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Bentz 
Bergman 
Bishop (NC) 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brady 
Brooks 
Buchanan 
Budd 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cawthorn 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Davidson 
DesJarlais 
Donalds 
Duncan 
Dunn 
Estes 
Fallon 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fleischmann 
Foxx 
Franklin, C. 

Scott 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gibbs 
Gohmert 

Good (VA) 
Gosar 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Grothman 
Guest 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Herrell 
Hice (GA) 
Higgins (LA) 
Hollingsworth 
Jackson 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (PA) 
Kelly (MS) 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lesko 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McClain 
McClintock 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (WV) 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 

Mullin 
Nehls 
Norman 
Obernolte 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Rogers (AL) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Scott, Austin 
Sessions 
Stauber 
Steil 
Steube 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Walberg 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Yakym 
Zeldin 

NOT VOTING—8 

Cheney 
Davis, Rodney 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 

Herrera Beutler 
Kinzinger 
Ryan (OH) 
Waters 

Welch 

b 1349 

Messrs. ARMSTRONG, LATTA, and 
GOODEN of Texas changed their votes 
from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
Stated for: 
Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, due to 

a conflict, I was not present to cast my vote 
on passage of S. 4524 The Speak Out Act. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ 
on rollcall No. 480. 

MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE 
RESOLUTION 8, 117TH CONGRESS 

Bass (Cicilline) 
Brooks (Moore 

(AL)) 
Cawthorn (Gaetz) 
Courtney 

(Perlmutter) 
Demings (Kelly 

(IL)) 
Gallego 

(Stanton) 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
(Correa) 

Green (TN) 
(Fleischmann) 

Himes 
(Perlmutter) 

Jacobs (NY) 
(Sempolinski) 

Johnson (TX) 
(Stevens) 

Kirkpatrick 
(Pallone) 

Lawson (FL) 
(Wasserman 
Schultz) 

Long 
(Fleischmann) 

McEachin 
(Trone) 

Morelle (Meng) 
Murphy (FL) 

(Wasserman 
Schultz) 

Newman (Correa) 
O’Halleran 

(Pappas) 

Palazzo 
(Bilirakis) 

Payne (Pallone) 
Porter (Neguse) 
Pressley (Bush) 
Rice (SC) 

(Valadao) 
Sherrill 

(Pallone) 
Soto (Wasserman 

Schultz) 
Thompson (CA) 

(Correa) 
Waltz (Valadao) 
Wild (Cicilline) 
Wilson (FL) 

(Cicilline) 

f 

PERMISSION FOR MEMBER TO BE 
CONSIDERED AS FIRST SPONSOR 
OF H.R. 4130 

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that I may here-
after be considered to be the first spon-
sor of H.R. 4130, a bill originally intro-
duced by Representative TED DEUTCH 
of Florida, for the purpose of adding co-
sponsors and requesting reprintings 
pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CUELLAR). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from New 
York? 

There was no objection. 
f 

NATIONAL APPRENTICESHIP WEEK 
(Ms. BONAMICI asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate National Appren-
ticeship Week and to highlight the im-
portance of registered apprenticeships 
in building a diverse and talented 
workforce, expanding economic oppor-
tunity, and growing a more inclusive 
and resilient economy. 

Registered apprenticeships allow 
workers to learn and earn both a living 
wage and a nationally recognized cre-
dential within their industry of choice. 

Workers who go through apprentice-
ships earn an average starting salary of 
$70,000 a year, a salary that provides 
them with social mobility and eco-
nomic security. 

This Congress, we have passed his-
toric legislation to fix our roads, 
bridges, ports, and infrastructure; to 
shore up domestic semiconductor man-
ufacturing; and to combat climate 
change. The laws we pass create a need 
for thousands of well-prepared and fair-
ly compensated workers. 

Mr. Speaker, during this year’s Na-
tional Apprenticeship Week, I urge all 
of my colleagues to join me in expand-
ing the opportunity to get more people, 
including more women and people of 
color, on the path to a good job by in-
vesting in registered apprenticeships. 

f 

HONORING LAURA WOOTEN 
(Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to celebrate one 
of the unsung civic heroes of our time. 

Last month, I attended a dedication 
ceremony of Laura Wooten Hall at 
Princeton University. Wooten Hall 
houses Princeton’s Center for Human 
Values, and it is only fitting that it 
was named for a woman who devoted 
her life to something greater than her-
self. 

