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STUDENT VETERAN EMERGENCY
RELIEF ACT OF 2022

under the laws administered by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs in the
case of changes to courses of education
by reason of emergency situations, and
for other purposes, on which the yeas
and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
TAKANO) that the House suspend the
rules and concur in the Senate amend-
ment.

This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 380, nays 35,
not voting 15, as follows:

[Roll No. 546]

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CASTEN). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XX, the unfinished business is the vote
on the motion to suspend the rules and
concur in the Senate amendment to
the bill (H.R. 7939) to make permanent
certain educational assistance benefits
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O 1605

Mr. CRAWFORD changed his vote
from ‘“‘nay”’ to ‘‘yea.”
So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
Senate amendment was concurred in.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Speaker, | returned
home to Green Bay, Wisconsin today to at-
tend to a family matter and avoid dangerous
travel ahead of the powerful snow storm. Had
| been present, | would have voted “nay” on
rollcall No. 539, “yea” on rolicall No. 540,
“yea” on rollcall No. 541, “yea” on rollcall No.
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542, “yea” on rollcall No. 543, “yea” on rolicall
No. 544, “yea” on rollcall No. 545 and “yea”

on rollcall No. 546.
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———

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS UPDATE

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, as the
Members know, the Senate has now
passed the omnibus which will fund
government. As the Members also
know, the government will be shut
down at midnight tomorrow if we do
not pass additional legislation here.

I have been over in the Senate talk-
ing to those who will prepare the bill
to be sent to this Chamber. Unfortu-
nately, the process takes a long time
to do, and it will not be to us for a sig-
nificant period of time, meaning it will
not be to us before midnight tonight.

As a result, I will announce to Mem-
bers that I believe we will have no re-
corded votes until at the earliest 9 a.m.
tomorrow, and Members need to be
available at 9 a.m. and thereafter.

As soon as we get the documents to
process on the floor, we will proceed as
quickly as possible, and in addition,
the Senate has passed and we will pass,
as well, a short-term CR so that the
bill can be enrolled and sent to the
President for signature so there will be
no termination or closing of the gov-
ernment’s operations.

So, again, we will be having no fur-
ther votes tonight. We will reconvene
at 9 a.m., and votes will be conducted
as soon thereafter as we are ready to
do so.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE BLAKE MOORE, MEMBER
OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable BLAKE
MOORE, Member of Congress:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 22, 2022.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAME SPEAKER: This is to notify
you formally, pursuant to rule VIII of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, that
I, the Honorable BLAKE MOORE, U.S. Rep-
resentative for the 1st congressional district
of Utah, have been served with a subpoena
for documents issued by the Third Judicial
District Court, Salt Lake County, State of
Utah.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have not yet determined if

December 22, 2022

compliance with the subpoena is consistent
with the privileges and rights of the House.
Sincerely,
BLAKE MOORE,
Member of Congress.

———

NATIONAL CEMETERIES PRESER-
VATION AND PROTECTION ACT
OF 2022

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S.
4949) to amend title 38, United States
Code, to address green burial sections
in national cemeteries, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 4949

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National
Cemeteries Preservation and Protection Act
of 2022,

SEC. 2. PLOT AND INTERMENT ALLOWANCES FOR
VETERANS BURIED BEFORE MARCH
15, 2022, IN CEMETERIES ON TRUST
LAND OWNED BY, OR HELD IN
TRUST FOR, TRIBAL ORGANIZA-
TIONS.

The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
pay a plot or interment allowance under
paragraph (1) of section 2303(b) of title 38,
United States Code, for a veteran if—

(1) the veteran was buried, before March 15,
2022, in a cemetery, or in a section of a ceme-
tery, that is on trust land owned by, or held
in trust for, a tribal organization;

(2) the tribal organization that is respon-
sible for operating and maintaining the cem-
etery, or the section of cemetery, applies for
such allowance;

(3) a plot or interment allowance was not
already paid for the burial of such veteran
under paragraph (2) of such section; and

(4) the burial of the veteran otherwise
meets the requirements under paragraph (1)
of such section.

SEC. 3. GREEN BURIAL SECTIONS AT NATIONAL
CEMETERIES.

Section 2404 of title 38, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in subsection (c)(2)—

(A) in subparagraph (C), by striking °;
and” and inserting a semicolon;

(B) in subparagraph (D), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘“(E) in the case of grave sites in a green
burial section designated under subsection
(i), the Secretary may provide for grave
markers of such type as the Secretary con-
siders appropriate.”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘(1)(1) The Secretary may designate one or
more sections in any national cemetery as
green burial sections.

“(2) In this subsection, the term ‘green
burial section’ means a section of a cemetery
in which the remains of individuals interred
in that section—

‘“(A) have been prepared for interment in a
manner that does not involve chemicals or
embalming fluids; and

‘“(B) have been interred in a natural man-
ner or in completely biodegradable burial re-
ceptacles.”.

SEC. 4. TRANSFER OF ADMINISTRATIVE JURIS-
DICTION OVER LAND AT FORT BLISS,
TEXAS, FOR EXPANSION OF FORT
BLISS NATIONAL CEMETERY.

(a) TRANSFER AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary
of the Army may transfer to the Secretary of
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