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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.

0 1409

So the resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to insert extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 2670.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 582 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2670.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. GOODEN) to preside
over the Committee of the Whole.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2670) to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2024 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense and for military
construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for
such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses, with Mr. GOODEN of Texas in the
chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

The gentleman from Alabama (Mr.
ROGERS) and the gentleman from Wash-
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ington (Mr. SMITH) each will control 30
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Alabama.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Chairman, I rise in strong sup-
port of H.R. 2670, the fiscal year 2024
National Defense Authorization Act.

H.R. 2670 represents a truly bipar-
tisan bill. I thank Ranking Member
SMITH for his tremendous help in mov-
ing this bill through committee. Con-
gress has the constitutional duty to
provide for our common defense. Every
year, we fulfill this duty by passing the
National Defense Authorization Act.

The fiscal year 2024 NDAA provides
our warfighters the resources and au-
thorities they need to provide for the
defense of our Nation and the security
of our allies around the world.

That is critical because the threats
we face today are more complex and se-
rious than they have been at any point
in the last 30 years. Topping that list is
an increasingly aggressive China.

Ranking Member SMITH and I re-
cently led a bipartisan delegation to
Taiwan, Japan, and the Philippines.
What was clear from our meetings was
that the threat posed by the Chinese
Communist Party is real and rep-
resents the most pressing national se-
curity challenge we have faced in dec-
ades.

The fiscal year 2024 NDAA was built
with that underlying goal of deterring
the Chinese Communist Party in mind.

It provides new authorities and
speeds the fielding of innovative new
technologies like artificial intelligence
and hypersonics that will give us the
advantage in a conflict with China. It
strengthens our security partnerships
with Taiwan and other Pacific allies.

It fully funds and expedites the mod-
ernization of the nuclear deterrent and
builds a stronger and more capable
missile defense. It protects the U.S.
military bases, critical infrastructure,
and academic research from Chinese
encroachment and espionage.

It builds the logistics networks that
the Pacific military needs to carry out
the operations against China. It in-
cludes new authorities to retool and re-
vitalize the industrial base to ensure
they can deliver the systems we need
to prevail in any conflict.

Reorienting our defense to deter the
threat from China will be an expensive
endeavor. We knowledge there are lim-
its on what we can afford to spend, that
is why this NDAA is hyperfocused on
rooting out waste in the DOD. If weap-
ons systems are not responsive to the
threats we face, we cut them.

In fact, the NDAA includes nearly $40
billion in savings from cutting systems
that can’t survive a conflict with China
and by reining in programs that have
grown out of control.

We also require the DOD Inspector
General to review major defense pro-
grams for waste, and we create a new
special inspector general to oversee all
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Ukraine aid. In the face of growing
threats from China, it is critical we re-
store the military’s focus on lethality.

The fiscal year 2024 NDAA does so by
bringing to an end divisive policies im-
plemented by this administration that
have hurt recruiting, unit cohesion,
and military readiness.

While I believe this will go a long
way toward resolving the recruiting
crisis we face, we also need to improve
the quality of life for our servicemem-
bers and their families. The NDAA does
that by providing for the largest pay
raise in 30 years and authorizes bo-
nuses for junior enlisted personnel.

It increases allowances for housing
and basic needs to counteract the
growing costs for food and housing. It
authorizes $200 million more than the
President requested to build new bar-
racks and family housing.

The bill expands access and signifi-
cantly reduces the cost of childcare for
military families. It makes it easier for
military spouses to find jobs when
servicemembers transfer stations.

Finally, it improves the quality of
military healthcare, especially mental
health services for our servicemembers
and their families.

This bill passed out of committee 58—
1. That is the definition of a bipartisan
bill. It will enhance congressional over-
sight of DOD and it will improve the
quality of life of our servicemembers.
It will help build the ready, capable,
and lethal fighting force we need to
deter the Chinese Communist Party
and our other adversaries.

Mr. Chairman, I urge all Members to
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE,
Washington, DC, June 28, 2023.
Hon. MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROGERS: I am writing to
you concerning H.R. 2670, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024.
There are certain provisions in the legisla-
tion that fall within the Rule X jurisdiction
of the Committee on Agriculture.

In the interest of permitting your com-
mittee to proceed expeditiously to floor con-
sideration of this important bill, I am will-
ing to waive this committee’s right to se-
quential referral. I do so with the under-
standing that by waiving consideration of
the bill, the Committee on Agriculture does
not waive any future jurisdictional claim
over the subject matters contained in the
bill that fall within its Rule X jurisdiction.
I request that you urge the Speaker to name
members of this committee to any con-
ference committee that is named to consider
such provisions.

Please place this letter into the committee
report on H.R. 2670 and into the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the
measure on the House floor. Thank you for
the cooperative spirit in which you have
worked regarding this matter and others be-
tween our respective committees.

Sincerely,
GLENN “‘GT” THOMPSON,
Chairman.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, June 29, 2023.
Hon. GLENN “GT”’ THOMPSON,
Chairman, Committee on Agriculture,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN THOMPSON: Thank you for
your letter regarding H.R. 2670, the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2024. 1 agree that the Committee on Agri-
culture has valid jurisdictional claims to
certain provisions in this important legisla-
tion, and I am most appreciative of your de-
cision not to request a referral in the inter-
est of expediting consideration of the bill. I
agree that by foregoing a sequential referral,
the Committee on Agriculture is not waiving
its jurisdiction. Further, this exchange of
letters will be included in the committee re-
port on the bill.

Sincerely,
MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS,
Washington, DC, June 29, 2023.
Hon. MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROGERS: I am writing to
you concerning H.R. 2670, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024.
There are certain provisions in the legisla-
tion that fall within the rule X jurisdiction
of the Committee on Appropriations.

In the interest of permitting your com-
mittee to proceed expeditiously to floor con-
sideration of this important bill, the Com-
mittee on Appropriations is willing to waive
its right to sequential referral. It does so
with the mutual understanding that the
Committee is not waiving any jurisdiction
over the subject matter contained in this or
other legislation, whether now or in the fu-
ture, and that the Committee will be appro-
priately consulted and involved as the bill or
similar legislation moves forward, so it may
address any remaining jurisdictional issues.
I further request that you urge the Speaker
to name members of this Committee to any
conference committee that is named to con-
sider such provisions.

Please place this letter in the committee
report on H.R. 2670 and in the Congressional
Record during consideration of the measure
on the House floor. Thank you for the coop-
erative spirit in which you have worked re-
garding this matter and others between our
respective committees.

Sincerely,
KAY GRANGER,
Chairwoman,
Committee on Appropriations.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, June 29, 2023.
Hon. KAY GRANGER,
Chairwoman, Committee on Appropriations,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRWOMAN GRANGER: Thank you
for your letter regarding H.R. 2670, the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2024. I agree that the Committee on Ap-
propriations has valid jurisdictional claims
to certain provisions in this important legis-
lation, and I am most appreciative of your
decision not to request a referral in the in-
terest of expediting consideration of the bill.
I agree that by foregoing a sequential refer-
ral, the Committee on Appropriations is not
waiving its jurisdiction. Further, this ex-
change of letters will be included in the com-
mittee report on the bill.

Sincerely,
MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET,
Washington, DC, June 28, 2023.
Hon. MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROGERS: I write to confirm
our mutual understanding regarding H.R.
2670, the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2024. H.R. 2670 contains provi-
sions that fall within the rule X jurisdiction
of the Committee on the Budget. However,
the Committee agrees to waive formal con-
sideration of the bill in order to expedite
House consideration of H.R. 2670.

The Committee on the Budget takes this
action with the mutual understanding that
we do not waive any jurisdiction over the
subject matter contained in this or similar
legislation, and the Committee will be ap-
propriately consulted and involved as this
bill or similar legislation moves forward so
that the Committee may address any re-
maining issues within our jurisdiction. The
Committee also reserves the right to seek
appointment of an appropriate number of
conferees to any House-Senate conference
convened on this legislation or similar legis-
lation and requests your support if such a re-
quest is made.

I would appreciate a response to this letter
confirming this understanding with respect
to H.R. 2670 and would ask that a copy of our
exchange of letters on this matter be in-
cluded in your committee report and in the
Congressional Record during floor consider-
ation of H.R. 2670. I look forward to con-
tinuing to work with you as this measure
moves through the legislative process.

Sincerely,
JODEY C. ARRINGTON,
Chairman,
Committee on the Budget.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET,
Washington, DC, June 28, 2023.
Hon. JODEY ARRINGTON,
Chairman, Committee on the Budget,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ARRINGTON: Thank you for
your letter regarding H.R. 2670, the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2024. I agree that the Committee on the
Budget has valid jurisdictional claims to cer-
tain provisions in this important legislation,
and I am most appreciative of your decision
not to request a referral in the interest of ex-
pediting consideration of the bill. I agree
that by foregoing a sequential referral, the
Committee on the Budget is not waiving its
jurisdiction. Further, this exchange of let-
ters will be included in the committee report
on the bill.

Sincerely,
MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON EDUCATION AND THE
WORKFORCE,
Washington, DC, June 26, 2023.
Hon. MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman, House Armed Services Committee,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROGERS: This letter is in
regard to the jurisdictional interest of the
Committee on Education and the Workforce
(‘“‘Committee’’) in certain provisions of H.R.
2670, the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2024, which fall within the
Rule X jurisdiction of the Committee on
Education and the Workforce.

In the interest of permitting your com-
mittee to proceed expeditiously to floor con-
sideration of this important bill, the Com-
mittee is willing to waive the right to se-
quential referral. By waiving consideration
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of the bill, the Committee does not waive
any future jurisdictional claim over the sub-
ject matters contained in the bill that fall
within its Rule X jurisdiction. I request that
you urge the Speaker to name members of
the Education and the Workforce Committee
to any conference committee that is named
to consider such provisions.

Please place this letter into the committee
report on H.R. 2670 and into the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the
measure on the House floor. Thank you for
the cooperative spirit in which you have
worked regarding this matter and others be-
tween our respective committees.

Sincerely,
VIRGINIA FOXX,
Chairwoman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, June 28, 2023.

Hon. VIRGINIA FOXX,

Chairwoman, Committee on Education and the
Workforce, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRWOMAN FoOxXX: Thank you for
your letter regarding H.R. 2670, the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2024. I agree that the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce has valid jurisdic-
tional claims to certain provisions in this
important legislation, and I am most appre-
ciative of your decision not to request a re-
ferral in the interest of expediting consider-
ation of the bill. I agree that by foregoing a
sequential referral, the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce is not waiving its
jurisdiction. Further, this exchange of let-
ters will be included in the committee report
on the bill.

Sincerely,
MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE,
Washington, DC, June 28, 2023.

Hon. MIKE ROGERS,

Chairman, Committee on Armed Services,

Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROGERS: I write to you
concerning H.R. 2670, the ‘‘National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024.”
While there are provisions in the legislation
that fall within the Rule X jurisdiction of
the Committee on Energy and Commerce, I
wanted to notify you that the Committee
will forgo action on the bill so that it may
proceed expeditiously to the House floor for
consideration.

This is done with the understanding that
the Committee’s jurisdictional interests over
this and similar legislation are in no way di-
minished or altered. In addition, the Com-
mittee reserves the right to seek conferees
on H.R. 2670 and requests your support when
such a request is made.

I would appreciate your response con-
firming this understanding with respect to
H.R. 2670 and ask that a copy of our ex-
change of letters on this matter be included
in the committee report on the bill or in the
Congressional Record during consideration
of the bill on the House floor.

Sincerely,
CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS,
Chair, Committee on Energy and
Commerce.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, June 29, 2023.

Hon. CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS,

Chair, Committee on Energy and Commerce,

House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIR MCMORRIS RODGERS: Thank
you for your letter regarding H.R. 2670, the
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National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2024. I agree that the Committee on
Energy and Commerce has valid jurisdic-
tional claims to certain provisions in this
important legislation, and I am most appre-
ciative of your decision not to request a re-
ferral in the interest of expediting consider-
ation of the bill. I agree that by foregoing a
sequential referral, the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce is not waiving its juris-
diction. Further, this exchange of letters
will be included in the committee report on
the bill.
Sincerely,
MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES,
Washington, DC, June 28, 2023.
Hon. MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman, House Committee on Armed Services,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROGERS: I am writing to
you concerning H.R. 2670, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024.
There are certain provisions in the legisla-
tion that fall within the Rule X jurisdiction
of the Committee on Financial Services.

In the interest of permitting your Com-
mittee to proceed expeditiously to floor con-
sideration of this important bill, I am will-
ing to waive the Financial Services Commit-
tee’s right to sequential referral. I do so with
the understanding that by waiving consider-
ation of the bill, the Committee on Financial
Services does not waive any future jurisdic-
tional claim over the subject matters con-
tained in the bill which fall within its Rule
X jurisdiction. I request that you urge the
Speaker to name Members of this committee
to any conference committee which is named
to consider such provisions.

Please place this letter into the committee
report on H.R. 2670 and into the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the
measure on the House floor. Thank you for
the cooperative spirit in which you have
worked regarding this matter and others be-
tween our respective committees.

Sincerely,
PATRICK MCHENRY,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, June 29, 2023.
Hon. PATRICK MCHENRY,
Chairman, Committee on Financial Services,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCHENRY: Thank you for
your letter regarding H.R. 2670, the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2024. I agree that the Committee on Finan-
cial Services has valid jurisdictional claims
to certain provisions in this important legis-
lation, and I am most appreciative of your
decision not to request a referral in the in-
terest of expediting consideration of the bill.
I agree that by foregoing a sequential refer-
ral, the Committee on Financial Services is
not waiving its jurisdiction. Further, this ex-
change of letters will be included in the com-
mittee report on the bill.

Sincerely,
MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, June 26, 2023.
Hon. MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROGERS: Thank you for
consulting with the Committee on Foreign
Affairs on H.R. 2670, the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024, cer-
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tain provisions of which fall within the Rule
X jurisdiction of the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

To help expedite its consideration, I agree
to forego a sequential referral of the bill,
subject to the understanding that this does
not in any way diminish or alter the juris-
diction of the Foreign Affairs Committee, or
prejudice its jurisdictional prerogatives on
this bill or similar legislation in the future.
I ask that you support the appointment of
Foreign Affairs conferees to any House-Sen-
ate conference involving this bill.

Please place our exchange of letters into
your committee report on H.R. 2670, and into
the Congressional Record during floor con-
sideration. I appreciate your cooperation on
this bill, and look forward to continuing to
work with you as H.R. 2670 moves through
the legislative process.

Sincerely,
MICHAEL T. MCCAUL,
Chairman.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, June 28, 2023.
Hon. MICHAEL MCCAUL,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCCAUL: Thank you for
your letter regarding H.R. 2670, the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2024. 1 agree that the Committee on Foreign
Affairs has valid jurisdictional claims to cer-
tain provisions in this important legislation,
and I am most appreciative of your decision
not to request a referral in the interest of ex-
pediting consideration of the bill. I agree
that by foregoing a sequential referral, the
Committee on Foreign Affairs is not waiving
its jurisdiction. Further, this exchange of
letters will be included in the committee re-
port on the bill.

Sincerely,
MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY,
Washington, DC, June 27, 2023.
Hon. MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROGERS: I write to you
concerning H.R. 2670, the ‘‘National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024.”
There are certain provisions in the legisla-
tion that fall within the Rule X jurisdiction
of the Committee on Homeland Security. In
the interest of permitting your committee to
proceed expeditiously to floor consideration
of this important bill, I am willing to waive
this committee’s right to sequential referral.

The Committee takes this action with the
understanding that by waiving consideration
of H.R. 2670, the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity does not waive any future jurisdic-
tional claim over the subject matters con-
tained in this or similar legislation, and that
we will be appropriately consulted and in-
volved as the bill or similar legislation
moves forward so we may address any re-
maining issues within our Rule X jurisdic-
tion. I request that you urge the Speaker to
name members of this committee to any
conference committee which is named to
consider such provisions.

Finally, please place this letter in the
committee report on H.R. 2670 and in the
Congressional Record during consideration
of the measure on the House floor. Thank
you for your cooperation on this matter.

Sincerely,
MARK E. GREEN, MD,
Chairman.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, June 28, 2023.
Hon. MARK GREEN,
Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN GREEN: Thank you for
your letter regarding H.R. 2670, the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2024. 1 agree that the Committee on Home-
land Security has valid jurisdictional claims
to certain provisions in this important legis-
lation, and I am most appreciative of your
decision not to request a referral in the in-
terest of expediting consideration of the bill.
I agree that by foregoing a sequential refer-
ral, the Committee on Homeland Security is
not waiving its jurisdiction. Further, this ex-
change of letters will be included in the com-
mittee report on the bill.

Sincerely,
MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON HOUSE ADMINISTRATION,
Washington, DC, June 28, 2023.
Hon. MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROGERS: I am writing to
you concerning H.R. 2670, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024.
There are certain provisions in the legisla-
tion that fall within the Rule X jurisdiction
of the Committee on House Administration.

In the interest of permitting your com-
mittee to proceed expeditiously to floor con-
sideration of this important bill, I am will-
ing to waive this Committee’s right to se-
quential referral. I do so with the under-
standing that by waiving consideration of
the bill, the Committee on House Adminis-
tration does not waive any future jurisdic-
tional claim over the subject matters con-
tained in the bill that fall within its Rule X
jurisdiction. I request that you urge the
Speaker to name members of this Committee
to any conference committee that is named
to consider such provisions.

Please place this letter into the committee
report on H.R. 2670 and into the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the
measure on the House floor. Thank you for
the cooperative spirit in which you have
worked regarding this matter and others be-
tween our respective committees.

Sincerely,
BRYAN STEIL,
Chairman,
Committee on House Administration.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, June 28, 2023.
Hon. BRYAN STEIL,
Chairman, Committee on House Administration,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN STEIL: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 2670, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024.
I agree that the Committee on House Admin-
istration has valid jurisdictional claims to
certain provisions in this important legisla-
tion, and I am most appreciative of your de-
cision not to request a referral in the inter-
est of expediting consideration of the bill. I
agree that by foregoing a sequential referral,
the Committee on House Administration is
not waiving its jurisdiction. Further, this ex-
change of letters will be included in the com-
mittee report on the bill.

Sincerely,

MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, PER-
MANENT SELECT COMMITTEE ON IN-
TELLIGENCE,

Washington, DC, June 28, 2023.
Hon. MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROGERS: I write in re-
sponse to your committee’s request con-
cerning H.R. 2670, the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024. Certain
provisions in the legislation fall within the
jurisdiction of the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence (the ‘“‘Committee’’), as
established by Rule X of the Rules of the
House of Representatives for the 118th Con-
gress.

In the interest of expediting floor consider-
ation of this important bill, I am willing to
waive the Committee’s right to request a se-
quential referral. By doing so, the Com-
mittee does not waive any future claim over
subjects addressed in the bill which fall with-
in the Committee’s jurisdiction. I also re-
quest that you urge the Speaker to name
members of the Committee to any con-
ference committee on the bill.

Please place this letter into the committee
report on H.R. 2670 and into the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the
measure on the House floor. Thank you for
the cooperative spirit in which you have
worked regarding this matter and others be-
tween our respective committees.

Sincerely,
MICHAEL R. TURNER,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, June 28, 2023.
Hon. MICHAEL TURNER,
Chairman, Permanent Select Committee on In-
telligence,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN TURNER: Thank you for
your letter regarding H.R. 2670, the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2024. I agree that the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence has valid jurisdic-
tional claims to certain provisions in this
important legislation, and I am most appre-
ciative of your decision not to request a re-
ferral in the interest of expediting consider-
ation of the bill. I agree that by foregoing a
sequential referral, the Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence is not waiving its
jurisdiction. Further, this exchange of let-
ters will be included in the committee report
on the bill.

SINCERELY,
MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY,
Washington, DC, June 28, 2023.
Hon. MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROGERS: I write regarding
H.R. 2670, the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2024. Provisions of
this bill fall within the Judiciary Commit-
tee’s Rule X jurisdiction, and I appreciate
that you consulted with us on those provi-
sions. The Judiciary Committee agrees that
it shall be discharged from further consider-
ation of the bill so that it may proceed expe-
ditiously to the House floor.

The Committee takes this action with the
understanding that forgoing further consid-
eration of this measure does not in any way
alter the Committee’s jurisdiction or waive
any future jurisdictional claim over these
provisions or their subject matter. We also
reserve the right to seek appointment of an
appropriate number of conferees in the event
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of a conference with the Senate involving
this measure or similar legislation.

I ask that you please include this letter in
your committee’s report to accompany this
legislation or insert this letter in the Con-
gressional Record during consideration of
H.R. 2670 on the House floor. I appreciate the
cooperative manner in which our commit-
tees have worked on this matter, and I look
forward to working collaboratively in the fu-
ture on matters of shared jurisdiction.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
JIM JORDAN,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, June 28, 2023.
Hon. JIM JORDAN,
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN JORDAN: Thank you for
your letter regarding H.R. 2670, the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2024. I agree that the Committee on the Judi-
ciary has valid jurisdictional claims to cer-
tain provisions in this important legislation,
and I am most appreciative of your decision
not to request a referral in the interest of ex-
pediting consideration of the bill. I agree
that by foregoing a sequential referral, the
Committee on the Judiciary is not waiving
its jurisdiction. Further, this exchange of
letters will be included in the committee re-
port on the bill.

Sincerely,
MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES,
Washington, DC, June 28, 2023.
Hon. MIKE ROGERS,
Chair, Committee on Armed Services,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROGERS: I write to you
concerning H.R. 2670, the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024.
There are certain provisions in the legisla-
tion that fall within the Rule X jurisdiction
of the Committee on Natural Resources.

In the interest of permitting your com-
mittee to proceed expeditiously to floor con-
sideration of this important bill, I am will-
ing to waive this committee’s right to se-
quential referral. I do so with the under-
standing that by waiving consideration of
the bill, the Committee on Natural Re-
sources does not waive any future jurisdic-
tional claim over the subject matters con-
tained in the bill that fall within its Rule X
jurisdiction. I request that you urge the
Speaker to name members of this committee
to any conference committee that is named
to consider such provisions.

Please place this letter into the committee
report on H.R. 2670 and into the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the
measure on the House floor. Thank you for
the cooperative spirit in which you have
worked regarding this matter and others be-
tween our respective committees.

Sincerely,
BRUCE WESTERMAN,
Chairman,
Committee on Natural Resources.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, June 28, 2023.
Hon. BRUCE WESTERMAN,
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN WESTERMAN: Thank you
for your letter regarding H.R. 2670, the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2024. I agree that the Committee on
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Natural Resources has valid jurisdictional
claims to certain provisions in this impor-
tant legislation, and I am most appreciative
of your decision not to request a referral in
the interest of expediting consideration of
the bill. I agree that by foregoing a sequen-
tial referral, the Committee on Natural Re-
sources is not waiving its jurisdiction. Fur-
ther, this exchange of letters will be included
in the committee report on the bill.
Sincerely,
MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND AC-
COUNTABILITY,
Washington, DC, June 28, 2023.
Hon. MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROGERS: I am writing to
you concerning H.R. 2670, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024.
There are certain provisions in the legisla-
tion that fall within the Rule X jurisdiction
of the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability.

In the interest of permitting your com-
mittee to proceed expeditiously to floor con-
sideration of this important bill, I am will-
ing to waive this committee’s right to se-
quential referral. I do so with the under-
standing that by waiving consideration of
the bill, Committee on Oversight and Ac-
countability does not waive any future juris-
dictional claim over the subject matters con-
tained in the bill which fall within its Rule
X jurisdiction. I request that you urge the
Speaker to name members of this committee
to any conference committee which is named
to consider such provisions.

Please place this letter into the committee
report on H.R. 2670 and into the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the
measure on the House floor. Thank you for
the cooperative spirit in which you have
worked regarding this matter and others be-
tween our respective committees.

Sincerely,
JAMES COMER,

Chairman, COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT &

ACCOUNTABILITY.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, June 29, 2023.
Hon. JAMES COMER,
Chairman, Committee on Owversight and Ac-
countability,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN COMER: Thank you for
your letter regarding H.R. 2670, the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2024. 1 agree that the Committee on Over-
sight and Accountability has valid jurisdic-
tional claims to certain provisions in this
important legislation, and I am most appre-
ciative of your decision not to request a re-
ferral in the interest of expediting consider-
ation of the bill. I agree that by foregoing a
sequential referral, the Committee on Over-
sight and Accountability is not waiving its
jurisdiction. Further, this exchange of let-
ters will be included in the committee report
on the bill.

Sincerely,
MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATVES, COM-
MITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND
TECHNOLOGY,
Washington, DC, June 29, 2023.
Hon. MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROGERS: I am writing to

you concerning H.R. 2670, the National De-
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fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024.

There are certain provisions in the legisla-

tion that fall within the Rule X jurisdiction

of the Committee on Science, Space, and

Technology.

In the interest of permitting your com-
mittee to proceed expeditiously to floor con-
sideration of this important bill, I am will-
ing to waive this committee’s right to se-
quential referral. I do so with the under-
standing that by waiving consideration of
the bill, the Committee on Science, Space,
and Technology does not waive any future
jurisdictional claim over the subject matters
contained in the bill which fall within its
Rule X jurisdiction. I request that you urge
the Speaker to name members of this com-
mittee to any conference committee which is
named to consider such provisions.

Please place this letter into the committee
report on H.R. 2670 and into the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the
measure on the House floor. Thank you for
the cooperative spirit in which you have
worked regarding this matter and others be-
tween our respective committees.

Sincerely,
FRANK D. LUCAS,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, June 29, 2023.

Hon. FRANK LUCAS:

Chairman, Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN LUCAS: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 2670, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024.
I agree that the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology has valid jurisdic-
tional claims to certain provisions in this
important legislation, and I am most appre-
ciative of your decision not to request a re-
ferral in the interest of expediting consider-
ation of the bill. I agree that by foregoing a
sequential referral, the Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology is not
waiving its jurisdiction. Further, this ex-
change of letters will be included in the com-
mittee report on the bill.

Sincerely,
MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS,
Washington, DC, June 26, 2023.

Hon. MIKE ROGERS,

Chair, Committee on Armed Services,

House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROGERS: I am writing to
you concerning H.R. 2670, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024.
There are certain provisions in the legisla-
tion that fall within the Rule X jurisdiction
of the Committee on Small Business.

In the interest of permitting your com-
mittee to proceed expeditiously to floor con-
sideration of this important bill, I am will-
ing to waive this committee’s right to se-
quential referral. I do so with the under-
standing that by waiving consideration of
the bill, the Committee on Small Business
does not waive any future jurisdictional
claim over the subject matters contained in
the bill which fall within its Rule X jurisdic-
tion. I request that you urge the Speaker to
name members of this committee to any
conference committee which is named to
consider such provisions.

Please place this letter into the committee
report on H.R. 2670 and into the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the
measure on the House floor. Thank you for
the cooperative spirit in which you have
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worked regarding this matter and others be-
tween our respective committees.
Sincerely,
ROGER WILLIAMS,
Chairman,
Committee on Small Business.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, June 28, 2023.

Hon. ROGER WILLIAMS,

Chairman, Committee on Small Business,

House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN WILLIAMS: Thank you for
your letter regarding H.R. 2670, the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2024. I agree that the Committee on Small
Business has valid jurisdictional claims to
certain provisions in this important legisla-
tion, and I am most appreciative of your de-
cision not to request a referral in the inter-
est of expediting consideration of the bill. I
agree that by foregoing a sequential referral,
the Committee on Small Business is not
waiving its jurisdiction. Further, this ex-
change of letters will be included in the com-
mittee report on the bill.

Sincerely,
MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE,
Washington, DC, June 26, 2023.

Hon. MIKE ROGERS,

Chairman, Committee on Armed Services,

Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROGERS: I am writing to
you concerning H.R. 2670, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024.
There are certain provisions in the legisla-
tion that fall within the Rule X jurisdiction
of the Committee on Transportation and in-
frastructure.

In the interest of permitting your Com-
mittee to proceed expeditiously to floor con-
sideration of this important bill, I am will-
ing to waive this Committee’s right to se-
quential referral. I do so with the under-
standing that by waiving consideration of
the bill, the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure does not waive any future
jurisdictional claim over the subject matters
contained in the bill which fall within its
Rule X jurisdiction. I request that you urge
the Speaker to name members of this Com-
mittee to any conference committee which is
named to consider such provisions.

Please place this letter into the Com-
mittee report on H.R. 2670 and into the Con-
gressional Record during consideration of
the measure on the House floor. Thank you
for the cooperative spirit in which you have
worked regarding this matter and others be-
tween our respective Committees.

Sincerely,
SAM GRAVES,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, June 28, 2023.

Hon. SAM GRAVES,

Chairman, Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN GRAVES, Thank you for
your letter regarding H.R. 2670, the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2024. 1 agree that the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure has valid juris-
dictional claims to certain provisions in this
important legislation, and I am most appre-
ciative of your decision not to request a re-
ferral in the interest of expediting consider-
ation of the bill. I agree that by foregoing a
sequential referral, the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure is not waiving
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its jurisdiction. Further, this exchange of
letters will be included in the committee re-
port on the bill.
Sincerely,
MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, June 28, 2023.
Hon. MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROGERS: I am writing to
you concerning H.R. 2670, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024.
There are certain provisions in the legisla-
tion that fall within the Rule X jurisdiction
of the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

In the interest of permitting your com-
mittee to proceed expeditiously to floor con-
sideration of this important bill, I am will-
ing to waive this Committee’s right to se-
quential referral. I do so with the under-
standing that by waiving consideration of
the bill, the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
does not waive any future jurisdictional
claim over the subject matters contained in
the bill that fall within its Rule X jurisdic-
tion. I request that you urge the Speaker to
name members of this Committee to any
conference committee that is named to con-
sider such provisions,

Please place this letter into the committee
report on H.R. 2670 and into the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the
measure on the House floor. Thank you for
the cooperative spirit in which you have
worked regarding this matter and others be-
tween our respective committees.

Sincerely,
MIKE BOST,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, June 29, 2023.
Hon. MIKE BOST,
Chairman, Committee on Veterans’ Affairs,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN BoST: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 2670, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024.
[ agree that the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs has valid jurisdictional claims to cer-
tain provisions in this important legislation,
and I am most appreciative of your decision
not to request a referral in the interest of ex-
pediting consideration of the bill. I agree
that by foregoing a sequential referral, the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs is not
waiving its jurisdiction. Further, this ex-
change of letters will be included in the com-
mittee report on the bill.

Sincerely,
MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS,
Washington, DC, June 29, 2023.
Hon. MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROGERS: I am writing with
respect to H.R. 2670, the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024.
There are certain provisions in the legisla-
tion that fall within the Rule X jurisdiction
of the Committee on Ways and Means.

In the interest of permitting your com-
mittee to proceed expeditiously to floor con-
sideration of this important bill, I am will-
ing to waive this Committee’s right to se-
quential referral. I do so with the under-
standing that by waiving consideration of
the bill, the Committee on Ways and Means
does not waive any future jurisdictional
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claim over the subject matters contained in
the bill that fall within its Rule X jurisdic-
tion. I request that you urge the Speaker to
name members of this Committee to any
conference committee that is named to con-
sider such provisions.

Please place this letter into the committee
report on H.R. 2670 and into the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the
measure on the House floor. Thank you for
the cooperative spirit in which you have
worked regarding this matter and others be-
tween our respective committees.

Sincerely,
JASON SMITH,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, June 29, 2023.
Hon. JASON SMITH,
Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN SMITH: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 2670, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024.
I agree that the Committee on Ways and
Means has valid jurisdictional claims to cer-
tain provisions in this important legislation,
and I am most appreciative of your decision
not to request a referral in the interest of ex-
pediting consideration of the bill. I agree
that by foregoing a sequential referral, the
Committee on Ways and Means is not
waiving its jurisdiction. Further, this ex-
change of letters will be included in the com-
mittee report on the bill.

Sincerely,
MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman.
Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.

Chairman, I yield myself 4 minutes.

Mr. Chair, I agree with Chairman
ROGERS. This is a very strong bipar-
tisan bill and it reflects the process
that we go through every year in pass-
ing the National Defense Authorization
Act. We had a great markup in com-
mittee. It was a bipartisan process. We
considered at least a thousand different
amendments and ideas that were
brought to us by members from across
the committee. We had very good de-
bates in those amendments, and we
came out with what I think is an excel-
lent bipartisan product.

Mr. Chairman, I thank Chairman
ROGERS in his first year as chairman.
He has done an outstanding job of
being inclusive of all of us and pro-
ducing a great bill.

Mr. Chairman, I thank the staff. The
members sort of throw the ideas out
there and the staff are the ones that
have to sort through them and turn
them into amendments and negotiate
to try to get it done. We are blessed
with an outstanding staff on the Armed
Services Committee. I very much ap-
preciate their support.

Mr. Chairman, I will start by empha-
sizing one of the last points that Chair-
man ROGERS made on accountability
and efficiency within the military.

The Department of Defense is a very
large bureaucracy. We will never com-
pletely eliminate any wasteful deci-
sion, but we are absolutely focused on
doing the best we can, and this bill re-
flects that to try to make sure that we
are getting our money’s worth for the
systems and programs that we are
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funding. I think the chairman has done
a great job of leading on that.

Mr. Chairman, we are working to-
ward getting a full audit of the Pen-
tagon. We are auditing piece by piece
and empowering the Inspector General
to make sure that we do a better job of
spending the taxpayers’ dollars.

Overall, the NDAA weaves three
basic things into it. Number one, and
most importantly, is support for the
men and women who serve in our mili-
tary and their families. Without this
bill, crucial programs will be lost that
provide that support. We offer bonuses
and other incentive pay. We increased
the basic housing allowance. There are
all kinds of issues that go toward the
basic necessities that men and women
in the military and their families need
to support them that doesn’t happen
without this legislation.

We have mentioned, and I mention
again, the importance of recruitment
and retention. That is one of the big-
gest issues. Are we supporting the serv-
icemembers and their families?

This bill is the opportunity that we,
as Members of Congress, have to make
sure that we are doing that as a body.

The second big issue is modernizing
the military. The chairman mentioned
this, as well. On the modern battle-
field, technology and new innovations
are crucial. It is changing constantly
and needs to be updated. The Pentagon
historically has not been great at field-
ing new technologies quickly. We put a
variety of different provisions in there
to help incentivize that and move them
toward doing that.

The modern battlefield is about in-
formation systems, missiles, missile
defense, drone, and counter drone. We
need to have the best in all of that. We
need to innovate, and this bill helps get
us there.

Lastly, the bill recognizes the threat
environment that we face. They recog-
nize the threat from China, the threat
from Russia, and others to make sure
that we have adequate deterrence.

We continue the Indo-Pacific Defense
Initiative to help offer that deterrence
to China, and, crucially, we continue to
support Ukraine. I want to emphasize
that last point. You cannot be legiti-
mately concerned about the threat
that China poses and not be willing to
support Ukraine.

If Putin and Russia are able to do
what they want to do in Ukraine, that
gives a green light to President Xi and
China to do the same thing elsewhere.
Russia must be defeated in Ukraine. A
sovereign, democratic Ukraine must
survive for our country’s vision of what
national security should be for the
globe. You can’t do one without the
other, and I hope we will do both.

Mr. Chairman, this is a very strong
bill. I support the bill as it is currently
before us. The amendments that are in
front of us are going to be debated one
way or the other, and I will still sup-
port the bill after that.

As we all know, that is not the end of
the story here. There is a second rule
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allegedly coming. I sincerely hope that
the majority prioritizes getting this
bill done over the certain views of a
small number of extreme Members. We
have a good bill. Let’s pass it. Let’s not
mess it up.

Mr. Chairman, I urge support for this
piece of legislation, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. WITTMAN),
the vice chairman of the full com-
mittee.

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Chairman, 14
hours and 16 minutes—after consid-
ering over 1,000 amendments, that is
the amount of time that it took to
mark up the National Defense Author-
ization Act late last month in com-
mittee. The final vote was a resounding
58-1 to favorably report the bill.

Chairman ROGERS and Ranking Mem-
ber SMITH should be rightly congratu-
lated on delivering this bipartisan bill
to the floor today. I hope that we can
similarly send to the Senate a bill that
is equally bipartisan.

As to our national security, there is
a quiet urgency demanded of us to
move expeditiously on the passage of
this bill. The Davidson Window of po-
tential conflict with China in the late
2020s marks a day even closer.

Unfortunately, I am not convinced
that our Nation fully understands this
future peril. When we send service-
members in harm’s way, should we not
also provide them with the best equip-
ment and technology that our Nation
can offer?

This NDAA provides that necessary
assurance and a message to dissuade
potential aggressors from future con-
flict.

As to the committee mark, it is wor-
thy of support and includes advances in
F-35 modernization and accelerates the
fourth offset offered by the collabo-
rative combat aircraft. It invests in the
long-range precision fires that our
military needs for the Indo-Pacific.

It aligns the Next Generation Air Do-
mestic aircraft with its propulsion en-
gine and, finally, accelerates Army
ground modernization. I am confident
that our Nation is better served with
the passage of the tactical air and land
forces mark.

Mr. Chairman, before I conclude, I
specifically recognize Ranking Member
NORCROSS for his partnership and lead-
ership. He is dedicated to supporting
our servicemembers, has the vision to
see our national security perils, and
the political fortitude to respond to
our most serious threats. I truly appre-
ciate his counsel and advice in deliv-
ering our Dbipartisan subcommittee
mark.

My friends, the hour is late, we need
to consider our constitutional responsi-
bility required by the Davidson Win-
dow and respond with the urgency it
demands.

Mr. Chairman, I encourage my fellow
Members to answer the bell and sup-
port this bill.
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Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Chair,
I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from California (Mr. GARAMENDI), the
ranking member of the Readiness Sub-
committee.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Chair, I thank
Chairman ROGERS and Ranking Mem-
ber SMITH for their leadership on the
committee and the work that has been
done. Also, a special shout-out to
Chairman WALTz, with whom I have
the pleasure of working on the Readi-
ness Subcommittee.

Throughout the creation of this bill
and the previous four bills, the sub-
committee has focused on our core mis-
sion: ensuring America’s military serv-
icemembers have the resources and
training to execute their missions and
return home safely to their families.

The bill that advanced from the sub-
committee made great strides to im-
prove the housing, childcare, and bar-
racks for the servicemembers and their
families; develop resilient installations
capable of withstanding the challenges
of natural events; reduce the consump-
tion of petroleum fuel and address the
impacts of climate change while ensur-
ing our forces are prepared to face the
challenges and threats wherever and
whenever they may arise.

There are, of course, still areas for
improvement. We must do more to
fully factor sustainment and mainte-
nance into everything we do. We can-
not be distracted by the purchase of
shiny, new equipment if that equip-
ment cannot be sustained for the mis-
sion when it is needed.

We must also continue to fight price
gouging by defense contractors, which
takes taxpayer dollars intended to
equip our forces and redirects them to
corporate profits. We will continue to
tackle these issues, but I remain proud
of what this committee has done.

I am, however, concerned that the
majority has forced into this bill con-
troversial social and political issues
that do not advance our national secu-
rity. Unreasonable demands which roll
back efforts to ensure our military re-
flects the country that it serves or to
prepare the military for the future are
the absolute wrong direction. I hope
that we eliminate these divisive issues
and that they will not be included in
the final bill.

We will work together, therefore, to
prioritize the authorizations that our
armed services need and our service-
members and military families deserve.
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Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. LAMBORN),
who is the chairman of the Strategic
Forces Subcommittee.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Chairman, I ap-
preciate Chairman ROGERS’ leadership
on this legislation.

Mr. Chairman, I rise today in favor of
the Fiscal Year 2024 National Defense
Authorization Act. This bill prioritizes
our military, safeguards their rights,
and puts forward a fighting force that
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will stand against those who threaten
the United States of America.

As chairman of the Strategic Forces
Subcommittee, I have had the distinct
honor of working closely with my col-
leagues on the House Armed Services
Committee on this year’s NDAA. This
bill fully funds modernization of our
nuclear triad, establishes the nuclear
sea-launched cruise missile as a pro-
gram of record, prevents the Biden ad-
ministration from attempting to retire
any element of our nuclear arsenal,
and prohibits them from sharing nu-
clear information with Russia until the
Russians reciprocate.

Additionally, the bill removes out-
dated missile defense policy limita-
tions and crucially requires and funds
acceleration in our development of
hypersonic capabilities.

Finally, it advances our organization
in military space, including with the
establishment of a space national
guard.

My colleagues in the House will be
pleased to know that this bill also
takes significant steps to end wokeness
in the military by banning critical race
theory and ending DEI overreach. Our
military is not a social experiment. It
is a fighting force that should be em-
powered to prioritize those missions.

To this end, the bill includes a 5.2
percent pay raise for servicemembers,
expands opportunities for military
spouses, and expands access to
childcare and schools for military fam-
ilies.

I also thank Representative SETH
MoULTON of Massachusetts for his bi-
partisan efforts as ranking member of
the subcommittee.

Mr. Chairman, I encourage all of my
colleagues to vote ‘‘yes.”

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Chairman, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from  Massachusetts (Mr.
MOULTON), who is the ranking member
on the Strategic Forces Subcommittee.

Mr. MOULTON. Mr. Chairman, I am
proud to support the Fiscal Year 2024
National Defense Authorization Act as
passed out of the House Armed Serv-
ices Committee.

While this bill includes some provi-
sions that are not in line with Demo-
cratic priorities, it does represent a
truly bipartisan product that was over-
whelmingly supported by our com-
mittee. I thank Chairmen Rogers and
Lamborn for working with me during
our markup process, particularly on
critical areas such as restoring funding
for critical National Nuclear Security
Administration efforts on nonprolifera-
tion and National Missile Defense pol-
icy.

Overall, I am proud of what is in this
bill. It adds critical oversight to the
nuclear weapons modernization enter-
prise, and while I firmly believe this
world would be a better, safer place for
our children without nuclear weap-
ons—a view shared by many of us—the
reality is that our nuclear deterrent is
a key component of strategic stability
so long as we have determined adver-
saries unwilling to engage in serious
discussions of arms reduction.
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Given that sobering reality, I support
the administration’s nuclear mod-
ernization plans, but I continue to have
serious concerns about requiring the
U.S. Navy to develop a nuclear-capable
sea-launched cruise missile, as this bill
would require. I believe we need to bet-
ter understand the impacts to both the
Navy and NNSA before we direct a pro-
gram of record.

Across space, missile defense, and
hypersonic weapons, this bill advances
key technologies and capabilities while
also requiring more in-depth study on
how these systems will contribute to a
future conflict and impact strategic
stability.

I want to particularly call out Chair-
man ROGERS’ noting the $40 billion of
cuts to old weapons systems we don’t
need to make room for the new. That is
politically tough to do, and it is incred-
ibly important that we accomplish it.

While this bill largely represents
continuity and bipartisanship, my abil-
ity to support it going further depends
on what a small group of my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle might try
to add on to it. Targeting diversity, eq-
uity, and inclusion; reproductive and
women’s rights; and the LGBTQ+ com-
munity, in addition to cutting off our
assistance to Ukraine, are areas that I
cannot support in a bipartisan bill.

Over hours of politically motivated
debate attacking these programs, the
majority offered zero evidence that
they actually hurt recruiting. Indeed,
what evidence is available tells the op-
posite story. Good luck recruiting
women if they can’t get healthcare
based on the whims of which base they
are assigned. Good luck recruiting mi-
norities if they think they won’t be re-
spected in the service.

Finally, I will take this opportunity
to again thank our subcommittee staff,
Ryan Tully, Whitney Verett, Peter
Schirtzinger, Maria Vastola, and Zach
Calderon; my personal staff, Caroline
Jones; and our Navy fellow, Kurt
Shulkitas.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Mississippi (Mr. KELLY),
who is the chairman of the Seapower
and Projection Forces Subcommittee.

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise today to voice my strong
support of H.R. 2670, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2024.

First, I thank Chairman ROGERS and
Ranking Member SMITH for their lead-
ership throughout this process. I also
thank my counterpart and friend on
the Seapower and Projection Forces
Subcommittee, Ranking Member JOE
COURTNEY.

This year’s NDAA is a step in the
right direction in strengthening our
national defense. The bill wisely re-
jects the Biden administration’s re-
quest to divest certain warships and
aircraft, such as the F-22 and the C-130,
thus ensuring our continued superi-
ority in the near term.

Our servicemembers are the back-
bone of our national security, and this
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bill supports our servicemembers with
a 5.2 percent increase in basic pay, the
largest pay raise in over 20 years. It au-
thorizes a monthly bonus for junior en-
listed members to counteract the ef-
fects of inflation. This legislation also
expands the basic needs allowance to
aid low-income servicemembers sup-
porting families and extends military
recruitment and retention bonuses.
Furthermore, it waives fees on the
TRICARE dental program for selected
Guard and Reserve members while
strengthening oversight of the
TRICARE pharmacy program.

The Fiscal Year 2024 NDAA also pro-
vides substantial cost savings and re-
forms. It cuts inefficient defense pro-
grams, obsolete weapons systems, and
unnecessary Pentagon bureaucracy, re-
sulting in a savings of $40 billion for
the taxpayers. These savings include
significant funds from the divestment
of obsolete aircraft, decommissioning
of outdated ships, and cuts to weapons
programs that have either not met de-
velopment milestones or experienced
excessive cost growth.

This bill further increases financial
accountability by penalizing the De-
partment of Defense for cost overruns
on major defense programs and requir-
ing comprehensive audits of price and
cost data for these programs.

Finally, the bill provides assistance
to the 8,000 servicemembers discharged
for failing to take the COVID-19 vac-
cine and gives them a path back to
service.

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues
to support this.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Chairman, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. KHANNA),
who is the ranking member of the
Cyber, Information Technologies, and
Innovation Subcommittee.

Mr. KHANNA. Mr. Chairman, I thank
Ranking Member SMITH and Chairman
ROGERS for their support of my bipar-
tisan amendment to require the De-
partment of Defense to track whether
their equipment is made in the United
States. I was surprised that the Depart-
ment of Defense does not know wheth-
er essential weapons equipment today
have component parts that are made
overseas and what percentage are made
overseas.

We have a problem in this country in
terms of our industrial base. Of the top
15 steel companies in the world, 9 of
them are in China. Not one is in the
United States. We just realized, in
terms of artillery to Ukraine, that we
don’t have enough conventional artil-
lery, forcing us to be considering clus-
ter bombs.

We need to build our industrial base,
and to do that, we need to figure out
where the Department of Defense is
getting weapons and the component
parts, what are essential weapons and
essential supply chains, and how we
can ensure that those essential supply
chains are made in the United States of
America.

This bipartisan amendment will help
us get that information and that data.
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Mr. Chairman, again, I thank Rank-
ing Member SMITH and Chairman ROG-
ERS for including this in the NDAA.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. GALLA-
GHER), who is the chairman of the
Cyber, Information Technologies, and
Innovation Subcommittee.

Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Chairman, I
thank the gentleman from California
for his work, in a bipartisan fashion, on
the CITI Subcommittee. His bipartisan
spirit is always a pleasure, and the in-
novative mindset that my friend has
brought to our work together, I very
much enjoyed.

My staff prepared a beautiful speech.
I will, instead, be blunt and, hopefully,
be brief.

The way I see it is that we are in the
early stages of a strategic competition
or a new cold war with the Chinese
Communist Party, and we are not win-
ning in part because we haven’t
grasped the fundamental insight that
in order to prevent war, which is a goal
we all share, one must move and one
must wage peace with the same alac-
rity, urgency, and creativity that one
wages war.

Despite the horrors on display in
Eastern Europe on the battlefields of
Ukraine, we have not yet improved our
deterrent posture in the Indo-Pacific
west of the International Date Line
such that we can persuade Xi Jinping
that his attempt to take Taiwan by
force will fail. That is where this bill
comes in.

This makes extraordinary improve-
ments in terms of our deterrent pos-
ture, which is a testament to the col-
laboration between Chairman ROGERS
and Ranking Member SMITH.

To the Members of this body who are
skeptical and who feel as if they didn’t
get enough wins in the bill, I get it. We
are in divided government. This bill
would look different if there was uni-
fied government one way or the other.
What we have here is a serious bipar-
tisan compromise. It is not perfect, but
it is a good bill.

The Armed Services Committee is
the last remaining functional body in
Congress. It works because everyone is
brought into the process. None of us
gets 100 percent of what we want, but
we all get a chance to influence the
outcome.

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues
to support this critical piece of legisla-
tion. I believe it promotes the cause of
peace, and I believe it promotes the

cause of defending American sov-
ereignty.
Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.

amen to Mr.
I appreciate

Chairman, first of all,
GALLAGHER’S comments.
that impassioned speech.

Mr. Chairman, I yield 3 minutes to
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
KiMm), who is the ranking member on
the Military Personnel Subcommittee.

Mr. KIM of New Jersey. Mr. Chair-
man, I believe you can tell a lot about
the values of a nation based on how
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they treat and care for those who step
up and are entrusted with defending
the nation. If we are honest with our-
selves, we don’t always keep our prom-
ises, and we don’t always do enough for
them.

We have servicemembers who are
struggling with food insecurity and
mental health challenges. We have
military families struggling with ris-
ing costs and prices, issues that we can
better deal with, whether childcare or
others.

To have the best and strongest mili-
tary, we need to be the best and strong-
est employer. This NDAA is our chance
to do better.

So far, this NDAA takes some impor-
tant steps to improve the quality of
life for our servicemembers and their
families. It gives a needed pay raise,
and it takes action to address suicide
and childcare needs. There is more that
we need to do, but these are important
steps forward.

I have also seen and heard of provi-
sions and amendments, though, that
would make it harder for servicemem-
bers to get access to the care that they
need or to know and feel that they are
welcome and supported by our military
and our country.

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues
to oppose efforts that would do that
and that would jeopardize some of the
gains for our military families that are
in this NDAA and make it harder for us
to recruit for our all-volunteer force, a
force that is the most diverse fighting
force on this planet.

As mentioned, I do believe that the
last place that partisan politics be-
longs is in our national security. That
is something that we should fiercely
protect when we are talking about this
NDAA. Our military families deserve
better, and this is our opportunity to
show them that they are our top pri-
ority.

This is our chance to pay tribute to
the anniversary of our all-volunteer
force by creating support for our serv-
icemembers that can be sustained for
the next 50 years.
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Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair,
I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. BERGMAN), the
chairman of the Intelligence and Spe-
cial Operations Subcommittee.

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Chairman, to
quickly amplify on Mr. GALLAGHER’S
comments, sometimes you don’t know
what you don’t know until it is too
late, and the Intelligence and Special
Operations Subcommittee focuses on
knowing things early to prevent dis-
aster.

Today, I rise in strong support of
H.R. 2670, the National Defense Author-
ization Act for fiscal year 2024.

I sincerely thank Chairman ROGERS
and Ranking Member SMITH for their
leadership in bringing this truly bipar-
tisan legislation to the floor for the
63rd consecutive year. This bill is crit-
ical for the national security of our Na-
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tion as well as providing congressional
oversight of the Department of De-
fense.

This bill provides resources and capa-
bilities to counter our Nation’s number
one threat—China. The Intelligence
and Special Operations Subcommittee
portions of the bill accomplishes this
by ensuring the Defense Intelligence
Enterprise, the Defense Security Co-
operation Agency, and the Special Op-
erations Forces have the proper au-
thorities, force structure, flexibility,
and technically and tactically com-
petent people to support the Depart-
ment’s efforts in strategic competition
and counter China.

There is more work to be done. This
bill is far from perfect and requires
compromises from both sides, but it is
an overwhelmingly bipartisan bill that
supports our servicemembers with a 5.2
percent pay raise, the largest in 20
years. More importantly, it provides
our servicemembers with the resources
to accomplish the task our Nation asks
of them.

This is a critically important bill,
and I urge all of my colleagues, regard-
less of differences, to support it.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Chairman, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. NOR-
CROSS), the ranking member on the
Tactical Air and Land Forces Sub-
committee.

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Chairman, this
bill continues the long, proud tradition
of bipartisan work by the Tactical Air
and Land Forces Subcommittee, and it
is the result of our commitment to
work through and share responsibility
on these tough decisions necessary to
manage our Nation’s military risk.

I especially want to thank my chair-
man, Chairman ROB WITTMAN, and his
staff for their support in building this
strong bipartisan bill.

Mr. Chairman, this bill carefully ad-
dresses affordability and achievability
of the current and future moderniza-
tion needs of our force. At the same
time, this bill continues the oversight
necessary to ensure accountability and
responsible execution of DOD pro-
grams, including:

Tactical strike-fighter and rotary-
wing aircraft programs to improve pro-
gram management, reduce operational
risk, remedy deficiencies, and support
sufficient capability and capacity to
meet current and future requirements;

The Department’s manned and un-
manned intelligence, surveillance, and
reconnaissance aircraft and how we are
meeting global requirements for these
systems that we have invested in; and

Careful watch over the Army’s ambi-
tious modernization strategy and the
Marine Corps’ Force Design 2030 with
its supporting modernization prior-
ities.

Critically important for the United
States, as well as for our friends and
allies around the world, this bill con-
tinues what we started 4 years ago—be-
fore the beginning of the Ukrainian
war—to identify and buy down mod-
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ernization and safety risks in our mu-
nitions industrial base.

Mr. Chairman, this bill also includes
language from the Military Industrial
National Defense Supply Act, the
MINDS Act, a bill that I introduced
earlier this year, that talks about,
once again, making sure that we col-
lectively are working together. Addi-
tionally, this year, along with our
most trusted allies and international
partners, we are ensuring the security
of our supply chain.

The world has changed, Mr. Chair-
man, and now the United States and its
allies are truly an arsenal of democ-
racies. This legislation, therefore, will
help stabilize America’s defense indus-
trial base production and increase the
security of both America and our al-
lies’ critical supply chains.

Finally, I thank the subcommittee’s
professional staff: Jay, Dave, Heath,
Michael, and Max, and certainly the
personal staff of my office who helped
put this together to make this bill
truly a functional, bipartisan bill. I
urge its support.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. WALTZ), my
friend and chairman of the Readiness
Subcommittee.

Mr. WALTZ. Mr. Chair, I rise in sup-
port of this 2024 National Defense Au-
thorization Act.

As chairman of the Readiness Sub-
committee, I have focused our efforts
on ensuring the Department of Defense
is ready to fight around the world, es-
pecially in the Pacific, by improving
its maintenance, improving its logis-
tics, and the availability of our defense
assets.

This bill moves us in the right direc-
tion. As Representative GALLAGHER
and others have said, we are witnessing
the largest military buildup in China
since we saw in Germany in the 1930s,
particularly with their Navy, as they
head toward 500 ships and we shrink to
under 300.

This bill instills accountability for
the Navy, especially for its lagging
availabilities in its amphibious war-
ships and attack submarine fleets. Mr.
Chairman, 18 of the Navy’s 49 attack
submarines are in maintenance right
now as we speak. This is the lowest
number of ready attack submarines
since 2008, and it is unacceptable.

Believe it or not, Mr. Chair, our bases
in Europe have been reliant on Russian
energy. This bill mandates the Depart-
ment eliminate that reliance on Rus-
sian energy for all our installations in
the European Command, and this bill
directs a report on foreign control and
influence over the supply chain for
critical minerals and metals used for
defense technologies.

Mr. Chairman, importantly, this bill
moves our military back toward being
a meritocracy focused on lethality and
winning our Nation’s wars. Our en-
emies’ bullets do not care about race,
religion, or socioeconomic background,
and neither should we.
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I am proud that this bill includes my
provisions to combat divisive
ideologies in the Department. This de-
fense bill contains my language requir-
ing the Department to report to Con-
gress on the total cost of this extre-
mism training, and it also includes my
amendment to prohibit critical race
theory.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I thank my
friend, Ranking Member GARAMENDI,
for his partnership.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Chairman, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Connecticut (Mr. COURT-
NEY), the ranking member on the
Seapower and Projection Forces Sub-
committee.

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Chairman, I
rise today in support of the bipartisan
efforts of Chairman ROGERS and Rank-
ing Member SMITH to pass this year’s
NDAA. The base bill before us today
represents a strong bipartisan accom-
plishment that was crafted and passed
out of committee with a 58-1 vote. I
commend Mr. ROGERS and Mr. SMITH
for their skillful, balanced approach,
ensuring a bipartisan outcome from
committee markup.

Today, that is the clear path forward
for this bill, and I urge my colleagues
to focus on germane amendments that
expand our national defense capabili-
ties and readiness, not divisive, par-
tisan poison pills that distract from
the mission of the NDAA, which is to
provide a common defense.

Mr. Chairman, Article I Section 8 of
the Constitution mandates that Con-
gress shall provide and maintain a
Navy. The Seapower and Projection
Forces Subcommittee’s work clearly
meets that mandate. Our mark makes
clear that our maritime nation will
maintain its role as the most formi-
dable sea power in the world.

It authorizes procurement of 10 bat-
tle force ships, building on the steady
investment in shipbuilding that this
subcommittee has consistently author-
ized in prior years and places a strong
emphasis on maintaining superiority of
our undersea fleet. Specifically, our
mark authorizes $16.5 billion for sub-
marine procurement, fully funding the
Columbia- and Virginia-class sub-
marine programs, with an additional
$743 million investment in the work-
force and supply chain of our national
submarine industrial base which, by
the way, is growing day by day, pick-
ing up the pace of production since the
depths of COVID.

We also included multiyear procure-
ment authority for the next block of
Virginia-class submarines, totaling 13
submarines in the next 5-year contract.
This sends a clear signal to U.S. indus-
try to increase our production cadence
above two submarines per year to bol-
ster our Navy’s inventory, as well as
supporting the trilateral AUKUS
agreement. That historic centerpiece
calls for the U.S. to assist the recapi-
talization of Australia’s undersea fleet
with conventionally armed nuclear-
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powered submarines, including the sale
of three Virginia-class submarines in
the 2030s.

Adopting this measure is a healthy,
serious signal of commitment to
AUKUS as other committees in Con-
gress begin their work to act on the
legislative framework necessary to
execute that program.

This bill also requires the Navy to
complete the design for a new-build
sealift vessel program of 10 ships which
will be modeled after a cost-effective
commercial practice now happening in
real time at the Philly Shipyard to
boost domestic shipbuilding right here
in the United States.

Mr. Chairman, I thank my colleagues
on the subcommittee, particularly
Chairman TRENT KELLY, who has been
an outstanding leader of this panel and
a great friend. I commend him for his
bipartisan approach in his first year as
chair that all members have appre-
ciated.

I also thank the outstanding staff—
Phil MacNaughton, Ian Bennitt, Kyle
Noyes, Kelly Goggin, and Ethan
Pelissier—who have all worked so hard
on this bill and getting us here today.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
join me in working to keep this bill
true to the bipartisan spirit that the
House Armed Services Committee
showed in passing a strong defense au-
thorization bill and reject extreme
amendments that will threaten its pas-
sage.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BANKS), my
good friend, and the chairman of the
Military Personnel Subcommittee.

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Chair, I thank the
chairman for yielding and for his in-
credible leadership in doing everything
he can to support our troops and to
keep America safe and secure.

That is why I stand here, Mr. Chair-
man, before you today in strong sup-
port of this bipartisan defense bill that
was voted out of committee less than 3
weeks ago.

This bill includes Member priorities
focused on taking care of our service-
members and their families to ensure
that they are prepared to carry out,
without distraction, any mission that
they are called upon to execute.

The NDAA continues to support and
improve the lives of those who sacrifice
for our country on a daily basis by sup-
porting a military basic pay raise of 5.2
percent, authorizing a budgetary
change to reduce the 5 percent out-of-
pocket housing costs for our service-
members, and excluding the housing al-
lowance from household income for the
purposes of eligibility for the basic
needs allowance.

This bill authorizes the establish-
ment of the Space National Guard and
sets a new personnel management
benchmark with the creation of an in-
novative personnel management sys-
tem for the Space Force.

The NDAA also formalizes policy
that all military accessions, assign-
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ments, selections, or promotions must
adhere to merit-based principles and
that none may be based on favoritism,
nepotism, or quotas, and definitely not
politics.

Mr. Chairman, this is an outstanding
bipartisan bill dedicated to our service-
members, their families, and retirees,
and gives them the tools and support
they need and deserve and have earned
to execute our Nation’s security strat-
egy.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Chair,
I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from New York (Mr. RYAN), the vice
ranking member of the full committee.

Mr. RYAN. Mr. Chairman, I thank
the gentleman for yielding. I rise in
support of the NDAA as it was reported
out of committee under the strong bi-
partisan leadership of Chairman ROG-
ERS and Ranking Member SMITH.

I proudly served two combat tours in
Iraq and sadly and personally know the
human cost of conflict. The landscape
we face is as serious as ever, from a
land war in Europe to the significant
threats from China.

This body has a crucial decision in
front of us, one that will have ramifica-
tions for my two young boys and for
many generations of Americans to
come. Will we choose to be patriots,
continuing the 60-plus year precedent
of coming together in a bipartisan
manner as Americans to keep our Na-
tion safe? Or will we give in and give
up, ceding the ground of our democracy
to a small group of extremists willing
to hijack our Nation’s security for
their own narrow, selfish political
gain?

So many of the foundational chal-
lenges our military faces, from declin-
ing trust in the institution to signifi-
cant recruiting challenges for all of our
services, can and must be directly at-
tributed to this introduction of inher-
ently partisan, divisive rhetoric into
what should be a sober and bipartisan
discussion.

If T hear one more colleague, espe-
cially one who never served a day in
uniform, use the W word—which I
won’t use here on the floor—then
struggle to define what the heck they
even mean by it, I am going to lose it.

Every time I hear that, I think about
the faces of our soldiers, sailors, air-
men, marines, and guardians currently
in harm’s way as we speak. I think
about the 4,000 young cadets I have the
privilege of representing at West Point.
I have only been here a little less than
a year, but in my time, I have never
had a single military family, veteran,
or servicemember ever bring up the
issue of wokeness in the military. Zero
times, never.
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What they do bring up over and over,
our veterans and military families, is
that they are proud of their service
that they have done and the service
they are doing. They are proud of our
military today. They are proud of our
work to make it better, and they are
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proud of our country. It is our job to
remind them here in Congress that we
are proud of them and that we will
have their backs.

Our men and women in uniform de-
serve that 5.2 percent pay raise. Our fe-
male servicemembers deserve access to
quality reproductive healthcare. A di-
verse force, critical to solving diverse
problems, deserves to be welcomed into
our ranks. These men and women in
uniform deserve Senate-confirmed sen-
ior leaders—something that one of
these extremists is currently standing
in the way of.

We must rise above this division. We
must come together as a Congress, as
Americans, as patriots to do the right
thing. I trust that we will ultimately
do so.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair-
man, may I inquire as to how much
time is remaining on each side?

The CHAIR. The gentleman from
Alabama has 12 minutes remaining.
The gentleman from Washington has
8% minutes remaining.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 1 minute to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. JACKSON), my friend
and colleague.

Mr. JACKSON of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I thank the chairman of the com-
mittee for yielding me time.

Mr. Chairman, the NDAA is one of
the most important bills that comes
before Congress. Not only does this
NDAA ensure that we have the weap-
ons systems and equipment our serv-
icemembers need, it makes a needed
course correction to restore the mili-
tary’s focus to fighting and winning
wars.

Provisions I authored scale back the
administration’s woke agenda, prohibit
funds for ESG, and restore the apo-
litical nature of the Attending Physi-
cian to Congress.

This year’s NDAA also keeps Texas’
13th Congressional District at the
heart of supporting our military. The
NDAA revitalizes the pilot training
mission at Sheppard Air Force Base
and accelerates the T-7 Red Hawk pro-
gram.

It provides funding for massive infra-
structure improvements in the Pantex
Plant in Amarillo and supports Bell
Helicopter’s development of the new V-
280 aircraft.

Last, I give a special thanks to my
defense fellow, Nate Langley, for his
outstanding work in my office through-
out this year. Nate is a rising star in
the Air Force and has an extremely
bright future in the military.

Mr. Chairman, I urge all of my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to
support this NDAA.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Chairman, I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. GAETZ), my
friend and colleague.

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Chair, I thank the
chairman and the ranking member for
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their model of good work and focus on
our military.

I would speak now to any House con-
servatives who have apprehension
about voting for the NDAA.

If you vote against this NDAA or the
rule authorizing it, you are voting to
continue critical race theory in our
military.

If you vote against the NDAA, you
are voting for the continued embrace of
DEI in the military.

If you vote against the NDAA, you
are voting to keep the chief diversity
officer at the Department of Defense,
and you are voting to continue some of
the strangest radical gender ideology
that we have observed, whether it is
the trans ambassadors or the drag
shows intended for children that have
been held on military bases.

This NDAA showcases a bold embrace
of the technologies the United States
will need to hold the high ground,
whether that is hypersonics, whether
that is AI. This NDAA moves us away
from older legacy systems that have
been protected by political patronage
and instead ensures that we are mak-
ing the investments to vanquish every
foe every time it is absolutely nec-
essary to preserve America’s interest.

So if you don’t want your children
and grandchildren one day having to
speak Mandarin as some purple-haired,
genderless ideologue at the Depart-
ment of the Defense raises the white
flag of surrender, I would suggest vot-
ing for this bill.

Mr. Chair, I am grateful for all who
have made that decision.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Chairman, I continue to reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 1 minute to the gentleman
from Missouri (Mr. ALFORD), my friend
and colleague.

Mr. ALFORD. Mr. Chairman, I thank
the chairman and ranking member for
the hard work putting this NDAA to-
gether.

I rise today in support of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act be-
cause I am deeply, deeply concerned
about the current direction of our mili-

tary.
We are at a critical juncture in our
Nation’s history. This unclassified

chart you see here shows the threat of
the Chinese Communist Party; they
are in red; we are in blue.

It is a sad story. They are outpacing
us at every aspect in the military.
With escalating tensions in the Indo-
Pacific, China’s blatant threats against
Taiwan, and our military recruitment
falling here in the U.S., we face signifi-
cant challenges.

We came to Washington because we
believe in America. We believe in a
brighter future for our children, and we
believe that we are the greatest coun-
try on Earth, but our military is being
weakened from within.

The woke ideologies are killing con-
fidence, killing motivation, killing re-
cruitment, and the excellence of our
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military. These woke policies of diver-
sity, equity, inclusion, and critical
race theory must stop. The enemy does
not care about the color of the skin of
our servicemembers and does not care
what pronoun they use.

We must make changes, and the
NDAA starts those changes. It starts
with leaders willing to take a stand.

Mr. Chair, again, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support the NDAA.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Chairman, I continue to reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 1 minute to the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. MCCORMICK), my
friend and colleague, and a freshman
member of the committee who is doing
an outstanding job.

Mr. McCORMICK. Mr. Chairman, I
applaud Chairman ROGERS and Rank-
ing Member SMITH and the House
Armed Services Committee and its
staff for crafting the fiscal year 2024
National Defense Authorization Act,
and I urge my colleagues to support
this legislation.

This is not an easy process, but even
as a freshman member of the com-
mittee and as a veteran of over 20
years, I always felt my voice was
heard, as well as my colleagues, and
that we were heard and considered.

This NDAA secures the future of our
military and our Nation. It makes crit-
ical investments to improve the lives
of our servicemembers and give our
warfighters the tools they need to meet
tomorrow’s needs.

H.R. 2670 also combats another con-
cerning trend, which is on the mind of
every American, particularly those
who serve, the politicization of our
military.

In the military we may be different
shades of green, but we all bleed red.

Mr. Chair, I am pleased to support
the NDAA that ensures our military is
squarely focused on the mission set
outlined in the oath of office that my
fellow servicemembers and I swore to
uphold.

Once again, I thank Chairman ROG-
ERS for bringing this year’s NDAA to
fruition, and I urge my colleagues to
vote for this bipartisan piece of legisla-
tion.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Chairman, I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair-
man, I am prepared to close, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Chairman, I think we have heard
during the course of this debate ex-
actly why this is such an important
bill, why it is such a good bill, and the
effort that went into the process.

You have heard a bipartisan group of
people, and people wide-ranging on the
political spectrum, from left to right,
describe the process that we go
through to produce this product and
why it is so important that we pass it.

We face a very complex threat envi-
ronment. Now I happen to be of the
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opinion that it is not just military
strength that is going to help us nego-
tiate that threat environment. For one
thing, I very much applaud the Biden
administration opening up high-level
discussions with China. We need diplo-
macy. We need development. We need
partners and allies throughout the
globe.

We also absolutely need a credible
deterrent to deal with China and Rus-
sia, and also, by the way, Iran and
North Korea, as well as various other
transnational threats.

We are doing this I think in a respon-
sible way, and we have put together a
good bill that will continue to support
that process going forward.

Again, I would emphasize what Rep-
resentative GALLAGHER very
articulately said. This is how this proc-
ess is supposed to work. This is why we
are effective Members of Congress. It is
an example of how this body should
function, and we need more examples
of that. We need to pass this bill to
continue that process.

It is regular order, working it
through the committee, giving every-
body a voice, having debates, winning
some, losing some. I don’t think there
has ever been an NDAA that was every-
thing that any one person wanted.

Republicans liked a lot of things in
it; didn’t like others. Democrats liked
a lot of things in it; didn’t like others.

That is what we have put together
here.

The issue that is holding us up at the
moment is around the issue of basi-
cally recruitment and diversity. What I
hope folks understand is that what the
Pentagon is trying to do is they are
trying to effectively recruit from
across the country.

What a minority of the majority
party wants to do is to torpedo this en-
tire bill to push a radical antidiversity
agenda. We need to recruit everybody,
and we haven’t always had the best
record on this.

The reason there is a diversity equity
inclusion portion in the military is
they recognize it is necessary to be
able to effectively recruit within cer-
tain groups of people who have been
historically discriminated against and
marginalized.

Just to give you one of the most bla-
tant examples:

Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell basically
barred gay people from serving within
the military, and 13 years ago, we re-
pealed that to allow gay people to
serve openly in the military. Every sin-
gle Republican voted against that bill
because of that issue, because we were
allowing gay people to serve in the
military.

Well, as we look at our needs right
now in recruitment and retention, can
anyone credibly say that we would be
better off if we barred gay people from
serving in the military?

That didn’t happen by accident. We
actually affirmatively went out and re-
cruited. Same for trans people; we had
multiple efforts to ban them from serv-
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ing in the military. That doesn’t help
us. It, in fact, undermines us.

We have had a long history of it
being very difficult for women to inte-
grate in the military. I hate to keep
citing the story, but hearing the one
woman who serves in our community
talk about her experience, that it was
okay because she just knew that she
had to work twice as hard as the men
in order to succeed illustrates the prob-
lem.

We have by and large done a decent
job of recruiting people of color, par-
ticularly Black people. When you look
at the leadership in our military, it is
very, very White. So if you are a person
of color, if you are a woman, if you are
gay, if you are trans, and you are
thinking about joining the military,
can anyone credibly say that it isn’t a
legitimate question to ask: Well, okay,
but am I going to get a fair shot? Am
I going to be rewarded for my efforts?
Am I going to be promoted when I do a
good job? Am I going to face discrimi-
nation and bigotry?

For the Department of Defense to
spend at least a little bit of time going
out in those communities and saying,
we hear you and we are going to give
you a fair shot, we are not going to dis-
criminate against you, we are going to
have conversations about this; certain
Members of the other side lose their
damn minds at the concept of that con-
versation even happening.

They want to pretend like that sort
of bigotry doesn’t exist. It is like we
are making it up, and why are we wor-
rying about it. Well, if it didn’t exist it
wouldn’t be a problem. I would grant
them that.

Again, the history is right there. It
needs to be addressed if we are going to
recruit and retain.

We are an increasingly diverse coun-
try. Do we really want to take huge
chunks of that country and say, we are
not going to use your talents? We are
going to put those resources on the
side, and we are not going to bring
them forward.

Now, as I said in the Rules Com-
mittee, bad DEI programs are bad DEI
programs, and I am sure it happens. I
haven’t seen a program that doesn’t
have some examples of working well
and some examples of not working
well.

If we want to regulate that, if we
want to say: Look, you are doing this.
We don’t think you are doing that
right; let’s talk about it, that could be
a conversation we have. But the con-
versation that we engaged in, and as
Mr. GAETZ pointed out, there are provi-
sions in this bill that, frankly, I don’t
like, that restricts some of this al-
ready. I am not fond of those.

That isn’t enough for the radical
rightwing MAGA Republicans. They
want to kill this bill because it doesn’t
discriminate enough against people in
this country, and that is just absurd.

This is a good, strong bill. It should
go forward on its own merits regardless
of where you come down on that de-
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bate. To say that we need to kill this
good, strong bill because it needs to be
more discriminatory against people is
something that I would hope that the
overwhelming majority of this body
would reject.

Mr. Chair, let me just close by saying
that we have five en bloc amendments
here; a whole lot of good things in
there. Once we get through those five
en bloc amendments, we will have a
very strong bill, which will be bipar-
tisan amended.

If we were to go right from the end of
that debate, put that bill up for final
passage, it would get at least 350
votes—an overwhelmingly bipartisan,
strongly supported bill that the major-
ity at the moment is refusing to allow
us to have a vote on as we try to nego-
tiate that extreme agenda that I just
discussed.

Okay, if you want to debate with
them, you don’t want to talk, that is
fine. At the end of that process, I would
hope that we would have the courage
to say, yeah, we hear you, you don’t
like it, vote ‘“‘no.”

That is a democracy, okay?

Vote ‘“no.” Vote ‘‘no,” send out your
press releases, do your whole Facebook
thing. You will raise a lot of money.
We will pass a bill. We will take care of
the country. You will get on TV a lot.
You will raise a lot of money. Every-
body is happy.

I don’t see why we can’t get to that
conclusion. That is the real worrisome
thing here. They don’t just support
their agenda. The one agenda they
don’t support is democracy. It is the
idea that people ought to have a vote,
and if you lose, you lose.

No, if they lose, they are going to
tear this place down, and they are
going to take everybody they can with
them.
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Gosh, I hope we don’t let them do
that. I hope we find a way to pass this
bill and work our way through the
process and, for the 63rd consecutive
year, pass a National Defense Author-
ization Act that supports the men and
women of our military and shows that
democracy works just fine and we
ought to continue to support it.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Chair, the ranking member did a
great job of outlining how important
this bill is and emphasizing the fact
that we don’t all agree with what is in
this bill. It is a compromise process.

We are in an institution where we
have divided government. Neither side
is going to get everything they like.

I represent a rural, very conservative
district. If all T had to worry about was
my perspective, this bill would look a
lot different, but I am not the only per-
son that gets a say-so.

We have a history, and a very proud
history in this body of finding a way,
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for 62 consecutive years, to come to-
gether, no matter which party is in
control of the White House, no matter
which party is in control of the House
or Senate, to find a way to put our men
and women in uniform ahead of every-
thing else and get a national defense
authorization bill passed.

Our committee demonstrated, once
again this year, with a 58-1 vote, that
that priority is still the priority.

I am very proud of this bill. It is not
everything I like. I hope that, in fact,
once we finish this amendment process,
it looks a lot like it does right now be-
cause the ranking member is correct. If
this bill were put on the floor for a
vote today, it would get much more
than 350 votes in my opinion, so I am
proud of it.

I do want to take a minute to thank
our staff. I can’t overstate how much
work has gone into this process. As the
ranking member mentioned, we had
over 1,200, 12 or 1,300 amendments filed
in committee. We had, I believe, over
1,400 filed here for the floor.

The staff has done an incredible job
over recent months to get us to where
we are. They continue to work in a
great bipartisan fashion to advance
this product.

The Rules Committee has been very
helpful to work with, and I appreciate
all of these individuals and what they
do for our country.

This is a good bill. I urge Members to
vote for it.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The CHAIR. All time for general de-
bate has expired. Pursuant to the rule,
the bill shall be considered for amend-
ment under the 5-minute rule.

In lieu of the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by
the Committee on Armed Services,
printed in the bill, an amendment in
the nature of a substitute consisting of
the text of Rules Committee Print 118—
10, modified by the amendment printed
in part A of House Report 118-141, is
adopted. The bill, as amended, shall be
considered as an original bill for the
purpose of further amendment under
the 5-minute rule and shall be consid-
ered as read.

The text of the bill, as amended, is as
follows:

H.R. 2670

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024°°.
SEC. 2. ORGANIZATION OF ACT INTO DIVISIONS;

TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) DIVISIONS.—This Act is organized into four
divisions as follows:

(1) Division A—Department of Defense Au-
thorizations.

(2) Division B—Military Construction Author-
izations.

(3) Division C—Department of Energy Na-
tional Security Authorizations and Other Au-
thorizations.

(4) Division D—Funding Tables.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:
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Sec. 1. Short title.

Sec. 2. Organization of Act into divisions; table
of contents.

Sec. 3. Congressional defense committees.

DIVISION A—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
AUTHORIZATIONS

TITLE —PROCUREMENT
Subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations
Sec. 101. Authorization of appropriations.
Subtitle B—Army Programs

Sec. 111. Limitation on availability of funds
pending assessment of Army
trackless moving target systems.

Subtitle C—Navy Programs

Multiyear procurement authority for
Virginia class submarine program.

Multiyear procurement authority for
MK—48 torpedoes.

Procurement authority for Auxiliary
Personnel Lighter program.

Limitation on upgrades to nacelles of
MV-22 aircraft pending certifi-
cation of upgrade plan.

Subtitle D—Air Force Programs

151. Extension of requirements relating to
C-130 aircraft.

152. Modification of annual reports on T—
7A Advanced Pilot Training Sys-
tem.

Modification to prohibition on certain
reductions to B-1 bomber aircraft
squadrons.

Modification of minimum inventory re-
quirements for A-10 aircraft.

Procurement of over-the-horicon radar
systems.

KC-135 aircraft recapitalization pro-
gram.

Prohibition on reduction of KC-135
aircraft in PMAI of the reserve
components.

Prohibition on availability of funds
for termination of production
lines for the HH-60W aircraft.

Limitation on termination of fighter
squadrons.

Limitation on divestment of F-16 air-
craft.

Limitation on procurement of KC—46A4
aircraft.

Limitation on actions relating to re-
mote vision systems of KC—46A4
aircraft.

Subtitle E—Defense-wide, Joint, and

Multiservice Matters

Multiyear procurement authority for
domestically processed rare earth
elements.

Prohibition on procurement of certain
tactical vehicles.

Prohibition on availability of funds
for procurement of certain battery
technology.

Plan to expedite integration of Long-
Range Anti-Ship Missiles into leg-
acy aircraft fleets.

TITLE II—RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT,
TEST, AND EVALUATION

Subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations
Sec. 201. Authorization of appropriations.

Subtitle B—Program Requirements, Restrictions,
and Limitations

Sec. 211. Naval Air Warfare Rapid Capabilities
Office.

Sec. 212. Clarification of role of partnership
intermediaries to promote defense
research and education.

Sec. 213. Modification of support for research
and development of bioindustrial
manufacturing processes.

Sec. 214. Certain disclosure requirements for
university research funded by the
Department of Defense.

Sec. 131.

Sec. 132.
Sec. 133.

Sec. 134.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 153.

Sec. 154.

Sec. 155.
Sec. 156.

Sec. 157.

Sec. 158.

Sec. 159.

Sec. 160.
Sec. 161.

Sec. 162.

Sec. 181.

Sec. 182.

Sec. 183.

Sec. 184.
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Consortia to assist in protection of
sensitive research performed on
behalf of the Department of De-
fense.

Consortium on use of additive manu-
facturing for Army aviation and
missile capability development.

Support for defense innovation activi-
ties of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization.

Next Generation Air Dominance family
of systems development program
accountability matrices.

Continuous capability development
and delivery program for F-35 air-
craft.

Process to ensure the responsible de-
velopment and use of artificial in-
telligence.

Pilot program to commercialize proto-
types of the Department of the Air
Force.

Pilot program on near-term quantum
computing applications.

Pilot program on access to small busi-
ness advanced technology for
Army ground vehicle systems.

Prohibition on availability of funds
for gain-of-function research.

Limitation on availability of funds
pending documentation on Future
Attack Reconnaissance Aircraft
program.

Sec. 226. F-35 propulsion and thermal manage-

ment modernization program.

Subtitle C—Energetics and Other Munitions
Matters

241. Establishment of Joint
Transition Office.

242. Consideration of lethality as a key
performance parameter for muni-
tions.

243. Pilot program on incorporation of the
CL20 compound in certain weap-
on systems.

244. Assessment of energetics
base.

245. Limitation on sourcing chemical mate-
rials for munitions from certain
countries.

Subtitle D—Plans, Reports, and Other Matters

Sec. 261. Hypersonic testing strategy and eval-
uation of potential hypersonic
test ranges.

262. Modification to annual reports on crit-
ical technology areas Ssupportive
of the National Defense Strategy.

263. Intellectual property strategy.

264. Study on establishment of centralized
platform for development and
testing of autonomy software.

265. Annual report on incremental and
transformational research and de-
velopment.

266. Congressional notification of changes
to Department of Defense policy
on autonomy in weapon systems.

267. Sense of Congress on dual use innova-
tive technology for the robotic
combat vehicle of the Army.

TITLE III—OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE
Subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations
Sec. 301. Authorization of appropriations.
Subtitle B—Energy and Environment

Sec. 311. Equivalent authority to carry out cer-
tain projects at facilities of the
National Guard and the Air Na-
tional Guard.

Sec. 312. Modifications to pilot program on use
of sustainable aviation fuel.

Sec. 313. Required determination on availability
of charging stations prior to re-
placement of non-tactical vehicle
fleet of Department of Defense.

Sec. 215.

Sec. 216.

Sec. 217.

Sec. 218.

Sec. 219.

Sec. 220.

Sec. 221.

Sec. 222.

Sec. 223.

Sec. 224.

Sec. 225.

Sec. Energetics

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. industrial

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
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Sec. 314. Modification to prototype and dem-
onstration projects for energy re-
silience at certain military instal-
lations.

Authority to transfer certain funds as
payment relating to Naval Air
Station, Moffett Field, California.

Requirement for Secretary of Defense
to develop plan for transition of
Joint Task Force Red Hill.

Designation of official responsible for
coordination of renegotiation of
certain land leases owned by De-
partment of Defense in Hawai’i.

Prohibition and limitation on avail-
ability of funds for certain energy
programs of Department of De-
fense.

Analysis of alternatives for battlefield
storage and distribution of electric
power.

Subtitle C—Treatment of Perfluoroalkyl
Substances and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances
Sec. 331. Improvements relating to exrposures to
perfluoroalkyl and

polyfluoroalkyl substances.

Sec. 332. Prizes for development of technology
for thermal destruction of
perfluoroalkyl substances or
polyfluoroalkyl substances.

333. Restriction on Department of Defense
acquisition of covered items con-
taining or produced using certain
substances.

Subtitle D—Logistics and Sustainment

341. Repeal of Comptroller General review
requirement relating to core logis-
tics capabilities.

Disaggregation of certain information
in annual report relating to per-
formance of depot-level mainte-
nance.

Foreign military sales exclusion in cal-
culation for certain workload car-
ryover of Department of Army.

Matters relating to briefings on Ship-
yard Infrastructure Optimization
Program of the Navy.

Pilot program on optimization of aer-
ial refueling and fuel management
in contested logistics environ-
ments through use of artificial in-
telligence.

Limitation on availability of funds
pending quarterly briefing on
availability of amphibious war-
ships.

Requirement for Secretary of Navy to
complete common readiness mod-
els.

348. Plan regarding condition and mainte-
nance of prepositioned stockpiles
of Army.

Subtitle E—Reports and Other Matters

361. Modification to Joint Safety Council.

362. Recognition of service of military
working dogs.

363. Improvements relating to end-to-end
travel management system of the
Department of Defense.

364. Diversity, equity, and inclusion per-
sonnel grade cap.

365. Prohibition on elimination of Caisson
Platoon and support by such pla-
toon of military funeral services
at Arlington National Cemetery.

366. Assessment on use of certain areas in
southeastern United States for
testing and training in support of
Pacific Deterrence Initiative.

TITLE IV—MILITARY PERSONNEL
AUTHORIZATIONS

Subtitle A—Active Forces

401. End strengths for active forces.
Subtitle B—Reserve Forces

411. End strengths for Selected Reserve.

Sec. 315.

Sec. 316.

Sec. 317.

Sec. 318.

Sec. 319.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 342.

Sec. 343.

Sec. 344.

Sec. 345.

Sec. 346.

Sec. 347.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 412. End strengths for Reserves on active
duty in support of the Reserves.

Sec. 413. End strengths for military technicians
(dual status).

Sec. 414. Maximum number of reserve personnel
authorized to be on active duty
for operational support.

Subtitle C—Authorization of Appropriations

Sec. 421. Military personnel.

TITLE V—MILITARY PERSONNEL POLICY
Subtitle A—Officer Personnel Policy

Sec. 501. Removal of exemption relating to At-
tending Physician to the Congress
for certain distribution and grade
limitations.

Number of general officers and flag of-
ficers on active duty.

Promotions and transfers between
components of certain Armed
Forces or to other certain Armed
Forces.

Modification to grade of Attending
Physician to the Congress.

Verification of the financial independ-
ence of financial services coun-
selors in the Department of De-
fense.

Retired grade for the Director of Ad-
missions of a Service Academy.
Establishment of Legislative Liaison of

the Space Force.
Subtitle B—Reserve Component Management

Sec. 511. Grades of certain chiefs of reserve
components.

Sec. 512. Removal of prohibition on active duty
members of the Air Force Reserve
Policy Committee.

Removal of prohibition on active duty
members of the Air Force Reserve
Policy Committee.

Grade of Vice Chief of the National
Guard Bureau.

Transfers of officers between the ac-
tive and inactive National Guard.

Authorization for FireGuard Program.

Designation of at least one general of-
ficer of the Marine Corps Reserve
as a joint qualified officer.

Report on foreign disclosure officer
and foreign military sales officer
billets.

Subtitle C—General Service Authorities and
Military Records

Sec. 521. Requirement to classify certain per-
sons as wunaccounted for from
World War II under certain con-
ditions.

Authority to designate certain sepa-
rated members of the Air Force as
honorary separated members of
the Space Force.

Military personnel: recruiting, merit-
based determinations.

Improvements to medical standards for
accession to certain Armed Forces.

Protections for members of certain
Armed Forces who refuse to re-
ceive vaccinations against
COVID-19.

Reviews of characterization of admin-
istrative discharges of certain
members on the basis of failure to
receive COVID-19 vaccine.

Certain members discharged or dis-
missed on the sole basis of failure
to obey a lawful order to receive a
vaccine for COVID-19: commu-
nication strategy regarding rein-
statement process.

Pilot program on cardiac screenings
for military accessions.

Subtitle D—Military Justice

Prohibition on certain communications
regarding courts-martial.

Technical and conforming amend-
ments to the Uniform Code of
Military Justice.
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Sec. 527.

Sec. 528.

Sec. 531.

Sec. 532.
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Sec.

Sec.
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Sec.
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Sec.
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Sec.
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Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec
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533. Treatment of certain records of crimi-
nal investigations.

534. Limitation on availability of funds for
relocation of Army CID special
agent training course.

Subtitle E—Other Legal Matters

541. Supreme Court review of certain ac-
tions of the United States Court of
Appeals for the Armed Forces.

542. Study on removal of Sexual Assault
Victim Advocates from the chain
of command of victims.

Subtitle F—Member Education

551. Military education for special oper-
ations forces.

552. Expansion of individuals eligible to
serve as administrators and in-
structors in the Junior Reserve
Officers’ Training Corps.

Prohibition of establishment or main-
tenance of a unit of the Junior
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps
at an educational institution
owned, operated, or controlled by
the Chinese Communist Party.

Inclusion of advanced research pro-
grams at certain institutions of
professional military education.

Pilot program for enlisted members of
the Army and the Navy to attend
the Naval Postgraduate School.

Subtitle G—Member Training

Increase in accession bonus for nurse
officer candidates.

Service Academies: numbers of nmomi-
nations by Members of Congress
and appointments by the Secre-
taries of the military departments.

Increase in the number of nominees
from Guam to the Service Acad-
emies.

Ezxemption of cadet or midshipman
who refuses to receive a vaccina-
tion against COVID-19 from re-
quirement to repay tuition at mili-
tary service academy.

Training on the National Defense
Strategy for members of certain
Armed Forces.

Prohibition on use of Federal funds
for certain training or education
that promotes critical race theory.

Sex-neutral high fitness standards for
army close combat force military
occupational specialties.

Costs of training on critical race the-
ory.

569. Publication of training materials of
the Defense Equal Opportunity
Management Institute.

Subtitle H—Member Transition

571. Amendments to Pathways for coun-
seling in the Transition Assist-
ance Program.

Skillbridge: staffing;
reach; report.

Troops-to-Teachers Program:
sion; extension.

Report on the Transition Assistance
Program.

Skillbridge: apprenticeship programs.

Female members of certain Armed
Forces and civilian employees of

553.

554.

555.

561.

562.

563.

564.

565.

566.

567.

568.

572. budgeting; out-

573. expan-
574.

575.
576.

the Department of Defense in
STEM.
577. Department of Defense report on

third-party job search technology.
Subtitle [—Decorations and Awards
581. Extension of time to review World War
I valor medals.
. 582. Authorization for award of the Medal
of Honor to Marcelino Serna for
acts of valor during World War 1.

Subtitle J—Other Personnel Matters, Reports,

Sec

and Briefings
. 591. Armed Forces workplace surveys.
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Sec. 592. Electronic notarization for members of
the Armed Forces.

Sec. 593. Due date for report on efforts to pre-
vent and respond to deaths by
suicide in the Navy.

Sec. 594. Posting of promotional materials for
the 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline
at military installations.

Sec. 595. Prohibition on drag shows and drag
queen story hour.

Sec. 596. Defense Advisory Committee on Diver-
sity and Inclusion: report; sunset.

Sec. 597. Force structure and personnel require-
ments of special operations forces:
review; briefing,; report.

Sec. 598. Prohibition on Federal funds for the
Department of Defense Coun-
tering Extremism Work Group.

Sec. 599. Digital ambassador program of the
Navy: cessation; report; restart.

Sec. 599A. Report on Military OneSource.

Sec. 599B. Study on service by neurodivergent

individuals in the Department of
Defense.
TITLE VI—COMPENSATION AND OTHER
PERSONNEL BENEFITS

Subtitle A—Basic Pay, Retired Pay, and Leave

Sec. 601. Parental leave parity for members of
certain reserve components of the
Armed Forces.

Sec. 602. Expansion of authority of the Sec-
retary of a military department to
pay a member who is absent with-
out leave or over leave for such
absence.

603. Report on modernized retirement sys-
tem.

Subtitle B—Bonus and Incentive Pays

611. One-year extension of certain expiring

bonus and special pay authorities.

612. Authorization of monthly bonus pay
for a junior member of the uni-
formed services during calendar
year 2024.

Determination of cold weather loca-
tion for purposes of assignment or
special duty pay.

Subtitle C—Allowances

Basic mneeds allowance: exclusion of
basic allowance for housing from
the calculation of gross household
income of an eligible member of
the Armed Forces.

Improved calculation of basic allow-
ance for housing for junior en-
listed members.

Ezxpansion of authority of a com-
manding officer to authorize a
basic allowance for housing for a
member performing initial field or
sea duty.

Dual basic allowance for housing for
training.

Basic allowance for housing: pilot pro-
gram to outsource rate calcula-
tion.

Independent assessment of housing for
military personnel in Guam.

Briefings on pilot program on hiring of
special needs inclusion coordina-
tors for department of defense
child development centers.

Subtitle D—Family Readiness and Survivor
Benefits

Sec. 631. Modifications to transitional com-
pensation for dependents of mem-
bers separated for dependent
abuse.

Sec. 632. Lodging expenses for dependents of
members separated for dependent
abuse.

Sec. 633. Access to commissary and exchange
privileges for remarried surviving
SPOUSses.

Sec. 634. Authority for peer mentoring program

for military dependents.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 613.

Sec. 621.

Sec. 622.

Sec. 623.

Sec. 624.

Sec. 625.

Sec. 626.

Sec. 627.
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Sec. 635. Expansion of qualifying events for

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

636.
637.
638.

641.
642.
643.

644.

645.

646.

which a member of the uniformed
services may be reimbursed for
spousal relicensing or business
costs due to the member’s reloca-
tion.

Student loan deferment for dislocated
military spouses.

Grants to assist caregivers in military
families.

MySTeP: provision online and in mul-
tiple languages.

Subtitle E—Child Care

Increase in the target funding level for
military child care.

Recurring review and revision of pay
for military child care employees.

Discounted child care for child care
employees of the Department of
Defense.

Expansion of pilot program to provide
financial assistance to members of
the Armed Forces for in-home
child care.

Wait times for child care services pro-
vided through military child de-
velopment centers: publication;
feasibility of certain improvement.

Study on effects of child care on readi-
ness and retention.

Subtitle F—Dependent Education

651.

652.

653.

654.

655.

656.

Rights of parents of children attend-
ing schools operated by the De-
partment of Defense Education
Activity.

Certain assistance to local educational
agencies that benefit dependents
of military and civilian personnel.

Verification of reporting of eligible
federally connected children for
purposes of Federal impact aid
programs.

Financial literacy education in schools
operated by the Department of
Defense Education Activity.

Pilot program for routine mental
health check-ups in schools oper-
ated by the Department of De-
fense Education Activity.

Briefings on implementation of uni-
versal pre-kindergarten programs
in schools operated by the Depart-
ment of Defense Education Activ-
ity.

TITLE VII—HEALTH CARE PROVISIONS

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

701.
702.

703.

704.

705.

706.

707.

708.
709.
710.

711.

Subtitle A—TRICARE and Other Health

Benefits

TRICARE dental plan for the Selected
Reserve.

Ezxtension of period of eligibility for
health benefits under TRICARE
Reserve Select for survivors of a
member of the Selected Reserve.

Clarification of applicability of re-
quired mental health self-initiated
referral process for members of the
Selected Reserve.

Non-medical counseling services for
military families.

Doulas: certification assistance for
military spouses; expansion of
demonstration project.

Medical testing and related services
for firefighters of Department of
Defense.

Temporary requirement for contracep-
tion coverage parity under the
TRICARE program.

Naloxone and fentanyl:
report.

Rates of reimbursement for providers
of applied behavior analysis.
Department of Defense pilot program
on health effects of medical mari-

juana use by veterans.

Pilot program on cryopreservation and
storage of gametes of certain mem-
bers of the Armed Forces.

regulations;
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Sec. 712. Psychological evaluations for certain
members of the Armed Forces who
served in Kabul.

Sec. 713. Authority to expand the TRICARE
Competitive Plans Demonstration
Project.

Subtitle B—Health Care Administration

Sec. 721. Clarification of grade of Surgeon Gen-

eral of the Navy.

Sec. 722. Clarification of responsibilities regard-
ing the integrated disability eval-
uation system.

Sharing of medical data regarding
members of the Coast Guard.

Organizational framework of the mili-
tary health system to support the
medical requirements of the com-
batant commands.

Mandatory training on health effects
of perfluoroalkyl or
polyfluoroalkyl substances.

Establishment of military pharma-
ceutical and medical device vul-
nerability working group.

Establishment of medical and surgical
consumables standardization
working group.

Pilot program on remote health moni-
toring technologies.

Task force of Department of Defense
on mental health.

Disclosures by entities receiving grants
the Secretary of Defense for bio-
medical research.

Subtitle C—Studies and Reports

741. Amendments to report on behavioral
health workforce of the Depart-
ment of Defense.

Comprehensive strategy on force resil-
ience of the Department of De-
fense.

Study on mon-clinical mental health
services of the Department of De-
fense.

Clinical study on treatment of certain
members with certain conditions
using certain psychedelic sub-
stances.

Study on opioid alternatives.

Report on overdoses by members of
certain Armed Forces.

Feasibility report regarding DHA em-
ployment of certain mental health
providers awaiting licensure.

Study on health care available to indi-
viduals supporting the missions of
United States Forces, Japan, and
Joint Region Marianas.

United States-Israel PTSD Collabo-
rative Research.

Feasibility study on creation of cen-
ters of excellence in Ukraine for
treatment of traumatic brain inju-
ries and traumatic extremity inju-
ries.

Testosterone levels among members of
special forces of the Army: study;
report.

GAO report on TRICARE payments to
behavioral health professionals.

TITLE VIII—ACQUISITION POLICY, ACQUI-
SITION MANAGEMENT, AND RELATED
MATTERS

Subtitle A—Acquisition Policy and Management

Sec. 801. Commercial mnature  determination
memo available to contractor.

Sec. 802. Prohibition on the transfer of certain
data on employees of the Depart-
ment of Defense to third parties.

Sec. 803. Principal technology transition advi-

Sec. 723.

Sec. 724.

Sec. 725.

Sec. 726.

Sec. 727.

Sec. 728.

Sec. 729.

Sec. 730.

Sec.
Sec. 742.
Sec. 743.

Sec. 744.

Sec.
Sec.

745.
746.

Sec. 747.

Sec. 748.

749.

Sec.

Sec. 750.

Sec. 751.

Sec. 752.

sor.
Sec. 804. Pilot program on payment of costs for
denied  Government  Account-

ability Office bid protests.
Sec. 805. Pilot program for prototype projects
for Anything-as-a-Service.
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Sec. 806. Low-methane intensity natural gas
pilot program.

Sec. 807. Prohibition on contracting with per-
sons that have business oper-
ations with the Government of the
Russian Federation or the Rus-
sian energy sector.

Sec. 808. Organizational conflict of interests re-
lating to national security and
foreign policy.

Subtitle B—Amendments to General Contracting

Authorities, Procedures, and Limitations

Sec. 822. Modification to truthful cost or pric-
ing data submissions and report.

823. Competition requirements for pur-
chases from Federal Prison Indus-
tries.

Modification of approval authority for
high dollar other transactions for
prototypes.

Clarification of authority of the De-
partment of Defense to carry out
certain prototype projects.

Acquisition of sensitive material prohi-
bition exception amendment.

Modification to acquisition authority
of the senior official with prin-
cipal responsibility for artificial
intelligence and machine learn-
ing.

Amend prohibition on contracting
with entities operating certain un-
manned aircraft systems.

Avoidance of use of lowest price tech-
nically acceptable source selection
process for certain logistics serv-
ices.

Modification and extension of tem-
porary authority to modify cer-
tain contracts and options based
on the impacts of inflation.

Modification of contracts and options
to provide economic price adjust-
ments.

Pilot program on the use of acquisition
authority for Office of Naval Re-
search to aid in technology tran-
sition.

832. Prohibition on computers or printers
acquisitions involving entities
owned or controlled by China.

Subtitle C—Domestic Sourcing Requirements

Sec. 841. Require full domestic production of
flags of the United States ac-
quired by the Department of De-
fense.

Sec. 842. Inclusion of titanium powder in defi-
nition of specialty metals exempt-
ed from certain domestic sourcing
requirements.

Sec. 843. Amend requirement to buy certain
metals from American sources.

Sec. 844. Modification to miscellaneous limita-
tions on the procurement of goods
other than United States goods.

Sec. 845. Procurement of covered hearing pro-
tection devices.

Subtitle D—Provisions Relating to Programs for
Accelerating Acquisition

Sec. 851. Pilot program for recurring awards for
production, investment, and de-
ployment through competitions.

Sec. 852. Demonstration and prototyping pro-
gram to advance international
product support capabilities in a
contested logistics environment.

Sec. 853. Defense industrial base advanced ca-
pabilities pilot program.

Subtitle E—Industrial Base Matters

Sec. 861. Additional national security objectives
for the national technology and
industrial base.

Sec. 862. Use of Industrial Base Fund for sup-
port for the workforce for large
surface combatants.

Sec.

Sec. 824.

Sec. 825.

Sec. 826.

Sec. 827.

Sec. 828.

Sec. 829.

Sec. 830.

Sec. 831.

Sec. 833.

Sec.

Sec. 863. Redesignation of Industrial Base
Fund as Industrial Base and
Operational Infrastructure Fund;
additional uses.

Modifications to the procurement tech-
nical assistance cooperative
agreement program.

Modification to procurement require-
ments relating to rare earth ele-
ments and strategic and critical
materials.

Securing maritime data from China.

Pilot program for analyzing and con-
tinuous monitoring of key supply
chains.

Study and report on country of origin
of end items and components pro-
cured by Department of Defense.

Enhanced domestic content require-
ment for major defense acquisition
programs.

Subtitle F—Small Business Matters

881 Entrepreneurial Innovation  Project
designations.

Extension and modification of Domes-
tic Investment Pilot Program.
Study and report on the expansion of

the Strategic Funding Increase
program of the Air Force.
Subtitle G—Other Matters

Employee-owned business contracting
incentive pilot program clarifica-
tion and extension.

Pilot program on the use of budget
transfer authority for Army re-
search to aid in technology tran-
sition.

Seaplane procurement and employ-
ment.

Limitation on availabdility of funds re-
lating to contracts with contract
managers and auditors.

Inspector General report on Depart-
ment of Defense acquisition and
contract administration.

TITLE IX—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
ORGANIZATION AND MANAGEMENT

Subtitle A—Office of the Secretary of Defense
and Related Matters

Under Secretary of Defense for Science
and Innovation Integration.

Repeal of position of Director of Cost
Assessment and Program Evalua-
tion.

Conforming amendments to carry out
elimination of position of Chief
Management Officer.

Elimination of the Chief Diversity Of-
ficer of the Department of De-
fense.

Subtitle B—Other Department of Defense
Organization and Management Matters

Sec. 921. Modification of analysis required for
reductions to civilian workforce
under general policy for total
force management.

Additional requirements under general
policy for total force management.

Eligibility of Chief of the National
Guard Bureau for appointment as
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff.

Coast Guard input to the Joint Re-
quirements Oversight Council.
Codification of the Defense Innovation
Unit and establishment of the
nontraditional innovation fielding

enterprise.

Designation of Explosive Ordnance
Disposal Corps as a basic branch
of the Army.

Repeal of authority to appoint a
Naval Research Advisory Com-
mittee.

Eligibility of members of Space Force
for instruction at the Naval Post-
graduate School.

Sec. 864.

Sec. 865.

866.
867.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 868.

Sec. 869.

Sec.
Sec. 882.

Sec. 883.

Sec. 891.

Sec. 892.

Sec. 893.

Sec. 894.

Sec. 895.

Sec. 901.

Sec. 902.

Sec. 903.

Sec. 904.

Sec. 922.

Sec. 923.

Sec. 924.

Sec. 925.

Sec. 926.

Sec. 927.

Sec. 928.
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Sec.
Sec.
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Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
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Sec

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
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929. Membership of the Air Force Reserve
Forces Policy Committee.

930. Framework for classification of auton-
omous capabilities.

931. Comprehensive assessment of force de-
sign modernization efforts of the
Marine Corps.

932. Enhancing Department of Defense co-
ordination of geoeconomic affairs.

Subtitle C—Space National Guard

951. Establishment of Space National
Guard.

952. No effect on military installations.

953. Implementation of Space National
Guard.

954. Conforming amendments and clarifica-

tion of authorities.
TITLE X—GENERAL PROVISIONS
Subtitle A—Financial Matters

1001. General transfer authority.

1002. Requirement for a covered Armed
Force to submit posture state-
ments in support of congressional
budget process.

Subtitle B—Counterdrug Activities

1006. Drug interdiction and counter-drug
activities.

1007. Threat analysis regarding fentanyl
Crisis.

1008. Report on role of Department of De-
fense in supporting National
Emergency Declaration combating
fentanyl crisis.

Subtitle C—Naval Vessels and Shipyards

. 1011. Modifications to annual naval vessel

construction plan.

Critical components of national sea-
based deterrence vessels.

Grants for improvement of Navy ship
repair or alterations capability.

Repeal of obsolete provision of law
regarding vessel nomenclature.

Responsibility of Commandant of the
Marine Corps with respect to
naval force battleship assessment
and requirement reporting.

Policy of the United States on ship-
building defense industrial base.

Availability of funds for retirement or
inactivation of landing dock ships
and guided missile cruisers.

Expeditionary fast transport vessels.

Guam shipyard assessment .

Authority to use incremental funding
to enter into a contract for the
advance procurement and con-
struction of a San Antonio-class
amphibious ship.

Authority to use incremental funding
to enter into a contract for the
advance procurement and con-
struction of a submarine tender.

Plan for extended prohibition on re-
tirement of ships.

Congressional notification regarding
pending retirement of naval ves-
sels viable for artificial reefing.

Quarterly briefings on submarine
readiness.

Subtitle D—Counterterrorism

1031. Extension of prohibition on use of
funds for transfer or release of in-
dividuals detained at United
States Naval Station, Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba, to the United
States.

1032. Extension of prohibition on use of
funds to construct or modify fa-
cilities in the United States to
house detainees transferred from
United States Naval Station,
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

1033. Extension of prohibition on use of
funds for transfer or release of in-
dividuals detained at United
States Naval Station, Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba, to certain coun-
tries.

1012.

1013.

1014.

1015.

1016.

1017.

1018.
1019.
1020.

1021.

1022.

1023.

1024.
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Sec. 1034. Extension of prohibition on use of
funds to close or relinquish con-
trol of United States Naval Sta-
tion, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Subtitle E—DMiscellaneous Authorities and
Limitations

Modification to definitions of Confu-
cius Institute.

Limitation on provision of funds to
institutions of higher education
hosting Confucius Institutes.

Modification of wvetting procedures
and monitoring requirements for
certain military training.

Limitation on availability of funds
until delivery of report on mnext
generation tactical communica-
tions.

Limitation on use of funds related to
Military Religious Freedom Foun-
dation.

Prohibition on use of funds for advi-
sory committees related to envi-
ronmental, social, and governance
aspects.

Subtitle F—Studies and Reports

1061. Annual report on unfunded priovrities
of Defense POW/MIA Accounting
Agency.

Quarterly briefings on Joint All Do-
main Command and Control Ef-
fort.

Extension of requirement to submit a
report on Department of Defense
support for Department of Home-
land Security at the international
borders of the United States.

Air Force plan for maintaining pro-
ficient aircrews in certain mission
areas.

Assessment and strategy relating to
range capability and capacity for
Joint All-Domain Operations.

Report on defense of Department of
Defense facilities and forces in
European and Indo-Pacific re-
gions from missile and air attack.

Independent study on naval mine
warfare.

Report on establishment of joint force
headquarters in Indo-Pacific re-
gion.

Annual briefings on implementation
of Force Design 2030.

Plan for Taiwan noncombatant evac-
uation operations.

Subtitle G—Other Matters

Navy consideration of Coast Guard
views on matters directly con-
cerning Coast Guard capabilities.

Development of commercial integra-
tion cells action plan within cer-
tain combatant commands.

Requirement to update warfighting
requirements for confronting Rus-
sia in Europe.

Update to strategic plan on Depart-
ment of Defense combating traf-
ficking in persons program.

Guidance for use of unmanned air-
craft systems by National Guard.

Sense of Congress regarding defense
presence in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion.

TITLE XI—CIVILIAN PERSONNEL MATTERS

Sec. 1101. Authority to establish excepted serv-
ice positions for army law en-
forcement activities.

Sec. 1102. Authorization to pay a living quar-
ters allowance for Department of
the Navy civilian employees as-
signed to permanent duty in
Guam for performing work, or
supporting work being performed,
aboard or dockside, of U.S. naval
vessels.

Sec. 1041.

Sec. 1042.

Sec. 1043.

Sec. 1044.

Sec. 1045.

Sec. 1046.

Sec.

Sec. 1062.

Sec. 1063.

Sec. 1064.

Sec. 1065.

Sec. 1066.

Sec. 1067.

Sec. 1068.

Sec. 1069.

Sec. 1070.

Sec. 1081.

Sec. 1082.

Sec. 1083.

Sec. 1084.

Sec. 1085.

Sec. 1086.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

1103.

1104.

1105.

1106.

1107.

1108.

1109.

1110.

1111.

1112.

1113.

1114.

1115.

1116.

1117.

1118.

1119.

1120.
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Consolidation of direct hire authori-
ties for candidates with specified
degrees at science and technology
reinvention laboratories.

Direct hire authority for certain per-
sonnel of the Department of De-
fense.

One-year extension of authority to
waive annual limitation on pre-
mium pay and aggregate limita-
tion on pay for Federal civilian
employees working overseas.

Extension of authority to grant com-
petitive status to employees of in-
spectors general for overseas con-
tingency operations.

Extension of direct hire authority for
Domestic Industrial Base Facili-
ties and Major Range and Test
Facilities Base.

Waiver of limitation on appointment
of recently retired members of
armed forces to DOD competitive
service positions.

Ezxclusion of mnonappropriated fund
employees from limitations on
dual pay.

One-year extension of temporary au-
thority to grant allowances, bene-
fits, and gratuities to civilian per-
sonnel on official duty in a com-
bat zone.

Support United States Strategic Com-
mand and United States Space
Command enterprises.

Temporary extension of authority to
provide security for former De-
partment of Defense officials.

GAO report on civilian support posi-
tions at remote military installa-
tions.

Modification to shore leave accrual
for crews of wvessels to support
crew rotations and improve reten-
tion of civilian mariners.

Assessments of staffing in Office of
the Under Secretary of Defense
for Personnel and Readiness.

Military Spouse Employment Act.

Amendments to the John S. McCain
strategic defense fellows program.

Including military service in deter-
mining family and medical leave
eligibility for Federal employees.

Assessments of staffing in Office of
the Under Secretary of Defense
for Research and Engineering.

Assessments of staffing in DOD Of-
fice for Diversity, Equity, and In-
clusion.

TITLE XII—MATTERS RELATING TO

FOREIGN NATIONS

Subtitle A—Assistance and Training

1201.
1202.

1203.

1204.

1205.

1206.
1207.
1208.

1209.

Support of special operations for ir-
regular warfare.

Modification of Combatant Com-
mander Initiative Fund.

Equipment disposition with respect to
building capacity of foreign secu-
rity forces.

Mission training through distributed
simulation.

Modifications to security cooperation
workforce development program
and establishment of defense secu-
rity cooperation university.

Requirement for military exercises.

Report on end-use monitoring.

Report on enhanced end-use moni-
toring.

Report on partner country forces.

Subtitle B—Matters Relating to the Middle East

and Central Asia

Sec. 1211. Extension of cross-servicing agree-

ments for loan of personnel pro-
tection and personnel Surviv-
ability equipment in coalition op-
erations.
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Modification of quarterly reports on
ex-gratia payments.

Extension and modification of au-
thority to provide assistance to
vetted Syrian groups and individ-
uals.

Extension and modification of au-
thority to provide assistance to
counter the Islamic State of Iraq
and Syria.

Plan of action to equip and train
Iraqi security forces and Kurdish
Peshmerga forces.

Extension of United States-Israel
anti-tunnel cooperation.

Plan to enable Israel to gain observer
status in the Euro-NATO Joint Jet
Pilot Training Program.

Ezxtension and modification of an-
nual report on military power of
Iran.

Prohibition on transporting currency
to the Taliban and the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan.

Modifications to the Office of the
Special Inspector General for Af-
ghanistan Reconstruction.

Subtitle C—Matters Relating to Ukraine

Sec. 1221. Direct hire authority for certain per-
sonnel of the Office of the Inspec-
tor General of the Department of
Defense.

1222. Special Inspector General for Ukraine
Assistance.

1223. Extension of Ukraine Security Assist-
ance Initiative.

1224. Extension of lend-lease authority to
Ukraine.

1225. Plan and report relating to allied and
partner support to Ukraine.

Subtitle D—Matters Relating to Russia, Europe,
and NATO

Sec. 1231. Statement of policy relating to
NATO-Russia Founding Act.

Sec. 1232. Strategy to delay, disrupt, and de-
grade Rosatom’s proliferation ac-
tivities and other revenue streams.

Sec. 1233. Baltic Security Initiative.

Sec. 1234. Prohibition on New START Treaty
information sharing.

Subtitle E—Matters Relating to the Armed
Forces Abroad and the Authorities of the De-
partment of Defense

Sec. 1241. Report on hostilities involving United
States Armed Forces.

Sec. 1242. Protection and legal preparedness for
servicemembers abroad.

Sec. 1243. Prohibition on funding for the Global
Engagement Center.

Sec. 1244. Determination of location for McCain
Irregular Warfare Center.

TITLE XIII—OTHER MATTERS RELATING
TO FOREIGN NATIONS.

Subtitle A—Matters Relating to the Indo-Pacific
and Pacific Regions

Sec. 1301. Extension of Pacific Deterrence Ini-
tiative and report, briefings, and
plan under the Initiative.

Independent assessment and report
on the progress made under the
Pacific Deterrence Initiative.

Sense of Congress on South Korea.

Sense of Congress on Taiwan defense
relations.

Briefing on multi-year plan to fulfill
defensive requirements of military
forces of Taiwan.

Modification to the American, Brit-
ish, Canadian, and Australian
Armies’ Program.

Modifications to initiative to support
protection of mnational security
academic researchers from undue
influence and other security
threats.

Sec. 1212.

Sec. 1213.

Sec. 1214.

Sec. 1215.

Sec. 1216.

Sec. 1217.

Sec. 1218.

Sec. 1219.

Sec. 1220.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 1302.

1303.
1304.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 1305.

Sec. 1306.

Sec. 1307.
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Sec. 1308. Limitation on availability of funds
pending submittal of list identi-
fying certain foreign academic in-
stitutions.

1309. Expansion of international tech-
nology focused partnerships and
experimentation activities in the
Indo-Pacific.

Subtitle B—Matters Relating to China

1311. Modifications to public reporting of
Chinese military companies oper-
ating in the United States.

Modification to annual report on
military and security develop-
ments involving the People’s Re-
public of China.

Prohibition on use of funds for work
performed by EcoHealth Alliance,
Inc., in China on research sup-
ported by the Govermment of
China.

Study and report on implementation
of naval blockades of shipments of
fossil fuels to China in event of
armed conflict.

Independent study on defense budget
of People’s Republic of China.
Determination on involvement of the
PRC in the Mexican fentanyl

trade.

TITLE XIV—OTHER AUTHORIZATIONS
Subtitle A—Military Programs

1401. Working capital funds.

1402. Chemical agents and munitions de-
struction, defense.

Drug interdiction and counter-drug
activities, defense-wide.

Defense Inspector General.

Defense Health Program.

Subtitle B—Other Matters

Expansion of National Defense Stock-
pile requirements for era of great
power competition.

Membership of Coast Guard on Stra-
tegic Materials Protection Board.

Authority for transfer of funds to
joint Department of Defense-De-
partment of Veterans Affairs
Medical Facility Demonstration
Fund for Captain James A. Lovell
Health Care Center, Illinois.

1414. Authorization of appropriations for

Armed Forces Retirement Home.

TITLE XV—CYBERSPACE-RELATED
MATTERS

Subtitle A—Cyber Matters

Harmonization and clarification of
Strategic Cybersecurity Program
and related matters.

Office for academic engagement relat-
ing to cyber activities.

Modification to Department of De-
fense enterprise-wide procurement
of cyber data products and serv-
ices.

Authority to establish program of
United States Cyber Command on
dark web and deep web analysis
tools.

Military cybersecurity
with Taiwan.
Subtitle B—Personnel

Authority to accept voluntary and
uncompensated services from cy-
bersecurity experts.

Matters relating to management of
United States Marine Corps
cyberspace operations officers.

Modifications to rates of pay for cer-
tain cyber-related positions of De-
partment of Defense.

Responsibility for cybersecurity and
critical infrastructure protection
of the defense industrial base.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 1312.

Sec. 1313.

Sec. 1314.

Sec. 1315.

Sec. 1316.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec. 1403.

1404.
1405.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 1411.

Sec. 1412.

Sec. 1413.

Sec.

Sec. 1501.

Sec. 1502.

Sec. 1503.

Sec. 1504.

Sec. 1505. cooperation

Sec. 1521.

Sec. 1522.
Sec. 1523.

Sec. 1524.

Sec

Sec

Sec

Sec
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Subtitle C—Reports and Other Matters

. 1531.

. 1532.

. 1533.

. 1534.

Oversight for Command Post Com-
puting  Environment  contract
award.

Prohibition on availability of funds
relating to censorship or black-
listing of mews sources based on
subjective criteria or political bi-
ases.

GAO review of cyberspace operations
management.

Study on occupational resiliency of
Cyber Mission Force.

TITLE XVI—SPACE ACTIVITIES, STRA-
TEGIC PROGRAMS, AND INTELLIGENCE
MATTERS

Sec

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

. 1601.
1602.

1603.

1604.

1605.

1606.

1607.

1608.

1609.

1610.

1611.

1612.

1631.

1632.

1633.

1634.

1635.

1636.

1637.

1638.

1639.

1640.

1641.

1642.

1643.

1644.

Subtitle A—Space Activities

Classification review of space major
defense acquisition programs.

Enhanced authority to increase space
launch capacity through space
launch support services.

Modification to prohibition on for-
eign commercial satellite services.

Authorization for establishment of
the National Space Intelligence
Center as a field operating agen-
cy.

Limitation on use of funds for WGS-
12 satellite.

Limitation on use of funds pending
submission of certain reports on
space policy.

National security space launch pro-
gram phase three acquisition.

Application of TNT equivalency to
launch wvehicles and components
using methane propellant.

Plan to improve threat-sharing ar-
rangements with commercial space
operators.

Plan for an integrated and resilient
satellite communications architec-
ture for the Space Force.

Process and plan for Space Force
space situational awareness.

Report on national security space ve-
hicle processing capabilities.

Subtitle B—Nuclear Forces

Establishment of major force program
for nuclear command, control,
and communications programs.

Repeal of requirement for review of
nuclear deterrence postures.

Retention of capability to redeploy
multiple independently targetable
reentry vehicles.

Pilot program on development of re-
entry wvehicles and related sys-
tems.

Integrated master schedule for the
Sentinel missile program of the
Air Force.

Form of contracting authorized to
mitigate risk to Sentinel program
schedule and cost.

Notification of decision to delay stra-
tegic delivery system test event.
Prohibition on reduction of the inter-
continental ballistic missiles of the

United States.

Limitation on availability of funds
for retirement of B83-1 nuclear
gravity bombs.

Prohibition on availability of funds
for maval nuclear fuel systems
based on low-enriched uranium.

Establishment  of nuclear  sea-
launched cruise missile program.

Quarterly reports on progress of Sea-
Launched Cruise Missile-Nuclear
program.

Congressional notification of nuclear
cooperation between Russia and
China.

Report on acceleration of nuclear
modernization priorities.
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Subtitle C—Missile Defense Programs

1661. Qualifications of Director of Missile
Defense Agency.

National missile defense policy.

Programs to achieve initial and full
operational capabilities for the
Glide Phase Interceptor program.

Research and analysis on multipolar
deterrence and escalation dynam-
ics.

Limitation on use of funds pending
submission of report on missile de-
fense interceptor site.

Report on Hawaii missile defense.

Report on potential enhancements to
Aegis Ashore sites in Poland and
Romania.

Rescission of memorandum on missile
defense governance.

Policy and report on North Atlantic
Treaty Organization effective in-
tegrated air and missile defense
capabilities in Europe.

Independent analysis of space-based
missile defense capability.

Subtitle D—Other Matters

Inclusion of Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence of the
House of Representatives as re-
cipient of quarterly information
operations briefings.

Modification to authority to use oper-
ation and maintenance funds for
cyber operations-peculiar capa-
bility development projects.

Cooperative threat reduction funds.

Quarterly briefings on implementa-
tion of military-code compliant
GPS receivers through Military
GPS User Equipment program.

Moving target indicator programs of
Department of Defense.

Reporting mechanism on use of con-
sultants, informants, and other
human sources to acquire intel-
ligence information.

Sec. 1687. Report on concept of operations for

offensive hypersonic systems.

Sec. 1688. Indo-Pacific missile strategy.

TITLE XVII—SPACE FORCE PERSONNEL

MANAGEMENT

Sec. 1701. Short title.

Subtitle A—Space Force Military Personnel
System Without Component
Sec. 1711. Establishment of military personnel
management system for the Space
Force.

Sec.

1662.
1663.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 1664.
Sec. 1665.

1666.
1667.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 1668.

Sec. 1669.

Sec. 1670.

Sec. 1681.

Sec. 1682.

1683.
1664.

Sec.
Sec.

1685.

Sec.

Sec. 1686.

Sec. 1712. Composition of the Space Force with-
out component.

Sec. 1713. Definitions for single personnel man-
agement system for the Space
Force.

Sec. 1714. Basic policies relating to service in
the Space Force.

Sec. 1715. Status and participation.

Sec. 1716. Officers.

Sec. 1717. Enlisted members.

Sec. 1718. Retention and separation generally.

Sec. 1719. Separation of officers for substandard

performance of duty or for certain
other reasons.

Sec. 1720. Retirement.

Subtitle B—Conforming Amendments Related to

Space Force Military Personnel System

Sec. 1731. Amendments to Department of the
Air Force provisions of title 10,
United States Code.

Sec. 1732. Amendments to subtitle A of title 10,
United States Code.
Sec. 1733. Title 38, United States Code (Vet-
erans’ Benefits).
Subtitle C—Transition Provisions
Sec. 1741. Transition period.
Sec. 1742. Change of duty status of members of

the Space Force.
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Sec. 1743. Transfer to the Space Force of mem-
bers of the Air Force Reserve.

Placement of officers on the Space
Force officer list.

Disestablishment of Regular Space
Force.

Sec. 1746. End strength flexibility.

Sec. 1747. Promotion authority flexibility.
Subtitle D—Other Amendments Related to the
Space Force

Sec. 1751. Title 10, United States Code.
Sec. 1752. Other provisions of law.
TITLE XVIII—OTHER DEFENSE MATTERS
Subtitle A—Miscellaneous Authorities and
Limitations

Extension of authority to engage in
certain commercial activities.

Modification of defense sensitive sup-
port notification requirement.

Modification to requirements relating
to combating military reliance on
Russian energy.

Support for execution of bilateral
agreements concerning illicit
transnational maritime activity in
Africa.

Clarification of waiver authority for
organizational and consultant
conflicts of interest under the
Federal Acquisition Regulation.

1806. Genealogy collection of family mem-

bers of servicemembers killed at
Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941.
Subtitle B—Studies and Reports

1821. Report on increasing national ceme-

tery capacity.

1822. Limitation on funds relating to Fed-
eral contractor disclosure of
greenhouse gas emissions and cli-
mate-related financial risk.

Study and report on damage to infra-
structure in Guam resulting from
Typhoon Mawar.

Subtitle C—Other Matters

Technical and conforming amend-
ments.

Referral to museum located at
Blytheville/Eaker Air Force Base
as the National Cold War Center.

Exemption under Marine Mammal
Protection Act of 1972 for certain
activities that may result in inci-
dental take of Rice’s whale.

Revision of requirement for transfer
of certain aircraft to State of Cali-
fornia for wildfire suppression
purposes.

Restrictive housing reform.

Sense of Congress regarding un-
manned aerial, surface, and un-
derwater vehicles.

Sense of Congress regarding naming
of vessel for Battle of Dai Do.

Sec. 1858. Risk framework for foreign phone ap-

plications of concern.
DIVISION B—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION
AUTHORIZATIONS

Sec. 1744.

Sec. 1745.

Sec. 1801.
Sec. 1802.

Sec. 1803.

Sec. 1804.

Sec. 1805.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 1823.

Sec. 1851.

Sec. 1852.

Sec. 1853.

1854.

Sec.

1855.
1856.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 1857.

Sec. 2001. Short title.

Sec. 2002. Ezxpiration of authorizations and
amounts required to be specified
by law.

Sec. 2003. Effective date.

TITLE XXI—ARMY MILITARY
CONSTRUCTION

Sec. 2101. Authorized Army construction and
land acquisition projects.

Sec. 2102. Family housing.

Sec. 2103. Authorization of  appropriations,
Army.

Sec. 2104. Extension of authority to use cash
payments in special account from
land conveyance, Natick Soldier
Systems Center, Massachusetts.

Sec. 2105. Extension of authority to carry out

fiscal year 2018 project at Kunsan
Air Base, Korea.
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Sec. 2106. Extension of authority to carry out
certain fiscal year 2019 Army mili-
tary construction projects.

2107. Extension of authority to carry out
certain fiscal year 2021 Army mili-
tary construction projects.

TITLE XXII—NAVY MILITARY
CONSTRUCTION

Authoriced Navy construction and
land acquisition projects.

Family housing.

Authorication  of
Navy.

Ezxtension of authority to carry out
certain fiscal year 2019 Navy mili-
tary construction projects.

Extension of authority to carry out
certain fiscal year 2021 Navy mili-
tary construction projects.

TITLE XXIII—AIR FORCE MILITARY

CONSTRUCTION

Authorized Air Force construction
and land acquisition projects.

Family housing.

Authorication of appropriations, Air
Force.

Ezxtension of authority to carry out
certain fiscal year 2017 Air Force
military construction projects.

Extension of authority to carry out
certain fiscal year 2018 Air Force
military construction projects.

Extension of authority to carry out
certain fiscal year 2019 Air Force
military construction projects.

Extension of authority to carry out
fiscal year 2021 Air Force military
construction projects.

TITLE XXIV—DEFENSE AGENCIES
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION

2401. Authorized Defense Agencies con-
struction and land acquisition
projects.

Authoriced Energy Resilience and
Conservation Investment program
projects.

Authorization of appropriations, De-
fense Agencies.

Extension of authority to carry out
certain fiscal year 2018 Defense
Agencies military  construction
projects.

Extension of authority to carry out
certain fiscal year 2019 Defense
Agencies military construction
projects.

Modification of authority to carry
out fiscal year 2019 project at SOF
Joint Parachute Rigging Facility,
Baumholder, Germany.

Extension of authority to carry out
fiscal year 2021 project at Defense
Fuel Support Point Tsurumi,
Japan.

Ezxtension of authority to carry out
certain fiscal year 2021 Energy
Resilience and Conservation In-
vestment projects.

Authority to carry out military con-
struction projects to improve cer-
tain fiscal year 2022 utility sys-
tems.

Additional authority to carry out cer-
tain military construction projects
to improve certain fiscal year 2023
utility systems.

TITLE XXV—INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS

Subtitle A—North Atlantic Treaty Organization
Security Investment Program
Sec. 2501. Authorized NATO construction and
land acquisition projects.
Sec. 2502. Authorization of  appropriations,
NATO.
Subtitle B—Host Country In-Kind Contributions

Sec. 2511. Republic of Korea funded construc-
tion projects.

Sec.

Sec. 2201.

2202.
2203.

Sec.
Sec. appropriations,

Sec. 2204.

Sec. 2205.

Sec. 2301.

2302.
2303.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 2304.

Sec. 2305.

Sec. 2306.

Sec. 2307.

Sec.

Sec. 2402.

Sec. 2403.

Sec. 2404.

Sec. 2405.

Sec. 2406.
Sec. 2407.
Sec. 2408.
2409.

Sec.

Sec. 2410.
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2512. Republic of Poland funded construc-
tion projects.
TITLE XXVI—GUARD AND RESERVE
FORCES FACILITIES

Authoriced Army National Guard
construction and land acquisition
projects.

Authorized Army Reserve construc-
tion and land acquisition projects.

Authorized Navy Reserve and Marine
Corps Reserve construction and
land acquisition projects.

Authorized Air National Guard con-
struction and land acquisition
projects.

Authorized Air Force Reserve con-
struction and land acquisition
projects.

Authorization of appropriations, Na-
tional Guard and Reserve.

Ezxtension of authority to carry out
fiscal year 2018 project at Hulman
Regional Airport, Indiana.

Extension of authority to carry out
fiscal year 2019 project at Francis
S. Gabreski Airport, New York.

Extension of authority to carry out
certain fiscal year 2021 National
Guard and Reserve military con-
struction projects.

Sec. 2610. Modification of authority to carry

out fiscal year 2023 project at
Camp Pendleton, California.
TITLE XXVII—BASE REALIGNMENT AND
CLOSURE ACTIVITIES

Sec. 2701. Authorization of appropriations for
base realignment and closure ac-
tivities funded through Depart-
ment of Defense Base Closure Ac-
count.

TITLE XXVIII—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION

GENERAL PROVISIONS
Subtitle A—Military Construction Programs

Sec. 2801. Modifications to Defense Community
Infrastructure Program.

Modification to authority for unspec-
ified minor construction.

Modification of authority to carry
out defense laboratory moderniza-
tion program.

Expansion of maximum amount of
funds available for certain de-
fense laboratory  improvement
projects.

Prioritication of certain military con-
struction projects to improve in-
frastructure at certain facilities
determined to be critical to na-
tional security.

Expansion of amount of -certain
funds Secretary concerned may
obligate annually for military in-
stallation resilience projects.

Certification of consideration of cer-
tain methods of construction for
military construction projects; an-
nual report.

Authority for certain construction
projects in friendly foreign coun-
tries.

Reporting requirements and congres-
sional notification for certain
military construction projects.

Subtitle B—Military Housing Reforms

2821. Authority to operate certain transient
housing of the Department of De-
fense transferred to Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense for Energy, In-
stallations, and Environment.

2822. Department of Defense Military
Housing Readiness Council.

2823. Inclusion of information relating to
compliance with Military Housing
Privatication Initiative Tenant
Bill of Rights in certain notifica-
tions submitted to Congress.

Sec.

Sec. 2601.

Sec. 2602.

Sec. 2603.

Sec. 2604.

Sec. 2605.

Sec. 2606.

Sec. 2607.

Sec. 2608.

Sec. 2609.

Sec. 2802.

Sec. 2803.

Sec. 2804.

Sec. 2805.

Sec. 2806.

Sec. 2807.

Sec. 2808.

Sec. 2809.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
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Sec

Sec

Sec

Sec

Sec

Sec

Sec

Sec

Sec

Sec

Sec

Sec

Sec

Sec

Sec

Sec

. 2824. Establishing additional requirements
for a military housing complaint
database.

. 2825. Modification of authority to grant
certain waivers relating to con-
figuration and privacy standards
for military unaccompanied hous-
ing; limitations on availability of
certain funds.

. 2826. Revision of certain minimum stand-
ards relating to health, safety,
and condition for military unac-
companied housing; termination
of authority to grant certain
waivers.

Subtitle C—Real Property and Facilities
Administration

. 2831. Improvements relating to access to
military installations in United
States.

. 2832. Real property usage in the National
Capital Region.

. 2833. Revision to Unified Facilities Criteria
on use of life safety accessibility
hardware for covered doors.

Subtitle D—Land Conveyances

. 2841. Extension of sunset for land convey-
ance, Sharpe Army  Depot,
Lathrop, California.

. 2842. Land conveyance, Eglin Air Force
Base, Florida.

. 2843. Land  acquisition, Westmoreland
State Park, Virginia.

Subtitle E—Pilot Programs and Reports

. 2851. Clarification on amounts available
for projects under certain pilot
program relating to testing facili-
ties at installations of the Depart-
ment of the Air Force.

Pilot program to provide air purifi-
cation technology in military
housing.

Quarterly briefings on military con-
struction related to the Sentinel
intercontinental ballistic missile
weapon system program.

. 2852.

. 2853.

. 2854. Plan for use of excess border wall
construction materials.
. 2871. Joint Housing Requirements and

Market Analysis for military in-
stallations in Hawaii.

Subtitle F—Other Matters

Expansion of certain exemption relat-
ing to funding requirement for
certain defense community infra-
structure projects.

Development and operation of Ma-
rine Corps Heritage Center and
National Museum of the Mavrine
Corps.

Prohibition on joint use of homestead
air reserve base with civil avia-

. 2861.

. 2862.

. 2863.

tion.

. 2864. National museum of the Mighty
Eighth Air Force.

. 2865. Recognition of Memorial, Memorial

Garden, and K9 Memorial of the
National Navy UDT-SEAL Mu-
seum in Fort Pierce, Florida, as a
national memorial, memorial gar-
den, and K9 memorial, respec-
tively, of Navy SEALs and their
predecessors.

Limitation on availability of certain
funds relating to the location of
the headquarters for United
States Space Command.

Limitation on use of funds for closure
of combat readiness training cen-
ters.

Limitation on availability of certain
funds until submission of certain
report on military housing.

Guidance on encroachment that im-
pacts covered sites.

. 2866.

. 2867.

. 2868.

. 2869.
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Sec. 2870. Continuing education curriculum on
the use of innovative products for
military construction projects.

DIVISION C—DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

NATIONAL SECURITY AUTHORIZATIONS

AND OTHER AUTHORIZATIONS

TITLE XXXI—DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
NATIONAL SECURITY PROGRAMS

Subtitle A—National Security Programs and
Authorizations

3101. National Nuclear Security Adminis-
tration.
3102. Defense environmental cleanup.
3103. Other defense activities.
3104. Nuclear energy.
Subtitle B—Program Authorizations,
Restrictions, and Limitations

3112. Extension of authority on acceptance
of contributions for acceleration
or removal or security of fissile
materials, radiological materials,
and related equipment at vulner-
able sites worldwide.

Cybersecurity Risk Inventory, Assess-
ment, and Mitigation Working
Group.

Modification of minor construction
threshold for plant projects.

Technical correction to National Nu-
clear Security Administration un-
funded priorities.

Criminal penalties for interference
with the transport of special nu-
clear materials, nuclear weapons
components, or Restricted Data.

Deadlines for commencement of oper-
ations of certain atomic energy re-
placement projects.

Integrated master schedule for the fu-
ture-years nuclear security pro-
gram.

Prohibition on availability of funds
to reconvert or retire W76-2 war-
heads.

Limitation on use of funds pending
submission of certain National
Nuclear Security Administration
reports.

Increase in number of authoriced
contracting, program manage-
ment, scientific, engineering, and
technical positions in National
Nuclear Security Administration.

Subtitle C—Plans, Reports, and Other Matters

Sec. 3131. Biennial detailed report on nuclear
weapons stockpile stewardship,
management, and responsiveness
plan.

3132. Plan for domestic enrichment capa-
bility to satisfy Department of De-
fense uranium requirements.

3133. Independent assessment of plutonium
pit aging milestones and progress.

TITLE XXXII—DEFENSE NUCLEAR

FACILITIES SAFETY BOARD

3201. Authorication.

TITLE XXXIV—NAVAL PETROLEUM
RESERVES

3401. Authorization of appropriations.
TITLE XXXV—MARITIME
ADMINISTRATION
Subtitle A—Maritime Administration

3501. Authorization of appropriations for
Maritime Administration.

Subtitle B—Maritime Infrastructure

3511. Port infrastructure development pro-
gram eligible projects.

3512. Assistance for small inland river and
coastal ports and terminals.

3513. Eligibility of shore power projects
under port infrastructure develop-
ment program.

3514. Codification of existing
technical amendments.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 3113.

Sec. 3114.

Sec. 3115.

Sec. 3116.

Sec. 3117.

Sec. 3118.
Sec. 3119.

Sec. 3120.

Sec. 3121.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec. language;
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Update to categorical exclusions used
by Mavritime Administration in re-
viewing environmental impacts of
transportation projects.

Subtitle C—Reports

Report on administration of pro-
grams.

Report on availability of used sealift
vessels.

Report on port preferences for US-
flag vessels.

Reports to Congress.

Subtitle D—Other Matters

Cargoes procured, furnished, or fi-
nanced by the United States Gov-
ernment.

Recapitalization of National Defense
Reserve Fleet.

Limitation on use of funds pending
submission of reports on Mer-
chant Marine Academy.

Maritime workforce working group.

Consideration of life-cycle cost esti-
mates for acquisition and procure-
ment of vessels.

Source restrictions on auxiliary ship
components.

Authorization of appropriations for
national maritime strategy.

DIVISION D—FUNDING TABLES

4001. Authorization of amounts in funding
tables.
TITLE XLI—PROCUREMENT
Sec. 4101. Procurement.
TITLE XLII—RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT,
TEST, AND EVALUATION

Sec. 3515.

Sec. 3521.

Sec. 3522.
Sec. 3523.

Sec. 3524.

Sec. 3531.

Sec. 3532.

Sec. 3533.

3534.
3535.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 3536.

Sec. 3537.

Sec.

Sec. 4201. Research, development, test, and
evaluation.
TITLE XLIII—OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE

Sec. 4301. Operation and maintenance.
TITLE XLIV—MILITARY PERSONNEL
Sec. 4401. Military personnel.
TITLE XLV—OTHER AUTHORIZATIONS

Sec. 4501. Other authorizations.

TITLE XLVI—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION
Sec. 4601. Military construction.

TITLE XLVII—DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

NATIONAL SECURITY PROGRAMS
Sec. 4701. Department of Energy national secu-
rity programs.

SEC. 3. CONGRESSIONAL DEFENSE COMMITTEES.

In this Act, the term ‘‘congressional defense
committees’’ has the meaning given that term in
section 101(a)(16) of title 10, United States Code.

DIVISION A—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
AUTHORIZATIONS
TITLE I—PROCUREMENT
Subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations

SEC. 101. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.
Funds are hereby authoriced to be appro-

priated for fiscal year 2024 for procurement for

the Army, the Navy and the Marine Corps, the

Air Force and the Space Force, and Defense-

wide activities, as specified in the funding table

in section 4101.

Subtitle B—Army Programs
LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS PENDING ASSESSMENT OF
ARMY TRACKLESS MOVING TARGET
SYSTEMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Of the funds authorized to
be appropriated by this Act or otherwise made
available for fiscal year 2024 for the Trackless
Moving Target program of the Army, not more
than 50 percent may be obligated or exrpended to
procure or further develop the Trackless Moving
Target-Infantry variant until the Secretary of
the Army—

(1) acting through the Commanding General
of the Army Test and Evaluation Command,

SEC. 111.
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conducts an assessment, which shall include a
live fire performance comparison, of commer-
cially available trackless infantry targets to de-
termine if any such solutions meet the program
requirements for the Trackless Moving Target—
Infantry variant;

(2) obtains direct soldier feedback on the cur-
rent Trackless Moving Target program, as com-
pared to other commercially available and oper-
ationally deployed trackless infantry targets;

(3) certifies to the congressional defense com-
mittees that the acquisition strategy of the Army
for the Trackless Moving Target—-Infantry vari-
ant meets the current program requirements as
set forth in the report of Secretary of the Army
titled ‘““‘Autonomous Robotic Targets for Small
Arms Range Training’, as submitted to Con-
gress in March 2023; and

(4) submits to the congressional defense com-
mittees the report required under subsection (b).

(b) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 30
days after the date of the completion of the as-
sessment and soldier feedback required under
paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection (a), the
Secretary of the Army shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees a report that in-
cludes—

(1) detailed results of the assessment con-
ducted under subsection (a)(1), including a com-
parison of the Trackless Moving Target—Infan-
try variant under development by the Army to
other operationally deployed, commercially
available targets in use by other armed forces;

(2) the unaltered results of the direct soldier
feedback obtained under subsection (a)(2) and a
summary of such results; and

(3) a certification that the development of the
Trackless Moving Target-Infantry variant is in
compliance with the requirements of section 4061
of title 10, United States Code.

Subtitle C—Navy Programs
SEC. 131. MULTIYEAR PROCUREMENT AUTHORITY
FOR VIRGINIA CLASS SUBMARINE
PROGRAM.

(a) AUTHORITY FOR MULTIYEAR PROCURE-
MENT.—Subject to section 3501 of title 10, United
States Code, the Secretary of the Navy may
enter into one or more multiyear contracts for
the procurement of not more than 13 Virginia
class submarines.

(b) LIMITATION.—The Secretary of the Navy
may not modify a contract entered into under
subsection (a) if the modification would increase
the target price of the submarine by more than
10 percent above the target price specified in the
original contract awarded for the submarine
under subsection (a).

(c¢) AUTHORITY FOR ADVANCE PROCUREMENT.—
The Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or
more contracts, beginning in fiscal year 2024, for
advance procurement associated with the Vir-
ginia class submarines for which authorization
to enter into a multiyear procurement contract
is provided under subsection (a) and for equip-
ment or subsystems associated with the Virginia
class submarine program, including procurement
of—

(1) long lead time material; or

(2) material or equipment in economic order
quantities when cost savings are achievable.

(d) CONDITION FOR OUT-YEAR CONTRACT PAY-
MENTS.—A contract entered into under sub-
section (a) shall provide that any obligation of
the United States to make a payment under the
contract for a fiscal year after fiscal year 2025
is subject to the availability of appropriations or
funds for that purpose for such later fiscal year.

(e) LIMITATION ON TERMINATION LIABILITY.—
A contract for the construction of Virginia class
submarines entered into under subsection (a)
shall include a clause that limits the liability of
the United States to the contractor for any ter-
mination of the contract. The maximum liability
of the United States under the clause shall be
the amount appropriated for the submarines
covered by the contract regardless of the amount
obligated under the contract.
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(f) VIRGINIA CLASS SUBMARINE DEFINED.—The
term “‘Virginia class submarine’” means a block
VI configured Virginia class submarine.

SEC. 132. MULTIYEAR PROCUREMENT AUTHORITY
FOR MK—48 TORPEDOES.

(a) AUTHORITY FOR MULTIYEAR PROCURE-
MENT.—Subject to section 3501 of title 10, United
States Code, the Secretary of the Navy may
enter into one or more multiyear contracts for
the procurement of up to 550 MK-48 torpedoes.

(b) PROCUREMENT IN CONJUNCTION WITH EX-
ISTING CONTRACTS.—The torpedoes authorized to
be procured under subsection (a) may be pro-
cured as additions to existing contracts covering
the M K—48 torpedo program.

(c) AUTHORITY FOR ADVANCE PROCUREMENT.—
The Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or
more contracts, beginning in fiscal year 2024, for
advance procurement associated with the tor-
pedoes for which authorization to enter into a
multiyear procurement contract is provided
under subsection (a), and for systems and sub-
systems associated with such torpedoes in eco-
nomic order quantities when cost savings are
achievable.

(d) CONDITION FOR OUT-YEAR CONTRACT PAY-
MENTS.—A contract entered into wunder sub-
section (a) shall provide that any obligation of
the United States to make a payment under the
contract for a fiscal year after fiscal year 2024
is subject to the availability of appropriations or
funds for that purpose for such later fiscal year.
SEC. 133. PROCUREMENT AUTHORITY FOR AUXIL-

IARY PERSONNEL LIGHTER PRO-
GRAM.

(a) CONTRACT AUTHORITY.—Beginning in fis-
cal year 2024, the Secretary of the Navy may
enter into one or more contracts for the procure-
ment of up to six Auxiliary Personnel Lighter
class vessels and associated material.

(b) LIABILITY.—Any contract entered
under subsection (a) shall provide that—

(1) any obligation of the United States to
make a payment under the contract is subject to
the availability of appropriations for that pur-
pose; and

(2) the total liability of the Federal Govern-
ment for termination of the contract shall be
limited to the total amount of funding obligated
to the contract at the time of termination.

SEC. 134. LIMITATION ON UPGRADES TO NA-
CELLES OF MV-22 AIRCRAFT PEND-
ING CERTIFICATION OF UPGRADE
PLAN.

No action may be taken to move the produc-
tion line for upgrading the nacelles of MV-22
aircraft of the Marine Corps or to implement the
MV-22 Tailored Nacelle Improvement program
until the date on which the Secretary of the
Navy certifies to the Committees on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives that the plan of the Secretary for imple-
menting such upgrades—

(1) is expected to result in greater performance
and reliability improvements to the nacelles of
such aircraft than would otherwise be achiev-
able by completing such upgrades at the original
equipment manufacturer for the MV-22 aircraft
during final aircraft assembly;

(2) is expected to extend the projected service
life of the nacelle; and

(3) addresses the key readiness degradation
factors.

Subtitle D—Air Force Programs
SEC. 151. EXTENSION OF REQUIREMENTS RELAT-
ING TO C-130 AIRCRAFT.

(a) EXTENSION OF MINIMUM INVENTORY RE-
QUIREMENT.—Subsection (a)(3)(B) of section 146
of the James M. Inhofe National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law
117-263) is amended by striking ‘2023’ and in-
serting “2024.

(b) EXTENSION OF PROHIBITION ON REDUCTION
OF C-130 AIRCRAFT ASSIGNED TO NATIONAL
GUARD.—Subsection (b)(1) of such section is
amended by striking ‘‘fiscal year 2023 and in-
serting ‘‘fiscal years 2023 and 2024°’.
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SEC. 152. MODIFICATION OF ANNUAL REPORTS
ON T-7A ADVANCED PILOT TRAINING
SYSTEM.

Section 156 of the James M. Inhofe National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023
(Public Law 117-263; 136 Stat. 2460) is amend-
ed—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘through
2028 and inserting ‘‘through 2033°’; and

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) by redesignating paragraph (9) as para-
graph (11); and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (8) the fol-
lowing new paragraphs:

“(9) A review of a schedule risk assessment
conducted by the Secretary of the Air Force that
includes risks associated with the overlap of de-
velopment, testing, and production phases of the
program and risks related to contractor manage-
ment.

“(10) A plan for determining the conditions
under which the Secretary of the Air Force may
accept production work on the T-7A Advanced
Pilot Training System that was completed by the
contractor for the program in anticipation of the
Air Force ordering additional systems, but
which was not subject to typical production
oversight because there was no contract for the
procurement of such additional systems in effect
when such worked was performed.”.

SEC. 153. MODIFICATION TO PROHIBITION ON
CERTAIN REDUCTIONS TO B-1 BOMB-
ER AIRCRAFT SQUADRONS.

Section 133 of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (Public Law
117-81; 135 Stat. 1574) is amended—

(1) by amending subsection (b) to read as fol-
lows:

‘““(b) EXCEPTIONS.—The prohibition under sub-
section (a) shall not apply—

‘(1) to a bomb wing for which the Secretary
of the Air Force has commenced the process of
replacing B-1 bomber aircraft with B-21 bomber
aircraft; or

““(2) so as to prohibit the retirement of the in-
dividual B-1 aircraft designated 85-0089, which
has been determined by Secretary of the Air
Force to be no longer mission capable and un-
economical to repair due to damage sustained
on April 20, 2022.”’; and

(2) in subsection (c)(1), by striking “‘and end-
ing on September 30, 2023’ and inserting ‘‘and
ending on the date on which the Secretary of
the Air Force certifies to the congressional de-
fense committees that the Air Force has com-
pleted construction of not fewer than 100 B-21
aircraft.”.

SEC. 154. MODIFICATION OF MINIMUM INVEN-
TORY REQUIREMENTS FOR A-10 AIR-
CRAFT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 134(d) of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2017 (Public Law 114-328; 130 Stat. 2038),
as amended by section 141(b)(1) of the James M.
Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263), is amend-
ed by striking ‘153 A-10 aircraft’ and inserting
“135 A-10 aircraft’.

(b) POTENTIAL TRANSFER OF CERTAIN AIR-
CRAFT.—In the case of any A-10 aircraft that is
retired, prepared to retire, or placed in storage
using funds authoriced to be appropriated by
this Act or by the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117-
263), the Secretary of Defense shall ensure that
such aircraft is evaluated for potential transfer
to the military forces of a nation that is an ally
or partner of the United States.

(c) REPEAL.—Section 142 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016
(Public Law 114-92; 129 Stat. 755) is amended—

(1) by striking subsection (b);

(2) by redesignating subsections (c) through
(e) as subsections (b) through (d), respectively;
and

(3) in subsection (c), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘‘subsection (c)”’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (b)”’.
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SEC. 155. PROCUREMENT OF OVER-THE-HORIZON
RADAR SYSTEMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable, the
Secretary of the Air Force shall procure not
more than six over-the-horizon radar systems for
detection of increasingly complex threats that
meet the requirements of the United States
Northern Command.

(b) USE OF COMPETITIVE PROCEDURES.—To
the extent practicable, the Secretary shall use
competitive procedures for such procurement,
and may use procedures other than competitive
procedures for such procurement.

(c) NOTIFICATION OF USE OF SOLE SOURCE
CONTRACT.—If the Secretary makes a determina-
tion to award a sole source contract for the pro-
curement of the first two over-the-horizon radar
systems in order to meet the requirements estab-
lished by the Commander of the United States
Northern Command, not later than 14 days after
making such determination, the Secretary shall
submit to the congressional defense committees a
notification of such determination, including
the rationale for such determination.

(d) SUBSEQUENT CONTRACTS.—With respect to
the procurement of the third and any Ssubse-
quent over-the-horizon radar system, the Sec-
retary shall use competitive procedures for such
procurement.

SEC. 156. KC-135 AIRCRAFT RECAPITALIZATION
PROGRAM.

The Secretary of the Air Force may not issue
an acquisition strategy for the KC-135 recapital-
ization program until the date on which the Sec-
retary submits to the congressional defense com-
mittees the following documentation:

(1) A business case analysis and analysis of
alternatives for the Next Generation Air Refuel-
ing System that is based on a more realistic
timeline than the analyses prepared before the
date of the enactment of this Act.

(2) The business case analysis of the Air Force
for the KC-135 recapitalization program.

(3) Validated requirements from the Joint
Staff for the contract competition under the KC—
135 recapitalization program.

SEC. 157. PROHIBITION ON REDUCTION OF KC-135
AIRCRAFT IN PMAI OF THE RESERVE
COMPONENTS.

(a) PROHIBITION.—None of the funds author-
ized to be appropriated by this Act or otherwise
made available for fiscal year 2024 for the Air
Force may be obligated or expended to reduce
the number of KC-135 aircraft designated as pri-
mary mission aircraft inventory within the re-
serve components of the Air Force.

(b) PRIMARY MISSION AIRCRAFT INVENTORY
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘primary
mission aircraft inventory’” has the meaning
given that term in section 9062(i)(2)(B) of title
10, United States Code.

SEC. 158. PROHIBITION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR TERMINATION OF PRO-
DUCTION LINES FOR THE HH-60W
AIRCRAFT.

None of the funds authorized to be appro-
priated by this Act or otherwise made available
for fiscal year 2024 for the Air Force may be ob-
ligated or expended to terminate the operations
of, or to prepare to terminate the operations of,
a production line for HH-60W Combat Rescue
Helicopters.

SEC. 159. LIMITATION ON TERMINATION
FIGHTER SQUADRONS.

(a) LIMITATION.—The Secretary of the Air
Force may not terminate the fighter flying mis-
sion of any fighter squadron of the Air National
Guard until a period of 180 days has elapsed fol-
lowing the date on which the Secretary submits
the plan required under subsection (b).

(b) PLAN REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Air
Force, in coordination with the Director of the
Air National Guard, shall develop a notional
plan for the recapitalization of all fighter
squadrons of the Air National Guard.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The plan under paragraph (1)
shall—
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(A) provide options for the modernization of
fighter squadrons of the Air National Guard
and the replacement of the aircraft of such
squadrons at a rate that ensures recapitaliza-
tion of such squadrons with relevant and more
capable replacement fighter aircraft;

(B) ensure that each fighter squadron of the
Air National Guard has the required minimum
of primary mission assigned fighter aircraft to
meet force presentation requirements of geo-
graphic combatant commanders for both steady-
state and operational contingency planning and
execution;

(C) include consideration for the temporary
reassignment of aircraft to such squadrons from
other components of the Air Force, as necessary
to meet the requirements of the plan; and

(D) include the Secretary of the Air Force’s
assessment of any effects of the force presen-
tation on—

(i) combatant commanders;

(ii) aircrew accession absorption capacity;

(iii) industrial capacity to support any addi-
tional production above programmed quantities;
and

(iv) costs aside from normal training and per-
sonnel costs of unit mission transitions.

(3) SUBMITTAL TO CONGRESS.—The Secretary
of the Air Force shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees the plan required
under paragraph (1) together with an expla-
nation of—

(A) any programmatic funding required to im-
plement such plan; and

(B) how the plan differs from other plans of
the Secretary of the Air Force with respect to
fighter aircraft squadrons of the Air National
Guard (including any such plans in effect as of
the date of the submittal of the plan under
paragraph (1)); and

(C) any effects of the plan on operations and
efforts to recapitalice or transition existing
fighter aircraft squadrons of the Air National
Guard as proposed in the future-years defense
program submitted to Congress under section 221
of title 10, United States Code, for fiscal year
2024.

SEC. 160. LIMITATION ON DIVESTMENT OF F-16
AIRCRAFT.

(a) LIMITATION.—Beginning on January 1,
2024, the Secretary of the Air Force may not di-
vest, or prepare to divest, any covered F-16 air-
craft until a period of 180 days has elapsed fol-
lowing the date on which the Secretary submits
the report required under subsection (b).

(b) REPORT REQUIRED.—The Secretary of the
Air Force shall submit to the congressional de-
fense committees a report on the following:

(1) Any plans of the Secretary to divest cov-
ered F-16 aircraft during the period covered by
the most recent future-years defense program
submitted to Congress under section 221 of title
10, United States Code, including—

(A) a description of each proposed divestment
by fiscal year and location;

(B) an explanation of the anticipated effects
of such divestments on the missions, personnel,
force structure, and budgeting of the Air Force;

(C) a description of the actions the Secretary
intends to carry out—

(i) to mitigate any megative effects identified
under subparagraph (B); and

(ii) to modify or replace the missions and ca-
pabilities of any units and military installations
affected by such divestments; and

(D) an assessment of how such divestments
may affect the ability of the Air Force to main-
tain minimum tactical aircraft inventories.

(2) Any plans of the Secretary to procure cov-
ered F-16 aircraft.

(c) COVERED F-16 AIRCRAFT DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘“‘covered F-16 aircraft’” means
F-16C/D aircraft.

SEC. 161. LIMITATION ON PROCUREMENT OF KC-
46A AIRCRAFT.

(a) LIMITATION.—Ezxcept as provided in sub-
section (b), the Secretary of the Air Force may
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not procure more than 179 KC-46A aircraft dur-
ing the covered period.

(b) WAIVER.—The Secretary of the Air Force
may waive the limitation under subsection (a) if
the Secretary submits to the congressional de-
fense committees written certification by the As-
sistant Secretary of the Air Force for Acquisi-
tion, Technology, and Logistics that—

(1) there are validated needs of the Air Force
requiring the waiver; and

(2) with respect to the KC—46A aircraft
planned to be procured pursuant to the waiver,
cost estimates are complete for the long-term
sustainment of the aircraft.

(c) COVERED PERIOD DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘covered period’’ means the pe-
riod beginning on the date of the enactment of
this Act and ending on October 1, 2027.

SEC. 162. LIMITATION ON ACTIONS RELATING TO
REMOTE VISION SYSTEMS OF KC—46A
AIRCRAFT.

(a) LIMITATION.—The Secretary of the Air
Force may not take any action described in sub-
section (b) until the date on which Secretary
certifies the to the Committee on Armed Services
of the House of Representatives that—

(1) the Secretary has identified a solution to
fix the remote vision systems of KC—46A aircraft;
and

(2) such solution resolves all issues identified
in the category 1 deficiency reports for such sys-
tems, except for issues relating to the panoramic
system.

(b) ACTIONS DESCRIBED.—The actions de-
scribed in this subsection are the following:

(1) Approving the incorporation of version 2.0
of the KC-46A remote vision system into produc-
tion aircraft.

(2) Retrofitting aircraft with version 2.0 of the
KC—-46 A remote vision system.

Subtitle E—Defense-wide, Joint, and
Multiservice Matters
SEC. 181. MULTIYEAR PROCUREMENT AUTHORITY
FOR DOMESTICALLY PROCESSED
RARE EARTH ELEMENTS.

(a) AUTHORITY FOR MULTIYEAR PROCURE-
MENT.—Subject to section 3501 of title 10, United
States Code, and from amounts made available
by discretionary appropriations Acts from the
National Defense Stockpile Transaction Fund
(as established under section 9(a) of the Stra-
tegic and Critical Materials Stock Piling Act ((50
U.S.C. 98h(a))) after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Secretary of Defense may enter
into one or more multiyear contracts for the pro-
curement of rare earth elements that are proc-
essed in the United States by qualified domestic
sources.

(b) APPLICATION OF STRATEGIC AND CRITICAL
MATERIALS STOCK PILING ACT.—A multiyear
contract entered into under this section shall be
deemed to be an acquisition under the Strategic
and Critical Materials Stock Piling Act (50
U.S.C. 98 et seq.) of materials determined to be
a strategic or critical material under section 3(a)
of such Act.

(c) AUTHORITY FOR ADVANCE PROCUREMENT.—
The Secretary of Defense may enter into one or
more contracts, beginning in fiscal year 2024, for
advance procurement associated with the do-
mestically processed rare earth elements for
which authorization to enter into a multiyear
procurement contract is provided under sub-
section (a).

(d) CONDITION FOR OUT-YEAR CONTRACT PAY-
MENTS.—A contract entered into under sub-
section (a) shall provide that any obligation of
the United States to make a payment under the
contract for a fiscal year after fiscal year 2024
is subject to the availability of appropriations or
funds for that purpose for such later fiscal year.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘processed’ means the proc-
essing or recycling of a rare earth material or
magnet, including the separation, reduction,
metallization, alloying, milling, pressing, Sstrip
casting, and sintering of a rare earth element.
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(2) The term ‘‘qualified domestic source’
means a domestic source (as defined in section
702 of the Defense Production Act of 1950 (50
U.S.C. 4552)).

(3) The term ‘‘rare earth element’ means any
of the following:

(A) Cerium.

(B) Dysprosium.

(C) Erbium.

(D) Europium.

(E) Gadolinium.

(F) Holmium.

(G) Lanthanum.

(H) Lutetium.

(I) Neodymium.

(J) Praseodymium.

(K) Promethium.

(L) Samarium.

(M) Scandium.

(N) Terbium.

(O) Thulium.

(P) Ytterbium.

(Q) Yttrium.

SEC. 182. PROHIBITION ON PROCUREMENT OF
CERTAIN TACTICAL VEHICLES.

(a) PROHIBITION.—The Secretary of Defense
may not include in a solicitation for a tactical
tracked vehicle or tactical wheeled vehicle a re-
quirement that such wvehicle use proprietary
armor.

(b) APPLICABILITY.—Subsection (a) shall not
apply to a contract for the procurement of a tac-
tical tracked vehicle or tactical wheeled vehicle
entered into before the date of the enactment of
this Act.

(c) MODIFICATION OF REQUIREMENT TO BUY
STRATEGIC ~ MATERIALS  FROM  AMERICAN
SOURCES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 4863(a)(1) of title 10,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
“tactical tracked vehicles, tactical wheeled vehi-
cles,”” after “‘automotive items,”’.

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made
by paragraph (1) shall take effect on the date
that is the later of—

(A) the date of the enactment of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025;
or

(B) September 30, 2024.

SEC. 183. PROHIBITION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR PROCUREMENT OF CER-
TAIN BATTERY TECHNOLOGY.

None of the funds authorized to be appro-
priated by this Act or otherwise made available
for fiscal year 2024 or any subsequent fiscal year
for the Department of Defense may be obligated
or expended to procure battery technology pro-
duced by Contemporary Amperex Technology
Company, Limited (also known as “CATL”’) or
any subsidiary or affiliate of such Company.
SEC. 184. PLAN TO EXPEDITE INTEGRATION OF

LONG-RANGE ANTI-SHIP MISSILES
INTO LEGACY AIRCRAFT FLEETS.

(a) PLAN REQUIRED.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees a plan to expedite the
full integration of the Long-Range Anti-Ship
Missile into covered legacy aircraft fleets.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The plan under subsection (a)
shall include, with respect to each covered leg-
acy aircraft fleet, the following:

(1) An analysis of the operational benefits of
integrating Long-Range Anti-Ship Missiles into
the fleet.

(2) The feasibility of integrating the Universal
Armament Interface on Long-Range Anti-Ship
Missile weapon platforms.

(3) The timeline, cost, and any increased pro-
duction capacity requirements associated with
such plan.

(4) Identification of any obstacles to the time-
ly integration of such capability.

(5) Recommendations for expediting the
timeline described under paragraph (3), includ-
ing an explanation of any resources required to
expedite such timeline.

(6) Recommendations for mitigating the obsta-
cles identified under paragraph (4), including

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

an explanation of any resources required to
mitigate such obstacles.

(c) COVERED LEGACY AIRCRAFT DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘‘covered legacy aircraft
fleet”” means—

(1) the B-52 bomber aircraft fleet;

(2) the F-16 fighter aircraft fleet; and

(3) any other aircraft fleet the Secretary of
Defense determines appropriate for inclusion in
the plan under subsection (a).

TITLE IT—RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT,
TEST, AND EVALUATION
Subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations
SEC. 201. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.
Funds are hereby authoriced to be appro-
priated for fiscal year 2024 for the use of the De-
partment of Defense for research, development,
test, and evaluation, as specified in the funding
table in section 4201.

Subtitle B—Program Requirements,
Restrictions, and Limitations
SEC. 211. NAVAL AIR WARFARE RAPID CAPABILI-
TIES OFFICE.

Chapter 803 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following
new section:

“§8029. Naval Air Warfare Rapid Capabilities

Office

“(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
within the Department of the Navy a program
office to be known as the Naval Air Warfare
Rapid Capabilities Office (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘Office’).

“(b) LOCATION.—The Office shall be co-lo-
cated with the headquarters of the Naval Air
Warfare Center Weapons Division.

““(c) HEAD OF OFFICE.—The head of the Office
shall be the designee of the Secretary of the
Navy, and shall report to the Chief of Naval Op-
erations.

“(d) MI1SSION.—The mission of the Office shall
be—

““(1) to contribute to the development and test-
ing of low-cost, rapid reaction targeting and
weapon systems, electronic warfare and other
non-kinetic capabilities, and integrated tar-
geting solutions to fulfill naval and joint mili-
tary operational requirements; and

“(2) to contribute to the rapid development,
testing, and fielding of new unclassified and
classified naval air warfare capabilities.

“(e) ACQUISITION AUTHORITIES.—The acquisi-
tion authorities of the Office are as follows:

“(1) The Secretary of the Navy shall ensure
that the head of the Office may use available al-
ternative or rapid acquisition pathways for pro-
curement.

“(2) The Joint Capabilities Integration and
Development System process shall not apply to
acquisitions by the Office.

“(f) REQUIRED PROGRAM ELEMENTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Navy
shall ensure, within budget program elements
for naval air warfare programs, that—

“(A) there are separate, dedicated program
elements for naval air warfare rapid capabili-
ties; and

“(B) the Office executes the responsibilities of
the Office using such program elements.

““(2) ADMINISTRATION.—The Office shall man-
age the program elements for naval air warfare
rapid capabilities required by paragraph (1).

““(9) BOARD OF DIRECTORS.—

‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of the
Navy shall establish a Board of Directors for the
Office (to be known as the ‘Naval Air Warfare
Rapid Capabilities Board of Directors’) to pro-
vide coordination, oversight, and approval of
projects of the Office.

““(2) MEMBERS.—The Board of Directors shall
include the following members:

“(A) The Secretary of the Navy.

““(B) The Chief of Naval Operations.

“(C) The Commander of the Naval Air Sys-
tems Command.

‘(D) The Commander, Naval Air Forces.
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““(h) ANNUAL REPORTS.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—On an annual basis, the
head of the Office shall submit to the Naval Air
Warfare Rapid Capabilities Board of Directors
and the Committees on Armed Services of the
Senate and the House of Representatives a re-
port on the activities of the Office.

‘““(2) ELEMENTS.—Each report under para-
graph (1) shall include, with respect to the year
preceding the date of the report, a description
of—

‘“(A) funding allocations for the projects of
the Office;

‘““(B) the naval air warfare capability gaps ad-
dressed by the Office;

““(C) the progress of the Office in developing,
testing, and fielding capabilities described in
subsection (d); and

‘(D) any barriers to the ability of the Office
to carry out its mission, including any legisla-
tive or regulatory barriers.”.

SEC. 212. CLARIFICATION OF ROLE OF PARTNER-
SHIP INTERMEDIARIES TO PROMOTE
DEFENSE RESEARCH AND EDU-
CATION.

Section 4124(f)(2) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘that assists” and inserting
“that—

““(A) assists’’;

(2) by striking the period at the end and in-
serting “‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘““(B) facilitates technology transfer from in-
dustry or academic institutions to a Center.”’.
SEC. 213. MODIFICATION OF SUPPORT FOR RE-

SEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT OF BIO-
INDUSTRIAL MANUFACTURING
PROCESSES.

Section 215(c)(1) of the James M. Inhofe Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263; 10 U.S.C. 4841
note) is amended by inserting ‘‘active pharma-
ceutical ingredients, key starting materials for
such ingredients,” after ‘‘commodity chemi-
cals,”.

SEC. 214. CERTAIN DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS
FOR UNIVERSITY RESEARCH FUND-
ED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE.

(a) DISCLOSURES REQUIRED.—Not later than
90 days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Defense shall require the
principal investigator of any covered research
program at an institution of higher education to
accurately and completely disclose to the De-
partment of Defense the following:

(1) At the time of application for funding from
the Department of Defense for a covered re-
search program, disclose, with respect to each
researcher who is expected to participate in the
program—

(4) date and place of birth, country of citizen-
ship, and immigration status in the case of a
foreign national;

(B) educational background from under-
graduate education onwards;

(C) professional and employment background,
as applicable, including any history of working
for a foreign government or on foreign govern-
ment sponsored projects;

(D) all previous and concurrent research, aca-
demic and corporate positions, ties, or relation-
ships;

(E) past and current affiliation with foreign
governments, including foreign political parties
or organizations, and military ties, as applica-
ble, in case of foreign national;

(F) past or current involvement in any foreign
talent programs;

(G) memberships in foreign and United States
academic and professional associations and or-
ganizations; and

(H) a list of all publications published any-
where in any language, peer reviewed or nmon-
peer reviewed, including all mentions of foreign
funding, research collaborations, and in kind
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support that supported the research and publi-
cation.

(2) Disclose the information specified in para-
graph (1) with respect to any researcher who
joins a covered program after funding is award-
ed by the Department of Defense not later than
90 days after the researcher joins the program.

(3) Beginning not later than one year after
funding is awarded by the Department of De-
fense for a covered program, and annually
thereafter through the end of the award period,
disclose—

(A) any direct, indirect, formal, or informal
collaboration that the principal investigator, ei-
ther independently or as the lead of the covered
program, enters into with any third-party per-
sons or entities, including the identity and na-
tionality of the third party collaborator, the na-
ture of the collaboration (whether direct, indi-
rect, formal or informal) and the terms and con-
ditions of such collaboration; and

(B) any change of status with regard to a re-
searcher who was the subject of a disclosure
under paragraphs (1) or (2), including any de-
parture of such researcher from the program,
the terms of such departure, change of immigra-
tion status, and change in foreign ties and col-
laboration.

(b) FORM; PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF INFORMA-
TION.—Each disclosure wunder subsection (a)
shall be submitted in unclassified form and shall
be made available on a publicly accessible
website of the Federal Government.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) The term ‘‘covered research program’
means any research program, research project,
or other research activity (including classified
and unclassified research) that is—

(A) conducted by an institution of higher edu-
cation; and

(B) funded, in whole or in part, by the De-
partment of Defense.

(2) The term “‘institution of higher education’
has the meaning given such term in section 102
of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1002) and includes any department, program,
project, faculty, researcher, or other individual,
entity, or activity of such institution.

(3) The term ‘‘researcher’ means any person
who has access to research information under a
covered research program, including the prin-
cipal investigator and any graduate students,
post-doctoral fellows, or visiting scholars par-
ticipating in such program.

SEC. 215. CONSORTIA TO ASSIST IN PROTECTION
OF SENSITIVE RESEARCH PER-
FORMED ON BEHALF OF THE DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense,
acting through the Under Secretary of Defense
for Research and Engineering, may enter into
contracts or other agreements with one or more
eligible consortia to assist institutions of higher
education in protecting sensitive research per-
formed on behalf of the Department of Defense.

(b) ACTIVITIES.—A eligible consortium that en-
ters into a contract or other agreement with the
Secretary of Defense under subsection (a) shall
carry out activities to assist institutions of high-
er education in protecting sensitive research
performed on behalf of the Department of De-
fense. Such activities may include—

(1) conducting effective due diligence in vet-
ting visiting scholars;

(2) assisting institutions in meeting applicable
research  security  requirements, including
through the wuse of common procedures and
practices and shared infrastructure, as appro-
priate;

(3) providing training to employees and offices
of the institution that have responsibilities re-
lating to research security; and

(4) providing advice and assistance to institu-
tions in establishing and maintaining research
security programs.

(c) CONSIDERATIONS.—In selecting consortia to
receive a contract or other agreement under sub-
section (a), the Secretary of Defense shall con-
sider the following:
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(1) The geographic diversity of the members of
the consortium and the extent to which the con-
sortium is able to maximize coverage of different
regions of the United States.

(2) Any ratings of members of the consortium
made by the Defense Counterintelligence and
Security Agency as part of the Agency’s annual
Security Vulnerability Assessment ratings.

(3) Whether and to what extent the consor-
tium uses best practices for research security as
outlined by the National Institutes of Science
and Technology.

(4) Demonstrated excellence in security pro-
grams, including receipt of awards for excel-
lence in counterintelligence and outstanding
achievement in industrial security.

(d) PERFORMANCE METRICS.—The Secretary of
Defense shall establish metrics to measure the
performance of each consortium with which the
Secretary enters into a contract or other agree-
ment under subsection (a).

(e) NOTIFICATION AND REPORT.—For any year
in which the Secretary of Defense exercises the
authority provided under subsection (a), the
Secretary shall submit to the congressional de-
fense committees a report that—

(1) identifies each eligible consortium with
which the Secretary entered into a contract or
other agreement under such subsection; and

(2) evaluates the performance of the eligible
consortium.

(f) ELIGIBLE CONSORTIUM DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘eligible consortium’ has the
meaning given by the Secretary of Defense.

SEC. 216. CONSORTIUM ON USE OF ADDITIVE
MANUFACTURING FOR ARMY AVIA-
TION AND MISSILE CAPABILITY DE-
VELOPMENT.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of the Army shall establish a consor-
tium to facilitate the use of additive manufac-
turing for the development of aviation and mis-
sile capabilities for the Army. The consortium
shall be known as the ‘‘Consortium on Additive
Manufacturing for Aviation and Missile Capa-
bility Development’’ (referred to in this section
as the ““Consortium’’).

(b) COMPOSITION.—The Consortium shall be
composed of qualified organizations, selected by
the Secretary of the Army, that have functions
and expertise relevant to additive manufac-
turing and aviation and missile programs of the
Army. At a minimum, the consortium shall in-
clude—

(1) the Army Aviation and Missile Command,;

(2) the Army Combat Capabilities Development
Command Aviation & Missile Center;

(3) the Army Space and Missile Defense Com-
mand;

(4) one or more organizations from private sec-
tor industry;

(5) one or more institutions of higher edu-
cation or other research institutions; and

(6) departments and agencies of the Federal
Government with demonstrated expertise in the
use of additive manufacturing in space flight.

(c) ACTIVITIES.—The Consortium shall—

(1) facilitate the use of additive manufac-
turing for the aviation and missile programs of
the Army to significantly reduce logistic foot-
prints, material costs, delivery lead-times, and
extended logistical supply chain dependencies
that often challenge weapon system readiness
for forward deployed warfighters;

(2) develop standards and a certification proc-
ess for the use of additive manufacturing in
aviation and missile programs of the Army, in-
cluding additive material and part certification
requirements for additive manufactured items
intended for use in military aircraft and mis-
siles; and

(3) explore ways to adapt and apply the
standards developed under paragraph (2) across
other aviation and missile programs of the De-
partment of Defense to enhance efficiency, cost
savings, readiness levels, and safety.

July 12, 2023

SEC. 217. SUPPORT FOR DEFENSE INNOVATION
ACTIVITIES OF THE NORTH ATLAN-
TIC TREATY ORGANIZATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the availability of
appropriations, the Secretary of Defense, acting
through the Under Secretary of Defense for Re-
search and Engineering, is authorized to make
funds available to the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization for the joint fund established for the
Defence Innovation Accelerator for the North
Atlantic initiative (commonly known as
“DIANA”).

(b) REPORT.—Note later than six months after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and every
six months thereafter until the date specified in
subsection (c), the Secretary of Defense shall
submit to the Committees on Armed Services and
Foreign Affairs of the House of Representatives
and the Committees on Armed Services and For-
eign Relations of the Senate a report on expend-
itures and activities related to carrying out the
requirements of this section.

(c¢) SUNSET.—The authority under this section
shall terminate on the date that is five years
after the date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 218. NEXT GENERATION AIR DOMINANCE
FAMILY OF SYSTEMS DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAM ACCOUNTABILITY MAT-
RICES.

(a) SUBMITTAL OF MATRICES.—Concurrent
with the President’s annual budget request sub-
mitted to Congress under section 1105 of title 31,
United States Code, for fiscal year 2025—

(1) the Secretary of the Air Force shall submit
to the congressional defense committees and the
Comptroller General of the United States the
matrices described in subsection (b) relating to
the Next Generation Air Dominance piloted
fighter aircraft and the autonomous, uncrewed
Collaborative Combat Aircraft programs of the
Air Force; and

(2) the Secretary of the Navy shall submit to
the congressional defense committees and the
Comptroller General of the United States the
matrices described in subsection (b) relating to
the Next Generation Air Dominance piloted
fighter aircraft and the autonomous, uncrewed
Collaborative Combat Aircraft programs of the
Navy and the Marine Corps.

(b) MATRICES DESCRIBED.—The matrices de-
scribed in this subsection are the following:

(1) ENGINEERING MANUFACTURING AND DEVEL-
OPMENT GOALS.—A matrix that identifies, in six
month increments, key milestones, development
and testing events, and specific performance
goals for the engineering manufacturing and de-
velopment phase (referred to in this section as
the “EMD phase’’) of the programs described in
subsection (a), and which shall be subdivided,
at a minimum, according to the following:

(A) Technology readiness levels of major com-
ponents and subsystems and key demonstration
and testing events.

(B) Design maturity.

(C) Software maturity.

(D) Subsystem and system-level integration
maturity.

(E) Manufacturing readiness levels for critical
manufacturing operations and key demonstra-
tion and testing events.

(F) Manufacturing operations.

(G) System wverification, validation, and key
flight test events.

(H) Reliability.

(1) Availability for flight operations.

(J) Maintainability.

(2) CoST.—A matrix expressing, in six month
increments, the total cost for the Secretary’s
service cost position for the EMD phase and low
initial rate of production lots of the programs
described in subsection (a) and a matrix express-
ing the total cost for the prime contractor’s esti-
mate for such EMD phase and production lots,
both of which shall be phased over the entire
EMD period and subdivided according to the
costs of the following:

(A) Air vehicle.

(B) Propulsion.
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(C) Mission systems.

(D) Vehicle subsystems.

(E) Air vehicle software.

(F) Systems engineering.

(G) Program management.

(H) System test and evaluation.

(I) Support and training systems.

(J) Contract fee.

(K) Engineering changes.

(L) Direct mission support, including Congres-
sional General Reductions.

(M) Government testing.

(N) Ancillary aircraft equipment.

(0) Initial spares.

(P) Contractor support.

(®) Modifications.

(¢) SEMIANNUAL UPDATE OF MATRICES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after
the date on which the Secretaries concerned
submit the matrices required by subsection (a),
concurrent with the submittal of each annual
budget request to Congress under section 1105 of
title 31, United States Code, thereafter, and not
later than 180 days after each such submittal,
each Secretary concerned shall submit to the
congressional defense committees and the Comp-
troller General of the United States updates to
the matrices described in subsection (b).

(2) ELEMENTS.—Each update submitted under
paragraph (1) shall detail progress made toward
the goals identified in the matrix described in
subsection (b)(1) and provide updated cost esti-
mates as described in subsection (b)(2).

(3) TREATMENT OF INITIAL MATRICES AS BASE-
LINE.—The initial matrices submitted pursuant
to subsection (a) shall be treated as the baseline
for the full EMD phase and low-rate initial pro-
duction of the programs described in subsection
(a) for purposes of the updates submitted pursu-
ant to paragraph (1) of this subsection.

(d) ASSESSMENT BY COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF
THE UNITED STATES.—Not later than the date
that is 60 days after the date on which the
Comptroller General of the United States re-
ceives an update to a matrix under subsection
(c)(1), the Comptroller General shall review the
sufficiency of such matrix and submit to the
congressional defense committees an assessment
of such matriz, including by identifying cost,
schedule, or performance trends.

(e) KEY PERFORMANCE PARAMETER REQUIRE-
MENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each Secretary concerned
shall develop key performance parameters (re-
ferred to in this section as ‘‘cost KPPs)”’ for the
threshold and objective costs of the programs de-
scribed in subsection (a) under the jurisdiction
of such Secretary and shall include those values
as program performance requirements in any ca-
pability development document or system re-
quirements document for the program involved.
Each cost KPP shall include, for each cost cat-
egory specified in paragraph (2)—

(A) a threshold value indicating the highest
acceptable cost for that category, as determined
by the Secretary concerned; and

(B) an objective value indicating the lowest
cost expected to be achieved for that category,
as determined by the Secretary concerned.

(2) COST CATEGORIES SPECIFIED.—The cost cat-
egories specified in this paragraph are the fol-
lowing:

(A) Flyaway unit cost.

(B) Gross/weapon system unit cost.

(C) Aircraft cost-per-tail-per-year.

(D) Aircraft cost-per-flight-hour.

(f) COST LIMITATIONS FOR COLLABORATIVE
COMBAT AIRCRAFT.—

(1) CATEGORIZATION OF AIRCRAFT.—Each Sec-
retary concerned shall categorize each Collabo-
rative Combat Aircraft to be procured by such
Secretary into one of following categories:

(A) EXPENDABLE CCA.—An aircraft shall be
categorized as ‘‘expendable CCA” if it is an
aerospace vehicle that is designed not to return
to a basing location after its mission sortie pro-
file is executed and is characterized as an ac-
ceptable combat 1oss.
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(B) ATTRITABLE CCA.—An aircraft shall be
categorized as ‘‘attritable CCA” if it is an aero-
space vehicle that is designed to be used for
multiple mission sortie profiles but may not re-
turn to a basing location after a mission sortie
profile is flown and is characterized as an occa-
sional combat loss.

(C) EXQUISITE cCcA.—An aircraft shall be cat-
egorized as ‘‘exquisite CCA’’ if it is an aerospace
vehicle designed to be used for multiple mission
sortie profiles and is intended to return to a bas-
ing location after each sortie profile is flown
and is not considered an acceptable combat 10ss.

(2) COST LIMITATIONS BY CATEGORY.—Each
Secretary concerned shall ensure that the
flyaway unit cost (including the cost of any on-
board mission systems)—

(4) for an aircraft categorized as expendable
CCA under paragraph (1)(A), does not exceed
$3,000,000.00;

(B) for an aircraft categorized as attritable
CCA under paragraph (1)(B), does mot exceed
$10,000,000.00; and

(C) for an aircraft categorized as exquisite
CCA under paragraph (1)(C), does mot exceed
$25,000,000.00.

(9) DEFINITIONS.—In this section,
“Secretary concerned’ means—

(1) the Secretary of the Navy, with respect to
aircraft programs of the Navy and the Marine
Corps; and

(2) the Secretary of the Air Force, with respect
to aircraft programs of the Air Force.

SEC. 219. CONTINUOUS CAPABILITY DEVELOP-
MENT AND DELIVERY PROGRAM FOR
F-35 AIRCRAFT.

(a) DESIGNATION OF MAJOR SUBPROGRAM.—In
accordance with section 4203 of title 10, United
States Code, the Secretary of Defense shall des-
ignate all Block 4 and Technical Refresh-3 ele-
ments of the F-35 aircraft acquisition program,
collectively, as a single major subprogram of the
F-35 aircraft acquisition program.

(b) PROCUREMENT OF F-35 DEVELOPMENTAL
TESTING AIRCRAFT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—From the aircraft described
in paragraph (2), the Program Executive Officer
for the F-35 aircraft program shall designate for
Lot 18 production, two F-35A aircraft, two F-
35B aircraft, and two F-35C aircraft to be man-
ufactured and delivered in a mecessary configu-
ration that would adequately support future F-
35 developmental testing activities.

(2) AIRCRAFT DESCRIBED.—The aircraft de-
scribed in this paragraph are F-35 aircraft au-
thorized to be procured using funds made avail-
able for fiscal year 2024.

SEC. 220. PROCESS TO ENSURE THE RESPON-
SIBLE DEVELOPMENT AND USE OF
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.

(a) PROCESS REQUIRED.—The Secretary of De-
fense, acting through the Chief Digital and Ar-
tificial Intelligence Officer, shall develop and
implement a process—

(1) to assess whether an artificial intelligence
technology used by the Department of Defense
is functioning responsibly;

(2) to report and remediate any artificial intel-
ligence technology that is determined mot to be
functioning responsibly; and

(3) in a case in which efforts to remediate
such technology have been unsuccessful, to dis-
continue the use of the technology until effec-
tive remediation is achievable.

(b) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS.—In devel-
oping and implementing the process required
under subsection (a), the Secretary of Defense
shall—

(1) develop clear criteria to determine if an ar-
tificial intelligence technology is functioning re-
sponsibly, which shall include consideration of
such criteria previously developed by the De-
partment of Defense;

(2) take steps to integrate such process across
the organizations and elements of the Depart-
ment of Defense, including the combatant com-
mands; and

(3) provide information on such process to rel-
evant personnel of the Department of Defense
including—
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(A) personnel responsible for developing and
deploying artificial intelligence technologies;

(B) end users of such technologies, including
members of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine
Corps, and Space Force who use such tech-
nologies in military operations; and

(C) such other personnel as the Secretary de-
termines appropriate.

(c) DEADLINES FOR IMPLEMENTATION.—The
Secretary of Defense shall—

(1) commence the implementation of the proc-
ess required under subsection (a) not later than
120 days after the date of the enactment of this
Act; and

(2) fully implement such process mot later
than one year after such date of enactment.

(d) INTERIM BRIEFING.—Not later than 160
days after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense shall provide to the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and
the House of Representatives a briefing on the
progress of the Secretary in developing and im-
plementing the process required under sub-
section (a). At a minimum, such briefing shall
include an explanation of the criteria developed
by the Secretary under subsection (b)(1).

(e) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Armed Services of the Senate and the
House of Representatives a report on the
progress of the Secretary in developing and im-
plementing the process required under sub-
section (a), including the progress of the Sec-
retary with respect to each element specified in
subsection (b).

SEC. 221. PILOT PROGRAM TO COMMERCIALIZE
PROTOTYPES OF THE DEPARTMENT
OF THE AIR FORCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the Air Force, acting through the As-
sistant Secretary of the Air Force for Acquisi-
tion, Technology, and Logistics, shall carry out
a pilot program to award grants to applicants
for a project to commercialize a prototype of the
Department of the Air Force.

(b) FUNDING.—In carrying out the pilot pro-
gram under this section, the Secretary of the Air
Force may only expend amounts designated as
budget activity 6 (RDT&E management support)
as that budget activity classification is set forth
in volume 2B, chapter 5 of the Department of
Defense Financial Management Regulation
(DOD 7000.14-R).

(c) AMOUNT.—A single award under this sec-
tion may not exceed $10,000,000.

(d) APPLICATION.—An applicant desiring to
participate in the pilot program under this sec-
tion submit an application to the Secretary of
the Air Force in such time, in such manner, and
containing such information as the Secretary
may require.

(e) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out the pilot
program under this section, the Secretary of the
Air Force may consult with—

(1) service acquisition executives (as defined
in section 101 of title 10, United States Code);

(2) eligible entities that carry out activities
pursuant to a procurement technical assistance
program funded under chapter 388 of title 10,
United States Code; and

(3) such other individuals and organizations
as the Secretary determined appropriate.

(f) BRIEFING.—Not later than December 31,
2024, the Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for
Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics shall
provide to the congressional defense committees
a briefing on the implementation of the pilot
program under this section and any related pol-
icy issues.

(9) REPORT.—Each time the Assistant Sec-
retary of the Air Force for Acquisition, Tech-
nology, and Logistics awards a grant under this
section, the Assistant Secretary shall submit to
the congressional defense committees a notifica-
tion on such exercise.

(h) TERMINATION.—The pilot program estab-
lished under this section shall terminate on the
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date that is five years after the date of the en-

actment of this Act.

SEC. 222. PILOT PROGRAM ON NEAR-TERM QUAN-
TUM COMPUTING APPLICATIONS.

(a) PILOT PROGRAM.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall carry out a pilot program under
which the Secretary, in partnership with the en-
tities specified in subsection (b), establishes and
operates a program that enables organizations
of the Department of Defense, including the
Armed Forces, to test and evaluate how quan-
tum and quantum-hybrid applications may be
used—

(1) to solve technical problems and research
challenges identified under section 234(e) of the
John S. McCain National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2019 (Public Law 115-232; 10
U.S.C. 4001 note) and such other near-term tech-
nical problems and challenges facing the De-
partment and the Armed Forces as the Secretary
may identify; and

(2) to provide capabilities needed by the De-
partment and the Armed Forces in the near-
term.

(b) ENTITIES SPECIFIED.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall seek to carry out the pilot program
under subsection (a) in partnership with—

(1) a federally funded research and develop-
ment center; and

(2) one or more private-sector entities with ex-
pertise in quantum computing and quantum in-
formation science.

(c) AcTIvITIES.—Under the pilot program, the
Secretary of Defense, in partnership with the
entities specified in subsection (b), shall—

(1) convene a group of experts and organiza-
tions to identify challenges faced by the Depart-
ment of Defense, including the Armed Forces,
that have the potential to be addressed by quan-
tum and quantum-hybrid applications;

(2) develop and deploy demonstrations, proofs
of concept, pilot programs, and other measures
to address the challenges identified under para-
graph (1) using quantum and quantum-hybrid
applications;

(3) ensure that any quantum or quantum-hy-
brid application based solutions identified under
the program are capable of development and de-
ployment in 24 months or less;

(4) assess and utility of commercial quantum
and quantum-hybrid applications for meeting
the near-term needs of warfighters; and

(5) seek to build and strengthen relationships
between the Department of Defense and non-
traditional defense contractors (as defined in
section 3014 of title 10, United States Code) in
the technology industry that may have unused
or underused solutions to specific operational
challenges of the Department relating to quan-
tum and quantum-hybrid applications.

(d) BRIEFING AND REPORTS.—

(1) INTERIM BRIEFING.—Not later than March
1, 2024, the Secretary of Defense shall provide to
the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate
and the House of Representatives a briefing
that—

(A) identifies the federally funded research
and development center and any private-sector
entities the Secretary has partnered with for
purposes of carrying out the pilot program
under subsection (a); and

(B) describe the plan of the Secretary for de-
veloping and operating the program.

(2) ANNUAL REPORT.—On an annual basis
during each year in which the pilot program
under subsection (a) is carried out, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall submit to the Committees
on Armed Services of the Senate and the House
of Representatives a report that includes—

(A) a description of the problem sets and ca-
pabilities that were evaluated by organizations
of the Department of Defense under the pro-
gram;

(B) an explanation of whether and to what
extent the program resulted in the identification
of potential solutions based on quantum and
quantum-hybrid applications;

(C) any potential barriers to the use of quan-
tum and quantum-hybrid applications to solve
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near-term problems for the Department of De-
fense, including the Armed Forces; and

(D) recommendations regarding how the De-
partment of Defense can better leverage and de-
ploy quantum and quantum-hybrid applications
to address near-term military applications and
operational needs.

(e) DEADLINE FOR COMMENCEMENT.—The Sec-
retary of Defense shall commence the pilot pro-
gram under this section not later than March 1,
2024.

(f) TERMINATION.—The authority to carry out
the pilot program under subsection (a) shall ter-
minate on the date that is three years after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

(9) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘“‘near-term’’ means a period of 24
months or less.

(2) The term ‘‘quantum and quantum-hybrid
applications’ means algorithms and applica-
tions which use quantum mechanics through
quantum processing units, including—

(A) quantum-classical hybrid applications
which are applications that use both quantum
computing and classical computing hardware
systems;

(B) annealing and gate systems; and

(C) all qubit modalities (including super-
conducting, trap ion, and photonics).

SEC. 223. PILOT PROGRAM ON ACCESS TO SMALL
BUSINESS ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY
FOR ARMY GROUND VEHICLE SYS-
TEMS.

(a) PROGRAM REQUIRED.—Beginning not later
than 90 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of the Army shall carry
out a pilot program under which the Secretary
seeks to establish an arrangement between the
U.S. Army Ground Vehicle Systems Center and
a non-profit research institute operating a con-
tested logistics research center to enhance access
to small business advanced technology through
a Defense Commercial Solutions Opening con-
tract entered into under section 3458 of title 10,
United States Code.

(b) TERMINATION.—The authority to carry out
the pilot program under this section shall termi-
nate five years after the date of the enactment
of this Act.

SEC. 224. PROHIBITION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR GAIN-OF-FUNCTION RE-
SEARCH.

None of the funds authorized to be appro-
priated by this Act or otherwise made available
for fiscal year 2024 for the Department of De-
fense may be obligated or expended to conduct
research for the purpose of enhancing the path-
ogenicity, transmissibility, or host range of a
microorganism or virus (commonly known as
“‘gain-of-function research’).

SEC. 225. LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS PENDING DOCUMENTATION
ON FUTURE ATTACK RECONNAIS-
SANCE AIRCRAFT PROGRAM.

Of the funds authorized to be appropriated by
this Act or otherwise made available for fiscal
year 2024, and available for the Office of the
Secretary of the Army for the travel of persons,
not more than 70 percent may be obligated or ex-
pended until the date on which the Secretary
submits to the congressional defense committees
the analysis of alternatives document for the
Future Attack Reconnaissance Aircraft pro-
gram.

SEC. 226. F-35 PROPULSION AND THERMAL MAN-
AGEMENT MODERNIZATION PRO-
GRAM.

(a) PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT AND VALIDATION OF RE-
QUIREMENTS.—The Secretary of the Air Force
(with respect to F-35A aircraft of the Air Force)
and the Secretary of the Navy (with respect to
F-35B and F-35C aircraft of the Navy and the
Mavrine Corps) shall each—

(A) establish requirements for the propulsion,
power and cooling, thermal management, and
electrical power systems of the F-35 aircraft sys-
tem that adequately supports the planned serv-
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ice-life and all planned mission systems hard-
ware and software capability upgrades for such
aircraft system;

(B) validate the requirements; and

(C) provide the validated requirements to the
Program Ezxecutive Officer for the F-35 aircraft
acquisition program.

(2) COST-BENEFIT AND TECHNICAL RISK ANAL-
YSIS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Based on the requirements
established and validated under paragraph (1),
the Program Ezxecutive Officer for the F-35 air-
craft acquisition program shall conduct a com-
plete and comprehensive cost-benefit and tech-
nical risk analysis that evaluates and deter-
mines the upgrades and modernization required
of the F-35 aircraft system to support all of the
requirements established under such paragraph.

(B) ELEMENTS.—The cost-benefit and tech-
nical risk analysis conducted under subpara-
graph (A) shall assess, at a minimum, the cost,
risk, modernization, integration activities, and
acquisition strategy required for the upgrade
and modernization options available for the fol-
lowing major subsystems of F-35 aircraft:

(i) The aircraft propulsion system and gear-
box.

(ii) The power and thermal management Sys-
tem.

(iii) The fuel thermal management system.

(iv) The electrical power system.

(v) The engine ice protection system.

(vi) Mission systems hardware, avionics, sen-
sors, and weapons.

(vii) Any additional systems of the F-35 air-
craft system the Program Ezxecutive Officer de-
termines to be relevant to support the planned
service-life requirements for each wvariant of
such aircraft.

(C) LIMITATION ON COMMENCEMENT.—The
Program Executive Officer may not commence
the analysis required under subparagraph (A)
until the requirements established under para-
graph (1) have been provided to the Officer.

(D) INDEPENDENT COST ESTIMATE.—In devel-
oping the cost-benefit analysis under subpara-
graph (A), the Program Ezecutive Officer shall
obtain an independent cost estimate from an or-
ganization within the Department of Defense
that is not directly associated with the Office of
the Program Executive Officer, the Department
of the Air Force, or the Department of the Navy.

(E) REPORT.—Following the completion of the
analysis under subparagraph (A) but not later
than July 1, 2024, the Program Ezxecutive Officer
shall submit to the congressional defense com-
mittees a report on the results of the analysis.

(3) DESIGNATION OF MAJOR SUBPROGRAM.—In
accordance with section 4203 of title 10, United
States Code, the Secretary of Defense shall des-
ignate all activities relating to the moderniza-
tion, upgrade, and integration of the major sub-
systems included in the analysis under para-
graph (2)(4), collectively, as a single major sub-
program of the F-35 aircraft acquisition pro-
gram.

(b) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term ‘‘F-—
35 propulsion and thermal management mod-
ernization program’ means the program of the
Department of Defense to modernize the propul-
sion, power and cooling, thermal management,
and electrical power systems of the F-35 aircraft
system.

Subtitle C—Energetics and Other Munitions
Matters
ESTABLISHMENT OF JOINT
ENERGETICS TRANSITION OFFICE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Subchapter I of chapter
301 of title 10, United States Code, is amended
by adding at the end the following new section:
“§4015. Joint Energetics Transition Office

‘““(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall establish a Joint Energetics Transi-
tion Office (referred to in this section as the ‘Of-
fice’) within the Office of the Secretary of De-
fense. The Office shall carry out the activities
described in subsection (c¢) and shall have such
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other responsibilities relating to energetics as
the Secretary may specify. The Joint Program
Executive Officer for Armaments and Ammuni-
tion, as the Single Manager for Conventional
Ammunition designated by the Secretary of the
Army, shall act as executive agent for conven-
tional energetics development and shall report
directly to the head of the Office on matters re-
lating to energetics for conventional ammuni-
tion.

‘““(b) HEAD OF OFFICE.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall designate an individual to serve as
the head of the Office. The head of the Office
shall report directly to the Deputy Secretary of
Defense without intervening authority.

““(c) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Office shall do
the following:

‘(1) Manage the development of energetics
systems, which shall include—

““(A) establishing a dedicated program under
budget activity 3 (advanced technology develop-
ment) or budget activity 4 (advanced component
development and prototypes) (as such budget
activity classifications are set forth in volume
2B, chapter 5 of the Department of Defense Fi-
nancial Management Regulation (DOD 7000.14-
R))—

‘(i) to mature, prototype, demonstrate, and
test novel energetic materials and technologies,
including new energetics manufacturing tech-
nologies; and

““(ii) to integrate novel energetic materials and
technologies into weapon systems;

‘““(B) administering a joint service qualifica-
tion and certification group to—

““(i) identify, review, and assess all laws, regu-
lations, policies, and directives affecting the de-
velopment and availability of energetic mate-
rials for defense purposes, including any appli-
cable waiver authorities;

‘““(ii) based on such review and assessment,
make recommendations to the Secretary of De-
fense regarding potential changes to laws, regu-
lations, policies, and directives that may affect
the development and availability of energetic
materials for defense purposes; and

‘“(iii) to the extent practicable, establish uni-
form safety requirements for the qualification
process for energetic materials applicable from
the stage at which such materials are discovered
through the stage at which such materials are
integrated into weapon systems; and

“(C) establishing and operating a public-pri-
vate partnership—

““(i) to serve as a liaison to the Department of
State for information on the applicability of
International Traffic in Arms Regulations (sub-
chapter M of chapter I of title 22, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations) or successor regulations across
the energetics enterprise of the United States
(including Government, industry, and aca-
demia); and

‘‘(ii) to facilitate the efficient and effective ex-
change of information, collaboration, and shar-
ing of resources among entities in such enter-
prise.

‘‘(2) Establish prototyping demonstration pro-
grams for advanced technologies to speed the
maturation of new energetic materials and the
integration of such materials into weapon sys-
tems.

‘““(3) Establish energetics cross-functional
teams that include representatives of the re-
search and development community, acquisition
program offices, acquisition requirements of-
fices, and industry to speed the transition of en-
ergetic materials and technologies from the re-
search and development phase to integration
into weapon systems.

‘“(4) Reassess the effectiveness and goals of in-
sensitive munitions regulations and conduct a
Mil-Standard/Mil-Spec Review to update muni-
tions regulations to be more specific and meas-
urable and to reduce or eliminate unnecessary
standards.

““(5) Use technologies such as artificial intel-
ligence and machine learning to identify, assess,
and synthesize novel energetic compounds.
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““(6) Develop strategies and roadmaps, appli-
cable across the Future Years Development Pro-
gram and Program Objective Memorandum proc-
ess, for energetic materials and technologies to
enable the transition of such technologies to fu-
ture operational capabilities for the warfighter.

“(7) Coordinate with relevant stakeholders to
support the advantage of the United States in
developing energetic materials.

““(d) REPORTS.—The head of the Office shall
provide a monthly written report to the Sec-
retary of Defense, the Assistant Secretary of the
Army for Acquisition, Logistics, and Tech-
nology, the Under Secretary of Defense for Ac-
quisition and Sustainment, and the Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Research and Engineering
on the activities of the Office. Such report shall
include—

“(1) a detailed update on progress and status
for each of the responsibilities described in sub-
section (c);

“(2) any shortfalls in resources related to
prototyping demonstration programs, emerging
technical opportunities, or that result in in-
creased costs or delayed performance in ful-
filling the responsibilities described in sub-
section (c); and

“(3) any other issues as determined by the
Secretary of Defense.

““‘(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

““(1) The term ‘energetic materials’ means crit-
ical chemicals that—

“(A) release large amounts of energy in a
short amount of time; and

‘“(B) are capable of being used in explosives
that create lethal effects in warheads.

“(2) The term ‘insensitive munitions’ means
munitions that are designed to remain
unezxploded when exposed to stimuli representa-
tive of severe but credible accidents.”.

(b) PROGRESS REPORTS.—

(1) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than 60 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees, the Committee on
Foreign Affairs of the House of Representatives,
and the Committee on Foreign Relations of the
Senate an initial report on the status of the es-
tablishment of the Joint Emnergetics Transition
Office under section 4015 of title 10, United
States Code (as added by subsection (a)), includ-
ing a description of any actions taken to staff
and resource the Office as of the date of the re-
port.

(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than one year
after the submission of the initial report under
paragraph (1), the Secretary of Defense shall
submit to the congressional defense committees,
the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House
of Representatives, and the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate a final report on
the status of the establishment of the Joint
Energetics Transition Office, including a de-
scription of any actions taken to staff and re-
source the Office since the date of the initial re-
port.

SEC. 242. CONSIDERATION OF LETHALITY AS A
KEY PERFORMANCE PARAMETER
FOR MUNITIONS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF PERFORMANCE PARAM-
ETER.—The Secretary of Defense shall ensure—

(1) that lethality is considered, as appropriate,
as a key performance parameter in the analysis
of alternatives conducted for purposes of pro-
curing any new munition or modifying an erist-
ing munition; and

(2) that if lethality is not determined to be an
appropriate key performance parameter under
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall document the
justification for such determination and include
such documentation in the analysis of alter-
natives.

(b) CONSIDERATION OF ENERGETIC MATE-
RIALS.—In assessing the lethality of a munition
for purposes of the performance parameter de-
scribed under subsection (a), the Secretary shall
include the margin of effectiveness and in-
creased system capacities afforded by the poten-
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tial use of novel or alternative energetic mate-
rials in the munition.

(¢) ENERGETIC MATERIALS DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘energetic materials’’ has the
meaning given that term in section 4015(e) of
title 10, United States Code (as added by section
241).

SEC. 243. PILOT PROGRAM ON INCORPORATION
OF THE CL20 COMPOUND IN CER-
TAIN WEAPON SYSTEMS.

(a) PILOT PROGRAM REQUIRED.—The Sec-
retary of Defense shall carry out a pilot pro-
gram under which the Secretary incorporates
the CL20 compound as the energetic material for
the main fill in the warheads or propellants of
three weapon systems under development by the
Department of Defense.

(b) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENT.—Each of the
three weapon systems selected under subsection
(a) shall be a weapon system that does not, as
of the date of the enactment of this Act, already
incorporate the CL20 compound as the energetic
material for the main fill in the warhead or pro-
pellant of the system.

(c) BRIEFING.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall provide to the congres-
sional defense committees a briefing on progress
of the Secretary in carrying out the pilot pro-
gram under this section, including a timeline for
incorporating the CL20 energetic compound into
each of the weapon systems selected under sub-
section (a).

SEC. 244. ASSESSMENT OF ENERGETICS INDUS-
TRIAL BASE.

(a) ASSESSMENT.—The Deputy Secretary of
Defense shall conduct an assessment of the sup-
ply chains for energetic materials and the status
of the energetics industrial base to identify op-
portunities—

(1) to accelerate the development of critical
energetic materials; and

(2) to enhance the ability of the Department
of Defense to access such materials for defense
purposes.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The assessment under sub-
section (a) shall include an analysis of—

(1) any shortfalls in the supply chain for en-
ergetic materials existing as of the date of the
assessment or that are projected to occur in the
future;

(2) expansion of the energetics industrial base
to include critical subcontractor and supplier
limitations and options to expand industry par-
ticipation to alleviate such limitations;

(3) options for using the authorities provided
under the Defense Production Act of 1950 (50
U.S.C. 4501 et seq.) to improve the ability of the
Department of Defense to acquire energetic ma-
terials, including the potential use of priority
ratings (as described in the Defense Priorities
and Allocation System pursuant to part 700 of
title 15, Code of Federal Regulations (or any
successor regulation)) for contracts involving
energetic materials; and

(4) the potential use of Government-owned,
contractor-operated ammunition production fa-
cilities to support alternative energetics formula-
tions.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than one year after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Deputy
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees a report on the results
of the assessment conducted under subsection
(a).

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘energetic materials’ has the
meaning given that term in section 4015(e) of
title 10, United States Code (as added by section
241).

(2) The term
means—

(A) the organizations and elements of the De-
partment of Defense concerned with the re-
search and development of energetic materials
and technologies; and

(B) contractors and suppliers of energetic ma-
terials and technologies.

“‘energetics industrial base’’
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SEC. 245. LIMITATION ON SOURCING CHEMICAL
MATERIALS FOR MUNITIONS FROM
CERTAIN COUNTRIES.

(a) LIMITATION.—The Secretary of Defense
may not procure a chemical material for muni-
tions specified in subsection (b) from any coun-
try other than a country specified in subsection
(c).

(b) CHEMICAL MATERIALS SPECIFIED.—The
chemical materials for munitions specified in
this subsection are the chemicals listed under
the heading ‘“‘Task 1: Domestic Production of
Critical Chemicals’ in section 3.0E of the docu-
ment of the Department of Defense titled ‘‘State-
ment of Objectives (SOO) for Critical Chemicals
Production” (FOA: FA8650-19-S-5010, Appendix
VI, Call: 012) and dated December 5, 2022.

(c) COUNTRIES SPECIFIED.—The countries
specified in this subsection are the following:

(1) India.

(2) Any member country of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization.

(3) Any country that is designated as a major
non-NATO ally for purposes of section
2350a(i)(2) of title 10, United States Code.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The requirements of
this section shall take effect on the date that is
the later of—

(1) the date of the enactment of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025;
or

(2) September 30, 2024.

Subtitle D—Plans, Reports, and Other Matters

SEC. 261. HYPERSONIC TESTING STRATEGY AND
EVALUATION OF POTENTIAL
HYPERSONIC TEST RANGES.

(a) LIMITATION.—Of the funds authorized to
be appropriated by this Act or otherwise made
available for fiscal year 2024, and available for
the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for
Policy for the travel of persons, not more than
90 percent may be obligated or expended until
the date on which the Secretary of Defense sub-
mits to the congressional defense committees the
strategy required under section 237(c) of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263).

(b) BIENNIAL UPDATES TO HYPERSONICS TEST-
ING STRATEGY.—Section 237(c) of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023
(Public Law 117-263) is amended by adding at
the end the following new paragraph:

““(4) BIENNIAL UPDATES.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Not less frequently than
once every two years after the submittal of the
initial strategy under paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary of Defense shall—

““(i) revise and update the strategy; and

“(it) submit the revised and updated strategy
to the appropriate congressional committees.

‘““(B) SUNSET.—The requirement to prepare
and submit updates under this paragraph shall
terminate on December 31, 2030.”".

(¢c) EVALUATION OF POTENTIAL HYPERSONIC
TEST RANGES.—

(1) STuDY.—The Secretary of Defense shall
conduct a study to evaluate not fewer than two
possible locations in the United States, selected
in consultation with the Under Secretary of De-
fense for Research and Engineering, that have
potential to be used as additional corridors for
long-distance hypersonic system testing.

(2) ACTIVITIES UNDER NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT
POLICY ACT.—Following the completion of the
study under paragraph (1), the Secretary of De-
fense shall initiate any activities required under
the National Environment Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) in connection with the con-
duct of long-distance hypersonic system testing
at the locations evaluated under the study.

(3) REPORT.—Not later than December 31,
2024, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to
the congressional defense committees a report on
the results of the study conducted under para-
graph (1).
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SEC. 262. MODIFICATION TO ANNUAL REPORTS
ON CRITICAL TECHNOLOGY AREAS
SUPPORTIVE OF THE NATIONAL DE-
FENSE STRATEGY.

Section 217(c)(1) of the William M. (Mac)
Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law 116-283; 10
U.S.C. 4001 note) is amended—

(1) by striking 2025 and inserting ‘‘2029’’;

(2) by redesignating subparagraphs (A)
through (D) as clauses (i) through (iv), respec-
tively;

(3) by striking ‘‘including a description’ and
inserting ‘‘including—

“(A) a description’’;

(4) by striking the period at the end and in-
serting a semicolon; and

(5) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraphs:

“(B) for each technology area
under subsection (a)(1)—

“(i) a list of each program element that funds
research, development, test, and evaluation ac-
tivities within that area; and

““(ii) for each such program element—

“(I) identification of the total amount of
funds obligated or expended for research, devel-
opment, test, and evaluation under that pro-
gram element in support of the technology area
in the fiscal year preceding the date of the re-
port;

“(II) an estimate of the total amount of funds
expected to be obligated or expended for re-
search, development, test, and evaluation under
that program element in support of the tech-
nology area for the fiscal year in which the re-
port is submitted and each of the following two
fiscal years; and

“(III) an explanation of the reasons for such
funding allocations; and

“(C) an assessment of any policies, processes,
or systems of the Department of Defense that
have been modified, or that are expected to be
modified, as a result of the Department’s invest-
ments and other efforts in the technology areas
identified under subsection (a)(1) to compete in
an era of strategic competition, with an empha-
sis on those policies, processes, or systems in-
volved in transitioning technologies from the re-
search and development phase to formal acquisi-
tion programs or operational use within the De-
partment.’’.

SEC. 263. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY STRATEGY.

(a) STRATEGY.—The Secretary of Defense, in
coordination with the Under Secretary of De-
fense for Research and Engineering, shall de-
velop and implement an intellectual property
strategy to enhance the ability of the Depart-
ment of Defense to procure emerging capabilities
and technologies as described in subsection (b).

(b) REQUIRED ELEMENTS.—The strategy under
subsection (a) shall include the following:

(1) Plans for using intellectual property to en-
hance the ability of the Department of Defense
to innovate and invest in new warfighting capa-
bilities to outpace adversaries of the United
States in the areas of new and emerging tech-
nology.

(2) Recommendations on the use of intellec-
tual property and its purpose and benefits—

(A) within research and engineering programs
of the Department; and

(B) in the context of strategic competition, in-
cluding in hybrid warfare and deterrence.

(3) Strategies for promoting and encouraging
members of the Armed Forces to create and
produce new tools and technologies for the De-
partment.

(4) Concepts and actionable steps for accel-
erating, to the extent practicable, the procure-
ment and fielding of emerging capabilities and
technologies.

(5) Methods for encouraging innovation, solu-
tions that scale, and the use of patents across
the Department of Defense by establishing an
integrated, cross-service approach to the identi-
fication, prioritization, development, and field-
ing of emerging capabilities and technologies.
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(6) Steps to implement measures to protect
against the theft of intellectual property.

(7) Enforcement mechanisms to ensure intel-
lectual property rights are protected.

(c) OPTIONAL ELEMENTS.—The strategy under
subsection (a) may include the following:

(1) Identification of how intellectual property
may be used to enhance the innovation capabili-
ties of the Department of Defense to neutralize
the effects of intellectual property theft by com-
petitors of the United States.

(2) An innovation warfare strategy to promote
the creation of new and emerging technologies
to secure the dominant economic and security
position of the United States against adver-
saries, which may include strategies to—

(A) further develop the technological base of
the Department of Defense and create intellec-
tual property security tools needed to outpace
adversaries and prevent technological over-
match;

(B) develop machine learning tools to identify
possible future technologies;

(C) ensure that Federal research and develop-
ment spending spur innovation as directed in
the 2022 National Defense Strategy;

(D) secure positions that give the United
States strategic advantages with respect to the
acquisition, procurement, distribution, and pro-
tection of new and emerging technologies; and

(E) identity and develop cross-functional ca-
pabilities—

(i) for the implementation of the strategy
under subsection (a); and

(ii) to facilitate the coordination of efforts to
the extent feasible.

(3) Guidance to link priorities, goals, and in-
vestments with respect to intellectual property
rights with individuals and entities that are
critical to the functioning of specific programs
of the Department of Defense, including by—

(A) developing and reinforcing relationships
with academia, the acquisition workforce (as de-
fined in section 101 of title 10, United States
Code), the defense industry, and the commercial
sector to create scalable solutions that are pro-
tected through intellectual property rights;

(B) developing a marketing strategy to make
members of a covered Armed Force aware that
the members may be able to patent inventions
the members create while serving; and

(C) identifying funding, investments, per-
sonnel, facilities, and relationships with other
departments and agencies of the Federal Gov-
ernment without which defense capabilities
would be severely degraded.

(4) Methods to support the coordination of ac-
quisition priorities, programs, and timelines to
meet requirements and security objectives of
each covered Armed Force and the combatant
commands with the research and engineering
activities of the Department.

(5) Recommendations for changes to statute,
regulations, or policies to support the achieve-
ment of the goals set forth in the strategy.

(6) Processes to inform senior leaders of the
Department and Members of Congress of the po-
tential effects of the intellectual property strat-
egy on the development of policies and regula-
tions guiding strategic competition with adver-
saries of the United States in the military and
technology domains.

(7) Methods to support the efficient implemen-
tation of the strategy to address near-term, mid-
term, and long-term capability gaps, with an
emphasis on spurring innovation and over-
coming, to the extent practicable, the gap be-
tween the research and development of emerging
capabilities and technologies and the procure-
ment and fielding of such capabilities and tech-
nologies.

(8) Methods to support the issuance and en-
forcement of patents within the Department of
Defense.

(9) An assessment the potential supporting
roles of military education institutions and
science and technology reinvention laboratories
(as designated under section 4121(b) of title 10,
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United States Code), including roles relating to
encouraging innovation, raising awareness of
intellectual property rights , and the
conceptualization, development, testing, and im-
plementation of innovative solutions for emerg-
ing capabilities and technologies.

(d) ALIGNMENT WITH NATIONAL DEFENSE
STRATEGY.—The Secretary of Defense shall en-
sure that the strategy developed under sub-
section (a) aligns with the National Defense
Strategy under section 113(g) of title 10, United
States Code.

(e) REPORT.—Not later than February 1, 2024,
the Secretary of Defense, in coordination with
the Under Secretary of Defense for Research
and Engineering, shall submit to the Committees
on Armed Services of the Senate and the House
of Representatives a report on the intellectual
property strategy developed under subsection
(a).

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘covered Armed Force’’ means
the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, or
Space Force.

(2) The term ‘‘intellectual property’’ has the
meaning given the term “‘IP’’ in Department of
Defense Instruction 5010.44 titled ‘‘Intellectual
Property (IP) Acquisition and Licensing’’
(issued October 16, 2019).

(3) The term ‘‘intellectual property rights’’
has the meaning given the term ‘“‘IP rights’ in
Department of Defense Instruction 5010.44 titled
“Intellectual Property (IP) Acquisition and Li-
censing’’ (issued October 16, 2019).

SEC. 264. STUDY ON ESTABLISHMENT OF CEN-
TRALIZED PLATFORM FOR DEVELOP-
MENT AND TESTING OF AUTONOMY
SOFTWARE.

(a) STUDY REQUIRED.—The Secretary of De-
fense, in coordination with the Chief Digital
and Artificial Intelligence Officer, shall conduct
a study to assess the feasibility and advisability
of establishing a centralized platform for the de-
velopment and testing of autonomy software.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study under subsection
(a) shall include, at a minimum, the following:

(1) An assessment of the status of efforts to re-
source and integrate autonomy software into
systems of the Department of Defense, including
systems in use by the Department as of the date
of the study and systems that may be used in
the future.

(2) Identification of systems of the Department
of Defense which are, or can be, integrated with
autonomy software to enable the continuous
operational capability of such systems in GPS-
or communications-denied environments, includ-
ing those systems identified in the report re-
quired wunder section 246 of the William M.
(Mac) Thornberry National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (Public Law 116-
283; 135 Stat. 1622).

(3) An assessment of any gaps in—

(A) program funding relating to the acquisi-
tion of autonomy software;

(B) acquisition processes, including the plan-
ning, programming, budgeting, and erecution
process for acquiring and integrating autonomy-
enabling capabilities across relevant programs of
record;

(C) training capabilities relating to autonomy
software;

(D) capabilities for testing, evaluating,
verifying, and validating autonomy software in
all environments, including virtual and real-
world environments; and

(E) efforts to test, resource, and scale commer-
cially available autonomy software for use by
the Department.

(4) A plan to address, to the extent prac-
ticable, the gaps assessed in paragraph (3), in-
cluding—

(A) updated procedures to plan for the poten-
tial costs of autonomy software at the onset of
the acquisition life cycle;

(B) plans to include, in greater detail, the pro-
jected costs of autonomy software for applicable
programs of record in the future-years defense
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program submitted to Congress under section 221
of title 10, United States Code; and

(C) plans to standardize the acquisition of au-
tonomy software for programs of record across
the Armed Forces.

(c) SUBMITTAL TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
one year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and
the House of Representatives a report on the re-
sults of the study conducted under subsection

(a).

(d) CDAO DEFINED.—In this section, the term
“Chief Digital and Artificial Intelligence Offi-
cer’” has the meaning given that term in section
846(b) of the James M. Inhofe National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public
Law 117-263).

SEC. 265. ANNUAL REPORT ON INCREMENTAL
AND  TRANSFORMATIONAL  RE-
SEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 10 days after
the date on which the budget of the President is
submitted to Congress pursuant to section 1105
of title 31, United States Code, for each of fiscal
years 2025 through 2029, the Under Secretary of
Defense for Research and Engineering shall
submit to the congressional defense committees a
report that identifies—

(1) the number of incremental research and
development projects that are in progress within
the Department of Defense as of the date of the
report and the total amount of funding allo-
cated to such projects; and

(2) the number of transformational research
and development projects that are in progress
within the Department of Defense as of the date
of the report and the total amount of funding
allocated to such projects.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘“‘incremental research and devel-
opment project’ means a covered research activ-
ity that is in the research and development
phase as of the date of the submittal of the re-
port under subsection (a) and that is expected to
achieve initial operational capability by not
later than five years after such date.

(2) The term ‘‘transformational research and
development project’”’ means a covered research
activity that is in the research and development
phase as of the date of the submittal of the re-
port under subsection (a) and that is expected to
achieve initial operational capability by not ear-
lier than five years after such date.

(3) The term ‘‘covered research activity”
means a program, project, or other activity of
the Department of Defense designated as budget
activity 1 (basic research), budget activity 2 (ap-
plied research), or budget activity 3 (advanced
technology development), as such budget activ-
ity classifications are set forth in volume 2B,
chapter 5§ of the Department of Defense Finan-
cial Management Regulation (DOD 7000.14-R).
SEC. 266. CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION OF

CHANGES TO DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE POLICY ON AUTONOMY IN
WEAPON SYSTEMS.

Not later than 30 days after making a modi-
fication to Department of Defense Directive
3000.09 (relating to autonomy in weapon Sys-
tems) the Secretary of Defense shall provide to
the congressional defense committees a briefing
that includes—

(1) a description of the modification; and

(2) an explanation of the reasons for the modi-
fication.

SEC. 267. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON DUAL USE IN-
NOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY FOR THE
ROBOTIC COMBAT VEHICLE OF THE
ARMY.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the following:

(1) The Army is developing the Robotic Com-
bat Vehicle using a sound and innovative acqui-
sition strategy. The Robotic Combat Vehicle pro-
gram is leveraging dual-use commercial innova-
tion for its autonomous driving system.

(2) The Army’s Robotic Combat Vehicle Soft-
ware Pathways program will take an agile and

H3259

phased approach to the ultimate solution, which
is an autonomous, artificial intelligence-based
navigation software. The technical focus will be
on developing robust software pathways for the
Army to conduct vehicle navigation in increas-
ingly complex terrain, diverse operational condi-
tions, and GPS-challenged environments, while
still providing the ability to remotely operate the
vehicle.

(3) The Army’s acquisition strategy for the
Robotic Combat Vehicle is smartly separating
the platform ground combat vehicle prototypes
from the autonomous software system. This ap-
proach is standard in the private sector and
modern product development. With this ap-
proach, the Robotic Combat Vehicle program is
establishing a blueprint for future autonomous
development programs of the Department of De-
fense.

(4) By using this dual acquisition approach,
the Army will receive the best value for the tax-
payer as it will leverage private sector invest-
ments made on autonomous software and create
an interoperable software stack for use on fu-
ture applications.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the Army should continue to use the soft-
ware acquisition pathway approach and lever-
age dual-use, innovative commercial technology
for the Robotic Combat Vehicle program;

(2) the Army should consider a similar frame-
work for future ground vehicle programs, such
as the Optionally Manned Fighting Vehicle pro-
gram and the Common Tactical Truck program;
and

(3) the other Armed Forces should consider
using a similar dual acquisition approach for
their autonomous ground vehicle programs.

TITLE III—OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE
Subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations
SEC. 301. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Funds are hereby authoriced to be appro-
priated for fiscal year 2024 for the use of the
Armed Forces and other activities and agencies
of the Department of Defense for expenses, not
otherwise provided for, for operation and main-
tenance, as specified in the funding table in sec-
tion 4301.

Subtitle B—Energy and Environment
SEC. 311. EQUIVALENT AUTHORITY TO CARRY
OUT CERTAIN PROJECTS AT FACILI-
TIES OF THE NATIONAL GUARD AND
THE AIR NATIONAL GUARD.

(a) REVISION OF DEFINITION.—Section 2700(4)
of title 10, United States Code, is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘State-owned’’;

(2) by striking ‘“‘owned and operated by a
State when such land is’’; and

(3) by striking ‘‘even though such land is not
under the jurisdiction of the Department of De-
fense’ and inserting: ‘‘without regard to—

‘““(A) the owner or operator of the facility; or

‘““(B) whether the facility is under the jurisdic-
tion of the Department of Defense or a military
department.”’.

(b) INCLUSION UNDER DEFENSE ENVIRON-
MENTAL RESTORATION PROGRAM.—Section 2701
of title 10, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1), by striking ‘‘State-
owned’’;

(2) in subsection (c)(1)(D), by striking ‘‘State-
owned’’; and

(3) in subsection (d)(1), by inserting “‘or at a
National Guard facility’ after ‘‘Secretary’s ju-
risdiction’’.

(¢c)  ENVIRONMENTAL  RESTORATION  AcC-
COUNTS.—Section 2703(g)(1) of such title is
amended by inserting ‘‘, a National Guard facil-
ity,”” after ““Department of Defense’’.

(d) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—

(I) REPEAL OF PROVISION.—Section 2707 of
such title is amended by striking subsection (e).

(2) REFERENCE UPDATE.—Section 345(f)(1) of
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2022 (Public Law 117-81; 135 Stat. 1646;
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10 U.S.C. 2715 note) is amended by striking ‘‘fa-
cility where military activities are conducted by
the National Guard of a State pursuant to sec-
tion 2707(e) of title 10, United States Code’ and
inserting ‘‘National Guard Facility, as such
term is defined in section 2700 of title 10, United
States Code”’.
SEC. 312. MODIFICATIONS TO PILOT PROGRAM
ON USE OF SUSTAINABLE AVIATION
FUEL.

Section 324(g) of the James M. Inhofe Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263; 136 Stat. 2518; 10
U.S.C. note prec. 2922) is amended by striking
paragraph (2) and inserting the following new

paragraphs:

““(2) The term ‘applicable material’ means the
following:

‘““(A)  Monoglycerides, diglycerides, and
triglycerides.

‘““(B) Free fatty acids.

‘““(C) Fatty acid esters.

‘(D) Municipal solid waste.

‘““(E) Renewable natural gas.

““(3) The term ‘biomass’ has the meaning given
such term in section 45K(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986.

‘““(4) The term ‘lifecycle greenhouse gas emis-
sions reduction percentage’ means, with respect
to non-petroleum-based jet fuel, the percentage
reduction in lifecycle greenhouse gas emissions
achieved by such fuel as compared with petro-
leum-based jet fuel, as determined using the fol-
lowing:

‘“(A) The most up-to-date Carbon Offsetting
and Reduction Scheme for International Avia-
tion which has been adopted by the Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organization with the
agreement of the United States.

‘“‘‘B) The most up-to-date determinations
under the model known as the ‘Greenhouse
gases, Regulated Emissions, and Energy use in
Transportation’ model developed by Argonne
National Laboratory, or any successor model.

‘“(5) The term ‘sustainable aviation fuel’
means the portion of liquid fuel that is not ker-
osene and that—

““(A) meets the requirements of—

“(i) ASTM International Standard D7566; or

‘‘(ii) the Fischer Tropsch provisions of ASTM
International Standard D1655, Annex Al;

‘““(B) is mot derived from coprocessing an ap-
plicable material (or materials derived from an
applicable material) with a feedstock which is
not biomass;

“(C) is not derived from palm fatty acid dis-
tillates or petroleum; and

‘(D) has a lifecycle greenhouse gas emissions
reduction percentage of at least 50 percent.’’.
SEC. 313. REQUIRED DETERMINATION ON AVAIL-

ABILITY OF CHARGING STATIONS
PRIOR TO REPLACEMENT OF NON-
TACTICAL VEHICLE FLEET OF DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE.

(a) DETERMINATION REQUIRED.—Section 328 of
the James M. Inhofe National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law
117-263; 136 Stat. 2519) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by inserting ‘“‘and the de-
termination described in subsection (c)’’ after
“‘the report described in subsection (b)’’;

(2) by redesignating subsections (c) and (d) as
subsections (e) and (f), respectively;

(3) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing new subsections:

‘““(c) DETERMINATION.—The determination de-
scribed in this subsection is a determination by
the Secretary of Defense that, with respect to
the potential replacement of the existing non-
tactical vehicle fleet of the Department with an
exclusively electric mon-tactical vehicle fleet,
there is infrastructure to support such electric
non-tactical vehicle fleet (such as charging sta-
tions) available in each covered command area
of operations at a level sufficient—

‘(1) to ensure that military logistics and oper-
ational requirements within such area would
not be negatively affected as a result of a lack
of such infrastructure in peacetime; and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

“(2) to ensure that military logistics and oper-
ational requirements within such area would
not be negatively affected as a result of a lack
of such infrastructure in the event of a conflict
(including a conflict in which an adversary may
target electric grid requirements within such
area).

“(d) ASSESSMENTS.—Omn an annual basis until
such time as the Secretary is able to make the
determination described in subsection (c), the
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Armed Services of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate an assessment as to
whether such determination may be made.’’;
and

(4) in subsection (f), as redesignated by para-
graph (2)—

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (3) through
(8) as paragraphs (4) through (9), respectively;
and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

“(3) The term ‘“‘covered command area of oper-
ations’ refers to the area of operations of each
of the following:

“(A) The United States Indo-Pacific Com-
mand.

“(B) The United States European Command.

“(C) The United States Central Command.

““(D) The United States Africa Command.

‘““(E) The United States Northern Command.

“(F) The United States Southern Command.’’.

(b) DEADLINE FOR FIRST ASSESSMENT.—Not
later than 180 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall
submit to the congressional defense committees
the first assessment required under section
328(d) of the James M. Inhofe National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (as
amended by subsection (a)).

SEC. 314. MODIFICATION TO PROTOTYPE AND
DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS FOR
ENERGY RESILIENCE AT CERTAIN

MILITARY INSTALLATIONS.
(a) MODIFICATION TO COVERED TECHNOLOGIES
FOR PROTOTYPE AND DEMONSTRATION

PROJECTS.—Section 322(c)(6) of the James M.
Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263; 136 Stat.
2511; 10 U.S.C. 2911 note) is amended by adding
at the end the following:

““(C) Hydrogen creation, storage, and power
generation using natural gas or renewable elec-
tricity.”’.

(b) APPLICABILITY.—This section and the
amendments made by this section shall apply
with respect to covered prototype and dem-
onstration projects (as defined in section 322(k)
of the James M. Inhofe National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law
117-263; 136 Stat. 2511; 10 U.S.C. 2911 note))
commencing on or after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SEC. 315. AUTHORITY TO TRANSFER CERTAIN
FUNDS AS PAYMENT RELATING TO
NAVAL AIR STATION, MOFFETT
FIELD, CALIFORNIA.

(a) AUTHORITY TO TRANSFER FUNDS.—

(1) TRANSFER AMOUNT.—The Secretary of the
Navy may transfer an amount of not more than
$438,250 to the Hazardous Substance Superfund
established under subchapter A of chapter 98 of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, in accord-
ance with section 2703(f) of title 10, United
States Code. Any such transfer shall be made
without regard to section 2215 of such title.

(2) SOURCE OF FUNDS.—Any transfer under
this subsection shall be made using funds au-
thorized to be appropriated by this Act for fiscal
year 2024 for the Department of Defense Base
Closure Account established by section 2906(a)
of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment
Act of 1990 (10 U.S.C. 2687 note).

(b) PURPOSE OF TRANSFER.—A transfer under
subsection (a) shall be for the purpose of satis-
fying a stipulated penalty assessed by the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency on May 4, 2018,
regarding former Naval Air Station, Moffett
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Field, California, under the Federal Facility
Agreement for Naval Air Station, Moffett Field,
which was entered into between the Navy and
the Environmental Protection Agency in 1990
pursuant to section 120 of the Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9620).

(c) ACCEPTANCE OF PAYMENT.—If the Sec-
retary of the Navy makes a transfer under sub-
section (a), the Administrator for the Environ-
mental Protection Agency shall accept the
amount transferred as payment in full of the
penalty referred to in subsection (b).

SEC. 316. REQUIREMENT FOR SECRETARY OF DE-
FENSE TO DEVELOP PLAN FOR
TRANSITION OF JOINT TASK FORCE
RED HILL.

(a) PLAN FOR TERMINATION REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense, in
consultation, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, with appropriate Federal, State, and
local stakeholders, shall develop a plan for the
termination of and transition from the Joint
Task Force Red Hill.

(2) ELEMENTS.—Under such plan,
retary shall—

(A) subject to subsection (b), determine the
date on which the Joint Task Force Red Hill (or
any successor organization) shall be terminated;

(B) designate appropriate officials or entities
to be responsible for—

(i) engaging and communicating with commu-
nities in proximity to the Red Hill Bulk Fuel
Storage Facility following such termination;

(ii) communicating, in a clear and consistent
manner, with the heads of relevant Federal and
State agencies and such communities with re-
spect to all operations involving the Red Hill
Bulk Fuel Storage Facility; and

(iii) ensuring the attendance of appropriate
experts and public relations professionals at any
public meeting or event relating to such oper-
ations;

(C) coordinate and communicate with such
communities and the heads of applicable State
regulatory authorities with respect to—

(i) such termination; and

(ii) the responsibilities designated under sub-
paragraph (B);

(D) ensure adequate resourcing and personnel
to meet continued community engagement re-
quirements and priorities of the Department of
Defense; and

(E) provide for or update any plan relating to
the defueling of the Red Hell Bulk Fuel Storage
Facility and removal of other potential contami-
nants stored at such facilities following such
termination.

(3) DEADLINE.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees the plan under para-
graph (1).

(b) AVAILABILITY OF PLAN.—The Secretary
shall make such plan and any supporting docu-
ments available to the public and State and
local elected officials.

(¢) RESTRICTION ON TERMINATION AUTHOR-
1TY.—The Secretary of Defense may not termi-
nate the Joint Task Force Red Hill before the
date that is 30 days after the date on which the
Secretary submits to the congressional defense
committees such report.

SEC. 317. DESIGNATION OF OFFICIAL RESPON-
SIBLE FOR COORDINATION OF RE-
NEGOTIATION OF CERTAIN LAND
LEASES OWNED BY DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE IN HAWATI'L

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall designate an official to
be responsible for, in coordination with appro-
priate officials from the covered military depart-
ments and the United States Indo-Pacific Com-
mand—

(1) coordinating Department of Defense-wide
efforts relating to the renegotiation of land
leases owned by the Department of Defense in
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the State of Hawai’i expiring between 2029 and
2031;

(2) representing the Department of Defense
during any such renegotiation; and

(3) ensuring clear and consistent communica-
tion to such State, State and local elected offi-
cials, and the public of the needs and priorities
of the Department of Defense with respect to
joint land use in such State.

(b) SELECTION.—In making the designation
under subsection (a), the Secretary of Defense
may appoint an individual with a significant
background and expertise in—

(1) relevant legal and technical aspects of
land lease issues; and

(2) working with State and local elected offi-
cials and the public in such State.

(c) NOTIFICATION.—Not later than 30 days
after the Secretary of Defense makes such des-
ignation, the Secretary shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees and the Governor
of Hawai’i a notification that includes the name
and contact information of the individual des-
ignated under subsection (a).

(d) COVERED MILITARY DEPARTMENT DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘covered mili-
tary department’” means—

(1) the Department of the Army;

(2) the Department of the Navy; and

(3) the Department of the Air Force.

SEC. 318. PROHIBITION AND LIMITATION ON
AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS FOR CER-
TAIN ENERGY PROGRAMS OF DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE.

(a) PROHIBITION.—None of the funds author-
ized to be appropriated by this Act or otherwise
made available for the Department of Defense
for any operational energy program (including
an operational energy program that uses renew-
able energy) may be provided to an entity
owned or controlled by the Russian Federation
or the Chinese Communist Party.

(b) LIMITATION.—Of the funds authorized to
be appropriated by this Act or otherwise made
available for the Assistant Secretary of Defense
for Acquisition and Sustainment, not more than
50 percent may be obligated or expended until
the Assistant Secretary submits to the Commit-
tees on Armed Services of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate a report on oper-
ational energy programs of the Department of
Defense that includes—

(1) a list of all operational energy programs of
record;

(2) a description of—

(A) how each such program improves readi-
ness or capabilities;

(B) how each such program shall be sustained
(including in a contested environment); and

(C) the life-cycle costs of each such program,
including cost avoidance over such life-cycle.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “‘operational energy’—

(A) has the meaning given that term in section
2924 of title 10, United States Code; and

(B) includes renewable energy used by mon-
tactical power systems and generators deployed
to a contested environment.

(2) The term ‘“‘renewable energy’ includes
electricity generated from solar energy and en-
ergy stored in a lithium battery.

SEC. 319. ANALYSIS OF ALTERNATIVES FOR BAT-
TLEFIELD STORAGE AND DISTRIBU-
TION OF ELECTRIC POWER.

(a) ANALYSIS.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the Army shall conduct an analysis of
potential alternatives to systems for the storage
and distribution of electric power, for prospec-
tive use by the Army on the battlefield or in
other austere environments.

(b) SCOPE.—

(1) STUDY GUIDANCE.—In conducting the anal-
ysis of potential alternatives under subsection
(a), the Secretary shall develop study guidance
under which such analysis is required to include
for consideration as such potential alternatives
the full range of military and commercially

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

available capabilities for the storage and dis-
tribution of electric power.

(2) OTHER CONSIDERATIONS.—The Secretary
shall ensure that, for each potential alternative
analyzed pursuant to subsection (a), such anal-
ysis includes a detailed evaluation of the cost
and capabilities thereof, including with respect
to the following:

(A) The per-unit cost of the potential alter-
native.

(B) The mobility of the potential alternative.

(C) The capability of the potential alternative
to store and distribute electric power necessary
for the charging of soldier-worn devices of mem-
bers of the Army on the battlefield.

(D) The capability of the potential alternative
to store electric power for, or distribute electric
power to, multiple systems (including through a
network or microgrid), to sustain tactical com-
mand posts.

(E) Any other capabilities the Secretary deter-
mines necessary to meet operational require-
ments.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after the
date on which the Secretary completes the anal-
ysis under subsection (a), the Secretary shall
submit to the congressional defense committees a
report containing the following:

(1) The results of such analysis, including the
results of—

(A) consideration of the full range of capabili-
ties specified in subsection (b)(1); and

(B) the evaluations required under subsection
(0)(2).

(2) An assessment of the types of analyses the
Secretary conducted under this section to deter-
mine the costs and benefits associated with the
prospective use by the Army on the battlefield or
in other austere environments of commercially
available potential alternatives referred to in
subsection (b)(1), including—

(A) an identification of whether, and to what
extent, the Secretary—

(i) conducted such analyses using best prac-
tices;

(ii) fully addressed concerns with such pro-
spective use relating to acquisition, operational
requirements, or user communities; and

(iii) evaluated such prospective use based on
total cost, capabilities, and interoperability with
existing or planned systems of the Army; and

(B) a description of how the Secretary—

(i) determined the requirements applicable to
such commercially available potential alter-
natives (including pursuant to subsection
(b)(2)(E)); and

(ii) evaluated the cost of, delivery and oper-
ability schedule of, risks posed by, and other
considerations (including those listed in sub-
section (b)(2)) relating to each such potential al-
ternative.

(d) MICROGRID DEFINED.—In this section, the
term ‘“‘microgrid’’ has the meaning given that
term in section 323 of the James M. Inhofe Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263).

Subtitle C—Treatment of Perfluoroalkyl
Substances and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances
SEC. 331. IMPROVEMENTS RELATING TO EXPO-
SURES TO PERFLUOROALKYL AND

POLYFLUOROALKYL SUBSTANCES.

(a) INCLUSION OF EXPOSURE TO
PERFLUOROALKYL AND POLYFLUOROALKYL SUB-
STANCES AS PART OF PERIODIC HEALTH ASSESS-
MENTS AD DEPLOYMENT ASSESSMENTS.—

(1) PERIODIC HEALTH ASSESSMENTS.—The Sec-
retary of Defense shall ensure that any periodic
health assessment provided to a member of the
Armed Forces includes an evaluation of whether
the member has been—

(4) based or stationed at a military installa-
tion identified by the Department of Defense as
a location with a known or suspected release of
perfluoroalkyl substances or polyfluoroalkyl
substances during the period in which the mem-
ber was based or stationed at the military instal-
lation; or
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(B) exposed to such substances, including by
evaluating any information in the health record
of the member.

2) DEPLOYMENT ASSESSMENTS.—Section
1074f(b)(2) of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subparagraph:

‘““(E) An assessment of whether the member
was—

“(i) based or stationed at a military installa-
tion identified by the Department as a location
with a known or suspected release of
perfluoroalkyl substances or polyfluoroalkyl
substances during the period in which the mem-
ber was based or stationed at the military instal-
lation; or

“‘(ii) exposed to such substances, including by
assessing any information in the health record
of the member.”’.

(b) PROVISION OF BLOOD TESTING TO DETER-
MINE EXPOSURE TO PERFLUOROALKYL SUB-
STANCES OR POLYFLUOROALKYL SUBSTANCES.—

(1) PROVISION.—If a covered evaluation of a
member of the Armed Forces results in a positive
determination  of potential exposure to
perfluoroalkyl substances or polyfluoroalkyl
substances, the Secretary of Defense shall pro-
vide to that member, during that covered eval-
uation, blood testing to determine and document
potential exposure to such substances.

(2) INCLUSION IN HEALTH RECORD.—The results
of blood testing of a member of the Armed Forces
conducted wunder paragraph (1) shall be in-
cluded in the health record of the member.

(¢) DOCUMENTATION OF EXPOSURE
PERFLUOROALKYL SUBSTANCES
POLYFLUOROALKYL SUBSTANCES.—

(1) REGISTRY.—

(A) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall establish a registry of members of the
Armed Forces who have been exposed to, or are
suspected to have been exposed to,
perfluoroalkyl substances or polyfluoroalkyl
substances.

(B) INCLUSION IN REGISTRY.—The Secretary
shall include a member of the Armed Forces in
the registry established under subparagraph (A)
if a covered evaluation of the member estab-
lishes that the member—

(i) was based or stationed at a location identi-
fied by the Department of Defense as a location
with a known or suspected release of
perfluoroalkyl substances or polyfluoroalkyl
substances during the period in which the mem-
ber was based or stationed at the location; or

(i1) was exposed to such substances.

(C) BLOOD TESTING.—The results of any blood
test conducted under subsection (b)(1) shall be
included in the registry established under sub-
paragraph (A) for any member of the Armed
Forces included in the registry.

(D) ELECTION.—A member of the Armed Forces
may elect not to be included in the registry es-
tablished under subparagraph (A).

(2) PROVISION OF INFORMATION.—The Sec-
retary of Defense shall provide to a member of
the Armed Forces additional information on
perfluoroalkyl substances and polyfluoroalkyl
substances and the potential impact of exposure
to such substances if a covered evaluation of
such member establishes that the member—

(4) was based or stationed at a location iden-
tified by the Department of Defense as a loca-
tion with a known or suspected release of
perfluoroalkyl substances or polyfluoroalkyl
substances during the period in which the mem-
ber was based or stationed at the location; or

(B) was exposed to such substances.

(3) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
subsection may be construed to preclude eligi-
bility of a veteran for benefits under the laws
administered by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs by reason of the exposure of the veteran to
perfluoroalkyl substances or polyfluoroalkyl
substances not being recorded in a covered eval-
uation.

(d) COVERED EVALUATION DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘covered evaluation’ means
the following:

TO
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(1) A periodic health assessment conducted in
accordance with subsection (a)(1).

(2) A deployment assessment conducted under
section 1074f(b)(2) of title 10, United States
Code, as amended by subsection (a)(2).

SEC. 332. PRIZES FOR DEVELOPMENT OF TECH-
NOLOGY FOR THERMAL DESTRUC-
TION OF PERFLUOROALKYL SUB-
STANCES OR POLYFLUOROALKYL
SUBSTANCES.

(a) PRIZES.—Section 330 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021
(Public Law 116-283; 10 U.S.C. 2661 note prec.),
as amended by section 343 of the James M.
Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263; 136 Stat.
2530), is further amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by adding at the end the
following new paragraph:

“(3) Technology for the thermal destruction of
perfluoroalkyl substances or polyfluoroalkyl
substances.”’; and

(2) in subsection (g), by striking ‘‘October 1,
2024’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2026°.

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Department of Defense for fiscal year 2024
$1,000,000 to carry out this section.

SEC. 333. RESTRICTION ON DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE ACQUISITION OF COVERED
ITEMS CONTAINING OR PRODUCED
USING CERTAIN SUBSTANCES.

(a) MODIFICATION.—Section 333 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal

Year 2021 (Public Law 116-283; 10 U.S.C. 3062
note; 134 Stat. 3531) is amended to read as fol-
lows:

“SEC. 333. RESTRICTION ON DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE ACQUISITION OF COVERED
ITEMS CONTAINING OR PRODUCED
USING CERTAIN SUBSTANCES.

““(a) PROHIBITION BEGINNING APRIL 1, 2023.—

‘““(1) PROHIBITION.—During the period begin-
ning on April 1, 2023, and ending on April 1,
2025, the Secretary of Defense may not acquire
any covered item that contains perfluorooctane
sulfonate (PFOS) or perfluorooctanoic acid
(PFOA).

“(2) COVERED ITEM DEFINED.—In this sub-
section, the term ‘covered item’ means—

‘““(A) nonstick cookware or cooking utensils
for use in galleys or dining facilities; and

‘““(B) upholstered furniture, carpets, and rugs
that have been treated with stain-resistant coat-
ings.

““(b) PROHIBITION BEGINNING APRIL 1, 2025.—

‘(1) PROHIBITION.—Beginning on April 1,
2025, the Secretary of Defense may not acquire
any covered item that contains or is produced
using any of the following:

“(A) Perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS).

‘““(B) Perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA).

“(C) Perfluorobutane sulfonate (PFBS).

‘(D) Perfluorobutanoic acid (PFBA).

‘““(E) Perfluorohexanoic acid (PFHxA).

‘“(F) Perfluoroheptanoic acid (PFHpA).

‘“(G) Perfluorohexanesulfonic acid (PFHxS).

‘““(H) Perfluoroheptane sulfonic acid (PFHpS).

““(I) Perfluorononanoic acid (PFNA).

““(J) Perfluorodecanoic Acid (PFDA).

‘“(K) Perfluoroundecanoic acid (PFUnA).

“(L) Perfluorododecanoic acid (PFDoDA).

‘(M) Perfluorooctanesulfonamide (PFOSA or
FOSA).

‘““(N) Hexafluoropropylene
Dimer Acid (GenX).

““(2) IMPLEMENTATION.—In carrying out this
subsection, the Secretary shall include the pro-
hibition under paragraph (1) as a term in any
contract or other agreement entered into on or
after April 1, 2025, by the Secretary for the ac-
quisition of a covered item.

““(3) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
subsection shall be construed as—

““(A) requiring the disposal of, or otherwise af-
fecting, covered items acquired by the Secretary
of Defense prior to April 1, 2025; or

‘““(B) imposing an obligation on the Secretary
to test covered items to confirm the absence of
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perfluoroalkyl substances or polyfluoroalkyl

substances.

““(4) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

“(A) The term ‘covered item’ means—

‘(i) mon-stick cookware or food service ware
for use in galleys or dining facilities;

““(ii) food packaging materials;

“(iii) cleaning products, including floor
wazxes;

“(iv) carpeting;

“(v) rugs, curtains, or upholstered furniture;

“(vi) sunscreen;

“(vii) shoes and clothing for which treatment
with a perfluoroalkyl substance or
polyfluoroalkyl substance is not mecessary for
an essential function; and

“‘(viii) such other items as may be determined
by the Secretary.

‘““‘B) The term ‘perfluoroalkyl substance’
means a man-made chemical of which all of the
carbon atoms are fully fluorinated carbon
atoms.

““(C) The term ‘polyfluoroalkyl substance’
means a man-made chemical containing at least
one fully fluorinated carbon atom and at least
one nonfluorinated carbon atom.”’.

(b) ANNUAL REPORTS.—

(1) REPORTS.—Not later than 270 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally thereafter, the Secretary of Defense shall
submit to the Committees on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives and the Senate a
report containing a detailed description of the
following:

(A) Steps taken to identify covered items ac-
quired by the Secretary of Defense that contain
or are produced using perfluoroalkyl substances
or polyfluoroalkyl substances.

(B) Steps taken to limit the acquisition by the
Secretary of covered items that contain or are
produced using perfluoroalkyl substances or
polyfluoroalkyl substances.

(C) Planned steps of the Secretary to limit the
acquisition of covered items that contain or are
produced using perfluoroalkyl substances or
polyfluoroalkyl substances.

(2) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection, the terms
“‘covered item’’, ‘‘perfluoroalkyl substance’’,
and ‘‘polyfluoroalkyl substance” have the
meanings given those terms in section 333(b) of
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2021 (Public Law 116-283; 10 U.S.C.
3062 note; 134 Stat. 3531), as amended by sub-
section (a).

Subtitle D—Logistics and Sustainment

SEC. 341. REPEAL OF COMPTROLLER GENERAL
REVIEW REQUIREMENT RELATING
TO CORE LOGISTICS CAPABILITIES.

Section 2464(e) of title 10, United States Code,
is repealed.

SEC. 342. DISAGGREGATION OF CERTAIN INFOR-
MATION IN ANNUAL REPORT RELAT-
ING TO PERFORMANCE OF DEPOT-
LEVEL MAINTENANCE.

Section 2466(d)(1) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by inserting ‘, including an
analysis of such information disaggregated by
depot’ after ‘‘sectors’.

SEC. 343. FOREIGN MILITARY SALES EXCLUSION
IN CALCULATION FOR CERTAIN
WORKLOAD CARRYOVER OF DEPART-
MENT OF ARMY.

Section 377 of the James M. Inhofe National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023
(Public Law 117-263; 136 Stat. 2542; 10 U.S.C.
2476 note) is amended by striking ‘‘that applies”
and inserting ‘‘that—"

“(1) applies a material end of period exclu-
sion; and

“(2) excludes from the calculated carryover
amount the proceeds of any foreign military
sale.”.

SEC. 344. MATTERS RELATING TO BRIEFINGS ON
SHIPYARD INFRASTRUCTURE OPTI-
MIZATION PROGRAM OF THE NAVY.

(a) MODIFICATION TO BRIEFING REQUIRE-
MENT.—Section 355(b)(2) of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (Public
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Law 117-81; 10 U.S.C. 8013 note) is amended by
adding at the end the following new subpara-
graph:

“(D) A risk analysis of how the schedule for
such project affects the availability schedule for
submarines and aircraft carriers, including the
following:

‘(i) A timeline for the completion of such
project, including construction dates and dates
of planned maintenance at each shipyard under
such project.

‘“‘(ii) Contingency maintenance plans if such
project is delayed, including any backup loca-
tion for maintenance availabilities determined
by the Chief Naval Officer and any resulting al-
teration in plans or schedules for maintenance.

““(iii) The effect on public shipyards should a
delay to such project result in the implementa-
tion of a contingency plan pursuant to clause
(ii), including the effect on the workforce and
workload capacity at the public shipyard with
respect to which such project is conducted.

“(iv) A cost-benefit analysis of the potential
for private shipyards to assist with such work-
load should such project be delayed, including
an identification of any gaps in the capability
of private shipyards to conduct the maintenance
described in clause (ii).

“(v) An assessment of whether greater flexi-
bilities in authorities are mnecessary to better
support fleet maintenance needs and the Ship-
yard Infrastructure Optimization Program.’’.

(b) BRIEFING ON IMPLEMENTATION STATUS.—
Not later than February 1, 2024, the Secretary of
the Navy shall provide to the congressional de-
fense committees a briefing on the status of the
implementation of the Shipyard Infrastructure
Optimization Program of the Department of the
Navy. Such briefing shall include, with respect
to each covered project, the information speci-
fied in each of subparagraphs (A) through (D)
of section 355(b)(2) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022, as amended
by subsection (a).

SEC. 345. PILOT PROGRAM ON OPTIMIZATION OF
AERIAL REFUELING AND FUEL MAN-
AGEMENT IN CONTESTED LOGISTICS
ENVIRONMENTS THROUGH USE OF
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.

(a) PILOT PROGRAM.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Chief Digital and Artificial Intelligence Officer
of the Department of Defense, in collaboration
with the Under Secretary of Defense for Acqui-
sition and Sustainment and the Chief of Staff of
the Air Force, shall commence a pilot program
to optimize the logistics of aerial refueling and
fuel management in the context of contested lo-
gistics environments through the use of ad-
vanced digital technologies and artificial intel-
ligence.

(b) OBJECTIVES.—The objectives of the pilot
program under subsection (a) shall include the
following:

(1) Assessing the feasibility and effectiveness
of artificial intelligence-driven approaches in
enhancing aerial refueling operations and fuel
management processes.

(2) Identifying opportunities to reduce fuel
consumption, decrease operational costs, and
minimize the environmental impact of fuel man-
agement while maintaining military readiness.

(3) Evaluating the interoperability and com-
patibility of artificial intelligence-enabled Ssys-
tems with the existing logistics infrastructure of
the Department of Defense.

(4) Enhancing situational awareness and de-
cision-making capabilities through real-time
data analysis and predictive modeling.

(5) Addressing potential challenges and risks
associated with the integration of artificial in-
telligence and other advanced digital tech-
nologies, including challenges and risks involv-
ing cybersecurity concerns.

(c) COORDINATION AND CONSULTATION.—In
carrying out the pilot program under subsection
(a), the Chief Digital and Artificial Intelligence
Officer shall—
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(1) coordinate the activities carried out under
such pilot program with the Commander of the
United States Transportation Command and the
Commander of the United States Indo-Pacific
Command, to ensure such pilot program aligns
with existing operational requirements; and

(2) seek to consult with relevant experts in the
fields of artificial intelligence, logistics, avia-
tion, and fuel management.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 270 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Chief Dig-
ital and Artificial Intelligence Officer shall sub-
mit to the Committees on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives and the Senate a re-
port on the initial findings and planned future
activities of the pilot program under subsection
(a). Such report shall include an assessment of
the potential operational efficiencies and bene-
fits derived from the artificial intelligence-driv-
en approaches employed under such pilot pro-
gram.

(e) TERMINATION.—The authority to conduct
the pilot program under subsection (a) shall ter-
minate on January 1, 2027.

SEC. 346. LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS PENDING QUARTERLY BRIEF-
ING ON AVAILABILITY OF AMPHIB-
IOUS WARSHIPS.

(a) LIMITATION.—Of the funds authorized to
be appropriated by this Act or otherwise made
available for fiscal year 2024 for Administration
and Servicewide Activities, Operation and
Maintenance, Navy, not more than 50 percent
may be obligated or expended until a period of
30 days has elapsed following the date on which
the Secretary of the Navy provides the first
briefing required under subsection (b).

(b) QUARTERLY BRIEFINGS REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and once
every 90 days thereafter until September 30,
2026, the Secretary of the Navy shall provide to
the congressional defense committees a briefing
on the operational status of the amphibious
warship fleet of the Armed Forces.

(2) ELEMENTS.—Each briefing under para-
graph (1) shall include, with respect to each am-
phibious warship, the following:

(A) The average operational availability of
the amphibious warship during the 90-day pe-
riod preceding the date of the briefing.

(B) The number of days the amphibious war-
ship was underway during such period for the
following purposes (disaggregated by purpose):

(i) Training for the purpose of supporting mis-
sion essential tasks of the Marine Corps, includ-
ing—

(1) unit-level well-deck or flight-deck oper-
ations training of the Marine Corps; and

(I1) integrated training for Amphibious Ready
Groups and Marine Expeditionary Unit.

(ii) Deployment (not inclusive of scheduled or
unscheduled in-port maintenance).

(C) The expected completion date for any
maintenance for the amphibious warship that is
in progress as of the date of the briefing, includ-
ing scheduled and unscheduled maintenance.

(D) An update on any delays in the comple-
tion of such scheduled or unscheduled mainte-
nance, and on any casualty reports, of the am-
phibious warship, affecting—

(i) scheduled wunit-level well-deck or flight-
deck operations training of the Marine Corps;

(ii) scheduled mission essential task certifi-
cations of the Marine Corps, including with re-
spect to mobility, communications, amphibious
well-deck operations, aviation operations, and
warfare training,; or

(iii) the composition, or deployment dates, of
Amphibious Ready Group-Marine Expeditionary
Units that are deployed or scheduled to be de-
ployed.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “‘amphibious warship’ means a
ship that is included in the battle force inven-
tory of the Department of the Navy in accord-
ance with the instruction from the Secretary of
the Navy published on June 28, 2022, titled
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“General Guidance for the Classification of
Naval Vessels and Battle Force Ship Counting
Procedures” (SECNAVINST 5030.8), or any suc-
cessor instruction, and is classified pursuant to
such instruction as—

(A) a general purpose amphibious assault
ship;

(B) a multi-purpose amphibious assault ship;

(C) an amphibious transport dock; or

(D) a dock landing ship.

(2) The term ‘‘Amphibious Ready Group-Ma-
rine Expeditionary Unit”’ includes a minimum of
three amphibious warships, of which—

(4) one is a general purpose amphibious as-
sault ship or a multi-purpose amphibious as-
sault ship; and

(B) at least one is an amphibious transport
dock in the Flight I generation.

SEC. 347. REQUIREMENT FOR SECRETARY OF
NAVY TO COMPLETE COMMON READ-
INESS MODELS.

(a) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than December
31, 2025, the Secretary of the Navy shall com-
plete the establishment of common readiness
models for each maritime or aviation major
weapon system of the Department of the Navy.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than March 1, 2024,
the Secretary of the Navy shall submit to the
Committees on Armed Services of the House of
Representatives and the Senate a report that de-
tails the metrics and models used by the Sec-
retary of the Navy for determining the readiness
of each maritime or aviation major weapon Sys-
tem of the Department of the Navy.

(c) ELEMENTS.—The report under subsection
(b) shall include, at a minimum, and with re-
spect to the applicable major weapon system—

(1) detailed information on—

(A) the metrics used by the Secretary of the
Navy to assess the effect of variations in fund-
ing for the system (by dollar amount) on the
readiness of the system, to inform budgetary de-
cisions; and

(B) the modeling capabilities that take into
account and optimize predictive maintenance,
supply, and manpower resources and are used
by the Secretary of the Navy to inform decisions
relating to the readiness of the system; and

(2) an assessment of the extent to which such
metrics and modeling capabilities account for
the detailed requirements and design of the sys-
tem, including by providing for, as appropriate,
interface with the digital thread and digital
twin of the system.

(d) MAJOR WEAPON SYSTEM DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘“‘major weapon system’ has
the meaning given that term in section 3455(f) of
title 10, United States Code.

SEC. 348. PLAN REGARDING CONDITION AND
MAINTENANCE OF PREPOSITIONED
STOCKPILES OF ARMY.

(a) PLAN REQUIRED.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of the Army shall develop a plan to
improve the required inspection procedures for
the prepositioned stockpiles of the Army, for the
purpose of identifying deficiencies and con-
ducting maintenance repairs at levels necessary
to ensure such prepositioned stockpiles are mis-
sion-capable.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than 30 days
after the date on which the Secretary completes
the development of the plan under subsection
(a), and not less frequently than twice each
year thereafter, the Secretary shall inspect the
prepositioned stockpiles of the Army in accord-
ance with the procedures under such plan.

(¢) BRIEFINGS.—

(1) BRIEFING ON PLAN.—Not later than 120
days after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of the Army shall provide to the
congressional defense committees a briefing on
the plan developed under subsection (a).

(2) BRIEFINGS ON STATUS OF PREPOSITIONED
STOCKPILES.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, and every 90
days thereafter, the Secretary of the Army shall
provide to the congressional defense committees
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a briefing on the status and condition of the
prepositioned stockpiles of the Army.
Subtitle E—Reports and Other Matters
SEC. 361. MODIFICATION TO JOINT SAFETY COUN-
CIL.

Title 10, United States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating the second section 184 (re-
lating to the Joint Safety Council) as section
185;

(2) in section 185(d), as so redesignated—

(4) by redesignating paragraphs (7) through
(9) as paragraphs (8) through (10), respectively;

(B) by inserting after paragraph (6) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (7):

“(7) Ensuring each military department has in
place, for the safety management system and
program described in paragraphs (5) and (6), re-
spectively, of that military department—

“(A4) a resolution plan that identifies specific
corrective and preventative actions to address
the causes of mishaps; and

‘“(B) an implementation plan for such system
and program.’’;

(C) in paragraph (8), as redesignated by sub-
paragraph (A), by striking ‘‘the safety manage-
ment systems described in paragraphs (9) and
(10)”’ and inserting ‘‘the safety management sys-
tem and program described in paragraphs (5)
and (6), respectively’’; and

(D) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

‘“(11) Not later than one year after the initial
identification of corrective and preventative ac-
tions by a military department pursuant to a
resolution plan under paragraph (7)(4), and pe-
riodically thereafter, reviewing and validating
each such identified corrective and preventative
action to ensure the action is effective.

‘““(12) Ensuring any related change in meth-
ods, tactics, or procedures necessary for the con-
duct of such identified corrective and preventa-
tive actions have been implemented.’’.

SEC. 362. RECOGNITION OF SERVICE OF MILI-
TARY WORKING DOGS.

Section 1125 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—"
before ‘““The Secretary of Defense’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“(b) RECOGNITION OF SERVICE OF MILITARY
WORKING DOGS.—The Secretary of Defense shall
create a decoration or other appropriate rec-
ognition to recognize military working dogs
under the jurisdiction of the Secretary that are
killed in action or perform an exceptionally mer-
itorious or courageous act in service to the
United States.”’.

SEC. 363. IMPROVEMENTS RELATING TO END-TO-
END TRAVEL MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.

(a) TERMINATION AND REPLACEMENT OF DE-
FENSE TRAVEL SYSTEM.—Except as provided in
subsection (b)—

(1) the Secretary of Defense shall—

(4) terminate the end-to-end travel manage-
ment system of the Department of Defense
known as the ‘‘Defense Travel System’ on De-
cember 31, 2025; and

(B) establish and maintain a program to re-
place the system specified in subparagraph (A)
with a new system for end-to-end travel man-
agement of the Department of Defense (includ-
ing the management of travel related expense
processes) that is a fully integrated commercial
system, for the purpose of improving efficiency
and customer satisfaction with respect to De-
partment travel; and

(2) not later than December 21, 2025, the Sec-
retary of each military department shall com-
plete the transition to the replacement system
specified in paragraph (1)(B), including by en-
suring the enterprise resource planning system
of that military department is integrated into
such replacement system by such date.

(b) WAIVER.—The Secretary of Defense may
issue a waiver for the termination and transi-
tion deadlines under subsection (a) if the Sec-
retary—
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(1) determines such waiver necessary; and

(2) submits to the Committees on Armed Serv-
ices of the House of Representatives and the
Senate a notification and justification of such
determination.

(c) BRIEFINGS.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and every
180 days thereafter until the date on which the
respective requirement has been completed—

(1) the Secretary of Defense shall provide to
the Committees on Armed Services of the House
of Representatives and the Senate a briefing on
the efforts and progress of the Department of
Defense with respect to the requirements under
subsection (a)(1); and

(2) the Secretary of each military department
shall provide to such committees a briefing on
the efforts and progress of that military depart-
ment with respect to the requirements under
subsection (a)(2).

(d) LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS
PENDING BRIEFING.—Of the funds authorized to
be appropriated by this Act or otherwise made
available for fiscal year 2024 for the Defense
Travel Management Office, not more than 20
percent may be obligated or expended until the
date on which the Secretary of Defense provides
to the Committees on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives and the Senate a brief-
ing on the plan of the Secretary to complete the
requirements under subsection (a)(1).

SEC. 364. DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION
PERSONNEL GRADE CAP.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the mili-
tary department concerned may not appoint to,
or otherwise employ in, any position with a
duty described in subsection (b) a military or ci-
vilian employee with a rank or grade in excess
of GS-10 not adjusted for locality.

(b) COVERED DUTIES.—A duty described in
this subsection is the following:

(1) Developing, refining, and implementing di-
versity, equity, and inclusion policy.

(2) Leading working groups and councils to
developing diversity, equity, and inclusion goals
and objectives to measure performance and out-
comes.

(3) Creating and implementing diversity, eq-
uity, and inclusion education, training courses,
and workshops for military and civilian per-
sonnel.

(c) APPLICABILITY TO CURRENT EMPLOYEES.—
Any military or civilian employee appointed to a
position with a duty described in subsection (b)
who holds a rank or grade in excess of that au-
thorized under subsection (a) shall be reassigned
to another position not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 365. PROHIBITION ON ELIMINATION OF
CAISSON PLATOON AND SUPPORT BY
SUCH PLATOON OF MILITARY FU-
NERAL SERVICES AT ARLINGTON NA-
TIONAL CEMETERY.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established in
the Department of the Army an equine unit, to
be known as the Caisson Platoon, assigned to
the 3rd Infantry Regiment of the Army, for the
purpose of conducting military and State funer-
als and for other purposes.

(b) PROHIBITION ON ELIMINATION.—The Sec-
retary of the Army may not eliminate the Cais-
son Platoon of the 3rd Infantry Regiment of the
Army established under subsection (a).

(¢) BRIEFING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and not
less frequently than every 180 days thereafter
until March 31, 2027, the Secretary of the Army
shall provide to the congressional defense com-
mittees a briefing on the health, welfare, and
sustainment of military working equids.

(2) ELEMENTS.—Each briefing under para-
graph (1) shall include the following:

(A) An assessment of the ability of the Caisson
Platoon of the 3rd Infantry Regiment of the
Army to support military funeral operations
within Arlington National Cemetery, including
milestones associated with achieving full oper-
ational capability for the Caisson Platoon.
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(B) An update on the plan of the task force of
the Army on military working equids to pro-
mote, support, and sustain animal health and
welfare.

(C) An update on the plan of such task force
to ensure that support by the Caisson Platoon
of Arlington National Cemetery and State funer-
als is never suspended again.

SEC. 366. ASSESSMENT ON USE OF CERTAIN
AREAS IN SOUTHEASTERN UNITED
STATES FOR TESTING AND TRAIN-
ING IN SUPPORT OF PACIFIC DETER-
RENCE INITIATIVE.

(a) ASSESSMENT.—The Secretary of Defense
shall conduct an assessment of the capacity of
the Department of Defense to routinely train,
test, evaluate, and qualify theater-level oper-
ations in support of the Pacific Deterrence Ini-
tiative using test or training areas located in the
southeastern region of the United States, for the
purpose of increasing the capacity and rate of
force readiness with respect to deterrence and
defense at theater-level distances.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The assessment under Sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) An assumption, for purposes of evaluating
the capacity described in such subsection, that
the Secretary of Defense will conduct at least
one tabletop exercise per fiscal quarter to inform
and advance operationally relevant testing and
training in the Pacific context (across domains),
employing test or training areas located in the
southeastern region of the United States.

(2) An identification of any test or training
area located outside of the area of responsibility
of the United States Indo-Pacific Command
(and in particular, in the southeastern region of
the United States) with the potential to be used
to expand the capacity and persistence of the-
ater-level operations, including any such areas
owned or operated by any Federal department
or agency, State, institution of higher edu-
cation, or commercial entity.

(3) An analysis of the combined capability of
the total test or training areas identified under
paragraph (2) to simulate various public, pri-
vate, and academic initiatives in support of the
Pacific Deterrence Initiative while advancing
military readiness.

(4) An identification of the coordination,
scheduling, reimbursement processes, and other
requirements mecessary for the potential use of
such test or training areas to advance the chal-
lenge of distance in the area of responsibility of
the United States Indo-Pacific Command and
accelerate development in such area or responsi-
bility (across domains).

(5) With respect to missions conducted in the
area of responsibility of the United States Indo-
Pacific Command, an analysis of—

(A) the estimated frequency of use, scheduling
lead time, cost, and other requirements associ-
ated with each test or training area located in
the southeastern region of the United States and
identified under paragraph (2) for purposes of
such missions; and

(B) any other permissions required to increase
force readiness levels using such test or training
areas in support of stated national strategic ob-
jectives.

(6) A review of any test or training areas iden-
tified under paragraph (2) that may enhance ef-
forts of the Department to train at scale and
range, when persistently networked into a live,
virtual and constructive Pacific environment.

(7) An assessment of any cost savings or time
savings that may result from the use of test or
training areas located in the southeastern re-
gion of the United States to advance force readi-
ness with respect to operations in the area of re-
sponsibility of the United States Indo-Pacific
Command.

(8) A recurring assessment of training and op-
erations necessary to fulfill integrate priority
list line items.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment, the Secretary of Defense
shall submit to the Committees on Armed Serv-
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ices of the House of Representatives and the
Senate a report containing the findings of the
assessments under subsection (a).

(d) TEST OR TRAINING AREA DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘test or training area’ in-
cludes any range or other facility that may be
used by the Secretary of Defense for testing or
training purposes.

TITLE IV—MILITARY PERSONNEL
AUTHORIZATIONS
Subtitle A—Active Forces
SEC. 401. END STRENGTHS FOR ACTIVE FORCES.

The Armed Forces are authorized strengths
for active duty personnel as of September 30,
2024, as follows:

(1) The Army, 452,000.

(2) The Navy, 347,000.

(3) The Marine Corps, 172,300.

(4) The Air Force, 324,700.

(5) The Space Force, 9,400.

Subtitle B—Reserve Forces
SEC. 411. END STRENGTHS FOR SELECTED RE-
SERVE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Armed Forces are au-
thorized strengths for Selected Reserve per-
sonnel of the reserve components as of Sep-
tember 30, 2024, as follows:

(1) The Army National Guard of the United
States, 325,000.

(2) The Army Reserve, 174,800.

(3) The Navy Reserve, 57,200.

(4) The Marine Corps Reserve, 33,600.

(5) The Air National Guard of the United
States, 108,400.

(6) The Air Force Reserve, 69,600.

(7) The Coast Guard Reserve, 7,000.

(b) END STRENGTH REDUCTIONS.—The end
strengths prescribed by subsection (a) for the Se-
lected Reserve of any reserve component shall be
proportionately reduced by—

(1) the total authorized strength of units orga-
nized to serve as units of the Selected Reserve of
such component which are on active duty (other
than for training) at the end of the fiscal year;
and

(2) the total number of individual members not
in units organized to serve as units of the Se-
lected Reserve of such component who are on
active duty (other than for training or for un-
satisfactory participation in training) without
their consent at the end of the fiscal year.

(c) END STRENGTH INCREASES.—Whenever
units or individual members of the Selected Re-
serve of any reserve component are released
from active duty during any fiscal year, the end
strength prescribed for such fiscal year for the
Selected Reserve of such reserve component
shall be increased proportionately by the total
authoriced strengths of such units and by the
total number of such individual members.

SEC. 412. END STRENGTHS FOR RESERVES ON AC-
TIVE DUTY IN SUPPORT OF THE RE-
SERVES.

Within the end strengths prescribed in section
411(a), the reserve components of the Armed
Forces are authorized, as of September 30, 2024,
the following number of Reserves to be serving
on full-time active duty or full-time duty, in the
case of members of the National Guard, for the
purpose of organizing, administering, recruiting,
instructing, or training the reserve components:

(1) The Army National Guard of the United
States, 30,845.

(2) The Army Reserve, 16,511.

(3) The Navy Reserve, 10,327.

(4) The Marine Corps Reserve, 2,355.

(5) The Air National Guard of the United
States, 25,713.

(6) The Air Force Reserve, 6,070.

SEC. 413. END STRENGTHS FOR MILITARY TECH-
NICIANS (DUAL STATUS).

The minimum number of military technicians
(dual status) as of the last day of fiscal year
2024 for the reserve components of the Army and
the Air Force (notwithstanding section 129 of
title 10, United States Code) shall be the fol-
lowing:
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(1) For the Army National Guard of the
United States, 22,294.

(2) For the Army Reserve, 7,990.

(3) For the Air National Guard of the United
States, 9,830.

(4) For the Air Force Reserve, 6,882.

SEC. 414. MAXIMUM NUMBER OF RESERVE PER-
SONNEL AUTHORIZED TO BE ON AC-
TIVE DUTY FOR OPERATIONAL SUP-
PORT.

During fiscal year 2024, the maximum number
of members of the reserve components of the
Armed Forces who may be serving at any time
on full-time operational support duty under sec-
tion 115(b) of title 10, United States Code, is the
following:

(1) The Army National Guard of the United
States, 17,000.

(2) The Army Reserve, 13,000.

(3) The Navy Reserve, 6,200.

(4) The Marine Corps Reserve, 3,000.

(5) The Air National Guard of the United
States, 16,000.

(6) The Air Force Reserve, 14,000.

Subtitle C—Authorization of Appropriations
SEC. 421. MILITARY PERSONNEL.

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Funds are hereby authorized to be appropriated
for fiscal year 2024 for the use of the Armed
Forces and other activities and agencies of the
Department of Defense for erpenses, not other-
wise provided for, for military personnel, as
specified in the funding table in section 4401.

(b) CONSTRUCTION OF AUTHORIZATION.—The
authorizcation of appropriations in the sub-
section (a) supersedes any other authorization
of appropriations (definite or indefinite) for
such purpose for fiscal year 2024.

TITLE V—MILITARY PERSONNEL POLICY

Subtitle A—Officer Personnel Policy
SEC. 501. REMOVAL OF EXEMPTION RELATING TO
ATTENDING PHYSICIAN TO THE CON-
GRESS FOR CERTAIN DISTRIBUTION
AND GRADE LIMITATIONS.

Section 525 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by striking subsection (f); and

(2) by redesignating subsection (g) as sub-
section (f).

SEC. 502. NUMBER OF GENERAL OFFICERS AND
FLAG OFFICERS ON ACTIVE DUTY.

(a) INCREASE IN AUTHORIZED STRENGTH FOR
THE SPACE FORCE.—Subsection (a)(5) of section
526a of title 10, United States Code, is amended
in by striking ‘21’ and inserting “25°°.

(b) EXPANSION OF EXCLUSION FOR THE SPACE
FORCE FOR JOINT DUTY REQUIREMENTS.—Sub-
section (b)(2)(E) of such section is amended by
striking “‘6°’ and inserting “10’.

(¢c) TEMPORARY ADDITIONAL JOINT POOL AL-
LOCATION.—Section 501(a)(3) of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017
(Public Law 114-328; 10 U.S.C. 525 note) is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘positions authorized by para-
graph (2)”’ and inserting ‘‘positions designated
under subsection (b)(1) of section 526a of title 10,
United States Code’’; and

(2) by striking ‘30’ and inserting ‘‘22°°.

SEC. 503. PROMOTIONS AND TRANSFERS BE-
TWEEN COMPONENTS OF CERTAIN
ARMED FORCES OR TO OTHER CER-
TAIN ARMED FORCES.

(a) PROMOTION AND TRANSFER OF A WARRANT
OFFICER BETWEEN COMPONENTS OF AN ARMED
FORCE OR TO ANOTHER ARMED FORCE.—Section
578 of title 10, United States Code, is amended
by adding at the end the following new sub-
section:

““(g)(1) Notwithstanding subsection (d), and
subject to regulations prescribed by the Sec-
retary of Defense, in the case of a warrant offi-
cer in a covered armed force who is selected for
promotion by a selection board convened under
this chapter, and who, before the placement of
the warrant officer’s name on the applicable
promotion list, is approved for transfer to an-
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other component of the same covered armed
force or to another covered armed force, the Sec-
retary of the military department concerned
may place the warrant officer’s name on a cor-
responding promotion list of the new component
or covered armed force without regard to the
warrant officer’s competitive category.

“(2) A promotion under this subsection shall
be made pursuant to section 12242 of this title.

“(h) In this section, the term ‘covered armed
force’ means the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air
Force, or Space Force.”’.

(b) OFFICERS TRANSFERRED TO RESERVE AC-
TIVE-STATUS LIST.—Section 624 of such title is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subsections:

“(e)(1) Notwithstanding subsection (a)(2), in
the case of an officer in a covered armed force
who is selected for promotion by a selection
board convened under this chapter, and, prior
to the placement of the officer’s name on the ap-
plicable promotion list, is approved for transfer
to the reserve active-status list of the same cov-
ered armed force or another covered armed
force, the Secretary of the military department
concerned may place the officer’s name on a
corresponding promotion list on the reserve ac-
tive-status list without regard to the officer’s
competitive category.

“(2) An officer’s promotion under this sub-
section shall be made pursuant to section 14308
of this title.

“(f)(1) Notwithstanding subsection (a)(3), in
the case of an officer who (1) is placed on an
all-fully-qualified-officers list, and (2) is subse-
quently approved for transfer to the reserve ac-
tive-status list, the Secretary of the military de-
partment concerned may place the officer’s
name on an appropriate all-fully-qualified-offi-
cers list on the reserve active status list.

“(2) An officer’s promotion under this sub-
section shall be made pursuant to section 14308
of this title.

“(9) In this section, the term ‘covered armed
force’ means the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air
Force, or Space Force.”.

(c) DATE OF RANK.—Section 14308(c) od such
title is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (4); and

(2) by inserting, after paragraph (2), the fol-
lowing new paragraph (3):

“(3) The Secretary of the military department
concerned may adjust the date of rank of an of-
ficer whose name is placed on a reserve active-
status promotion list pursuant to subsection (e)
or (f) of section 624 of this title.”.

SEC. 504. MODIFICATION TO GRADE OF ATTEND-
ING PHYSICIAN TO THE CONGRESS.

Section 715 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended to read as follows:

“§715. Attending Physician to the Congress:

grade

“An officer serving as Attending Physician to
the Congress, while so serving, holds the grade
of 0O-6."".

SEC. 505. VERIFICATION OF THE FINANCIAL INDE-
PENDENCE OF FINANCIAL SERVICES
COUNSELORS IN THE DEPARTMENT
OF DEFENSE.

(a) VERIFICATION OF FINANCIAL INDEPEND-
ENCE.—Section 992 of title 10, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(2)(A)—

(4) in clause (i), by striking “‘and’’ at the end;

(B) in clause (ii)—

(i) by striking ‘“may’’ and inserting ