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Whereas a Taliban judge, Gul Rahim, stat-
ed in July 2021 that ‘‘[flor homosexuals,
there can only be two punishments: either
stoning or he must stand behind a wall that
will fall down on him,” and a spokesman for
the Ministry of Finance of Afghanistan
noted that LGBT rights would not be re-
spected under the Taliban’s interpretation of
Sharia law; and

Whereas, in 2022, many LGBTQI individ-
uals in Afghanistan are forced to live in hid-
ing due to reports of threats and attacks
against such individuals in the community:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) stands in solidarity with the people of
Afghanistan and with vulnerable groups in-
cluding women and children, religious and
ethnic minorities, lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, queer, and intersex (LGBTQI)
persons, civil society actors, journalists, and
other at-risk populations in Afghanistan;

(2) reaffirms the longstanding commitment
of the United States to advance human
rights worldwide;

(3) calls on the Taliban to uphold the pro-
tection of universal human rights, including
the commitments set forth in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and enshrined
in the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, to which Afghanistan is a
party;

(4) encourages the executive branch to con-
tinue to call for the protection of women and
children, religious and ethnic minorities,
civil society actors, journalists, and LGBTQI
persons under Taliban rule;

(5) calls for the international community
to condemn human rights violations com-
mitted by the Taliban;

(6) reaffirms the commitment of the
United States to support Afghan civil soci-
ety, individuals who assisted with the war ef-
forts of the United States and allies of the
United States, and individuals who advocate
for universal human rights; and

(7) calls on the United States Government
to work closely with the international com-
munity and nongovernmental organizations,
particularly such organizations based in Af-
ghanistan, to support at-risk Afghan minor-
ity populations and other vulnerable commu-
nities, including through efforts to stem the
growing humanitarian crisis that will dis-
proportionately impact already vulnerable
groups.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 514—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE PRESIDENT
AND THE SECRETARY OF STATE
SHOULD ENSURE THAT THE
GOVERNMENT OF CANADA DOES
NOT PERMANENTLY STORE NU-
CLEAR WASTE IN THE GREAT
LAKES BASIN

Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. PETERS, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
Mr. DURBIN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr.
BROWN, and Mrs. GILLIBRAND) sub-

mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations:

S. RES. 514

Whereas the water resources of the Great
Lakes Basin are precious public natural re-
sources shared by the Great Lakes States
and the Provinces of Canada;

Whereas, since 1909, the United States and
Canada have worked to maintain and im-
prove the water quality of the Great Lakes
through water quality agreements;

Whereas more than 40,000,000 individuals in
Canada and the United States depend on the
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fresh water from the Great Lakes for drink-
ing water;

Whereas the Government of Canada is pro-
posing to build a permanent deep geological
repository for high-level nuclear waste in the
Great Lakes Basin;

Whereas the Nuclear Waste Management
Organization of Canada is examining build-
ing a permanent deep geological repository
for nuclear waste in the Great Lakes Basin,
less than 40 miles from Lake Huron in South
Bruce, Ontario, Canada;

Whereas nuclear waste is highly toxic and
can take tens of thousands of years to de-
compose to safe levels;

Whereas a spill of nuclear waste into the
Great Lakes, including during transit to a
permanent deep geological repository for nu-
clear waste, could have lasting and severely
adverse environmental, health, and eco-
nomic impacts on the Great Lakes and the
individuals who depend on the Great Lakes
for their livelihoods;

Whereas more than 232 State, Tribal, coun-
ty, and local governments have passed reso-
lutions in opposition to the proposed nuclear
waste repository of Ontario Power Genera-
tion;

Whereas Tribes and First Nations’ citizens
have a strong spiritual and cultural connec-
tion to the Great Lakes;

Whereas the Saugeen Ojibway Nation exer-
cised its Aboriginal and treaty rights by vot-
ing against the Ontario Power Generation
building a permanent nuclear waste reposi-
tory in Kincardine, Ontario;

Whereas the protection of the Great Lakes
is fundamental to treaty rights; and

Whereas, during the 1980s, when the De-
partment of Energy was studying potential
sites for a permanent nuclear waste reposi-
tory in the United States in accordance with
the Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 (42
U.S.C. 10101 et seq.), the Government of Can-
ada expressed concern with locating a per-
manent nuclear waste repository within
shared water basins of the 2 countries: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) the Government of Canada should not
allow a permanent nuclear waste repository
to be built within the Great Lakes Basin;

(2) the President and the Secretary of
State should take appropriate action to
work with the Government of Canada to pre-
vent a permanent nuclear waste repository
from being built within the Great Lakes
Basin; and

(3) the President and the Secretary of
State should work together with their coun-
terparts in the Government of Canada on a
solution for the long-term storage of nuclear
waste that—

(A) is safe and responsible; and

(B) does not pose a threat to the Great
Lakes.

