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quorum calls for the cloture motions
filed today, May 17, be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
an objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

————
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate consider the following nomina-
tions, en bloc: Calendar Nos. 907, 916,
917, 918, 846; that the Senate vote on
the nominations en bloc without inter-
vening action or debate; that the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table; that any state-
ments related to the nominations be
printed in the RECORD; that the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the
Senate’s action; and that the Senate
resume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the en bloc nomina-
tions of S. Lane Tucker, of Alaska, to
be United States Attorney for the Dis-
trict of Alaska for the term of four
years; Rachelle L. Crowe, of Illinois, to
be TUnited States Attorney for the
Southern District of Illinois for the
term of four years; Jesse A. Laslovich,
of Montana, to be United States Attor-
ney for the District of Montana for the
term of four years; Alexander M.M.
Uballez, of New Mexico, to be United
States Attorney for the District of New
Mexico for the term of four years; and
Maria Fabiana Jorge, of the District of
Columbia, to be United States Alter-
nate Executive Director of the Inter-
American Development Bank?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.

——
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session.

————
SECOND CHANCE MONTH

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged
from further consideration and the
Senate now proceed to S. Res. 605.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 605) designating April
2022 as ‘‘Second Chance Month™.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

605) was
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The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of April 28, 2022,
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

———

CONGRATULATING AMES LABORA-
TORY ON 75 YEARS OF OUT-
STANDING SERVICE

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 639, submitted earlier today.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 639) congratulating
Ames Laboratory on 75 years of outstanding
service.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SCHUMER. I know of no further
debate on the resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

If not, the question is on agreeing to
the resolution.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the preamble be agreed to
and that the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

639) was

———

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the en bloc consid-
eration of the following Senate resolu-
tions, which were submitted earlier
today: S. Res. 640, S. Res. 641, and S.
Res. 642.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolutions be agreed to,
the preambles be agreed to, and that
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table, all
en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

(The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 18,
2022

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, fi-
nally, I ask unanimous consent that
when the Senate completes its business
today, it recess until 10 a.m., Wednes-
day, May 18; that following the prayer
and pledge, the Journal of proceedings
be approved to date, and the Senate
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proceed to executive session to resume
consideration of the Leaf nomination;
further, that the cloture motions filed
during yesterday’s session of the Sen-
ate ripen upon disposition of the
Rochon nomination; that at 11:45 a.m.,
the Senate vote on confirmation of the
Rochon nomination; that if cloture is
invoked on the Leaf nomination, all
postcloture time expire at 2:45 p.m.;
that the Senate recess following the
cloture vote on the Leaf nomination
until 2 p.m. to allow for the weekly
caucus meetings; further, that if clo-
ture is invoked on the Watson nomina-
tion, all postcloture time expire at 6
p.m.; that following disposition of the
Watson nomination, the Senate vote on
confirmation of the Thompson, Sykes,
and Lowman nominations; finally, that
if any nominations are confirmed dur-
ing Wednesday’s session, the motions
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table and the President
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

—————

ORDER FOR RECESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate stand in recess,
under the previous order, following the
remarks of Senator PORTMAN.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Ohio.

UKRAINE

Mr. PORTMAN. Madam President, I
come to the floor today for the 12th
consecutive week while the Senate has
been in session to talk about the ille-
gal, unprovoked, and brutal assault on
Ukraine being carried out by Russia.

We started these discussions before
this latest invasion even occurred; and,
unfortunately, every week, as I talk
about it, there are more and more ex-
amples of brutality as the Russians
continue to bomb innocent civilians in
Ukraine. Also, we have been able to
talk about some progress that we have
made in helping Ukraine, and that has
been very effective in helping Ukraine
help itself.

This is a classic fight for freedom.
The importance of our humanitarian
aid, our weapons, and our material sup-
port have all been in that cause, and
the impact cannot be overstated. Since
February 24, when the invasion began,
we have provided $13.6 billion in U.S.
taxpayer funds for military, humani-
tarian, and economic aid for Ukraine.
By the way, it has made a huge dif-
ference in keeping Ukraine from being
totally overrun by Russia. You will re-
member that the Russian objective
here, in looking at this map, was to
take over the entire country. In start-
ing with Kyiv, remember that they sur-
rounded Kyiv at one point. Now they
have been pushed out altogether.

