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record, would you run the risk of evad-
ing Border Patrol rather than pre-
senting yourself, getting in line, being
processed and being released within a
few weeks? The reason for that is that
many of them have criminal back-
ground records.

We had 750 recently apprehended who
were documented members of gangs in
their country of origin. These are peo-
ple that are coming to this country and
quickly going to the communities that
they are most like and making those
communities less safe for the people
who are legally present or the people
who have been relocated over the past
couple of years with the flood at the
border.

You also have to understand that the
cartel—the reason the administration
has to recognize this is a crisis is the
cartels made an estimated $800 million
over the last 12 months paying a toll to
come to this country. If you are in a
Latin American country or South
American country, you are paying an
average between $5,000 to $7,000 per per-
son. If you are from China, you are
paying about $35,000. These cartels
have set up a marketing function. They
go to these source countries and say: If
you pay us a fee, we will get you to the
United States, in spite of the fact that
they have may have passed through
other safe countries that they could
seek asylum.

That is what we talk about when we
are talking about abusing our asylum
system. Our international treaties say
that if somebody comes to you and you
have a credible fear for your life or
your family’s life in the country that
you live, relocate to a country that can
grant you asylum and go through the
process. But what the cartels are say-
ing: Pay us a fee. We don’t care where
you are in the world—literally—and we
will get you to the United States. And
you will pass through several countries
where you could have applied for asy-
lum in between.

And then when you get here, the car-
tels have coached them on exactly
what to say to make you think that
they have a credible asylum claim, in
spite of the fact that with hundreds of
judges—Democratic judges, Republican
judges, Independent judges—80 percent
of those asylum claims are deemed not
to be credible. So the asylum system is
broken. It has to be fixed. It is one of
the foundations of any kind of frame-
work that I could support.

The border has to be secured, and we
need more technology and more en-
forcement at the legal ports of entry
because those same cartels who are
making $800 million a year are spend-
ing that money to then send truck-
loads of fentanyl and dangerous drugs
poisoning and killing Americans.

I hope that in the next Congress, we
can recognize, No. 1—hopefully the ad-
ministration will recognize that we do
have a crisis at the border and it can’t
be solved on partisan grounds. We have
to have a conversation. Both ends of
the political spectrum need to recog-
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nize that you have to move to a point
where we can produce a solution. Oth-
erwise, Americans are going to be
poisoned to death, and people trying to
cross the border are going to die in the
hundreds. It is a moral obligation that
we have to get out of our political com-
fort zone and get something done. Oth-
erwise, the deaths, the blood of the
people who die as a result of inaction,
will be on the hands of everybody in
this room.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington.

AUTHORIZING LEASES OF UP TO
99 YEARS FOR LAND HELD IN
TRUST FOR THE CONFEDERATED
TRIBES OF THE CHEHALIS RES-
ERVATION

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I
know I am interrupting a very, very
important debate, and I appreciate my
colleagues being out here to discuss
this. I know the Senator from Illinois,
the leader, is also here to discuss this
issue. I am asking if I could interrupt
that for a second.

I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of Calendar No. 591, S. 3773.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 3773) to authorize leases of up to
99 years for land held in trust for the Confed-
erated Tribes of the Chehalis Reservation.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Indian Affairs.

Ms. CANTWELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be considered read
a third time and passed and that the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 3773) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed as follows:

S. 3773

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CONFEDERATED TRIBES OF THE
CHEHALIS RESERVATION LEASING
AUTHORITY.

Subsection (a) of the first section of the
Act of August 9, 1955 (69 Stat. 539, chapter
615; 25 U.S.C. 415(a)), is amended, in the sec-
ond sentence, by inserting ‘‘, land held in
trust for the Confederated Tribes of the Che-
halis Reservation” after ‘“Crow Tribe of
Montana’.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois.

IMMIGRATION

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I want
to thank my colleagues, Senator
SINEMA and Senator TILLIS, for their
statements earlier on the floor on the
issue of immigration. A number of us
are coming to the floor to discuss it
today.
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It is a sad day—sad because there are
many people who are counting on this
Congress to do something, who under-
stood that we have an immigration
system that is terribly broken and we
are paying a heavy price for it, and
there are many who are watching this
proceeding today who are paying an
even heavier price.

