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head-on. My legislation, the Assessing
Xi’s Interference and Subversion Act,
or the AXIS Act, requires the U.S.
State Department to submit an ongo-
ing report to Congress detailing the
CCP’s support for Russia before and
since the invasion of Ukraine. This in-
cludes troubling reports about CCP ef-
forts to assist Russia in evading the ef-
fects of international sanctions.

The AXIS Act also requires the State
Department to submit its first report
to Congress within 30 days of the bill
being enacted and 90 days thereafter. I
plan on receiving a commitment from
Secretary Blinken at tomorrow’s For-
eign Affairs Committee hearing that he
will comply with this deadline.

I thank my Democratic and Repub-
lican colleagues on the House Foreign
Affairs Committee, including Chair-
man MEEKS and Ranking Member
McCAUL, for their support. I thank my
friend from Minnesota for his support
of this legislation, and I thank my
friend from South Carolina, as well, for
helping us unanimously pass this bill
out of committee.

The threat that this new axis of evil
poses to the United States is not a Re-
publican one or a Democratic one. It is
an American one. This full report on
the Russia-CCP alliance will inform
the American public and enable law-
makers to begin positioning the United
States to overcome this geopolitical
challenge.

As a member of the House China
Task Force, and with my strong belief
that freedom must be defended from
the aggression of authoritarians, like
this invasion that we have seen, we
must confront it; we must repel it; and
we must call it out when we see it.
That is why I urge all of my colleagues
in the House to vote ‘“‘yes.”

Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Mrs. KiMm).

Mrs. KIM of California. Mr. Speaker,
I thank Mr. WILSON for yielding and for
his leadership on this issue.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of the AXIS Act. We must take strong
steps to investigate if and how the Chi-
nese Government and affiliated enti-
ties are helping Russia evade sanctions
after Vladimir Putin’s unprovoked in-
vasion of Ukraine.

While the United States, our NATO
allies, and countries around the world
have strongly condemned and taken ac-
tion during Vladimir Putin’s invasion,
the silence and deference from Chinese
Government officials is deafening.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi
continues to say Russia is China’s most
important strategic partner. We know
that as Russia continues to invade
Ukraine, China is eyeing Taiwan. We
must show dictators that they cannot
invade a free country and ally
unprovoked without consequences.

I am proud to cosponsor the AXIS
Act, and I thank my friend, Congress-
man ANDY BARR, for leading this bill.
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Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I especially appreciate
the people of China. My father served
in 1944 as a member of the Flying Ti-
gers, the 14th Air Force of the Army
Air Corps of the United States, to de-
fend the people of China in World War
II. He served in Kunming, Chengdu, and
Xi’an, and he had a deep affection for
the people of China. We want the best
for the people of China.

Sadly, at every step of Russia’s
unprovoked, full-scale invasion of
Ukraine, the CCP has chosen to reject
the free world and embrace Putin’s
mass murder. Just last week, one of
the CCP’s top Foreign Ministry offi-
cials promised to increase strategic co-
ordination with Russia, regardless of
Russia’s war crimes. But we know that
Ukraine will win with the leadership of
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

They need to be held accountable at
the CCP, and Congressman ANDY
BARR’s legislation does just that.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
support this legislation, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I may consume
for the purpose of closing.

Mr. Speaker, when it comes to China
and Russia, I do not trust empty words;
I verify.

H.R. 7314, the AXIS Act, will help
Congress and the American people stay
informed about how, if at all, China
might be supporting Russia in its
unprovoked, unjust, and illegal inva-
sion of Ukraine.

It is of the utmost importance for
this body and the world to understand
whether China is complicit in the gross
atrocities and war crimes being com-
mitted against the Ukrainian people.
Doing so will allow us to adjust our
strategies and policies as necessary to
further isolate Russia and deepen sup-
port for the Ukrainian people.

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues
will join me in supporting this bill, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
PHILLIPS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7314, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.
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PROTECTING SEMICONDUCTOR
SUPPLY CHAIN MATERIALS
FROM AUTHORITARIANS ACT

Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 7372) to amend the Ukraine Free-
dom Support Act of 2014 to require the
President to establish a semiconductor
supply chain working group in response
to the Russian invasion of Ukraine and
submit reports to Congress on poten-
tial future disruptions to the supply
chain.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 7372

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Protecting
Semiconductor Supply Chain Materials from
Authoritarians Act’.

SEC. 2. AMENDMENTS TO THE UKRAINE FREE-
DOM SUPPORT ACT OF 2014.

The Ukraine Freedom Support Act of 2014
(22 U.S.C. 8921 et seq.) is amended—

(1) by redesignating section 11 as section
13; and

(2) by inserting after section 10 the fol-
lowing new sections:

“SEC. 11. WORKING GROUP ON SEMICONDUCTOR
SUPPLY DISRUPTIONS.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days
after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion, the President shall establish an inter-
agency working group to address semicon-
ductor supply chain issues caused by the
Russia’s illegal and unprovoked attack on
Ukraine.

