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before Johnny Isakson as chairman de-
cided, no, we are going to have a per-
manent process where veterans are 
going to have those choices in the fu-
ture. And so here we have just passed 
legislation designed to designate the 
VA facility in Decatur, GA, the Sen-
ator Johnny Isakson Department of 
Veterans Affairs Atlanta Regional Of-
fice. 

I am certainly proud to join my col-
leagues today as we sought and re-
ceived unanimous consent for this leg-
islation to pass. I really can’t think of 
a more fitting way today, as we talk 
about veterans, to honor Johnny’s leg-
acy than to have his name associated 
with an issue he cared deeply about. 

Another issue he and I cared about 
and worked closely on was health re-
search and what was happening at the 
CDC. There will be a building—the 
ground is being broken right now, as I 
understand it, for a building—at the 
CDC headquarters in Atlanta that will 
also be named for Johnny Isakson. 

Those are two very fitting areas of 
focus for what he did for the people in 
Georgia, what he did for veterans in 
Georgia, what he did for healthcare in 
Georgia, and what he did for all of 
those things as it related to the entire 
U.S.A. I am glad to see this legislation 
pass. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

OSSOFF). The Senator from Georgia. 
Mr. WARNOCK. Mr. President, I 

come to the floor today to honor a 
friend, our late Senator from Georgia, 
my predecessor, Senator Johnny Isak-
son, as we work across the aisle, just as 
he did, to rename the Department of 
Veterans Affairs Atlanta Regional Of-
fice in his honor. 

I thank my brother and fellow Sen-
ator from Georgia for leading this ef-
fort. 

Without a doubt, Senator Isakson 
loved Georgia, and he cared deeply for 
our country. He was a patriot, a public 
servant, and I am proud to say that 
there are members of my staff who 
used to work for Johnny Isakson. They 
will tell you that he never hesitated to 
show up. 

In my other job as a pastor, I talk 
often about the ministry of presence. 
Sometimes, it is not about what you 
say, because there are some situations, 
quite frankly, for which there are no 
adequate words. When someone has 
lost a loved one, and you are standing 
there at graveside or standing in a hos-
pital at bedside with a patient, some-
times the issue is really showing up— 
the ministry of presence. 

Johnny Isakson had it. He knew how 
to show up. Whether it was paying a 
visit to an ill patient or seeing a dis-
abled veteran, he was there. Senator 
Isakson, the consummate public serv-
ant, dedicated his years of service to 
our beloved Georgia, to veterans, to 
our families, and to our children. 

He always made it a point to show up 
at Ebenezer Baptist Church. Every 
year in January, as we celebrate Geor-

gia’s greatest son, the Reverend Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Johnny Isak-
son, without fail, was always in the 
house. Now, to be sure, when the King 
holiday rolls around, politicians do 
tend to show up, but what was so im-
pressive about Johnny Isakson is that, 
not only did he show up for the service, 
he stayed for the whole service—a serv-
ice which, I will admit, is long, even by 
Baptist standards. He stayed there the 
whole time. 

He was unafraid to work across ideo-
logical and political differences in our 
State, in our country. I shall never for-
get his example of public service. 

We talked from time to time. In fact, 
it occurs to me that the first time I 
stood in this Chamber, I stood not as a 
Senator but as Chaplain of the day, and 
it was at Johnny Isakson’s invitation. I 
remember his graciousness on that day 
and on so many occasions. 

When he announced his retirement, 
he called me and said: Raphael, I am 
retiring, and I want to drop by Ebe-
nezer and say goodbye. 

When he came that Sunday, he asked 
the members of our church who are 
veterans to stand. As he looked across 
the audience and saw all the veterans 
who were in our church, he said: I want 
to leave a special offering for the vet-
erans ministry in this church. 

That was Johnny Isakson. 
So I am thrilled that today, with 

great appreciation and admiration for 
Senator Johnny Isakson, our bipar-
tisan legislation honors his life and his 
legacy by renaming the Department of 
Veterans Affairs Atlanta Regional Of-
fice in his honor, and I am thrilled that 
it has passed in the Senate in a bipar-
tisan way with unanimous support. 

Isn’t that fitting? Johnny Isakson is 
doing now in death what he did in life— 
bringing us together. And in this mo-
ment in which we are in a debate about 
what to do for our veterans, isn’t it ap-
propriate that his spirit summons us to 
common ground—and the higher 
ground—so that we can do all we can 
for those who have our back in dan-
gerous places all over the globe. 

Senator Isakson cared deeply for 
Georgia’s veterans and for veterans all 
across our country. He understood that 
there are some things bigger than poli-
tics. So we recognize his amazing serv-
ice, his incredible legacy of life and 
self-sacrifice by renaming the Atlanta 
Regional Office of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs in his honor. 

I am proud to sit in the seat where he 
sat, and it is my honor to help lead the 
passage of this bipartisan piece of leg-
islation that will help preserve the leg-
acy of our late and dear friend. 

