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(7T) respecting the sovereignty of Iraq by
demobilizing Iranian-controlled Shia mili-
tias in the country;

(8) ending its military support for the
Houthi militia in Yemen;

(9) withdrawing all forces under Iranian
command in Syria;

(10) ending support for the Taliban in Af-
ghanistan and for senior al Qaeda leaders
around the region;

(11) ending the IRGC’s support for terror-
ists and militant partners around the world;
and

(12) halting its
against its neighbors;

Whereas President Donald Trump an-
nounced the withdrawal of the United States
from the JCPOA on May 8, 2018, and gradu-
ally reimposed sanctions that were sus-
pended by the Obama administration under
the JCPOA, depriving the regime of valuable
funds that the regime could have used to
support its malign activities;

Whereas the JCPOA defined the sanctions
that the Obama administration suspended
under the JCPOA as ‘‘nuclear-related’, but
‘“‘nuclear-related’” is not a term recognized
under existing United States statutory sanc-
tions related to Iran;

Whereas the Obama administration agreed
to define the most significant bilateral sanc-
tions imposed by the United States on Iran
as ‘‘nuclear-related”, waive the application
of those sanctions under the JCPOA, and
commit the executive branch to work to re-
peal the provisions of law providing for those
sanctions upon the expiration of the JCPOA;

Whereas, pursuant to the terms of the
JCPOA, sanctions were lifted on Iranian fi-
nancial institutions, cargo vessels, aircraft,
fraudulent charities, and other entities that
were not linked to Iran’s nuclear program,
but were sanctioned for illicit conduct;

Whereas, pursuant to section 401(a) of the
Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Account-
ability, and Divestment Act of 2010 (22 U.S.C.
85661(a)), in order to terminate sanctions
against the Central Bank of Iran and other
Iranian financial institutions, the President
is required to certify that ‘‘the Government
of Iran. . .no longer satisfies the require-
ments for designation as a state sponsor of
terrorism”’, and that ‘“Iran has ceased the
pursuit, acquisition, and development of, and
verifiably dismantled its, nuclear, biological,
and chemical weapons and ballistic missiles
and ballistic missile launch technology’’;

Whereas, on March 12, 2020, President
Trump extended the national emergency de-
clared by Executive Order 12957 (50 U.S.C.
1701 note; relating to prohibiting certain
transactions with respect to the develop-
ment of Iranian petroleum resources) fol-
lowing a determination that Iran’s malign
activities pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the United States;

Whereas the Department of the Treasury
has determined that the IRGC and its affili-
ated entities have a dominant presence in
Iran’s commercial and financial sectors and
maintain extensive economic interests in the
defense, construction, aviation, oil, banking,
metal, automobile, and mining industries;

Whereas, on October 8, 2020, the Secretary
of the Treasury designated the financial sec-
tor of Iran for the imposition of sanctions,
authorizing sanctions with respect to per-
sons operating in Iran’s construction, min-
ing, manufacturing, and textile sectors, to
deny the Government of Iran financial re-
sources that may be used to fund and support
its malign activities;

Whereas the United States Government
has sanctioned Iranian entities for their sup-
port to, or association with, Iran’s terrorism
campaigns, ballistic missile program, or the
Supreme Leader of Iran, including the Cen-
tral Bank of Iran, the National Development

threatening behavior
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Fund of Iran, elements of the IRGC, Foreign
Minister Javad Zarif, and entities in Iran’s
banking, petroleum, and industrial sectors;

Whereas, in February 2020, the Financial
Action Task Force, the global anti-money
laundering standard-setting body, fully lift-
ed the suspension of countermeasures and
called on its members and urged all jurisdic-
tions to apply effective countermeasures re-
lating to the terrorist financing risk ema-
nating from Iran and the threat that poses to
the international financial system;

Whereas the United States Government,
under Democratic and Republican adminis-
trations, has concluded that Iran provides a
safe haven for al Qaeda leaders and that the
al Qaeda network has used Iran to establish
a ‘‘core pipeline”’ through which money,
facilitators, and operators moved to Afghani-
stan and Pakistan;

Whereas the United States Government
has sanctioned entities in the Government of
Iran for perpetrating human rights abuses;

Whereas, pursuant to section 8 of the Iran
Sanctions Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-172; 50
U.S.C. 1701 note), in order to terminate sanc-
tions imposed with respect to the energy sec-
tor of Iran, the President is required to cer-
tify ‘‘that Iran—

‘(1) has ceased its efforts to design, de-
velop, manufacture, or acquire—

““(A) a nuclear explosive device or related
materials and technology;