For nearly 80 years, Laura Wooten 
served as a poll worker, ensuring that 
the people of New Jersey could exercise 
their sacred right to vote. Her service 
earned her the honor of being the long-
est continuously serving poll worker in 
United States history. 

Despite living from the Jim Crow era 
through present-day attacks on voting 
rights, Laura Wooten’s dedication to 
our democracy never wavered. May her 
life of selfless civil service be an inspi-
ration to all of us. 

f 

b 1400 

PROTECTING THE DREAMERS 
(Ms. GARCIA of Texas asked and was 

given permission to address the House 

for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize how critical it is for 
the Senate to protect the DACA pro-
gram and the more than 800,000 Dream-
ers in America. 

Brought here as children through no 
fault of their own, Dreamers have gone 
to our schools, grown up in our neigh-
borhoods, served on the front lines for 
the pandemic, and are just as American 
as all of us in this room. Yet, the 
DACA program hangs by a thread be-
cause of right-wing politicians and 
judges. 

Mr. Speaker, 75 percent of Americans 
already support Dreamers obtaining a 
path to legal citizenship. So I call on 
the Senate to act. America wants ac-
tion. We must pass legislation this 
Congress, or our Dreamers will suffer. 
We must put people over politics, 
Dreamers over rhetoric. It is now or 
never for America’s Dreamers. We 
must act. 

f 

HONORING REVEREND DR. CALVIN 
O. BUTTS III 

(Mr. ESPAILLAT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Madam Speaker, 
today, I rise to honor the life and leg-
acy of the legendary Reverend Dr. Cal-
vin O. Butts III. As the pastor of the 
Abyssinian Baptist Church for 50 years, 
Reverend Butts understood his role as 
a leader went beyond the faith commu-
nity. 

Witnessing the racial strife of the 
late 1960s, Reverend Butts became an 
ardent protector of Harlem, particu-
larly the Black community, and often 
pushed for projects and policies that 
would increase access to dire needs like 
housing and education. 

Reverend Butts led projects that in-
cluded raising and investing $1 billion 
in housing and commercial develop-
ment in Harlem through the Abys-
sinian Development Corporation and 
creating the Thurgood Marshall Acad-
emy for Learning and Social Change. 

Reverend Butts preached a message 
of faith and education, and he moti-
vated each of us through his teachings 
to be an active and exemplary member 
of Harlem, uplifting communities while 
giving back through service, engage-
ment, and social reform. 

A dear friend and icon of Harlem, 
may he rest in peace, and may his leg-
acy be cherished and never forgotten. 
Keep the faith. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL 
FOR AFRICAN-AMERICAN SLAVES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
LEGER FERNANDEZ). Under the Speak-
er’s announced policy of January 4, 
2021, the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
GREEN) is recognized for 60 minutes as 
the designee of the majority leader. 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, as my friends are assisting me, I 
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shall start by thanking the leadership 
for the opportunity to give this mes-
sage today. I believe this is a message 
that is long overdue. In fact, it is hun-
dreds of years overdue. 

I thank the persons who are assisting 
me. They have done an outstanding 
job. I thank all of the persons associ-
ated with this body for making it pos-
sible for me to have this opportunity to 
speak today on a matter of vital impor-
tance, an issue that is hundreds of 
years overdue, an issue that can make 
a difference in the life of our country. 

I am AL GREEN, Member of Congress 
from Texas, and still I rise, Madam 
Speaker, and still I rise today to call to 
the attention of the Congress that I 
will be asking for a Congressional Gold 
Medal for the many persons who toiled 
and slaved in this country such that 
our country is the economic and, quite 
frankly, the world powerhouse that it 
is when it comes to all of the things 
that can make a country great as it re-
lates to its economic standing. 

This is the message that I would have 
my colleagues take note of, the mes-
sage that I hope they will give consid-
eration to. 

The message: Confederate soldiers 
were awarded a Congressional Gold 
Medal in 1956. When some people hear 
this, they have what we call a double 
take, because it is difficult for them to 
believe that Confederate soldiers were 
awarded a Congressional Gold Medal. 

