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Whereas the United States has the highest
maternal mortality rate among affluent
countries, in part because of the dispropor-
tionate mortality rate of Black women;

Whereas Black women are 49 percent more
likely than all other women to deliver pre-
maturely;

Whereas the high rates of maternal mor-
tality among Black women span across—

(1) income levels;

(2) education levels; and

(3) socioeconomic status;

Whereas structural racism, gender oppres-
sion, and the social determinants of health
inequities experienced by Black women and
birthing persons in the United States signifi-
cantly contribute to the disproportionately
high rates of maternal mortality and mor-
bidity among Black women and birthing per-
sons;

Whereas racism and discrimination play a
consequential role in maternal health care
experiences and outcomes of Black birthing
persons;

Whereas a fair and wide distribution of re-
sources and birth options, especially with re-
gard to reproductive health care services and
maternal health programming, is critical to
closing the racial gap in maternal health
outcomes;

Whereas Black midwives, doulas, perinatal
health workers, and community-based orga-
nizations provide holistic maternal care but
face structural and legal barriers to licen-
sure, reimbursement, and provision of care;

Whereas COVID-19, which has dispropor-
tionately harmed Black Americans, is asso-
ciated with an increased risk of adverse preg-
nancy outcomes and maternal and neonatal
complications;

Whereas the COVID-19 pandemic has fur-
ther highlighted issues within the broken
health care system in the United States and
the harm of that system to Black women and
birthing persons;

Whereas new data from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention has indi-
cated that since the COVID-19 pandemic
began, the maternal mortality rate for Black
women has increased by 26 percent;

Whereas, even as there is growing concern
about improving access to mental health
services, Black women are least likely to
have access to mental health screenings,
treatment, and support before, during, and
after pregnancy;

Whereas Black pregnant and postpartum
workers are disproportionately denied rea-
sonable accommodations in the workplace,
leading to adverse pregnancy outcomes;

Whereas Black pregnant people dispropor-
tionately experience surveillance and pun-
ishment, including shackling incarcerated
people in labor, drug testing mothers and in-
fants without informed consent, separating
mothers from their newborns, and criminal-
izing pregnancy outcomes;

Whereas justice-informed, culturally con-
gruent models of care are beneficial to Black
women; and

Whereas an investment must be made in—

(1) maternity care for Black women and
birthing persons, including support of care
led by the communities most affected by the
maternal health crisis in the United States;

(2) continuous health insurance coverage
to support Black women and birthing per-
sons for the full postpartum period up to at
least 1 year after giving birth; and

(3) policies that support and promote af-
fordable, comprehensive, and holistic mater-
nal health care that is free from gender and
racial discrimination, regardless of incarcer-
ation: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes that—

(1) Black women are experiencing high,
disproportionate rates of maternal mortality
and morbidity in the United States;
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(2) the alarmingly high rates of maternal
mortality among Black women are unaccept-
able;

(3) in order to better mitigate the effects of
systemic and structural racism, Congress
must work toward ensuring that the Black
community has—

(A) safe and affordable housing;

(B) transportation equity;

(C) nutritious food;

(D) clean air and water;

(E) environments free from toxins;

(F) fair treatment within the criminal jus-
tice system;

(G) safety and freedom from violence;

(H) a living wage;

(I) equal economic opportunity;

(J) a sustained workforce pipeline for di-
verse perinatal professionals; and

(K) comprehensive, high-quality, and af-
fordable health care with access to the full
spectrum of reproductive care;

(4) in order to improve maternal health
outcomes, Congress must fully support and
encourage policies grounded in the human
rights, reproductive justice, and birth justice
frameworks that address Black maternal
health inequity;

(5) Black women and birthing persons must
be active participants in the policy decisions
that impact their lives;

(6) in order to ensure access to safe and re-
spectful maternal health care for Black
birthing persons, Congress must pass the
Black Maternal Health Momnibus Act of 2021
(S. 346; H.R. 959); and

(7)) “Black Maternal Health Week’ is an
opportunity to—

(A) deepen the national conversation about
Black maternal health in the United States;

(B) amplify community-driven policy, re-
search, and care solutions;

(C) center the voices of Black mothers,
women, families, and stakeholders;

(D) provide a national platform for Black-
led entities and efforts on maternal health,
birth, and reproductive justice; and

(E) enhance community organizing on
Black maternal health.

