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Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, Mr. 

Chairman, Ranking Member 
VELÁZQUEZ—I believe I got that right; I 
have been working on it for about 5 
years—it is a pleasure being here with 
you all. 

Mr. Chairman, I appreciate the great 
work you do. There is nobody, I think, 
better at the helm of the Small Busi-
ness Committee than somebody who 
has actually taken a business and made 
it into something. That is very Amer-
ican and very cool, and I thank you for 
your friendship to me and my family. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 449, the Microloan Trans-
parency and Accountability Act of 2023. 

The Small Business Administration’s 
microloan program helps America’s en-
trepreneurs access capital to help their 
small businesses grow. 

b 1330 
These loans are usually around 

$13,000; $13,000, the difference between 
them making it or not. That kind of 
money would go a long way for a lot of 
our mom-and-pop stores in the rural 
areas of East Tennessee that I am 
proud to represent, and in our inner 
cities, as well. 

Unfortunately, the microloan pro-
gram has a low participation rate, Mr. 
Speaker, among our rural businesses. 
My bill would increase transparency by 
requiring the Small Business Adminis-
tration to report data about the pro-
gram to Congress. This will help us 
better understand how the program is 
operating and what we can do to im-
prove it. 

Government programs that support 
small businesses shouldn’t be full of 
waste, and they shouldn’t neglect busi-
nesses simply because of their ZIP 
Code. 

My bill will increase transparency 
and establish accountability at the 
Small Business Administration to en-
sure it is working on behalf the small 
businesses everywhere. 

I thank my colleagues, especially my 
sponsor across the aisle who has been 
my friend for a few years here, for their 
support on this bipartisan, common-
sense bill which passed the House in 
the 116th and 117th Congresses, and I 
look forward to seeing the Microloan 
Transparency and Accountability Act 
pass the House again today. 

I also look forward to the Senate 
doing their work and taking this up, 
Mr. Speaker. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. KIM). 

Mr. KIM of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
during the last Congress, Mr. BURCHETT 
and I introduced this important bill as 
part of a two-bill microloan major im-
pact package. 

Together, these bills would increase 
the number of microloan lenders in our 
communities, increase access to cap-
ital, and ensure greater transparency 
around how taxpayer dollars are being 
spent by the SBA. 

I look forward to continuing to work 
with the chairman and the ranking 

member, as well as Congressman 
BURCHETT to again advance these 
pieces of legislation. 

Today, I rise in support of the 
Microloan Transparency and Account-
ability Act, and I look forward to 
working with them to advance the 
Microloan Improvement Act in the 
118th Congress, as well. 

I have heard from a diverse range of 
businessowners across New Jersey’s 
Third District about how just small in-
creases in access to capital could make 
an enormous impact for them. 

These businessowners aren’t asking 
for the moon. Many of them are in 
communities that are underserved and 
may not have a credit history, exten-
sive past business experience, or the 
luxury of coming from wealth, but they 
have a dream. They are entrepre-
neurial, and with a small investment, a 
microloan to get started in some cases, 
they can launch their business, chase 
their dreams, create jobs, and trans-
form communities. 

By passing this bill, we can help en-
hance microloans in rural areas and 
provide greater transparency to ensure 
we are using taxpayer dollars effi-
ciently and effectively. 

This bill will help make sure the 
SBA’s microloan program is reaching 
those most in need, best serving Amer-
ica’s small businessowners, and giving 
them a fair shot at success. 

I thank Congressman BURCHETT for 
leading this effort and for the support 
of the Small Business Committee. I 
urge all of my colleagues to support 
small businesses across this country 
and vote ‘‘yes’’ on this bill. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I have no further speakers, and I am 
prepared to close. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

This bill will greatly increase the 
publicly available information about 
the microloan program’s performance 
and impact. 