Some things bear repeating. A Con-
federate soldier, more than one, were 
awarded a Congressional Gold Medal in 
1956. What Congress did for the soldier 
enslavers it should do for the enslaved. 
I am asking my colleagues to support 
the historic Congressional Gold Medal 
for America’s economic foundational 
mothers, fathers, and children. 

I say children because in this coun-
try, persons of African ancestry early 
on were born into slavery, lived in slav-
ery, and died in slavery. This was the 
status of things in the United States of 
America at one point and when the 
country was known as the colonies at 
another point. 

The enslaved people made a dif-
ference in the lives of those who were 
living here as persons other than 
slaves. The deadline for this document, 
this monumental piece of legislation, 
this bill requesting a Congressional 
Gold Medal, will be February 1, 2023. 
This will be the first day of Black His-
tory Month. 

Black History Month has been cho-
sen, Madam Speaker, because the his-
tory of Africans in America has not 
been told. There are many aspects of it 
that have been deleted from history. I 
believe that it is time for us to clear 
the record. 

The deadline will be February 1, 2023, 
the first day of Black History Month. 
This date was chosen because Black 
history has not been told. It is one of 
the greatest stories never told, and we 
are still trying to complete it. This 
will be a part of that process, to let 
people know more about what the 

enslaved people in this country con-
tributed to the country. 

Some people would say to me, and I 
have had at least one person to say: Do 
you really believe that Congress will 
accord a Congressional Gold Medal to 
the slaves? And my answer is: Yes, I be-
lieve Congress will do it. 

I believe Congress will do it because 
I remember what the father of 
Juneteenth suffered in his effort to get 
Juneteenth as a holiday in Texas. I re-
member how he was called names and 
castigated. I remember how there were 
people who felt that Juneteenth was a 
country holiday, they felt that it was 
too bucolic, too rustic, for intellectual 
society to embrace. But he fought and 
he won. The Honorable Al Edwards is 
now the father of Juneteenth. At the 
time he introduced it, he was thought 
of as a person who would never succeed 
in the Texas House of Representatives, 
but he served well and he showed and 
demonstrated to us that persistence 
can make a difference. 

So we plan to be persistent with this 
legislation, and we plan to make sure 
that we continue until we get the legis-
lation passed. 

The letter that I will send to my col-
leagues reads—continuing to read it— 
on July 18, 1956, Congress—this would 
be the House and the Senate—awarded 
a Congressional Gold Medal to Confed-
erate soldier enslavers. However, to 
this day, Congress has never awarded a 
Congressional Gold Medal to the over 
10 million enslaved men, women, and 
children. 

I have to pause. Ten million men, 
women, and children. Who can imagine 
that a country would have a process by 
which a person is born into slavery, 
lives his or her entire life in slavery, 
and dies in slavery. This was the status 
of things in this country at one time. 

The country has never awarded a 
Congressional Gold Medal to the over 
10 million enslaved men, women, and 
children who toiled for over 240 years 
to build the economy and the infra-
structure, the foundation, if you will, 
of the wealthiest nation to ever exist 
on the planet Earth. 

These foundational mothers and fa-
thers of our country labored arduously, 
constructing our roads, bridges, wells, 
and cities. They laboriously planted as 
well as harvested the food that fed our 
Nation. How ungrateful can we be to 
people who made such a sacrifice for 
this country, to still to this day see 
them as less-thans, to this day not ac-
cord them some degree of honor and 
dignity for the suffering that they en-
dured for some 200-plus years. 

They were the de facto producers of 
the cash crops that fueled our Nation’s 
foundational wealth. America is the 
wealthy powerhouse that it is today 
because of Black people, people from 
Africa, who were enslaved, brought to 
this country, and made to work their 
entire lives, many of them, so that 
America could be the economic power-
house that it was then and has contin-
ued to be until this day. 

These enslaved human beings of Afri-
can ancestry toiled as slaves without 
remuneration or recompense. They 
have not been given any emolument, 
and to add insult to this injury, they 
have not been given any degree of re-
spect for what they did to make this 
country great. 

Their humble hands were relied on 
for the erection of some of our Nation’s 
most renowned edifices and monu-
ments, including the White House, the 
Capitol Building—this is the Capitol 
Building, for those who may be un-
aware—and the Washington Monu-
ment. Humble hands, forced to do the 
bidding of those who lived lives of lux-
ury, many of them, made America 
great, built the Capitol, humble hands, 
the Washington Monument. 