SENATE RESOLUTION 591—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF APRIL 10, 2022

AS “VENTURE SMITH FREEDOM
DAY”
Mr. BLUMENTHAL submitted the

following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary:

S. RES. 591

Whereas, in about 1729, Venture Smith was
born free in West Africa and, in 1739, was
seized from his home and enslaved in New
England;

Whereas 257 years ago, in the year 1765,
Venture Smith, at the age of 36, purchased
his freedom;

Whereas Venture Smith went on to free his
family from the bondage of slavery;

Whereas Venture Smith became a success-
ful landowner, businessman, and author in
the United States, generations before Black
Americans began to obtain constitutional,
legal, social, and economic rights;

Whereas, in November 1798, Venture Smith
was the first African American to write and
publish his own autobiography;

Whereas Venture Smith was the first per-
son to write and publish the phrase, ‘“‘My
freedom is a privilege which nothing else can
equal’’;

Whereas Venture Smith died a free man on
September 19, 1805 in Connecticut; and
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Whereas April 10 would be an appropriate
date to designate as ‘‘Venture Smith Free-
dom Day’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate supports the des-
ignation of ‘“Venture Smith Freedom Day”’
on April 10, which would recognize the 257th
anniversary of Venture Smith purchasing his
freedom and going on to become a land-
owner, businessman, and author in
Connecticut.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 592—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 6, 2022, AS “NA-
TIONAL ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY
AWARENESS DAY”

Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr.
CRAMER) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 592

Whereas assistive technology is any item,
piece of equipment, or product system that
is used to increase, maintain, or improve the
functional capabilities of an individual with
a disability or an older adult;

Whereas an assistive technology service is
any service that directly assists an indi-
vidual with a disability or an older adult in
the selection, acquisition, or use of an assist-
ive technology device;

Whereas, in 2018, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention reported that 1 in 4
individuals in the United States, or almost
61,000,000 individuals, has a disability;

Whereas, in the 2019-2020 school year, the
Department of Education reported that there
were more than 7,300,000 children with dis-
abilities;

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention reported that, among adults
65 years of age and older, 2 in 5 have a dis-
ability;

Whereas assistive technology enables indi-
viduals with disabilities and older adults to
be included in their communities and in in-
clusive classrooms and workplaces;

Whereas assistive technology devices and
services are necessities, not luxury items, for
millions of individuals with disabilities and
older adults, without which they would be
unable to live in their communities, access
education, or obtain, retain, and advance
gainful, competitive, and integrated employ-
ment;

Whereas the availability of assistive tech-
nology in the workplace promotes economic
self-sufficiency, enhances work participa-
tion, and is critical to the employment of in-
dividuals with disabilities and older adults;
and

Whereas State assistive technology pro-
grams support a continuum of services that
include—

(1) the exchange, repair, recycling, and
other reutilization of assistive technology
devices;

(2) device loan programs that provide
short-term loans of assistive technology de-
vices to individuals, employers, public agen-
cies, and others;

(3) the demonstration of devices to inform
decision making; and

(4) State financing to help individuals pur-
chase or obtain assistive technology through
a variety of initiatives, such as financial
loan programs, leasing programs, and other
financing alternatives, that give individuals
affordable, flexible options to purchase or
obtain assistive technology: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates April 6, 2022, as ‘‘National
Assistive Technology Awareness Day”’; and

(2) commends—

(A) assistive technology specialists and
program coordinators for their hard work
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and dedication in serving individuals with
disabilities who are in need of finding the
proper assistive technology to meet their in-
dividual needs; and

(B) professional organizations and re-
searchers dedicated to facilitating the access
and acquisition of assistive technology for
individuals with disabilities and older adults
in need of assistive technology devices.