If we intend to continue to support 
the smallest of small businesses, espe-
cially women- and minority-owned 
businesses, we need to make sure the 
programs targeting them are operating 
at their best. That starts with improv-
ing the data and information available 
about where the loans are going, how 
affordable they are, and where the gaps 
in coverage are. 

With more data, Congress will be able 
to monitor the program and identify 
areas for improvement. 

I thank the gentlemen from Ten-
nessee and New Jersey for their hard 
work and collaboration in bringing this 
bill to the floor today. I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes,’’ and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, the microloan program which deliv-
ers capital assistance to the Nation’s 
smallest businesses is an important 
lending tool at the SBA. 

H.R. 449, the Microloan Transparency 
and Accountability Act, will deliver 
comprehensive data and information 
on the effectiveness of the program. I 
applaud all of the members for working 
on this important legislation in an ef-
fort to shine more light on how well 
the program is working. 

From my State of Texas to both of 
the Nation’s coasts, accessing capital 
remains a top challenge facing all 
small businesses. We must ensure these 
programs and tools are operating at a 
high level and delivering on the goals 
that Congress set for them. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 449, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. WIL-
LIAMS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 449. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

INVESTING IN MAIN STREET ACT 
OF 2023 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 400) to amend the 
Small Business Investment Act of 1958 
to increase the amount that may be in-
vested in small business investment 
companies. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 400 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Investing in 
Main Street Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2. INVESTMENT IN SMALL BUSINESS IN-

VESTMENT COMPANIES. 
Section 302(b) of the Small Business In-

vestment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 682(b)) is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘5 per-
cent’’ and inserting ‘‘15 percent’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘5 per-
cent’’ and inserting ‘‘15 percent’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS) and the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
to revise and extend their remarks and 
submit extraneous materials on this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 
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Small businesses are the engines of 

our economy. Over half of the coun-
try’s payroll is made from small busi-
nesses, and when we work to find solu-
tions to help these entities, we are 
strengthening the economic foundation 
of our country. 

So before we start debating these 
bills, I thank our leadership team for 
recognizing the importance of small 
businesses and bringing these bills to 
the floor quickly so we can help build 
up Main Street America. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
400, better known as the Investing in 
Main Street Act. 

Last Congress, the Subcommittee on 
Capital Access held a hearing on the 
small business investment company 
program, otherwise known as the SBIC 
program. During this hearing, our 
members heard from witnesses about 
how this program attracts private eq-
uity investments to small businesses to 
hire more people and expand their op-
erations. 

This is a self-sustaining program 
that supports our Nation’s job creators 
without costing taxpayers any money. 
In order to expand on this success, H.R. 
400 looks to increase the maximum al-
lowable investments by SBICs from 5 
percent to 15 percent of their excess 
capital to small businesses. 

This change will allow for greater 
amounts of private equity dollars to go 
toward small businesses. Additionally, 
this will align the SBIC program to 
other financial regulations coming out 
of the OCC and will help jumpstart 
growth of small businesses across this 
country. 

As we look for ways to continually 
improve on this program, this change 
will have an immediate impact for our 
jobs and our Nation’s job creators. 

I thank my colleagues from Cali-
fornia and New York for, once again, 
introducing this bipartisan solution to 
expand successful programs that em-
power the private sector to invest in 
small businesses. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the 
bill before us today, H.R. 400, the In-
vesting in Main Street Act of 2023. 

The SBA’s Small Business Invest-
ment Company program is a multi-bil-
lion-dollar investment program de-
signed to bridge the gap between a 
small business owner’s need for capital 
and traditional sources of financing. It 
achieves this purpose by partnering 
private and public investments in 
early-stage startup businesses. 

It also gives America’s small, high- 
growth companies an opportunity to 
fund and grow their innovative ideas 
and create jobs. 

The success of this program can be 
seen with companies like Apple, Intel, 
and FedEx, which all received early 
stage financing from the SBICs. 

