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Say it. The European Union should do
s0, as well.

Today, we are being heard again on a
bipartisan basis—loud and clear—and I
hope the European Union hears our
message. I hope my colleagues will join
us in supporting this resolution, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
MALINOWSKI) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 558, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———
O 1600

HELEN KELLER NATIONAL CEN-
TER REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF
2022

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 1433) to reauthorize the
Helen Keller National Center for
Youths and Adults Who Are Deaf-
Blind, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1433

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Helen Keller
National Center Reauthorization Act of
2022,

SEC. 2. HELEN KELLER NATIONAL CENTER REAU-
THORIZED.

The first sentence of section 205(a) of the
Helen Keller National Center Act (29 U.S.C.
1904(a)) is amended by striking 1999 through
2003’ and inserting ‘2023 through 2027°°.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. ScoTT) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr.
SEMPOLINSKI) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have b legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 1433, the Helen Keller National
Center Reauthorization Act of 2022.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
1433, the Helen Keller National Center
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Reauthorization Act, which would re-
authorize the Helen Keller National
Center for 5 years.

The Helen Keller National Center for
Youths and Adults Who Are Deaf-Blind
was first authorized by Congress in 1967
to assist the deaf-blind community in
America.

To this day, it is the only com-
prehensive national program that pro-
vides information, referrals, support,
and training exclusively to Americans
who have combined vision and hearing
loss, while also supporting families and
professionals who work with the deaf-
blind community.

Moreover, the Helen Keller National
Center is the only comprehensive na-
tional program that provides for infor-
mation, referral, support, and training
exclusively to youth and adults who
have combined vision and hearing loss.
The center also supports families and
professionals who work with the deaf-
blind community.

Thankfully, through our actions
today, we will be one step closer to re-
authorizing the center’s important
work through 2027.

The Helen Keller center performs
life-changing work. This work and the
population it serves deserve all of our
support.

Lastly, I thank the sponsor of the
legislation, the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. POCAN), and the cosponsors,
the gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr.
CoOLE), the gentleman from New York
(Mr. Suozzi), and the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK), for
their leadership on this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support the American deaf-
blind community and support this bi-
partisan legislation before us.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SEMPOLINSKI. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 1433, bipartisan legislation to
reauthorize the Helen Keller National
Center Act.

This center is unique. In fact, it is
the only one of its kind. Since 1967, the
center has helped individuals with
combined vision and hearing loss by
providing them, as well as their fami-
lies and service providers, with special-
ized, intensive services to help them
lead successful and independent lives.
This includes, but isn’t limited to, ca-
reer and technical education.

Simply put, the center offers hope
and dignity to those it serves. This
center is on the forefront of research in
developing new and innovative ways
for those that are deaf-blind to live a
full and independent life. The end goal
is allowing those with combined vision
and hearing loss to work and thrive in
communities of their choice.

The Helen Keller National Center is
living up to the legacy of its namesake.
Helen Keller is the epitome of persever-
ance. She overcame every obstacle to
lead a successful life that impacted the
lives of so many.
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She once wrote, ‘A happy life con-
sists not in the absence but in the mas-
tery of hardships.” There is so much
we can learn from Helen Keller’s com-
mitment to serving others despite her
own trials.

This bipartisan bill will ensure that
the Helen Keller National Center con-
tinues to help deaf-blind youth and
adults triumph over adversity, just as
Helen Keller did more than 50 years
ago.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill and, in doing so, em-
power those who are deaf-blind to live
full, successful, and independent lives.
This bill will help ensure these stu-
dents and adults have all the resources
they need to reach their fullest poten-
tial.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
SU0zzI), a cosponsor of the legislation.

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the chairman for giving me the oppor-
tunity to speak in support of H.R. 1433,
the reauthorization of the Helen Keller
National Center for Youths and Adults
Who Are Deaf-Blind in our country.

Let me start by thanking not only
the chairman but Congressman POCAN
and all of my colleagues who, on a bi-
partisan basis, have shown over-
whelming support for this legislation
and the national center.

The Helen Keller National Center for
the Deaf-Blind, located in my district,
is the only center of its type anywhere
in the Nation. People from all over the
country travel to the center for help,
and they have regional support centers,
as well.

In my first 2 weeks in office, back in
2017, I visited the Helen Keller National
Center for the first time. I heard sto-
ries from people whose lives were
changed and whose families’ lives were
changed because of the miracles that
were brought into their lives by this
exceptional national treasure.

People’s lives have been changed dra-
matically because of the work of this
center supported by this Congress for
55 years, since 1967. We need to con-
tinue to support the center.

I thank my colleagues for the great
work that they have done in sup-
porting it and continuing to increase
its funding year after year. Let us keep
working together on a bipartisan basis
to serve the people of our country, es-
pecially this vulnerable population.
Imagine what it would be like to be
deaf and blind.

This is truly a national treasure, and
I thank my colleagues for their sup-
port.

Mr. SEMPOLINSKI. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote in favor of reauthorizing the
Helen Keller National Center Act.

Helen Keller’s story is an example of
determination and hard work. Not only
did she overcome her difficulties, but
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she worked tirelessly to better the
lives of others. In doing so, she showed
the world there were no boundaries.
That is how the center looks at its
work and those who it serves.

As a parent of a child with a dis-
ability, this issue is very near and dear
to my heart, so I am glad to have this
time today to share my thoughts and
experiences. I know firsthand the im-
portance of each child with a disability
having every possible opportunity to
succeed and thrive. Any parent of a
child with any disability can tell you
that their top priority is to provide the
very best for their children’s education
and growth.

