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MPP required that migrants seeking
asylum in the United States remain in
Mexico until it has been determined
whether they were actually entitled to
asylum. The vast majority of those
claiming asylum are not entitled to it.

When MPP was implemented in 2019,
the agents said it was like flipping a
switch because people stopped coming
when they learned they couldn’t get in.
Once the Biden administration halted
this policy, illegal immigration cata-
pulted to record numbers.

In fiscal year 2021, more than 1.7 mil-
lion known illegal border crossings oc-
curred—a new record. That record was
short-lived, however, because in fiscal
year 2022 that just ended in September,
nearly 2.4 million illegal crossings were
documented, exceeding the 2021 record
by 37 percent. And that doesn’t take
into account the got-aways. Last
month set a new record for October,
with more than 230,000 illegal aliens.
These figures are just the crossings
that the agents see and document.

When I traveled to the border in
April, Border Patrol agents told me
that title 42 was the last tool that they
had to at least partially stem the tide
of illegal border crossings. If we allow
a DC judge to remove title 42 author-
ity, our Border Patrol agents will have
no tool to stem the massive increase in
illegal immigration that is certain to
follow. And that is why, given this re-
cent court ruling, passing my legisla-
tion today is imperative.

To illustrate, Border Patrol cur-
rently has capacity to process a max-
imum of roughly 5,000 illegal immi-
grants per day. Right now, they are al-
ready overwhelmed, processing nearly
8,000 per day. Predictions from agents
and former immigration judges are
that, without title 42 authority, this
number would likely double to between
15,000 and 18,000 per day.

This would overwhelm processing ca-
pability, and the border would effec-
tively cease to exist. Such a surrender
of American security and sovereignty
is intolerable.

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity itself said in response to this
week’s court decision:

We will prepare for an orderly transition to
new policies at the border. We know that
smugglers will lie to try to take advantage
of vulnerable migrants, putting lives at risk.

Yes, it is true that we need policies
to replace title 42, and it is true that
smugglers will use this court ruling to
entice thousands more migrants per
day to cross the border illegally, which
will risk lives and will magnify the hu-
manitarian crisis at our southern bor-
der in a variety of ways.

If swift removal under title 42 is a
possibility, would-be border crossers
may decide not to embark. But without
title 42, there is nothing left to dis-
suade them.

Further, without title 42, the drug
cartels send migrants across the stra-
tegic points to bog down Border Patrol
agents with paperwork processing. And
the paperwork processing timeframe is
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five times longer without title 42. Do
the math. Removing title 42 will col-
lapse what is left of our Border Patrol’s
capacity. And with Border Patrol
bogged down further, the cartels will
use the resulting enforcement gaps to
move their fentanyl, which they
produce with the help of the Chinese
Communist Party, across our southern
border. We cannot allow more enforce-
ment gaps for deadly drug smuggling.

That is why I have introduced legis-
lation to add drug smuggling as an ad-
ditional basis for title 42 authority. It
is called the Stop Fentanyl Border
Crossings Act. Overdoses have become
an epidemic in America. This legisla-
tion would allow the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to use title
42 to combat substantial dangerous
drug trafficking across the border. This
bill would give Border Patrol a nec-
essary tool to focus on stopping drug
traffickers.

According to the CDC, drug overdose
deaths reached another record high
last year. Nearly 107,000 Americans
died, many from fentanyl and other
synthetic opioids coming across this
southern border. We desperately need
title 42 to aid in the fight against this
drug epidemic.

Without this authority, the record-
breaking border crisis, and the deadly
drug overdose crisis that it fuels, will
become unimaginably worse.

Therefore, Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions be discharged from further con-
sideration of S. 3959 and the Senate
proceed to its immediate consider-
ation; further, that the bill be consid-
ered read a third time and passed and
that the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Senator from Washington.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, re-
serving the right to object, let me just
say at the start, title 42 is a public
health tool, and how it is used should
be guided by public health experts,
looking at data, looking at science—
not politicians looking to score polit-
ical points.

