7

February 1, 2022

Pursuant to Rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, February 1, 2022, at 3 p.m., to
conduct a hearing

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 1, 2022, at 10 a.m., to conduct a
hearing.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, February 1, 2022, at
10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Tuesday, February 1,
2022, at 10:15 a.m., to conduct a hearing
on nominations.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, February 1,
2022, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on
nominations.

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

The Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, February 1, 2022, at 2:30
p.m., to conduct a hearing.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
February 1, 2022, at 2:30 p.m., to con-
duct a closed briefing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION,

PRODUCT SAFETY, AND DATA SECURITY

The Subcommittee on Consumer Pro-
tection, Product Safety, and Data Se-
curity of the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, February 1, 2022, at
2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing.

APPOINTMENTS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair announces, on behalf of the Ma-
jority Leader, pursuant to the provi-
sions of Public Law 116-260, the ap-
pointment of the following individual
to serve as a member of the People-to-
People Partnership for Peace Fund Ad-
visory Board: The Honorable Angela
Warnick of New York.

The Chair announces, on behalf of
the Majority Leader, pursuant to the
provisions of Public Law 106-567, the
appointment of the following indi-
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vidual to serve as a member of the Pub-
lic Interest Declassification Board:
Alissa M. Starzak of the District of Co-
lumbia.

The Chair, pursuant to Public Law
117-81, on behalf of the Chairman of the
Armed Services Committee, appoints
the following individual to serve as a
member of the Commission on Plan-

ning, Programming, Budgeting, and
Execution Reform: Robert F. Hale of
Virginia.

The Chair, pursuant to Public Law
117-81, on behalf of the Majority Lead-
er, appoints the following individual to
serve as a member of the Commission
on Planning, Programming, Budgeting,
and Execution Reform: Arun A.
Seraphin of New York.

The Chair, pursuant to Public Law
117-81, on behalf of the Ranking Mem-
ber of the Armed Services Committee
appoints the following individual to
serve as a member of the Commission
on Planning, Programming, Budgeting,
and Execution Reform: Ellen M. Lord
of North Carolina.

———

CONDEMNING THE MILITARY COUP
THAT TOOK PLACE ON FEB-
RUARY 1, 2021, IN BURMA

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent the Senate pro-
ceed to the immediate consideration of
Calendar No. 26 S. Res. 35.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 35) condemning the
military coup that took place on February 1,
2021, in Burma and the Burmese military’s
detention of civilian leaders, calling for an
immediate and unconditional release of all
those detained and for those elected to serve
in parliament to resume their duties without
impediment, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution,
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, with an
amendment to strike all after the re-
solving clause and insert the part
printed in italic, and with an amend-
ment to strike the preamble and insert
the part printed in italic, as follows:

S. RES. 35

Whereas Burma’s November 8, 2020, elections
resulted in the National League for Democracy
party securing enough seats in Parliament to
form the next government, notwithstanding the
disenfranchisement of more than 1,500,000 vot-
ers, mostly from ethnic minority communities in
Kachin, Karen, Mon, Rakhine, Shan, and Chin
states;

Whereas, on January 28, 2021, the Union Elec-
tion Commission rejected allegations by the mili-
tary of Burma (the ‘“‘Tatmadaw’) that fraud
played a significant role in determining the out-
come of the November 2020 elections;

Whereas, on February 1, 2021, the Tatmadaw
and its aligned Union Solidarity and Develop-
ment Party (‘“USDP’’) conducted a military
coup against the civilian government hours be-
fore Parliament was to convene in a new ses-
sion, resulting in the military junta illegally de-
taining State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi,
President Win Myint, and members of Par-
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liament, as well as pro-democracy activists from
the 88 Generation and other civil society lead-
ers;

Whereas the Tatmadaw restricted freedom of
movement, telecommunications, and the media,
limiting access to information to and from
Burma during a political and public health cri-
sis;

