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life: ‘““Mountains Beyond Mountains.”
After Paul’s death, Tracy wrote a trib-
ute to him and titled it ‘“He Wanted to
Make the Whole World His Patient,”
and he really did.

I met Paul on a trip to Haiti with my
friend Joanne Carter, the executive di-
rector of RESULTS, which is a grass-
roots organization dedicated to ending
the cause of poverty around the world.
It was in April 2003. Partners in Health
was working in Haiti, and the hospital
and clinic Paul started in Cange had
grown to a broad network around the
country. Paul and his colleagues were
working with community health work-
ers to treat drug-resistant tuberculosis
and to scale up AIDS treatment in the
most impoverished place, by far, in the
Western Hemisphere at a time when
there was almost no antiviral treat-
ment available in poor countries.

People claim that treating patients
and getting antivirals out in countries
like Haiti was just impossible. Paul
proved them wrong. Partners in Health
invited several hundred U.S. policy-
makers, journalists, and Members of
Congress, over time, to Haiti to see
firsthand how they were expanding ac-
cess to lifesaving treatment. At the
time, there was still a popular senti-
ment, even among health workers, that
we couldn’t do this; that it was impos-
sible to get these antiviral treatments
out on any kind of large scale in low-
income countries. It was a trans-
formational moment. Paul opened the
world’s eyes to what was possible.

We could and had to treat patients
everywhere. The barrier wasn’t that it
couldn’t be done; it was that no one
had made it a priority. No one in rich
countries like ours or in even middle-
income countries wanted to or really
had tried to make this a priority.

I remember we met a young man in a
wheelchair in a hospital unit. I was
with Paul. He was caring for this young
man. He had tuberculosis of the spine.
It is called Pott’s disease. It is when
tuberculosis bacteria migrates into the
spinal column and causes paralysis. He
was getting treatment that no one
would have thought possible before
Paul. We met HIV/AIDS patients and
saw how antiviral treatments were
transforming their lives. People called
it the Lazarus effect. In a relatively
short amount of time, this treatment
revived them and brought them back
from the brink.

Late at night, we sat around to-
gether, at Paul’s little house in Cange,
and talked about what would come
next and what we needed to do to rouse
the world to action. It was an exciting
time. A global fund had just been cre-
ated. Paul’s ideas were gaining trac-
tion. Paul Farmer brought such a
moral clarity to all of these conversa-
tions. Whether it was talking to policy-
makers or to public health experts or
to community leaders or to his pa-
tients—his impoverished patients
often—he began every discussion with
the same fundamental principle: Ev-
eryone has the right to quality
healthcare.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Rather than have a technical con-
versation, he would look at all of these
health experts and leaders when they
would say, ‘“‘Unfortunately, there are
just not enough resources to treat ev-
eryone, so we have to make choices,”
and Paul would say, ‘“When we make
these choices, we are always talking
about somebody else’s children.” He
didn’t say it in an accusatory way; he
wasn’t judgmental; and he didn’t look
down on anybody. It was simply how he
thought about it and how he wanted
everyone to think about it.

The other thing that always struck
me and that was so astonishing about
Paul is that he cared so much about
each individual person. He had uncom-
mon and maybe even unparalleled em-
pathy. He had an absolute commitment
to his patients’ care. He was a big
thinker in change policy, but he was a
practitioner up close who took care of
fellow human beings. He had an abso-
lute commitment to his patients’ care
literally right up until the moment of
his death. He was talking about pa-
tients he was treating in Rwanda, and
he was giving advice right up until the
day he died.

Tracy Kidder reported that Paul had
been up late the night before, seeing
patients. Mr. Kidder said, in his experi-
ence with Paul, that being up late and
seeing patients was the equivalent of a
night on the town.

Over the past few weeks since we lost
Paul, a remembrance of that empathy
has poured out from people around the
world—from former students and col-
leagues, patients, world leaders, public
health luminaries. Everyone has a
story about Paul Farmer’s dedication
to humankind and to his patients indi-
vidually. They agree that Paul really
did change the world. His legacy will
certainly inspire many of us in this
body. More importantly, it will inspire
people around the world.

When I think of Paul Farmer, I think
of one of my favorite passages in the
Gospel, Matthew 25. We are all familiar
with  it—Christians, certainly—but
nonbelievers, Jews, Hindus, Buddhists,
and Muslims, I think know this pas-
sage from Jesus.