And let’s be clear, drug trafficking is
a serious problem and one we do have
law enforcement agencies responsible
for. We should leave that work to them
and support their efforts. But instead
of proposing real legislative solutions
to address drug trafficking based on
what will keep people safe, Republicans
want to use title 42 now as the means
to keep out anyone seeking asylum and
create a political talking point.

And while I welcome the opportunity
to work with my Republican colleague
on serious bipartisan solutions to ad-
dress drug trafficking, I object to this
at this time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The Senator from Tennessee.

Mr. HAGERTY. Mr. President, my
Democratic colleague is objecting to
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legislation that simply gives the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services
the authority to limit border crossings
when necessary to combat substantial,
dangerous illicit drug smuggling.

It doesn’t provide authority to stop
all asylum claims. It only applies
where substantial illicit drug smug-
gling is endangering public health.
More than 100,000 Americans are dying
annually of drug overdoses, many of
which result from drug smuggling at
our southern border.

The legislation isn’t a mandate. It is
a tool to help save American lives
whenever that is possible. Everyone ac-
knowledges that an already record-
breaking crisis will get far worse with-
out title 42. American lives and com-
munities hang in the balance. Yet my
colleagues across the aisle are cat-
egorically opposed to a commonsense
policy to address this glaring problem.
It begs the question: What do Demo-
crats propose that we do in response to
this title 42 ruling? refuse to deal with
the problem? hope this crisis won’t spi-
ral further out of control? These are
not acceptable answers.

More broadly, is any volume of ille-
gal immigration or drug overdose
deaths adequate to get this administra-
tion to secure the border? How much
longer will we allow our broken border
policies to be manipulated by a crimi-
nal alliance between the Chinese com-
munists and the billion-dollar Mexican
drug cartels that are shipping huge
quantities of deadly illegal drugs into
the United States across our southern
border?

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Dakota.

———

GRANTING A FEDERAL CHARTER
TO THE NATIONAL AMERICAN
INDIAN VETERANS, INCOR-
PORATED

VAWA TECHNICAL AMENDMENT
ACT OF 2022

Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, I rise to
discuss bipartisan legislation that I
have introduced with Senator LUJAN
which would grant a Federal charter to
the National American Indian Vet-
erans, Incorporated, known as NAIV.

The NAIV was chartered in 2004, with
headquarters located on the Cheyenne
River Sioux Tribal Reservation in
South Dakota. The NAIV was origi-
nally established as the result of a re-
quest by former Senators Akaka,
Inouye, and Nighthorse Campbell dur-
ing a Senate Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee in 2004.

At that time, no Native American
veterans organization had ever re-
ceived a congressional charter. Sadly,
that remains the case today, nearly 20
years later. But that omission would be
fixed by this legislation.

The NAIV is a nonprofit, nonpartisan
organization that operates solely for
charitable, literary, educational, sci-
entific, patriotic, and civil improve-
ment purposes. It provides a voice to
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Native American veterans whose
unique needs are not always rep-
resented adequately by other organiza-
tions.

Native Americans are the highest
serving race per capita in the U.S.
Armed Forces, often serving at a rate
five times over the national average,
and have served with distinction in
every U.S. conflict over the last 200
years. They also have some of the high-
est concentration of women service-
members. According to a 2020 VA sta-
tistics report, there are over 140,000 Na-
tive American veterans across the Na-
tion today. Discussions with Tribal
leaders would indicate that this num-
ber is most likely an undercount and
the true number likely approaches
200,000.

The NAIV serves the interests and
needs of Native veterans in all 50
States. It conducts activities in col-
laboration with its national leadership
and its 14 regional offices. Tribes ro-
tate to host regional and State NAIV
meetings. This is all done in a decen-
tralized manner, respecting the inde-
pendence and sovereignty of all Tribal
nations.

NAIV often has been the only na-
tional Native American veterans orga-
nization invited to testify before Con-
gress on issues facing Native veterans
nationwide. NAIV works to make sure
that our Native American veterans re-
ceive the benefits, compensation, and
resources that they have earned.
Among its activities, NAIV provided
critical support for construction of an
American Indian Veterans Memorial at
the Riverside National Cemetery in
California.