Whereas senior generals of the Tatmadaw
have been sanctioned by the United States Gov-
ernment for serious human rights abuses and for
their role in the coup and are subject to ongoing
investigations into their conduct by the Inter-
national Criminal Court and the International
Court of Justice;

Whereas, since August 25, 2017, 740,000
Rohingya have fled northern Rakhine State to
neighboring Bangladesh to escape a systematic
campaign of atrocities by Burma’s military and
security forces, and over three years later, con-
ditions are still not conducive to the safe, vol-
untary, and dignified return of the Rohingya to
Burma;

Whereas, according to the Department of
State’s August 24, 2018, report entitled ‘‘Docu-
mentation of Atrocities in Northern Rakhine
State’’, violence committed by the Burmese mili-
tary (Tatmadaw) against the Rohingya, includ-
ing from August to October 2017, was not only
‘“‘extreme, large-scale, widespread, and seem-
ingly geared toward both terrorizing the popu-
lation and driving out the Rohingya residents,”’
but also “well-planned and coordinated’’;

Whereas, on August 28, 2018, the United
States Ambassador to the United Nations told
the United Nations Security Council that the
Department of State report’s findings were
“‘consistent with’’ those in an August 27, 2018,
report by the Independent International Fact-
Finding Mission on Myanmar (IIFFMM) which
urged that top Burmese military officials be in-
vestigated and prosecuted for genocide; and

Whereas Secretary of State Antony Blinken
committed at his nomination hearing before the
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate
on January 19, 2021, and in subsequent written
responses to questions for the record, that he
will oversee an interagency review of whether
the atrocities committed against the Rohingya
in Burma constitute genocide: Now therefore be
it
That the Senate—

(1) supports the people of Burma in their am-
bition for a genuine democracy, sustainable
peace and genuine ethnic reconciliation, and
the realization of fundamental human rights for
all, including for ethnic minorities whose
human rights have been violated repeatedly and
who have been disenfranchised historically;

(2) calls on the military junta to—

(4) immediately and unconditionally release
all those detained as a result of the military
coup on February 1, 2021;

(B) immediately restore all forms of commu-
nications, including access to the internet with-
out surveillance;

(C) remove all impediments to free travel that
have been imposed as a result of the coup;

(D) return to power all members of the civilian
government elected in the November 8, 2020,
elections and allow them to fulfill their mandate
without impediment;

(E) allow for freedom of expression, including
the right to protest, peaceful assembly, press
freedom, and freedom of movement; and

(F) allow unfettered reporting from local, na-
tional, and international media;

(3) calls on social media companies to suspend
the accounts of USDP and Tatmadaw military
leaders that have used their platforms to spread
disinformation, fear, and psychological violence;

(4) supports the use of all diplomatic and de-
velopment tools to ensure that ovulnerable
groups, including ethnic and religious minori-
ties, as well as all children, youth, and teachers
in educational settings are safe, and schools
and universities are not targeted for attacks or
use by the military;
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(5) expresses grave concern for the safety and
security of hundreds of thousands of Rohingya
refugees who previously fled the Tatmadaw,
and now face challenging conditions in camps
like Cox’s Bazar and Bhasan Char in Ban-
gladesh or risk being turned away or moved into
holding centers in other neighboring countries;

(6) calls on the President, the Secretary of
State, and the Secretary of Defense to fully im-
plement section 7008 of the Department of State,
Foreign Operations, and Related Programs Ap-
propriations Act, 2021 (division K of Public Law
116-260) and any similar or successor law gov-
erning United States foreign assistance fol-
lowing a coup d’etat, and to immediately—

(A) impose targeted restrictions aimed at the
Tatmadaw, military-owned or controlled enter-
prises, and those responsible for the February 1,
2021, coup;

(B) work with the international community,
including at the United Nations Security Coun-
cil, with United States allies in the region, and
with the Association of Southeast Asian Na-
tions, to condemn the coup and take steps to en-
sure that international economic engagement in
Burma does mnot contribute to human rights
abuses and enrich individuals connected to the
coup;

