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expansion of human trafficking, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 3901 

At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 
the name of the Senator from Texas 
(Mr. CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3901, a bill to provide grants to 
transit operators and airports for 
human trafficking awareness, edu-
cation, and prevention efforts, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 3907 

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 
name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. LUJÁN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3907, a bill to amend part E of 
title IV of the Social Security Act to 
require the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services to identify obstacles 
to identifying and responding to chil-
dren missing from foster care and other 
vulnerable foster youth, to provide 
technical assistance relating to the re-
moval of such obstacles, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 4022 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4022, a bill to codify in 
statute the CDC title 42 expulsion 
order, which suspends the right for cer-
tain aliens to enter the United States 
along United States land borders, until 
February 1, 2025. 

S. 4124 

At the request of Mr. COTTON, the 
name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 4124, a bill to prohibit the use 
of Federal funds for the Disinformation 
Governance Board of the Department 
of Homeland Security, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 4134 

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 
name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. HICKENLOOPER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4134, a bill to direct the 
President to submit to Congress a re-
port on United States Government ef-
forts to collect, analyze, and preserve 
evidence and information related to 
war crimes and other atrocities com-
mitted during the full-scale Russian in-
vasion of Ukraine since February 24, 
2022, and for other purposes. 

S. 4174 

At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
4174, a bill to amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 and the Portal- 
to-Portal Act of 1947 to prevent wage 
theft and assist in the recovery of sto-
len wages, to authorize the Secretary 
of Labor to administer grants to pre-
vent wage and hour violations, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 4190 

At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 
name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4190, a bill to provide for 
the independent and objective conduct 
and supervision of audits and inves-

tigations relating to the programs and 
operations funded with amounts appro-
priated or otherwise made available to 
Ukraine for military, economic, and 
humanitarian aid. 

S. RES. 626 
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 626, a resolution supporting 
the goals and ideals of National Nurses 
Week, to be observed from May 6 
through May 12, 2022. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. CARPER (for himself and 
Mrs. CAPITO): 

S. 4194. A bill to amend the Fish and 
Wildlife Act of 1956 to reauthorize the 
volunteer services, community part-
nership, and refuge education programs 
of the National Wildlife Refuge Sys-
tem, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, Senator 
CAPITO and I are introducing legisla-
tion today to reauthorize appropria-
tions for the National Wildlife Refuge 
System’s volunteer and partnerships 
program. I want to share with our col-
leagues some information about the 
Keep America’s Refuges Operational 
Act and ask for their support. 

The Keep America’s Refuges Oper-
ational Act reauthorizes the volunteer 
and partnerships program, with no in-
crease, at $2 million per year. The U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service uses the mod-
est Federal funding it receives for this 
program to leverage volunteer con-
tributions by providing uniforms, 
training, equipment, and necessary 
travel. 

Our National Wildlife Refuge System 
is an exceptional network of more than 
850 acres of public lands and waters 
dedicated to fish and wildlife conserva-
tion. Tens of millions of people visit 
our refuges each year to explore, fish, 
hunt, and view and study wildlife. This 
ecotourism strongly supports local 
economies. During the pandemic in 
particular, our national lands, includ-
ing refuges, were safe outdoor spaces 
for recreation. 

Volunteers are critical to refuge op-
erations. They assist with fish and 
wildlife surveys, restoring habitat, and 
supporting refuge office functions. 
Without volunteers and partner groups, 
refuges would likely have to cut back 
on public programs and reduce hours of 
operation. 

In my home State of Delaware, we 
have two beautiful refuges—the Prime 
Hook National Wildlife Refuge and the 
Bombay Hook National Wildlife Ref-
uge. Both refuges are highly dependent 
upon volunteers. 

Each year, people come to our ref-
uges to observe the federally threat-
ened red knot shorebird, which stops 
along the Delaware Bay to refuel on 
horseshoe crab eggs along its migra-
tion journey. Volunteers make sure 

these visitors have memorable experi-
ences. 

When people can see these pristine 
habitats and the many species that call 
them home, they are inspired to be 
good stewards of our planet for the en-
joyment and benefit of future genera-
tions. 

I want to ensure that these opportu-
nities opportunities abound in Dela-
ware and around the country. A small 
annual investment in the refuge sys-
tem volunteer and partnerships pro-
gram goes a long way. Every $1 appro-
priated to coordinate these volunteers 
translates to approximately $10 worth 
of volunteer services. 

These appropriations also help cut 
government costs. In fiscal year 2021, 
more than 11,000 volunteers donated 
68,879 hours, with donated time equal-
ing that of 318 full-time employees. The 
value of this time contribution is about 
$18.5 million. 