————

RESOLUTION  515—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF ‘“CAREER AND TECH-
NICAL EDUCATION MONTH”

Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mr. YOUNG,
Mr. PORTMAN, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. BENNET, Mrs. BLACKBURN,
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.
B00ZMAN, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. BROWN, Ms.
CANTWELL, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. CARPER,
Mr. CASEY, Mr. COONS, Mr. CORNYN, Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. CRAMER, Mr.
CRAPO, Mr. DAINES, Ms. DUCKWORTH,
Mr. DURBIN, Ms. ERNST, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. GRASSLEY,
Mr. HAGERTY, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. HEIN-

SENATE

S711

RICH, Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Ms. HIRONO,
Mr. HOEVEN, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr.
INHOFE, Mr. KELLY, Mr. KING, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. LUJAN, Ms.
LuMMIs, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. MERKLEY,
Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
PADILLA, Mr. PETERS, Mr. REED, Mr.
RISCH, Mr. ROMNEY, Ms. ROSEN, Mr.
ROUNDS, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SANDERS, Mr.
ScoTT of South Carolina, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Ms. SMITH, Ms. STABENOW, Mr.
TESTER, Mr. THUNE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. WARNER, Mr.
WARNOCK, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
WICKER, and Mr. WYDEN) submitted the
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:
S. REs. 515

Whereas a competitive global economy re-
quires workers who are prepared for skilled
professions;

Whereas at least 15,000,000 new workers
will be needed for the United States’ infra-
structure in the next decade, including de-
signing, building, and operating transpor-
tation, housing, utilities, and telecommuni-
cations;

Whereas the COVID-19 pandemic has dis-
placed millions of workers in the United
States and fundamentally shifted entire in-
dustries within foundational aspects of the
economy, creating significant demands for
high-quality and efficient upskilling and
reskilling opportunities to ensure a quick
and equitable recovery;

Whereas career and technical education
(referred to in this preamble as ‘“CTE’) en-
sures that competitive and skilled workers
are ready, willing, and capable of holding
jobs in high-wage, high-skill, and in-demand
career fields such as science, technology, en-
gineering, art and design, mathematics,
nursing, allied health, construction, infor-
mation technology, energy sustainability,
and many other career fields that are vital
in keeping the United States competitive in
the global economy;

Whereas CTE helps the United States meet
the very real and immediate challenges of
economic development, student achieve-
ment, and global competitiveness;

Whereas the United States has 30,000,000
jobs providing an average income of $55,000
per year that do not require a bachelor’s de-
gree yet increasingly require some level of
postsecondary education;

Whereas over 11,000,000 students are en-
rolled in CTE across the country at the sec-
ondary and postsecondary levels, with CTE
programs in thousands of CTE centers, com-
prehensive high schools, career academies,
and CTE high schools, and nearly 1,000 2-year
colleges;

Whereas CTE matches employability skills
with workforce demand and provides rel-
evant academic and technical coursework
leading to industry-recognized credentials
for secondary, postsecondary, and adult
learners;

Whereas CTE affords students the oppor-
tunity to gain the knowledge, skills, and cre-
dentials needed to secure careers in growing,
high-demand fields;

Whereas secondary CTE is associated with
a lower probability of dropping out of high
school and a higher likelihood of graduating
on-time;

Whereas, according to an American Fed-
eration of Teachers poll, 96 percent of par-
ents approve of expanding access to CTE and
other programs that prepare students for
jobs;

Whereas students at schools with highly
integrated rigorous academic and CTE pro-
grams are significantly more likely to meet
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college and career readiness benchmarks
than students at schools with less integrated
programs;

Whereas, in 2018, Congress affirmed the im-
portance of CTE by passing the Strength-
ening Career and Technical Education for
the 21st Century Act (Public Law 115-224),
which supports program improvement in sec-
ondary and postsecondary CTE programs in
all 50 States, the District of Columbia, Puer-
to Rico, the United States Virgin Islands,
and outlying areas; and

Whereas February 23, 2022, marks the 105th
anniversary of the signing of the Act of Feb-
ruary 23, 1917 (39 Stat. 929, commonly known
as the ““Smith-Hughes Vocational Education
Act of 1917’), which was the first major Fed-
eral investment in secondary CTE and laid
the foundation for the bipartisan, bicameral
support for CTE that continues as of Feb-
ruary 2022: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of February
2022 as ‘‘Career and Technical Education
Month’ to celebrate career and technical
education across the United States;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Career
and Technical Education Month;

(3) recognizes the importance of career and
technical education in preparing a well-edu-
cated and skilled workforce in the United
States; and