In truth, their sacrificed lives pro-
vided the genesis of our Nation’s eco-
nomic preeminence. These sacrificed 
human beings—men, women, and chil-
dren—were the greatest contributors to 
the foundational economy whose con-
tributions are almost universally for-
gotten, underrecognized, ignored, over-
looked, and/or undervalued. 

b 1415 
Many of the things that I read to you 

today I will repeat. They have not been 
said before. They should be heard mul-
tiple times, and some things just bear 
repeating. 

So let me repeat. These sacrificed 
human beings—men, women, and chil-
dren, with the emphasis on children— 
were the greatest contributors to the 
American foundational economy whose 
contributions are almost universally 
forgotten, underrecognized, ignored, 
overlooked, and undervalued. 

For these and countless other jus-
tifications, I am beseeching the Con-
gress to award the Congressional Gold 
Medal collectively to the human beings 
who are the foundational fathers, 
mothers, and children who toiled as 
slaves without recompense or recogni-
tion for their unparalleled contribu-
tions to the infrastructural and eco-
nomic development of the Nation that 
we enjoy today. 

Awarding a Congressional Gold 
Medal to groups of individuals is not 
unprecedented, as a Congressional Gold 
Medal was awarded to Confederate en-
slavers. I think this bears some sidebar 
commentary. Confederate enslavers. 
The people who fought to maintain 
slavery have been awarded a Congres-
sional Gold Medal. The people who 
sought to maintain the institution 
that prevented people from having the 
freedom that they had have received a 
Congressional Gold Medal. 

What is wrong with us? What mindset 
could we have had in 1956 when this 
House decided that it would accord 
Congressional Gold Medals to Confed-
erate soldiers? I cannot understand 
how we would ever do this. But then to 
add additional insult to injury, to 
never consider the people who helped 
build the country, the people who made 
it the economic powerhouse that it was 
then and is now. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:11 Nov 17, 2022 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00018 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K16NO7.033 H16NOPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
12

0R
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H8527 November 16, 2022 
What is wrong with us? Is racism 

such a disease that it infects our minds 
to the extent that we cannot see and 
concentrate with the degree of clarity 
necessary to make righteous decisions? 
This was one of the saddest days in this 
Congress when it voted to give a Con-
gressional Gold Medal to Confederate 
soldiers. 

But there is a way for Congress to re-
deem itself. Redemption is at hand. 
And here is the means by which you 
can redeem yourself, Members: Give 
these persons who toiled and slaved, 
born into slavery, lived and died in 
slavery, give them the same level of re-
spect that you gave the people who 
sought to enslave them, that fought to 
enslave them. Some of them died in 
their effort to keep them in chains, in 
bondage, subject to the whims of their 
masters, and their whims were many 
times things that are unacceptable in 
decent societies. 

Awarding a Congressional Gold 
Medal to groups of individuals is not 
unprecedented, as a Congressional Gold 
Medal was awarded to Confederate sol-
dier enslavers, also to the Tuskegee 
Airmen—some of them received their 
Congressional Gold Medals ante-
mortem, and some others post-
mortem—to the Navajo Code Talkers, 
and posthumously to the servicemem-
bers who perished in Afghanistan on 
August 26, 2021. 

So, friends, the point to be made here 
is, you can’t make the argument that 
we can’t do it because it is a group of 
people. We have done it for other 
groups. You can’t make the argument 
that we can’t do it because none of 
them are alive. We have done it post-
humously for others. 

There is really no argument to make 
except you don’t believe that persons 
who toiled all of their lives—many of 
them lived, died, born into it—that 
they deserve respect and recognition. 
That is what this is about, respect and 
recognition. 

I am bringing this to your attention 
so that you can give consideration to 
it. We won’t ask for signatures until 
the next Congress because to ask for 
them in this Congress with the short 
period of time left would be futile, and 
I believe that we should wait, and we 
will wait until February 1 of next year 
to do it during Black History Month. 

It is my belief that men, women, and 
children who suffered a great crime 
against humanity—and this was a 
crime against humanity; slavery was a 
crime against humanity, one of the 
greatest crimes ever perpetrated on hu-
manity—it is my belief that men, 
women, and children who suffered a 
great crime against humanity, toiling 
unremunerated as slaves, many for 
their entire work lives, are more de-
serving of a Congressional Gold Medal 
than those who soldiered to preserve 
slavery. 

