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There was no objection.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
6734, the Keep America’s Refuges Oper-
ational Act, introduced by our col-
league, Representative HAKEEM
JEFFRIES.

This bill will reauthorize the volun-
teer services, community partnerships,
and refuge education programs of the
National Wildlife Refuge System.

The refuge system spreads itself
across 568 national wildlife refuges and
protects nearly 837 million acres of
land, water, and wetlands. These im-
portant lands serve as homes for over
an array of species, including 700 birds,
220 mammals, 1,000 fish, and 250 reptile
and amphibian species.

Volunteers in the refuge system are
crucial to keeping the refuges running,
encouraging millions of the tourists
each year, and generating billions of
local revenue while creating jobs for
neighboring communities.

Reauthorizing these volunteer serv-
ices allows the Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice to continue providing transpor-
tation, uniforms, lodging, awards, sub-
sistence, and training for those who
selflessly choose to volunteer on these
projects.

During the March hearing on the bill,
we heard from Ms. Caroline Brouwer of
the National Wildlife Refuge Associa-
tion, and Ms. Joan Patterson from the
Coalition of Refuge Friends and Advo-
cates about the outside role that vol-
unteers and friend groups play in keep-
ing refuges running, as well as serving
and connecting with the local commu-
nity.

The Fish and Wildlife Service also
testified in support of the legislation.
In June, the National Resources Com-
mittee reported the bill to the House
by unanimous consent.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the bill
sponsor and my colleagues on the com-
mittee for the bipartisan support for
this legislation, and I urge its adop-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CARL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
6734, the Keep America’s Refuges Oper-
ational Act of 2022.

This bill introduced by my col-
leagues, Mr. JEFFRIES, Mr. WITTMAN,
and Mr. GRAVES, reauthorizes volun-
teer programs at our national wildlife
refuges.

Specifically, this bill would reauthor-
ize for 5 fiscal years several U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Services programs, includ-
ing those related to volunteer services,
community partnerships, donations
and gifts, and education projects.

The Fish and Wildlife Services cur-
rently utilize volunteers for tours, re-
storing the habitat, plant and animal
surveys, staffing refuge stores and vis-
itor centers, and all other activities.

While I believe more work needs to
be done to improve our overall man-
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agement of our national wildlife ref-
uges, the volunteer activities that this
bill will reauthorize are an effective
tool to perform needed work without
increasing costs to taxpayers.

Solutions such as this legislation are
especially welcome during times like
these when our national debt continues
to balloon, and inflation continues to
soar because of reckless spending
pushed forward by the majority and
the current administration.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of this
bill, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from New York (Mr.
JEFFRIES).

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the distinguished chair for yielding, as
well as his continued leadership of this
all-important committee and in con-
nection with this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in favor of H.R.
6734, the Keep America’s Refuges Oper-
ational Act. I thank my colleagues,
Representatives THOMPSON and
SABLAN, and certainly Representative
WITTMAN for his leadership on the
other side of the aisle.

This commonsense and bipartisan
legislation reauthorizes the National
Wildlife Refuge System volunteer,
community partnership, and education
program. Because of this program, ref-
uges continue to benefit from volun-
teer support, which has successfully
saved taxpayer dollars, generated mil-
lions for local economies, and pro-
moted jobs in communities throughout
America.

The National Wildlife Refuge System
is comprised of over 560 refuges located
in every United States territory and
State. They make up over 800 million
acres of habitat dedicated to the con-
servation of fish and wildlife. Each
year, National Wildlife Refuge System
hosts more than 60 million visitors,
generating over $3 billion in revenue
for local economies and supporting
more than 40,000 jobs.

Visitors come from all over to ex-
plore, hunt, fish, and enjoy America’s
natural beauty. Refuges help to mold
the next generation of conservationists
and outdoor enthusiasts by providing
learning experiences and cherished
memories.