If we do nothing to help those who
are protected by DACA, if we do noth-
ing to help the Dreamers, court deci-
sions may preempt us and may force
some of these people to face the reality
that they can no longer legally work in
America and they are subject to depor-
tation.

Many of these young people—and I
will tell the story of one in just a mo-
ment—have spent their whole lives
here in the United States. They have
gone to our schools. They go to our
churches. We see them at the high
school football games. They work in
the Dairy Queens. They are all over
America because they are part of
America—at least they think they are,
but they are not. They are undocu-
mented. Their parents brought them to
this country when they were infants
and toddlers and little kids. They grew
up in this Nation thinking they were
part of it, and then there was a day of
awakening when the parents sat down
and said: We have to tell you the truth.
You are not here legally.

These are the Dreamers, people I
have been trying to help for over 20
years. It is over 20 years since I first
introduced the DREAM Act. I wanted
to help them. I thought perhaps we
could get something done. We haven’t
been able to. Unfortunately, today, it
looks very, very unlikely that we will.

I hear in the comments from the Sen-
ator from Arizona and the Senator
from North Carolina the bottom-line
truth: Any reasonable, factual discus-
sion or debate on immigration has to
not only deal with the Dreamers and
those who are here on undocumented
status but also has to deal with what is
going on at our southern border. The
Senator from Arizona is correct. It is a
humanitarian and security nightmare
that is only getting worse. We are
being flooded at the border by people
who want to be safely in the United
States.

I had an opportunity to meet some of
those migrants who were bused to Chi-
cago a few weeks ago and sit down
across the table from them and hear
their stories. I tell you, I recommend
that to all who are interested in this
issue. Hear the real stories of despera-
tion and danger they faced in the coun-
tries they came from, and realize that
their sentiments to be part of America,
protected in America, have an oppor-
tunity in America, are the same senti-
ments that brought my grandmother
to this country with my 2-year-old
mother and her sister and brother.

I recall the stories. These are not
people setting out to cheat some polit-
ical system; these are people fighting
for survival—Carlos, with his 4-year-



December 20, 2022

old daughter and his nursing infant and
his wife, who spent 4 months in a jour-
ney from Venezuela to our border. In
addition to that, there is an individual
named Maria who is a college-educated
individual in Caracas who left because
of fear for her life. She came to the
United States. During her trek to this
country, she went through violent per-
sonal assault in Mexico. She broke
down in front of us when she told us
the story. These are real people, real
human beings.

One of the bottom-line principles
that should guide us—I think there are
at least three, maybe more, but the
ones that come to my mind are these:

We have to have an orderly process
at our border. There has to be some
system that monitors the number of
people coming in and the cir-
cumstances that bring them here. That
is No. 1.

No. 2, we should never knowingly
allow anyone dangerous to come into
this country. That is unequivocal. I
hope everyone agrees on that.

Third, and this is the hardest part,
we cannot accept at any given moment
all of the people who want to come to
America at that moment. We have to
have an orderly, timely process that
makes sense for America, that makes
sense for our reputation as a humane
nation and moves us forward along the
right track.

I think of these Dreamers because I
come to this floor so many times—five
different times I have called up the
DREAM Act for passage. Five different
times I got a majority vote on the
floor, but in the Senate, as most people
know, it takes 60 out of 100, and I
couldn’t get the 60-vote margin five
different times.

Years ago, 10 years ago, we had a Sat-
urday morning vote. This Gallery was
filled with these young people. They
were wearing caps and gowns to tell
the story that they want to be grad-
uates of schools—high schools and col-
leges—and be part of America’s future.
When we lost that vote and didn’t get
our 60 votes, I joined with them at a
church nearby, a Lutheran church, and
there were a lot of tears being shed at
that moment from me and from all the
others.

I said to them at the time: I am not
going to give up on you. Don’t give up
on me. We can do this.

That has driven me ever since. I
reached out in every direction that I
can think of to try to find allies in this
conversation who will sit down on a bi-
partisan basis and fix this broken im-
migration system.

I want to thank the Senator from Ar-
izona for taking the initiative on this
issue along with Senator TILLIS. I be-
lieve that their proposal, while I don’t
agree with it all, is the right starting
point for the conversation and debate
on a bipartisan basis. The real starting
point has to be the true stories of the
people who are going to be affected by
this.