‘(B) chemical and biological weapons;
and

“(C) ballistic missiles and ballistic mis-
sile launch technology;

‘“(2) has been removed from the list of
countries the governments of which have
been determined. . .to have repeatedly pro-
vided support for acts of international ter-
rorism; and

‘“(3) poses no significant threat to United
States national security, interests, or al-
lies.””; and

Whereas the concept of ‘‘nuclear-related”
sanctions does not exist in statute, and ex-
isting statutes likely require a treaty to ter-
minate such sanctions: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) reaffirms that it is the policy of the
United States not to allow Iran to develop or
otherwise acquire a nuclear weapons capa-
bility;

(2) resolves that the lifting or termination
of sanctions with respect to Iran must take
place only as provided for under section
401(a) of the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions,
Accountability, and Divestment Act of 2010
(22 U.S.C. 8551(a)) and section 8 of the Iran
Sanctions Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-172; 50
U.S.C. 1701 note);

(3) rejects and opposes the reapplication of
sanctions relief, including the use of waivers,
de-listing individuals or entities, or the ap-
plication of licenses, provided for in, or inci-
dent to, the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion, including on any sectors of the Iranian
economy or any individuals or entities des-
ignated for the imposition of sanctions under
United States law for supporting terrorism,
missile development and proliferation,
human rights abuses, corruption, or Iran’s
other destabilizing activities;

(4) opposes reversing the finding that iden-
tifies Iran as a jurisdiction of primary
money laundering concern under section
5318A of title 31, United States Code;

(5) opposes the lifting of the ““U-Turn’’ pro-
hibition, which bans Iran from accessing the
United States financial system for the pur-
pose of conducting dollarized transactions;
and

(6) opposes the suspension or lifting of the
call for countermeasures by the Financial
Action Task Force on the Iranian financial
sector until Iran fully completes its action
plan.

February 24, 2021

SENATE RESOLUTION 73—RE-
AFFIRMING THE COMMITMENT
TO MEDIA  DIVERSITY AND
PLEDGING TO WORK WITH
MEDIA ENTITIES AND DIVERSE
STAKEHOLDERS TO DEVELOP
COMMON GROUND SOLUTIONS TO
ELIMINATE BARRIERS TO MEDIA
DIVERSITY

Ms. ROSEN (for herself and Mr.
RUBIO) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation:

S. REs. 73

Whereas the principle that an informed
and engaged electorate is critical to a vi-
brant democracy is deeply rooted in our laws
of free speech and underpins the virtues on
which we established our Constitution, ‘‘in
Order to form a more perfect Union, estab-
lish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility,
provide for the common defence, promote
the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings
of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity

Whereas having independent, diverse, and
local media that provide exposure to a broad
range of viewpoints and the ability to con-
tribute to the political debate is central to
sustaining that informed engagement;

Whereas it is in the public interest to en-
courage source, content, and audience diver-
sity on our Nation’s shared telecommuni-
cations and media platforms;

Whereas the survival of small, inde-
pendent, and diverse media outlets that
serve diverse audiences and local media mar-
kets is essential to preserving local culture
and building understanding on important
community issues that impact the daily
lives of residents;

Whereas research by the American Society
of News Editors, the Radio Television Digital
News Association, the Pew Research Center,
and others has documented the continued
challenges of increasing diversity among all
types of media entities;

Whereas with increasing media experience
and sophistication, it is even more impor-
tant to have minority participation in local
media to ensure a diverse range of informa-
tion sources are available and different ideas
and viewpoints are expressed to strengthen
social cohesion among different commu-
nities; and

Whereas the constriction in small, inde-
pendent, and diverse media outlets and lim-
ited participation of diverse populations in
media ownership and decisionmaking are
combining to negatively impact our goal of
increasing local civic engagement and civic
knowledge through increased voter partici-
pation, membership in civic groups, and
knowledge of local political and civil infor-
mation: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) reaffirms its commitment to diversity
as a core tenet of the public interest stand-
ard in media policy; and

(2) pledges to work with media entities and
diverse stakeholders to develop common
ground solutions to eliminate barriers to
media diversity.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION
NATING FEBRUARY 28, 2021,
“RARE DISEASE DAY”

Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. SCOTT of
South Carolina, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr.
WICKER, Mr. MARKEY, and Mr. BOOKER)

74—DESIG-
AS
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submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:
S. REs. 74

Whereas a rare disease or disorder is a dis-
ease or disorder that affects a small number
of patients;

Whereas, in the United States, a rare dis-
ease or disorder typically affects fewer than
200,000 individuals;