(C) support conditionality on diplomatic, eco-
nomic, and security relations with Burma, in-
cluding using the voice and vote of the United
States at multilateral development institutions,
until all those detained in the February 1, 2021,
coup are released and there has been a full res-
toration of civilian-controlled parliament re-
specting the November 8, 2020, election results;
and

(D) utilize the United States Government’s po-
sition on the United Nations Security Council to
bring about greater international cooperation in
the pursuit of justice and accountability in
Burma; and

(7) urges the Secretary of State to swiftly con-
duct an Interagency Process and issue a deter-
mination as to whether the crimes committed by
the Burmese military against the Rohingya be-
ginning in August 2017 constitute crimes against
humanity or genocide.

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I
rise today to speak about the terrible
tragedy that befell the people of Burma
1 year ago today, when the Tatmadaw,
the Burmese military, reclaimed total
power in the coup d’etat of February 1,
2021. Since then, the military has
waged a brutal campaign against its
own people, a people that has nonethe-
less stood up to challenge the crack-
down through civil disobedience,
strikes, and protests. And when that
failed to move the junta, the people of
Burma have been forced to resort to
military action against their oppres-
sors.

Burma is a complex, polyglot society
made up of many ethnic groups and re-
ligious tradition. Yet the one thing
that seems to have united a wide cross-
section of the Burmese people has been
this violent rupture of what for more
than decade had been a fitful trend to-
ward increasing democratization.
Today, the opposition to the military
has galvanized the people to such an
extent that organized resistance has
turned to increasingly well-organized
paramilitary action against the mili-
tary and its institutions of repression.

As authoritarianism grows around
the world, we must work with like-
minded nations to fight corruption,
protect human rights, increase trans-
parency, and work with civil society to
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defend democracy and the freedom of
marginalized people around the world.

Throughout its independence, Bur-
ma’s history has suffered decades of re-
pressive military rule and civil war
with ethnic minority groups, and what
we are seeing today in Burma is no dif-
ferent.

The February 1 military coup and the
capture of elected government officials
in Burma was a clear attack on the
democratic process of free and fair
elections and the will of the Burmese
people. This affront poses a direct
threat to the ongoing stability of the
country, its economy, and the health
and welfare of its citizens. On the very
same day the newly elected Parliament
was set to assume office, the Burmese
military, the Tatmadaw, staged a coup
rather than see their grip on power and
corrupt gains threatened by the will of
the Burmese people.

Since the coup took place, Burma’s
human rights situation has deterio-
rated exponentially. The military has
detained over 11,000 people for exer-
cising their right to freedom of speech
and assembly and Kkilled more than
1,400 civilians, including children.
Fighting between Myanmar’s military
and several ethnic armed groups con-
tinued, with government forces com-
mitting increased abuses against eth-
nic Kachin, Karen, Kayah, Chin,
Rakhine, Rohingya, and Shan minority
populations. Military and police abuses
were amplified with arbitrary arrests,
detention, torture, and killings in cus-
tody. These actions by the military
have driven hundreds of thousands
from their homes and thousands more
to flee across Burma’s borders into
Thailand, India, and Bangladesh.

We have also seen the Tatmadaw put
the democratically elected civilian
leadership of Burma, including Presi-
dent Win Myint and State Counsellor
Aung San Suu Kyi, through sham trials
for fabricated crimes and sentenced
them to lengthy prison terms in order
to remove them from political com-
petition.

On February 4, just 3 days after the
coup, I introduced this resolution with
Senator YOUNG condemning the mili-
tary’s February 1 military coup. The
resolution has been revised through
amendments offered by colleagues and
updated to reflect recent events. It re-
tains the same essential message, call-
ing for the immediate and uncondi-
tional release of all those detained and
for elected officials to be allowed to re-
sume their duties without impediment.

I was heartened to see President
Biden take action through a series of
executive orders since last February. I
am especially pleased to see that the
Biden administration has issued sanc-
tions in coordination with our allies.
This is not something the U.S. should
be acting on unilaterally.