Let me tell you one, as I have before.
This is the 132nd time I have taken to
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the floor of the Senate to tell the story
of a Dreamer.

This young man’s name is Jose Flo-
res Valor. Jose arrived in this country
from Mexico when he was only 11
months old. He grew up in my home
State of Illinois, in DeKalb, IL.

At a young age, he served as the in-
terpreter for his family at their med-
ical appointments. It was through
these experiences, watching the doc-
tors care for and provide support for
his family, that his passion for
healthcare bloomed. In high school,
Jose enrolled in a certified nursing as-
sistant course, and his goal was to
eventually become a doctor.

It was not until he was 16 and his
classmates were getting driver’s li-
censes and making their decisions
about colleges that Jose realized he
was undocumented. Even though he
was accepted into the University of I1-
linois in Chicago, his legal status
meant he did not qualify for any Fed-
eral Government assistance or scholar-
ships, and he could not afford to stay
beyond the first semester. He didn’t let
that obstacle stop him. Jose sought
other avenues for pursuing a career in
healthcare and recently earned an as-
sociate of science degree from
Kishwaukee College in Illinois.

On top of a busy academic schedule,
Jose worked with a travel nursing
agency as a certified nursing assistant.
In this role, he traveled to six different
States, working in rehab centers, nurs-
ing homes, and hospitals and provided
care to our most vulnerable citizens.

When the pandemic hit, Jose was de-
ployed across the country to meet ur-
gent healthcare needs. His work took
him far from home, which meant he
was unable to be by his grandfather’s
side when his grandfather passed away
from COVID. It was one of the many
sacrifices Jose made to pursue his pas-
sion serving our Nation.

Today, Jose has earned a full scholar-
ship at Loyola University in Chicago to
complete his premedical studies and
obtain a bachelor’s degree.

Let me take a moment to say a kind
word about Loyola University in Chi-
cago. There are many great higher edu-
cation institutions in my State and in
our Nation, but they have gone out of
their way to really show that they care
for people like Jose. It was their
Stritch College of Medicine which
opened competition for the first time
to DACA students all over the United
States. They didn’t give them a quota
or say there was a certain number to
be accepted but said: You can compete
with everybody else for admission.

For many of these DACA students in
Illinois and outside, it was the first
chance they ever had to apply to a
medical school. As a result, more than
25 students were accepted by Loyola
Stritch College of Medicine, and here,
they have accepted, with full scholar-
ship, Jose Valor to complete his pre-
med studies on the way to a bachelor’s
degree.

He wants to attend medical school
and begin his journey towards being a
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doctor. He plans one day to open a clin-
ic to help the uninsured and low-in-
come people. He considered DACA his
“‘opportunity to become a contributing
member of society.”

A simple question: Is America better
or worse for having Jose living among
us? Would we be better off if we just de-
ported him back to Mexico? He came
here before he was 1 year old. He didn’t
know a thing about the journey or
where his parents were taking him. He
has done everything right since—vol-
unteering to help with healthcare,
risking his own life during the COVID-
19 crisis to help other people, doing the
hard work that many people would
turn away from, and now trying to fin-
ish college with a premed degree so
that he can become a medical profes-
sional in America.

Do we need him? I need him in Chi-
cago. I can think of places around our
State where we are waiting for people
with nursing backgrounds and medical
backgrounds to step up and to treat
American people.

One of the hospitals in Chicago came
to see me last week. It struggles. It is
in a tough neighborhood. The adminis-
trator of the hospital said to me: We
almost closed down one of our depart-
ments, but luckily—Iluckily—we were
able to bring in 30 Filipino nurses to
augment our staff to keep that depart-
ment open. Thirty immigrant Filipino
nurses are keeping a department open
in a major hospital in the city of Chi-
cago. That story is repeated every-
where.

For people saying that we need no
more immigrants, that we just don’t
need them, they are wrong. We need
Jose. We need those nurses. We need
people who will make this a better na-
tion.

We have to do our work here. We
have to deal not only with their situa-
tion, the undocumented situation, but
also with border security. The Senator
from Arizona was correct. It is a hu-
manitarian and security challenge, and
now it may have to wait for another
day. We can’t finish it this week. But
when we do return to it, let’s do it with
an open mind and an open heart. Let’s
understand that we can make this a
better and safer nation, a nation of im-
migrants who make us a better place,
and we can have order at the border as
well. That is the only thing that gives
us any chance to thrive as an American
nation into the future.

I look forward to working with the
Senators. I thank them for their initia-
tive and will do all I can to help them.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
SINEMA). The Senator from Missouri.

Mr. BLUNT. Madam President, I
won’t be able to work with you and
others on this in the next Congress. I
am coming to the end of my 26 years
here. In a couple more weeks, I will
move on to whatever is the next chap-
ter, and I am excited about that. But I
am frustrated that we haven’t been
able to do a better job with this issue.
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First of all, let me say I heard maybe
not all hundred-and-thirty-some of
those speeches that Senator DURBIN
has given, but I have heard a lot of
them. Like him, I fully am supportive
of the kids who grew up here being able
to stay here. We should want them to
stay here. We should eagerly be look-
ing for ways to be sure they stay here.

One demographics matter, a younger
society is a more healthy society in
lots of ways, but also just the fairness
of—asking somebody not to live where
they grew up or even, more impor-
tantly, asking them to go back and try
to live somewhere where they never
lived before is a critical thing that we
should easily be able to get beyond.

I actually thought the plan that Sen-
ator SINEMA and Senator TILLIS had
put together had a lot of appeal be-
cause it didn’t try to do everything; it
tried to do just enough things that
were doable and get them done to-
gether.

I have always thought, in 20-plus
years of looking at this same chal-
lenge, that the comprehensive solution
is unlikely to be the best solution we
could achieve.

I was the whip in the House when I
was in the House. It takes 218 people to
get something done in the House. And
when you look at the challenges before
us, how do you secure the border? What
are the legitimate workforce needs of
the country? What do you do about
people who came or stayed outside the
law? What do you do about people seek-
ing asylum? The same 218 House Mem-
bers that may be the best 218 House
Members or the same 60 Senators that
may be the best 60 Senators to deal
with the issue of ‘‘how do you secure
the border’ probably aren’t the best 60
Senators to figure out what we do
about the legitimate workforce needs
of the country. And neither of them
may be the best 60 Senators to figure
out what we do about people who came
or stayed without documents. It is
about half and half, I think. Or none of
them may be the best 60 Senators to
figure out what is the very best way we
can wrap our arms around people who
grew up here and let them know for
sure that we need them here, we want
them here, and find that quick solu-
tion.

I, frankly, think the Dreamer prob-
lem is and should be the easiest prob-
lem of all of these problems to solve,
because the alternative to solving that
problem makes so little sense. It
makes so little sense in a personal way.
It makes so little sense in an economic
way. It makes so little sense for our
communities.

Whether they are sitting here in caps
or gowns or everyday doing hard things
in America in adding to their edu-
cational capacity, again, we should
want that to happen.

The asylum system, clearly, is bro-
ken. It just can’t work that you can
walk up to the border in the United
States of America and say: I come
seeking asylum; I come with fear for
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my life, or whatever. Living in a poor,
dangerous country is not the criteria
for asylum. In fact, that is why when
people do go to the court to have their
case heard, about 1 out of 10 times do
they qualify.

Now, if somebody has told them be-
fore they got here that they would
qualify or that the system just works
in a way that, if you get here and get
into the country, we are so far behind
that you get to stay and who knows
what might happen that allows you to
stay longer than you think you might
be able to stay.

The border—securing the border—is
definitely a definition of one of the re-
sponsibilities of the country. If you
can’t secure your own border—no mat-
ter what country you are talking
about—you really don’t meet one of
the entry-level definitions of a coun-
try. It is just incredibly basic, and we
are not doing that.

Frankly, under the last administra-
tion, I think we were doing a lot of
things right when it came to securing
the border: a barrier where you needed
a barrier, other things where you need-
ed other things to monitor what was
happening, being sure that people un-
derstood the likelihood that they
would be able to make an asylum claim
in court. All those things mattered and
did matter—trying to be sure that peo-
ple had the information they needed,
and even a third safe country.

If your goal is to try to get to a safe
country, that should be your goal. If
your goal is trying to get to a country
with a better economic opportunity,
probably, it should be trying to come
to the United States of America. But
as Senator DURBIN said—and, I suspect,
every Senator, when asked about this
will say—everybody can’t come here
who lives in a country that is less safe
or less economically successful than
ours. It just can’t happen. It is not pos-
sible. We can’t have a border that al-
lows everybody who has that desire and
can get to the border to permanently
be in the country.

