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Whereas LGBTQ individuals in the United
States face persecution, violence, and death
in many parts of the world, including State-
sponsored violence;

Whereas, in the several years preceding
2019, hundreds of LGBTQ individuals around
the world were arrested and, in some cases,
tortured or even executed because of their
actual or perceived sexual orientation or
gender identity in countries and territories
such as Chechnya, Egypt, Indonesia, and
Tanzania;

Whereas, in May 2019, Taiwan became the
first place in Asia to extend marriage rights
to same-sex couples;

Whereas, since June 2019, Ecuador, North-
ern Ireland, and Costa Rica have extended
marriage rights to same-sex couples, the
most recent country-wide extensions of
those rights in the world;

Whereas the LGBTQ community holds
Pride festivals and marches in some of the
most dangerous places in the world, despite
threats of violence and arrest;

Whereas, in 2009, President Barack Obama
signed the Matthew Shepard and James
Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act (divi-
sion E of Public Law 111-84; 123 Stat. 2835)
into law to protect all individuals in the
United States from crimes motivated by
their actual or perceived sexual orientation
or gender identity;

Whereas LGBTQ individuals in the United
States have fought for equal treatment, dig-
nity, and respect;

Whereas LGBTQ individuals in the United
States have achieved significant milestones,
ensuring that future generations of LGBTQ
individuals in the United States will enjoy a
more equal and just society;

Whereas, despite being marginalized
throughout the history of the United States,
LGBTQ individuals in the United States con-
tinue to celebrate their identities, love, and
contributions to the United States in various
expressions of Pride;

Whereas Pride is a celebration of visibility
in spite of marginalization, and the LGBTQ
community will continue to observe this sig-
nificant cultural practice even though phys-
ical Pride celebrations may be compromised
in June 2022 due to the health and safety
needs of all individuals involved;

Whereas, in June 2020, the Supreme Court
of the United States affirmed that existing
civil rights laws prohibit employment dis-
crimination on the basis of sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity, a landmark victory
for the LGBTQ community; and

Whereas LGBTQ individuals in the United
States remain determined to pursue full
equality, respect, and inclusion for all indi-
viduals regardless of sexual orientation or
gender identity: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the rights, freedoms, and equal
treatment of lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, and queer (referred to in this
resolution as “LGBTQ”) individuals in the
United States and around the world;

(2) acknowledges that LGBTQ rights are
human rights that are to be protected by the
laws of the United States and numerous
international treaties and conventions;

(3) supports efforts to ensure the equal
treatment of all individuals in the United
States, regardless of sexual orientation and
gender identity;

(4) supports efforts to ensure that the
United States remains a beacon of hope for
the equal treatment of individuals around
the world, including LGBTQ individuals; and

(5) encourages the celebration of June as
“LGBTQ Pride Month” in order to provide a
lasting opportunity for all individuals in the
United States—
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(A) to learn about the discrimination and
inequality that the LGBTQ community en-
dured and continues to endure; and

(B) to celebrate the contributions of the
LGBTQ community throughout the history
of the United States.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 653—RECOG-
NIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF
ASIAN/PACIFIC AMERICAN HER-
ITAGE MONTH AS AN IMPOR-
TANT TIME TO CELEBRATE THE
SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS OF
ASIAN AMERICANS, NATIVE HA-
WAIIANS, AND PACIFIC ISLAND-
ERS TO THE HISTORY OF THE
UNITED STATES

Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, Ms. BALDWIN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. BOOKER,
Mr. WICKER, Mr. BROWN, Ms. CANTWELL,
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. CASEY,
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms. DUCKWORTH,
Mr. DURBIN, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. MARKEY,
Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr.
PADILLA, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. SCHATZ, Mrs.
SHAHEEN, Ms. SMITH, Mr. WARNER, Ms.
WARREN, and Mr. WYDEN) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary:

S. RES. 6563

Whereas the people of the United States
join together each May to pay tribute to the
contributions of generations of Asian Ameri-
cans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Island-
ers who have enriched the history of the
United States;

Whereas the history of Asian Americans,
Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders in
the United States is inextricably tied to the
story of the United States;

Whereas the Asian-American, Native Ha-
waiian, and Pacific Islander community is an
inherently diverse population, composed of
more than 45 distinct ethnicities and more
than 100 language dialects;

Whereas, according to the Bureau of the
Census, the Asian-American population grew
faster than any other racial or ethnic group
over the last decade, surging nearly 55.5 per-
cent between 2010 and 2020, and during that
same time period, the Native Hawaiian and
Pacific Islander population grew by 30.8 per-
cent;