‘“(b) MEMBERSHIP.—The interagency work-
ing group established pursuant to subsection
(a) shall be comprised of the head, or des-
ignee of the head, of each of the following:

‘(1) The Department of State.

‘(2) The Department of Defense.

¢(3) The Department of Commerce.

‘“(4) The Department of the Treasury.

*“(5) The Office of the United States Trade
Representative.

¢“(6) The Department of Interior.

*“(7) The Department of Energy.

‘“(8) The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity.

*(9) The Department of Labor.

‘(10) Any other Federal department or
agency the President determines appro-
priate.

‘‘(c) CHAIR.—The Secretary of State shall
serve as the chair of the working group es-
tablished pursuant to subsection (a).

“SEC. 12. REPORTS ON SEMICONDUCTOR SUPPLY
CHAIN DISRUPTIONS.

‘‘(a) REPORT ON IMPACT OF RUSSIA’S INVA-
SION OF UKRAINE.—Not later than 60 days
after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion, the Secretary of State shall submit to
the committees listed in subsection (b) a re-
port of the interagency working group that—

‘(1) reviews and analyzes—

‘“‘(A) the impact of Russia’s unprovoked at-
tack on Ukraine on the supply of palladium,
neon gas, helium, and hexafluorobutadiene
(C4F6); and

‘“(B) the impact, if any, on supply chains
and the global economy;

‘“(2) recounts diplomatic efforts by the
United States to work with other countries
that mine, synthesize, or purify palladium,
neon gas, helium, or hexafluorobutadiene
(C4F6);

“(3) quantifies the actions resulting from
these efforts to diversify sources of supply of
these items;
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‘‘(4) sets forth steps the United States has
taken to bolster its production or secure sup-
ply of palladium or other compounds and ele-
ments listed in paragraph (1)(A);

‘“(5) lists any other important elements,
compounds, or products in the semicon-
ductor supply chain that have been affected
by Russia’s illegal attack on Ukraine; and

‘(6) recommends any potential legislative
steps that could be taken by Congress to fur-
ther bolster the supply of elements, com-
pounds, or products for the semiconductor
supply chain that have been curtailed as a
result of Russia’s actions.

“‘(b) COMMITTEES LISTED.—The committees
listed in this subsection are—

‘(1) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Energy and Commerce of
the House of Representatives; and

‘(2) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate.

“(c) ANNUAL REPORT ON POTENTIAL FUTURE
SHOCKS TO SEMICONDUCTOR SUPPLY CHAINS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion, and annually thereafter for 5 years, the
Secretary of State shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate a report of the
interagency working group that—

‘‘(A) outlines and plans for the most likely
future geopolitical developments that could
severely disrupt global semiconductor supply
chains in ways that could harm the national
security or economic interests of the United
States;

‘“(B) forecasts the various potential im-
pacts on the global supply chain for semi-
conductors, and products that use semi-
conductors, from the developments outlined
pursuant to subparagraph (A), as well as the
following contingencies—

‘(i) an invasion of Taiwan or geopolitical
instability or conflict in East Asia;

‘“(ii) a broader war or geopolitical insta-
bility in Europe;

‘‘(iii) strategic competitors dominating
parts of the supply chain and leveraging that
dominance coercively;

“(iv) a future international health crisis;
and

‘(v) natural disasters or shortages of nat-
ural resources and raw materials;

‘“(C) describes the kind of continency plans
that would be needed for the safe evacuation
of individuals with deep scientific and tech-
nical knowledge of semiconductors and their
supply chain from areas under risk from con-
flict or natural disaster; and

‘(D) evaluates the current technical and
supply chain work force expertise within the
Federal government to carry out these as-
sessments.”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. PHILLIPS) and the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. WIL-
SON) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Minnesota.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 7372.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota?

There was no objection.

Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 7372, the Protecting Semicon-
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ductor Supply Chain Materials from
Authoritarians Act.

The pandemic has exposed how intri-
cate, how fragile, and how globalized
supply chains are in 2022. Many of the
products our families know and use
every day, whether it is our cars, our
computers, our smartphones, or our re-
frigerators, are the products of com-
plex components assembled all around
the globe. Semiconductors are a prime
example, as they power just about
every electronic device in existence.

America is the global leader in semi-
conductors because our semiconductor
design companies are the global lead-
ers. No country is capable of making
advanced semiconductors without
American innovation and know-how.

