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States of Micronesia, the Republic of
Marshall Islands, and the Republic of
Palau.

Corals serve myriad ecosystem func-
tions, which include serving as a source
of food, a place for recreation and tour-
ism, a source for coastal protection,
and an important part of local cultural
practices, to name a few. A number of
studies have been conducted to place a
monetary value on the importance of
coral reef ecosystems in Hawaii. A U.S.
Geological Survey, USGS, study pub-
lished in 2019 estimated the flood pro-
tection value of coral reefs in Hawaii
alone at $836 million annually. When
accounting for all U.S. coral reefs, so
those in the waters of Hawaii, Florida,
Guam, American Samoa, Puerto Rico,
the U.S. Virgin Islands, and the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, the same study estimated the
flood protection value to increase to
$1.8 billion. Another study published by
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, NOAA, in 2011 esti-
mated the total economic value of Ha-
waii coral reefs to the American people
to be $33.57 billion. There is no doubt
the importance of corals to our Nation.

Unfortunately, there are currently a
number of variables that are threat-
ening the health of our Nation’s coral
reefs. These variables include climate
change-driven warming of ocean tem-
peratures and ocean acidification,
unsustainable fishing, and pollution.
As a result of global bleaching events
and disease outbreaks corals are pro-
jected to decline significantly over the
coming decades.

In an effort to mitigate the impacts
of declining coral health, this no-cost
bill prioritizes programs that address
communities, environments, or indus-
tries that are in distress due to the de-
cline or degradation of coral reef eco-
systems. Allowing Federal Agencies on
the U.S. Coral Reef Task Force to
enter into private-public partnerships
via prize competitions, as this bill
does, will allow for the advancement of
innovative research that will advance
our Nation’s ability to preserve, sus-
tain, and restore coral reef ecosystems.

Time is running out to ensure that
coral reef ecosystems remain the vi-
brant habitats that so many aspects of
our society’s functioning have come to
rely upon. Innovative solutions at no
extra cost to the American people,
such as those supported by this bill,
are desperately needed to reverse the
damage that our Nation’s coral reef
ecosystems have experienced over the
past decades to ensure that they will
be around to benefit Americans in the
coming decades.

By Mr. REED (for himself and
Mr. YOUNG):

S. 5202. A bill to amend the Adult
Education and Family Literacy Act
and the Workforce Innovation and Op-
portunity Act to strengthen adult edu-
cation; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, we have a
longstanding adult literacy crisis that
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affects the quality of life for individ-
uals and families and holds our econ-
omy back. It is time for a major expan-
sion of adult education. Today, I am
proud to introduce bipartisan legisla-
tion—the Adult Education Workforce
Opportunity and Reskilling for Knowl-
edge and Success Act, or the Adult
Education WORKS Act—with my col-
league Senator YOUNG.

Adult education provides numeracy,
literacy, digital literacy, English lan-
guage skills, work readiness, soft
skills, high school equivalency, and nu-
merous wraparound services to mil-
lions of adult learners nationwide—all
essential skills. They can be the dif-
ference between earning a family-sus-
taining wage and struggling to make
ends meet. A study commissioned by
the Barbara Bush Foundation esti-
mated that getting all U.S. adults to
the equivalent of a sixth grade reading
level would generate an additional $2.2
trillion in annual income for the coun-
try. Without the opportunities pro-
vided through adult education pro-
grams, many adults will be left on the
sidelines.

According to recent National Center
for Education Statistics, NCES, data,
43 million adults are low-skilled in lit-
eracy and 62.7 million adults are low-
skilled in numeracy. Building a sus-
tainable economy that truly works for
everyone is going to require helping
these individuals acquire the basic
skills they need to succeed. Unfortu-
nately, we are reaching only a fraction
of these individuals today. According
to the Department of Education, at
current funding levels, adult education
programs only serve about 1.1 million
people, and an estimated one-third of
local adult education providers have
waiting lists.

The Adult Education WORKS Act
provides a roadmap for addressing this
crisis. It calls for increased resources,
doubling funding for adult education
by 2026. At the same time, it makes
significant improvements to the adult
education system. It calls for a new
emphasis on digital and information
literacy, which are critical for success
in the workplace and in navigating ev-
eryday life. It enhances the role of
adult education providers, with a spe-
cial focus on public libraries and com-
munity-based organizations, through-
out the workforce development system,
ensuring coordination and efficient use
of resources. It invests in the
professionalization of the adult edu-
cation field, strengthening State cer-
tification policies, encouraging full-
time staffing models, and expanding
professional development opportunities
and career pathways for adult edu-
cators. It provides support for college
and career navigators in public librar-
ies and community-based organizations
to support adult learners where they
live. Finally, it invests in innovation
and accountability through pilot
projects that test new approaches to
measuring program performance and
learner outcomes.
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In developing this legislation, Sen-
ator YOUNG and I worked closely with
key stakeholders working on the
frontlines in the adult education com-
munity. I am pleased to count the
American Library Association, the
Center for Law and Social Policy, the
Coalition on Adult Basic Education,
the National Coalition for Literacy,
ProLiteracy, and TESOL among the
supporters of this legislation.

