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(Mr. BROWN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3136, a bill to amend the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971 to pro-
hibit contributions and donations by
foreign nationals in connection with
State or local ballot initiatives or
referenda.
S. 3176
At the request of Mr. TILLIS, the
names of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO), the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN), the Senator from
Indiana (Mr. BRAUN) and the Senator
from Georgia (Mr. WARNOCK) were
added as cosponsors of S. 3176, a bill to
establish a cause of action for those
harmed by exposure to water at Camp
Lejeune, North Carolina, and for other
purposes.
S. 3213
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
the name of the Senator from Illinois
(Ms. DUCKWORTH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3213, a bill to amend part
B of the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act to provide full Federal
funding of such part.
S. 3229
At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Ms. LuMMIS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3229, a bill to amend the Agricul-
tural Marketing Act of 1946 to estab-
lish a cattle contract library, and for
other purposes.
S. 3447
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. BOOKER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3447, a bill to authorize
the National Service Animals Monu-
ment Corporation to establish a com-
memorative work in the District of Co-
lumbia and its environs, and for other
purposes.
S. 3472
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3472, a bill to conserve global bear
populations by prohibiting the impor-
tation, exportation, and interstate
trade of bear viscera and items, prod-
ucts, or substances containing, or la-
beled or advertised as containing, bear
viscera, and for other purposes.
S. 3494
At the request of Mr. OSSOFF, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3494, a bill to amend the Eth-
ics in Government Act of 1978 to re-
quire Members of Congress and their
spouses and dependents to place cer-
tain assets into blind trusts, and for
other purposes.
S. 3497
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOzMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3497, a bill to amend the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to establish a
grant program to award grants to pub-
lic institutions of higher education lo-
cated in a covered State, and for other
purposes.
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S. 3503
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3503, a bill to amend the Securities Ex-
change Act of 1934 to expand access to
capital for rural-area small businesses,
and for other purposes.
S. 3508
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the names of the Senator from New
Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ), the Senator
from California (Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the
Senator from California (Mr. PADILLA),
the Senator from New York (Mrs.
GILLIBRAND) and the Senator from Mas-
sachusetts (Mr. MARKEY) were added as
cosponsors of S. 3508, a bill to post-
humously award a congressional gold
medal to Constance Baker Motley.
S. 3513
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
ScoTT) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3513, a bill to impose additional sanc-
tions with respect to the Russian Fed-
eration if the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation infringes on the terri-
torial integrity of Ukraine, and for
other purposes.
S. 8527
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3527, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to authorize the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to trans-
fer the name of property of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs designated by
law to other property of the Depart-
ment.
S. 3532
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name
of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3532, a bill to require the imposition of
sanctions with respect to Ansarallah
and its officials, agents, or affiliates
for acts of international terrorism.
S. 3536
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the
names of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) and the Senator from
Arkansas (Mr. COTTON) were added as
cosponsors of S. 3536, a bill to prohibit
the Administrator of the Transpor-
tation Security Administration from
accepting warrants for the arrest of
aliens as valid proof of identification
at airport security checkpoints, and for
other purposes.
S. RES. 35
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 35, a resolution con-
demning the military coup that took
place on February 1, 2021, in Burma and
the Tatmadaw’s detention of civilian
leaders, calling for an immediate and
unconditional release of all those de-
tained, promoting accountability and
justice for those Kkilled by the
Tatmadaw, and calling for those elect-
ed to serve in parliament to resume
their duties without impediment, and
for other purposes.
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STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. TESTER (for himself, Mr.
MORAN, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. TILLIS,
Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. SULLIVAN,
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOZMAN,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. TUBERVILLE,
Ms. HIRONO, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr.
SANDERS, Mr. CRAMER, Ms.
SINEMA, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr.
BROWN, and Mrs. BLACKBURN):

S. 3541. A bill to improve health care
and services for veterans exposed to
toxic substances, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, today I
want to speak about a piece of bipar-
tisan legislation that Chairman
TESTER and I introduced with the
unanimous support of every member of
the Senate Committee on Veterans Af-
fairs, both Republicans and Democrats.

Consensus is often hard to find, as we
know, in this body, but caring for our
Nation’s veterans—our heroes—has a
way of bringing us together. I tell Kan-
sans back home that the Senate on vet-
erans affairs is one of the few places
left on which Republicans and Demo-
crats find common ground. I hope that
continues, and I hope that spreads.