It is imperative that we move for-
ward with a floor vote on this resolu-
tion, and I am hopeful that we can do
the same in the coming days on the bill
I introduced in October, the BURMA
Act.
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This important legislation authorizes
the President to impose sanctions on
individuals and entities who helped
stage the February 1 coup d’etat in
Burma and are responsible for the sub-
sequent repression of fundamental free-
doms, perpetuation of human rights
abuses, use of indiscriminate violence
towards civilians, and other gross
atrocities.

Additionally, the bill authorizes in-
creased humanitarian assistance for
Rohingya refugees and provides sup-
port for civil society and independent
media; prohibits the import of
gemstones from Burma into the U.S.;
calls for the United States to pressure
the United Nations to take more deci-
sive action with regards to Burma; and
requests a genocide determination re-
garding the persecution of the
Rohingya.

It is important for the international
community to continue to pressure the
military junta to restore democracy
for the people of Burma. The behavior
of the Tatmadaw has not and will not
change without concrete and robust ac-
tions from the international commu-
nity to bring justice, accountability,
and restore democracy.

I remain committed to continuing to
work with the Biden administration
and my colleagues in Congress to en-
sure that the U.S. and international re-
sponse to the military coup is coordi-
nated and targeted to have a strong
impact on those responsible, while also
encouraging a peaceful transition of
power back to the civilian government.
I continue to stand in solidarity with
the people of Burma and condemn the
ongoing violence against them.

Mr. MENENDEZ. I further ask that
the committee-reported amendment to
the resolution be withdrawn, and the
amendment to the resolution which is
at the desk be considered and agreed

to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment,
in the nature of a substitute, was with-
drawn.

The amendment (No. 4918), in the na-
ture of a substitute, was agreed to as
follows:

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)

Strike all after the resolving clause and in-
sert the following: ‘“That the Senate—

(1) supports the people of Burma in their
ambition for democracy, sustainable peace,
and genuine ethnic and religious reconcili-
ation, and the realization of internationally
recognized human rights for all, including
for ethnic and religious groups whose human
rights have been violated repeatedly and who
have been disenfranchised historically;

(2) calls on the Tatmadaw to—

(A) immediately and unconditionally re-
lease all political prisoners detained as a re-
sult of the military coup on February 1, 2021;

(B) immediately restore all forms of com-
munications, including access to the inter-
net without surveillance;

(C) immediately end the use of violence
and allow for a legal process for account-
ability and justice for those unlawfully de-
tained, injured, and killed by the Tatmadaw;

(D) remove all impediments to free travel
that have been imposed as a result of the
coup;
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(E) return to power all members of the ci-
vilian government elected in the November
8, 2020, elections and allow them to fulfill
their mandate without impediment;

(F) allow for freedom of expression, includ-
ing the right to protest, peaceful assembly,
press freedom, and freedom of movement;
and

(G) allow unfettered reporting from local,
national, and international media;

(3) calls on social media companies to sus-
pend the accounts of the Union Solidarity
and Development Party and the Tatmadaw
that have used their platforms to spread
disinformation, fear, and psychological vio-
lence;

(4) supports the use of all diplomatic, eco-
nomic, and development tools to ensure that
vulnerable groups, including ethnic and reli-
gious groups, as well as all children, youth,
and teachers in educational settings are safe,
and schools and universities are not targeted
for attacks or use by the Tatmadaw;

(5) expresses grave concern for the safety
and security of hundreds of thousands of in-
ternally displaced persons (referred to in this
resolution as “IDPs’’) and refugees who have
been displaced by the Tatmadaw and now
face challenging conditions in camps;

(6) expresses grave concern for the 3,000,000
people of Burma who are in need of humani-
tarian aid, including the 223,000 IDPs in
Burma, of which 165,000 remain in the south-
east, adding to those already displaced in
Rakhine, Chin, Shan and Kachin states;

(7) encourages Burma’s neighboring coun-
tries, including Thailand, India, and Ban-
gladesh, to meaningfully assist refugees who
have fled and continue to flee the Tatmadaw;

(8) calls on the President, the Secretary of
State, and the Secretary of Defense to fully
implement section 7008 of the Department of
State, Foreign Operations, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 2021 (division K of
Public Law 116-260) and any similar or suc-
cessor law governing United States foreign
assistance following a coup d’etat, and to im-
mediately—

(A) impose targeted restrictions aimed at
the Tatmadaw, military-owned or controlled
enterprises, and those responsible for the
February 1, 2021, coup;

(B) work with the international commu-
nity, including at the United Nations Secu-
rity Council, with United States allies in the
region, and with the Association of South-
east Asian Nations, to condemn the coup,
delegitimize the junta, and take steps to en-
sure that international economic engage-
ment in Burma does not contribute to
human rights abuses and benefit individuals
connected to the coup;

(C) support conditionality on diplomatic,
economic, and security relations with
Burma, including using the voice and vote of
the United States at multilateral develop-
ment institutions, until all those detained in
the February 1, 2021, coup are released and
there has been a full restoration of civilian-
controlled parliament respecting the Novem-
ber 8, 2020, election results;

(D) utilize the United States Government’s
position on the United Nations Security
Council to bring about greater international
cooperation in the pursuit of justice and ac-
countability in Burma;

(E) legitimize and provide assistance to the
National Unity Government of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar, the National
Unity Consultative Council, the Civil Dis-
obedience Movement in Myanmar, and other
entities promoting democracy in Burma,
while simultaneously denying legitimacy
and resources to the junta;

(F) promote national reconciliation among
the diverse ethnic and religious groups in
Burma;

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(G) counter support to the junta by the
People’s Republic of China and the Russian
Federation; and

(H) secure the restoration of democracy,
the establishment of an inclusive and rep-
resentative civilian government and a re-
formed military reflecting the diversity of
Burma and under civilian control, and the
enactment of constitutional, political, and
economic reform in Burma; and

(9) urges the Secretary of State to swiftly
conduct an Interagency Process and issue a
determination as to whether the targeting
and murder of innocent civilians by the
Tatmadaw during and after the February 1,
2021, coup d’etat, specifically those associ-
ated with ethnic and religious groups in
Burma, and crimes committed by the
Tatmadaw against such ethnic and religious
groups prior to the coup constitute crimes
against humanity or genocide.

Mr. MENENDEZ. I know of no fur-
ther debate on the resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

Hearing none, the question is on
adoption of the resolution, as amended.

The resolution (S. Res. 35), as amend-
ed, was agreed to.

Mr. MENENDEZ. I further ask that
the committee-reported amendment to
the preamble be withdrawn; that the
amendment to the preamble, which is
at the desk, be considered and agreed
to; that the preamble, as amended, be
agreed to; that the amendment to the
title be considered and agreed to; and
that the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table
with no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
to the preamble, in the nature of a sub-
stitute, was withdrawn.

The amendment (No. 4919), in the na-
ture of a substitute, was agreed to as
follows:

(Purpose: To amend the preamble)

Strike the preamble and insert the fol-
lowing:

Whereas, on February 1, 2021, the military
of Burma (the ‘“‘Tatmadaw’) and its aligned
Union Solidarity and Development Party
(USDP) conducted a military coup against
the civilian government hours before Par-
liament was to convene in a new session, re-
sulting in the military junta illegally de-
taining State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi,
President Win Myint, and members of Par-
liament, as well as pro-democracy activists
from the 88 Generation and other civil soci-
ety leaders;

Whereas, since February 1, 2021, the
Tatmadaw has detained more than 11,000
people for exercising their rights of freedom
of speech and assembly and killed more than
1,400 civilians, including children;

Whereas the Tatmadaw has put the demo-
cratically-elected civilian leadership of
Burma, including President Win Myint and
State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, through
sham trials for fabricated crimes and sen-
tenced them to lengthy prison terms in order
to remove them from political competition;

Whereas the Tatmadaw has become the
world’s second largest detainer of journal-
ists, with over 100 journalists imprisoned
since the military coup;

Whereas the Tatmadaw’s actions have
driven hundreds of thousands from their
homes and driven thousands to flee across
Burma’s borders into Thailand, India, and
Bangladesh;
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Whereas fighting between the Tatmadaw
and several ethnic armed groups continues,
with government forces committing in-
creased abuses against ethnic Karen, Kayah,
Kachin, Chin, Rakhine, Shan, and Rohingya
minority populations;

Whereas the Tatmadaw restricted freedom
of movement, telecommunications, and the
media, limiting access to information to and
from Burma during a political and public
health crisis;

Whereas senior generals of the Tatmadaw
have been sanctioned by the United States
Government for serious human rights abuses
and for their role in the coup and are subject
to ongoing investigations into their conduct
by the International Criminal Court and the
International Court of Justice;

Whereas, on January 28, 2021, the Union
Election Commission rejected allegations by
the Tatmadaw that fraud played a signifi-
cant role in determining the outcome of the
November 2020 elections;

Whereas Burma’s November 8, 2020, elec-
tions resulted in the National League for De-
mocracy party securing enough seats in Par-
liament to form the next government;

Whereas the Tatmadaw has a long history
of committing atrocities against the people
of Burma, including the targeting of specific
ethnic groups; and

Whereas senior United States officials
have committed to making a determination
of whether such atrocities constitute geno-
cide: Now, therefore, be it

The preamble, as
agreed to.
The title amendment (No. 4920) was
agreed to as follows:
(Purpose: To amend the title)

Amend the title so as to read: ‘A resolu-
tion condemning the military coup that took
place on February 1, 2021, in Burma and the
Tatmadaw’s detention of civilian leaders,
calling for an immediate and unconditional
release of all those detained, promoting ac-
countability and justice for those killed by
the Tatmadaw, and calling for those elected
to serve in parliament to resume their duties
without impediment, and for other
purposes.”.

The resolution, as amended, with its
preamble, as amended, reads as follows:
S. REs. 35

Whereas, on February 1, 2021, the military
of Burma (the ‘“‘Tatmadaw’’) and its aligned
Union Solidarity and Development Party
(USDP) conducted a military coup against
the civilian government hours before Par-
liament was to convene in a new session, re-
sulting in the military junta illegally de-
taining State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi,
President Win Myint, and members of Par-
liament, as well as pro-democracy activists
from the 88 Generation and other civil soci-
ety leaders;

Whereas, since February 1, 2021, the
Tatmadaw has detained more than 11,000
people for exercising their rights of freedom
of speech and assembly and killed more than
1,400 civilians, including children;

Whereas the Tatmadaw has put the demo-
cratically-elected civilian leadership of
Burma, including President Win Myint and
State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, through
sham trials for fabricated crimes and sen-
tenced them to lengthy prison terms in order
to remove them from political competition;

Whereas the Tatmadaw has become the
world’s second largest detainer of journal-
ists, with over 100 journalists imprisoned
since the military coup;

Whereas the Tatmadaw’s actions have
driven hundreds of thousands from their
homes and driven thousands to flee across

amended, was
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Burma’s borders into Thailand, India, and
Bangladesh;

Whereas fighting between the Tatmadaw
and several ethnic armed groups continues,
with government forces committing in-
creased abuses against ethnic Karen, Kayah,
Kachin, Chin, Rakhine, Shan, and Rohingya
minority populations;

Whereas the Tatmadaw restricted freedom
of movement, telecommunications, and the
media, limiting access to information to and
from Burma during a political and public
health crisis;

Whereas senior generals of the Tatmadaw
have been sanctioned by the United States
Government for serious human rights abuses
and for their role in the coup and are subject
to ongoing investigations into their conduct
by the International Criminal Court and the
International Court of Justice;