I urge my colleagues to cosponsor
this legislation and work with us to en-
sure it is part of any legislation to re-
authorize the Workforce Innovation
and Opportunity Act.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 862—CALL-
ING FOR THE DISSOLUTION OF
THE BIASED UNITED NATIONS
INDEPENDENT INTERNATIONAL
COMMISSION OF INQUIRY ON
THE OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN
TERRITORY, INCLUDING EAST
JERUSALEM, AND ISRAEL

Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr.
HAGERTY) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:
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Whereas, shortly after the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict in May 2021, the United Na-
tions Human Rights Council (UNHRC)
launched an open-ended investigation into
the actions of Israel during the conflict;

Whereas the investigation, which serves to
discredit the only Jewish state, is likely to
further fuel anti-Semitism worldwide;

Whereas the mandate of the United Na-
tions Independent International Commission
of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Terri-
tory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel
(referred to in this preamble as the ‘“‘Com-
mission’) is to investigate in the West Bank,
Gaza, East Jerusalem, and Israel all alleged
violations of international humanitarian law
and all alleged violations and abuses of
international human rights law leading up to
and since April 13, 2021;

Whereas the creation of the Commission is
consistent with the continued bias of the
UNHRC against Israel and the dispropor-
tionate use of resources in an ongoing cam-
paign to disparage, discredit, and denounce
Israel;

Whereas, on October 16, 2021, after the
United States was reelected to the UNHRC,
Secretary of State Antony Blinken stated
that the UNHRC ‘‘suffers from serious flaws,
including disproportionate attention on
Israel” and that the United States and other
countries ‘“‘must push back against attempts
to subvert the ideals upon which the Human
Rights Council was founded’’;

Whereas, on March 28, 2022, Senator Cardin
and Senator Portman led a bipartisan group
of 68 Senators in a letter urging the Biden
administration to prioritize reversing the
discriminatory and unwarranted treatment
of Israel by the UNHRC by leading a multi-
national effort in the UNHRC and in the
United Nations to end the Commission;

Whereas the Commission released a report
on June 7, 2022, stating that ‘‘the continued
occupation by Israel of Palestinian territory
and discrimination against Palestinians are
the key root causes of the recurrent ten-
sions, instability and protraction of conflict
in the region’’;
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Whereas the report was presented at the
50th session of the UNHRC on June 13, 2022,
and concluded by stating that the Commis-
sion will conduct investigations and legal
analysis into alleged violations and abuses
by Israel and will work with judicial ac-
countability mechanisms toward ensuring
individual, state, and corporate account-
ability;

Whereas, on October 20, 2022, the Commis-
sion released a report to the United Nations
General Assembly, stating that ‘‘Israeli oc-
cupation of Palestinian territory is now un-
lawful under international law due to its per-
manence and the Israeli Government’s de-
facto annexation policies’ and urged that
the issue to be referred to the International
Court of Justice;

Whereas, on November 11, 2022, the United
Nations General Assembly Fourth Com-
mittee voted by a margin of 98 in favor, 17
opposed, and 52 abstentions to urgently seek
an advisory opinion from the International
Court of Justice on the ‘‘prolonged occupa-
tion, settlement and annexation of Pales-
tinian territory’’ by Israel; and

Whereas one-sided reporting by the Com-
mission continues to attack Israel, while ig-
noring the continued violence committed by
Hamas and other Palestinian terrorist
groups: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) calls for the Secretary of State to con-
tinue to work robustly toward the dissolu-
tion of the biased United Nations Inde-
pendent International Commission of In-
quiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem, and Israel (re-
ferred to in this resolution as the ‘‘Commis-
sion’’) to allow the United Nations Human
Rights Council to focus on the many situa-
tions around the world that warrant a thor-
ough and even-handed examination;

(2) supports efforts by the Secretary of
State to continue to reduce the budget of the
Commission until it is eliminated;

(3) believes that eliminating the Commis-
sion is an opportunity to fulfill the pledge
made at the 76th session of the United Na-
tions General Assembly Fifth Committee by
Ambassador Patrick F. Kennedy that ‘‘the
U.S. stands with Israel in rejecting the un-
precedented open-ended mandate of this
Commission of Inquiry, which perpetuates a
practice of unfairly singling out Israel in the
U.N.”; and

(4) opposes the persistent anti-Israel bias
of the United Nations Human Rights Council
and other international organizations.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 863—DESIG-
NATING NOVEMBER 2022 AS “NA-
TIONAL LUNG CANCER AWARE-
NESS MONTH” AND EXPRESSING
SUPPORT FOR EARLY DETEC-
TION AND TREATMENT OF LUNG
CANCER