To be as clear as I can be, perspicu-
ously so, it is my belief that those who 
were enslaved have a greater entitle-
ment to a Congressional Gold Medal 

than the soldiers who fought to main-
tain slavery. 

The zeitgeist of our time, the mood, 
the spirit, the zeitgeist of our time im-
pels the introduction of this historic 
legislation. I am going to ask if Mem-
bers wish to be recognized as a coura-
geous historic original cosponsor, they 
should contact my office. We will more 
than honor requests that are made 
early, but officially we will start in the 
next Congress. We will have this his-
toric legislation made available on our 
website. In my office, you might con-
tact Aaron, and his email address is 
readily available for those who would 
like to contact him, or you can simply 
call our office, and we will be more 
than pleased to speak to you. 

I will close by talking about a couple 
of pictures that I have here. It is said 
that a picture is worth a thousand 
words. This is a depiction of the arrival 
of these first 20 or so persons in this 
what is now the United States of Amer-
ica. It wasn’t then, 1619. If you can see 
this, you can see a representation of 
persons who are standing around. 

This is purported to be the White 
Lion, the ship that brought them here, 
and these persons standing around, you 
can see that they have on clothing that 
would protect them from the weather. 
It appears to be a day wherein the 
weather is not kind, inclement weath-
er. But if you look at the persons who 
are enslaved, shackled, to say that 
they are scantily clad is a gross under-
statement. It would be an insulting eu-
phemism. 

This picture speaks volumes about 
what slavery was all about. It was 
about people who were thought of as 
less than human. Didn’t have to treat 
them fairly. Didn’t have to keep them 
warm if you chose not to. Didn’t have 
to keep them alive. One insult could 
cost a person his or her life. The pic-
ture is worth a thousand words. These 
people, well-clothed, looking on, some 
of them possibly contemplating what 
they would do with these human 
beings. 

I plan to go to Norfolk, Virginia, Old 
Point Comfort, if you will. I want to 
see this place. It is identifiable. I want 
to see it. I want to say I was there. I 
want to say I stood on the soil where 
human beings were first introduced, by 
many accounts. There may be some 
discrepancy, but my most accounts, 
this is where it happened. I am going to 
go. 

Here is another rendition. This one 
shows a baby. Looks like the baby is 
with a female, possibly the mother, 
dressed in clothing that I would con-
sider more acceptable for the weather 
than in the other. There are many ren-
ditions, but we still have the White 
Lion, and we still have persons stand-
ing around talking about these human 
beings, contemplating their fate is my 
speculation. 

What kind of person enslaves a baby? 
What kind of person enslaves a baby? 
What kind of person would see a child 
and see labor that can be the benefit of 

having this human being survive and 
have this child grow up and deny the 
child an opportunity to get an edu-
cation? What kind of person denies a 
baby the opportunity to grow up and 
just understand the world by virtue of 
being able to read? 

There are still places on the planet 
where young girls are not allowed to 
get the same level of schooling and 
education as young men. I am opposed 
to that. I am opposed to the people who 
do that. I have good reason to be op-
posed. Here is one. I understand what 
has happened. 

What kind of person keeps people in 
ignorance intentionally? The kind of 
person who would want to make sure 
that this person never has a life, but 
only an existence. They didn’t have a 
life. They just existed to serve their 
masters. 

Anybody who believes that this piece 
of legislation is inappropriate is a per-
son that doesn’t understand this, and I 
am being kind by saying what I just 
said. There are many other ways; there 
are many adjectives. 

When I first examined these photos, I 
had tears well up in my eyes because I 
realized who they were. Not only were 
they human beings, these were my rel-
atives. These are the people on whose 
shoulders I stand. More than 240 years 
they suffered. These are the people 
that this country ought to honor and 
appreciate, and these are the people 
that deserve what we have given to the 
enslavers. 

b 1430 

I won’t give up, friends. I will not. 
These are my people. I am not ashamed 
to say that I am a proud descendant of 
the enslaved people who made America 
great. I am not ashamed of it. 

My dear brothers and sisters, my 
dear friends, I beg that you give consid-
eration to the legislation. Those who 
want to have further query can call 
me, talk to me. I will be on the floor. 