Whereas, on January 28, 2021, the Union
Election Commission rejected allegations by
the Tatmadaw that fraud played a signifi-
cant role in determining the outcome of the
November 2020 elections;

Whereas Burma’s November 8, 2020, elec-
tions resulted in the National League for De-
mocracy party securing enough seats in Par-
liament to form the next government;

Whereas the Tatmadaw has a long history
of committing atrocities against the people
of Burma, including the targeting of specific
ethnic groups; and

Whereas senior United States officials
have committed to making a determination
of whether such atrocities constitute geno-
cide: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the people of Burma in their
ambition for democracy, sustainable peace,
and genuine ethnic and religious reconcili-
ation, and the realization of internationally
recognized human rights for all, including
for ethnic and religious groups whose human
rights have been violated repeatedly and who
have been disenfranchised historically;

(2) calls on the Tatmadaw to—

(A) immediately and unconditionally re-
lease all political prisoners detained as a re-
sult of the military coup on February 1, 2021;

(B) immediately restore all forms of com-
munications, including access to the inter-
net without surveillance;

(C) immediately end the use of violence
and allow for a legal process for account-
ability and justice for those unlawfully de-
tained, injured, and Kkilled by the Tatmadaw;

(D) remove all impediments to free travel
that have been imposed as a result of the
coup;

(E) return to power all members of the ci-
vilian government elected in the November
8, 2020, elections and allow them to fulfill
their mandate without impediment;

(F) allow for freedom of expression, includ-
ing the right to protest, peaceful assembly,
press freedom, and freedom of movement;
and

(G) allow unfettered reporting from local,
national, and international media;

(3) calls on social media companies to sus-
pend the accounts of the Union Solidarity
and Development Party and the Tatmadaw
that have used their platforms to spread
disinformation, fear, and psychological vio-
lence;

(4) supports the use of all diplomatic, eco-
nomic, and development tools to ensure that
vulnerable groups, including ethnic and reli-
gious groups, as well as all children, youth,
and teachers in educational settings are safe,
and schools and universities are not targeted
for attacks or use by the Tatmadaw;

(5) expresses grave concern for the safety
and security of hundreds of thousands of in-
ternally displaced persons (referred to in this
resolution as “IDPs’’) and refugees who have
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been displaced by the Tatmadaw and now
face challenging conditions in camps;

(6) expresses grave concern for the 3,000,000
people of Burma who are in need of humani-
tarian aid, including the 223,000 IDPs in
Burma, of which 165,000 remain in the south-
east, adding to those already displaced in
Rakhine, Chin, Shan and Kachin states;

(7) encourages Burma’s neighboring coun-
tries, including Thailand, India, and Ban-
gladesh, to meaningfully assist refugees who
have fled and continue to flee the Tatmadaw;

(8) calls on the President, the Secretary of
State, and the Secretary of Defense to fully
implement section 7008 of the Department of
State, Foreign Operations, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 2021 (division K of
Public Law 116-260) and any similar or suc-
cessor law governing United States foreign
assistance following a coup d’etat, and to im-
mediately—

(A) impose targeted restrictions aimed at
the Tatmadaw, military-owned or controlled
enterprises, and those responsible for the
February 1, 2021, coup;

(B) work with the international commu-
nity, including at the United Nations Secu-
rity Council, with United States allies in the
region, and with the Association of South-
east Asian Nations, to condemn the coup,
delegitimize the junta, and take steps to en-
sure that international economic engage-
ment in Burma does not contribute to
human rights abuses and benefit individuals
connected to the coup;

(C) support conditionality on diplomatic,
economic, and security relations with
Burma, including using the voice and vote of
the United States at multilateral develop-
ment institutions, until all those detained in
the February 1, 2021, coup are released and
there has been a full restoration of civilian-
controlled parliament respecting the Novem-
ber 8, 2020, election results;

