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House of Representatives

The House met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

———————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

O Lord, You give and You take away.
Blessed be Your name. By Your grace,
You have given us Your noble and
humble servant, Representative Donald
McEachin, and we have been privileged
to enjoy this, Your generous gift, and
we are witnesses to his response to
Your claim on his life.

Representative McEachin lived into
Your anointing, committing himself to
bringing good news to the poor, pro-
claiming freedom for those imprisoned
by the inequities that constrain, and
working diligently to set the oppressed
free. His compassionate manner and
trusted counsel, so eagerly shared with
all those graced to be in his sphere, are
truly a blessing that we will cherish
dearly.

O Lord, You give and You take away.
Blessed be Your name. For even in the
worst of his brave and valiant fight for
his life, Representative McEachin held
firm in his convictions that You gave
him the strength to endure his
sufferings. May this, his legacy of char-
acter and devotion, reveal the hope he
found in You.

Then may all who grieve this day, his
wife Colette, his dear family, his col-
leagues, and friends, find blessing in
this same hope, that in his life and his
death, Representative Donald
McEachin will always bring glory to
You.

It is in Your sacred name we pray.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the Cham-
ber her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. WILSON)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. Under clause 5(d) of
rule XX, the Chair announces to the
House that, in light of the passing of
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
McEachin), the whole number of the
House is 432.

———

REIMAGINING THE SOUTH SHORE
OF ST. CROIX

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PLASKETT. Madam Speaker, for
decades, my island, my home, St.
Croix, was the home of the largest re-
finery in the Western Hemisphere, an
identity that largely shaped our eco-
nomic makeup to the detriment, in
some instances, of historic industries
such as agriculture or at the detriment
of our environment but provided thou-
sands of jobs throughout the years to
our residents. The recent failure of the
refinery to restart successfully has
been a disappointment to many, but in
there lies a unique opportunity before
us.

With the rapid changes taking place
in our climate and the urgency that
the Biden administration has placed on
environmental reform and the much-

needed transition to green energy and
renewables, we have an opportunity to
reimagine how the south shore of St.
Croix can be redeveloped.

The green energy initiatives and the
focus on historically disadvantaged
communities contained in the Inflation
Reduction Act, along with the incen-
tives and funding included in the bipar-
tisan infrastructure law, are not only
timely but critical for us as a terri-
tory.

I ask my colleagues, I ask Virgin Is-
landers, I ask our Governor and our
elected officials to all join in reimag-
ining and getting to work on redefining
what we look like.

————

PERMITTING OFFICIAL PHOTO-
GRAPHS OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES TO BE TAKEN
WHILE THE HOUSE IS IN ACTUAL
SESSION ON A DATE DES-
IGNATED BY THE SPEAKER

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, I send to
the desk a resolution and ask unani-
mous consent for its immediate consid-
eration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CUELLAR). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia?

There was no objection.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1494

Resolved, That on such date as the Speaker
of the House of Representatives may des-
ignate, official photographs of the House
may be taken while the House is in actual
session. Payment for the costs associated
with taking, preparing, and distributing such
photographs may be made from the applica-
ble accounts of the House of Representatives.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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BIDEN ENERGY POLICIES ARE THE
SOURCE OF INFLATION

(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to address the Biden ad-
ministration’s self-made energy crisis.

Since taking office, I have been vocal
about my commitment to alternative
forms of energy that bring revenue and
flexibility to Iowa and allow Iowa to be
a major energy exporter.

However, the Biden administration’s
policies have relied on foreign nations
instead of prioritizing American energy
independence.

Iowans have felt the effect of Presi-
dent Biden’s policies. Grocery and en-
ergy prices continue to soar with infla-
tion rates at historic highs. So while
the temperatures drop into the teens,
some are forced to choose between
turning on their heat and buying gro-
ceries.

According to the National Energy
Assistance Directors Association, die-
sel prices could top $6 per gallon this
winter, but Iowa could fill the gap with
biodiesel. Struggling families simply
cannot afford President Biden’s energy
policies.

I want to reiterate my calls to Presi-
dent Biden to unleash domestic energy
and look towards Iowa as a framework
for an any-of-the-above approach to
lower energy costs for Americans.

I also want to wish a very happy
birthday to Andy Swanson.

———

IN MEMORY OF DONALD
MCcEACHIN

(Mr. GRIJALVA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in shock and feeling an immense
loss for the Member that will not be
with us, Donald McEachin, the gen-
tleman from Virginia, a dear friend.