Whereas there are approximately 24,000,000
residents of the United States who identify
as Asian and approximately 1,600,000 resi-
dents of the United States who identify as
Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander,
making up nearly 7 percent of the total pop-
ulation of the United States;

Whereas the month of May was selected for
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month be-
cause the first Japanese immigrants arrived
in the United States on May 7, 1843, and the
first transcontinental railroad was com-
pleted on May 10, 1869, with substantial con-
tributions from Chinese immigrants;

Whereas section 102 of title 36, United
States Code, officially designates May as
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month and
requests the President to issue an annual
proclamation calling on the people of the
United States to observe the month with ap-
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activi-
ties;

Whereas 2022 marks several important
milestones for the Asian-American and Pa-
cific Islander community, including—

(1) the 140th anniversary of the enactment
of the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, which
barred the entry of Chinese immigrants to
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the United States for more than 50 years and
spurred a series of anti-immigrant policies
targeting immigration from the Asia-Pacific
region;

(2) the 40th anniversary of the murder of
Vincent Chin, a Chinese-American man who
was beaten to death in Michigan by 2 white
men angered by layoffs in the auto industry;

(3) the 30th anniversary of the enactment
of the Act entitled ‘“An Act to designate May
of each year as ‘Asian/Pacific American Her-
itage Month’”’, approved October 23, 1992 (36
U.S.C. 102); and

(4) the 15th anniversary of the establish-
ment of the Asian American and Native
American Pacific Islander-Serving Institu-
tions program, which was authorized under
the College Cost Reduction and Access Act
(Public Law 110-84; 121 Stat. 784);

Whereas Asian Americans, Native Hawai-
ians, and Pacific Islanders have made signifi-
cant contributions to the United States at
all levels of the Federal Government and in
the United States Armed Forces, including—

(1) Daniel K. Inouye, a Medal of Honor and
Presidential Medal of Freedom recipient
who, as President pro tempore of the Senate,
was the then-highest-ranking Asian-Amer-
ican government official in the history of the
United States;

(2) Dalip Singh Saund, the first Asian-
American Congressman;

(3) Patsy T. Mink, the first woman of color
and Asian-American woman to be elected to
Congress;

(4) Hiram L. Fong, the first Asian-Amer-
ican Senator;

(6) Daniel K. Akaka, the first Senator of
Native Hawaiian ancestry;

(6) Norman Y. Mineta, the first Asian-
American member of a Presidential cabinet;

(7) Elaine L. Chao, the first Asian-Amer-
ican woman member of a Presidential cabi-
net; and

(8) Kamala D. Harris, the first woman and
the first Asian American to hold the Office
of the Vice President;

Whereas the 117th Congress includes a
record 21 Members of Asian or Pacific Is-
lander descent;

Whereas, in 2022, the Congressional Asian
Pacific American Caucus, a bicameral cau-
cus of Members of Congress advocating on
behalf of Asian Americans, Native Hawai-
ians, and Pacific Islanders, is composed of 76
Members, and other caucuses working on
Asian-American, Native Hawaiian, and Pa-
cific Islander issues may be established;

Whereas, in 2022, Asian Americans, Native
Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders are serving
in State and Territorial legislatures across
the United States in record numbers, includ-
ing in—

(1) the States of Alaska, Arizona, Arkan-
sas, California, Connecticut, Florida, Geor-
gia, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas,
Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michi-
gan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, Nevada,
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico,
New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma,
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Texas,
Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, Wis-
consin, and Wyoming; and

(2) the Territories of American Samoa,
Guam, and the Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana Islands;

Whereas, in 2022, Asian Americans, Native
Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders honorably
serve throughout the Federal judiciary;

Whereas Asian Americans, Native Hawai-
ians, and Pacific Islanders represent more
than 6 percent of Federal employees, includ-
ing hundreds of staffers of Asian or Pacific
Islander descent who serve as staff in the
Senate and the House of Representatives;

Whereas, according to the Center for the
Study of Hate and Extremism, there was a
339 percent increase in anti-Asian hate
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crimes in 2021, and the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation recorded a 73 percent increase in
such crimes in 2020;