Ms. SMITH (for herself and Mr.
RUBIO) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:
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Whereas lung cancer is the leading cause of
cancer-related death among individuals in
the United States, accounting for more
deaths than colon cancer, breast cancer, and
prostate cancer combined;

Whereas it is estimated that, in 2022,
236,740 individuals in the United States will
be diagnosed with lung cancer, and 130,180 in-
dividuals (approximately 350 individuals per
day) will die from the disease;

Whereas 1 in 16 men and 1 in 17 women in
the United States will develop lung cancer
during their lifetimes;
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Whereas the rate of lung cancer diagnosis
in women in the United States has increased
by 79 percent over the past 44 years, each
year more women die from lung cancer than
breast cancer, and, by 2035, it is estimated
that more women will die from lung cancer
than men;

Whereas disparities in lung cancer screen-
ing, diagnosis, treatment, and mortality are
well-documented, and Black men have the
highest incidence of lung cancer and the
highest mortality rate from lung cancer of
any racial or ethnic group in the United
States;

Whereas, in 2022, lung cancer in individuals
who have never smoked is estimated to ac-
count for 20,700 deaths in the United States,
according to the American Cancer Society;

Whereas women who have never smoked
are more likely to be diagnosed with lung
cancer than men who have never smoked;

Whereas, in the United States, the propor-
tion of lung cancers diagnosed in individuals
who have never smoked is increasing;

Whereas the 5-year survival rate for local-
ized lung cancer is 61 percent, yet only 19
percent of lung cancers are diagnosed at this
stage, while a majority of lung cancer cases
are diagnosed at the distant stage, for which
the 5-year survival rate is 7 percent;

Whereas screening individuals at high risk
of lung cancer using low-dose computed to-
mography can detect lung cancer earlier
than other forms of screening and ultimately
save lives;

Whereas over 1,000,000 veterans are eligible
for lung cancer screening, but less than 3
percent undergo lung cancer screening by
low-dose computed tomography;

Whereas lung cancer screening can effec-
tively reduce lung cancer mortality, but, an-
nually, only 4.5 percent of individuals in the
United States at risk for lung cancer under-
go lung cancer screening with low-dose com-
puted tomography;

Whereas current lung cancer screening
guidelines help identify cancer early for indi-
viduals at high risk of lung cancer, leading
to a higher likelihood of successful treat-
ment, but can preclude screening for individ-
uals who develop lung cancer, including indi-
viduals who have never smoked but have
other risk factors, such as family history of
lung cancer, exposure to secondhand smoke,
or exposure to radon, which is the second
leading cause of lung cancer; and

Whereas educational efforts can increase
awareness of lung cancer and lung cancer
screening among the general public, patients
and their families, and health care workers,
thereby increasing the early detection of
lung cancer: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates November 2022 as ‘‘National
Lung Cancer Awareness Month”’;

(2) supports the purposes and ideals of Na-
tional Lung Cancer Awareness Month;

(3) promotes efforts to increase awareness
of, and education about, lung cancer among
individuals in the United States;

(4) champions efforts to increase lung can-
cer screening by raising awareness among,
and improving access for, individuals who
are eligible for lung cancer screening;

(5) recognizes the need for research on the
early screening, diagnosis, and treatment of
lung cancer; and

(6) encourages the people of the United
States to observe National Lung Cancer
Awareness Month with appropriate aware-
ness and educational activities.

————
AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I have
two requests for committees to meet
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during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, December 7,
2022, at 10 a.m., to conduct a business
meeting.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, De-
cember 7, 2022, at 10 a.m., to conduct a
business meeting.

——————

PROVIDING FOR CERTAIN WHIS-
TLEBLOWER INCENTIVES AND
PROTECTIONS

Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S. 3316 and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 3316) to provide for certain whis-
tleblower incentives and protections.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Ms. HASSAN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Grassley substitute
amendment be considered and agreed
to and the bill be considered read a
third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 6507), in the na-
ture of a substitute, was agreed to as
follows:

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Anti-Money

Laundering  Whistleblower Improvement

Act”.

SEC. 2. WHISTLEBLOWER INCENTIVES AND PRO-
TECTIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 5323 of title 31,
United States Code, as amended by section
6314 of the Anti-Money Laundering Act of
2020 (division F of Public Law 116-283) is
amended by striking subsection (b) and in-
serting the following:

“(b) AWARDS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In any covered judicial
or administrative action, or related action,
the Secretary, under regulations prescribed
by the Secretary, in consultation with the
Attorney General and subject to subsection
(c), shall pay an award or awards to 1 or
more whistleblowers who voluntarily pro-
vided original information to the employer
of the individual, the Secretary, or the At-
torney General, as applicable, that led to the
successful enforcement of the covered judi-
cial or administrative action, or related ac-
tion, in an aggregate amount equal to—
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