But this wouldn’t be possible without
the dedicated refuge volunteers and
community partners who donate their
time and their energy to keep refuges
open and operational. During fiscal
year 2021, approximately 11,700 volun-
teers gave close to 649,000 hours of
their time, which is the equivalent of
nearly 318 full-time employees or a
contribution of more than $18 million.

Volunteers provide critical support
to full-time staff in numerous ways.
They operate visitor centers, conduct
fish and wildlife population surveys,
maintain visitor structures, roads and
paths, fight invasive species, and pro-
tect native plants and animals. They
also help refuges raise money for key
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infrastructure projects and visitor cen-
ters.

Volunteers are of all ages, come from
diverse walks of life, work in many dif-
ferent capacities, and truly represent
the gorgeous mosaic of the American
people. But one thing they all have in
common is their commitment to pre-
serving America’s natural beauty so
that we can all enjoy it for years to
come.

In the 115th Congress, the House
passed an identical reauthorization
bill, which was signed into law by
President Trump in April of 2018. Since
that time, the program has continued
to leverage volunteer hours allowing
wildlife refuges to remain accessible
for millions of visitors each year. It is
my hope that we can again work across
the aisle to support, in different ways,
our National Wildlife Refuge System.
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I will take a moment to acknowledge
the cosponsors of this legislation,
Chairman GRIJALVA and Representa-
tives GRAVES, THOMPSON, and SABLAN,
with a particular special thanks to
Representative WITTMAN for partnering
with me, once again, to advance this
legislation. I greatly appreciate their
leadership and longstanding support
for the National Wildlife Refuge Sys-
tem.

Supporting this bill in this Chamber
means supporting the economic bene-
fits to be gained from being good stew-
ards of the environment that God has
given to this great country.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘“‘yes” on H.R. 6734.

Mr. CARL. Mr. Speaker, I urge adop-
tion of this bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I con-
gratulate all involved on a significant
partnership on this legislation that has
brought benefits historically to our
park systems and refuge systems and
will continue to do so. Let me thank
my friends across the aisle for their bi-
partisanship on that.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. GRI-
JALVA) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6734, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

DESIGNATION OF THE KOL ISRAEL
FOUNDATION HOLOCAUST MEMO-
RIAL AS A NATIONAL MEMORIAL

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 7618) to designate the Kol Israel
Foundation Holocaust Memorial in
Bedford Heights, Ohio, as a national
memorial.
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The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 7618
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION OF THE KOL ISRAEL
FOUNDATION HOLOCAUST MEMO-
RIAL AS A NATIONAL MEMORIAL.

(a) CONGRESSIONAL RECOGNITION.—Con-
gress—

(1) recognizes the significance of the Kol
Israel Foundation Holocaust Memorial in
preserving the memory of the 6,000,000 Jews
murdered by the Nazi regime and allies and
collaborators of the Nazi regime; and

(2) honors the life and legacy of the Holo-
caust survivors who erected the Kol Israel
Foundation Holocaust Memorial.

(b) DESIGNATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Kol Israel Foundation
Holocaust Memorial located in Bedford
Heights, Ohio, is designated as a national
memorial.

(2) EFFECT OF DESIGNATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The national memorial
designated by paragraph (1) is not a unit of
the National Park System.

(B) USE OF FEDERAL FUNDS.— The designa-
tion of the national memorial by paragraph
(1) shall not require or permit Federal funds
to be expended for any purpose related to the
national memorial.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. GRIJALVA) and the gen-
tleman from Alabama (Mr. CARL) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the meas-
ure under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support

of H.R. 7618, introduced by my col-
league, Representative SHONTEL
BROWN.

This bill would designate the Kol
Israel Foundation Holocaust Memorial
in Bedford Heights, Ohio, as a national
memorial.

This bill recognizes the significance
of the Kol Israel Foundation Holocaust
Memorial, which helps preserve the
memory of the 6 million Jews mur-
dered by the Nazi regime and honors
the life and legacy of the Holocaust
survivors who built this memorial.