I want to thank Senator CAPITO for 
cosponsoring this commonsense legis-
lation. I look forward to working with 
her and our colleagues in the House to 
pass the Keep America’s Refuges Oper-
ational Act and enact it into law. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. WAR-
NER, Mr. MORAN, and Mr. 
MENENDEZ): 

S. 4202. A bill to require an annual 
budget estimate for the initiatives of 
the National Institutes of Health pur-
suant to reports and recommendations 
made under the National Alzheimer’s 
Project Act; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. 
WARNER, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. MORAN, and Mr. 
MENENDEZ): 

S. 4203. A bill to extend the National 
Alzheimer’s Project; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to introduce two bills aimed at 
continuing the important progress we 
have made so far to prevent and effec-
tively treat Alzheimer’s disease. I 
know how devastating this disease is. 
My father, grandfather, and two uncles 
all died from Alzheimer’s. I am com-
mitted to this effort both as a person 
whose beloved family members have 
suffered from this disease as well as a 
Senator concerned about the impact on 
our families and our healthcare budg-
ets. 

When I founded the Congressional 
Alzheimer’s Task Force in the Senate 
in 1999, there was virtually no focus on 
Alzheimer’s in Washington. Twelve 
years ago, I coauthored the bipartisan 
National Alzheimer’s Project Act with 
my colleague Senator Evan Bayh. Be-
fore we passed that legislation, there 
was no coordinated, strategic national 
plan to focus our efforts to defeat Alz-
heimer’s and ensure that our resources 
are maximized and leveraged. NAPA 
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fixed this by convening a panel of ex-
perts to create a coordinated strategic 
national plan to prevent and effec-
tively treat Alzheimer’s disease by 
2025. The expert council updates the 
plan annually. 

We have made some progress in our 
efforts to find a treatment, means of 
prevention, or cure, but Alzheimer’s 
still costs our Nation an astonishing 
$321 billion per year, including $206 bil-
lion in costs to Medicare and Medicaid. 
If we continue along this trajectory, 
Alzheimer’s is projected to claim the 
minds of 12.7 million seniors and nearly 
surpass $1 trillion in annual costs by 
2050. It takes a tremendous toll on fam-
ilies, too. In 2021, family caregivers 
provided 16 billion hours of unpaid care 
for loved ones with dementia. That job 
is often 24/7 and often harms the health 
of the caregiver. 

The National Alzheimer’s Project 
Act is set to expire in 2025, so we need 
to reauthorize this critical legislation 
to make sure that our research invest-
ments remain coordinated, and we can 
maximize their impact. 

The first bill that I will introduce 
today with my colleagues Senators 
WARNER, CAPITO, MARKEY, MORAN, and 
MENENDEZ, is the NAPA Reauthoriza-
tion Act. It would reauthorize NAPA 
through 2035 and modernize the legisla-
tion to reflect strides we have made 
understanding the disease, like includ-
ing a new focus on promoting healthy 
aging and reducing risk factors. 

The second bill that I will introduce, 
with my colleagues Senators MARKEY, 
CAPITO, WARNER, MORAN, and MENEN-
DEZ, is the Alzheimer’s Accountability 
and Investment Act. That bill would 
continue through 2035 a requirement 
that the Director of the National Insti-
tutes of Health submit an annual budg-
et to Congress estimating the funding 
necessary for NIH to fully implement 
NAPA’s research goals. Only two other 
areas of biomedical research—cancer 
and HIV/AIDs—have been the subject of 
special budget development aimed at 
speeding discovery, and this ‘‘bypass 
budget,’’ as it is known, helps us to un-
derstand the additional funding needed 
to find better treatments, a means of 
prevention, and ultimately a cure for 
Alzheimer’s disease. 

Nearly half of baby boomers reaching 
age 85 will either be afflicted with Alz-
heimer’s or caring for someone who has 
it. In many ways, Alzheimer’s is the 
defining disease of this generation. We 
have made tremendous progress in re-
cent years to boost funding for Alz-
heimer’s research, which holds great 
promise to ending this disease that has 
had a devastating effect on millions of 
Americans and their families. The two 
bills I introduce today will maintain 
our momentum and make sure that we 
do not take our foot off the pedal just 
as our investments in basic research is 
beginning to translate into potential 
new treatments. We must not let Alz-
heimer’s define our children’s genera-
tion as it has ours. 

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. 
COTTON, Mr. MARKEY, and Mr. 
HAGERTY): 

S. 4209. A bill to require a feasibility 
study regarding establishing new diplo-
matic posts in the Pacific Islands; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I rise 
today to introduce the Expanding 
America’s Pacific Diplomatic Presence 
Act, a bipartisan piece of legislation 
that seeks to deepen our diplomatic re-
lations with Pacific Island countries 
and territories. I am thankful to Sen-
ator COTTON, Senator MARKEY, and 
Senator HAGERTY for joining me in in-
troducing this legislation. 

The United States enjoys strong his-
torical ties, economic relationships, 
and cultural links with many Pacific 
Island nations. During World War II, 
these islands became the frontlines of 
some of our hardest fought battles of 
the Pacific campaign. Now, Pacific Is-
land nations and territories are at the 
frontlines of climate change. Our 
friendships with Pacific Island nations 
are deepened by generations of Pacific 
Islanders whose presence in the United 
States and contributions have enriched 
communities throughout our country. 
We also recognize the strategic impor-
tance of Pacific Island nations, as dem-
onstrated by the Compacts of Free As-
sociation we have with the Republic of 
the Marshall Islands, Federated States 
of Micronesia, and Palau. Unfortu-
nately, while our diplomatic presence 
in the region has waned in the last dec-
ade, the diplomatic and economic pres-
ence of the People’s Republic of China, 
PRC, has increased as it seeks to forge 
closer ties with Pacific Island nations. 
What happens in the Pacific Islands 
matters to the United States and we 
must take steps to demonstrate the 
strength of our commitment to the re-
gion. 

Diplomatic engagement in the region 
is critical for understanding how we 
can better support our Pacific Island 
partners. President Biden has worked 
to elevate the U.S.’s diplomatic en-
gagement by being the first U.S. Presi-
dent to participate in a gathering of 
the Pacific Island Forum leaders. The 
President also signaled his commit-
ment to the Freely Associated States 
by appointing Special Presidential 
Envoy Ambassador Joseph Yun to lead 
negotiations over the Compacts of Free 
Association. Several high-ranking ad-
ministration officials, including the 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken, 
have visited the region to pledge U.S. 
support for efforts related to COVID–19 
response, climate change adaptation, 
maritime security, infrastructure de-
velopment, trade, and economic invest-
ment. I applaud this level of meaning-
ful diplomatic engagement in the re-
gion and would like to see this sus-
tained in the future. 

Establishing new U.S. diplomatic 
posts would support our efforts to build 
lasting relationships with Pacific Is-
land nations and territories. The 
United States currently has eight Em-

bassies among Pacific Island nations, 
with plans to reopen an Embassy in the 
Solomon Islands. These Embassies play 
an important role in forging relations 
with host nations and serve as impor-
tant symbols of the U.S.’s long term 
commitment to the region. Opening 
new embassies, consulate generals, or 
other diplomatic posts would allow 
U.S. diplomats to have more regular 
interactions with the governments of 
the Pacific Islands and learn more 
about the challenges and opportunities 
facing each nation. The year-round 
presence of more U.S. diplomats would 
improve our ability to compete with 
the PRC’s growing presence in the re-
gion and would enhance our coordina-
tion with Australia, New Zealand, and 
Japan on economic development assist-
ance and humanitarian aid. An ex-
panded diplomatic presence in the re-
gion would also improve oversight of 
U.S. Government-funded programs in 
the region. 

The legislation I am introducing 
would direct the Government Account-
ability Office, GAO, to conduct a feasi-
bility study on establishing new diplo-
matic posts in Pacific Island countries 
and territories that currently do not 
have a U.S. Embassy or other U.S. dip-
lomatic post. This legislation recog-
nizes and seeks to understand what po-
tential benefits and challenges may 
exist for establishing new U.S. diplo-
matic posts in the region. I hope that 
the results of an independent study 
conducted by GAO will inform future 
decisions by Congress and the execu-
tive branch to establish and appro-
priately fund new diplomatic posts in 
the region. 

I urge my colleagues to pass the Ex-
panding America’s Pacific Diplomatic 
Presence Act to demonstrate our sup-
port for greater diplomatic engage-
ment with our partners in the region 
and reaffirm our commitment to build-
ing a shared future with the people of 
the Pacific Islands. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 631—PROHIB-
ITING THE IMPOSITION OF VAC-
CINATION, TESTING, AND MASK-
ING REQUIREMENTS RELATING 
TO COVID–19 FOR SENATE PAGES 

Mr. PAUL submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Rules and Administra-
tion: 

S. RES. 631 

Resolved, 
SECTION 1. PROHIBITION ON COVID–19 VACCINA-

TION, TESTING, AND MASKING RE-
QUIREMENTS FOR SENATE PAGES. 

A Senate Page or applicant to be a Senate 
Page may not be required to— 

(1) show proof of COVID–19 vaccination sta-
tus; 

(2) receive a vaccination for COVID–19; 
(3) undergo testing for COVID–19 without 

cause; or 
(4) wear a mask. 
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