Long live the spirit of Johnny Isak-
son. 

f 

HARRIET TUBMAN BICENTENNIAL 
COMMEMORATIVE COIN ACT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate having 
received H.R. 1842 the text of which is 
identical to S. 697, the bill is consid-

ered to have been read a third time and 
the question occurs on the passage of 
the bill. 

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill 
having been read the third time, the 
question is, Shall the bill pass? 

The bill (H.R. 1842) was passed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table. 

f 

GREATEST GENERATION 
COMMEMORATIVE COIN ACT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate having 
received H.R. 1057 the text of which is 
identical to S. 1569, the bill is consid-
ered read a third time and the ques-
tions occur on passage of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill 
having been read the third time, the 
question is, Shall the bill pass? 

The bill (H.R. 1057) was passed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table. 

The Senator from Arizona. 

f 

CALLING ON THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE TO DESIGNATE THE RUS-
SIAN FEDERATION AS A STATE 
SPONSOR OF TERRORISM 

Mr. KELLY. I ask unanimous consent 
the Senate proceed to the consider-
ation of Calendar No. 433, S. Res. 623. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. Res. 623) calling on the Secretary 
of State to designate the Russian Federation 
as a state sponsor of terrorism. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, with an amend-
ment to strike all after the resolving 
clause and insert the part printed in 
italic and an amendment to strike the 
preamble and insert the part printed in 
italic as follows: 

S. RES. 623 

Whereas, pursuant to section 1754(c) of the 
John S. McCain National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2019 (50 U.S.C. 4813(c)), sec-
tion 40 of the Arms Export Control Act (22 
U.S.C. 2779A), and section 620A of the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2371), the au-
thority to designate a country as a state sponsor 
of terrorism rests with the Secretary of State; 

Whereas Cuba, the Democratic People’s Re-
public of Korea, Iran, and Syria are designated 
as state sponsors of terrorism; 

Whereas, at the direction of President Vladi-
mir Putin, the Government of the Russian Fed-
eration has and continues to promote acts of 
international terrorism against political oppo-
nents and nation states; 

Whereas, under the orders of President Putin, 
the Government of the Russian Federation en-
gaged in a campaign of terror, utilizing brutal 
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force targeting civilians during the Second 
Chechen War; 

Whereas actions by the Government of the 
Russian Federation against civilian centers, 
such as Grozny, the capital of Chechnya, left 
countless innocent men, women, and children 
dead or wounded; 

Whereas, since 2014, the Government of the 
Russian Federation has supported so-called sep-
aratists engaging in acts of violence against 
Ukrainian civilians in the Donbas region; 

Whereas, since the entry of the Russian Fed-
eration into the Syrian Civil War in 2015, the 
Russian Federation has targeted innocent civil-
ians in Syria with attacks on civilian markets, 
medical facilities, and schools; 

Whereas the Government of the Russian Fed-
eration provides material support to Syria, a na-
tion currently designated as a state sponsor of 
terrorism, that has been used to target the Syr-
ian people; 

Whereas the Russian Federation spreads ter-
ror throughout the world through private mili-
tary networks of mercenaries, such as the Wag-
ner Group, in an effort to project power cheaply 
and deniably; 

Whereas the Wagner Group relies on the sup-
port of the Russian Federation and the Ministry 
of Defense to advance the foreign policy objec-
tives of the Russian Federation; 

Whereas the Department of the Treasury 
identifies the Wagner Group as ‘‘a designated 
Russian Ministry of Defense proxy force’’ and 
states that ‘‘Wagner’s activities in other coun-
tries, including Ukraine, Syria, Sudan, and 
Libya, have generated insecurity and incited vi-
olence against innocent civilians’’; 

Whereas it was reported in February 2022 that 
more than 400 Russian mercenaries from the 
Wagner Group were dispatched to Kyiv with or-
ders from the Kremlin to assassinate President 
Volodymyr Zelensky and members of the Gov-
ernment of Ukraine; 

Whereas, on March 14, 2022, Chairperson-in- 
Office of the Organization for Security and Co- 
operation in Europe Zbigniew Rau stated that 
actions of the Government of the Russian Fed-
eration in Ukraine against innocent civilians 
and civilian infrastructure is ‘‘state terrorism’’; 

Whereas, on March 17, 2022, President 
Volodymyr Zelensky called for the world to ac-
knowledge the Russian Federation as a terrorist 
state; 

Whereas the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine has 
appealed to Congress to encourage the Depart-
ment of State to recognize the Russian Federa-
tion as a state sponsor of terrorism noting that 
‘‘the Russian Federation has for years sup-
ported and financed terrorist regimes and ter-
rorist organizations, including being the main 
supplier of weapons to the Assad regime in 
Syria and supporting terrorists in the Middle 
East and Latin America, organizing acts of 
international terrorism, including the poisoning 
of the Skripal family in the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the down-
ing of a civilian Malaysian airliner and other 
acts of terrorism’’; 

Whereas, at the direction of President Putin, 
the Russian Federation has directed and au-
thorized the indiscriminate targeting of civilian 
centers within Chechnya, Georgia, Syria, and 
Ukraine, resulting in the deaths of countless in-
nocent men, women, and children; and 

Whereas armed forces of the Russian Federa-
tion have committed numerous summary execu-
tions against innocent civilians and have at-
tempted to cover their atrocities with mass 
graves across Ukraine: Now, therefore, be it 
SECTION 1. SENSE OF THE SENATE. 

