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technology to other repressive regimes
around the world.

This bill takes critical steps to en-
sure that our telecommunications in-
frastructure requires the State Depart-
ment to report on the United States
collective defense allies that use
untrusted telecommunication equip-
ment or services in their 5G networks.
Further, it mandates a report on tele-
communication vulnerabilities in
United States embassies overseas. Fi-
nally, it directs the Secretary of State
to identify key telecommunications in-
frastructure projects designed to pro-
mote United States national security.

Securing these networks is impera-
tive when it comes to national security
and human rights, as well as for our
economic security.

This legislation will help us ensure
that the telecoms infrastructure of our
country and our allies is secure and ef-
fective.

The Countering Untrusted Tele-
communications Abroad Act enjoyed
overwhelming bipartisan support in the
117th Congress and passed the House by
a resounding margin last September.

I urge my colleagues to reaffirm our
commitment to securing our tele-
communications network by again vot-
ing ‘““yes’ on H.R. 1149.

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
myself the balance of my time for the
purpose of closing.

Mr. Speaker, Congresswoman WILD’S
very important legislation, the Coun-
tering Untrusted Telecommunications
Abroad Act, will take tangible steps to
improve our telecommunications secu-
rity and, thereby, our national secu-
rity.

I appreciate the bipartisan nature
with which we have dealt with this bill
in the 117th Congress and now are deal-
ing with it in the 118th Congress, work-
ing collectively together for our na-
tional security.

I believe that this bill should have
every Member’s support, and I urge
them to vote for the Countering
Untrusted Telecommunications Abroad
Act.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, telecommunications
and the secure transfer of electronic
data are absolutely critical. I don’t
think I have met somebody that dis-
agrees with that in today’s world. They
are critical to our national security
and to our economic well-being.

We don’t want to get on a website
that we think is unsecure. We don’t
want to reply to a text that we think
comes from an untrusted number.

We cannot afford the wvulnerability
that comes from giving control of this
technology to the Chinese Communist
Party or other malign actors.

H.R. 1149 will help us get a handle on
those vulnerabilities, forcing the De-
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partment of State to formulate an ef-
fective response.

Again, I thank Ms. WILD for intro-
ducing this measure. I urge unanimous
support for this bill, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. MAST)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 1149, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

UPHOLDING SOVEREIGNTY OF
AIRSPACE ACT

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1151) to hold the People’s Repub-
lic of China accountable for the viola-
tion of United States airspace and sov-
ereignty with its high-altitude surveil-
lance balloon, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1151

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Upholding
Sovereignty of Airspace Act’” or the “USA
Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) According to the Department of State,
surveillance balloons owned and operated by
the People’s Republic of China (PRC) have
entered United States airspace multiple
times since 2017 and have violated the air-
space of more than 40 countries across 5 con-
tinents.

(2) On February 10, 2023, the Department of
Commerce, Bureau of Industry and Security
issued a final rule (88 Fed. Reg. 9389) that
added 6 PRC entities to the Entity List for
supporting the PRC’s military moderniza-
tion efforts related to aerospace programs,
including airships and balloons and related
materials and components, that are used by
the People’s Liberation Army for intel-
ligence and reconnaissance.

(3) The PRC’s response has been to use mis-
information and propaganda to deflect blame
for the illegal surveillance activities of these
balloons.

SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) the presence of the PRC’s high altitude
surveillance balloon over United States air-
space was an unacceptable violation of
United States sovereignty;

(2) the United States should continue to
neutralize foreign aerial surveillance assets
that are in United States airspace after con-
sideration of civilian aviation safety, safety
of United States civilians and property on
the ground, as well as the intelligence collec-
tion risk and opportunity posed by such in-
trusions;

(3) the PRC’s global balloon surveillance
program blatantly undermines countries’
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sovereignty and poses a threat to countries
around the world;

(4) the PRC should cease efforts to spread
misinformation and propaganda about its in-
telligence-collection efforts;

(5) the United States Government should
continue to share information about the
PRC’s global surveillance efforts with allies
and partners and should work jointly to hold
the PRC accountable for its illegal surveil-
lance actions, including at multilateral fora;

(6) the United Nations should condemn the
PRC’s violation, through its global surveil-
lance balloon program, of the sovereignty of
member states of the United Nations and
call on the PRC to ensure its balloons do not
violate sovereign airspace again;

(7) the International Civil Aviation Organi-
zation (ICAO) should condemn the PRC for
this violation of airspace and the PRC’s
ICAO commitments; and

(8) as consistent with international law,
the United States should use regulatory and
enforcement tools to protect national secu-
rity and sovereignty by identifying and dis-
rupting the PRC’s use of surveillance bal-
loons.

SEC. 4. INTERNATIONAL COORDINATION AND
PRESSURE.

(a) DIPLOMATIC STRATEGY.—The Secretary
of State, in consultation with the Director of
National Intelligence and the United States
Permanent Representative to the United Na-
tions, shall develop a diplomatic strategy to
inform allies and partners of the scope of the
PRC surveillance program and build global
consensus in order to address the PRC’s glob-
al surveillance balloon program, including
by—

(1) using the voice of the United States at
the International Civil Aviation Organiza-
tion to support Taiwan’s participation in the
events and meetings of that Organization;

(2) sharing intelligence, as appropriate
about the PRC’s global balloon program and
its past violation of the sovereign airspace of
allies and partners;

(3) coordinating with United States allies
and partners to identify and track future
PRC surveillance balloons, counter PRC
propaganda and misinformation about its
global surveillance program, and publicly
share any future violations of sovereignty;

(4) using the voice, vote, and influence of
the United States at the United Nations and
other international and regional organiza-
tions to spur greater diplomatic pressure on
the PRC to halt its surveillance collection
operations that violate international sov-
ereignty;

(5) raising the challenges posed by the
PRC’s global surveillance balloon program
at major multilateral forums, including at
the G7 and G20 summits; and

(6) coordinating with allies and partners on
the imposition and implementation of sub-
stantially similar sanctions and export con-
trols to ensure that commodities, software,
or technology from the United States and its
allies and partners are not supporting the
PRC’s global surveillance efforts.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of State, in consultation with the
Director of National Intelligence and the
United States Permanent Representative to
the United Nations, shall submit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees a report
that outlines the strategy developed pursu-
ant to subsection (a) and describes in detail
the various steps taken by the United States
in line with said strategy.

(¢) BRIEFING.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
relevant officials of the Department of De-
fense shall provide to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a classified briefing
on other Unidentified Flying Objects that
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have entered United States airspace begin-
ning on January 20, 2017, and ending on such
date of enactment.

(d) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—In this section, the term ‘‘appropriate
congressional committees’” means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence of the House of Representatives; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Select Committee on Intelligence of
the Senate.

SEC. 5. IMPOSITION OF EXPORT CONTROLS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Com-
merce shall evaluate, for appropriate con-
trols under the Export Administration Regu-
lations, the export, reexport, and in-country
transfer of the items and technologies sub-
ject to United States jurisdiction related to
aerospace programs, including airships and
balloons and related materials and compo-
nents, that are used by the People’s Libera-
tion Army for intelligence and reconnais-
sance, and not later than 180 days after the
enactment of this Act submit a report to the
appropriate congressional committees that
includes—

(1) a description of the types of items and
technologies that were evaluated for poten-
tial controls with respect to this section; and

(2) a list of the controls that BIS has im-
plemented or plans to implement because of
its evaluation under this section.

(b) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—In this section, the term ‘‘appropriate
congressional committees’” means the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs of the
Senate.

SEC. 6. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS.

(a) IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS.—On and after
the date that is 180 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the President may
impose the sanctions described in subsection
(b) with respect to any PRC individual the
President determines is directly managing
and overseeing the PRC’s global surveillance
balloon program.

(b) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The sanctions
that may be imposed with respect to a for-
eign person described in subsection (a) are
the following:

(1) PROPERTY BLOCKING.—Notwithstanding
the requirements of section 202 of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act
(60 U.S.C. 1701), the President may exercise
of all powers granted to the President by
that Act to the extent necessary to block
and prohibit all transactions in all property
and interests in property of the foreign per-
son if such property and interests in prop-
erty are in the United States, come within
the United States, or are or come within the
possession or control of a United States per-
son.

(2) ALIENS INADMISSIBLE FOR VISAS, ADMIS-
SION, OR PAROLE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—An alien described in sub-
section (a) is—

(i) inadmissible to the United States;

(ii) ineligible for a visa or travel to the
United States; and

(iii) otherwise ineligible to be admitted or
paroled into the United States or to receive
any other benefit under the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.).

