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a rule entitled ‘‘Saccharomyces cerevisiae 
strain LAS02; Exemption from the Require-
ment of a Tolerance’’ (FRL No. 9253–01– 
OCSPP) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on February 16, 2022; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–3282. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Regulatory Management Di-
vision, Environmental Protection Agency, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Poly(oxy-1 ,2-ethanediyl)-a- 
hydro-w-hydroxy-, polymer with 
poly(isocyanatoalkyl) benzene, alkylol- 
blocked; Tolerance Exemption’’ (FRL No. 
9399–01–OCSPP) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on February 16, 2022; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–3283. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act, a report relative to the 
issuance of an Executive Order declaring a 
national emergency with respect to the wide-
spread humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan, 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on February 16, 2022; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

EC–3284. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 12957 with respect to Iran; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC–3285. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 13712 with respect to Bu-
rundi; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–3286. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 13692 with respect to Ven-
ezuela; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–3287. A communication from the Con-
gressional Affairs Director, Export-Import 
Bank of the United States, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a vacancy in 
the position of President, Export-Import 
Bank of the United States, received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 16, 2022; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–3288. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Bureau of Consumer Financial Pro-
tection, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Bureau’s strategic plan for fiscal years 2022– 
2026; to the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. 

EC–3289. A communication from the Sanc-
tions Regulations Advisor, Office of Foreign 
Assets Control, Department of the Treasury, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Ethiopia Sanctions Regula-
tions’’ (31 CFR Part 550) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 16, 2022; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–3290. A communication from the Sanc-
tions Regulations Advisor, Office of Foreign 
Assets Control, Department of the Treasury, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Inflation Adjustment of 
Civil Monetary Penalties’’ (31 CFR Chapter 
V) received in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on February 16, 2022; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

EC–3291. A communication from the Sanc-
tions Regulations Advisor, Office of Foreign 
Assets Control, Department of the Treasury, 

transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Burundi Sanctions Regula-
tions’’ (31 CFR Part 554) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 16, 2022; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–3292. A communication from the Con-
gressional Assistant, Board of Governors of 
the Federal Reserve System, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Federal Reserve Bank Capital Stock’’ 
(RIN7100–AG13) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on February 16, 2022; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a 
substitute: 

S. 3035. A bill to establish the Artificial In-
telligence Hygiene Working Group, and for 
other purposes (Rept. No. 117–82). 

By Mr. MANCHIN, from the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources, with an 
amendment in the nature of a substitute: 

S. 904. A bill to require the Secretary of 
the Interior, the Secretary of Agriculture, 
and the Assistant Secretary of the Army for 
Civil Works to digitize and make publicly 
available geographic information system 
mapping data relating to public access to 
Federal land and waters for outdoor recre-
ation, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 117– 
83). 

By Mr. MANCHIN, from the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources, with amend-
ments: 

S. 1354. A bill to amend the National Trails 
System Act to designate the Chilkoot Na-
tional Historic Trail and to provide for a 
study of the Alaska Long Trail, and for other 
purposes (Rept. No. 117–84). 

By Mr. MANCHIN, from the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources, without 
amendment: 

S. 1583. A bill to reauthorize the Lake 
Tahoe Restoration Act, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. No. 117–85). 

S. 1620. A bill to direct the Secretary of the 
Interior to convey to the city of Eunice, 
Louisiana, certain Federal land in the State 
of Louisiana, and for other purposes (Rept. 
No. 117–86). 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. LEE: 
S. 3707. A bill to amend title II of the So-

cial Security Act to allow disabled individ-
uals with incurable terminal illnesses listed 
on the Compassionate Allowance list to re-
ceive disability insurance benefits without a 
waiting period, to prohibit concurrent re-
ceipt of disability insurance benefits and un-
employment insurance, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself and Mr. 
COONS): 

S. 3708. A bill to provide the President with 
authority to enter into certain plurilateral 
trade agreements with benefits only apply-
ing to signatories of those agreements, and 
for other purpose; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself and Mr. 
BARRASSO): 

S. 3709. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Agriculture to carry out vegetation manage-
ment projects and timber production 
projects on certain National Forest System 
land in the States of Montana, South Da-
kota, and Wyoming, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself and Mr. 
SCOTT of South Carolina): 

S. 3710. A bill to amend section 249 of title 
18, United States Code, to specify lynching 
as a hate crime act; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. BRAUN (for himself and Ms. 
DUCKWORTH): 

S. 3711. A bill to ensure that no cost reduc-
tion or cash refund is due under certain 
transportation cost-reimbursement con-
tracts on the basis of the forgiveness of cer-
tain covered loans, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

By Mr. KAINE: 
S. 3712. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 and the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974 to provide 
for periodic automatic reenrollment under 
qualified automatic contribution arrange-
ments, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Ms. 
MURKOWSKI): 

S. 3713. A bill to codify the essential hold-
ings of Roe v. Wade (410 U.S. 113 (1973)) and 
Planned Parenthood of Southeastern Penn-
sylvania v. Casey (505 U.S. 833 (1992)); to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. HAWLEY (for himself, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Mr. HAGERTY, and Mr. 
TUBERVILLE): 

S. 3714. A bill to prioritize United States 
energy independence, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. OSSOFF: 
S. Res. 528. A resolution designating Feb-

ruary 16 of each year as ‘‘International 
Black Aviation Professionals Day’’; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 181 

At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the 
name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 181, a bill to posthumously award 
a Congressional Gold Medal to Fred 
Korematsu, in recognition of his dedi-
cation to justice and equality. 

S. 773 
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
773, a bill to enable certain hospitals 
that were participating in or applied 
for the drug discount program under 
section 340B of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act prior to the COVID–19 public 
health emergency to temporarily 
maintain eligibility for such program, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 819 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

name of the Senator from Alabama 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:44 Mar 01, 2022 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00026 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A28FE6.041 S28FEPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
B

P
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S837 February 28, 2022 
(Mr. TUBERVILLE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 819, a bill to enhance the 
security of the United States and its 
allies, and for other purposes. 

S. 1408 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1408, a bill to post-
humously award the Congressional 
Gold Medal, collectively, to Glen 
Doherty, Tyrone Woods, J. Christopher 
Stevens, and Sean Smith, in recogni-
tion of their contributions to the Na-
tion. 

S. 1452 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1452, a bill to require a 
standard financial aid offer form, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1780 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1780, a bill to remove college 
cost as a barrier to every student hav-
ing access to a well-prepared and di-
verse educator workforce, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2607 
At the request of Mr. PADILLA, the 

name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms. 
SINEMA) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2607, a bill to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal to the former hostages of 
the Iran Hostage Crisis of 1979–1981, 
highlighting their resilience through-
out the unprecedented ordeal that they 
lived through and the national unity it 
produced, marking 4 decades since 
their 444 days in captivity, and recog-
nizing their sacrifice to the United 
States. 

S. 2750 
At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Ms. LUMMIS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2750, a bill to amend the Food, 
Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 
to establish a precision agriculture 
loan program, and for other purposes. 

S. 2773 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2773, a bill to amend the Leahy-Smith 
America Invents Act to address sat-
ellite offices of the United States Pat-
ent and Trademark Office, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 3037 
At the request of Mr. COTTON, the 

names of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) and the Senator from 
South Dakota (Mr. THUNE) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 3037, a bill to re-
quire elementary schools and sec-
ondary schools that receive Federal 
funds to obtain parental consent before 
facilitating a child’s gender transition 
in any form, and for other purposes. 

S. 3052 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 

(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3052, a bill to promote free and 
fair elections, democracy, political 
freedoms, and human rights in Cam-
bodia, and for other purposes. 

S. 3111 
At the request of Mr. COONS, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. HICKENLOOPER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3111, a bill to require the 
Secretary of Energy to establish a 
grant program to support hydrogen- 
fueled equipment at ports and to con-
duct a study with the Secretary of 
Transportation and the Secretary of 
Homeland Security on the feasibility 
and safety of using hydrogen-derived 
fuels, including ammonia, as a shipping 
fuel. 

S. 3112 
At the request of Mr. COONS, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. HICKENLOOPER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3112, a bill to amend the 
Energy Policy Act of 2005 to establish a 
Hydrogen Technologies for Heavy In-
dustry Grant Program, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 3374 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3374, a bill to reauthorize 
the COPS ON THE BEAT grant pro-
gram. 

S. 3397 
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3397, a bill to direct the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to establish 
the Zero Suicide Initiative pilot pro-
gram of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs. 

S. 3481 
At the request of Mr. COTTON, the 

name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MARSHALL) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 3481, a bill to secure the dignity and 
safety of incarcerated women. 

S. 3531 
At the request of Mr. COONS, the 

name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3531, a bill to require the 
Federal Government to produce a na-
tional climate adaptation and resil-
ience strategy, and for other purposes. 

S. 3541 
At the request of Mr. OSSOFF, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3541, a bill to improve health care and 
services for veterans exposed to toxic 
substances, and for other purposes. 

