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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 

OF THE LATE SENATOR ROBERT 
‘‘BOB’’ CHARLES KRUEGER 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 796, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 796) honoring the life 

and legacy of the late Senator Robert ‘‘Bob’’ 
Charles Krueger. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 796) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 
23, 2022, TO TUESDAY, SEP-
TEMBER 27, 2022 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Madam President, 
I now ask unanimous consent that 
when the Senate completes its business 
today, it adjourn under the provisions 
of S. Res. 796 until 11 a.m. on Friday, 
September 23, to convene for a pro 
forma session, with no business con-
ducted; further, that when the Senate 
adjourns on Friday, it stand adjourned 
until 3 p.m. on Tuesday, September 27, 
and that following the prayer and 
pledge, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, the time for the two 
leaders be reserved for their use later 
in the day, and morning business be 
closed; that upon the conclusion of 
morning business, the Senate resume 
consideration of the motion to proceed 
to Calendar No. 389, H.R. 6833; further, 
that the Senate vote on the motion to 
invoke cloture on the motion to pro-
ceed at 5:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Madam President, 
if there is no further business to come 
before the Senate, I ask unanimous 
consent that it stand adjourned under 
the previous order following the re-
marks of Senator SULLIVAN of Alaska. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Alaska. 
f 

TYPHOON MERBOK 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam President, I 
want to talk about one of the strongest 

storms in many, many years to hit my 
State. It was called Typhoon Merbok, 
and it hit western Alaska late last 
week and into the weekend. It brought 
gale-force winds, massive flooding, and 
loss of power, water, and communica-
tions. It has wreaked havoc. 

I have just a few photos here. You see 
a house literally floating away into the 
ocean; whole communities completely 
flooded; a giant wave system—again, 
communities completely flooded in 
western Alaska. 

This is an area of our State dotted 
with dozens of small villages, nearly all 
of them, the majority, Alaska Native 
communities. Roughly about 21,000 
people live in these communities in 
western Alaska with a coastline of 
roughly 1,300 miles. That is just one 
little, small part of my State, but that 
is just about as many miles of all the 
Florida coastline combined just here in 
western Alaska. They got hammered. 

There are very, very few roads. Alas-
ka has over 200 communities that are 
not connected by any roads at all, and 
so it presents many challenges in 
terms of relief. Unfortunately, the very 
small number of roads that we have, 
many were washed away in these com-
munities. The storm knocked out lines 
of communication, prompted evacu-
ations, and wrenched homes from their 
foundations, as I mentioned, floating in 
the water. 

The preliminary assessment shows 
very significant damage to bridges, 
roads, water treatment plants, bulk 
fuel tanks, seawalls, breakwaters, air-
strips—if you don’t have a road, every 
one of these small communities has an 
airport, a tiny little airport—genera-
tors, powerplants. This was a dev-
astating storm. 

But I am proud to say my fellow 
Alaskans pulled together—the Native 
communities in particular, as they do 
so often—to make sure that all resi-
dents and particularly the most vulner-
able, the elderly in particular, were out 
of harm’s way when this storm came 
pounding ashore in western Alaska. 

Our State and local government 
emergency management teams, the 
Alaska National Guard, the Coast 
Guard, and our first responders have 
also been working day and night to en-
sure that communities are safe and 
that utility services and major infra-
structure are becoming operational as 
soon as possible, but it is still a real 
challenge. 

I will say from the Federal Govern-
ment’s perspective, FEMA has done a 
good job thus far—a really good job. 
They immediately got teams on the 
ground and are working to evaluate the 
damage. The head of FEMA, whom I 
spoke to shortly after the storm hit, is 
on her way to Alaska. The Secretary of 
Homeland Security just called me 
today on their focus on this. The Re-
gion 10 FEMA Director—which covers 
Alaska—is also on the ground there. 

Thankfully, thank God there have 
been no reports of death or serious in-
jury, and it is in part because of the re-

silience of the people in Alaska and the 
preparation. 

Further, donations of food, water, 
clothes, and other essentials from busi-
nesses and nonprofits and just generous 
individuals throughout Alaska have 
been pouring in to this community. We 
are so grateful for all the help that has 
come. 

Even though most Americans are 
very unaware of this, this was a dev-
astating storm. 