——
SENATE RESOLUTION 593—RELAT-
ING TO THE DEATH OF
KANEASTER HODGES, JR.,

FORMER UNITED STATES SEN-
ATOR FOR THE STATE OF AR-
KANSAS

Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself, Mr. CoT-
TON, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. MCCONNELL, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BENNET,
Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
BLUNT, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BRAUN, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. BURR, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs.
CAPITO, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr.
CASEY, Mr. CASSIDY, Ms. COLLINS, Mr.
COONS, Mr. CORNYN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
Mr. CRAMER, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. CRUZ, Mr.
DAINES, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN,
Ms. ERNST, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. FISCH-
ER, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. HAGERTY, Ms. HASSAN,
Mr. HAWLEY, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr.
HICKENLOOPER, Ms. HIRONO, Mr.
HOEVEN, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. INHOFE,
Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KAINE, Mr. KELLY,
Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. KING, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. LEAHY, Mr.
LEE, Mr. LUJAN, Ms. LUMMIS, Mr.
MANCHIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MARSHALL,
Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr.
MORAN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. MURPHY,

Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. OSSOFF, Mr.
PADILLA, Mr. PAUL, Mr. PETERS, Mr.
PORTMAN, Mr. REED, Mr. RISCH, Mr.
ROMNEY, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr.
RUBIO, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SASSE, Mr.
SCHATZ, Mr. ScorT of Florida, Mr.
ScoTT of South Carolina, Mrs. SHA-

HEEN, Mr. SHELBY, Ms. SINEMA, Ms.
SMITH, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. SULLIVAN,
Mr. TESTER, Mr. THUNE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr.
TOOMEY, Mr. TUBERVILLE, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Mr. WARNER, Mr. WARNOCK,
Ms. WARREN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
WICKER, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. YOUNG)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:
S. RES. 593

Whereas Kaneaster Hodges, Jr., was born
in Newport, Arkansas, attended the public
schools of Arkansas, and then attended
Princeton University, Southern Methodist
University, Boston University, and the Uni-
versity of Arkansas School of Law;

Whereas Kaneaster Hodges, Jr., served as a
pastor at the Acushnet Wesley Methodist
Church and the Long Plain United Methodist
Church in Massachusetts in 1963, and served
as a chaplain at Rikers Island Correctional
Institution in New York City in 1964;

Whereas Kaneaster Hodges, Jr., returned
to Arkansas in 1964 to attend the University
of Arkansas School of Law, where he was
named editor-in-chief of the Arkansas Law
Review;

Whereas Kaneaster Hodges, Jr., joined his
father and brother in Newport, Arkansas at
the Hodges, Hodges, and Hodges law firm;

Whereas Kaneaster Hodges, Jr., served his
beloved State of Arkansas as the Newport
City Attorney and the Jackson County Dep-
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uty Prosecuting Attorney from 1967 to 1974,
was appointed as legislative secretary to
Governor Pryor in 1975, was instrumental in
forming the Arkansas Natural Heritage Com-
mission and served as chairman from 1974 to
1975, and served as a member of the Arkansas
Game and Fish Commission from 1976 to 1977;

Whereas Kaneaster Hodges, Jr., was ap-
pointed to serve as a United States Senator
for the State of Arkansas by Governor Pryor
in 1977 for the remainder of the term of the
late United States Senator John L. McClel-
lan;

Whereas Kaneaster Hodges, Jr., served the
State of Arkansas while in the Senate
through his work on the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry and the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works of the Senate;

Whereas Kaneaster Hodges, Jr., was known
by his colleagues in the Senate for his humil-
ity, diligence, and cooperation; and

Whereas Kaneaster Hodges, Jr., returned
to Arkansas at the end of his Senate ap-
pointment and continued his career in public
service by serving as a trustee of Arkansas
College, now Lyon College, as a trustee and
past chairman at the University of Arkan-
sas, as a trustee of Arkansas State Univer-
sity Newport Campus, and as president of the
Arkansas State University-Newport Chari-
table Foundation: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That—

(1) the Senate—

(A) has heard with profound sorrow and
deep regret the announcement of the death
of the Honorable Kaneaster Hodges, Jr.,
former member of the Senate;

(B) respectfully requests that the Sec-
retary of the Senate—

(i) communicate this resolution to the
House of Representatives; and

(ii) transmit an enrolled copy thereof to
the family of Kaneaster Hodges, Jr.; and