Jesus said: When I was hungry, you
fed me. When I was thirsty, you gave
me drink. When I was in prison, you
visited me. What you did to the least of
these you did to me.

I thought, you know, that doesn’t
quite sound right, ‘“What you did to the
least of these,” because I cannot be-
lieve that Muhammad or Buddha or
Jesus or Maimonides or Moses would
think that MARK KELLY is worth more
or less than another human being. All
of us in God’s eyes are equal.

So I came across a friend of ours who
lives down the street—a pastor—and
she gave to me a Bible called the “‘Jus-
tice and Poverty Bible.”

It say this in Matthew 25: When I was
hungry, you fed me. When I was
thirsty, you gave me drink. When I was
in prison, you visited me. What you did
to those who seemed less important
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you did for me—not what you did for
the least of these but what you did for
those who seemed less important.

That was how Paul Farmer lived his
life. He understood that no human
being was worth less than anyone else;
that everyone is deserving of compas-
sionate healthcare; and that everyone
is deserving, as Rumi said, of gen-
erosity and helping others: Be like a
river in compassion and grace. Be like
the Sun. That is the way Paul looked
at the world.

Our thoughts are with his family and
his patients around the world. Let’s re-
commit ourselves to following the ex-
ample of Dr. Paul Farmer.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

EMMETT TILL ANTILYNCHING ACT

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 55, which was received
from the House and is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 55) to amend section 249 of title
18, United States Code, to specify lynching
as a hate crime act.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 55) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I just
want to go over what just happened.

After more than 200 failed attempts
to outlaw lynching, Congress is finally
succeeding in taking the long-overdue
action by passing the Emmett Till
Antilynching Act. Hallelujah. It is long
overdue.

The first anti-lynching legislation
was introduced a century ago, and
after so long, the Senate has now fi-
nally addressed one of the most shame-
ful elements of this Nation’s past by
making lynching a Federal crime. That
it took so long is a stain—a bitter
stain—on America.

While this will not erase the horrific
injustices to which tens of thousands of
African Americans have been subjected
over the generations—nor fully heal
the terror inflicted on countless oth-
ers—it is an important step forward as
we continue the work of confronting
our Nation’s past in pursuit of a bright-
er and more just future.

I want to applaud the work of the
legislation’s sponsors. Senator BOOKER
has been relentless to get this done and
deserves tremendous credit, as does his
colleague on the Republican side of the
aisle, Senator ScoTT, and, of course,
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Representative BOBBY RUSH, who
worked so hard to pass this bill as well.

We look forward now to President
Biden quickly signing this long-de-
layed bill into law.

————

BURIAL EQUITY FOR GUARDS AND
RESERVES ACT OF 2021

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 288, S. 2089.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2089) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to ensure that grants provided
by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs for
State veterans’ cemeteries do not restrict
States from authorizing the interment of
certain deceased members of the reserve
components of the Armed Forces in such
cemeteries, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs, with an amend-
ment to strike all after the enacting
clause and insert in lieu thereof the
following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Burial Equity
for Guards and Reserves Act of 2021°°.

SEC. 2. PROHIBITIONS ON RESTRICTING INTER-
MENT OF CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS IN
CERTAIN STATE VETERANS’ CEME-
TERIES.

(a) GRANTS.—Section 2408 of title 38, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (d)(2), by striking ‘‘The
Secretary may’’ and inserting ‘‘Except as pro-
vided in subsection (i), the Secretary may’’;

(2) by redesignating subsection (i) as sub-
section (k); and

(3) by inserting after subsection (h) the fol-
lowing new subsections:

‘“(i)(1) The Secretary may not establish a
condition for a grant under this section that re-
stricts the ability of a State receiving such a
grant to inter in a veterans’ cemetery owned by
that State any individual described in para-
graph (2) solely by reason of the ineligibility of
such individual for burial in an open national
cemetery under the control of the National Cem-
etery Administration under section 2402(a) of
this title.

“2) An individual described in this para-
graph is the following:

‘““(A) Any member of a reserve component of
the Armed Forces who was discharged or re-
leased from service under conditions other than
dishonorable or whose death occurs under con-
ditions other than dishonorable while a member
of such a reserve component.

‘“‘B) Any member of the Army National
Guard or the Air National Guard who was dis-
charged or released from service under condi-
tions other than dishonorable or whose death
occurs under conditions other than dishonorable
while a member of the Army National Guard or
the Air National Guard.