In fiscal year 2021, the combined pri-
vate capital and SBA-backed funds to-

taled $34 billion, which was the highest 
in program history, and helped support 
more than 126,000 jobs. The number of 
financings to women-owned, minority- 
owned, and veteran-owned small busi-
nesses increased by 36 percent. 

Yet, we can do more to ensure the 
program continues to meet demand. 

The Investing in Main Street Act, in-
troduced by my colleagues, Represent-
atives CHU and GARBARINO, will 
strengthen and grow the SBIC program 
by allowing banks and Federal savings 
associations to invest up to 15 percent 
of their capital and surplus into SBICs. 

This change brings the Small Busi-
ness Investment Act of 1958 in line with 
the Office of the Comptroller of the 
Currency’s national bank charter per-
centage requirements. It will increase 
the investment capital available to 
SBICs and allow them to invest more 
in small businesses. 

I applaud Representatives CHU and 
GARBARINO’s continued work on this 
issue and this bill, and I ask all my col-
leagues to support this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. GARBARINO), a person who loves 
this country, and who understands 
Main Street America and small busi-
nesses. 

Mr. GARBARINO. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to rise today to share my sup-
port for H.R. 400, the Investing in Main 
Street Act of 2023, a bill which I am 
proud to co-lead with Congresswoman 
JUDY CHU. 

I also thank the chairman and the 
ranking member for bringing this up 
today. 

We often talk about small businesses 
being the backbone of the U.S. econ-
omy. It is not just a talking point, but 
a statement of fact. Small businesses 
are major contributors to our Nation’s 
overall prosperity; and in my district 
on Long Island, small businesses are 
what fuels local economic growth. 

As we face economic uncertainty due 
to inflation, labor shortages, and other 
ongoing challenges, we look to our 
small businesses to be leaders in the 
private sector and to help revitalize 
our communities. 

For over 60 years, the SBIC program 
has injected capital into small busi-
nesses by allowing financial institu-
tions or Federal savings associations to 
invest in SBICs up to 5 percent. But 
times change; programs need updating 
and, now more than ever, small busi-
nesses need access to additional cap-
ital. 

The increase from 5 percent to 15 per-
cent stipulated in this bill is a nec-
essary reform that will help small busi-
nesses get back on their feet. 

I thank my colleague, Congress-
woman CHU, for her leadership on this 
issue, and I urge my colleagues to vote 
‘‘yes’’ on this bill. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from California (Ms. CHU). 

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of my bill, H.R. 400, the 
Investing in Main Street Act, which 
would make commonsense changes to 
the small business investing laws to 
maximize the amount that banks may 
invest in SBA-certified small business 
investment companies or SBICs. 

Even though banking rules allow fi-
nancial institutions to invest up to 15 
percent of their capital and surplus in 
SBICs, small business investing rules 
cap these same investments far lower, 
at just 5 percent. 

The Investing in Main Street Act 
simply fixes this outdated inconsist-
ency to allow banks to invest the full 
15 percent in SBICs. Raising this cap 
will dramatically increase the amount 
of investment capital available to our 
country’s small businesses for whom 
even small investments can mean so 
much. 

Already, SBICs have helped compa-
nies like Costco, Apple, and Intel get 
off the ground back when they were 
just starting out; and SBICs fill a gap 
in the investment ecosystem and level 
the playing field for the smallest busi-
nesses which often face the highest 
barriers to securing investments from 
traditional private investors. 

The nearly 300 certified SBICs in op-
eration today have invested or com-
mitted $38 billion in small businesses 
nationwide; and last year alone, SBICs 
provided $7.9 billion in funding to over 
1,200 small businesses and startups. 

By raising the investment cap from 5 
percent to 15 percent, we could poten-
tially triple those numbers in the years 
to come. The growth will be especially 
important as America’s entrepreneur-
ship rates continue to soar as we 
emerge from the COVID–19 pandemic. 

I thank Representative GARBARINO 
for his partnership on this legislation, 
and Chairman WILLIAMS and Ranking 
Member VELÁZQUEZ for their strong 
support. I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on this 
bill. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I have no further speakers, and I am 
prepared to close. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

b 1345 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE). 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the ranking member of the 
Small Business Committee for astute 
work on issues dealing with small busi-
nesses; Mr. WILLIAMS, a colleague from 
Texas; and the bipartisan sponsors of 
this legislation. 

I have always said that small busi-
nesses are the backbone of the eco-
nomic engine of America, so I rise in 
support of H.R. 400, the Investing in 
Main Street Act of 2023, for the 
wiseness of providing more investment 
in small businesses. 

As a strong supporter of small busi-
nesses, I believe that this bill will im-
prove the livelihood of many small 
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businesses that have continuously been 
impacted by the COVID–19 pandemic. 
The bill is designed to release more 
capital investment into small busi-
nesses in America. If my colleagues 
have interacted with the small busi-
ness community, that is one of the 
number one issues that they raise con-
sistently. 

The bill would allow certain banks 
and savings associations to invest more 
into small business investment compa-
nies by increasing the statutory cap 
from 5 percent to 15 percent—I can’t 
even imagine the number 5 percent— 
and the growing amount of small busi-
nesses and the ones that really stayed 
the course in desperate times, which 
was COVID–19. 

According to the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, 2020 had the highest 
total number of applications for new 
businesses by far compared to all other 
years. From 2019 to 2021, there was a 20 
percent increase in the number of 
small businesses. The Kauffman Foun-
dation says that the highest amount 
was among Blacks, Latinos, and immi-
grants. 

People know that small businesses 
allow them to create jobs in their own 
neighborhoods and to build future con-
glomerates, but obviously, small busi-
nesses reported negative impacts due 
to COVID. 

It is important for this bill to become 
law immediately. Pass it in the Senate 
and ensure that we have the oppor-
tunity to keep our small businesses 
from closing. When small businesses 
have ideas, we need to be able to give 
them the investment to focus on. 

The Biden-Harris administration has 
laid the foundation and has helped cre-
ate the conditions for businesses and 
job creation. We have had increasing 
job creation every month, but we do 
know that cities like New Orleans and 
Honolulu have seen the highest rate of 
small business closures. Other cities 
are right behind. 

The fact that we can have a Small 
Business Administration that reforms 
and works with the Paycheck Protec-
tion Program, to improve that, if we 
had another circumstance like that 
that held up some of our small busi-
nesses, this investment is going to be a 
lifeline. 

I am delighted to rise to support this 
legislation because, again, as I opened 
my remarks, small businesses are the 
economic engine of America and give 
women, minorities, and others the op-
portunity to build an economic engine. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 400, 
the Investing in Main Street Act of 2023, to 
amend the Small Business Investment Act of 
1958 to increase the amount that may be in-
vested in small business investment compa-
nies. 

As a strong supporter of small businesses, 
I believe that this bill will improve the liveli-
hood of many small businesses that have con-
tinuously been impacted by the COVID–19 
pandemic. 

This bill is designed to release more capital 
investment into small businesses in America. 

The bill would allow certain banks and sav-
ings associations to invest more into small 
business investment companies by increasing 
the statutory cap from 5 percent to 15 percent. 

During the COVID–19 pandemic, the United 
States saw a significant rise in small busi-
nesses. 

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics, 2020 had the highest total number of 
applications for new businesses by far com-
pared to all years that data was available. 

From 2019 to 2021, there was a 20 percent 
increase in the number of small businesses 
created. That is more than double the average 
growth rate year to year. 

According to the Kauffman Foundation, the 
increase in the rate of entrepreneurship during 
the pandemic was highest amongst Blacks, 
Latinos, and immigrants. 

Even though there has been a significant 
rise in the number of small businesses during 
the pandemic, many businesses report nega-
tive impacts due to COVID. 

In April 2020, the U.S. Census Bureau 
launched the Small Business Pulse Survey to 
produce data in real-time on the challenges 
small businesses were facing due to the pan-
demic. 

