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S0 many young people like me,” she
added. “It gives young people the
chance to have a safe place to stay
while they get their footing and figure
out what they want to do in their
lives.”

Runaway and Homeless Youth Act
programs helped make Brittany’s suc-
cess story possible. Sadly, however,
there are still many homeless youth
who do not have the support they need.
We must build on our past efforts be-
cause homeless youth should have the
same opportunities to succeed as their
peers.

The three existing Runaway and
Homeless Youth Act programs—the
Basic Center Program, the Street Out-
reach Program, and the Transitional
Living Program—help community-
based organizations reach young people
when they need support the most.
These programs help runaway and
homeless youth avoid the juvenile jus-
tice system, and early intervention can
help them escape victimization and
trafficking.

The Runaway and Homeless Youth
and Trafficking Prevention Act would
reauthorize and strengthen these pro-
grams that help homeless youth meet
their immediate needs, and it would
help secure long-term residential serv-
ices for those who cannot be safely re-
united with their families. Our legisla-
tion would also create a new program—
the Prevention Services Program-—de-
signed to help prevent youth from run-
ning away and becoming homeless in
the first place. Moreover, our bill sup-
ports wraparound services for victims
of trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Mr. President, the Runaway and
Homeless Youth and Trafficking Pre-
vention Act will support those young
people who run away, are forced out of
their homes, or are disconnected from
their families. A caring and safe place
to sleep, eat, grow, study, and develop
is critical for all young people. The
programs reauthorized and modernized
through this legislation help extend
those basic services to the most vulner-
able youth in our communities.

I thank Senator LEAHY for his leader-
ship on this bill and urge my col-
leagues to support it.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 787—RECOG-
NIZING THE VITAL IMPORTANCE
OF THE MEKONG RIVER TO
SOUTHEAST ASIA AND THE ROLE
OF THE MEKONG-UNITED
STATES PARTNERSHIP IN SUP-
PORTING THE PROSPERITY OF
THE REGION

Mr. MERKLEY (for himself and Mr.
SULLIVAN) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 787

Whereas the Mekong River supports the
livelihoods of approximately 60,000,000 peo-
ple, making it the most important river in
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Southeast Asia and one of the most impor-
tant rivers in the world;

Whereas the Mekong-United States Part-
nership, comprising the United States,
Burma, Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, and Viet-
nam, and the predecessor of that partner-
ship, the Lower Mekong Initiative, have con-
tributed greatly to the economic, social, and
human resources development of the coun-
tries in the Mekong River Basin and the pro-
tection of the Mekong River;

Whereas the United States has long-
standing diplomatic relations with the coun-
tries in the Mekong River Basin, including a
nearly 200-year-old relationship with treaty
ally Thailand;

Whereas the development of the countries
in the Mekong River Basin is critical for the
unity, economic strength, and institutional
development of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations, a strategic partner of the
United States;

Whereas the Mekong River is increasingly
imperiled by the threats of climate change
and the construction of upstream dams that
have altered the natural flow of the river and
vital ecological processes supported by nat-
ural flow;

Whereas, since 2019, the flow of water in
the Mekong River during the wet season has
been abnormally low;

Whereas the Nuozhadu and Xiaowan Dams
in China account for more than 50 percent of
the water storage of all dams in the Mekong
River Basin and can restrict up to 10 percent
of the total wet season flow of the Mekong
River, exacerbating drought conditions
downstream;

Whereas the Mekong River Commission is
an integral partner in ensuring the long-
term health of the Mekong River;

Whereas the Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-
Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy can
be a leader in supporting river development
and protection;

Whereas the Mekong Dam Monitor, funded
partly by the Mekong-United States Part-
nership, has provided essential data and in-
formation about the impacts of hydropower
dams along the Mekong River to the people
and governments of the Mekong River Basin
to allow them to prepare for irregular water
flows and mitigate the economic and envi-
ronmental impacts of those flows;

