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called EcoHealth to conduct experi-
ments on coronaviruses that were ob-
tained from bats in China and that
they were doing so in collaboration
with the now-infamous Wuhan Insti-
tute.

The White Coat Waste Project then
used FOIA to obtain internal NIH
emails, which revealed the Agency was
funding controversial gain-of-function
research on coronaviruses at the
Wuhan Institute in 2016. They also re-
vealed Dr. Fauci was told as early as
January 2020 that COVID-19 looked en-
gineered.

Was this project, paid for with your
tax dollars, somehow related to the re-
lease of the COVID-19 pandemic, which
just happened to begin in the vicinity
of the lab in Wuhan?

EcoHealth might know the truth or
even provide some clues, but the
group’s president refuses to answer
questions. In fact, he organized a
disinformation campaign to discredit
scientists who dared to ask that ques-
tion.

EcoHealth also evaded a number of
Federal transparency laws requiring
the disclosure of how our tax dollars
are being spent. As a result, we still
aren’t even entirely sure how much of
our money was sunk into subsidizing
the unsafe, state-run lab in communist
China.

Folks, we really deserve the answers,
and if EcoHealth won’t cooperate vol-
untarily, then that information will be
obtained with subpoenas when Repub-
licans are back in control of Congress.
You can mark my words.

This troubling situation dem-
onstrates both the power and the short-
comings of transparency laws. Armed
with information, citizens can uphold
the government and make it account-
able and expose malfeasance but only if
the laws are followed, and, right now,
many of these laws are all bark and no
bite.

So what can a civic-minded Iowan do
to get answers from inside the DC belt-
way bureaucracy?

Well, you know what they say: If you
want a friend in Washington, get a dog.

That is why I have introduced the
Watchdog Act, which will establish
within the White House a new Director
of Openness—yes, you have got it, D-O-
G—Director of Openness in Govern-
ment, who will be the taxpayers’ best
friend. This top dog will hound our gov-
ernment bureaucrats to fetch the facts
for our taxpayers. Agencies that would
not provide information in a complete
and timely manner would be dogged
until they do.

In contrast to Russia, where the gov-
ernment controls and censors informa-
tion, my bill creates a transparency
czar to open government and spread in-
formation.

Folks, we can’t have gatekeepers of
truth in a free society. That is why,
under my bill, those who censor infor-
mation, rather than those who share it,
will be held accountable.

The best way to restore trust in our
public institutions and to discredit
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misinformation campaigns is by shin-
ing a light on what is really going on
in Washington, and with the Sun now
setting an hour later every day, we are
all reminded what a big difference a
little bit of sunshine can make.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 546—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE CONDEMNING THE RUS-
SIAN FEDERATION, PRESIDENT
VLADIMIR PUTIN, MEMBERS OF
THE RUSSIAN SECURITY COUN-
CIL, THE RUSSIAN ARMED
FORCES, AND RUSSIAN MILI-
TARY COMMANDERS FOR COM-
MITTING ATROCITIES, INCLUD-
ING ALLEGED WAR CRIMES,

AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF
UKRAINE AND OTHERS

Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Mr.
CoONSs, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. KING, Ms.

ERNST, Mr. TILLIS, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr.
CORNYN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. MORAN,
Mr. RUBIO, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. BOOKER,
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, Mr. WICKER, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. KELLY,
Mrs. SHAHEEN, and Mr. DURBIN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:
S. RES. 546

Whereas the United States of America is a
beacon for the values of freedom, democracy,
and human rights across the globe;

Whereas there are several universal dec-
larations and treaties promoting human
rights, laws of war, and upholding the dig-
nity of individuals;

Whereas the United Nations Charter Pre-
amble states that member nations ‘‘reaffirm
faith in fundamental human rights [and] in
the dignity and worth of the human person’’;

Whereas the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights Preamble states that ‘‘Mem-
ber States have pledged themselves to
achieve, in cooperation with the United Na-
tions, the promotion of universal respect for
and observance of human rights and funda-
mental freedoms’’;

Whereas the Russian Federation joined as
an original member of the United Nations as
the former Union of Soviet Socialists Repub-
lics on October 24, 1945, and as such has a
duty to abide by the conditions of the United
Nations Charter and pledges reflected in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights;

