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(E) command, control, communications,
computers, intelligence, surveillance, and re-
connaissance;

(F') special operations forces development;
and

(G) coordination with and security en-
hancements for Poland, which is a neigh-
boring North Atlantic Treaty Organization
ally; and

(3) to improve the Baltic countries’ cyber
defenses and resilience to hybrid threats.

(c) STRATEGY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to
Congress a report setting forth the strategy
of the Department of Defense to achieve the
objectives described in subsection (b).

(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—The strategy required
by paragraph (1) shall include a consider-
ation of—

(A) security assistance programs for the
Baltic countries managed by the Department
of State;

(B) the ongoing security threats to the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization’s east-
ern flank posed by Russian aggression, in-
cluding as a result of the Russian Federa-
tion’s 2022 invasion of Ukraine with support
from Belarus; and

(C) rising tensions with, and presence in
the Baltic countries of, the People’s Republic
of China, including economic bullying of the
Baltic countries by the People’s Republic of
China.

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated for
the Department of Defense, $250,000,000 for
each of fiscal years 2023 through 2027 to carry
out the initiative authorized under sub-
section (a).

SA 5497. Mr. DURBIN (for himself
and Ms. DUCKWORTH) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4543, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2023 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle D of title I, add the
following:

SEC. 144. PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR
RETIREMENT OF C-40 ATIRCRAFT.

(a) PROHIBITION.—None of the funds author-
ized to be appropriated by this Act for fiscal
year 2023 for the Air Force may be obligated
to retire, prepare to retire, or place in stor-
age or on backup aircraft inventory status
any C-40 aircraft.

(b) EXCEPTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The prohibition under
subsection (a) shall not apply to an indi-
vidual C-40 aircraft that the Secretary of the
Air Force determines, on a case-by-case
basis, to be no longer mission capable be-
cause of a Class A mishap.

(2) CERTIFICATION REQUIRED.—If the Sec-
retary determines under paragraph (1) that
an aircraft is no longer mission capable, the
Secretary shall submit to the congressional
defense committees a certification that the
status of such aircraft is due to a Class A
mishap and not due to lack of maintenance
or repairs or other reasons.

———————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
have eight requests for committees to
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meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, September 7, 2022, at
10:30 a.m., to conduct a member and
staff listening session.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, September 7,
2022, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on
nominations.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC

WORKS

The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, September 7, 2022, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, September 7,
2022, at 10:10 a.m., to conduct a hearing
on a nomination.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 7, 2022, at 10 a.m., to conduct a
hearing on nominations.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, September 7, 2022, at 2:30 p.m., to
conduct a closed hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON CLEAN AIR, CLIMATE, AND

NUCLEAR SAFETY

The Subcommittee on Clean Air, Cli-
mate, and Nuclear Safety of the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works is authorized to meet during the
session of the Senate on Wednesday,
September 7, 2022, at 2:30 p.m., to con-
duct a hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

The Subcommittee on Intellectual
Property of the Committee on the Ju-
diciary is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, September 7, 2022, at 2:30 p.m., to
conduct a hearing.

—————

TOXIC EXPOSURE AWARENESS
DAY

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged
from further consideration and the
Senate proceed to S. Res. 737.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.
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The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 737) designating Au-
gust 10, 2022, as ‘‘Toxic Exposure Awareness
Day”’.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of August 2, 2022,
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.’’)

737) was

———

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY,
SEPTEMBER 8, 2022

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m. on Thursday, Sep-
tember 8, and that following the prayer
and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; that upon the conclu-
sion of morning business, the Senate
proceed to executive session to resume
consideration of the Mathis nomina-
tion, postcloture; and that all
postcloture time on the nomination be
considered expired at 11:30 a.m.; fur-
ther, that following the vote on the
Mathis nomination, the Senate resume
consideration of the Mendoza nomina-
tion; that the cloture motions filed
during yesterday’s session ripen at 1:45
p.m., and that at 1:45 p.m. the Senate
vote on the motion to invoke cloture
on the Mendoza nomination; finally,
that if any nominations are confirmed
during Thursday’s session, the motions
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table and the President
be notified immediately of the Senate’s
action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. BROWN. Finally, Madam Presi-
dent, if there is no further business to
come before the Senate, I ask unani-
mous consent that it stand adjourned
under the previous order, following the
remarks of my colleague, Senator
GRASSLEY.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

———————

FBI

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President,
last week, while I was meeting with
constituents in Iowa, news broke here
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in Washington, DC, about Assistant
Special Agent in Charge Tim
Thibault’s retirement.

Since May 31 of this year, I have
highlighted Tim Thibault’s partisan
bias and how it infected major FBI in-
vestigations. That included a July 18
letter of this year that highlighted his
role in opening a criminal investiga-
tion into Trump’s campaign and advis-
ers. That investigation is the electoral
investigation that has been in the
news.

For example, on July 26 of this year,
the Washington Post reported on that
very same Trump investigation. Now,
however, the Post failed to note that
Thibault was the prime mover in open-
ing it.

Now get this: The Post failed to note
that Tim Thibault predicated the in-
vestigation, in a substantial part, on
liberal news articles, as well as infor-
mation derived from a liberal non-
profit. Attorney General Garland and
Director Wray approved a full inves-
tigation anyway, which, as we all
know, was contrary to standard proce-
dure for moving ahead on an investiga-
tion.

That Washington Post article oc-
curred 1 day after I made the Trump
investigation letter public and 1 day
after I made the July 25 Hunter Biden
investigation letter public.