But we are also reliant on other na-
tions that are a part of the semicon-
ductor supply chain. Ukraine and Rus-
sia are crucial providers of important
compounds and elements that are nec-
essary for their production, including
palladium, neon gas, helium, and C4F6.
Without these gases, many types of
semiconductors cannot be produced.
Most chip-making companies had a lit-
tle extra supply of these products be-
fore Putin started his immoral, un-
justifiable invasion, but these stores
are quickly dwindling.

This bill directs the President to
quickly address this problem and forces
the administration to work with our
allies and partners to ramp up produc-
tion of these key elements and com-
pounds. It also asks the administration
to look ahead to future geopolitical
threats and analyze how we can pre-
pare for potential instability down the
road.

I thank Representative TITUS for her
work on this important bill and for
working in a bipartisan way with Rep-
resentative MEIJER.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this valuable legis-
lation, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of the Protecting Semiconductor Sup-
ply Chain Materials from Authoritar-
ians Act.

H.R. 7372 would set up a high-level
interagency task force to make sure
that we have a whole-of-government ef-
fort to anticipate and respond to the
impacts on the supply chain for semi-
conductors.

The semiconductor supply chain has
long been under strain, which has only
been exacerbated by the COVID pan-
demic. On top of that, the war criminal
Putin’s invasion of Ukraine has only
added to the problem. It has inter-
rupted critical inputs into the semicon-
ductor supply chain, such as palladium,
neon gas, and helium.

While it certainly is important to
know the impacts on this critical sup-
ply chain caused by Russia’s invasion,
the United States must take a holistic
approach and work with our allies and
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partners to strengthen the entire semi-
conductor supply chain and protect it
from being dominated by the Chinese
Communist Party.

I am pleased that this bill also re-
quires forward-looking assessments to
understand the impact to the supply
chain by a possible invasion of Taiwan,
a courageous beacon of democracy in
the East that manufactures 90 percent
of advanced logic semiconductors.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. MEIJER).

Mr. MEIJER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of H.R. 7372,
the Protecting Semiconductor Supply
Chain Materials from Authoritarians
Act.

This bill, which I helped introduce
with Representative TITUS, is an in-
credibly timely bill and focuses on two
of the most pressing issues today: the
war in Ukraine and our semiconductor
supply chain shortages.

Over the past 2 years, we have seen
unprecedented challenges to our supply
chain. The current war in Ukraine has
exacerbated each and every one of
these challenges, threatening our sup-
ply of critical minerals, including the
supply for semiconductors.
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From cell phones and cars to medical
devices, we all know the integral role
that semiconductors play in our every-
day lives. My home State of Michigan
knows all too well the challenges that
the semiconductor shortage have cre-
ated for our economy. A threat to our
supply chains is a matter of both eco-
nomic and national security, and we
need a robust and coordinated response
to any threats to our semiconductor
supply chain. This bill offers just that.

By establishing a working group fo-
cused specifically on the threats to our
semiconductor supply chain as a result
of Putin’s illegal war of aggression in
Ukraine, we can ensure that all avail-
able resources and expertise are being
used to examine how our critical min-
eral supply is affected by the ongoing
war. This legislation also examines
how we can bolster our supply of crit-
ical minerals, as well as how we in Con-
gress can offer legislative solutions to
help support and strengthen our supply
chains.

We know now that our global supply
chain is at a critical juncture, and if it
can be disrupted for semiconductors,
the threats will be endless to our eco-
nomic and national security. This leg-
islation allows us to take meaningful
steps to identify how the ongoing war
threatens the chain and what we can
do to shore up our supply domestically.

I want to thank the gentlewoman
from Nevada (Ms. TIiTUS) for leading
this effort, and I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill.
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Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume to close.

Mr. Speaker, the U.S. share of global
semiconductor production has dropped
from 37 percent in 1990 to 12 percent
today, and it is projected to decline
even further without a comprehensive
U.S. strategy to support the industry.

This bill is a small step in the right
direction, but we must do more to en-
sure these vital supply chains for semi-
conductors. If we fail, the impacts to
our economy and national security will
be monumental.

We are in a conflict of democracy
with rule by law opposed by authori-
tarians of rule by gun.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume for
the purpose of closing.

H.R. 7372 is important legislation
that will take practical steps to solve
supply chain problems that would af-
fect all Americans in a bipartisan way.

This is exactly the type of work we
were elected to do. I applaud the gen-
tlewoman from Nevada (Ms. TITUS) and
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
MEIJER) for their work on the Pro-
tecting Semiconductor Supply Chain
Materials from Authoritarians Act.