Whereas the International Criminal Court
(ICC) is an international tribunal that seeks
to uphold the rule of law, especially in areas
where no rule of law exists, by investigating
and trying individuals charged ‘‘with the
gravest crimes of concern to the inter-
national community: genocide, war crimes,
crimes against humanity and the crime of
aggression’’;

Whereas grave breaches of the 1949 Geneva
Conventions constitute war crimes, includ-
ing ‘“‘wil[l]ful killing, torture or inhuman
treatment, including biological experiments,
wil[l]fully causing great suffering or serious
injury to body or health. . . and extensive
destruction and appropriation of property,
not justified by military necessity and car-
ried out unlawfully and wantonly’’;

Whereas other serious violations of the
laws and customs applicable in international
armed conflict can constitute war crimes,
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which can include intentionally directing at-
tacks against the civilian population as such
or against individual civilians not taking di-
rect part in hostilities and intentionally di-
recting attacks against civilian objects, that
is, objects which are not military objectives;

Whereas President Vladimir Putin, mem-
bers of the Russian Security Council, and
President Putin’s military commanders have
severely undermined the international rule
of law through their various actions;

Whereas, prior to the most recent invasion
of Ukraine in February 2022, President Vladi-
mir Putin and the Russian Federation has a
long history of committing acts of aggres-
sion, human rights violations, and acts that
constitute war crimes within the Russian
Federation and around the globe, including
in Chechnya, Georgia, Ukraine, and Syria;

Whereas, beginning in 1999, the Russian
Federation engaged in the indiscriminate
use of force against the people of Chechnya,
including the wuse of cluster munitions
against civilians, resulting in 50,000
Chechens, mostly civilians, dead or missing;

Whereas, during the Russian Federation’s
invasion of Georgia in 2008, Russian Armed
Forces engaged with cluster munitions in in-
discriminate and disproportionate attacks
that resulted in the death of civilians;

Whereas, since 2014, President Vladimir
Putin has violated the sovereignty of
Ukraine and used military force to seize con-
trol and unlawfully occupy Crimea, and in-
stalled Russian separatist-backed forces in
eastern Ukraine, resulting in the deaths of
thousands of innocent civilians since 2014;

Whereas the Russian military was deemed
responsible for shooting down Malaysia Air-
lines Flight 17 over eastern Ukraine on July
17, 2014, which resulted in the death of 298 ci-
vilians;

Whereas rebel forces supported by the Rus-
sian Federation were deemed responsible for
a missile attack on January 24, 2015, in
Mariupol, Ukraine that indiscriminately
killed and injured civilians, resulting in the
death of at least 30 and injuring many more;

Whereas, in 2016 and 2017, Russian aircraft
deployed ‘‘bunker-busting” and incendiary
bombs capable of destroying military instal-
lations on civilian structures in Aleppo,
Syria, resulting in the death of hundreds of
civilians;

Whereas President Vladimir Putin is
complicit in war crimes and human rights
violations in Syria through his continuing
political, financial, and military support for
President Bashar al-Assad;

Whereas intelligence assessments have
concluded Vladimir Putin and his regime
have destroyed the rule of law in Russia and
engaged in countless atrocities, including or-
dering the poisoning of Alexei Navalny, the
poisoning of Sergei and Yulia Skripal, and
the false imprisonment and torture ulti-
mately leading to the death of Sergei

Magnitsky;
Whereas President Vladimir Putin, in Feb-
ruary 2022, initiated a premeditated,

unprovoked, unjustified, and unlawful war
against the sovereign nation of Ukraine;

Whereas, since February 24, 2022, President
Vladimir Putin and Russian Federation
forces reportedly killed more than 500 civil-
ians, to include children, while invading
Ukrainian urban centers, causing chaos and
fear among Ukrainian citizens;

Whereas, on February 28, 2022, the Ukrain-
ian Ambassador to the United States,
Oksana Markarova, claimed President Vladi-
mir Putin ordered the deployment of
thermobaric weapons and cluster munitions
to be used in the northeastern towns of
Okhtyrka and Karkhiv, in populated, urban
areas;