(D) utilize the United States Government’s
position on the United Nations Security
Council to bring about greater international
cooperation in the pursuit of justice and ac-
countability in Burma;

(E) legitimize and provide assistance to the
National Unity Government of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar, the National
Unity Consultative Council, the Civil Dis-
obedience Movement in Myanmar, and other
entities promoting democracy in Burma,
while simultaneously denying legitimacy
and resources to the junta;

(F) promote national reconciliation among
the diverse ethnic and religious groups in
Burma;

(G) counter support to the junta by the
People’s Republic of China and the Russian
Federation; and

(H) secure the restoration of democracy,
the establishment of an inclusive and rep-
resentative civilian government and a re-
formed military reflecting the diversity of
Burma and under civilian control, and the
enactment of constitutional, political, and
economic reform in Burma; and

(9) urges the Secretary of State to swiftly
conduct an Interagency Process and issue a
determination as to whether the targeting
and murder of innocent civilians by the
Tatmadaw during and after the February 1,
2021, coup d’etat, specifically those associ-
ated with ethnic and religious groups in
Burma, and crimes committed by the
Tatmadaw against such ethnic and religious
groups prior to the coup constitute crimes
against humanity or genocide.

February 1, 2022

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE ON THE POLITICAL SIT-
UATION IN BELARUS

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 167, S. Res. 345.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 345) expressing the
sense of the Senate on the political situation
in Belarus.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations with an
amendment to strike all after the re-
solving clause and insert the part
printed in italic, and with an amend-
ment to strike the preamble and insert
the part printed in italic, as follows:

Whereas the United States Senate has long
maintained strong bipartisan concern regarding
the troubling lack of democracy in Belarus,
highlighted by the passing of the Belarus De-
mocracy Act of 2004 (Public Law 108-347; 22
U.S.C. 5811 note);

Whereas the 116th Congress, as referenced in
H.R. 8438, the Belarus Democracy, Human
Rights, and Sovereignty Act of 2020, and Senate
Resolution 658, which both passed with unani-
mous support, stated its deep concern regarding
the fraudulent election in Belarus on August 9,
2020;

Whereas on September 17, 2020, the Moscow
Mechanism of the human dimension of the Or-
ganization for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope (OSCE) was invoked by 17 participating
states with regard to credible reports of human
rights violations before, during, and after the
presidential election of August 9, 2020, in
Belarus;

Whereas, following Alyaksandr Lukashenka’s
inauguration on September 23, 2020, the United
States, the European Union, numerous Euro-
pean Union member states, the United Kingdom,
and Canada announced they did not recognize
the legitimacy of the election results;

Whereas after the August 9, 2020 presidential
election, the Government of Belarus responded
to the resulting peaceful protests, the largest in
the country’s history, with a violent crackdown,
including the detention of more than 10,000
peaceful protestors, according to the United Na-
tions Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights in Belarus;

Whereas the Government of Belarus, under
the misrule of the Lukashenka regime, continues
to engage in a pattern of clear and persistent
violations of human rights and fundamental
freedoms and disrespects the basic principles of
democratic governance by subjecting tens of
thousands of pro-democracy political activists,
peaceful protesters, and ordinary citizens to
harassment, beatings, abductions, forced depor-
tations, and imprisonment and by committing
acts of transnational repression to punish any
dissent expressed by Belarusian citizens;

Whereas the Lukashenka regime continues to
silence independent media, such as Nasha Niva,
tut.by, and Belsat, and has unlawfully raided
the offices of media outlets, including Radio
Free Europe/Radio Liberty, and arrested jour-
nalists;

Whereas on September 11, 2020, then-Deputy
Secretary of State Stephen Biegun said that “‘“we
stand by our long-term commitment to support
the sovereignty of Belarus as well as its terri-
torial integrity, as the aspirations of the
Belarusian people to determine their own path
remains in front of us’’;

Whereas on May 23, 2021, the Lukashenka re-
gime forced a commercial airliner flying between
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