But I thought the bill that I was very
interested in, that we just ran out of
time to get to, that looked at the asy-
lum system, that was gaining strong
support from the border guards and im-
migration officials who came to see me
and others and said: Here is what we
need; here is where the bill is perfect;
here is where it could be made a little
bit better, and if this happens, we are
going to be unanimously for it—I
thought that was the good approach. It
didn’t try to do everything, but it tried
to do enough things that people could
feel like we were making progress,
building around what should be the
easiest thing—the Dreamers—moving
on to get border patrol and others who
work with people at the border back
into their real job, rather than the job
of detaining people who really aren’t
here for the reason they say they are
here, who know or will soon find out
that they won’t have an asylum claim.
That is just not working. It is not
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working that, no matter what anybody
says, the border is clearly not under
control.

It is hard to solve these other prob-
lems with a border that is not under
control, but I thought the idea that we
would move toward that control and
have some sign-offs before we move
further was really one of the good
things in the bill that I was looking
forward to seeing presented and de-
bated.

It is time we had bills debated on the
floor. It is time we shared more infor-
mation and more thoughts. It is time
we found the right number of Senators
to solve these problems in the best
way, rather than, frankly, not being
able to find 60 Senators that have ever
been able to come up with a com-
prehensive solution that will also pass
the Congress.

I hope we can continue to pursue the
right thing for our country, the right
thing for Dreamers, the right thing for
our economy and the workforce, the
right thing for people who meet the
skill needs of our economy, to come
here and find jobs that are at the level
of jobs that they are prepared for. We
need to move forward.

Thanks to Senator SINEMA and Sen-
ator TILLIS for their efforts in this. I
look forward to watching as, hopefully,
we continue to move more dramati-
cally toward the right goal for America
and the right goal for people who want
to be Americans.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arizona.

Mr. KELLY. Madam President, I join
my colleagues to discuss the impor-
tance of tackling the issues on the bor-
der and with our immigration system.

I think what folks have heard so far
is that Republicans and Democrats can
find a lot of common ground, even on
this topic, and I am here today because
securing our border and fixing our bro-
ken immigration system is a priority
for me and for the State of Arizona.

The State of Arizona bears the brunt
of Washington’s failure on this issue,
and this is a national security issue.
For decades now, politicians have tried
and failed to fix our border and fix our
immigration system. We see crisis
after crisis under administrations of
both parties, and we see attempts by
Congress to pass reforms fizzle out over
and over and over again, because on
this issue, more than any other, folks
often retreat to partisan corners rather
than finding common ground that we
know exists.

It is what led the Federal Govern-
ment to fail border States like Arizona
for decades when it comes to border se-
curity, and it has led to a broken im-
migration system that doesn’t work for
families. It doesn’t work for Dreamers.
It doesn’t work for businesses, small
and large, and it doesn’t work for our
country.

In Arizona, these aren’t abstract
issues. These aren’t theoretical ques-
tions to debate over. These are real
problems, and Arizonans deserve real
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solutions. Our State is left to deal with
crisis after crisis at the border, includ-
ing the one we are facing right now,
where record numbers of border cross-
ings are straining law enforcement,
and it is straining humanitarian orga-
nizations.

This is unsustainable, and a change
to title 42 authority now is only going
to make these challenges worse.

So that is why we are here today, be-
cause it is past time for Congress to
work together to reform the broken
immigration system and plan better to
prevent this continued humanitarian
crisis.

Over the past couple of weeks, in-
cluding today, I have been speaking
with Arizona officials on the border
about the situation on the ground.
That includes Border Patrol, who are
seeing their staff stretched even fur-
ther. That includes cities and counties
that are having their emergency serv-
ices strained. And that includes hu-
manitarian and nonprofit organiza-
tions that are trying to increase their
capacity Dbecause they are being
stretched so thin. And they are expect-
ing to be stretched even further just to
help people.

So I have been pushing the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security as they
work to mobilize as much staffing and
resources and coordination as they can
ahead of a change in the title 42 au-
thority. There is a lot left to do, and I
will keep working with them toward a
secure, humane, and orderly process at
the border.