(4) encourages educators, school coun-
selors, guidance and career development pro-
fessionals, administrators, and parents to
promote career and technical education as a
respected option for students.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 516—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF FEB-
RUARY 7 THROUGH 11, 2022, AS
“NATIONAL SCHOOL COUNSELING
WEEK”’

Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. KING, Ms.
HIRONO, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. MARKEY,
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. BROWN, Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN, Mr. PADILLA, Ms. SMITH, Ms. HAS-
SAN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. WYDEN,
Mr. COONS, Ms. STABENOW, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. KELLY, Mrs.
SHAHEEN, and Mr. SANDERS) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 516

Whereas school counselors are more impor-
tant now than ever, as the COVID-19 pan-
demic has magnified the mental health crisis
among the youth of our Nation;

Whereas the American School Counselor
Association has designated February 7
through 11, 2022, as ‘‘National School Coun-
seling Week’’;

Whereas school counselors have long advo-
cated for equitable opportunities for all stu-
dents;

Whereas school counselors help develop
well-rounded students by guiding students
through academic learning, social and emo-
tional development, and career exploration;

Whereas personal and social growth can
help lead to increased academic achieve-
ment;

Whereas school counselors play a vital role
in ensuring that students are ready for both
college and careers;

Whereas school counselors play a vital role
in making students aware of opportunities
for financial aid and college scholarships;

Whereas school counselors assist with and
coordinate efforts to foster a positive school
climate, resulting in a safer learning envi-
ronment for all students;
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Whereas school counselors have been in-
strumental in helping students, teachers,
and parents deal with personal trauma as
well as tragedies in their communities and
the United States;

Whereas students face myriad challenges
every day, including peer pressure, bullying,
mental health issues, the deployment of fam-
ily members to serve in conflicts overseas,
and school violence;

Whereas a school counselor is one of the
few professionals in a school building who is
trained in both education and social and
emotional development;

Whereas the roles and responsibilities of
school counselors are often misunderstood;

Whereas the school counselor position is
often among the first to be eliminated to
meet budgetary constraints;

Whereas the national average ratio of stu-
dents to school counselors is 424 to 1, almost
twice the 250 to 1 ratio recommended by the
American School Counselor Association, the
National Association for College Admission
Counseling, and other organizations; and

Whereas the celebration of National
School Counseling Week will increase aware-
ness of the important and necessary role
school counselors play in the lives of stu-
dents in the United States: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of February 7
through 11, 2022, as ‘‘National School Coun-
seling Week”’; and

(2) encourages the people of the United
States to observe National School Coun-
seling Week with appropriate ceremonies
and activities that promote awareness of the
role school counselors play in schools and
the community at large in preparing stu-
dents for fulfilling lives as contributing
members of society.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 517—TO AU-
THORIZE TESTIMONY AND REP-
RESENTATION IN UNITED
STATES V. REFFITT

Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mr.
MCCONNELL) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 517

Whereas, in the case of United States v.
Reffitt, Cr. No. 21-32, pending in the United
States District Court for the District of Co-
lumbia, the prosecution has requested the
production of testimony from Daniel
Schwager, a former employee of the Office of
the Secretary of the Senate;

Whereas, pursuant to sections 703(a) and
704(a)(2) of the Ethics in Government Act of
1978, 2 U.S.C. §§288b(a) and 288c(a)(2), the
Senate may direct its counsel to represent
current and former officers and employees of
the Senate with respect to any subpoena,
order, or request for evidence relating to
their official responsibilities;

Whereas, by the privileges of the Senate of
the United States and Rule XI of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, no evidence under
the control or in the possession of the Senate
may, by the judicial or administrative proc-
ess, be taken from such control or possession
but by permission of the Senate; and

Whereas, when it appears that evidence
under the control or in the possession of the
Senate may promote the administration of
justice, the Senate will take such action as
will promote the ends of justice consistent
with the privileges of the Senate: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That Daniel Schwager, a former
employee of the Office of the Secretary of
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the Senate, is authorized to provide relevant
testimony in the case of United States v.
Reffitt, except concerning matters for which
a privilege should be asserted.

SEC. 2. The Senate Legal Counsel is author-
ized to represent Mr. Schwager and any cur-
rent or former officer or employee of his of-
fice in connection with the production of evi-
dence authorized in section one of this reso-
lution.

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I have
7 requests for committees to meet dur-
ing today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, February 15,
2022, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing
on nominations.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, February 15, 2022, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet in executive session during the
session of the Senate on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 15, 2022, to vote on nominations.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, February 15, 2022,
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, February 15, 2022,
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

The Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, February 15, 2022, at 2:30
p.m., to conduct a business meeting.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
February 15, 2022, at 2:30 p.m., to con-
duct a closed briefing.
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