Whereas Ukraine has twice submitted to
the jurisdiction of the ICC for the purposes
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of investigating alleged war crimes and
crimes against humanity committed within
its territory related to the Russian occupa-
tion of Ukraine;

Whereas Lithuania and Canada, members
to the authorizing treaty of the ICC, have
called on the ICC to open an investigation
into alleged war crimes and crimes against
humanity committed by Russia;

Whereas, on February 28, 2022, the Pros-
ecutor of the ICC, Karim A.A. Khan QC stat-
ed that the ICC would open a third investiga-
tion against Russia for alleged war crimes
and crimes against humanity committed
during the Russian invasion into Ukraine,
which began on February 24, 2022;

Whereas Ukraine has also filed a claim in
the International Court of Justice (ICJ) in-
stituting proceedings against the Russian
Federation related to genocide under the
Genocide Convention; and

Whereas the United States Government
should use its voice, vote, and influence to
pursue war crimes and crimes against hu-
manity allegations against Vladimir Putin
and his military commanders in inter-
national institutions of which it is a member
and encourage other allies and partners to
express the same: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved,

SECTION 1. SENSE OF THE SENATE.

The Senate—

(1) strongly condemns the ongoing vio-
lence, including war crimes, crimes against
humanity, and systematic human rights
abuses being carried out by the Russian
Armed Forces and their proxies and Presi-
dent Putin’s military commanders, at the di-
rection of President Vladimir Putin;

(2) encourages member states to petition
the ICC or other appropriate international
tribunal to take any appropriate steps to in-
vestigate war crimes and crimes against hu-
manity committed by the Russian Armed
Forces and their proxies and President
Putin’s military commanders, at the direc-
tion of President Vladimir Putin;

(3) supports any investigation into war
crimes, crimes against humanity, and sys-
tematic human rights abuses levied by Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, the Russian Security
Council, the Russian Armed Forces and their
proxies, and President Putin’s military com-
manders;

(4) encourages the United States Govern-
ment and partner nations to use their voice,
vote, and influence in international institu-
tions in which they are members to hold
President Vladimir Putin, the Russian Secu-
rity Council, the Russian Armed Forces and
their proxies, and President Putin’s military
commanders accountable for their sponsor-
ship of ongoing violence, including war
crimes, crimes against humanity, and sys-
tematic human rights abuses; and

(5) stands with the people of Ukraine who
have been affected by the brutality of the
Putin regime.

SEC. 2. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this resolution may be con-
strued as—

(1) a declaration of war or an authorization
for the use of military force against the Rus-
sian Federation; or

(2) authorization for the introduction of
the United States Armed Forces into
Ukraine.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION 547—RECOG-

NIZING THE 201ST ANNIVERSARY
OF GREEK INDEPENDENCE AND

CELEBRATING DEMOCRACY IN
GREECE AND THE UNITED
STATES

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and Mr.
BARRASSO0) submitted the following res-
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olution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:
S. REs. 547

Whereas the concept of democracy, in
which the supreme power to govern was vest-
ed in the people, was developed in ancient
Greece;

Whereas the founding fathers of the United
States were inspired by ancient Greek polit-
ical philosophy, which many of them read in
the original Greek language, when they
formed the representative democracy of the
United States;

Whereas Petros Mavromichalis, the former
Commander in Chief of Greece and a founder
of the modern Greek state, said to the citi-
zens of the United States in 1821, ‘It is in
your land that liberty has fixed her abode
and. . . in imitating you, we shall imitate
our ancestors and be thought worthy of them
if we succeed in resembling you’’;

Whereas Thomas Jefferson wrote, in an Oc-
tober 21, 1823, letter to Greek scholar
Adamantios Koraes discussing the ongoing
Greek struggle for independence, that ‘‘[n]o
people sympathise more feelingly than ours
with the sufferings of your countrymen,
none offer more sincere and ardent prayers
to heaven for their success’’;

Whereas then-Congressman Daniel Web-
ster, on January 19, 1824, in a speech in sup-
port of his resolution to send an American
envoy to Greece amid its struggle for inde-
pendence, recognized ‘‘the struggle of an in-
teresting and gallant people. . . contending
against fearful odds, for being, and for the
common privilege of human nature’’;