It would be no surprise, when I ini-
tially thought about introducing the 
legislation, my thought was, well, we 
will just wait and introduce it and 
start asking for signatures. But, no, I 
want to make sure that everybody has 
an opportunity to read it, peruse it, 
dissect it, scrutinize it, and do all the 
things you need to do to make a deci-
sion. Then, once we file it, I am going 
to come back to this floor, and I am 
going to announce and thank the per-
sons who have signed on to the legisla-
tion. Anybody who signs on to this leg-
islation deserves a word of gratitude, 
and I will be one of the many who will, 
hopefully, give these expressions of 
gratitude. I plan to come back to the 
floor and say to the public at large: We 
thank you for supporting this legisla-
tion. 

My hope is that we will get the signa-
tures necessary for the benefit of the 
public at large. You cannot get this 
legislation passed in the House with a 
majority of votes. It will take 290 votes 
or more. 
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I see the Parliamentarian looking in 

my direction. If I am incorrect, Madam 
Parliamentarian, will you give me 
some nod as to being correct or incor-
rect? She indicates that I am correct. 
So, now you have heard it from me and 
you have heard it echoed from the Par-
liamentarian: 290 votes we will need, 
not 289, 290 people of goodwill who have 
the courage to recognize the people 
who made America great. 

Others have done things to make 
America great. I don’t mean to mini-
mize the efforts of any others. I just 
mean to maximize the efforts that have 
been ignored, that have been, quite 
frankly, with intentionality pushed 
aside. 

They are people who are ashamed to 
acknowledge that they are the proud 
descendants of the enslaved people who 
built this country. I am not one of 
them, of course. But there are still peo-
ple who are. They are ashamed. We 
have to change that. I want to do ev-
erything I can to bring about that 
change. 

I will return to Al Edwards, the fa-
ther of Juneteenth. I remember what 
he went through. He was my friend. I 
saw him suffer. I know about his fight 
to rid South Africa of Apartheid, how 
he went to jail in that struggle. 

I am prepared to do whatever it 
takes, however long it takes, as long as 
I am in Congress. 

Madam Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, I thank you for this time, 
and I will be asking for additional time 
to have additional commentary about 
this subject. I assure you that those 
who take this seriously will be doing 
the righteous thing, not just the right 
thing, but the righteous thing. 

Again, I will close with Maya 
Angelou’s very powerful words. She re-
minded us that we—persons of my ilk, 
if you will—were: 
Bringing the gifts that my ancestors gave, 
I am the dream and the hope of the slave. 

I plan to fulfill their dreams. 
Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-

ance of my time. 
f 

ISSUES OF THE DAY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, I do 
appreciate my friend, Congressman AL 
GREEN. We are friends. People have 
said: ‘‘What do you have in common 
with AL GREEN?’’ Well, actually, he is 
my brother. We are Christian brothers. 
He adds significantly to this body, and 
I am proud to be his brother. 

Slavery does shock the conscience, 
and, I agree, it is really a crime against 
humanity. And it is still going on. It is 
happening across our southern border. 
It is horrendous what is happening to 
some of the people who are being sex 
trafficked. 

We saw it in Nigeria after the 250- 
plus girls were kidnapped by Boko 

Haram from a Christian girls school 
and handcuffed to beds and, according 
to some of the stories from the girls 
who had escaped, repeatedly raped day 
after day. Just horrendous conditions. 

I had been asked to fly over to meet 
with some of the parents of the girls 
who were kidnapped. We had to go out 
a few hours from the city to a safe 
house. We met with no fathers, all 
mothers. I asked the pastor who was 
there with them during a break in our 
meeting, ‘‘Where are all the fathers?’’ 
He said that is part of the tragedy. The 
fathers don’t feel like they did their 
jobs as a father since their daughters 
were abducted and, they knew, were 
being made to perform acts, chained 
and handcuffed to beds, being raped 
every day repeatedly. The fathers 
didn’t feel like they had done their job 
or that they deserved to have a home 
and a bed, so they went out into the 
bush. As I understood, later on, many 
of them had died out there. 

It is tragic. It is a form of slavery. 
Horrendous. To think that is still 
going on, I was totally shocked. 