Completed in 1961 by survivors of the
Holocaust residing in northeast Ohio,
the Kol Israel Holocaust Memorial is
likely the first and oldest Holocaust
memorial in the United States.

For more than 60 years, the Kol
Israel Foundation has looked over the
memorial, which has the ashes of Jew-
ish victims and other tokens of remem-
brance buried at its base. The bill en-
sures national historic recognition for
the Kol Israel Holocaust Memorial and
preserves the memories and resiliency
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of the victims and the survivors of the
Holocaust.

I thank my colleague, Representative
SHONTEL BROWN, for introducing this
important legislation, for introducing
this important acknowledgment and
memorial, and championing the bill to
the floor.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes,”” and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CARL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 7618, offered by
Representative BROWN, would des-
ignate the Kol Israel Foundation Holo-
caust Museum at Zion Memorial Park
in Bedford Heights, Ohio, a national
memorial.

This memorial was dedicated in May
1961 and honors the 6 million Jews
murdered during the Holocaust. It is
one of the first Holocaust commemora-
tive works in the United States, and it
is surrounded by walls with the names
of those who died in the Holocaust,
along with the survivors who later
passed away.

The memorial also includes the ashes
of Jewish martyrs killed by Nagzis from
three concentration camps buried at
its base.

I hope the Kol Israel Foundation Hol-
ocaust Memorial will continue to bring
peace and comfort to the families and
the community who lost loved ones
during the Holocaust.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this measure, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. BROWN),
the sponsor of the legislation.

Ms. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
thank Chairman GRIJALVA for his lead-
ership and for yielding to me.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 7618, a bipartisan bill to recog-
nize the Kol Israel Foundation Holo-
caust Memorial as a national memo-
rial.

H.R. 7618 was unanimously voted out
of the House Natural Resources Com-
mittee on July 20, 2022, and its bipar-
tisan Senate companion, S. 4121, led by
Senators SHERROD BROWN and ROB
PORTMAN, favorably passed out of the
Senate Energy and Natural Resources
Committee on July 21, 2022.

Mr. Speaker, this bill recognizes and
honors a memorial in my district with
a remarkable history. In 1961, surviving
victims of the Holocaust erected the
Kol Israel Memorial, dedicating it to
the 6 million Jewish victims of the
Nazi regime, its allies, and collabo-
rators.

From 1939 to 1945, the Holocaust
touched all corners of Jewish life from
east to west, from Africa to Northern
Europe. Thriving Jewish life in main-
land Europe was decimated. The geno-
cide wiped out entire Jewish commu-
nities, villages, and towns in a cam-
paign that Nazis carried out with ruth-
less precision. They did so with mass
shootings, concentration camps, and
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death camps like none the world had
ever seen.

The trauma, pain, and suffering in-
flicted on the Jewish community were
not confined to their side of the Atlan-
tic. Many members of our American
Jewish community were touched by
profound loss, and survivors found ref-
uge in many communities across the
United States.

One such group of survivors made its
way to northeast Ohio, putting down
roots in Bedford Heights, a thriving
part of Ohio’s 11th Congressional Dis-
trict. They never forgot the horrors of
the past and began planning a memo-
rial to the 6 million as early as 1959,
only 14 years after the end of the Sec-
ond World War.

Since the memorial’s dedication on
May 28, 1961, survivors and their fami-
lies have continuously cared for what
is likely the oldest memorial of its
kind in the United States.

On the memorial’s exterior walls, the
survivors engraved the names of their
family members and loved ones. At the
foot of the monument, the survivors
also buried firsthand artifacts and
keepsakes and ashes of victims from
three concentration camps.

Given its historical significance, the
Kol Israel Memorial deserves to be rec-
ognized by Congress. Designating the
site as a national memorial ensures
that future generations understand the
true legacy of a very dark chapter in
history.

This legislation comes at no cost to
taxpayers and does not establish the
memorial as a unit of the National
Park Service. The Kol Israel Founda-
tion will retain oversight and responsi-
bility for the memorial, as it has for
six decades.