(2) when the Senate adjourns today, it
stand adjourned as a further mark of respect
to the memory of the late Kaneaster Hodges,
Jr.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 5023. Mr. MARSHALL (for himself, Mr.
BRAUN, and Mr. ScOTT of Florida) submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 6968, to prohibit the im-
portation of energy products of the Russian
Federation, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 5024. Mr. MURPHY (for Mr. TESTER (for
himself, Mr. BOOZMAN, and Mr. MANCHIN))
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 2687, to
provide the Inspector General of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs testimonial sub-
poena authority, and for other purposes

SA 5025. Mr. MURPHY (for Mr. GRASSLEY
(for himself, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
and Mr. CORNYN)) proposed an amendment to
the bill S. 3823, to amend title 11, United
States Code, to modify the eligibility re-
quirements for a debtor under chapter 13,
and for other purposes.

SA 5026. Mr. MURPHY (for Mr. ROUNDS (for
himself and Mr. TESTER)) proposed an
amendment to the bill S. 1875, to amend title
38, United States Code, to provide a deadline
of 180 days for the filing of claims for pay-
ment for emergency treatment furnished to
veterans, and for other purposes.

SA 5027. Mr. MURPHY (for Mr. KAINE) pro-
posed an amendment to the resolution S.
Res. 533, celebrating the centennial of Navy
aircraft carriers.

——
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 5023. Mr. MARSHALL (for him-
self, Mr. BRAUN, and Mr. SCOTT of Flor-
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ida) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill H.R.
6968, to prohibit the importation of en-
ergy products of the Russian Federa-
tion, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end, add the following:

SEC. 5. TERMINATION OF GENERAL LICENSE NO.
8A OF OFFICE OF FOREIGN ASSETS
CONTROL; APPLICATION OF SANC-
TIONS TO CERTAIN RUSSIAN FINAN-
CIAL INSTITUTIONS.

Effective on the date of the enactment of
this Act—

(1) General License No. 8A of the Office of
Foreign Assets Control of the Department of
the Treasury shall have no force or effect;
and

(2) sanctions imposed under Executive
Order 14024 (50 U.S.C. 1701 note; relating to
blocking property with respect to specified
harmful foreign activities of the Government
of the Russian Federation) shall apply with
respect to each entity specified in General
License No. 8A.

SA 5024. Mr. MURPHY (for Mr.
TESTER (for himself, Mr. BOOZMAN, and
Mr. MANCHIN)) proposed an amendment
to the bill S. 2687, to provide the In-
spector General of the Department of
Veterans Affairs testimonial subpoena
authority, and for other purposes; as
follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Strength-
ening Oversight for Veterans Act of 2021°°.
SEC. 2. TESTIMONIAL SUBPOENA AUTHORITY OF

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 312 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following new subsection:

“(d)(1)(A) In addition to the authority oth-
erwise provided by the Inspector General Act
of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.) and in accordance with
the requirements of this subsection, the In-
spector General, in carrying out the provi-
sions of this section, may require by sub-
poena the attendance and testimony of wit-
nesses as necessary in the performance of the
functions assigned to the Inspector General
by the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C.
App.) and this section, which in the case of
contumacy or refusal to obey, such subpoena
shall be enforceable by order of any appro-
priate district court of the United States.

‘“(B) The Inspector General may not re-
quire by subpoena the attendance and testi-
mony under subparagraph (A) of—

‘(i) any current Federal employee; or

‘(ii) any witness as part of any criminal
proceeding.

‘“(2) The authority to issue a subpoena
under paragraph (1) may not be delegated.

““(3)(A) The Inspector General shall notify
the Attorney General of the intent to issue a
subpoena under paragraph (1).

‘“(B) Not later than 10 days after the date
on which the Attorney General is notified
pursuant to subparagraph (A), the Attorney
General may object in writing to the
issuance of the subpoena if the subpoena will
interfere with an ongoing investigation and,
if the Attorney General makes such an ob-
jection, the Inspector General may not issue
the subpoena.

‘(C) If the Attorney General does not ob-
ject in writing to the issuance of the sub-
poena during the 10-day period described in
subparagraph (B), the Inspector General may
issue the subpoena.

‘“(4) Before requiring by subpoena under
paragraph (1) the attendance and testimony
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