Whereas, since March 2020, there has been
a dramatic increase in reports of anti-Asian
hate crimes and incidents related to the
COVID-19 pandemic, including approxi-
mately 11,000 hate incidents, including shun-
ning, verbal and online harassment, physical
assault, and civil rights violations, that were
reported to Stop AAPI Hate from the start of
the pandemic through December 31, 2021, and
countless other incidents that have not been
reported;

Whereas, according to a survey conducted
during September and October of 2021 by
Stop AAPI Hate, 1 in 5 Asian Americans (21.2
percent) and Pacific Islanders (20.0 percent)
reported experiencing a hate incident in the
past year;

Whereas discrimination against Asian
Americans, especially in moments of crisis,
is not a new phenomenon, and violence
against Asian Americans has occurred
throughout United States history, includ-
ing—

(1) the enactment of Page Act of 1875,
which restricted entry of Chinese, Japanese,
and other Asian women to the United States
and effectively prohibited the immigration
of Chinese women, preventing the formation
of Chinese families in the United States and
limiting the number of native-born Chinese
citizens;

(2) the enactment of the Chinese Exclusion
Act of 1882, which was the first law to explic-
itly exclude an entire ethnic group from im-
migrating to the United States;

(3) the issuance of Executive Order 9066 in
1942, which authorized the forced relocation
and incarceration of approximately 120,000
individuals of Japanese ancestry during
World War II, the majority of whom were
United States citizens;

(4) the murder of Vincent Chin;

(5) the Cleveland Elementary School shoot-
ing on January 17, 1989, in which a gunman
used an AK-47 to kill 5 children, 4 of whom
were of Southeast Asian descent;

(6) the rise in discrimination and violence
against Muslim, Sikh, and South Asian
Americans following the September 11, 2001,
attacks on the World Trade Center and the
Pentagon;

(7) the mass shooting at a Sikh temple in
Oak Creek, Wisconsin, on August 5, 2012, in
which a white supremacist fatally shot 6 peo-
ple and wounded 4 others;

(8) the shooting of 9 people near Atlanta,
Georgia, on March 16, 2021, at 3 separate
Asian-owned businesses, in which 8 people
were killed, including 6 Asian women; and

(9) the shooting of 6 people in Laguna
Woods, California, on May 15, 2022, in which
members of the Irvine Taiwanese Pres-
byterian Church were targeted;

Whereas, in response to the uptick in anti-
Asian hate crimes throughout the COVID-19
pandemic, Congress passed the COVID-19
Hate Crimes Act (Public Law 117-13; 135 Stat.
265), which was signed into law by President
Joseph R. Biden on May 20, 2021;

Whereas the COVID-19 pandemic has deep-
ly impacted the Asian-American and Pacific
Islander community;

Whereas Asian Americans, Native Hawai-
ians, and Pacific Islanders have been dis-
proportionately impacted by the COVID-19
pandemic, and Native Hawaiians and Pacific
Islanders have faced among the highest in-
fection and mortality rates out of any racial
group in several States;

Whereas more than 2,000,000 Asian-Amer-
ican, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander
first responders, health care providers, and
frontline workers are among the unsung he-
roes in the Nation’s fight against COVID-19;

Whereas there remains much to be done to
ensure that Asian Americans, Native Hawai-
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ians, and Pacific Islanders have access to re-
sources and a voice in the Government of the
United States and continue to advance in the
political landscape of the United States; and

Whereas celebrating Asian/Pacific Amer-
ican Heritage Month provides the people of
the United States with an opportunity to
recognize the achievements, contributions,
and history of, and to understand the chal-
lenges faced by Asian Americans, Native Ha-
waiians, and Pacific Islanders: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the significance of Asian/Pa-
cific American Heritage Month as an impor-
tant time to celebrate the significant con-
tributions of Asian Americans, Native Ha-
waiians, and Pacific Islanders to the history
of the United States; and

(2) recognizes that Asian-American, Native
Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander communities
enhance the rich diversity of and strengthen
the United States.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 654—DESIG-

NATING JUNE 2022 AS “GREAT
OUTDOORS MONTH”
Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr.

PETERS, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. KING, Mr.
ROUNDS, Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. WYDEN,
Ms. ROSEN, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. PADILLA,
Mr. BOOKER, and Ms. KLOBUCHAR) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 654

Whereas hundreds of millions of individ-
uals in the United States participate in out-
door recreation annually;

Whereas Congress enacted the Outdoor
Recreation Jobs and Economic Impact Act of
2016 (Public Law 114-249; 130 Stat. 999) to as-
sess and analyze the outdoor recreation
economy of the United States and the effects
attributable to the outdoor recreation econ-
omy on the overall economy of the United
States;

Whereas the Outdoor Recreation Satellite
Account, updated in November 2021 by the
Bureau of Economic Analysis of the Depart-
ment of Commerce, shows that outdoor
recreation generated more than
$374,300,000,000 in economic output in 2020,
comprising approximately 1.8 percent of the
current-dollar gross domestic product;

Whereas the Outdoor Recreation Satellite
Account shows that, in 2020, the outdoor
recreation sector provided 4,300,000 jobs
across the United States;

Whereas the Great American Outdoors Act
(Public Law 116-152; 134 Stat. 682) provides
approximately $2,000,000,000 per year to help
eliminate the maintenance backlog on public
lands and waters and fully funds the Land
and Water Conservation Fund;

Whereas regular outdoor recreation is as-
sociated with economic growth, positive
health outcomes, and better quality of life;

Whereas outdoor recreation activities at
the Federal, State, and local levels have seen
a recent surge in participation;

Whereas many outdoor recreation busi-
nesses are small businesses that were heavily
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic;

Whereas outdoor recreation businesses are
cornerstones of rural communities and out-
door recreation is part of the national herit-
age of the United States;

Whereas it is imperative that the United
States ensure that access to outdoor recre-
ation is inclusive, equitable, and available to
all its people for generations to come; and

Whereas June 2022 is an appropriate month
to designate as ‘“‘Great Outdoors Month” to
provide an opportunity to celebrate the im-
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portance of the great outdoors: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates June 2022 as ‘‘Great Outdoors
Month”; and

(2) encourages all individuals in the United
States to responsibly participate in recre-
ation activities in the great outdoors during
June 2022 and year-round.

———————

SENATE RESOLUTION  655—SUP-
PORTING THE DESIGNATION OF
MAY 13, 2022 AS “NATIONAL SEN-
IOR FRAUD AWARENESS DAY”
TO RAISE AWARENESS ABOUT
THE INCREASING NUMBER OF
FRAUDULENT SCAMS TARGETED
AT SENIORS IN THE UNITED
STATES, TO ENCOURAGE THE IM-
PLEMENTATION OF POLICIES TO
PREVENT THOSE SCAMS FROM
HAPPENING, AND TO IMPROVE

PROTECTIONS FROM THOSE
SCAMS FOR SENIORS
Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Ms.

SINEMA, and Mr. ScoTT of Florida) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 655

Whereas millions of individuals age 65 or
older (referred to in this preamble as ‘‘sen-
iors”) in the United States are targeted by
scams each year, including vacation scams,
Social Security impersonation scams and In-
ternal Revenue Service impersonation
scams, other government agency imperson-
ation scams, veterans benefits scams, sweep-
stakes scams, romance scams, computer tech
support scams, grandparent scams, debt col-
lection scams, home improvement scams,
fraudulent investment schemes, pet scams,
and identity theft;

Whereas other types of fraud perpetrated
against seniors include Medicare imperson-
ation fraud, health care fraud, health insur-
ance fraud, counterfeit prescription drug
fraud, funeral and cemetery fraud, ‘‘anti-
aging’”’ product fraud, telemarketing fraud,
charity and disaster scams, internet fraud,
and cyberattacks;

Whereas the Government Accountability
Office has estimated that seniors lose a stag-
gering $2,900,000,000 each year to an ever-
growing array of financial exploitation
schemes and scams;

Whereas, since 2013, the Fraud Hotline of
the Special Committee on Aging of the Sen-
ate has received more than 10,000 complaints
reporting possible scams from individuals in
all 50 States, the District of Columbia, and
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico;

Whereas the ease with which criminals
contact seniors through the internet and
telephone increases as more creative
schemes emerge;

Whereas, according to the Consumer Sen-
tinel Network Data Book 2021 released by
the Federal Trade Commission, individuals
age 60 or older reported losing $1,034,000,000
to fraud in 2021, with a median loss for vic-
tims age 80 or older of $1,500, nearly 3 times
the median amount lost by those victims be-
tween the ages of 50 and 59;

Whereas senior fraud is underreported by
victims due to shame, stigma, and lack of in-
formation about where to report fraud; and

Whereas May 13, 2022 is an appropriate day
to establish as ‘‘National Senior Fraud
Awareness Day’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of May 13, 2022
as ‘‘National Senior Fraud Awareness Day’’;

(2) recognizes National Senior Fraud
Awareness Day as an opportunity to raise
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