But ultimately—ultimately—Con-
gress needs to step up too. We have to
do our jobs, because it is not just Ari-
zona that sees the impacts of Washing-
ton’s collective repeated failures to
tackle this issue. There are hundreds of
thousands of Dreamers across the
country who are just as American as
my own two Kkids or my grandkid, and
they still do not have a pathway to
citizenship.

They watch every court case, every
legislative effort to understand how it
will impact their lives. That is so they
can determine if they can continue liv-
ing, studying, and working in the only
country that they have ever known.
Planning their lives, their careers,
their goals based on the outcome of a
court hearing or what we do in this
room or fail to do—that is just wrong.

They deserve a pathway to citizen-
ship. I know it is a priority for many
whom I have spoken to here over the
last 2 years. It is time we do this.

Furthermore, our immigration sys-
tem just doesn’t work for our economy.
Across the country, there are busi-
nesses that can’t get the workforce
they need or that face huge backlogs in
the immigration system, and a lot of
families face similar backlogs too.
These are folks who are following the
rules laid out by our laws, but still run
into a wall of bureaucracy. It is leading
to labor shortages that squeeze supply
chains and raise prices. So let’s fix it.

And let’s take action to better secure
the border. That includes putting up
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physical barriers where they make
sense, just like I have been able to do
in places like the Morelos Dam in
Yuma, where I pushed to finish the
construction, but also hiring more Bor-
der Patrol personnel, increasing their
pay, and deploying more of the right
technology.

Here is the thing. When you are will-
ing to sit down and really work to-
gether, you find that there is a lot of
common ground on this issue.

So that is my message to my col-
leagues today: Come to the table, and
let’s get this done. Let’s stop just kick-
ing the can down the road. Let’s do the
tough work that we were sent here to
do and get something done to secure
the border and fix our broken immigra-
tion system.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada.

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Madam Presi-
dent, I know Arizonans feel the same
way. As I have talked with you, I have
talked to some of my colleagues. Ne-
vadans are frustrated. Time and again,
over the last two decades, they have
seen Congress work toward much need-
ed legislation on immigration only for
reasonable bipartisan agreements to
fall apart because someone is playing
politics.

We saw this happen in the Senate
just last week, when, with some of my
colleagues—the Presiding Officer, be-
cause of you, and Senator TILLIS—we
saw a framework of a bipartisan bill to
give Dreamers a pathway to citizenship
that also provided additional resources
to increase our border security. There
was a balance there to address what we
are hearing. I heard from my col-
leagues today, and we are seeing on the
news what is happening on the south-
ern border right now. But just as we
seemed to be closing in on a deal, it un-
fortunately fell through once more.

Now, I know the hope is that we will
continue to work on this in the new
Congress, and I hope we do. I hope we
are able to bring more of our col-
leagues together because, if we don’t,
the alternative is just unacceptable.

There is broad bipartisan consensus
in my State and, I know, across this
country, and I have heard it from some
of my colleagues, that Congress must
create a path to citizenship for Dream-
ers across the country.

Now, we are just talking about
Dreamers. I heard Senator BLUNT ear-
lier say that the solution for Dreamers
exists and that should be the easy
thing to pass.

Why? You know, it has really been
over two decades since legislation was
first introduced to protect people who
were brought to this country as chil-
dren and who love the only home they
have ever known. That is our Dream-
ers.

It has been over a decade since the
creation of the DACA Program, which
protects some, but not all, of our
Dreamers. What is more, the program
continues to face legal challenges.
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That has left not just Nevadan Dream-
ers but so many Dreamers across this
country in a terrifying limbo. Without
legal protections, Dreamers can’t reach
their full potential, even though many
of them have had incredible successes,
thanks, in part, to DACA.

There are 12,000 DACA recipients in
Nevada alone and many thousands
more Dreamers that we know in Ne-
vada and across this country. And I
have heard my colleagues say it. They
are teachers. They are business owners.
They are healthcare professionals.
They are servicemembers. They go to
work and school every day. They pay
taxes. They care for their families, and
they contribute to our communities.

All over this country, Dreamers en-
rich our Nation. Not only do they want
a path to citizenship; they deserve it.
They were on the frontlines during our
pandemic. They were the essential
workers.

