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Revenue Code of 1986 to make employ-
ers of spouses of military personnel eli-
gible for the work opportunity credit.
S. 4105
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
names of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. Coons) and the Senator from Alas-
ka (Mr. SULLIVAN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 4105, a bill to treat cer-
tain liquidations of new motor vehicle
inventory as qualified liquidations of
LIFO inventory for purposes of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986.
S. 4111
At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the
names of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) and the Senator
from Michigan (Mr. PETERS) were
added as cosponsors of S. 4111, a bill to
support research and State manage-
ment efforts relating to chronic wast-
ing disease, and for other purposes.
S. 4325
At the request of Ms. SINEMA, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 4325, a bill to amend the Federal
Credit Union Act to modify the fre-
quency of board of directors meetings,
and for other purposes.
S. 4381
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 4381, a bill to amend titles
XVIII and XIX of the Social Security
Act with respect to nursing facility re-
quirements, and for other purposes.
S. 4416
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. ToOOMEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4416, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow
a credit against tax for charitable do-
nations to nonprofit organizations pro-
viding education scholarships to quali-
fied elementary and secondary stu-
dents.
S. 4449
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
names of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) and the Senator from
North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS) were added
as cosponsors of S. 4449, a bill to amend
title XVIII of the Social Security Act
to improve the accuracy of market-
based Medicare payment for clinical di-
agnostic laboratory services, to reduce
administrative burdens in the collec-
tion of data, and for other purposes.
S. 4500
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4500, a bill to expand
youth access to voting, and for other
purposes.
S. 4573
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
names of the Senator from California
(Mr. PADILLA), the Senator from Colo-
rado (Mr. BENNET) and the Senator
from Pennsylvania (Mr. TOOMEY) were
added as cosponsors of S. 4573, a bill to
amend title 3, United States Code, to
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reform the Electoral Count Act, and to
amend the Presidential Transition Act
of 1963 to provide clear guidelines for
when and to whom resources are pro-
vided by the Administrator of General
Services for use in connection with the
preparations for the assumption of offi-
cial duties as President or Vice Presi-
dent.
S. 4602
At the request of Ms. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
OsSsOrF) was added as a cosponsor of S.
4602, a bill to amend the Richard B.
Russell National School Lunch Act to
prohibit the stigmatization of children
who are unable to pay for school meals,
and for other purposes.
S. 4702
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) and the Senator
from New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN)
were added as cosponsors of S. 4702, a
bill to impose limits on excepting com-
petitive service positions from the
competitive service, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 4816
At the request of Mr. OSSOFF, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 4816, a bill to require the Archivist
of the United States to submit to Con-
gress a comprehensive plan for reduc-
ing the backlog of requests for records
from the National Personnel Records
Center, and for other purposes.
S. 4892
At the request of Mr. ScoTT of South
Carolina, the name of the Senator from
Florida (Mr. RUBIO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4892, a bill to require ele-
mentary and middle schools that re-
ceive Federal funds to obtain parental
consent before changing a minor
child’s gender markers, pronouns, or
preferred name on any school form, al-
lowing a child to change the child’s
sex-based accommodations, including
locker rooms or bathrooms.
$.J. RES. 56
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S.J. Res. 56, a joint resolu-
tion directing the removal of United
States Armed Forces from hostilities
in the Republic of Yemen that have not
been authorized by Congress.
AMENDMENT NO. 5500
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
LEE) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 5500 intended to be pro-
posed to the resolution of ratification
to Treaty Doc. 117-1, amendment to the
Montreal Protocol on Substances that
Deplete the Ozone Layer (the ‘‘Mon-
treal Protocol’), adopted at Kigali on
October 15, 2016, by the Twenty-Eighth
Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal
Protocol (the ‘“‘Kigali Amendment’’).

————————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. LEAHY:

September 21, 2022

S. 4916. A bill to reauthorize the Run-
away and Homeless Youth Act, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise
to join my colleague, the senior Sen-
ator from Vermont, in introducing the
Runaway and Homeless Youth and
Trafficking Prevention Act of 2022.
This bill would update and reauthorize
the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act
programs, which have provided life-
saving services and housing for Amer-
ica’s homeless youth for nearly half a
century.

Homelessness is affecting youth in
truly staggering numbers. According to
the National Network for Youth, an es-
timated 4.2 million young people expe-
rience homelessness at some point each
year. Some of these youth may be
away from home for a few nights, while
others have been living on the streets
for years. No area of this country is
immune from the scourge of homeless-
ness, as it impacts rural and urban
communities alike.

Tragically, runaway and homeless
youth are at high risk of victimization,
abuse, criminal activity, and even
death. This population is at greater
risk of suicide, unintended pregnancy,
and substance abuse. Many are unable
to continue with school and are more
likely to enter our juvenile criminal
justice system. The reality is that
available data likely underestimate
the scale and consequences of this
problem.

I have met with teachers, social
workers, and others from Maine who
work directly with young people expe-
riencing homelessness. We talked
about the pressure that student home-
lessness places on teachers, school ad-
ministrators, and their already
strapped resources, and—most impor-
tant—the homeless students them-
selves. I have also visited New Begin-
nings in Lewiston, where I saw first-
hand how Runaway and Homeless
Youth Act resources are providing es-
sential safety nets for young people in
need. The staff at New Beginnings
helps young people with case manage-
ment, provides referrals to State and
local agencies, assists with housing
needs and access to shelter, and con-
nects individuals to local educational
and employment programs.

Several years ago, as the chair of the
Senate Transportation and Housing
Appropriations Subcommittee, I held a
hearing that featured testimony from
Brittany Dixon, a former homeless
youth from Auburn, ME, who gave pow-
erful testimony on her personal experi-
ence with homelessness. After becom-
ing homeless, Brittany was connected
with New Beginnings. In her testi-
mony, she said, ‘“‘New Beginnings pro-
vided many resources I could use to
succeed, including assistance with col-
lege applications and financial aid. . . .
New Beginnings has helped me to de-
velop critical life skills and to become
self-sufficient.” ‘“‘Programs that sup-
port homeless youth are important to
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S0 many young people like me,” she
added. “It gives young people the
chance to have a safe place to stay
while they get their footing and figure
out what they want to do in their
lives.”

Runaway and Homeless Youth Act
programs helped make Brittany’s suc-
cess story possible. Sadly, however,
there are still many homeless youth
who do not have the support they need.
We must build on our past efforts be-
cause homeless youth should have the
same opportunities to succeed as their
peers.

The three existing Runaway and
Homeless Youth Act programs—the
Basic Center Program, the Street Out-
reach Program, and the Transitional
Living Program—help community-
based organizations reach young people
when they need support the most.
These programs help runaway and
homeless youth avoid the juvenile jus-
tice system, and early intervention can
help them escape victimization and
trafficking.

The Runaway and Homeless Youth
and Trafficking Prevention Act would
reauthorize and strengthen these pro-
grams that help homeless youth meet
their immediate needs, and it would
help secure long-term residential serv-
ices for those who cannot be safely re-
united with their families. Our legisla-
tion would also create a new program—
the Prevention Services Program-—de-
signed to help prevent youth from run-
ning away and becoming homeless in
the first place. Moreover, our bill sup-
ports wraparound services for victims
of trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Mr. President, the Runaway and
Homeless Youth and Trafficking Pre-
vention Act will support those young
people who run away, are forced out of
their homes, or are disconnected from
their families. A caring and safe place
to sleep, eat, grow, study, and develop
is critical for all young people. The
programs reauthorized and modernized
through this legislation help extend
those basic services to the most vulner-
able youth in our communities.

I thank Senator LEAHY for his leader-
ship on this bill and urge my col-
leagues to support it.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 787—RECOG-
NIZING THE VITAL IMPORTANCE
OF THE MEKONG RIVER TO
SOUTHEAST ASIA AND THE ROLE
OF THE MEKONG-UNITED
STATES PARTNERSHIP IN SUP-
PORTING THE PROSPERITY OF
THE REGION

Mr. MERKLEY (for himself and Mr.
SULLIVAN) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 787

Whereas the Mekong River supports the
livelihoods of approximately 60,000,000 peo-
ple, making it the most important river in
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Southeast Asia and one of the most impor-
tant rivers in the world;

Whereas the Mekong-United States Part-
nership, comprising the United States,
Burma, Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, and Viet-
nam, and the predecessor of that partner-
ship, the Lower Mekong Initiative, have con-
tributed greatly to the economic, social, and
human resources development of the coun-
tries in the Mekong River Basin and the pro-
tection of the Mekong River;

Whereas the United States has long-
standing diplomatic relations with the coun-
tries in the Mekong River Basin, including a
nearly 200-year-old relationship with treaty
ally Thailand;

Whereas the development of the countries
in the Mekong River Basin is critical for the
unity, economic strength, and institutional
development of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations, a strategic partner of the
United States;

Whereas the Mekong River is increasingly
imperiled by the threats of climate change
and the construction of upstream dams that
have altered the natural flow of the river and
vital ecological processes supported by nat-
ural flow;

Whereas, since 2019, the flow of water in
the Mekong River during the wet season has
been abnormally low;

Whereas the Nuozhadu and Xiaowan Dams
in China account for more than 50 percent of
the water storage of all dams in the Mekong
River Basin and can restrict up to 10 percent
of the total wet season flow of the Mekong
River, exacerbating drought conditions
downstream;

Whereas the Mekong River Commission is
an integral partner in ensuring the long-
term health of the Mekong River;

Whereas the Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-
Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy can
be a leader in supporting river development
and protection;

Whereas the Mekong Dam Monitor, funded
partly by the Mekong-United States Part-
nership, has provided essential data and in-
formation about the impacts of hydropower
dams along the Mekong River to the people
and governments of the Mekong River Basin
to allow them to prepare for irregular water
flows and mitigate the economic and envi-
ronmental impacts of those flows;

Whereas the Mekong River has become a
hub for criminal elements to traffic in drugs,
people, and wildlife, undermining the rule of
law in the countries in the Mekong River
Basin and impacting the world through the
proliferation of illegal drugs and fauna that
can cause spillover of zoonotic diseases;

Whereas the international community has
committed to support the development of
countries along the Mekong River through
internationally recognized development
goals;

Whereas the Friends of the Mekong, which
includes the countries in the Mekong River
Basin, the United States, Australia, the Eu-
ropean Union, Japan, New Zealand, the Re-
public of Korea, the Asian Development
Bank, the Mekong River Commission Secre-
tariat, and the World Bank, is committed to
supporting the shared principles that have
underpinned peace and prosperity across the
Indo-Pacific for decades;

Whereas close coordination and collabora-
tion with civil society groups throughout the
Mekong River Basin is essential to the pro-
tection of the Mekong River;

Whereas, among the countries in the
Mekong River Basin, there has been a nega-
tive trend toward the detention and detain-
ment of civil society actors and journalists
and an increase in violations of human
rights;

Whereas the February 1, 2021, military
coup in Burma was illegal and unjustified
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and has resulted in more than 2,000 deaths,
more than 1,000,000 people displaced, and tens
of thousands of people in detention, and con-
tinued violence threatens the stability of the
entire region, especially those countries
along the borders of Burma; and

Whereas diaspora communities from coun-
tries in the Mekong River Basin are a vital
part of the United States and help build
thriving people-to-people ties between those
countries and the United States that lead to
strong commercial, civil society, and cul-
tural ties: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses sincere concern over the envi-
ronmental, economic, and humanitarian
threats to the Mekong River and the commu-
nities of the Mekong River and continued
support to counter those threats; and

(2) declares it is the policy of the United
States Government to—

(A) through the Mekong-United States
Partnership and the Friends of the Mekong,
promote the economic and environmental
well-being of the people of Mainland South-
east Asia in the 5 countries through which
the Mekong River flows, namely, Burma,
Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, and Vietnam;

(B) support a whole-of-government ap-
proach in providing and coordinating Federal
aid and assistance throughout the Mekong
River Basin under the Mekong-United States
Partnership, including programmatic sup-
port provided by the Department of State,
the United States Agency for International
Development, and other Federal agencies;

(C) contribute to the development of qual-
ity infrastructure, the development of na-
tional electricity markets, cross-border en-
ergy trade, the facilitation of cross-border
transport, renewable and clean energy accel-
eration and deployment, the development of
micro, small, and medium enterprises, agri-
culture, transportation, the facilitation of
trade and investment, strengthened sub-
regional production linkages and supply
chains, digital infrastructure, and the digital
economy in the Mekong River Basin;

(D) promote engagement and buy-in of the
United States private sector to support the
long-term inclusive economic growth, resil-
ience, global health, education, and sustain-
able development of the region;

(E) leverage the expertise of the United
States, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Aus-
tralia, and other partners in high-quality in-
frastructure to support the economic devel-
opment needs of the countries in the Mekong
River Basin;

(F) support the development of quality in-
frastructure, including through projects fi-
nanced by the United States International
Development Finance Corporation, in the
countries in the Mekong River Basin;

(G) encourage all members of the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Nations to view the
environmental, humanitarian, and economic
threats to the Mekong River as a danger to
the entire region;

(H) promote sustainable water use, natural
resources management, and environmental
conservation and protection, including—

(i) through support for a technically sound,
well-coordinated, and consensus-based ap-
proach to managing the shared resources of
the Mekong River Basin;

(ii) through support for environmental con-
servation, protection, and resilience in the
Mekong subregion; and

(iii) by enhancing the capacity of countries
in the Mekong River Basin in the sustainable
conservation and management of natural re-
sources, including fishery resources, for sus-
tainable food security;

(I) continue the important work that pro-
vides vital data and monitoring to the people
and governments of the Mekong River;
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