When the first survey was collected in April 
of 2020, 90 percent of businesses surveyed 
stated that the pandemic had a negative effect 
on business. 

When the last survey was collected in April 
of 2022, 70 percent of businesses surveyed 
stated that the pandemic had a negative effect 
on business. 

Almost three years into the pandemic, small 
businesses are still struggling with getting 
back on their feet. 

Cities such as New Orleans and Honolulu 
had some of the highest rates of small busi-
ness closures in the country because their 
economies are largely built around serving 
visitors. 

In large cities like San Francisco and Austin, 
the food industry was largely impacted be-
cause those who would typically eat out on 
their lunch break were now working from 
home. 

The time for small business recovery is 
now. 

The Biden-Harris administration has laid the 
foundation and has helped create the condi-
tions for business and job creation. 

With the evolution of almost 5.4 million 
small businesses in 2021, we must work to 
maintain and support these growing busi-
nesses. 

The Biden-Harris administration partnered 
with the Small Business Administration (SBA) 
to reform the Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP). The policy changes targeted small 
business and companies that were left out of 
previous relief efforts. 

The data shows that these PPP policy 
changes provided more support in minority 
communities than the rounds under the pre-
vious administration. 

The Small Business Relief under the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan included targeted grant re-
lief and tax credits for small businesses hit by 
the pandemic. 

The Small Business Relief produced imme-
diate relief to more than 600,000 of the hard-
est hit small businesses. 

The Biden-Harris administration was able to 
provide more than 6 million small businesses 
with $450 billion in emergency relief via the 
Small Business Administration. 

Investing more in our small businesses has 
had a profound impact on the job market in 
the United States. 

In the first three quarters of 2021, small 
businesses with 50 employees or less created 
almost 2 million jobs in the United States, the 
fastest start to small business job growth in 
any year on record. 

Investing in main street should continue to 
be a priority for Congress. 

Through this bipartisan bill, certain financial 
institutions would have the ability to invest 
more into small business investment compa-
nies by raising the statutory cap. 

I urge my colleagues to join me and support 
this important legislation that will expand ac-
cess to capital, increase the number of small 
businesses, and create jobs at home. 

We must show the American public that im-
proving the economy is a priority in Congress. 
This bill is a good first step at doing so. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, the SBIC program fills 
the gap between the availability of 
venture and private equity capital and 
the needs of small businesses in startup 
and growth situations. 

For decades, this program has chan-
neled capital to leading-edge, high- 
growth companies. Without it, some of 
the Nation’s most successful corpora-
tions would not be the companies they 
are today. 

H.R. 400 raises the investment cap for 
banks and Federal savings associations 
from 5 percent to 15 percent. This will 
lead to significant small business in-
vestment by SBICs, which will result 
in economic growth in our local com-
munities and job creation. 

I applaud Ms. CHU and Mr. GARBARINO 
for their bipartisan work on this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all of my 
colleagues to vote ‘‘yes,’’ and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. Speaker, the SBIC program has 
delivered for small businesses for many 
years. It is time we update the program 
to match other Federal rules and en-
sure the program continues to serve 
our communities in the future. This is 
a commonsense step to increase the 
amount of investment that an SBIC 
can receive. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 400, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. WIL-
LIAMS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 400. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 
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COMMENDING THE BRAVERY, 

COURAGE, AND RESOLVE OF THE 
WOMEN AND MEN OF IRAN DEM-
ONSTRATING IN MORE THAN 133 
CITIES AND RISKING THEIR 
SAFETY TO SPEAK OUT AGAINST 
THE IRANIAN REGIME’S HUMAN 
RIGHTS ABUSES 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 7) com-
mending the bravery, courage, and re-
solve of the women and men of Iran 
demonstrating in more than 133 cities 
and risking their safety to speak out 
against the Iranian regime’s human 
rights abuses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolu-
tion, as amended, is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 7 

