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block grant resources to develop and
improve instruction in accounting. It
also aims to introduce more students
to accounting and improve career
awareness and workforce diversity in
the field. In today’s rapidly changing
world, improving students’ access to a
STEM-based curriculum is increasingly
vital to ensure they are prepared to
succeed in the 21st-century workforce.

Mathematics—the “M”’ in “STEM”’—
is a critical skill that can help stu-
dents unlock countless doors to high-
paying, in-demand fields. One of those
doors leads to the accounting profes-
sion, whose work has a direct impact
on employers, employees, retirees, in-
vestors, and the global economy. Cer-
tified professional accountants, or
CPAs, play a key role in providing cap-
ital markets with confidence in finan-
cial reporting. Modern accounting in-
creasingly requires cutting-edge math
and technology skills, including IT au-
diting, artificial intelligence, data ana-
lytics, and cyber security, to keep up
with the market’s needs.

Under the Every Student Succeeds
Act, which is current law, school dis-
tricts may use funds from the Student
Support and Academic Enrichment
Program to support a host of cur-
ricular and extracurricular activities
that deliver a well-rounded education
to students in all grade levels. Specifi-
cally, the STEM Education in Account-
ing Act would add ‘‘activities to pro-
mote the development, implementa-
tion, and strengthening of programs to
teach accounting’ to the list of courses
and activities supported by this flexi-
ble block grant. Our bill would also
promote high-quality accounting in-
struction for members of groups under-
represented in the accounting profes-
sion.

Encouraging a robust pipeline of fu-
ture accounting professionals is para-
mount. I encourage my colleagues to
join us in supporting this bill to pro-
mote accounting education, improve
students’ finance skills, and strengthen
the pipeline of future accountants, who
play such a vital role in our financial
system.

——————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 4894. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. MARKEY)
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 1404, to
award a Congressional Gold Medal to the 23d
Headquarters Special Troops and the 3133d
Signal Service Company, popularly known as
the ‘Ghost Army’, in recognition of their
unique and highly distinguished service in
conducting deception operations in Europe
during World War II.

SA 4895. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. MARKEY)
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 1404,
supra.

———
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 4894. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr.
MARKEY) proposed an amendment to
the bill S. 1404, to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to the 23d Head-
quarters Special Troops and the 3133d
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Signal Service Company, popularly
known as the ‘Ghost Army’, in recogni-
tion of their unique and highly distin-
guished service in conducting decep-
tion operations in Europe during World
War II; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Ghost Army
Congressional Gold Medal Act’’.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) the 23d Headquarters Special Troops
(comprised of the 23d Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, Special Troops, the
603d Engineer Camouflage Battalion, the
406th Combat Engineer Company, the 3132d
Signal Service Company, and the Signal
Company, Special, 23d Headquarters, Special
Troops) and the 3133d Signal Service Com-
pany were units of the United States Army
that served in Europe during World War II;

(2) the 23d Headquarters Special Troops
was actively engaged in battlefield oper-
ations from June of 1944 through March of
1945;

(3) the 3133d Signal Service Company was
engaged in operations in Italy in 1945;

(4) the deceptive activities of these units
were integral to several Allied victories
across Europe and reduced casualties;

(5) in evaluating the performance of these
units after World War II, an Army analysis
found that ‘“‘Rarely, if ever, has there been a
group of such a few men which had so great
an influence on the outcome of a major mili-
tary campaign.’’;

(6) many Ghost Army soldiers were citizen-
soldiers recruited from art schools, adver-
tising agencies, communications companies,
and other creative and technical professions;

(7) the first 4 members of the 23d Head-
quarters Special Troops landed on D-Day and
2 became casualties while creating false
beach landing sites;

(8) a detachment of Army radio operators
under the command of Lieutenant Fred Fox
joined the invasion fleet for a planned decep-
tion, Operation Troutfly, which was can-
celled;

(9) Lieutenant Fox’s men and their radios
were instead attached to the 82d Airborne,
which had lost 95 percent of its radio equip-
ment, providing critical communications as
the 82d Airborne fought its way inland;

(10) the secret deception operations of the
23d Headquarters Special Troops commenced
in France on June 14, 1944, when Task Force
Mason, a 16-man detachment of the 23d led
by First Lieutenant Bernard Mason, arrived
in Normandy;

(11) Lieutenant Mason and his men set up
dummy artillery to draw enemy fire and pro-
tect the 980th Field Artillery Battalion (VIII
Corps) as part of the Normandy Campaign;

(12) the rest of the soldiers of the 23d Head-
quarters Special Troops arrived in France in
July and August of 1944;