Let me talk a little bit about some of 
these wonderful communities that were 
hit by the storm. All of these commu-
nities—I have spent a lot of time in 
western Alaska. They are amazing peo-
ple with an incredible generosity of 
spirit and thriving Alaska Native cul-
tures. But these are some of the poor-
est communities in America—the poor-
est communities in America. Like I 
said, almost none of them have roads. 
Several of them do not have any water 
or sewer—running water or flush toi-
lets. American citizens. 

You know, I get a little frustrated in 
this body whenever there is a lower 48 
community that has a problem with 
drinking water—the latest in Jackson, 
MS, and Detroit, MI. There is all this 
money, and they say: Hey, let’s fix that 
aging infrastructure. I get it. That is 
important. But what I always say is, 
why don’t we fix communities like 
mine that have no infrastructure, no 
water and sewer, no flush toilets, no 
access to the internet, housing where 
multiple generations are often 
crammed together? 

And here is the thing. These are some 
of the most amazing people on the 
planet, and as Americans, they are 
some of the most patriotic people in 
the whole country. I always like to 
brag about Alaska, where there are 
more veterans per capita than any 
State in the country. But the Alaska 
Native people serve at higher rates in 
the U.S. military than any other eth-
nic group in America. This is what I 
call special patriotism. When you go to 
these small communities, everyone 
there is a veteran. It really warms your 
heart as an American. 

So we need to help these commu-
nities, and we are going to do that. The 
Senate is going to do that; the Federal 
Government is going to do that; and 
the State of Alaska is going to do that. 

I do want to make one mention of 
one issue that is important to me. It is 
an issue just to fairness, and I am just 
putting down a marker to make sure 
we have fairness as it relates to my 
constituents in this very significant 
storm that we need help with. 

The majority leader was here on the 
floor recently talking about the impact 
that Hurricane Fiona was having on 
Puerto Rico, and we are all thinking 
about Puerto Rico as well. We want to 
make sure they are all safe, and that is 
something we need to be focused on in 
the Federal Government, in the U.S. 
Senate. 

Now, normally, the Federal Govern-
ment pays for 75 percent of the costs of 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5033 September 22, 2022 
emergency medical care, disaster re-
sponse, food distribution when those 
requests are made. 

Our Governor just recently declared 
a Federal disaster for this part of Alas-
ka. The Alaska delegation sent a letter 
to the President urging him to imme-
diately approve this Federal disaster 
declaration for Alaska. When this hap-
pens, as I mentioned, the Federal Gov-
ernment usually pays 75 percent; oth-
ers are responsible back home for 25 
percent. Sometimes it is even 90 per-
cent and 10 percent. 

As I mentioned, the majority leader 
recently requested, in a floor speech on 
the Senate floor—and I am fine with 
the speech—that the FEMA Federal 
Government pay 100 percent of the 
costs in Puerto Rico. OK. If FEMA 
wants to do that, if that is going to 
happen at the request of the majority 
leader, here is what else has to happen: 
Then FEMA must pay 100 percent of 
the costs in western Alaska, OK. That 
is a no-brainer. One hundred percent of 
the costs from FEMA in Puerto Rico, 
then the great people in western Alas-
ka are going to get 100 percent of the 
costs paid for as well. 

As a matter of fact, Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent to have 
printed in the RECORD a letter I led 
with Senator MURKOWSKI and Congress-
woman PELTOLA to Administrator 
Criswell, the Director of FEMA, just 
making note that, hey, if you are going 
to do 100 percent for Puerto Rico, you 
need to make sure you are doing 100 
percent for western Alaska. I would 
like to submit that for the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, DC, September 22, 2022. 

Administrator DEANNE CRISWELL, 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR ADMINISTRATOR CRISWELL: We write 
to urge your administrative approval of Gov-
ernor Dunleavy’s request to waive the 
State’s cost share for federal individual and 
public assistance for recovery efforts in 
Western Alaska following the onslaught of 
Typhoon Merbok. 

As your Region X team is aware, condi-
tions prior to the storm in impacted rural 
communities were already difficult. Several 
Alaskan communities do not have running 
water or sewer systems. Where they do exist, 
it is common for sewer systems to be con-
structed above ground which further exposes 
flooded communities to the potential release 
of raw sewage. These communities are also 
experiencing high levels of unemployment 
and poverty, and it is likely that many 

homes are not insured against the losses ex-
perienced. Additionally. the cost of pro-
viding immediate temporary housing will 
impede the finances available for housing 
construction. 

Necessary cleanup efforts have begun, and 
Alaskan efforts and spirit in the face of 
trials is herculean as ever. However, this 
cost is too great to cover with currently 
available resources. 