Since Tim Thibault’s exit from the
FBI, I have noticed more news articles
and reporting that haven’t been accu-
rate with respect to the allegations
that I have made public. Let me take
this opportunity, then, to correct the
record with respect to that inaccurate
reporting.

Some reports have noted that the
Hunter Biden criminal probe is ongo-
ing; therefore, how can the allegations
of Thibault shutting down investiga-
tion activity relating to Hunter Biden
be credible?

Well, this is the difference: The whis-
tleblower disclosures to me relate to
investigative activity and avenues of
information that originated entirely
separate from the ongoing Hunter
Biden criminal probe. That is why the
allegations that I made—that I brought
forward—are so very, very important,
because we are dealing with a separate
category of potentially criminal infor-
mation relating to Hunter Biden that
the FBI has within its possession and
the information received by the FBI
was either verified or verifiable. Even
s0, based on allegations, the investiga-
tive activity was shut down by Special
Agent Thibault and, of course, by oth-
ers based on the false assertion that it
was disinformation.

How many times do we have this
“disinformation’ coming up as an ex-
cuse all the time with GRASSLEY’s in-
vestigations?

Now, to be precise, FBI officials want
to take action with respect to this sep-
arate investigative information that
the FBI had in its possession related to
Hunter Biden. However, Thibault
blocked the FBI from doing what would
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normally be done. Accordingly, the in-
vestigative activity and the informa-
tion cannot be advanced as it should
have been, which means the FBI could
have gathered more evidence with re-
spect to Hunter Biden but cut bait in-
stead. And the FBI and Thibault cut
bait right before the 2020 Presidential
election.

Since the information and activity
was shut down, it wouldn’t have been
initially shared with any ongoing
criminal probe. That calls into ques-
tion, then, what U.S. Attorney Weiss is
actually investigating. It also calls
into question what the FBI’s Baltimore
field office is reviewing and whether it
is the full scope of evidence.

Now, I have asked Director Wray
about that whole issue. I asked him:

How can verified and verifiable informa-
tion relating to the Hunter Biden’s potential
criminality be shared with U.S. Attorney
Weiss if it is shut down?

We have no answer from Director
Wray.

At the Judiciary Committee’s August
4 oversight hearing, Director Wray said
that it is his expectation that such in-
formation would be shared with rel-
evant offices.

So, Director Wray, I have this ques-
tion: What have you done to ensure
that your expectation has been met?

Because of Director Wray’s failure to
answer, Congress is unaware of wheth-
er or not the FBI has finally shared full
and complete information and inves-
tigative activity with any ongoing
criminal probe.

Therefore, without additional trans-
parency from the government, there is
a very real chance the Hunter Biden
criminal probe doesn’t include the full
evidentiary picture.

Now, how can the American people
trust the results? Some have also ques-
tioned how an assistant special agent
in charge like Thibault can have so
much power—power to open and close
investigative activities.

Well, that is exactly what he did.
And that power is often abused within
the FBI. For example, on March 28 of
this year, Chairman DURBIN and I
wrote a letter to the FBI about an
audit. That audit showed widespread
violations of internal policies designed
to ensure proper handling of the FBI’s
most sensitive investigations.

To read from my letter with Chair-
man DURBIN:

The FBI reviewed 353 Sensitive Investiga-
tive Matters—just under half of all such
matters that were pending during this 18-
month review period—and identified 747 vio-
lations.

In 45 investigations, the FBI didn’t
conduct or document a legal review
prior to opening it. In 40 investiga-
tions, the FBI officials who opened a
sensitive investigative matter didn’t
obtain approval from the relevant spe-
cial agent in charge or even the assist-
ant special agent in charge.

Now, with those statistics, I fear that
is just the tip of the iceberg.

In conclusion, let’s look at Thibault’s
recent statement and the allegations
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he didn’t address. I think we have five
or six.

First, he didn’t address his role in
opening a Trump investigation based
on liberal news articles and informa-
tion derived from a liberal nonprofit.
Secondly, he didn’t address his collabo-
ration with Richard Pilger with respect
to that investigation. Third, he didn’t
address efforts to water down the
Trump investigation memo sent to At-
torney General Garland and Director
Wray which they ultimately approved.
Fourth, he didn’t address the shutting
down of the investigative activity and
avenues of information relating to
Hunter Biden. Fifth, he didn’t address
the alleged criminality within the in-
formation provided to the FBI about
Hunter Biden. Sixth, he didn’t address
the August 2020 assessment opened by
Brian Auten that was used to falsely
label Hunter Biden’s information as
“disinformation.” Seventh, he didn’t
address his actions to try and improp-
erly mark investigative closings so
that they couldn’t be opened in the fu-
ture. Lastly, Thibault said that he
“‘welcomes any investigation’ into al-
legations against him.

Well, Mr. Thibault, come on in. Sit
for a transcribed interview with me
and my colleagues.

I yield the floor.

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
adjourned until 10 a.m. tomorrow.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 5:57 p.m.,
adjourned until Thursday, September
8, 2022, at 10 a.m.

———

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:

IN THE AIR FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED AIR NATIONAL GUARD OF THE
UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE
GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE AIR FORCE
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12212:

To be colonel

ERIC L. ANDERSON

THE FOLLOWING NAMED AIR NATIONAL GUARD OF THE
UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE
GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE AIR FORCE
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12212:

To be colonel
DAVID R. SIEMION
IN THE ARMY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE
ARMY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be colonel

FORREST S. THOMPSON, JR.

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be major

ERIC N. JONES

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE
ARMY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be colonel

LEE E. PALMER

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE
ARMY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-07T19:41:22-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