I will work tirelessly in and out of
Congress for the disability community.
This is one of many reasons why I sup-
port this bill. Today’s bipartisan legis-
lation will allow the center to continue
its invaluable research and develop-
mental programs in several areas, in-
cluding communication techniques and
teaching methods.

All of this leads to improved program
offerings and, ultimately, better lives
for deaf-blind Americans and their
families.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes” on H.R. 1433.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation will
help members of the deaf-blind commu-
nity across the country. I thank the
gentleman from New York for his lead-
ership, along with the sponsors and co-
sponsors of the legislation. I am proud
that the House is considering this leg-
islation today.

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘yes’ vote, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CUELLAR). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. ScoTT) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 1433, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

BRIDGING THE GAP FOR NEW
AMERICANS ACT

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (S. 3157) to require the Sec-
retary of Labor to conduct a study of
the factors affecting employment op-
portunities for immigrants and refu-
gees with professional credentials ob-
tained in foreign countries.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:
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S. 3157

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Bridging the
Gap for New Americans Act”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) APPLICABLE IMMIGRANTS AND REFU-
GEES.—The term ‘‘applicable immigrants and
refugees’—

(A) means individuals who—

(i)(I) are not citizens or nationals of the
United States; and

(II) are lawfully present in the United
States and authorized to be employed in the
United States; or

(ii) are naturalized citizens of the United
States who were born outside of the United
States and its outlying possessions; and

(B) includes individuals described in sec-
tion 602(b)(2) of the Afghan Allies Protection
Act of 2009 (title VI of division F of Public
Law 111-8; 8 U.S.C. 1101 note).

(2) OTHER TERMS.—Except as otherwise de-
fined in this section, terms used in this Act
have the definitions given such terms under
section 101(a) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)).

SEC. 3. STUDY ON FACTORS AFFECTING EMPLOY-
MENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR IMMI-
GRANTS AND REFUGEES WITH PRO-
FESSIONAL CREDENTIALS  OB-
TAINED IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES.

(a) STUDY REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Labor, in
coordination with the Secretary of State,
the Secretary of Education, the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, the Secretary of
Commerce, the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, the Administrator of the Internal Rev-
enue Service, and the Commissioner of the
Social Security Administration, shall con-
duct a study of the factors affecting employ-
ment opportunities in the United States for
applicable immigrants and refugees who
have professional credentials that were ob-
tained in a country other than the United
States.

(2) WORK WITH OTHER ENTITIES.—The Sec-
retary of Labor shall seek to work with rel-
evant nonprofit organizations and State
agencies to use the existing data and re-
sources of such entities to conduct the study
required under paragraph (1).

(3) LIMITATIONS ON DISCLOSURE.—Any infor-
mation provided to the Secretary of Liabor in
connection with the study required under
paragraph (1)—

(A) may only be used for the purposes of,
and to the extent necessary to ensure the ef-
ficient operation of, such study; and

(B) may not be disclosed to any other per-
son or entity except as provided under this
subsection.

(b) INCLUSIONS.—The study required under
subsection (a)(1) shall include—

(1) an analysis of the employment history
of applicable immigrants and refugees ad-
mitted to the United States during the 5-
year period immediately preceding the date
of the enactment of this Act, which shall in-
clude, to the extent practicable—

(A) a comparison of the employment appli-
cable immigrants and refugees held before
immigrating to the United States with the
employment they obtained in the United
States, if any, since their arrival; and

(B) the occupational and professional cre-
dentials and academic degrees held by appli-
cable immigrants and refugees before immi-
grating to the United States;

(2) an assessment of any barriers that pre-
vent applicable immigrants and refugees
from using occupational experience obtained
outside the United States to obtain employ-
ment in the United States;
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(3) an analysis of available public and pri-
vate resources assisting applicable immi-
grants and refugees who have professional
experience and qualifications obtained out-
side of the United States to obtain skill-ap-
propriate employment in the United States;
and

(4) policy recommendations for better ena-
bling applicable immigrants and refugees
who have professional experience and quali-
fications obtained outside of the United
States to obtain skill-appropriate employ-
ment in the United States.

(¢) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Labor shall—

(1) submit a report to Congress that de-
scribes the results of the study conducted
pursuant to subsection (a); and

(2) make such report publicly available on
the website of the Department of Labor.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. ScoTT) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr.
SEMPOLINSKI) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on S. 3157, the Bridging the Gap for
New Americans Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, each year, millions of
immigrants and refugees come to the
United States to find a better life and
achieve the American Dream. Many of
these new Americans arrive with valu-
able experiences in specialized fields
and international degrees that could
help strengthen our communities and
our economy.

Regrettably, we know that these
Americans face barriers that prevent
them from utilizing their skills and
credentials to contribute to our coun-
try and pursue their careers. In fact,
nearly 2 million highly skilled immi-
grants are underemployed or working
in low-skilled jobs instead of their ex-
pert fields.

These barriers directly affect our
economy, costing tens of billions of
dollars in forgone wages and billions in
lost Federal, State, and local tax pay-
ments each year.

In response, the Bridging the Gap for
New Americans Act will help us better
understand not only the employment
barriers facing immigrants and refu-
gees but also steps we can take to en-
sure that new Americans can join our
economic growth and pursue careers in
which they can succeed to their fullest
potential.

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘yes’” vote on
this bill, and I reserve the balance of
my time.
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