You know, I heard my colleagues
talk about Dreamers—and I know the
Presiding Officer knows this—but I
think oftentimes we need to bring to
Washington the faces of the very peo-
ple we are talking about because some-
times it gets lost. We talk about num-
bers. We have graphs that say we
should do this, that we should do that.
But we don’t actually have the very
people whom we are talking about in
front of us right now so that we could
show our colleagues who may not be fa-
miliar with a Dreamer what we are
talking about.

So this is a stack of letters that I re-
ceived from Dreamers in Nevada and
from across the country. I want to
bring attention to some of these
Dreamers whom I know who have sent
me letters, because this is truly why
we should be working on, at the very
least, legislation that focuses on mov-
ing the ball forward when it comes to
our Dreamers.

This is from a Dreamer in Nevada.
His name is Ricardo. He says:

I am an undocumented student at the Col-
lege of Southern Nevada. I will be graduating
in the spring of 2023 with a 4.0 GPA and I am
going to be majoring in real estate. Prior to
studying at the College of Southern Nevada,
I graduated from the Northwest Career and
Technical Academy with a high honor di-
ploma and a GPA of 3.65. This track record in
school has allowed me to be eligible for
many opportunities that unfortunately I
haven’t been able to take advantage of due
to my status.

Even though I have done many things to be
a stellar student and get opportunities, I
have only been able to go so far with my aca-
demics because of my status. Many times
throughout my life, both in school and out-
side, I have been told that I can do anything
I wanted in life as long as I worked hard for
it. So far, I have worked twice as hard to get
half as much success as many of my friends.

I will tell you, that it is true for all
of the Dreamers that I talk to. They
work hard. They love this country. It is
the only country they know. They do
everything they can to excel, whether
it is in school or at work. They want to
be a part of our workforce. They are
committed to doing so. And that is
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why, as Senator BLUNT said,
should be an easy solution.

I will tell you, by the way, these are
not just Dreamers in Nevada whom I
talk about all the time—and I am
proud to. I got letters from Dreamers
in Kentucky. I got letters from Dream-
ers in Texas. They are all over this
country, and they are similar. They are
similar to the ones that I just talked
about.

So, yes, I think Dreamers deserve a
pathway to citizenship, but not some-
time in the future, not in some future
Congress, but now. People on both
sides of the aisle know this. That is
why we have been close to compromise
so frequently and so frustratingly. But
I know it is possible to come together
on a compromise that supports Dream-
ers and, yes, increases border security.
We can do both. They are not mutually
exclusive. We can work to secure our
borders and still work to pass legisla-
tion to put Dreamers on a pathway. We
can do both. It is common sense.

We need these reforms. We need to
focus on moving forward and not just
pointing fingers at the problem.

We just heard Senator LEAHY earlier
today give his farewell speech. In it he
talked about the importance of us not
only working together to come to com-
promise, but he talked about that we
have to stop finger-pointing. We have
got to stop finger-pointing to the prob-
lem for political advantage and start
pointing the way to a solution. That is
what this needs now. This is the mo-
ment for all of us to come together to
really find a solution here at the end of
the day, to get in a room and have
commonsense legislation that moves
this issue forward, because the truth is
that there is no need for us to face one
crisis after another on our southern
border.

Congress’s role—and, believe me, this
is Congress’s role—is to solve this prob-
lem by working together, but partisan
finger-pointing and blame games keep
it from getting it done.

I know. I just came off of an election
cycle. I know. I can tell you that my
opponent, instead of coming up with a
solution, all he wanted to do was point
to the border. But, I will tell you, I
wasn’t sent to Congress—I wasn’t sent
here—to just point blame, identify the
problem, and do nothing about it. We
are sent here to solve problems.

These aren’t easy issues. That is why
it requires us to work together.

I have to thank the Presiding Officer
because of your willingness to reach
across the aisle, and you recognize the
importance of working together to
solve problems. That is why I have
hope that we can still get this done.

Hearing from some of my colleagues
today, I agree with them. There is a
problem at the border. We have got to
fix it. I know it. I was attorney general
for 8 years in my State. Do you know
one of the issues I worked on even
though I wasn’t in a border state? The
border and the southern border, be-
cause we had drug trafficking issues.

this
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We had human trafficking issues,
money laundering, and weapons traf-
ficking that bled into my State be-
cause of what was happening at the
border.

So my focus has always been: Yes,
putting those resources at the border
to address those issues, including the
fentanyl that is coming across the bor-
der now. And we can do that and still
address an issue for so many Dreamers
who are already here, living in our
communities, who want to be an essen-
tial part of our workforce.