In addition, COVID-19 had a signifi-
cant impact on Tribal reservations,
and the NAIV secured over 5 million
masks, thousands of gallons of hand
sanitizer, and personal protective
equipment to respond to the pandemic.
It distributed these critical resources
to over 3756 Tribes in 30 States at no
cost to our veterans or their Tribes.

NAIV also serves on the Disaster Re-
sponse and Recovery Working Group of
the FCC Broadband Deployment Advi-
sory Committee and has been a tireless
advocate of providing broadband access
to Tribal communities throughout the
Nation.

Last week, we celebrated Veterans
Day, an opportunity to honor our vet-
erans for their service. Also, last week,
we finally saw the dedication of the
National Native American Veterans
Memorial on the National Mall here in
DC. While the Native American Vet-
erans Memorial actually opened in
2020, due to COVID, the dedication did
not occur until this year.

I believe we have the opportunity
today to address another overdue rec-
ognition of our Native American vet-
erans by finally approving the Federal
charter for the National American In-
dian Veterans, Incorporated, to recog-
nize all the work the organization does
on behalf of our Native American vet-
erans.
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Mr. President, notwithstanding rule
XXII, I ask unanimous consent that
the Committee on the Judiciary be dis-
charged from further consideration of
S. 17256 and the Senate proceed to its
immediate consideration; further, that
the bill be considered read a third time
and passed, and that the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Hawaii.

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, reserv-
ing the right to object—Senator
ROUNDS, I do not object to the sub-
stance of your bill. As a member of the
Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee, I
am very much in favor of the contribu-
tions made to our country by Native
Americans and certainly the Native
American veterans. However, for a long
time, I have been trying to get a very
simple technical fix to the Violence
Against Women Act that would allow
Native Hawaiian organizations to serve
Native Hawaiian women.

As we all know, VAWA provides sup-
port to survivors of domestic violence,
sexual assault, sex trafficking, dating
violence, and stalking. Tragically, Na-
tive women across the country—that
would be Alaskan Natives, Native Ha-
waiians, American Indian women—ex-
perience disproportionately higher lev-
els of sexual violence, which is why
VAWA includes STOP grants to pro-
vide funding for eligible Native organi-
zations, nonprofits, including Native
Hawaiian organizations, to serve Na-
tive women.

However, in spite of the fact that Na-
tive Hawaiian women are represented
among the disproportionately high
number of survivors of gender-based vi-
olence and sex trafficking, and despite
the fact that Native Hawaiian organi-
zations are eligible for these grants, be-
cause of a drafting oversight, these Na-
tive Hawaiian organizations eligible
for these grants cannot serve the Na-
tive Hawaiian community.

It would likely shock many of my
colleagues to learn about the gender-
based violence and sex trafficking
numbers in Hawaii and of sex traf-
ficking survivors in Hawaii. Over 70
percent are Native Hawaiian women
and girls. But yet, Native Hawaiian or-
ganizations cannot actually serve Na-
tive Hawaiian women through these
grants.

By passing this simple technical fix,
we can ensure that Native Hawaiian
women can access the benefits and sup-
port included in the critical Violence
Against Women Act.

I am very glad that my colleague
from Hawaii is presiding as we have
this debate.

So now I would ask if the Senator
would modify his request so that im-
mediately following the disposition of
S. 1725, the Senate proceed to the im-
mediate consideration of S. 7, which
was introduced earlier today; further,
that the bill be considered read a third
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time and passed, and the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate?
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to the modification?
Without objection, it is so ordered.
Is there objection to the request, as
modified?
Without objection, it is so ordered.
The bill (S. 1725) to grant a Federal
charter to the National American In-
dian Veterans, Incorporated, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed as follows:
S. 1725
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. RECOGNITION AS CORPORATION AND
GRANT OF FEDERAL CHARTER FOR
NATIONAL AMERICAN INDIAN VET-
ERANS, INCORPORATED.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Part B of subtitle II of
title 36, United States Code, is amended by
inserting after chapter 1503 the following:

“CHAPTER 1504—NATIONAL AMERICAN
INDIAN VETERANS, INCORPORATED

‘“Sec.