The Russians have now been forced
to just focus here, in the southern and
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eastern parts of Ukraine, where there
continues to be very fierce fighting.
These darker red sections are sections
that the Russians took back in 2014.
The lighter red are the sections of
Ukraine they are trying to take now.
The blue, you can see here, is where
the Ukrainians have made progress, in-
cluding around Kharkiv, which is a
major city here in Eastern Ukraine.
You can see where there is quite a bit
of blue—in fact, in one case, all the
way to the Russian border where the
Ukrainians have pushed back the Rus-
sians.

So our support has made a difference.
But that support—the $13.6 billion in
aid—has now been depleted, and it is
necessary for us to re-up, including in
just providing basic munitions so that
the Ukrainians can continue the fight
with ammunition but also in providing
heavier weapons because, down in this
area, that is what is required. As the
Russians use more and more artillery
and other heavy weapons to try to push
back the Ukrainians’ positions, the
Ukrainians must respond in kind.

Without the support that we have
provided, Russia would have destroyed
a lot more of Ukraine; they would have
killed a lot more innocent civilians;
and they would have achieved a vic-
tory. It would have been damaging, of
course, to Ukraine and its people but
also damaging to us and our national
interest and a safer world because, had
they been successful, there would have
been a much more dangerous and vola-
tile world in its thinking that an au-
thoritarian country could just come
into a peaceful, democratic neighbor
and take over another country.

Again, the fighting continues, but
we, along with so many of our allies—
over 40 countries—over 40 countries—
have stepped up to say: We are with
you, Ukraine. You are an independent,
sovereign country. You are an ally, and
we want to support you.

They have never asked for us to do
the fighting for them, by the way, but
they have asked for us to help them
have the tools to be able to survive and
to be able to push back against the
brutal Russian assault.

The administration has now sub-
mitted what is called a supplemental
request for funding. The House passed
it last week 368 to 57—strong bipartisan
support. Last night and earlier today,
we had the first of two procedural
votes on the Senate’s action on this
same supplemental spending bill. The
votes were 81 to 11 last night and 88 to
11 earlier today—again, strong bipar-
tisan support for this funding. This
package includes $40 billion—nearly $40
billion—for munitions, for weapons, for
training to stop Russia.

It also provides funds for humani-
tarian aid. Remember, there have been
millions of refugees both internally
and who have left the country. There
are about 5 or 6 million refugees still
out of the country and at least 7 or 8
million refugees inside the country. So
this has been an unprecedented level of
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humanitarian aid that has been needed
but also economic support to a country
that has been devastated—literally
flattened—in many areas by this Rus-
sian assault.

There are also funds to support our
troops, who are in the countries neigh-
boring Ukraine, joining other NATO
forces. That funding is also in here.
Some of these troops came from Ger-
many, and some came from the United
States, but it is an effort to be sure
that we are supporting and bolstering
these other countries in the region—
Romania, Slovakia, Poland, and the
Baltic countries of Latvia, Lithuania,
and Estonia—to be sure that they are
not going to be subject to the same at-
tacks. Those preventive measures have
been put in place, and that is also cost-
ly. Forty billion dollars is a lot of
money, and we have to be sure that it
is spent wisely and is not wasted.

I am glad to see we were able to get
some changes in the administration’s
request to task the Department of De-
fense, the Department of State, and
USAID inspectors general—from all
three of those entities—with the over-
sight of the spending and provide them
with sufficient resources to do that. So
these inspectors general from those
three entities are there to ensure the
money is properly spent.

Additionally, the funds in this bill
for urgent budget support to Ukraine’s
government will be subject to espe-
cially stringent oversight mechanisms.
These funds will be placed in a sepa-
rate, auditable account, and their use
will be governed by a memorandum of
understanding with Ukraine. The MOU
will describe strict guardrails for
transparency and accountability that
will ensure that these funds are not di-
verted to corrupt interests but, in-
stead, are used to help the Government
of Ukraine provide for its people in
their hour of need. I am glad that lan-
guage was included and added to the
supplemental.