Whereas, on September 16, 2022, 22-year-old 
Mahsa Amini passed away in the custody of 
Iranian ‘‘morality police’’ following a 3-day 
coma due to wounds, including bone frac-
ture, hemorrhage, and cerebral edema con-
sistent with severe beating, inflicted by the 
police for purportedly wearing a hijab im-
properly; 

Whereas, on September 16, Iranians gath-
ered in the streets of Tehran to protest the 
killing of Mahsa Amini; 

Whereas demonstrations have since spread 
to more than 133 cities and 130 universities 
in Iran, where women are removing or burn-
ing hijabs, cutting their hair, and dancing in 
front of Iranian security forces, joined by 
their fellow Iranian citizens; 

Whereas Iranian security forces have re-
sponded to such demonstrations with vio-
lence and detentions, including detentions of 
journalists and activists for covering the 
protests; 

Whereas the security forces have report-
edly killed more than 450 protestors, includ-
ing at least 58 children; however, the number 
of injuries and deaths is likely higher but 
unobtainable due to internet blackouts; 

Whereas at least 18,000 Iranians have been 
arrested across Iran according to official 
sources, and many thousands more have been 
detained according to independent reports; 

Whereas videos, images, and demonstra-
tions have spread to social media platforms 
and are an important way for the voices of 
the Iranian people to be heard; 

Whereas internet monitoring groups have 
reported that the Iranian regime has— 

(1) caused near-total disruption of internet 
connectivity in parts of Iran and partial dis-
ruptions in city centers; and 

(2) blocked WhatsApp, Twitter, Telegram, 
Facebook, Instagram, and video games with 
chat functions; 

Whereas common protest chants include— 
(1) ‘‘Women, life, and freedom!’’; 
(2) ‘‘Iranians die but will not be sup-

pressed!’’; and 
(3) ‘‘Death to the dictator Ayatollah Ali 

Khamenei!’’; 
Whereas the Iranian regime has a long his-

tory of structural and legal discrimination 
against women, including barriers for women 
seeking justice against domestic violence 
and criminal prohibitions against women 
singing or showing hair in public and study-
ing certain technical subjects; 

Whereas the Iranian regime approved of 
‘‘depriving one social right or more’’ for any 
woman who posts an unveiled picture of her-
self on social media, and, in August 2022, ap-
proved of enforcing mandatory hijab laws 
through facial recognition; 

Whereas, through misogynistic criminal 
statutes, the Iranian regime for decades has 
detained and engaged in the ongoing persecu-
tion of women, including— 

(1) Saba Kord Afshari, who was sentenced 
to 15 years in prison for posting videos to so-
cial media without a hijab and transferred 
into Ward 6 of the notorious Qarchak Wom-
en’s Prison, identified by the Secretary of 
the Treasury for gross violations of human 
rights; 

(2) Yasaman Aryani, her mother Monireh 
Arabshahi, and Mojgan Keshavarz, who were 
sentenced to serve five and a half years in 
prison for posting a video for International 
Women’s Day in 2019, during which they 
walked without headscarves through a metro 
train in Tehran, handing flowers to female 
passengers; 

(3) human rights attorney Nasrin 
Sotoudeh, who was sentenced in 2019 to 38 
years in prison and 148 lashes for providing 
legal defense services to women charged with 
not wearing a hijab; 

(4) Narges Mohammadi, a prominent rights 
advocate, who— 

(A) was arrested in November 2021 on the 
second anniversary of countrywide pro-
tests and is currently serving a 2-year sen-
tence in prison; 

(B) was handed a further sentence of 15 
months imprisonment for ‘‘propaganda 
against the state’’; and 

(C) previously, had been sentenced to 10 
years in prison in May 2015 for ‘‘estab-
lishing an illegal group’’, ‘‘assembly and 
collusion to act against national security’’, 
and ‘‘propaganda against the state’’; 
(5) former Vice President for Women and 