¢‘150401.
¢¢150402.
¢<150403.
¢¢150404.
¢‘150405.
¢¢150406.
¢<150407.
¢¢150408.

Organization.

Purposes.

Membership.

Board of directors.

Officers.

Nondiscrimination.

Powers.

Exclusive right to name, seals, em-
blems, and badges.

Restrictions.

Duty to maintain tax-exempt status.

Records and inspection.

Service of process.

Liability for acts of officers and
agents.

Failure to comply with require-
ments.

¢“150415. Annual report.

“§150401 Organization

“The National American Indian Veterans,
Incorporated, a nonprofit corporation orga-
nized in the United States (referred to in this
chapter the ‘corporation’), is a federally
chartered corporation.

“§150402. Purposes

‘“The purposes of the corporation are those
stated in the articles of incorporation, con-
stitution, and bylaws of the corporation, and
include a commitment—

‘(1) to uphold and defend the Constitution
of the United States while respecting the
sovereignty of the American Indian Nations;

‘(2) to unite under one body all American
Indian veterans who served in the Armed
Forces of United States;

“(3) to be an advocate on behalf of all
American Indian veterans without regard to
whether they served during times of peace,
conflict, or war;

‘“(4) to promote social welfare (including
educational, economic, social, physical, and
cultural values and traditional healing) in
the United States by encouraging the growth
and development, readjustment, self-respect,
self-confidence, contributions, and self-iden-
tity of American Indian veterans;

‘“(5) to serve as an advocate for the needs
of American Indian veterans and their fami-
lies and survivors in their dealings with all
Federal and State government agencies;

‘“(6) to promote, support, and utilize re-
search, on a nonpartisan basis, pertaining to
the relationship between American Indian
veterans and American society; and

£¢150409.
¢150410.
°150411.
150412.
150413.

°150414.
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“(7T) to provide technical assistance to the
Bureau of Indian Affairs regional areas that
are not served by any veterans committee or
organization or program by—

‘“(A) providing outreach service to Indian
Tribes in need; and

‘(B) training and educating Tribal Vet-
erans Service Officers for Indian Tribes in
need.

“§150403. Membership

‘““Subject to section 150406, eligibility for
membership in the corporation, and the
rights and privileges of members, shall be as
provided in the constitution and bylaws of
the corporation.

“§ 150404. Board of directors

‘““Subject to section 150406, the board of di-
rectors of the corporation, and the respon-
sibilities of the board, shall be as provided in
the constitution and bylaws of the corpora-
tion and in conformity with the laws under
which the corporation is incorporated.

“§150405. Officers

‘“‘Subject to section 150406, the officers of
the corporation, and the election of such of-
ficers, shall be as provided in the constitu-
tion and bylaws of the corporation and in
conformity with the laws of the jurisdiction
under which the corporation is incorporated.

“§150406. Nondiscrimination

“In establishing the conditions of member-
ship in the corporation, and in determining
the requirements for serving on the board of
directors or as an officer of the corporation,
the corporation may not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, sex, national or-
igin, handicap, or age.

“§150407. Powers

““The corporation shall have only those
powers granted the corporation through its
articles of incorporation, constitution, and
bylaws, which shall conform to the laws of
the jurisdiction under which the corporation
is incorporated.

“§150408. Exclusive right to name, seals, em-
blems, and badges

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The corporation shall
have the sole and exclusive right to use the
names ‘National American Indian Veterans,
Incorporated’ and ‘National American Indian
Veterans’, and such seals, emblems, and
badges as the corporation may lawfully
adopt.

‘“(b) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section
interferes or conflicts with any established
or vested rights.

“§150409. Restrictions

‘‘(a) STOCK AND DIVIDENDS.—The corpora-
tion may not—

‘(1) issue any shares of stock; or

¢“(2) declare or pay any dividends.

*“(b) DISTRIBUTION OF INCOME OR ASSETS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The income or assets of
the corporation may not—

‘“(A) inure to any person who is a member,
officer, or director of the corporation; or

‘(B) be distributed to any such person dur-
ing the life of the charter granted by this
chapter.