Why is that important? Because
right now we have seen such an incred-
ible change in America and across the
world since the outbreak of the
COVID-19 pandemic. During that time,
workers retired, immigration slowed,
and labor markets tightened as a re-
sult. This country needs workers in in-
dustries from the tech sector to agri-
culture, to home healthcare and
childcare, and we need them badly.

And here is what I know, and we all
know this: that, according to the De-
partment of Labor, the United States
has a labor shortfall of roughly 3.5 mil-
lion people.

This is our workforce. If we were to
pass this pathway for citizenship for so
many, this is a part of our essential
workforce. They are already here.

We are feeling this workforce short-
fall in Nevada, and I hear it across the
country from my colleagues when we
talk. Every week I hear from business
owners in Nevada who tell me about
their struggle to find employees. Com-
prehensive immigration reforms would
let us welcome workers in a way that
benefits our society and our economy
and treats those who want to come to
America with dignity.

Yet we are not enacting them. The
last time Congress passed comprehen-
sive immigration reform was when
Ronald Reagan was President.

Madam President, Nevada sent me
back to the Senate because they be-
lieve. They believe not only that I can
reach across the aisle to make change
but that I will do it. They have seen me
do it before. They know I will work
with anyone who is willing to come to
the table. But we need serious action,
and I hope my colleagues, whether they
are in my party or nonpartisan or they
are Republicans, are willing to come to
the table to find a solution.

We need that willingness to work to-
gether and to act on issues like Dream-
ers, like border security. I know my
colleague from Texas who is here is
going to talk about that. I agree with
him. But we can do both. We can do
both and do right by so many and move
this country forward.

As long as I am in the Senate, I am
going to be a voice for Dreamers be-
cause they are a part of the fabric of
this country. I will work with anyone
to fix our broken immigration system
and ensure we Keep our borders secure.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alabama.

December 20, 2022

CHILDREN’S MEDICINE

Mr. TUBERVILLE. Madam Presi-
dent, I rise today to call attention to a
very serious issue and potential crisis
that seems to be unfolding right under
our eyes and under the radar. Right
now, many, many communities across
our country are facing a huge shortage
of children’s painkillers, like Chil-
dren’s Tylenol, and antibiotics, like
amoxicillin.

We are in the middle of flu season
and in an unusually bad year for RSV,
a virus that can be especially tough on
young children. As parents head to
pharmacies to get medicines to help
their sick kids and to make them feel
better, they are seeing very empty
shelves across our country.

My staff is hearing from folks daily
about the problems that they are see-
ing trying to find these medicines, both
over-the-counter and prescription.

David, a pharmacist from Andalusia,
AL, told that ‘“‘currently [they] cannot
order multiple antibiotics commonly
used for pediatric patients, including
amoxicillin.”” He is also unable to order
pain medicine like Tylenol and Advil.
It is not available.

You can’t even order it, much less
get it. David was told by his wholesaler
that the supply of medication simply
does not exist, as we speak—and this is
in the middle of a very serious flu and
cold season all throughout our coun-
try.

Another pharmacist, Dennis from
Opelika, AL, faces the same problem
and described the potentially dire na-
ture of the shortage. He told me: ‘“This
can rapidly’—and is rapidly—‘‘turning
into a serious situation among the
most vulnerable population,” which is
“‘our children.”

Worse is what some desperate but
well-meaning parents are turning to in
order to provide their children some
help. Moms and dads who can’t find
kids’ medicines are choosing to give
their children smaller doses of adult
medicine instead. Doctors are warning
constantly against this in the strong-
est possible terms—a warning we
should be sharing far and wide: Chil-
dren’s medicine is specifically designed
for the developing of young bodies.

But parents with sick children don’t
have time to drive from town to town
to search for these medicines. This cri-
sis is developing across the country,
and we should not wait for it to get
worse before doing something about it.
We cannot allow this situation to turn
into the baby formula crisis.

While this medication shortage will,
no doubt, require a short-term solu-
tion, I want to take a minute to high-
light an important long-term solution
to these supply chain problems.

We need to produce pharmaceuticals
in the United States. Very little of
that happens today. The United States
has every capability to be able to
produce essential goods right here at
home. The pandemic showed us the
very serious consequences of depending
on imports for things that we need to
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