S. 3580 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. WARNOCK), the Senator from Idaho 
(Mr. RISCH), the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET), the Senator from North 
Dakota (Mr. CRAMER), the Senator 
from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN) and the Sen-
ator from Missouri (Mr. BLUNT) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 3580, a bill to 
amend title 46, United States Code, 
with respect to prohibited acts by 

ocean common carriers or marine ter-
minal operators, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 3600 

At the request of Mr. PETERS, the 
name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3600, a bill to improve the cyberse-
curity of the Federal Government, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 3607 

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
the name of the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. BOOKER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3607, a bill to award a 
Congressional gold medal, collectively, 
to the First Rhode Island Regiment, in 
recognition of their dedicated service 
during the Revolutionary War. 

S. 3621 

At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3621, a bill to direct the 
Secretary of the Interior to establish 
to establish a National Climate Adap-
tation Science Center and Regional 
Climate Adaptation Science Centers to 
respond to the effects of extreme 
weather events and climate trends, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 3701 

At the request of Mr. SCOTT of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from Flor-
ida (Mr. RUBIO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3701, a bill to exempt commer-
cial truck drivers from Canada or Mex-
ico who are seeking to temporarily 
enter the United States for business 
through a land port of entry from any 
COVID–19 vaccination requirement. 

S. CON. RES. 3 

At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Con. Res. 3, a concurrent 
resolution authorizing the use of the 
rotunda of the Capitol for the lying in 
state of the remains of the last Medal 
of Honor recipient of World War II, in 
order to honor the Greatest Generation 
and the more than 16,000,000 men and 
women who served in the Armed Forces 
of the United States from 1941 to 1945. 

S. CON. RES. 21 

At the request of Mr. TILLIS, the 
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Con. Res. 21, a concurrent res-
olution establishing deadlines for the 
Joint Committee of Congress on the Li-
brary to approve or deny the statue of 
the Reverend William Franklin ‘‘Billy’’ 
Graham, Jr., for placement in the Na-
tional Statuary Hall. 

S. RES. 458 

At the request of Mr. COONS, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 458, a resolution rec-
ognizing the 75th anniversary of the es-
tablishment of the United Nations 
Children’s Fund. 
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STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 

BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself and 
Mr. BARRASSO): 

S. 3709. A bill to require the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to carry out 
vegetation management projects and 
timber production projects on certain 
National Forest System land in the 
States of Montana, South Dakota, and 
Wyoming, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources. 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3709 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Black Hills 
Forest Protection and Jobs Preservation Act 
of 2022’’. 
SEC. 2. VEGETATION MANAGEMENT PROJECTS 

ON BLACK HILLS NATIONAL FOREST 
USING EXPEDITED NEPA AUTHORI-
TIES. 

The Secretary of Agriculture, acting 
through the Chief of the Forest Service (re-
ferred to in this Act as the ‘‘Secretary’’), 
shall issue 1 or more decisions using expe-
dited authorities for compliance with the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), including sections 603 
and 605 of the Healthy Forests Restoration 
Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C. 6591b, 6591d) and a de-
termination of NEPA adequacy described in 
section 220.4(j) of title 36, Code of Federal 
Regulations (or successor regulations), to 
carry out vegetation management projects 
on land in the Black Hills National Forest. 
SEC. 3. FUNDING FOR TIMBER PRODUCTION 

PROJECTS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Of the amounts made 

available to the Secretary by section 
40803(c)(11) of the Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act (16 U.S.C. 6592(c)(11)), the Sec-
retary shall use $40,000,000 for the period of 
fiscal years 2022 through 2026 to carry out 
projects on the Bighorn National Forest, the 
Custer Gallatin National Forest, and the 
Black Hills National Forest that will result 
in timber production. 

(b) USE OF CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION AND 
EMERGENCY ACTION AUTHORITIES.—In car-
rying out projects under subsection (a), the 
Secretary shall use, to the extent prac-
ticable— 

(1) the categorical exclusion established by 
section 40806(b) of the Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act (16 U.S.C. 6592b(b)); and 

(2) the emergency action authority under 
section 40807 of that Act (16 U.S.C. 6592c). 

(c) EXCESS AMOUNTS.—If any amounts 
made available under subsection (a) are not 
used by the Secretary by September 30, 2026, 
and the Secretary has exhausted all reason-
able means to use those amounts for the pur-
poses described in that subsection, those 
amounts shall remain available to the Sec-
retary until expended to carry out projects 
described in section 40803(c)(11) of the Infra-
structure Investment and Jobs Act (16 U.S.C. 
6592(c)(11)). 
SEC. 4. WOOD PRODUCTS INFRASTRUCTURE. 

In the ranking system developed under sec-
tion 40804(d)(1) of the Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act (16 U.S.C. 6592a(d)(1)), the 
Secretary shall categorize the Black Hills 
National Forest and the Bighorn National 

Forest as being very high priority for eco-
logical restoration involving vegetation re-
moval. 
SEC. 5. ADMINISTRATION. 

(a) JUDICIAL REVIEW.—A project carried out 
under section 2 or 3 shall not be subject to 
judicial review. 