Whereas, as of the date of the adoption of
this resolution, more than 7,000 rare diseases
or disorders affect approximately 1 in 10 indi-
viduals in the United States;

Whereas children with rare diseases or dis-
orders account for a significant portion of
the population affected by rare diseases or
disorders in the United States;

Whereas many rare diseases and disorders
are serious and life-threatening and lack ef-
fective treatments;

Whereas, as a result of the enactment of
the Orphan Drug Act (Public Law 97-414; 96
Stat. 2049), important advances have been
made in the research and treatment of rare
diseases and disorders;

Whereas the Food and Drug Administra-
tion has made strides in gathering patient
perspectives to inform the drug review proc-
ess as part of the Patient-Focused Drug De-
velopment program, an initiative that was
reaffirmed under the FDA Reauthorization
Act of 2017 (Public Law 115-52; 131 Stat. 1005);

Whereas, although the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration has approved more than 880 or-
phan indications for drugs and biological
products for the treatment of rare diseases
and disorders, 90 percent of individuals in the
United States with a rare disease or disorder
are not receiving an FDA-approved treat-
ment for their condition;

Whereas limited treatment options and dif-
ficulty obtaining reimbursement for life-al-
tering and lifesaving treatments can be chal-
lenging for individuals with rare diseases or
disorders and their families;

Whereas rare diseases and disorders in-
clude sickle cell anemia, spinal muscular at-
rophy, common variable immune deficiency,
median arcuate ligament syndrome, gly-
cogen storage disease type V, pulmonary hy-
pertension, hemophilia, cystic fibrosis, sar-
coidosis, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, and
autosomal recessive polycystic kidney dis-
ease;

Whereas individuals with rare diseases or
disorders can experience difficulty in obtain-
ing accurate diagnoses and finding physi-
cians or treatment centers with expertise in
their rare disease or disorder;

Whereas the 116th Congress passed a 4-year
extension of the Rare Pediatric Disease Pri-
ority Review Voucher program under section
529(b) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act (21 U.S.C. 360ff(b)) as part of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 (Pub-
lic Law 116-260; 134 Stat. 1182), providing an
incentive for the development of therapies
for children with rare diseases;

Whereas the 116th Congress passed the Ad-
vancing Care for Exceptional Kids Act (Pub-
lic Law 116-16; 133 Stat. 852), improving ac-
cess to coordinated, patient-centered health
care for children with complex and rare med-
ical conditions in Medicaid;

Whereas the Food and Drug Administra-
tion and the National Institutes of Health
support research on the treatment of rare
diseases and disorders;

Whereas 2021 marks the 38th anniversary of
the enactment of the Orphan Drug Act (Pub-
lic Law 97-414; 96 Stat. 2049);

Whereas Rare Disease Day is observed each
year on the last day of February;

Whereas Rare Disease Day is a global event
that was first observed in the United States
on February 28, 2009, and was observed in
more than 100 countries in 2020; and
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Whereas Rare Disease Day is expected to
be observed globally for years to come, pro-
viding hope and information for rare disease
and disorder patients around the world: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates February 28, 2021, as ‘‘Rare
Disease Day’’; and

(2) recognizes the importance of, with re-
spect to rare diseases and disorders—

(A) improving awareness;

(B) encouraging accurate and early diag-
nosis; and

(C) supporting national and global efforts
to develop effective treatments, diagnostics,
and cures.

——
SENATE RESOLUTION 75—CELE-
BRATING BLACK HISTORY
MONTH

Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mr. SCoTT
of South Carolina, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.
BLUNT, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. TiLLIS, Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. CRAPO, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. WYDEN,
Mr. RISCH, Ms. SMITH, Mr. CRAMER, Mr.
MARKEY, Mr. WICKER, Ms. HIRONO, Mr.
SULLIVAN, Mr. BROWN, Mr. SHELBY, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. MENEN-

DEZ, Mr. ScorT of Florida, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. HAGERTY, Mr. COONS,
Mr. LANKFORD, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr.