The supplemental bill also mandates
that the use of these funds will be noti-
fied to Congress. I think this is very
important. Most of our foreign assist-
ance to other countries is subject to
strict notification requirements like
these. It is only appropriate these
funds have a similar mechanism in
place. If Congress is going to appro-
priate these large amounts of taxpayer
dollars to support Ukraine, I think it is
essential that we have sufficient con-
gressional oversight. We have strong
bipartisan support for this funding in
the House and in the Senate but also
the assurance that we will have effec-
tive oversight of our assistance to
Ukraine. By the way, effective over-
sight also will require us to have a dip-
lomatic presence in Ukraine—a perma-
nent one—to help ensure that these
funds are spent properly—the military
funds, the humanitarian funds, and the
economic aid.

I have been calling for the adminis-
tration to reopen our Embassy in Kyiv,
which is here—the capital city—for the
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past several weeks. I hope we do that
as soon as possible. My understanding
is that the team in Kyiv, which has
been mostly in Poland and sometimes
goes to Lwviv, wants to get back to the
capital. There are, probably, a couple
dozen countries—I heard Israel moved
their Embassy back today—that have
already moved back to Kyiv. It is time
for us to do so as well. We understand
it is dangerous, and we respect the
service of those Foreign Service Offi-
cers, but we have got to be sure that
they are there to provide a clear line of
communication with the Ukrainians
and ensure that this $40 billion in fund-
ing is properly spent but also ensure
that we are able to have a go-between
at a high level, which is one reason we
need to get our Ambassador over there
to Ukraine as soon as possible. The
good news is we had a good hearing
with that Ambassador just last week,
and my hope is that we can get her
moving even later this week.

With regard to the funding—the $40
billion—in helping, again, to continue
to push back so that Russia doesn’t
turn the tide, that funding, I hope, will
be sent this week. What you just heard
from the majority leader is that he has
set up a vote for Thursday, which
would be a cloture vote. Then, hope-
fully, we will have the final vote that
day, too. Cloture is the next procedural
vote. Let’s not slow this thing down on
either side of the aisle. Let’s get this
done. I wish we had gotten it done last
week, and we should have. Every day
that we delay means we are putting at
risk more Ukrainian civilians and put-
ting at risk more of the Ukrainian
military because they don’t have the
munitions for existing weapons, be-
cause they don’t have the heavy weap-
ons they need to be able to counter the
Russians. So this is not a time for us to
play partisan politics. It is a time for
us to get this assistance to the Presi-
dent’s desk. Hopefully, he will sign it
immediately and begin to re-up this
commitment we have made to help
Ukraine defend itself.

As you probably know, it took the
constant urging from this Congress, on
a bipartisan basis, to get the adminis-
tration to finally begin to provide the
level of lethal support that the Ukrain-
ians have needed to survive this war
against Russia. Some of us were push-
ing for more before this latest invasion
as well, but we cannot afford to back-
slide now. It is really important that
we continue to help them to be able to
defend themselves. Again, we are not
alone in this. There are many countries
around the world, including, obviously,
the other NATO allies who are also
helping out.

I understand there is only enough ex-
isting Presidential drawdown author-
ity—that is the authority they are
using for the munitions and the weap-
ons—to do one more partial transfer of
arms. So this is urgent to get it done
now. This supplemental will fix that
problem. It raises the Presidential cap
to $11 billion in the drawdown author-
ity. It also provides $6 billion for the
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Ukraine Security Assistance Initiative,
which is a program that I co-wrote
back into law in 2015. This money will
fund training, equipment, and advisory
efforts to boost Ukraine’s combat ca-
pacities; to professionalize its military
further; and to bring it up to NATO
standards.

That was very important to have
them as prepared as they are. Over the
past T years, it has helped turn
Ukraine’s army into a powerful, profes-
sional fighting force that has proven to
be at least Russia’s equal on the battle-
field. The bravery and determination of
these troops is the single most impor-
tant weapon they have, but the train-
ing and the equipment and the muni-
tions and so on are essential for them
to be able to take that bravery and
that perseverance and that commit-
ment and to be able to be such an effec-
tive fighting force.