(B) CURRENT VISAS REVOKED.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The visa or other docu-
mentation issued to an alien described in
subsection (a) shall be revoked, regardless of
when such visa or other documentation is or
was issued.

(ii) EFFECT OF REVOCATION.—A vVisa or
other entry documentation revoked under
clause (i) shall, in accordance with section
221(i) of the Immigration and Nationality
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Act (8 U.S.C. 1201(i)), no longer be valid for
travel to the United States.

(c) EXCEPTIONS.—

(1) EXCEPTION FOR INTELLIGENCE, LAW EN-
FORCEMENT, AND NATIONAL SECURITY ACTIVI-
TIES.—Sanctions under this section shall not
apply to any authorized intelligence, law en-
forcement, or national security activities of
the United States.

(2) EXCEPTION TO COMPLY WITH UNITED NA-
TIONS HEADQUARTERS AGREEMENT.—Sanctions
under subsection (b)(3) shall not apply with
respect to the admission of an alien to the
United States if the admission of the alien is
necessary to permit the United States to
comply with the Agreement regarding the
Headquarters of the United Nations, signed
at Lake Success June 26, 1947, and entered
into force November 21, 1947, between the
United Nations and the United States, the
Convention on Consular Relations, done at
Vienna April 24, 1963, and entered into force
March 19, 1967, or other applicable inter-
national obligations.

(d) EXCEPTION RELATING TO IMPORTATION OF
GOODS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The authorities and re-
quirements to impose sanctions authorized
under this section shall not include the au-
thority or requirement to impose sanctions
on the importation of goods.

(2) GOOD DEFINED.—In this subsection, the
term ‘‘good’” means any article, natural or
man-made substance, material, supply or
manufactured product, including inspection
and test equipment, and excluding technical
data.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MAST) and the gentleman
from New York (Mr. MEEKS) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I have a feeling that
while there is going to be agreement,
myself and the comments of my col-
league over there might be slightly dif-
ferent, but I rise in support of H.R.
1151, the Upholding Sovereignty of Air-
space or USA Act.

It is an important piece of legislation
because of what has happened to the
United States of America and to Amer-
icans.

In early February, I think everybody
watched this on the news for days on
end. Our Nation found itself in what we
thought was an impossible situation.

Looking up into the sky, Americans
saw a strange object floating overhead.
Some wondered if it was a bird or a
plane. Some wondered if it was a UFO
from some distant planet.

It was none of those things. It was a
high-tech balloon sent by the Chinese
Communist Party to spy on the United
States of America and all of our people.

It floated slowly across North Amer-
ica in the full width of the continental
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United States from Alaska to the
South Carolina coast.

In States across the country, Ameri-
cans saw the balloon, but what was
more concerning was what the balloon
Saw.

It conducted surveillance, it con-
ducted reconnaissance, and it came
away with intelligence on the United
States of America that we did not want
China to have.

Now, while the Biden administration
sat on its hands, this balloon, minute
after minute after minute, gained valu-
able information on some of our most
sensitive military sites.

We now know that the United States
had been tracking the balloon since at
least January 28, that being the day
that it entered U.S. airspace, but very
likely before that. The administration
hasn’t disclosed exactly what date it
began tracking the balloon.

Yet, the Biden administration didn’t
act. They didn’t shoot it down, that is
to say, until 7 days later, until it had
crossed the entire breadth of the
United States of America.

Mr. Speaker, China is determined to
topple the United States of America.
Xi Jinping will stop at nothing to
achieve that goal.

We have known this for years, but in
February, we saw the proof with our
own eyes. This is not an abstract con-
cern. We can literally watch it invade
the American homeland.

Congress needs to step up and send a
clear message to the Chinese Com-
munist Party. It will not be allowed to
violate our sovereignty, to use Amer-
ican technology for its own military
purposes, or to spy on American citi-
zZens.

This shouldn’t be an argument any-
where in the United States of America.
This bipartisan legislation is an impor-
tant step in sending that message and
denying the CCP those abilities.

This bill does three important things.
It sanctions Chinese Communist Party
officials who were involved in the spy
balloon program.

It requires the Secretary of State to
develop a strategy to confront the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China’s global surveil-
lance activities.