‘“(2) EFrECT.—Nothing in this subsection
prevents the payment of reasonable com-
pensation to the officers of the corporation,
or reimbursement for actual and necessary
expenses, in amounts approved by the board
of directors.

‘“(c) LOANS.—The corporation may not
make any loan to any officer, director, mem-
ber, or employee of the corporation.

“(d) No FEDERAL ENDORSEMENT.—The cor-
poration may not claim congressional ap-
proval or Federal Government authority by
virtue of the charter granted by this chapter
for any of the activities of the corporation.
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“§150410. Duty to maintain tax-exempt status

““The corporation shall maintain its status
as an organization exempt from taxation
under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.
“§150411. Records and inspection

‘“(a) RECORDS.—The corporation
keep—

‘(1) correct and complete books
records of accounts;

‘(2) minutes of any proceeding of the cor-
poration involving any of member of the cor-
poration, the board of directors, or any com-
mittee having authority under the board of
directors; and

‘“(3) at the principal office of the corpora-
tion, a record of the names and addresses of
all members of the corporation having the
right to vote.

“(b) INSPECTION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—AI1l books and records of
the corporation may be inspected by any
member having the right to vote, or by any
agent or attorney of such a member, for any
proper purpose, at any reasonable time.

‘(2) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section con-
travenes—

‘“(A) the laws of the jurisdiction under
which the corporation is incorporated; or

‘“(B) the laws of those jurisdictions within
the United States and its territories within
which the corporation carries out activities
in furtherance of the purposes of the cor-
poration.

“§150412. Service of process

“With respect to service of process, the
corporation shall comply with the laws of—

‘(1) the jurisdiction under which the cor-
poration is incorporated; and

‘“(2) those jurisdictions within the United
States and its territories within which the
corporation carries out activities in further-
ance of the purposes of the corporation.

“§150413. Liability for acts of officers and
agents

“The corporation shall be liable for the
acts of the officers and agents of the corpora-
tion acting within the scope of their author-
ity.

“§150414. Failure to comply with require-
ments

“If the corporation fails to comply with
any of the requirements of this chapter, in-
cluding the requirement under section 150410
to maintain its status as an organization ex-
empt from taxation, the charter granted by
this chapter shall expire.

“§150415. Annual report

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The corporation shall
submit to Congress an annual report describ-
ing the activities of the corporation during
the preceding fiscal year.

‘“(b) SUBMITTAL DATE.—Each annual report
under this section shall be submitted at the
same time as the report of the audit of the
corporation required by section 10101(b).

“(c) REPORT NOT PUBLIC DOCUMENT.—No
annual report under this section shall be
printed as a public document.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
chapters for subtitle II of title 36, United
States Code, is amended by inserting after
the item relating to chapter 1503 the fol-
lowing:

shall

and

¢1504. National American Indian
Veterans, Incorporated ................ceeeeeee

A bill (S. 7) to make a technical
amendment to the Violence Against
Women Act of 1994, and for other pur-
poses was ordered to be engrossed for a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed as follows:

150401,
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S.17

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “VAWA Tech-
nical Amendment Act of 2022"".

SEC. 2. GRANTS TO COMBAT VIOLENT CRIMES.

(a) AMENDMENT.—Section 2001(d) of title I
of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe
Streets Act of 1968 (34 U.S.C. 10441(d)) is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘or
Native Hawaiian’ after ‘‘Indian’’;

(B) in subparagarph (B), by inserting
Native Hawaiian’ after ‘‘Indian’’;

(C) in subparagraph (C)—

(i) by inserting ‘‘or Native Hawaiian com-
munities’ after ‘“‘tribal communities’’; and

(ii) by inserting ‘‘or Native Hawaiian”
after “‘Indian’’; and

(D) in subparagraph (D)—

(i) by inserting ‘‘or Native Hawaiian com-
munities” after ‘“‘Indian tribes’’; and

(ii) by inserting ‘‘or Native Hawaiian”’
after ‘‘against Indian’’;

(2) in paragraph (2)—

(A) in subparagraph (A)(iii), by inserting
“or Native Hawaiian communities” after
“Indian tribes’’; and

(B) in subparagraph (B), by inserting ‘‘or
Native Hawaiian communities’ after ‘‘Indian
tribes’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘(6) NATIVE HAWAIIAN DEFINED.—In this
subsection, the term ‘Native Hawaiian’ has
the meaning given that term in section 801 of
the Native American Housing Assistance and
Self-Determination Act of 1996 (256 U.S.C.
4221).”.

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—Section 40002(a)(42) of the Violence
Against Women Act of 1994 (34 U.S.C.
12291(a)(42)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘, Native Hawaiian organi-
zations, or the Native Hawaiian community”’
after ‘‘Indian service providers’’;

(B) by inserting ‘‘, organizations, or com-
munities” after ‘“‘member providers’’; and

(C) by inserting ‘‘or Native Hawaiian”
after ‘‘designed to assist Indian’’; and

(2) in subparagraph (B)—

(A) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘, organiza-
tions, or communities” after ‘‘member serv-
ice providers’’; and

(B) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘or Native
Hawaiian communities” after ‘‘tribal com-
munities’’.

SEC. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act shall become effective one day
after enactment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Dakota.

Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, I want-
ed to say how pleased I am to finally
see this bill pass the U.S. Senate. I
want to underscore, again, the situa-
tion of recognizing the important work
done by the NAIV to benefit our Native
American veterans.

I particularly want to recognize the
work done by Mr. Don Loudner of
Mitchell, SD, who has led the NAIV
since its inception in 2004. Don has
served as an Army officer and is a com-
bat veteran of the Korean war. He
served with my father in the National
Guard in South Dakota, as well. He
also served in the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs and the Census Bureau and has
spent decades supporting our Native
American veterans. I want to thank
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him for his 70 years of service to our
Nation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Hawaii.

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I would
just like to commend my colleague for
his work with the Native American
veterans and for working with me to
pass S. 7, which is a very necessary bill
for Native Hawaiian women. Aloha.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Dakota.

Mr. ROUNDS. I would also like to
thank Senator HIRONO for the open
communication that we have received
in coordinating and successfully pass-
ing these pieces of legislation.

I yield the floor.

———————

RESPECT FOR MARRIAGE ACT—
MOTION TO PROCEED—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Indiana.
REMEMBERING REX EARLY

Mr. YOUNG. Mr. President, last
week, Indiana lost a legend, and Amer-
ica lost a true original. Rex Early died
Friday at age 88, after a long battle
with illness.

Rex was a lot of things in life. He was
a U.S. marine. He was chairman of the
Indiana Republican Party. He was a
candidate for Governor of the State of
Indiana. He is one of the few people in
Indiana you had to go see if you want-
ed to run for public office.

But Rex will be remembered mostly
for his sense of humor, his way with
words. Many of his stories and
“Rexisms’ can be found in his book,
“It’s a Mighty Thin Pancake (That
don’t have two sides).”

After being stationed in Japan in the
Marine Corps, Rex went to Indiana
University on the GI bill. He married
his sweetheart Barbara, and they
moved to Indianapolis.

Rex said when he first went to reg-
ister to vote in Indianapolis, the ward
chairman said: Do you want to be a
precinct committeeman? The last guy
just went to jail.

Of course, Rex responded quickly
“Sure,” and that is how he got in-
volved in local politics—or so Rex told
us.

Now, Rex said that one of the high-
lights of his professional career came
during Ronald Reagan’s Presidential
campaign when Rex hosted an event at
his home for the future President. Rex
said he was considering hanging a
plaque that read ‘““‘On May 4, 1980, Ron-
ald Reagan used this bathroom.”

But as Reagan left his house that
day, Governor Reagan told Rex, ‘‘All
those people were wrong, Rex.”’

Rex said, ‘“What people?”’

Governor Reagan said, ‘‘All the peo-
ple who said you had no class.”

So Rex decided not to hang that
plaque in his bathroom.

The Republican Party in Indiana
today has enjoyed a long period of gov-
erning success, helping our State be-
come one of the best run and most fis-
cally sound in the Nation. You can
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trace that success directly back to
work Rex Early put in in the early
1990s.