Additionally, the supplemental in-
cludes $4 billion in Foreign Military
Financing to provide Ukraine with the
American-made weapons and equip-
ment that its troops need. It also has
$3.9 billion to support enhanced U.S.
troop deployments to Europe, such as
the 82nd Airborne, which is here in Po-
land. I got to see them when I was over
in the region recently. They are doing
an amazing job in ensuring that there
is protection for Poland against the
possibility that Poland could be
dragged into this conflict, but it is also
to help ensure that the arms transfers
are occurring from countries all over
the world. All of this vital funding will
ensure that we can continue to support
Ukraine and our other Eastern Euro-
pean allies who are threatened by Rus-
sian aggression. We just can’t allow
any gap in this support.

We must not adjourn this week until
we are finished with this. So the vote is
supposed to be on Thursday, and I hope
it is; but until we have the final pas-
sage of this measure and it goes to the
President’s desk, we cannot leave this
week. In my view, Congress must stay
in session.

At this time in this war, it is also
time for us to take a breath and hold
the administration accountable for giv-
ing us a long-term strategy so that we
in Congress can be a bigger part of the
conversation about how to move for-
ward. I think that is not unreasonable,
given where we are. And a number of
us, on a bipartisan basis, are calling for
that. Give us a long-term strategy so
we know where we are.

I know there have been concerns that
we have been spending a lot of money
on weapons and equipment from our
military stockpiles to Ukraine without
adequately refilling our own supplies.
But this supplemental funding bill—
and one reason it is a higher number—
fixes that. It provides $9 billion to re-
plenish our stocks with Javelins,
Stingers, howitzers, rifles, vehicles,
and other equipment needed to keep
America safe. So part of the funds we
are providing here are for Ukraine, but
really they are for updating our own
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stockpiles. That is good for our own
military.

I am also aware of a concern that
some of our manufacturers cannot
make these weapons fast enough for
both the stockpiling for our weapons
and providing weapons to UkKkraine.
This supplemental bill addresses that,
too, providing $600 million to ease
chokepoints in our industrial supply
chain. That will ensure that we have
the capacity to produce enough mis-
siles to simultaneously help Kkeep
Ukrainians in the fight and keep our
stockpiles full.

Last week, at a hearing of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, I asked
the Assistant Secretary of State for
Europe, Karen Donfried, what the ad-
ministration’s definition of ‘‘victory”
was, and she said: Well, “‘that is for the
Ukrainians to define.”

Well, I guess that is fair, but the
Ukrainians have already defined what
victory looks like for them. They want
all of their territory back. It is their
sovereign territory that Russia has al-
ready taken—the darker red—and
wants to take now in the lighter red
and wants to go even farther. That is
what the Ukrainians say victory looks
like.

Last week, Ukrainian Foreign Min-
ister Kuleba said that ‘‘victory for us
in this war will be the liberation of the
rest of our territories.”

On Saturday, the Foreign Ministers
of the G7 countries—those are the big-
gest economies of the world except for
China. Those are our allies in all of
this. Our Secretary of State, Tony
Blinken, was there, and he endorsed
this view, saying in a statement that
“[w]e will never recognize borders that
Russia has attempted to change by
military aggression.”

I appreciate the Secretary of State
saying that, and I hope the rest of the
administration adopts that position.

During recent testimony, L'TG Scott
Barrier of the Defense Intelligence
Agency called the war situation a
‘“‘stalemate.”” While this is not optimal,
it is giving the Ukrainian forces time
to regroup forces in this area and to be
able to train on some of the new West-
ern weapons we and our allies have do-
nated. Soon, more of our 155-milli-
meter “M Triple 7’ howitzers, as an ex-
ample, will be deployed to the
frontlines. This will give the UKkrain-
ians the capability to outrange the
Russians, when they could sit back and
use the artillery to push the Russians
back without being in danger them-
selves. And when combined with sur-
veillance, including surveillance
drones, this will allow the Ukrainians
to even the odds on the battlefield.
That is all arriving now and beginning
to come, and that is good news to re-
port tonight. It is going to make a big
difference.

In fact, we have recently seen just
how effective artillery can be in
Ukraine. We just learned yesterday
that last week, as a Russian battalion
tactical group was attempting to cross
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a river in Ukraine, called the Siverskyi
Donets River, Ukrainian artillerymen
sighted them and opened fire. Over the
next several minutes, under a Ukrain-
ian bombardment, it is estimated that
Russian forces suffered almost 500 cas-
ualties—including killed, wounded, and
missing in action—and also lost almost
80 vehicles, including infantry fighting
vehicles and T-72 main battle tanks.

This map shows images of the actual
bridge and what actually happened.
Here is the attack. Here are some of
those Russian tanks we talked about
and other armored vehicles. Here is
what is left of the bridge. Here are
some more images of the road coming
in and some of the vehicles that were
destroyed.

The pontoon bridge they had been
using to cross the river right here, you
can see, was totally destroyed, sending
some vehicles plunging into the water
below. This Russian advance was com-
pletely halted at immense cost.

Again, it makes a difference if you
have these weapons and you have the
surveillance. You have the ability to do
this. It was such a significant defeat
for Russian forces that even the pro-
Russian military bloggers—who have
toed the Kremlin line for the war thus
far—have now begun to publicly ques-
tion the competency of the Russian
military leadership on social media.

This is precisely why we and other
countries need to keep sending heavy
weapons and ammunition, including ar-
tillery and better artillery, so the
Ukrainians can continue to inflict de-
feats like this on the Russians and
push them out of their territory.

The Ukrainians are succeeding, first,
because of their bravery, their tenac-
ity, their skill but also because the
United States and our allies are plac-
ing in their hands the tools they need
to succeed.

Let’s not forget that President Putin
said he launched this war because
Ukraine had NATO aspirations and
that a NATO country on their border
was a threat. I think he thought that
this would be intimidating to NATO
and would split NATO. Now, because of
the invasion, Finland and Sweden have
applied for NATO membership. Presi-
dent Putin thought it would split
NATO; instead, NATO is actually get-
ting stronger.

America and the world should recog-
nize this is a major shift in the power
structure of Europe. This is a big deal.
Finland, Sweden—Sweden has been tra-
ditionally neutral—and other European
countries now see clearly the threat
posed by Vladimir Putin and his desire
to recreate the Soviet Socialist Repub-
lic.

Earlier in the conflict, Putin threat-
ened both Finland and Sweden with
“‘grave consequences’ if they sought to
join NATO. Does this sound familiar?
It is the same thing he said about
Ukraine.

Remember, Finland shares a border
with Russia, about 810 miles. To the
Finns, the threat of Russian troops is
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very real, and it is on their border. Fin-
land is not dependent on Russia, as
some other nations are. In fact, they
barely get 5 percent of their energy
from Russia, and they are working to
even cut that amount down further.
Good for them. They are not afraid of
Russia. They would rather see the ben-
efits of a defensive alliance based on
common, shared democratic values.
That is what NATO is about. It is not
offensive; it is defensive. And that is
what Finland and Sweden both see.

We should be encouraged by Fin-
land’s increased military spending,
which they just increased to about 2
percent of their GDP. That is the
NATO target of 2 percent. I commend
Finland for that. They need to set an
example for other members of the alli-
ance.

They also just augmented their air
force, and they are among Europe’s
most effective and largest Armed
Forces per capita. They are able to mo-
bilize an army of 280,000 troops and
600,000 reservists. Sweden also in-
creased its military spending this year
for the biggest increase in 70 years.

This is all positive because it puts ac-
tions behind the words and sends the
message to Russia, to Vladimir Putin,
that freedom-loving countries are not
going to stand idly by while allies are
invaded or intimidated. All we want to
do is live in peace, but we are not going
to stand by while this aggression oc-
curs.

The Senate has a role to play here
because these two countries, Sweden
and Finland, will be coming before the
U.S. Senate to be confirmed as mem-
bers of NATO. We should do so as soon
as we possibly can.

In addition, the administration
should press other countries to approve
this very quickly. I heard today that
the Turks may have some concerns
about it based on other issues. I hope
no country stands in the way of this.
This will make NATO a more effective
fighting force. It would augment
NATO’s ability to be able to be an ef-
fective, again, peaceful, defensive alli-
ance.

In addition, the administration
should press the world to approve
NATO membership for Finland and
Sweden, a move that would strengthen
the security structure and posture for
free nations, free nations around the
globe.

I have talked about a variety of sanc-
tions in my remarks over these past 12
weeks, and I won’t go over all those
sanctions. There are trading sanctions.
They are eliminating Russia’s pre-
ferred tax status. There are banking
sanctions and, of course, energy.

Europe, unfortunately, is continuing
to buy Russian gas and oil. They say
they are going to stop buying Russian
coal by August. I hope that is true. But
they now send about $870 million a day
to Russia. Think about that, $870 mil-
lion a day to help fund the war ma-
chine. One reason Russia’s economy
hasn’t totally collapsed is because of
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that—because it is still getting a lot of
receipts for energy not just from China
and India, which we all know about and
we regret, but also from the EU coun-
tries that are way too dependent on
Russia.

We are not as dependent, so it is easy
for us to cut off their oil and gas sup-
plies, which we did, to our credit. But
we need to back up those European na-
tions now with some of our own. We
have plenty of gas in this country; as
an example, natural gas that can back
up what Russia is providing now, and
we have a loose agreement to do so. We
had to tighten that agreement and en-
sure we are not sending these mil-
lions—hundreds of millions of dollars
every day to Vladimir Putin to fund
his war machine, especially when Rus-
sia not only continues its onslaught on
Ukrainian defensive combatants but
also on noncombatants. We need to act.
What they are doing is committing war
crimes. We have all seen them. We all
know that.

I have called on the International
Criminal Court, which, by the way, has
announced an investigation to follow
in Ukraine’s footsteps and take the
next step to begin an actual war crimes
tribunal. We know enough now. We
continue to hear about this every day.
And every day we don’t act, the stories
get worse. I think this could be a deter-
rent if we moved forward more aggres-
sively.

Six million Ukrainians have been
forced out of their country. And ac-
cording to UNICEF, thousands of inno-
cent Ukrainians have been Kkilled, in-
cluding hundreds of children. Since
February 24, Russian troops have en-
gaged in rape and other forms of sexual
violence across Ukraine. These vic-
tims—Ukrainian women and girls—
have been cruelly targeted. We have a
moral obligation to step up here. The
whole world does.

I was glad to hear that a court in
Kyiv began hearings last Friday on a
case against Sergeant Vadim
Shishimarin, the first Russian soldier
to go on trial for alleged war crimes.
He is accused of shooting and Kkilling a
62-year-old civilian man in the north-
eastern Ukrainian region of Sumy in
late February, just a few yards from
his home. Apparently, this has all been
recorded.

But this is just a drop in the bucket.
Ukraine’s prosecutor has said her office
is currently investigating more than
10,000 alleged war crimes by Russian
forces involving more than 600 sus-
pects. It will take a vast amount of
time and resources to hold these crimi-
nals to account, and the United States
should help Ukraine in this regard.

I am glad that the supplemental
funding bill before the Senate right
now includes funding to do just that:
$400 million to investigate and docu-
ment war crimes and crimes against
humanity committed by Russian forces
in Ukraine. My hope is that holding
these Russians accountable will have
this strong deterrent effect.
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To Russian commanders and to
Kremlin officials who are backing this
brutal and unjustified war, the message
is very simple: The world is watching.
They are watching you. The world is
watching for war crimes, and they are
being recorded. You have a choice: Say
no to the orders to attack and kill your
innocent neighbors in UKkraine, your
neighbors who only want to live in
peace.

By the way, there is a special des-
ignation in U.S. law for countries that
provide support for international ter-
rorism. They are called state sponsors
of terrorism. In my view, Russia has
now earned that notorious designation.
We should vote on that here in the U.S.
Senate and further isolate Russia from
the community of nations.

The Republican leader, MITCH
MCCONNELL, along with three of our
other colleagues, went to Kyiv over the
weekend to meet with President
Zelenskyy. In that meeting, he reports
that the issue of Russia being des-
ignated as a state sponsor of terrorism
came up. And he agreed, as the Repub-
lican leader here in the U.S. Senate,
that we should move forward with that
legislation.

Speaker PELOSI has also been to Kyiv
for the delegation. I am glad they both
went, and I hope both of them will
agree on that designation, which is
something that President Zelenskyy
has asked for, and also, again, to en-
sure that we not only provide this aid
package as soon as possible this week
but we continue to provide whatever
help is necessary for our allies in
Ukraine.

I close tonight with a few thoughts
on our leadership not abroad, but here
at home, and not the leadership of the
U.S. Government, but instead the lead-
ership of the people of America because
it is not just the U.S. Government that
is supporting Ukraine in its hour of
need.

Since this terrible conflict began, ev-
eryday Americans across the country
have stepped up to provide much need-
ed assistance—humanitarian assist-
ance, economic aid.

The Ukrainian defenders, the refu-
gees, and the first responders are deep-
ly grateful. In March, in Ohio, Gov-
ernor Mike DeWine sent out a request
for surplus or expired personal protec-
tive gear to provide to Ukrainian terri-
torial defense forces that had asked for
them. I am proud to say that Ohio an-
swered that call.

Altogether, more than two dozen law
enforcement agencies across Ohio have
donated 2,000 pieces of personal protec-
tive gear, including 71 vest carriers, 45
helmets, and 1,880 pieces of body
armor. With the help of the Fund to
Aid Ukraine, a nonprofit located in
Parma, OH, this badly needed equip-
ment will soon make its way into the
hands of brave UKkrainian defenders
who are fighting for their lives as they
endure Russia’s brutal onslaught.

This organization has now given 24
pallets of supplies and over 7 tons of
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medical supplies to Ukraine as well. 1
am grateful to them and for all the law
enforcement agencies that sacrificed
their time and resources to organize
this effort to provide personal protec-
tive gear.

In addition, MedWish International
in Cleveland, which is a highly effec-
tive nonprofit I met with last month,
has partnered with United Ukrainian
Organizations of Ohio, headed by Marta
Liscynesky, to provide individual first
aid kits and other medical equipment
to Ukrainian first responders, defend-
ers, and civilians. And Cleveland-based
KOACORE has delivered 17,000 indi-
vidual first aid kits to the frontlines.
With this donation, Ukrainian first re-
sponders running into the rubble of
schools, apartment buildings, and
homes will be able to save more lives.

When I was on the Polish-Ukrainian
border in March, I saw Marta, who set
up United Ukrainian Organizations of
Ohio, and also another Ohio friend,
Andy Futey, who is president of the
Ukrainian World Congress; and I got to
see them in action delivering these hu-
manitarian supplies to refugees and
helping to organize the effort.

I saw how this affected refugees at
the border. They came up to us with
tears in their eyes, almost all women
and children—the men had been left be-
hind to fight—and they pleaded with us
to continue the help. They pleaded
with us to, as they said, ‘‘close the
skies,”” to stop these bombs—just con-
stant bombardment of their families.
They talked about how their homes
had been destroyed, how members of
their families had been Kkilled or
maimed, how the unspeakable crimes
being committed by these Russian sol-
diers were something that many of
these families had endured.

We didn’t have all the answers. We
haven’t closed the skies. But we did
say, ‘‘The American people are with
you,” and talked about some of these
incredibly generous Americans who
have stepped forward.

As the Russian forces intentionally
target these Ukrainian civilians to
spread fear and panic, this display of
generosity from the people of Ohio and
the people of every State represented
here in this body reassures these
Ukrainians that we have their back,
that America—not just our American
Government but America, the people of
America—care. I am proud of that. I
am proud of how people have given
their time and resources to help those
in need.

In Cincinnati, my hometown, we or-
ganized a fundraiser last week for what
is called World Central Kitchen and the
good work that they are doing all
throughout Ukraine and in the border
areas. This fundraiser went to support
World Central Kitchen’s work and the
Kharkiv sister city efforts. Cincinnati
and Kharkiv are sister cities. I was in-
volved in that group a few decades ago,
and I remember that, at the time, we
were so proud to be a sister city to
Kharkiv because it resembled Cin-
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cinnati in many ways—a beautiful city
with a river running through it, like
the Ohio River runs through Cin-
cinnati.

Today, Kharkiv has been nearly flat-
tened. It has been nearly totally de-
stroyed. But, as we talked about in this
map, look at what is happening. They
are pushing the Russians back from
Kharkiv. And they will rebuild, and it
will be beautiful again.

I saw the good work that World Cen-
tral Kitchen does when I was on the
Ukrainian-Polish border. Chef Jose An-
dres, here from Washington, DC, and
his brainchild, World Central Kitchen,
is doing amagzing work. I volunteered
with a few colleagues, serving food to
refugees at one of his 60 popup res-
taurants in the border regions. There
are dozens more in Ukraine itself.

There is much more to be done to
help Ukraine get through this, to help
them defend themselves, to help them
push back the Russians, to help them
deal with the humanitarian crisis, to
help them rebuild, to help them survive
this brutal Russian onslaught and re-
build their homeland, which they love
so much.

And we are inspired to do more, both
because this is in our national security
interest—Vladimir Putin’s victory is
our loss—and because we are inspired
by the resiliency and fortitude of the
Ukrainian Armed Forces and the
Ukrainian people. They have truly
shown the rest of the world what brav-
ery and patriotism is all about.

I yield the floor.

————

MORNING BUSINESS

REMEMBERING JULIANNE ‘“JULIE”
BECKETT

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I
want to honor the life and legacy of
Julianne ‘‘Julie’’ Beckett of Cedar Rap-
ids, IA. Julie was a mother and pas-
sionate advocate for children and
youth with special healthcare needs
and disabilities. I got to know Julie
very well over the years as the result
of her daughter, Katie Beckett, and
Julie’s passionate advocacy on Federal
policy work such as Katie Beckett
waivers, Family Opportunity Act,
Money Follows-the-Person, Family-to-
Family Health Information Centers,
Advancing Care for Exceptional Kids
Act, Accelerating Access to Kids Care
Act, and more.

Julie’s daughter, Katie, was born in
Cedar Rapids, IA, on March 9, 1978.
Five months after she was born, Katie
contracted viral encephalitis followed
by grand mal seizures. The encephalitis
caused damage to her central nervous
system and her respiratory system, and
she was attached to a ventilator. She
would be almost 2 years old before she
could breathe on her own. Under Med-
icaid law at the time, Katie could only
receive care through Medicaid if she re-
mained in the hospital, even though
she was able to receive care at home.
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Iowa Congressman Tom Tauke heard of
Katie’s situation and realized that it
made no sense to keep a child in the
hospital who could be at home with her
family. He worked to convince the
Reagan administration that the system
should be changed to allow States to
provide Medicaid to children receiving
care in their homes. Ultimately, Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan took up Katie’s
cause, intervening so that Katie could
receive treatment at home and still be
covered under Medicaid.

In the 1980s, Julie and Katie were
able to help change national policy
that became known as ‘‘Katie Beckett
waivers’ and, to date, more than a half
million disabled children have been
able to receive care in their homes
with their families rather than being
forced into hospitals and institutions.
Katie passed away on May 18, 2012.
Since then, Julie continued her advo-
cacy.

Sadly, last Friday, May 13, 2022, Julie
passed away. As the result of Julie’s
advocacy, children like Katie are able
to live a healthy, happy, and inde-
pendent life. Our Nation has lost a pas-
sionate advocate for children and
youth with special healthcare needs
and disabilities. For more than 40
years, Julie advocated and organized
the voices of families of children and
youth with special healthcare needs
and disabilities. Julie cofounded Fam-
ily Voices, a national family-led orga-
nization of families and friends of chil-
dren and youth with special healthcare
needs and disabilities. Julie was instru-
mental in passing the Family Oppor-
tunity Act, which established Family-
to-Family Health Information Centers
and created options for families with
children and youth with special
healthcare needs and disabilities to
buy into Medicaid while continuing to
work, among other important provi-
sions. Julie also worked at Child
Health Specialty Clinics in Iowa for 30
years and served as a consultant with
the American Academy of Pediatrics.
In 2021, she was honored with the Fam-
ily Voices Legacy Award in recognition
of her outstanding lifetime contribu-
tions to healthcare policy and services
that have improved the lives of chil-
dren with special healthcare needs and
disabilities and their families. Julie
positively impacted the lives of chil-
dren and youth with special healthcare
needs and disabilities and their fami-
lies.

While Julie would often say she was
“Katie Beckett’s mom,” we also knew
her as a passionate advocate and serv-
ant leader. Julie’s lifelong pursuit to
improve the lives of children and youth
with special healthcare needs and dis-
abilities made an impact for the better
for her community, State, and Nation.
Godspeed, my friend.
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