BRAUN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr.
WARNER, Ms. ERNST, Mr. KAINE, Mr.
BURR, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. YOUNG, Ms.
ROSEN, Mr. MURPHY, Ms. SINEMA, Mrs.
SHAHEEN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. SCHATZ,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr.
KiNG, Mr. BENNET, Ms. WARREN, Mr.
OSSOFF, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. SANDERS,
Mr. CARPER, Mr. CASEY, Mr. REED, Mr.
CARDIN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. LUJAN,
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mrs. BLACKBURN, and
Mr. HOEVEN) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:
S. RES. 75

Whereas, in 1776, people envisioned the
United States as a new nation dedicated to
the proposition stated in the Declaration of
Independence that ‘‘all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their Cre-
ator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the pur-
suit of Happiness’’;

Whereas Africans were first brought invol-
untarily to the shores of the United States
as early as the 17th century;

Whereas African Americans suffered en-
slavement and subsequently faced the injus-
tices of lynch mobs, segregation, and denial
of the basic and fundamental rights of citi-
zenship;

Whereas, in 2021, the vestiges of those in-
justices and inequalities remain evident in
the society of the United States;

Whereas, in the face of injustices, people of
good will and of all races in the United
States have distinguished themselves with a
commitment to the noble ideals on which
the United States was founded and have
fought courageously for the rights and free-
dom of African Americans and others;

Whereas African Americans, such as Lieu-
tenant Colonel Allen Allensworth, Maya
Angelou, Arthur Ashe, Jr., James Baldwin,
James Beckwourth, Clara Brown, Blanche
Bruce, Ralph Bunche, Shirley Chisholm, Holt
Collier, Miles Davis, Louis Armstrong, Larry
Doby, Frederick Douglass, W. E. B. Du Bois,
Ralph Ellison, Medgar Evers, Aretha Frank-
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lin, Alex Haley, Dorothy Height, Jon Hen-
dricks, Olivia Hooker, Lena Horne, Charles
Hamilton Houston, Mahalia Jackson, Steph-
anie Tubbs Jones, B.B. King, Martin Luther
King, Jr., Coretta Scott King, Thurgood
Marshall, Constance Baker Motley, Rosa
Parks, Walter Payton, Bill Pickett, Homer
Plessy, Bass Reeves, Hiram Revels, Amelia
Platts Boynton Robinson, Jackie Robinson,
Aaron Shirley, Sojourner Truth, Harriet
Tubman, Booker T. Washington, the Greens-
boro Four, the Tuskegee Airmen, Prince
Rogers Nelson, Recy Taylor, Fred
Shuttlesworth, Duke Ellington, Langston
Hughes, Muhammad Ali, Elijah Cummings
Ella Fitzgerald, Mamie Till, Toni Morrison,
Gwen Ifill, Diahann Carroll, Chadwick
Boseman, John Lewis, Katherine Johnson,
Rev. C.T. Vivian, Hank Aaron, Edith Savage-
Jennings, Septima Clark, Mary Mcleod Be-
thune, Cicely Tyson, Mary Wilson, John
Thompson, John Hope Franklin, and Chief
Justice of South Carolina Ernest Finney,
along with many others, worked against rac-
ism to achieve success and to make signifi-
cant contributions to the economic, edu-
cational, political, artistic, athletic, 1lit-
erary, scientific, and technological advance-
ment of the United States;

Whereas the contributions of African
Americans from all walks of life throughout
the history of the United States reflect the
greatness of the United States;

Whereas many African Americans lived,
toiled, and died in obscurity, never achieving
the recognition those individuals deserved,
and yet paved the way for future generations
to succeed;

Whereas African Americans continue to
serve the United States at the highest levels
of business, government, and the military;

Whereas the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln
and Frederick Douglass inspired the creation
of Negro History Week, the precursor to
Black History Month;

Whereas Negro History Week represented
the culmination of the efforts of Dr. Carter
G. Woodson, the ‘“‘Father of Black History”’,
to enhance knowledge of Black history
through The Journal of Negro History, pub-
lished by the Association for the Study of
African American Life and History, which
was founded by Dr. Carter G. Woodson and
Jesse E. Moorland;

Whereas Black History Month, celebrated
during the month of February, originated in
1926 when Dr. Carter G. Woodson set aside a
special period in February to recognize the
heritage and achievements of Black people
in the United States;

Whereas Dr. Carter G. Woodson stated,
“We have a wonderful history behind us. . .
If you are unable to demonstrate to the
world that you have this record, the world
will say to you, ‘You are not worthy to enjoy

the blessings of democracy or anything
else.””’;
Whereas, since its founding, the United

States has imperfectly progressed toward
noble goals;

Whereas the history of the United States is
the story of people regularly affirming high
ideals, striving to reach those ideals but
often failing, and then struggling to come to
terms with the disappointment of that fail-
ure, before committing to try again;

Whereas, on November 4, 2008, the people of
the United States elected Barack Obama, an
African-American man, as President of the
United States; and

Whereas, on February 22, 2012, people
across the United States celebrated the
groundbreaking of the National Museum of
African American History and Culture,
which opened to the public on September 24,
2016, on the National Mall in Washington,
District of Columbia: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—
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