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues
will join me in supporting this bill, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
PHILLIPS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7372.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

UKRAINE RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
SUPPORT ACT

Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 496) to oppose violations of reli-
gious freedom in Ukraine by Russia
and armed groups commanded by Rus-
sia, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 496

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Ukraine Re-

ligious Freedom Support Act”.
SEC. 2. STATEMENT OF POLICY.
It is the policy of the United States—
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(1) to never recognize the illegal, at-
tempted annexation of Crimea by the Gov-
ernment of the Russia or the separation
through the use of military force or recogni-
tion of independence of any portion of
Ukrainian territory; and

(2) to consider any alien who, while serving
as an official of the Government of Russia,
was responsible for or directly carried out
particularly severe violations of religious
freedom in the sovereign territory of
Ukraine that Russia illegally occupies, con-
trols, or recognizes as independent, including
through non-state armed groups and illegal
entities it commands or otherwise supports
or which act on Russia’s behalf, to have com-
mitted particularly severe violations of reli-
gious freedom for purposes of applying sec-
tion 212(a)(2)(G) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(2)(G)) with re-
spect to any such alien.

SEC. 3. DESIGNATION OF RUSSIA AS A COUNTRY
OF PARTICULAR CONCERN FOR RE-
LIGIOUS FREEDOM.

For purposes of making a determination of
whether to designate Russia as a country of
particular concern for religious freedom
under section 402 of the International Reli-
gious Freedom Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6442),
the President shall consider any particularly
severe violation of religious freedom in the
territory of Ukraine that Russia illegally oc-
cupies, controls, or recognizes as inde-
pendent, including through non-state armed
groups and illegal entities it commands or
otherwise supports or which act on Russia’s
behalf, during the period of time that is the
basis for the determination and designation,
to be a particularly severe violation of reli-
gious freedom that the Government of Rus-
sia has engaged in or tolerated.

[SEC. 4. DETERMINATION OF BUDGETARY EF-
FECTS.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the
purpose of complying with the Statutory
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement
titled ‘“‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion”’ for this Act, submitted for printing in
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of
the House Budget Committee, provided that
such statement has been submitted prior to
the vote on passage.]

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. PHILLIPS) and the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. WIL-
SON) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Minnesota.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 496,
as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota?

There was no objection.

Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise today in support of H.R. 496,
the Ukraine Religious Freedom Sup-
port Act, and thank my committee col-
league and friend, the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. WILSON), for intro-
ducing it.

As we speak here in this Chamber,
Russian forces are ravaging Ukrainian
cities and towns. They are committing
unspeakable atrocities and war crimes

H4529

against innocent civilians and con-
tinuing to wage an unprovoked and un-
justified war. The world cannot and
will not overlook or forget Russia’s
heinous acts of aggression, nor the war
crimes and other human rights viola-
tions it is committing.

But, sadly, Russia’s human rights
violations against Ukrainian civilians
and on sovereign Ukrainian territory
started well before February of this
year. Ever since Russia illegally at-
tempted to annex Crimea and backed
the separatists in the Donbas region,
Russia and Russian-backed forces, as
well as the so-called authorities in
those regions, have demonstrated a
complete disregard for human rights,
including the rights of Ukrainians and
others to practice their religions free-
ly.

That is why H.R. 496 is so critically
important. We must hold accountable
those Russians and Russian-backed in-
dividuals responsible for committing
severe violations of religious freedom
on Ukrainian sovereign territory. Not
only must we ensure that it is held ac-
countable for the daily human rights
violations that characterize its illegal
war in Ukraine, but also for those com-
mitted long before this latest invasion.

Given that the U.S. may take ac-
tions, including by withdrawing devel-
opment assistance, against countries
who defy religious freedoms protected
under U.S. Federal law, H.R. 496 directs
the President to include Russia-con-
trolled areas and groups when deter-
mining concern for religious freedoms
and funding eligibility for Russia.

Mr. Speaker, I support this impor-
tant legislation and thank the gen-
tleman from South Carolina once again
for introducing it. I urge all Members
to vote in support, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY,
Washington, DC, April 20, 2022.
Hon. GREGORY MEEKS,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs, House
of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN MEEKS: This letter is to
advise you that the Committee on the Judi-
ciary has now had an opportunity to review
the provisions in H.R. 496, the ‘“Ukraine Reli-
gious Freedom Support Act,” that fall with-
in our Rule X jurisdiction. I appreciate your
consulting with us on those provisions. The
Judiciary Committee has no objection to
your including them in the bill for consider-
ation on the House floor, and to expedite
that consideration is willing to forgo action
on H.R. 496, with the understanding that we
do not thereby waive any future jurisdic-
tional claim over those provisions or their
subject matters.

In the event a House-Senate conference on
this or similar legislation is convened, the
Judiciary Committee reserves the right to
request an appropriate number of conferees
to address any concerns with these or simi-
lar provisions that may arise in conference.

Please place this letter into the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the
measure on the House floor. Thank you for
the cooperative spirit in which you have
worked regarding this matter and others be-
tween our committees.

Sincerely,
JERROLD NADLER,
Chairman.
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