One of Rex’s 19 rules of politics was
“You might be important, but the
number of people who will attend your
funeral will be dictated by the weath-
er.” I don’t understand what Rex was
trying to say. Don’t think too highly of
yourself—perhaps that is what Rex had
in mind. Don’t become, as Rex would
call you, a ‘‘sophisti-suck.”

But I disagree with Rex perhaps on
this point. Rex’s memorial service was
well attended and not because the
weather was good but because he made
an indelible impression on everyone he
met.

Semper fi, Marine.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
KING). The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. ERNST. I ask unanimous consent
to use a prop during my remarks.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

INFLATION

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, Thanks-
giving is just a week away, and, of
course, we will have turkey—or so we
thought. In these difficult times as
Americans, we all have a lot to be
thankful for.

I am so proud of my daughter Libby
and grateful for my brandnew son-in-
law Andrew. I am thankful for being
selected by my fellow Iowans to have
the privilege of representing each of
them in the U.S. Senate. And I know I
speak on behalf of all ITowans when I
express the most heartfelt gratitude
for every one of the brave men and
women who have served in the Armed
Forces of our great Nation, risking ev-
erything to protect what we all hold
dear.

Thanksgiving is the day set aside for
us to gather with family and friends to
express our gratitude for all of our
blessings with a grand feast. When
most of us think of Thanksgiving trim-
mings, delicious sides like cranberry
sauce—one of my favorites—sweet po-
tatoes, green beans, mashed potatoes
and gravy, and stuffing all come to
mind. But this year, as a result of
Bidenomics, Thanksgiving trimmings
refer instead to the items being cut
from the menu due to rising prices.

With the cost of Thanksgiving dinner
up 20 percent since last year, 9 out of 10
Americans are planning to eliminate at
least one dish from their menu. Some
are even skipping the turkey alto-
gether and serving cheaper alternatives
like pizza. Most are also planning to in-
vite fewer guests, and one in four plans
to pass on Thanksgiving dinner alto-
gether to save money.

Hard-working Americans shouldn’t
have to trim the guest list or side
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dishes from Thanksgiving dinner, but
with the out-of-control inflation being
caused by the Democrats’ failed eco-
nomic policies gobbling up our family
budgets, that is exactly what is hap-
pening.

So let’s talk turkey. Turkey costs 21
percent more this Thanksgiving than
last. As a matter of fact, the chairman
of the Democrats’ Congressional Cam-
paign Committee said families strug-
gling with these rising prices should
eat Chef Boyardee. That is what he
said. If that is the Democrats’ solution,
boy are we cooked. Chef Boyardee? No.
Chef Boy-are-we-cooked. What did his
constituents think of this idea? On
election day, they canned him.

Instead of Chef Boyardee, Wash-
ington needs to serve up some real so-
lutions to cut the causes of climbing
costs. Beginning on his very first day
in office, President Biden made it a pri-
ority to turn off American-made en-
ergy. This has been a recipe for dis-
aster, with energy prices increasing
nearly 18 percent just this last year.

According to the nonpartisan Con-
gressional Budget Office, the Demo-
crats’ so-called Inflation Reduction Act
will even further increase the cost of
natural gas, which will have a direct
impact on food prices because natural
gas is a key component for producing
fertilizer, which is already costing our
farmers two to four times more today
than just 2 years ago. The Biden ad-
ministration is also bringing out left-
over land use rules from the Obama era
that will impose costly and bureau-
cratic regulations on farmers that will
also impact food costs. This certainly
is no way to show gratitude towards
those who grow the food we rely upon
to feed our families on Thanksgiving
and every other day.

Folks, let’s bring down costs by
sticking a fork in these inflation-caus-
ing laws and burdensome regulations
that the Democrats keep dishing out.

Bidenomics is going to be the real
turkey at this year’s gathering, but I
sure hope the bigger bite it is taking
out of your budget doesn’t put you in a
“fowl” mood when we all have so many
other things to be thankful for.

Happy Thanksgiving.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 14

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise to
make a unanimous consent request in
regards to legislation that has already
been passed by the committees of au-
thorization.

This is a bill that deals with fighting
corruption globally. I need not remind
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