It requires the Commerce Depart-
ment to consider export controls for
U.S. technologies that are being used
by the People’s Liberation Army for in-

telligence and reconnaissance pur-
poses.
Under no circumstances should

Americans know that the Chinese Com-
munist Party is spying on them across
the breadth of our country and know
that their government is not doing
anything to respond to that.

It degrades the trust that Americans
have in their government, in their safe-
ty, in their defense institutions, in
their intelligence agencies. That can’t
be what America knows about its gov-
ernment.

This has been bipartisan legislation.
I thank the ranking member of the
Foreign Affairs Committee, Mr. MEEKS,
for introducing the bill.
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Along with Chairman MICHAEL
McCAUL, I encourage my colleagues to
join me in supporting this bill and in
curbing the CCP’s malign influence in
the United States.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, April 17, 2023.
Hon. MICHAEL T. MCCAUL,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCCAUL: It has come to
our attention that H.R. 1151, the ‘“Upholding
Sovereignty of Airspace Act,” was substan-
tially modified following its consideration in
your Committee to include language within
the jurisdiction of the House Armed Services
Committee.

In the spirit of comity and expeditious con-
sideration of this legislation, we will not for-
mally consider H.R. 1151. We do so with the
understanding that by waiving consideration
of the bill, the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices does not waive any future jurisdictional
claims over the subject matters contained in
the bill which fall within the Armed Services
Committee’s Rule X jurisdiction or create
any precedent for future accommodation.

Please place a copy of this letter and your
response acknowledging our jurisdictional
interests into the Congressional Record.
Thank you for the cooperative spirit in
which you have worked regarding this mat-
ter and others between our respective Com-
mittees.

Sincerely,
MIKE D. ROGERS,

Chairman, House Armed Services Committee.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, April 17, 2023.
Hon. MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROGERS: Thank you for
agreeing to forgo pursuing a sequential refer-
ral of H.R. 1151, the ‘“Upholding Sovereignty
of Airspace Act,” so that the measure may
proceed expeditiously to the House floor. I
understand there are concerns that certain
reporting requirements in this text may be
duplicative of preexisting reporting obliga-
tions that the Department of Defense is reg-
ularly fulfilling, and am not averse to those
concerns being addressed as the bill moves
forward in the legislative process.

I agree that your forgoing action on this
measure does not in any way diminish or
alter the jurisdiction of your committee, or
prejudice its jurisdictional prerogatives on
this measure or similar legislation in the fu-
ture. I would support your effort to seek ap-
pointment of an appropriate number of con-
ferees from your committee to any House-
Senate conference on this legislation.

I will seek to place this letter into the
Congressional Record during floor consider-
ation. I appreciate your cooperation regard-
ing this legislation and look forward to con-
tinuing to work together as this measure
moves through the legislative process.

Sincerely,
MICHAEL T. MCCAUL,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY,
Washington, DC, March 24, 2023.
Hon. MICHAEL MCCAUL,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN McCAUL: I write regarding
H.R. 1151, the ‘‘Upholding Sovereignty of
Airspace Act.” Provisions of this bill fall
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within the Judiciary Committee’s Rule X ju-
risdiction, and I appreciate that you con-
sulted with us on those provisions. The Judi-
ciary Committee agrees that it shall be dis-
charged from further consideration of the
bill so that it may proceed expeditiously to
the House floor.

The Committee takes this action with the
understanding that forgoing further consid-
eration of this measure does not in any way
alter the Committee’s jurisdiction or waive
any future jurisdictional claim over these
provisions or their subject matter. We also
reserve the right to seek appointment of an
appropriate number of conferees in the event
of a conference with the Senate involving
this measure or similar legislation.

I ask that you please insert this letter in
the Congressional Record during consider-
ation of H.R. 1151 on the House floor. I appre-
ciate the cooperative manner in which our
committees have worked on this matter, and
I look forward to working collaboratively in
the future on matters of shared jurisdiction.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
JIM JORDAN,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, March 24, 2023.
Hon. JIM JORDAN
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN JORDAN: Thank you for
consulting with the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee and agreeing to be discharged from
further consideration of H.R. 1151, the ‘““Up-
holding Sovereignty of Airspace Act,” so
that the measure may proceed expeditiously
to the House floor.

I agree that your forgoing further action
on this measure does not in any way dimin-
ish or alter the jurisdiction of your com-
mittee, or prejudice its jurisdictional prerog-
atives on this measure or similar legislation
in the future. I would support your effort to
seek appointment of an appropriate number
of conferees from your committee to any
House-Senate conference on this legislation.