The Senate— 
(1) views the actions of the Government of the 

Russian Federation, at the direction of Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, as sponsoring acts of ter-
rorism; and 

(2) calls on the Secretary of State to designate 
the Russian Federation as a state sponsor of ter-
rorism. 

SEC. 2. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 
Nothing in this resolution shall be construed 

as authorizing the use of military force or the 
introduction of United States forces into hos-
tilities. 

Mr. KELLY. I ask unanimous consent 
the committee-reported substitute 
amendment to the resolution be agreed 
to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee-reported amendment 
in the nature of a substitute was 
agreed to. 

Mr. KELLY. I know of no further de-
bate on the resolution, as amended. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there 
is no further debate, the question is on 
adoption of the resolution, as amended. 

The resolution (S. Res. 623), as 
amended, was agreed to. 

Mr. KELLY. I ask unanimous consent 
that the committee-reported amend-
ment to the preamble be agreed to, the 
preamble as amended be agreed to, and 
that the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee-reported amendment 
to the preamble was agreed to. 

The preamble, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

f 

AUTHORIZING TESTIMONY, DOCU-
MENTS, AND REPRESENTATION 
IN STATE OF OHIO V. HUSTON 

Mr. KELLY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the Senate proceed 
to the immediate consideration of S. 
Res. 725, which was submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 725) to authorize tes-
timony, documents, and representation in 
State of Ohio v. Huston. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, this 
resolution concerns a request for evi-
dence in a criminal action pending in 
Ohio State court. In this action, the 
defendant is charged with inducing 
panic and aggravated menacing at a 
Social Security office arising out of 
threatening statements he allegedly 
made in a telephone call with an em-
ployee in Senator Portman’s Colum-
bus, OH, office. 

Trial in this case is scheduled to 
commence on July 28, 2022, in Ohio 
State court. The prosecutor is seeking 
testimony at trial from Aidan Gavin, 
an employee in the Senator’s office 
who received the call at issue. Senator 
Portman would like to cooperate with 
this request by providing relevant Sen-
ate employee testimony and, if nec-
essary, documents. 

This resolution would authorize the 
production of relevant testimony and 
documents from Mr. Gavin, with rep-
resentation by the Senate legal coun-
sel. 

Mr. KELLY. I further ask that the 
resolution be agreed to, the preamble 
be agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 725) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

AUTHORIZING TESTIMONY AND 
REPRESENTATION IN UNITED 
STATES V. HERRERA 
Mr. KELLY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 726, which was sub-
mitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 726) to authorize tes-
timony and representation in United States 
v. Herrera. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, an-
other criminal trial arising out of the 
events of January 6, 2021, is scheduled 
to begin on August 15, 2022, in Federal 
district court in the District of Colum-
bia. The defendant in this case is 
charged with five counts: obstructing 
the counting by Congress of the elec-
toral ballots for President and Vice 
President; entering and remaining in a 
restricted area within the United 
States Capitol grounds; unlawful pa-
rading, demonstrating, and picketing; 
and two counts of engaging in dis-
orderly and disruptive conduct. 

The prosecution has requested trial 
testimony, if necessary, from Jeffrey 
Kent, Director of the Press Photog-
raphers’ Gallery, which operates under 
the authority of the Sergeant at Arms 
and Doorkeeper of the Senate, relating 
to the Gallery’s regulation of access to 
the Capitol by bona fide news photog-
raphers and heads of photographic 
news bureaus. 

The prosecution is also seeking trial 
testimony, if necessary, from Nate 
Russell and Diego Torres, custodians of 
records in the Senate Recording Stu-
dio, which also operates under the au-
thority of the Sergeant at Arms and 
Doorkeeper of the Senate, to authen-
ticate Senate Recording Studio video 
of that day. 

Senate Sergeant at Arms Gibson 
would like to cooperate with these re-
quests by providing relevant testimony 
in this proceeding from Messrs. Kent, 
Russell, and Torres, respectively. 

In keeping with the rules and prac-
tices of the Senate, this resolution 
would authorize the production of rel-
evant testimony from Messrs. Kent, 
Russell, and Torres, with representa-
tion by the Senate legal counsel. 
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