(13) full-scale deception efforts began with
Operation Elephant from July 1 to 4, 1944, in
which the 23d Headquarters Special Troops
covered the movement of the 2d Armored Di-
vision when it left a reserve position to go
into the line between the First United States
and Second British Armies;

(14) Operation Elephant was the first of the
21 full-scale tactical deceptions completed by
the 23d Headquarters Special Troops;

(15) often operating on or near the front
lines, the 23d Headquarters Special Troops
used inflatable tanks, artillery, airplanes
and other vehicles, advanced engineered
soundtracks, and skillfully crafted radio
trickery to create the illusion of sizable
American forces where there were none and
to draw the enemy away from Allied troops;
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(16) the 3132d and the 3133d Signal Service
Companies, activated in Pine Camp (now
Fort Drum), New York, at the Army Experi-
mental Station in March and June of 1944,
respectively, were the only ‘‘sonic decep-
tion” ground combat units of the United
States in World War II;

(17) soldiers of the 23d Headquarters Spe-
cial Troops impersonated other, larger Army
units by sewing counterfeit patches onto
their uniforms, painting false markings on
their vehicles, and creating phony head-
quarters staffed by fake generals, all in an
effort to feed false information to Axis spies;

(18) during the Battle of the Bulge, the 23d
Headquarters Special Troops created coun-
terfeit radio traffic in an effort to deceive
the enemy of the movement of elements of
General George S. Patton’s Third Army as it
shifted to break through to the 101st Air-
borne Division and elements of 10th Armored
Division in the besieged Belgian town of Bas-
togne;

(19) in its final mission, Operation Viersen,
in March 1945, the 23d Headquarters Special
Troops conducted a tactical deception oper-
ation intended to draw German units down
the Rhine River and away from the Ninth
Army, allowing the Ninth Army to cross the
Rhine into Germany;

(20) during Operation Viersen, the 23d
Headquarters Special Troops, with the as-
sistance of other units, impersonated 2 com-
plete divisions of American forces by using
fabricated radio networks, soundtracks of
construction work and artillery fire, and
hundreds of inflatable and real vehicles;

(21) according to a military intelligence of-
ficer of the 79th Infantry, ‘‘There is no doubt
that Operation Viersen materially assisted
in deceiving the enemy with regard to the
real dispositions and intentions of this
Army.”’;

(22) 3 soldiers of the 23d Headquarters Spe-
cial Troops gave their lives and dozens were
injured in carrying out their mission;

(23) in April 1945, the 3133d Signal Service
Company conducted Operation Craftsman in
support of Operation Second Wind, the suc-
cessful Allied effort to break through the
German defensive position to the north of
Florence, Italy, known as the Gothic Line;

(24) along with an attached platoon of Brit-
ish engineers, who were inflatable decoy spe-
cialists, the 3133d Signal Service Company
used sonic deception to misrepresent troop
locations along this defensive line;

(25) the activities of the 23d Headquarters
Special Troops and the 3133d Signal Service
Company remained highly classified for
more than 40 years after the war and re-
ceived minimal recognition;

(26) the extraordinary accomplishments of
this unit are deserving of belated official rec-
ognition; and

(27) the United States is eternally grateful
to the soldiers of the 23d Headquarters Spe-
cial Troops and the 3133d Signal Service
Company for their proficient use of innova-
tive tactics during World War II, which saved
lives and made significant contributions to
the defeat of the Axis powers.

SEC. 3. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL.

(a) AWARD AUTHORIZED.—The President Pro
Tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of
the House of Representatives shall make ap-
propriate arrangements for the award, on be-
half of Congress, of a gold medal of appro-
priate design to the 23d Headquarters Special
Troops and the 3133d Signal Services Com-
pany, known collectively as the ‘‘Ghost
Army’’, in recognition of unique and highly
distinguished service during World War II.

(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For the pur-
poses of the award referred to in subsection
(a), the Secretary of the Treasury (in this
Act referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’) shall
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strike the gold medal with suitable emblems,
devices, and inscriptions, to be determined
by the Secretary.

(c) SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Following the award of
the gold medal under subsection (a), the gold
medal shall be given to the Smithsonian In-
stitution, where it shall be available for dis-
play as appropriate and made available for
research.

(2) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the Smithsonian Institution
should make the gold medal received under
paragraph (1) available for display elsewhere,
particularly at other locations associated
with the 23d Headquarters Special Troops
and the 3133d Signal Services Company.

(d) DUPLICATE MEDALS.—The Secretary
may strike and sell duplicates in bronze of
the gold medal struck under this Act, at a
price sufficient to cover the cost of the med-
als, including labor, materials, dies, use of
machinery, and overhead expenses.

SEC. 4. STATUS OF MEDAL.