(b) EXCLUDED LAND.—A project carried out 
under section 2 or 3 may not be carried out 
on— 

(1) a component of the National Wilderness 
Preservation System; or 

(2) an inventoried roadless area. 

By Mr. KAINE: 
S. 3712. A bill to amend the Internal 

Revenue Code of 1986 and the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 to provide for periodic automatic 
reenrollment under qualified auto-
matic contribution arrangements, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, today I 
am introducing the Auto Reenroll Act 
of 2022, alongside Representative 
KATHY MANNING, who has introduced 
companion legislation in the House of 
Representatives. Enacting this bill 
would improve financial security for 
Americans by strengthening their pri-
vate retirement savings. 

Nearly 7 in 10 Americans working in 
the private sector have access to em-
ployer-sponsored retirement plans, but 
a quarter of those with access do not 
participate in those plans. This means 
less money saved for retirement. Often, 
it means leaving money on the table, 
in the form of employer-matching con-
tributions. Encouraging more employ-
ees to participate in their workplace 
plans would increase their overall com-
pensation and improve their financial 
security and retirement outlook. 

The Auto Reenroll Act of 2022 would 
boost participation through a simple 
change to the automatic enrollment 
safe harbor. Automatic enrollment 
plans have been tremendously success-
ful at encouraging workers to partici-
pate in employer-sponsored plans, but 
employees who opt out of participating 
at the beginning of their tenure will 
likely never reconsider that decision. 
This bill would build on the success of 
auto enrollment by having employers 
reenroll nonparticipants once every 3 
years, providing them another oppor-
tunity to consider participation. This 
would encourage those employees to 
reassess their nonparticipation as their 
financial situation evolves. 

I encourage my colleagues to support 
this commonsense legislation to bol-
ster private retirement savings. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and 
Ms. MURKOWSKI): 

S. 3713. A bill to codify the essential 
holdings of Roe v. Wade (410 U.S. 113 
(1973)) and Planned Parenthood of 
Southeastern Pennsylvania v. Casey 
(505 U.S. 833 (1992)); to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to introduce the Reproductive 
Choice Act with my colleague and 
friend Senator LISA MURKOWSKI, which 

would codify the protections for repro-
ductive rights established by the Su-
preme Court’s decisions in Roe v. Wade 
in 1973 and affirmed by Planned Par-
enthood v. Casey in 1992. We are intro-
ducing the Reproductive Choice Act as 
a substitute amendment to the Wom-
en’s Health Protection Act before us 
today and as a standalone bill for fu-
ture consideration. 

Unfortunately, the Women’s Health 
Protection Act goes far beyond codi-
fying Roe and Casey. Among other 
issues, this legislation would severely 
weaken protections afforded to 
healthcare providers who refuse to per-
form abortions on religious grounds. 
Rather than just codifying Roe’s pro-
tections, the bill would undercut Fed-
eral and State laws that have been in 
place for decades and call into question 
basic conscience protections. 

The Reproductive Choice Act that 
Senator MURKOWSKI and I are intro-
ducing today would simply codify the 
essential holdings of the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s 1973 decision in Roe v. Wade 
and 1992 decision in Planned Parent-
hood of Southeastern Pennsylvania v. 
Casey. Our bill carefully tracks the Su-
preme Court’s language and would pro-
vide reassurance to women that the re-
productive rights they have relied on 
for nearly 50 years will continue to be 
the law of the land. 

Specifically, the Reproductive Choice 
Act would make clear in Federal law 
that States may not impose an ‘‘undue 
burden’’ on the ability of a woman to 
choose whether or not to terminate a 
pregnancy prior to viability. It would 
still allow States to enact regulations 
to further the health or safety of a 
woman seeking to terminate a preg-
nancy, while stating that regulations 
that have the purpose or effect of pre-
senting a ‘‘substantial obstacle’’ to a 
woman seeking to terminate a preg-
nancy would be considered an ‘‘undue 
burden.’’ 

As is currently permitted under Roe 
and Casey, our legislation would allow 
individual States to impose restric-
tions on terminating a pregnancy after 
fetal viability, except when necessary 
to preserve the life or health of the 
woman. Notably, unlike the Women’s 
Health Protection Act, our bill would 
not restrict laws regarding conscience 
protections, including laws that pro-
tect healthcare providers who refuse to 
provide pregnancy termination serv-
ices for moral or religious reasons. 

Women should be assured privacy in 
making their reproductive choices, and 
I oppose efforts to overturn the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s decision in Roe v. 
Wade. It is my hope that the Reproduc-
tive Choice Act will be enacted to en-
sure that women in this country are 
able to make their own reproductive 
choices as established in the landmark 
Roe decision. 
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