Whereas the Mekong River has become a
hub for criminal elements to traffic in drugs,
people, and wildlife, undermining the rule of
law in the countries in the Mekong River
Basin and impacting the world through the
proliferation of illegal drugs and fauna that
can cause spillover of zoonotic diseases;

Whereas the international community has
committed to support the development of
countries along the Mekong River through
internationally recognized development
goals;

Whereas the Friends of the Mekong, which
includes the countries in the Mekong River
Basin, the United States, Australia, the Eu-
ropean Union, Japan, New Zealand, the Re-
public of Korea, the Asian Development
Bank, the Mekong River Commission Secre-
tariat, and the World Bank, is committed to
supporting the shared principles that have
underpinned peace and prosperity across the
Indo-Pacific for decades;

Whereas close coordination and collabora-
tion with civil society groups throughout the
Mekong River Basin is essential to the pro-
tection of the Mekong River;

Whereas, among the countries in the
Mekong River Basin, there has been a nega-
tive trend toward the detention and detain-
ment of civil society actors and journalists
and an increase in violations of human
rights;

Whereas the February 1, 2021, military
coup in Burma was illegal and unjustified
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and has resulted in more than 2,000 deaths,
more than 1,000,000 people displaced, and tens
of thousands of people in detention, and con-
tinued violence threatens the stability of the
entire region, especially those countries
along the borders of Burma; and

Whereas diaspora communities from coun-
tries in the Mekong River Basin are a vital
part of the United States and help build
thriving people-to-people ties between those
countries and the United States that lead to
strong commercial, civil society, and cul-
tural ties: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses sincere concern over the envi-
ronmental, economic, and humanitarian
threats to the Mekong River and the commu-
nities of the Mekong River and continued
support to counter those threats; and

(2) declares it is the policy of the United
States Government to—

(A) through the Mekong-United States
Partnership and the Friends of the Mekong,
promote the economic and environmental
well-being of the people of Mainland South-
east Asia in the 5 countries through which
the Mekong River flows, namely, Burma,
Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, and Vietnam;

(B) support a whole-of-government ap-
proach in providing and coordinating Federal
aid and assistance throughout the Mekong
River Basin under the Mekong-United States
Partnership, including programmatic sup-
port provided by the Department of State,
the United States Agency for International
Development, and other Federal agencies;

(C) contribute to the development of qual-
ity infrastructure, the development of na-
tional electricity markets, cross-border en-
ergy trade, the facilitation of cross-border
transport, renewable and clean energy accel-
eration and deployment, the development of
micro, small, and medium enterprises, agri-
culture, transportation, the facilitation of
trade and investment, strengthened sub-
regional production linkages and supply
chains, digital infrastructure, and the digital
economy in the Mekong River Basin;

(D) promote engagement and buy-in of the
United States private sector to support the
long-term inclusive economic growth, resil-
ience, global health, education, and sustain-
able development of the region;

(E) leverage the expertise of the United
States, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Aus-
tralia, and other partners in high-quality in-
frastructure to support the economic devel-
opment needs of the countries in the Mekong
River Basin;

(F) support the development of quality in-
frastructure, including through projects fi-
nanced by the United States International
Development Finance Corporation, in the
countries in the Mekong River Basin;

(G) encourage all members of the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Nations to view the
environmental, humanitarian, and economic
threats to the Mekong River as a danger to
the entire region;

(H) promote sustainable water use, natural
resources management, and environmental
conservation and protection, including—

(i) through support for a technically sound,
well-coordinated, and consensus-based ap-
proach to managing the shared resources of
the Mekong River Basin;

(ii) through support for environmental con-
servation, protection, and resilience in the
Mekong subregion; and

(iii) by enhancing the capacity of countries
in the Mekong River Basin in the sustainable
conservation and management of natural re-
sources, including fishery resources, for sus-
tainable food security;

(I) continue the important work that pro-
vides vital data and monitoring to the people
and governments of the Mekong River;
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(J) support the development of the capac-
ity of the region to respond to a variety of
threats, including countering transnational
crime such as trafficking of drugs, wildlife,
timber, and persons, and criminal activity
associated with illegal, unreported and un-
regulated fishing, and to improve health se-
curity, including emergency preparedness
and response for pandemics and epidemics,
cybersecurity, and disaster response and pre-
paredness and humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief;