‘“(C) Any member of the Reserve Officers’
Training Corps of the Army, Navy, or Air Force
whose death occurs under conditions other than
dishonorable while a member of the Reserve Of-
ficers’ Training Corps of the Army, Navy, or Air
Force.

‘““(D) Any spouse of any member described in
subparagraphs (A) through (C).

‘“(E) Any minor child or unmarried adult
child (as such terms are defined in section
2402(a) of this title) of any member described in
subparagraphs (A) through (C).
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““(j) The Secretary may not deny an applica-
tion for a grant under this section solely on the
basis that the State receiving such grant may
use funds from such grant to exrpand, improve,
operate, or maintain a veterans’ cemetery in
which interment of individuals described in sub-
section (i)(2) is allowed.”’.

(b) PROHIBITION ON ENFORCING CERTAIN
CONDITIONS ON GRANTS FOR STATE VETERANS’
CEMETERIES.—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
may mot enforce a condition on a grant de-
scribed in subsection (i)(1) of section 2408 of title
38, United States Code, as added by subsection
(a), that was established before the date of the
enactment of this Act.

(c) PLOT ALLOWANCES.—Section 2303 of title
38, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(4) by amending paragraph (1) to read as
follows:

‘(1) the Secretary shall pay to the relevant
State, agency, political subdivision, or tribal or-
ganization, as the case may be, the sum of $700
(as increased from time to time under subsection
(c)) as a plot or interment allowance for such
veteran if the veteran is buried (without charge
for the cost of a plot or interment) in a ceme-
tery, or a section of a cemetery, that—

““(A) is used solely for the interment of per-
sons who are—

‘(i) eligible for burial in a mational ceme-
tery;

““(ii) members of a reserve component of the
Armed Forces not otherwise eligible for such
burial or former members of such a reserve com-
ponent mot otherwise eligible for such burial
who are discharged or released from service
under conditions other than dishonorable; or

“‘(iii) described in section 2408(i)(2) of this
title; and

“(B) is—

“(i) owned by a State or by an agency or
political subdivision of a State; or

“(ii1) on trust land owned by, or held in
trust for, a tribal organization.”’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘tribal or-
ganization,”’ after “‘of a State,”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

““(e) In this section, the terms ‘tribal organi-
zation’ and ‘trust land’ have the meanings
given those terms in section 3765 of this title.”.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee-reported sub-
stitute amendment be agreed to; that
the bill, as amended, be considered
read a third time and passed; and that
the motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute was
agreed to.

The bill (S. 2089), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-

ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

——
AMENDING TITLE 38, UNITED

STATES CODE, TO CLARIFY THE
ROLE OF DOCTORS OF
PODIATRIC MEDICINE IN THE DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged and the Senate now proceed to
the immediate consideration of H.R.
2545.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.
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The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 2545) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to clarify the role of doctors of
podiatric medicine in the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 2545) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third, and
passed.

———

NATIONAL WOMEN’S HISTORY
MONTH

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
537, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 537) designating
March 2022 as ‘‘National Women’s History
Month.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise today in honor of Women'’s History
Month to recognize the extraordinary
achievements of past generations of
women and to pay tribute to the vital
role they have played in the political,
economic, and social development of
this Nation.

Women’s History Month provides a
special opportunity to reflect upon the
numerous contributions made by
women who touch all aspects of our so-
ciety—from government, to business,
the arts and sciences, the military, and
much more. I look upon the courage
our predecessors displayed with great
admiration, and I continue to be in-
spired by those who blazed the trail for
women like me.

I am reminded of how incredibly
proud I was to see the Smithsonian
Women’s History Museum Act, which I
coled with Senator Susan Collins, en-
acted in December 2020. This law estab-
lishes a long-overdue, permanent mu-
seum to collect, study, and create pro-
grams that celebrate the contributions
and experiences of women. The Wom-
en’s History Museum will be estab-
lished on or near the National Mall,
and I look forward to hearing about the
site when it is announced later this
year.

However, it is with sadness that the
past year brought with it the loss of a
number of pioneering women, including
the First Lady of Television Betty
White; Sarah Weddington, who rep-
resented ‘‘Jane Roe’’ in the landmark
Roe v. Wade case; authors bell hooks,
Beverly Clearly, and Joan Didion; and
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