Caring for our Nation’s veterans is an
honor that we all have, and when you
reach an agreement between some of
the most liberal members of our com-
mittee and the most conservative
members of our committee, you know
that you have a really good deal.

I first learned about the issue of
toxic exposure years ago, while attend-
ing an event for Vietnam veterans at
home in Kansas. After hearing about
their struggles with exposure to Agent
Orange, I introduced the Toxic Expo-
sure Research Act, which was signed
into law in 2016 and mandates research
on health conditions of children and
grandchildren of veterans who were ex-
posed to toxins during their military
service.

Our military veterans and their fami-
lies and their survivors know exposure
to toxic substances has become com-
monplace in modern warfare. Regret-
tably, the negative long-term health
effects are sometimes not identified
until long after the time of exposure,
leaving veterans to face serious med-
ical issues years after their service.

Toxic exposure during military serv-
ice has created significant healthcare
concerns for veterans, going back to
mustard gas exposure in World War I
and, most notably, the Vietnam gen-
eration’s exposure to Agent Orange.

Despite these clear examples of last-
ing impact of military toxic exposures,
struggles with health conditions asso-
ciated with burn pits continue to
plague the latest generation of vet-
erans who served in the Global War on
Terror.

I have spoken with veterans across
Kansas and held a townhall meeting in
my home State on the effects of toxic
exposure on our veterans’ health. My
office continues to receive casework



February 1, 2022

from veterans regarding the burden of
proof to gain access to healthcare. This
legislation—the one that our com-
mittee will consider tomorrow—lessens
that burden and creates a pathway for
thousands of Kansas veterans and
many more thousands of American vet-
erans to receive healthcare for ill-
nesses caused by toxic exposure.

For decades, toxic-exposed veterans
have faced overwhelming barriers to
getting VA healthcare and the services
that they deserve. Post-911 veterans
are the newest generation of American
heroes to suffer from toxic exposures
encountered in their military service.

These American heroes who put on
the uniform and volunteered to go into
harm’s way on our behalf deserve to
have their level of commitment
matched by those of us who serve here
in Congress. When our government
sends troops to war, we make a pledge
to care for them when they come home.
Veterans who are made sick from serv-
ice deserve medical care for those con-
ditions.

The Health Care for Burn Pit Vet-
erans Act is an important first step in
making certain our veterans receive
the care they need as a result of their
service.

I appreciate the entire Senate Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee for working
together to craft this consequential
legislation to care for our servicemem-
bers who put their lives and health on
the line for us. I also appreciate every
member of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs
Committee—Senators TILLIS, HASSAN,
SULLIVAN, MANCHIN, BOOZMAN, SAND-

ERS, CASSIDY, BROWN, BLACKBURN,
BLUMENTHAL, TUBERVILLE, HIRONO,
CRAMER, SINEMA, and ROUNDs—for

working together to better the lives of
those who have served. Additionally, I
am grateful for the support of many
VSOs—veterans service organizations—
that represent millions of veterans
across the Nation.

This legislation is part of a com-
prehensive and phased approach. This
first phase provides the VA with the
authority it needs to expand
healthcare for combat veterans. For
many who are sick and suffering, time
is running out, and our first priority is
to get these veterans their healthcare
now.

Our bill would also mandate training
for the VA healthcare providers and
benefit specialists to ensure a level of
competence across the Department to
make sure veterans receive exemplary
treatment and service.

Our legislation would direct the VA
to incorporate a clinical screening to
inquire about a veteran’s potential ex-
posures and symptoms commonly asso-
ciated with toxic exposure.

I talked to a veteran today who said
she has been to the VA twice for care
and treatment and has never been
asked about whether she encountered
any substance that could have been
damaging to her health during her
service. After speaking with these vet-
erans, I have come to understand that
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this basic and preventive act of screen-
ing is not part of enrollment or basic
care provided by the Department. That
must change.

Solutions to this complex problem
cannot be generated by Congress alone
and require a coordinated and system-
atic approach that involves partnering
with the VA. My view is that we make
a commitment to those who serve that
we will do our work. This is a signifi-
cant step in getting us to a point at
which we are living up to that commit-
ment and doing it in a way that is not
damaging to any other veteran.