Preliminary assessments across more than 
a thousand miles of Western Alaska coast-
line include damage to bridges and roads, 
water treatment plants, homes, bulk fuel 
tanks, seawalls, breakwaters, berms, air-
strips, generators, and power plants. On Sep-
tember 20. 2022, Governor Mike Dunleavy re-
quested a federal disaster declaration. We 
sent a letter that same evening requesting 
the President expeditiously approve that re-
quest. 

On September 19, 2022 Senator Schumer de-
livered a speech on the Senate floor in which 
he stated that he spoke with you and 
‘‘urge[d] that [FEMA] be ready to approve a 
temporary 100% federal cost share for all 
emergency protective services that Puerto 
Rico conducts in the coming days.’’ As you 
consider requests for storm recovery funding 
and cost shares across the nation, including 
for Puerto Rico in Region 2, we expect you to 
deliver an equitable decision for Alaska. 

Sincerely, 
LISA MURKOWSKI, 

United States Senator. 
DAN SULLIVAN, 

United States Senator. 
MARY SATTLER PELTOLA, 

Representative for All 
Alaska. 

Mr. SULLIVAN. So, Madam Presi-
dent, one of the things that I have al-
ways done in my job here in the U.S. 
Senate is, whenever there is a bill deal-
ing with disaster relief, regardless of 
what part of the country it is, I always 
vote for it. The reason I do that is be-
cause I come from a State that has 
earthquakes, that has wildfires, that 
has typhoons, that has a lot of cold 
weather. We are tough in Alaska, but 
every now and then, we are going to 
need Federal help as well, and now is 
the time we do. 

So we are all going to work together 
here in the Senate, whether it is Puer-
to Rico or Kentucky or western Alas-
ka, where there have been a lot of re-
cent natural disasters. We will work 
together. 

I just want to make sure my con-
stituents know: We got your back here 
in DC. We thank you for your resil-
iency, toughness, and everybody com-
ing together. We will make sure that, 
whatever the results are in any of 
these other natural disasters, that 
Alaska is going to get the same result 
as well. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 11 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order and pursuant to S. 
Res. 796, the Senate stands adjourned 
until 11 a.m. on Friday, September 23, 
2022, and does so as a further mark of 
respect to the late Robert ‘‘Bob’’ 
Charles Krueger, former Senator from 
Texas. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 4:30 p.m., 
adjourned until Friday, September 23, 
2022, at 11 a.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 

FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 

TRAVIS HILL, OF MARYLAND, TO BE A MEMBER OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSUR-
ANCE CORPORATION FOR A TERM OF SIX YEARS, VICE 
JEREMIAH O’HEAR NORTON, TERM EXPIRED. 

TRAVIS HILL, OF MARYLAND, TO BE VICE CHAIR-
PERSON OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE FEDERAL 
DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION, VICE THOMAS 
HOENIG. 

JONATHAN MCKERNAN, OF TENNESSEE, TO BE A MEM-
BER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE FEDERAL DE-
POSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION FOR THE REMAINDER 
OF THE TERM EXPIRING MAY 31, 2024, VICE JELENA 
MCWILLIAMS, RESIGNED. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

LYNNE M. TRACY, OF OHIO, A CAREER MEMBER OF THE 
SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF CAREER MINISTER, 
TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENI-
POTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO 
THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION. 

IN THE NAVY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 

To be vice admiral 

REAR ADM. ALVIN HOLSEY 

f 

CONFIRMATIONS 

Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate September 22, 2022: 

FEDERAL MOTOR CARRIER SAFETY 
ADMINISTRATION 

ROBIN MEREDITH COHN HUTCHESON, OF UTAH, TO BE 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE FEDERAL MOTOR CARRIER 
SAFETY ADMINISTRATION. 

UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR GLOBAL MEDIA 

AMANDA BENNETT, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO 
BE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE UNITED STATES 
AGENCY FOR GLOBAL MEDIA. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

ARATI PRABHAKAR, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE DIRECTOR 
OF THE OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY. 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

KEVIN G. RITZ, OF TENNESSEE, TO BE UNITED STATES 
ATTORNEY FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE 
FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:55 Sep 23, 2022 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00093 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 9801 E:\CR\FM\G22SE6.055 S22SEPT1ct
el

li 
on

 D
S

K
11

Z
R

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-07T18:52:39-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