(K) promote the development of human
capital through education, medical and lab-
oratory research and development, voca-
tional training, youth empowerment, wom-
en’s economic empowerment, gender equal-
ity, university cooperation, and educational
and professional exchanges;

(L) work together with countries in the
Mekong River Basin to combat the impacts
of climate change and support the resiliency
of those countries;

(M) encourage all countries in the Mekong
River Basin to provide timely early warning
for natural and unnatural operations of the
river;

(N) support freedom of expression in the
countries in the Mekong River Basin
through promoting independent journalism
and the freedom to access information;

(O) continue to call for the cessation of vi-
olence in Burma and support the return of
Burma to a path of inclusive democracy, so
that it can fully contribute to regional de-
velopment;

(P) prioritize the strengthening of people-
to-people ties through United States ex-
change programs such as the Fulbright Pro-
gram, the Peace Corps, the International
Visitors Leadership Program, and the Young
Southeast Asian Leaders Initiative Program,
including the Young Southeast Asian Lead-
ers Initiative Academy at Fulbright Univer-
sity Vietnam; and

(Q) recognize that strong democratic insti-
tutions, the protection of human rights,
independent civil society, and free and fair
elections are central to implementing the
shared vision of a Mekong River region, and
an Indo-Pacific region, that is free, open, se-
cure, prosperous, and sustainable.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 788—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF SEP-
TEMBER 19 THROUGH SEP-
TEMBER 23, 2022, AS “MALNUTRI-
TION AWARENESS WEEK”

Mr. MURPHY (for himself, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. CARDIN, Ms.
SINEMA, Ms. HASSAN, and Mr.
BLUMENTHAL) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 788

Whereas malnutrition is the condition that
occurs when an individual does not get
enough protein, calories, or nutrients;

Whereas malnutrition is a significant prob-
lem in the United States and around the
world, crossing all age, racial, class, gender,
and geographic lines;

Whereas malnutrition can be driven by so-
cial determinants of health, including pov-
erty or economic instability, access to af-
fordable healthcare, and low health literacy;

Whereas there are inextricable and cyclical
links between poverty and malnutrition;

Whereas communities of color, across all
age groups, are disproportionately likely to
experience both food insecurity and mal-
nutrition;

Whereas the Department of Agriculture de-
fines food insecurity as when an individual
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or household does not have regular, reliable
access to the foods needed for good health;

Whereas Black children are almost 3 times
more likely to live in a food-insecure house-
hold than White children;

Whereas infants, older adults, individuals
with chronic diseases, and other vulnerable
populations are particularly at risk for mal-
nutrition;

Whereas the American Academy of Pediat-
rics has found that failure to provide key nu-
trients during early childhood may result in
lifelong deficits in brain function;

Whereas disease-associated malnutrition
affects between 30 and 50 percent of patients
admitted to hospitals, and the medical costs
of hospitalized patients with malnutrition
can be 300 percent more than the medical
costs of properly nourished patients;

Whereas, according to the ‘‘National Blue-
print: Achieving Quality Malnutrition Care
for Older Adults, 2020 Update’’, as many as %
of older adults living in the United States
are malnourished or at risk for malnutrition;

Whereas, according to recent Aging Net-
work surveys, 76 percent of older adults re-
ceiving meals at senior centers and other
congregate facilities report improved health
outcomes, and 84 percent of older adults re-
ceiving home-delivered meals indicate the
same;

Whereas disease-associated malnutrition
in older adults alone costs the United States
more than $51,300,000,000 each year; and

Whereas the American Society for Paren-
teral and Enteral Nutrition established Mal-
nutrition Awareness Week to raise aware-
ness about, and promote the prevention of,
malnutrition across the lifespan: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of September 19
through September 23, 2022, as ‘‘Malnutrition
Awareness Week’’;

