough, this is
one issue that the mainstream media
and conservative media agree on.

Here are a few recent headlines.
From CNN: ‘12,000 migrants have been
waiting in makeshift camps under the
Del Rio bridge in Texas.”” That is from
CNN.

And this from the Daily Caller: ‘‘Mi-
grants Illegally Crossing U.S.-Mexico
Border Thank”—they thank—Presi-
dent ‘“‘[Biden’s] Administration.”

Do those headlines sound like the
southwest border is under control?

Here is another headline for you. In a
remarkable about-face, the Biden ad-
ministration announced that it would
reimplement the Trump-era Remain in
Mexico policy after doing away with it
on election day. They are going to rein-
state it only because of a Federal
judge. It is clear President Biden could
have prevented this border crisis if he
had not been focused on playing poli-
tics from his first day in office.

This is Biden’s America.

How about the fact that President
Biden didn’t listen to the best military
advice his top commanders gave him
when it came to withdrawing troops in
Afghanistan? America’s best experts—
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GEN Mark Milley, GEN Frank
McKenzie, and GEN Scott Miller—all
advised the President to keep 2,500
troops in Afghanistan to remain stable.
Basically, at the end of the day, this
was a State Department and Presi-
dent’s decision.

Instead, the President’s strategy
turned into billions in American equip-
ment handed over to the Taliban; our
most valuable airfield, Bagram—maybe
one of the most valuable in the world—
abandoned in dead of the night; Ameri-
cans left behind in enemy lines that
are still there; and a complete aban-
donment of our allies in Afghanistan.
What a disaster.

President Biden was more concerned
about a good September 11 headline
than a great strategy, more concerned
about his press than saving American
lives. The President’s withdrawal will
continue to be a stain on his legacy.
Joe Biden created the worst American
military foreign policy disaster in re-
cent history, and the United States
will be haunted by this decision for
many years to come.

Another fact about this is Biden’s
America: President Biden’s policies
have undercut economic growth and
derailed rapid recovery that was taking
place under the Trump administration.
And this was even during a pandemic.

Now prices are skyrocketing, busi-
nesses can’t find people to work, and
the United States is facing an unprece-
dented disruption in the supply chain.
And this administration didn’t know it
was coming.

Incredibly, the White House and its
defenders continue to say that all of
these deeply concerning realities are
due to the fact that President Biden
has been so successful in his economic
policy. They are using the ‘‘everything
is so bad because President Biden is
doing so good” argument. Where in the
world are they getting that from?

This month, the President’s own
Chief of Staff promoted the idea that
inflation is only a ‘high-class prob-
lem,” the 1 percent. Where has this guy
been hiding? Try telling that to the
middle-class families in Alabama who
are seeing hard-earned money cover
less at the grocery store and at the
pump.

The fact is, prices are rising—not
just for the wealthy but for everybody.
Consumer prices are at the highest
point in 13 years, and inflation is cost-
ing American taxpayers $175 a month.
Somebody is screwed up. Again, you
can draw a straight line from the
President’s decisions to where we are
now. It is what happens when you pay
people to not rejoin the workforce,
force vaccine mandates on workers, sti-
fle growth with regulations, and waste
trillions and trillions of dollars as our
country attempts to recover from a
pandemic.

And it will only get worse with this
$3.5 trillion tax-and-spend spree—not if
when we raise taxes but when we raise
taxes to pay for this socialist package.
The American people aren’t going to
buy into it.

S7133

The fact is that this is Biden’s Amer-
ica. His agenda has led to the border
crisis, foreign policy disasters, and a fi-
nancial strain on American families.
This is Biden’s America, where Demo-
crats are focused on finger-pointing
and scoring political points instead of
paying attention to the cold, hard facts
of their policy failures.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kansas.

———
BIDEN ADMINISTRATION

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. President, I
come to the Senate floor today with a
warning for Kansans and all Americans
that the inflation we are seeing,
Bidenflation, as I call it, is here to stay
so long as those on the left continue to
jam through reckless tax-and-spend
bills.

Unfortunately, the inflation we are
seeing is a double whammy. You have
less money to spend, and the things
you want to buy cost more. It is hurt-
ing every hard-working American but
none more than our seniors and young
families living paycheck to paycheck.
No, President Biden, inflation is not a
problem of just the high class. Indeed,
there is no equity in Bidenflation.

Make no mistake, inflation and all of
its lingering effects rest squarely on
the shoulders of President Biden’s
failed social policies. It is yet another
crisis created by this administration.

Having personally lived through the
seventies and eighties, I have seen in-
flation happen firsthand. I have seen it
bring so many businesses down. And to
put it in simpler terms, inflation is a
vicious cycle, like a dog chasing its
own tail and the tail is on fire. And, of
course, the Biden administration has
been throwing gasoline on this fire
since the moment they took office.

Today’s inflation crisis began with
Joe Biden’s boondoggle stimulus bill
and the proceeding labor shortages.
For months now, we are seeing ‘‘Help
Wanted” signs everywhere, from the
small mom-and-pop shops on Main
Street to big hotel chains and fast-food
restaurants. Employers are struggling
to fill the open jobs they have despite
raising wages and offering return-to-
work bonuses.

This labor shortage is having a rip-
pling effect across our economy, from
slowing down the supply and logistics
chains to putting an unfair burden on
employees who choose to show up. This
ripple has turned into a tidal wave of
inflation and now a full-blown tsunami.

But the storm waves don’t stop there.
The cost of living has increased as a re-
sult of production delays caused by
labor shortages. Higher costs at home,
such as the cost of gasoline, vehicles,
groceries, and energy costs caused
workers to go on strike asking for
higher wages just to make ends meet.

Folks, I have got news for you: Wages
never keep up with inflation. All this,
in turn, drives up the cost of goods and
services even more. You get the point.
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