(a) NATIONAL MEDAL.—The medals struck
under this Act are national medals for the
purposes of chapter 51 of title 31, Unites
States Code.

(b) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purpose of sec-
tion 5134 of title 31, United States Code, all
medals struck under this Act shall be consid-
ered to be numismatic items.

SEC. 5. AUTHORITY TO USE FUND AMOUNTS;
PROCEEDS OF SALE.

(a) AUTHORITY TO USE FUND AMOUNTS.—
There is authorized to be charged against the
United States Mint Public Enterprise Fund
such amounts as may be necessary to pay for
the costs of the medals struck under this
Act.

(b) PROCEEDS OF SALE.—Amounts received
from the sale of duplicate bronze medals au-
thorized under section 3(d) shall be deposited
into the United States Mint Public Enter-
prise Fund.

SEC. 6. DETERMINATION
FECTS.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the
purposes of complying with the Statutory
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion” for this Act, submitted for printing in
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of
the House Budget Committee, provided that
such statement has been submitted prior to
the vote on passage.

SA 4895. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr.
MARKEY) proposed an amendment to
the bill S. 1404, to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to the 23d Head-
quarters Special Troops and the 3133d
Signal Service Company, popularly
known as the ’Ghost Army’, in recogni-
tion of their unique and highly distin-
guished service in conducting decep-
tion operations in Europe during World
War II; as follows:

Amend the title so as to read: ‘“A bill to
award a Congressional Gold Medal to the 23d
Headquarters Special Troops and the 3133d
Signal Service Company, popularly known as
the ‘Ghost Army’, in recognition of their
unique and highly distinguished service in
conducting deception operations in Europe
during World War II.”.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I have
10 requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority Leaders.

OF BUDGETARY EF-
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Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, December 15, 2021, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, December 15,
2021, at 10 a.m., conduct an executive
session.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, December 15,
2021, at 2:30 p.m., conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, De-
cember 15, 2021, at 10:45 a.m., to con-
duct a business meeting.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, De-
cember 15, 2021, at 3:30 p.m., to conduct
a business meeting.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Wednesday, December 15,
2021, at 11:30 a.m., to conduct a busi-
ness meeting.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, December
15, 2021, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing
on nominations.

COMMITIEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, De-
cember 15, 2021, at 3 p.m., to conduct a
business meeting.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, December 15, 2021, at 2 p.m., to
conduct a closed business meeting fol-
lowed by a closed briefing.

SUBCOMMITIEE ON COMPETITION POLICY,
ANTITRUST, AND CONSUMER RIGHTS

The Subcommittee on Competition
Policy, Antitrust, and Consumer
Rights of the Committee on the Judici-
ary is authorized to meet during the
session of the Senate on Wednesday,
December 15, 2021, at 2:30 p.m., to con-
duct a hearing.
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PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that my State De-
partment fellow Deanne de Lima be
given floor privileges throughout the
remainder of this Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Will Sheehan,
a fellow in my office, be granted floor
privileges for the remainder of the
117th Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

DIRECTING THE SECRETARY OF
THE SENATE TO MAKE A COR-
RECTION IN THE ENROLLMENT
OF THE BILL S. 1605

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of H. Con.
Res. 64, which was received from the
House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 64)
directing the Secretary of the Senate to
make a correction in the enrollment of the
bill S. 1605.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the concurrent resolution be
agreed to and the motion to reconsider
be considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 64) was agreed to.

—

RESPONSIBLE EDUCATION MITI-
GATING OPTIONS AND TECH-
NICAL EXTENSIONS ACT

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 5545, which was received
from the House and is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 5545) to extend certain expiring
provisions of law relating to benefits pro-
vided under Department of Veterans Affairs
educational assistance programs during
COVID-19 pandemic, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time.

Mr. SCHUMER. I know of no further
debate on the bill.
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On page S9216, December 15, 2021, near the bottom of the middle column, 
the following appears: The Committee on Veterans' Affairs is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate o Wednesday, December 15, 2021, at 3 p.m., 
to conduct a business meeting.

The online Record has been corrected to read: The Committee on Veterans' 
Affairs is authorized to meet during the session of the Senate on Wednesday, 
December 15, 2021, at 3 p.m., to conduct a business meeting.



On page S9216, December 15, 2021, near the bottom of the middle column, 
the following appears: The Select Committee on Intelligence is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate Wednesday, December 15, 2021, at 2 p.m., 
to conduct a closed business meeting followed by a closed briefing.

The online Record has been corrected to read: The Select Committee on 
Intelligence is authorized to meet during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, December 15, 2021, at 2 p.m., to conduct a closed business meeting 
followed by a closed briefing.
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