Members of the Ohio community, in-
cluding Ohio Governor Mike DeWine,
the Ohio General Assembly, and promi-
nent local and national stakeholders,
have all supported efforts to recognize
the Kol Israel Memorial.

The bill also enjoys wide support
from a coalition of organizations such
as the Jewish Federation of Cleveland,
the Anti-Defamation League, and the
American Jewish Committee.

I thank all the cosponsors of this leg-
islation, including our seven co-leads
from both sides of the aisle: Represent-
atives KAPTUR, RYAN, BEATTY, JOYCE,
BALDERSON, GONZALEZ, and CAREY.
They, too, have a deep understanding
of the importance of the Kol Israel Me-
morial and this legislation, particu-
larly at a time of rising anti-Semitism
in the United States and around the
world.

Let me take one moment, Mr. Speak-
er, to speak about the dangers of Holo-
caust denial and distortion. Last night
on ‘60 Minutes,” we watched in shock
and disgust as the President of Iran de-
nied the existence of the Holocaust and
pretended to seek more information on
its veracity.

Today, let us all speak in a loud and
clear voice: The Holocaust happened. It
was devastating. We must work every
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day to remember so that we may hon-
estly say ‘‘never again.”

I am honored to represent one of the
country’s most celebrated Jewish com-
munities, which happens to reside in
Ohio’s 11th Congressional District. Now
is our opportunity to honor the victims
of the Holocaust who call this country
home and remember their bravery,
dedication, and everlasting legacy.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my House col-
leagues for taking swift action on H.R.
7618 so we may send a strong signal of
support for our Jewish community.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this critical legislation.

Mr. CARL. Mr. Speaker, I urge the
adoption of this bill, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. GRI-
JALVA) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7618.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

BLACKWELL SCHOOL NATIONAL
HISTORIC SITE ACT

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(S. 2490) to establish the Blackwell
School National Historic Site in Marfa,
Texas, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 2490

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Blackwell
School National Historic Site Act’’.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) the Blackwell School, located at 501
South Abbott Street, in Marfa, Presidio
County, Texas, is—

(A) associated with the period of racial seg-
regation in Marfa public schools; and

(B) the only extant property directly asso-
ciated with Hispanic education in Marfa
since the other buildings were torn down
after the Blackwell School closed in 1965;

(2) the Blackwell School is a tangible re-
minder of the period during which the doc-
trine of ‘‘separate but equal” dominated edu-
cation and social systems;

(3) despite being categorized as ‘‘white’’ by
Texas law, Mexican Americans were regu-
larly excluded from commingling with Anglo
individuals at barbershops, restaurants, fu-
neral homes, theaters, churches, and schools;

(4) the spectrum of experiences of students
and teachers at the Blackwell School are an
important record of life in a segregated
school in the context of the history of Texas
and the United States;

(5) Mexican and Mexican American culture
and history in Marfa is tied to the Blackwell
School, which for more than 50 years served
as a leading feature of the Hispanic commu-
nity, illustrating the challenge of maintain-
ing cultural identity in a dominant Anglo so-
ciety:
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(6) Hispanic influences continue to be seen
in social and religious organizations, busi-
ness and government institutions, and
shared experiences of language, food, and
music in Marfa, Texas;

(7) the historic Blackwell School building
is a physical record of—

(A) the longevity and beauty of the distinc-
tive design and craftsmanship informed by
traditional techniques and materials; and

(B) the transition from the purely
vernacular to the period of materials, design,
and workmanship made available after the
arrival of the railroad;

(8) the original historic school building and
grounds on which the Blackwell School
building stands provide an authentic setting
to commemorate and interpret the history of
the Blackwell School;

(9) the Blackwell School is closely associ-
ated with the broad patterns of local, State,
and national history in the area of school
segregation; and

(10) Mexicans and other members of the
Latin American diaspora have placed a high
value on education as a means of economic,
social, and political advancement, but His-
panics and Latinos have not always had eq-
uitable opportunities and access to quality
educational facilities in the United States.
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) MAP.—The term ‘“‘map’’ means the map
entitled ‘‘Blackwell School National Historic
Site Proposed Boundary’, numbered 593/
178387, and dated February 2022.

(2) NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE.—The term
‘“National Historic Site” means the
Blackwell School National Historic Site es-
tablished by section 4(a)(1).

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”
means the Secretary of the Interior.

SEC. 4. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BLACKWELL
SCHOOL NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
there is established the Blackwell School
National Historic Site in the State of Texas
as a unit of the National Park System to
preserve, protect, and interpret for the ben-
efit of present and future generations the
Blackwell School, including—

(A) the role of the Blackwell School as an
academic and cultural cornerstone in Marfa,
Texas; and

(B) the function of the Blackwell School
within a segregated system of education in
Texas and the United States from the period
of 1885 through 1965.

(2) DETERMINATION BY SECRETARY.—The Na-
tional Historic Site shall not be established
until the date on which the Secretary deter-
mines that—

(A) a written agreement has been entered
into by the Secretary with the Marfa Unified
School District providing that the Blackwell
School shall be donated to the United States
or co-managed with the Secretary for inclu-
sion in a national historic site to be man-
aged consistently with the purposes of a na-
tional historic site; and

(B) a sufficient quantity of land or an in-
terest in land within the boundaries of the
National Historic Site has been acquired to
constitute a manageable unit.

(b) MAP.—

(1) BOUNDARIES.—The boundaries of the Na-
tional Historic Site shall be the boundaries
generally depicted on the map.

(2) AVAILABILITY OF MAP.—The map shall
be on file and available for public inspection
in the appropriate offices of the National
Park Service.

(c) ACQUISITION OF AUTHORITY.—The Sec-
retary may only acquire any land or interest
in land located within the boundary of the
National Historic Site by—
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(1) donation;

(2) purchase with donated funds; or

(3) exchange.

(d) ADMINISTRATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ad-
minister the National Historic Site in ac-
cordance with—

(A) this Act; and

(B) the laws generally applicable to units
of the National Park System.

(2) MANAGEMENT PLAN.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years
after the date on which funds are first made
available to the Secretary to prepare a gen-
eral management plan for the National His-
toric Site, the Secretary shall prepare a gen-
eral management plan for the National His-
toric Site in accordance with section 100502
of title 54, United States Code.

(B) SUBMISSION.—On completion of the gen-
eral management plan under subparagraph
(A), the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources of
the Senate and the Committee on Natural
Resources of the House of Representatives
the general management plan prepared under
that subparagraph.

(e) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—The Sec-
retary shall enter into cooperative agree-
ments with the Blackwell School Alliance
and other local, regional, State, academic,
and nonprofit partners for interpretive and
educational programming, technical assist-
ance, and rehabilitation relating to the Na-
tional Historic Site.

(f) WRITTEN CONSENT OF OWNER.—NoO pri-
vate property or non-Federal public property
shall be included within the boundaries of
the National Historic Site or managed as
part of the National Historic Site without
the written consent of the owner of the prop-
erty.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. GRIJALVA) and the gen-
tleman from Alabama (Mr. CARL) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the meas-
ure that is before us under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
2490, the Blackwell School National
Historic Site Act. This legislation, if
the House will recall, was sponsored
primarily by Representative TONY
GONZALES from Texas.

S. 2490 is a companion to that legisla-
tion from the Senate, from Senator
CORNYN, and this legislation directs the
Secretary of the Interior to establish
the Blackwell School National Historic
Site to preserve, protect, and interpret
the role of the Blackwell School as an
academic and cultural cornerstone in
Marfa, Texas.

The Blackwell School was the sole
public education institution for Mexi-
can-American children in Marfa from
1909 until 1965, when local schools were
finally integrated.
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