Family Affairs Shahindokht Molaverdi, who 
was charged with encouraging ‘‘corruption, 
prostitution, and sexual deviance’’, a com-
mon charge against women refusing manda-
tory hijab laws, and sentenced in December 
2020 to 30 months in prison for defending the 
right of women to attend sporting events and 
criticizing the practice of child marriage; 

(6) six women who were sentenced by the 
Culture and Media Court of Tehran in July 
2022 to each serve 1 year in prison for the of-
fense of singing songs in public; 

(7) Niloofar Hamedi, one of the first Ira-
nian journalists to report on Mahsa Amini’s 
death, who was arrested on September 22, 
2022, and is being held in solitary confine-
ment; and 

(8) countless other women; and 
Whereas peaceful protests in Iran over the 

last year have focused on grievances that in-
clude— 

(1) mismanagement of the economy and na-
tional resources; 

(2) prioritization of funding for terror 
groups and pariah regimes over social serv-
ices for the people of Iran; and 

(3) widespread political corruption: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That Congress— 

(1) condemns— 
(A) the brutal beating and death of Mahsa 

Amini; and 
(B) the violent suppression by the Iranian 

regime of women and men participating in 
the current demonstrations, including chil-
dren, and calls for transparent account-
ability for all killings of protesters by Ira-
nian security forces; 

(2) supports the women and men of Iran 
who are— 

(A) participating in the current protests to 
defend their fundamental human rights; and 

(B) risking their safety to speak out 
against the human rights abuses committed 
by the Iranian regime; 

(3) supports internet freedom programs 
that circumvent the regime and provide sup-
port for VPNs and other alternatives that 

can be used to bypass attempts by authori-
tarian governments to censor internet access 
during times of protest, and commends pri-
vate entities willing to provide programs to 
circumvent such censorship; 

(4) encourages continued efforts by the 
Biden Administration to respond to the pro-
tests, including the recent sanctioning of the 
Iranian morality police, and further encour-
ages the Biden Administration— 

(A) to immediately impose, under existing 
authorities, additional human rights sanc-
tions on officials and entities responsible for 
the repression of the current protests; 

(B) to prioritize efforts to expand unre-
stricted internet access in Iran, consistent 
with existing law; and 

(C) to work to develop a strategy to pre-
vent the Iranian regime from obtaining and 
exploiting facial recognition data and soft-
ware for the use of mass surveillance and en-
forcement of mandatory hijab; 

(5) encourages the private sector, following 
the recent clarification by the Biden Admin-
istration of sanctions exemptions on commu-
nications technology, to work with the 
Biden Administration to ensure protestors 
and activists have access to tools needed to 
circumvent government surveillance and re-
pression; and 

(6) welcomes the efforts of the inter-
national community to support protestors in 
Iran, and calls on the international commu-
nity— 

(A) to publicly condemn violence by the 
Iranian regime against peaceful protesters; 

(B) to speak out against violations by the 
regime of fundamental human rights, includ-
ing the freedom of expression, assembly, and 
redress of grievances of the Iranian people; 
and 

(C) to impose human rights sanctions on 
officials and entities that are responsible for 
the repression of current protests and in-
volved in violating the human rights of the 
Iranian people. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
New York (Ms. TENNEY) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. MEEKS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms. TENNEY). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, today, we consider an 

urgent bipartisan concurrent resolu-
tion condemning the Iranian regime for 
its gross human rights abuses against 
protesters in Iran, who are bravely 
speaking out and standing up to this 
terrorist regime after being brutally si-
lenced for two generations. 

I thank my Democratic co-lead, Mr. 
GOTTHEIMER, and House Foreign Affairs 
Committee Chair MCCAUL for their 
support of this resolution. 

While I was disappointed we were not 
able to get this resolution to the floor 
last Congress when I partnered with 
former Congressman MALINOWSKI, I am 
grateful that this resolution is now 
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