I thought humanity had advanced so 
far, yet during the later years of the 
Obama administration, we learned 
that, in the world today, there are cur-
rently more slaves than ever in the his-
tory of the world, with over 40 million 
people in slavery while the United 
States is a superpower. 

I know the people in Nigeria told me 
they had word from the Obama admin-
istration that if Nigeria would legalize 
same-sex marriage and would legalize 
and provide abortions, then the United 
States would help Nigeria defeat Boko 
Haram. But as a very scrupulous, car-
ing Catholic bishop in Nigeria said, our 
Christian beliefs are not for sale to the 
United States, to President Obama, or 
to John Kerry. We are not selling our 
Christian beliefs. 

That seemed pretty tragic, too, that 
we would basically try to compel peo-
ple to go against their Biblical beliefs 
so that they could get help removing 
children from sex slavery. 

I was surprised many years ago to 
find out that as a history major—I was 
with the Army 4 years, so I was going 
to be going there. I loved math; I was 
good at it. Biology was very inter-
esting. Not as interesting to me was 
botany. I loved history, and I majored 
in it. It turned out that when the hor-
rendous mistake, crime against hu-
manity, whatever you want to call it, 
it was horrendous, that first ship 
brought slaves to America, it turns out 
they weren’t the first slaves to North 
America. 

There were numerous cases of Indian 
tribes that would war with another 
tribe. They would kill many of the 
braves, the males, and often take 
women and children as slaves. That is 
something for which mankind should 
not be proud at all. There are even ref-
erences in the Bible to people selling 
children to pay off their debts. It is 
just tragic. 

Hopefully, in the days ahead, we can 
do more to alleviate this crime against 

humanity that has grown substantially 
in the world today. 

I saw this article from The Wash-
ington Times: ‘‘DHS released 
unvaccinated Afghans while threat-
ening to fire unvaccinated Border Pa-
trol agents.’’ That seems grossly unfair 
to American law enforcement, kind of 
a war against law enforcement. We are 
going to force you, even though we 
know that the vaccinations don’t actu-
ally prevent the spread of COVID. 

That is science now. That should be 
clear. Even Fauci and President Biden 
have admitted that what they thought 
was originally true was not. It doesn’t 
prevent people from getting COVID. We 
are told, ‘‘Oh, it keeps it from being as 
serious,’’ unless you happen to get my-
ocarditis or one of the other terrible 
side effects that have been found to 
occur. 

Then we got Secretary Mayorkas 
maintaining the border is secure. While 
he is saying the border is secure, we 
have had millions of people come 
across illegally just since President 
Biden has been in office. 

Then a big headline recently has been 
the big Democrat donor Sam 
Bankman-Fried, SBF some call him, 
the founder of FTX, the second largest 
contributor to the Democrat-affiliated 
political action committees. The com-
pany he founded dealing in 
cryptocurrency, FTX, has gone bank-
rupt, and he has gone out of business. 
We have a letter that was prepared by 
one of our Republican colleagues to 
Secretary Blinken. 

b 1445 
It points out: ‘‘It has come to our at-

tention that millions of taxpayer dol-
lars sent to Ukraine to assist with 
their war efforts were potentially in-
vested in a crypto exchange that then 
made massive donations to Democrats 
in the United States during the 2022 
midterm elections. 

‘‘In March 2022, the Ukrainian Gov-
ernment officially—and for the first 
time—partnered with crypto exchange 
FTX Trading Limited to launch a 
crypto donations website, ‘Aid for 
Ukraine’ ’’—it was called—‘‘within days 
of President Joe Biden pledging bil-
lions of American taxpayer dollars to 
assist the country with war efforts 
against the Russian invasion.’’ 

It goes on to say: ‘‘ . . . the Ukrain-
ian Government also invested portions 
of the $54 billion of U.S. economic as-
sistance into FTX to keep Democrats 
in power.’’ 

Madam Speaker, this is just incred-
ibly outrageous. 

So their answer is being demanded, 
and Secretary Blinken will need to re-
spond. I feel sure that he will be called 
as a witness shortly after the first of 
the year. 

I hate to think that with all the suf-
fering going on in Ukraine that some of 
that money intended to help them 
ended up helping FTX before it went 
broke, and, obviously, some of his 
money went to the Democrat cam-
paigns. So we will see what is going on 
there. 
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