(2) recognizes registered dietitian nutri-
tionists and other nutrition professionals,
health care providers, school foodservice
workers, social workers, advocates, care-
givers, and other professionals and agencies
for their efforts to advance awareness about,
treatments for, and the prevention of mal-
nutrition;

(3) recognizes the importance of existing
Federal nutrition programs, such as the nu-
trition programs under title III of the Older
Americans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3021 et seq.)
and Federal child nutrition programs, for
their role in combating malnutrition;

(4) supports increased funding for the crit-
ical programs described in paragraph (3);

(b) recognizes—

(A) the importance of medical nutrition
therapy under the Medicare program under
title XVIII of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1395 et seq.); and

(B) the need for vulnerable populations to
have access to nutrition counseling;

(6) recognizes the importance of the inno-
vative research conducted by the National
Institutes of Health on—

(A) nutrition, dietary patterns, and the
human gastrointestinal microbiome; and

(B) how those factors influence the preven-
tion or development of chronic disease
throughout the lifespan;

(7) supports access to malnutrition screen-
ing and assessment for all patients;

(8) encourages the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services to evaluate the imple-
mentation of newly-approved malnutrition
electronic clinical quality measures; and

(9) acknowledges—

(A) the importance of access to healthy
food for children, especially in child care set-
tings and schools; and

(B) the benefits of evidence-based nutrition
standards.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 789—DESIG-
NATING OCTOBER 12, 2022 AS
“NATIONAL LOGGERS DAY”

Mr. DURBIN (for Ms. BALDWIN (for
herself, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. RISCH, Mr.
CAssIDY, Mr. KING, and Mr. DAINES))
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 789

Whereas the logging industry has served as
an economic driver and cultural tradition in
the United States for centuries;

Whereas the logging industry creates rural
jobs and provides revenue for local and State
governments and National Forests;

Whereas loggers provide renewable mate-
rial for products used by people in the United
States every day;

Whereas loggers are the first link in the
$300,000,000,000 domestic forest products sup-
ply chain;

Whereas loggers are the means by which
healthy forest management plans are accom-
plished;

Whereas logging provides for healthy for-
ests that maintain vital animal habitats;

Whereas logging provides for healthy for-
ests which—

(1) protect watersheds;

(2) sequester carbon;

(3) provide public recreational opportuni-
ties; and

(4) reduce loss of life and property from
wildfires; and

Whereas logging provides for healthy for-
ests through regeneration, including plant-
ing 2,500,000,000 trees annually: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates October 12, 2022, as
tional Loggers Day’’; and

(2) encourages the President to officially
designate October 12th as ‘‘National Loggers
Day”’.

“Na-

———————

SENATE RESOLUTION  790—CON-
DEMNING THE ATROCITIES THAT
OCCURRED IN ATLANTA, GEOR-
GIA, IN 1906, IN WHICH WHITE SU-
PREMACIST MOBS BRUTALIZED,
TERRORIZED, AND KILLED DOZ-
ENS OF BLACK AMERICANS, AND
REAFFIRMING THE COMMITMENT
OF THE SENATE TO COMBATING
HATRED, INJUSTICE, AND WHITE
SUPREMACY

Mr. OSSOFF submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 790

Whereas the horrific act of lynching im-
pacted race relations in the United States
and shaped the geographic, political, social,
and economic conditions of Black people in
ways that are still relevant today;

Whereas more than 4,400 Black people were
lynched across 20 States between 1877 and
1950, 594 of whom were Black victims in
Georgia and 36 of those documented victims
were Kkilled in Fulton County;

Whereas, until 1906, Atlanta, Georgia, was
home to more than 50,000 Black residents,
many of whom owned homes and businesses
in the city;

Whereas, on September 22, 1906, at 9 p.m.,
10,000 White men and boys gathered at the
corner of Pryor and Decatur Streets, an area
known as Five Points in downtown Atlanta;

Whereas the mob was motivated by the
media’s false coverage of Black men brutal-
izing White women;
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