I urge my colleagues to read our bill,
to grow their understanding of this
complex challenge, and to join our
committee, every single member of the
committee, in passing this bill to get
one step closer to providing care and
relief on one of the most pressing chal-
lenges facing veterans today.

By Mr. McCCONNELL (for himself,
Mr. PAUL, Mr. LEE, Ms. SINEMA,
Mr. BRAUN, and Mr. OSSOFF):

S. 3545. A Dbill to require the Director
of the Bureau of Prisons to be ap-
pointed by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 3545

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the
Prisons Accountability Act of 2022"°.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) The Director of the Bureau of Prisons
leads a law enforcement component of the
Department of Justice with a budget that ex-
ceeded $7,000,000,000 for fiscal year 2018.

(2) With the exception of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, the Bureau of Prisons
had the largest operating budget of any unit
within the Department of Justice for fiscal
yvear 2018.

(3) As of 2019, the Director of the Bureau of
Prisons oversaw 122 facilities and was re-
sponsible for the welfare of more than 176,000
Federal inmates.

(4) As of 2019, the Director of the Bureau of
Prisons supervised more than 36,000 employ-
ees, many of whom operate in hazardous en-
vironments that involve regular interaction
with violent offenders.

(5) Within the Department of Justice, in
addition to those officials who oversee liti-
gating components, the Director of the Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Ex-
plosives, the Director of the Community Re-
lations Service, the Director of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, the Director of the
Office on Violence Against Women, the Ad-
ministrator of the Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration, the Deputy Administrator of the
Drug Enforcement Administration, the Di-
rector of the United States Marshals Service,
94 United States Marshals, the Inspector
General of the Department of Justice, and
the Special Counsel for Immigration Related
Unfair Employment Practices, are all ap-
pointed by the President by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate.

“Federal
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(6) Despite the significant budget of the
Bureau of Prisons and the vast number of
people under the responsibility of the Direc-
tor of the Bureau of Prisons, the Director is
not appointed by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate.

SEC. 3. DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF PRISONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 4041 of title 18,
United States Code, is amended by striking
“‘appointed by and serving directly under the
Attorney General.” and inserting the fol-
lowing: ‘“who shall be appointed by the
President, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate. The Director shall serve
directly under the Attorney General.”.

(b) INCUMBENT.—Notwithstanding the
amendment made by subsection (a), the indi-
vidual serving as the Director of the Bureau
of Prisons on the date of enactment of this
Act may serve as the Director of the Bureau
of Prisons until the date that is 3 months
after the date of enactment of this Act.

(¢) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this Act shall be construed to limit the abil-
ity of the President to appoint the individual
serving as the Director of the Bureau of Pris-
ons on the date of enactment of this Act to
the position of Director of the Bureau of
Prisons in accordance with section 4041 of
title 18, United States Code, as amended by
subsection (a).

(d) TERM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 4041 of title 18,
United States Code, as amended by sub-
section (a), is amended by inserting after
‘“‘consent of the Senate.” the following: ‘“‘The
Director shall be appointed for a term of 10
years, except that an individual appointed to
the position of Director may continue to
serve in that position until another indi-
vidual is appointed to that position, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate.
An individual may not serve more than 1
term as Director.”.

(2) APPLICABILITY.—The amendment made
by paragraph (1) shall apply to appointments
made on or after the date of enactment of
this Act.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  500—SUP-
PORTING THE OBSERVATION OF
NATIONAL TRAFFICKING AND
MODERN SLAVERY PREVENTION
MONTH DURING THE PERIOD BE-
GINNING ON JANUARY 1, 2022,
AND ENDING ON FEBRUARY 1,
2022, TO RAISE AWARENESS OF,

AND OPPOSITION TO, HUMAN
TRAFFICKING AND MODERN
SLAVERY

Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Ms.
MURKOWSKI, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
RUBIO, Mr. BROWN, Ms. ERNST, Mr.

MARKEY, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. LEAHY, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr.
HAWLEY) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 500

Whereas the United States abolished the
transatlantic slave trade in 1808 and abol-
ished chattel slavery and prohibited involun-
tary servitude in 1865;

Whereas, because the people of the United
States remain committed to protecting indi-
vidual freedom, there is a national impera-
tive to eliminate human trafficking and
modern slavery, which is commonly consid-
ered to mean—
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