Whereas American Philhellenes, including
future abolitionist Dr. Samuel Gridley Howe,
future abolitionist Jonathan Peckham Mil-
ler, and George Jarvis, traveled to Greece to
fight alongside and provide aid to the Greek
people in their struggle for independence;

Whereas the people of the United States
generously sent humanitarian assistance to
the people of Greece during their struggle for
independence, often through philhellene
committees;

Whereas Greece heroically resisted Axis
forces at a crucial moment in World War II,
forcing Adolf Hitler to change his timeline
and delaying the attack on Russia;

Whereas Winston Churchill said that ‘if
there had not been the virtue and courage of
the Greeks, we do not know which the out-
come of World War II would have been’ and
‘“no longer will we say that Greeks fight like
heroes, but that heroes fight like Greeks’’;

Whereas the United States and Greece
have been allies in major international con-
flicts throughout modern history;

Whereas the Greek-American community
has positively contributed to American soci-
ety and has helped forge strong ties between
the United States and Greece;

Whereas the United States greatly contrib-
uted to the reconstruction of Greece after
World War II;

Whereas NATO membership has further en-
hanced cooperation between the United
States and Greece;

Whereas Greece is an integral part of the
European Union;

Whereas Greece is a strategic partner of
the United States in bringing political sta-
bility and economic development to the Bal-
kan region, having actively contributed to
the Euro-Atlantic integration of the coun-
tries of the region and having been a major
investor in Southeastern Europe, including
in critical infrastructure;

Whereas Greece participates in and ac-
tively promotes several formats for regional
partnership in the Eastern Mediterranean;

Whereas the United States has dem-
onstrated its support for the trilateral part-
nership of Greece, Israel, and Cyprus by en-
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acting into law the Eastern Mediterranean
Security and Energy Partnership Act of 2019
(title II of division J of Public Law 116-94)
and through joint engagement with Greece,
Israel, and Cyprus in the ‘‘3+1” format;

Whereas this support was bolstered in the
United States-Greece Defense and Inter-
parliamentary Partnership Act of 2021 (sub-
title B of title XIII of Public Law 117-81), es-
tablishing a 3+1 Interparliamentary Group to
discuss the expansion of co-operation in
other areas of common concern;

Whereas the United States and Greece’s
commitment to security cooperation led to
the conclusion of a Mutual Defense Coopera-
tion Agreement, which was updated in 2021
in order to enhance defense ties between the
two countries and promote stability in the
broader region;

Whereas the ongoing United States-Greece
Strategic Dialogue reflects Greece’s impor-
tance to the United States as a geostrategic
partner, especially in the Eastern Mediterra-
nean and Balkans, and as an important
NATO ally;

Whereas the Governments and people of
Greece and the United States are at the fore-
front of international efforts to advance
freedom, democracy, rule of law, human
rights, peace, and stability;

Whereas those efforts and similar ideals
have forged a close bond between the peoples
of Greece and the United States; and

Whereas it is proper and desirable for the
United States to celebrate March 25, 2022,
Greek Independence Day, with the people of
Greece and to reaffirm the democratic prin-
ciples from which those two great countries
were founded: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) extends warm congratulations and best
wishes to the people of Greece as they cele-
brate the 201st anniversary of the independ-
ence of Greece;

(2) expresses support for the principles of
democratic governance to which the people
of the United States and Greece are com-
mitted;

(3) notes the important role that Greece
has played in the wider European region and
in the community of nations since gaining
its independence;

(4) commends the contributions of the
Greek-American community to the United
States and its role as a bridge between the
two countries;

(6) commends the critical role Greece plays
in promoting stability in the Eastern Medi-
terranean and Western Balkans; and

(6) appreciates the important energy part-
nership that exists between the United
States and Greece, and the important role
that Greece plays in bolstering European en-
ergy security.

———————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 5000. Mr. RUBIO proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 623, to make daylight sav-
ing time permanent, and for other purposes.

———

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 5000. Mr. RUBIO proposed an
amendment to the bill S. 623, to make
daylight saving time permanent, and
for other purposes; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Sunshine

Protection Act of 2021,



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-08T00:50:38-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