The members of the Committee on
Natural Resources extend to his fam-
ily, his wife Colette, his children and
his grandchildren, his loved ones, and
his loyal and capable staff, our condo-
lences, our sympathies, and our com-
fort.

This imposing man, Donald
McEachin, was more than that. His
strength came from his heart, his faith,
his empathy, and his compassion for
other people.

On this journey, I have had the privi-
lege and pleasure to work with him for
over 3 years to develop legislation that
would assure every American had clean
air, clean water, and a clean environ-
ment. That piece of legislation is his-
toric, and it is the creation of great
work on the part of Donald McEachin.

It is his legacy that I hope we ad-
dress, but it is also his character and
his strength, as he guided me and other
Members through a process that is
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sometimes difficult, sometimes conten-
tious, but a process that at the end of
the day has produced something that
will be part of the legacy of a man that
served his community, served his coun-
try, served his family, and gave honor
to all of us. This is a deep loss, an im-
mense loss, and one that I share with
everyone.
———

AMERICANS ARE EXPERIENCING
INFLATION AT A 40-YEAR HIGH

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, last week, families across
America sat down to enjoy Thanks-
giving meals. Unfortunately, this
week, as a result of irresponsible poli-
cies of Biden and Democrats, families
are paying massive costs.

Americans are experiencing inflation
at a 40-year high with families in
South Carolina paying nearly 15 per-
cent more for goods and services in the
last year.

Average national costs have in-
creased. Turkey is up 21 percent. Pie
crusts and whipping cream are up 26
percent. Dinner rolls are up 22 percent.
Milk is up 16 percent.

According to the recent Morning
Consult poll, 41 percent of Thanks-
giving shoppers were planning to cut
side dishes to save money.

Our country is in a crisis, and Ameri-
cans need relief, which is why voters
elected a House Republican majority.
Republicans will fight inflation with
fiscal sanity.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
who successfully protected America for
20 years, as the global war on terrorism
continues moving from the Afghani-
stan safe haven to America.

——
RECOGNIZING JESSE PORRAS

(Mr. PFLUGER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize a servant leader in
our community, Odessa native, Mr.
Jesse Porras, a Marine veteran.

Mr. Porras has been cooking and
serving a Thanksgiving meal to hun-
dreds of Odessans in need every year
since 2013 when he first felt called to
provide a warm and comforting meal to
anyone in need or struggling with
homelessness in our community. Since
then, it has grown into a community
feast, with local businesses and others
partnering with Jesse. Over the past 9
years, Mr. Porras’ Thanksgiving meal
has fed thousands and lifted the spirits
of the entire community.

Jesse Porras is an inspiration to all
of us. Not only was he willing to put
his life on the line through his service
to our country as a marine, but he con-
tinues that service through his gen-
erosity and philanthropic spirit today.
This is something that we can all emu-
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late, especially as we are approaching
the holiday season.

I thank Mr. Porras personally for
giving so much of his time, talent, and
goodwill to share the blessings of
Thanksgiving, which, in my opinion,
should be celebrated every day. But on
that particular day, he does a great job
in Odessa. It is with heartfelt thanks
that Texas’ 11th Congressional District
thanks him.

———
O 1415

MOURNING THE TRAGEDY AT UVA
AND HONORING THE BRAVERY
OF MIKE HOLLINS

(Mr. GOOD of Virginia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to mourn the senseless and
tragic loss of life at the University of
Virginia on November 13, but I also rise
to recognize and honor the bravery dis-
played by Mike Hollins during the re-
cent shooting at the University of Vir-
ginia.

After getting off the bus and direct-
ing two students to run to safety, Mike
Hollins, a running back on the Cava-
liers football team, turned around and
attempted to reboard the bus to help
his teammates and others still trapped
with the gunman.

Mike’s bravery was met with evil,
however, as he was shot while trying to
protect those still in harm’s way.
Thankfully, Mike has been released
from the hospital. I pray he will con-
tinue to have a full and complete re-
covery.

My prayers are also with the families
of D’Sean Perry, Lavel Davis, Jr., and
Devin Chandler, who are deeply hurt-
ing from the loss of their loved ones,
along with the entire University of Vir-
ginia community.

We are always saddened in the face of
tragedy, but bravery like Mike Hollins
showed gives us hope. May God con-
tinue to heal our land.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

——————

DELIVERING OPTIMALLY URGENT
LABOR ACCESS FOR VETERANS
AFFAIRS ACT OF 2022

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2521) to require the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to establish a pilot
program to furnish doula services to
veterans, as amended.
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