I will seek to place our letters on this bill
into the Congressional Record during floor
consideration. I appreciate your cooperation
regarding this legislation and look forward
to continuing to work together as this meas-
ure moves through the legislative process.

Sincerely,
MICHAEL T. McCAUL,
Chairman.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of H.R. 1151, and I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am the proud sponsor
of H.R. 1151, the Upholding Sovereignty
of Airspace or the USA Act.

First, I thank Chairman MICHAEL
MCcCAUL for co-leading this bill and for
his partnership on the House Foreign
Affairs Committee and presenting a
united front on this very important
issue.

On January 28 of this year, a PRC
surveillance balloon intruded our air-
space. The balloon then flew across our
Nation, trying to gather intelligence
from sensitive American military sites.
This was an unacceptable violation of
U.S. sovereignty.

The Biden administration closely
monitored and tracked the balloon
while it was over U.S. soil and took ac-
tion to limit the balloon’s ability to
collect useful information that the
PRC could not gather otherwise.
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On February 4, once it no longer
posed a danger to Americans on the
ground, the United States military
shot down the balloon off the coast of
South Carolina.

President Biden safely and success-
fully took down the balloon in a way
that allowed us to collect the debris
and learn more about the PRC’s sur-
veillance program and capabilities.

Since that day, the Biden adminis-
tration has smartly declassified addi-
tional information about the PRC’s
global program and shared it with our
allies and partners.

We have learned that the United
States and Canada aren’t alone. PRC
surveillance balloons have violated the
sovereignty of over 40 nations across 5
continents.

This blatant disregard for the air-
space and sovereignty of other nations
is not only contrary to international
rules, it is dangerous and provocative.

I have been deeply concerned by Bei-
jing’s response. Instead of apologizing,
Beijing has resorted to denials and ab-
surd misinformation and propaganda.
Instead of making amends, Beijing has
exacerbated tensions between our na-
tions.

Now, I know that the United States
of America will not be brought down by
any balloon. We are the greatest and
the strongest Nation on this planet.

That is why it was important to have
this bipartisan legislation. By doing
that, the House can clearly declare
that such a violation of international
law and U.S. sovereignty will not be
tolerated and must not happen again.

H.R. 1151 calls on the administration
to coordinate with our allies and part-
ners and work within international or-
ganizations to call Beijing out for its
repeated infringement of country sov-
ereignty around the entire planet.

It also authorizes the President to
hold responsible parties accountable
through sanctions and calls for report-
ing and export controls by the Bureau
of Industry and Security to disrupt the
PRC’s Military-Civil Fusion efforts re-
lated to its surveillance balloon pro-
gram.

Mr. Speaker, the PRC must respect
global norms and values. When the
PRC doesn’t, the United States and the
international community must stay to-
gether to hold Beijing accountable.

Mr. Speaker, Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine made clear that the rules-
based global order is under attack.
Russia and China are increasingly not
just bending the rules, they are break-
ing them. The PRC’s violation of our
sovereignty is just one example of this.

In the competition with China, we
must be vigilant and vocal about up-
holding our values and upholding inter-
national rules.

To succeed in this competition, we
must be smart, prioritizing the chal-
lenges and strategies to address them
while working diplomatically alongside
our partners and allies and friends.

The PRC’s global surveillance pro-
gram was a challenge not only to the



H1738

United States but to the sovereignty of
nations around the world, and it de-
serves a policy response. That is why
this bill is very important.

It is also why, again, I thank Chair-
man McCAUL and Members of the
House Foreign Affairs Committee for
working collectively in a bipartisan
way.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support H.R. 1151, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1151 is an impor-
tant step in addressing very real
threats posed by the Chinese Com-
munist Party.

I again thank Ranking Member
MEEKS and Chairman McCAUL for this
bill which earned bipartisan support in
the Foreign Affairs Committee, and I
believe it deserves our unanimous sup-
port.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. MAST)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 1151, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———
0 1730

CONDEMNING RECENT ACTIONS
TAKEN BY THE RUSSIAN MILI-
TARY TO DOWN A UNITED
STATES AIR FORCE DRONE

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 240) condemning recent
actions taken by the Russian military
to down a United States Air Force
drone, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 240

Whereas United States European Command
released footage confirming that 2 Russian
Su-27 fighter jets acted unprofessionally and
in a reckless manner when intercepting and
downing a U.S. MQ-9 Reaper drone on March
14, 2023;

Whereas a United States Air Force drone
was acting safely and responsibly in inter-
national airspace and in accordance with
international law; and

Whereas the 2 fighter jets released fuel and
bumped into the drone, resulting in the
drone crash-landing in the Black Sea: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) condemns the reckless actions of the
Russian military; and

(2) reaffirms the United States will not be
deterred from operating U.S. drones in inter-
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national airspace in the Black Sea region
due to Russia’s reckless behavior.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MAST) and the gentleman
from New York (Mr. MEEKS) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous material on this measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.
Res. 240 to condemn Russia’s blatantly
hostile actions last month downing a
United States Air Force drone, down-
ing one of our United States military
aircraft.

Think about the seriousness of that.

On March 14, while flying in inter-
national airspace over the Black Sea, a
U.S. Air Force Reaper drone was at-
tacked by two Russian fighter jets.
Yes, it was attacked. The two jets flew
in front of it, and at one point, even
dumped fuel onto the drone. Eventu-
ally, one of the Russian jets hit the
drone’s propeller and sent it crashing
into the Black Sea.

Let’s talk about what this really was.

Was this an American aircraft?

Yes, it was.

Was this an American aircraft flying
in international airspace?

Yes, it was.

Was this an American aircraft flying
in international airspace that was
taken down as a result of Russian pi-
lots’ purposeful actions?

Yes, it was.

There is no version of the world in
which this can be deemed acceptable.
Unless that’s in Joe Biden’s world, ap-
parently.

Let’s compare and contrast the re-
sponse of the Kremlin to the response
of the White House on this attack.

Vladimir Putin rewarded the two
fighter pilots with medals for a job well
done. Think about that.

President Biden ordered altered
flight patterns to avoid future conflicts
with Russia.

That is the difference between the
two responses.

We are having a lot of conversations
about America being violated by for-
eign adversaries, the last bill and now
this one.

The Kremlin sent a clear message
about what took place, that this type
of behavior, they deemed it commend-
able. They have pinned medals on the
chests of their fighter pilots. They re-
warded them.

The White House sent a clear signal
that they are going to be bullied and
they are going to be backing away.
They responded with weakness and
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compromised our intelligence oper-
ations by moving us further from what
we wanted to observe, when we were
just debating a bill about China sur-
veying us over our own territory with
their balloon.

These are the differences in what is
going on in the world right now.

By altering flight patterns and send-
ing drones in the Black Sea further to
the south, the Biden administration
has degraded our ability to collect in-
telligence on Russian forces in the re-
gion. To put it simply, Putin lashed
out, and very unfortunately, Biden
backed down, and now America is less
safe.

Vladimir Putin does not get a veto
over U.S. operations of military oper-
ations in international airspace or sov-
ereign Ukrainian airspace. Yet, Presi-
dent Biden seems determined to give
him one.

This is just the next domino to fall,
in my opinion.

How would the President respond if
China took similar action against our
aircraft in the South China Sea or in
Taiwan?

President Biden is telegraphing to
our adversaries that the U.S. will back
down in the face of the slightest provo-
cation. He is giving Vladimir Putin the
validation that he needs: that he can
simply threaten escalation in order to
intimidate others into backing down.
He draws no red lines.

This resolution condemns Russia’s
attack. It reaffirms that the U.S. will
not be intimidated—something that we
have to reaffirm in this body given
what is going on—certainly not when it
comes to operating drones in inter-
national airspace.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in supporting this, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of this resolution, and I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, Putin’s Russia has
abandoned the international systems
that help countries interact and help
build good faith and greater security.
As someone who believes in the power
of diplomacy and dialogue as a path to
peace, the state of today’s Russia is
tragic and testing the international
community’s resolve, but I am so
thankful that President Biden is indeed
more responsible than Mr. Putin.

It is that kind of responsibility that
is truly important and that we make
sure that we are utilizing diplomacy
along with our allies together, not
America alone, not America by itself,
but America and its friends. That is re-
straint.

I can recall if you have a red line, it
is easy to draw a line, but the person
that is most reserved steps back and if
someone truly crosses that line, the
United States is ready.

That Russia ignores the rules and
standards is really not new. It is not
surprising, but it has become more con-
sequential and detrimental. We have
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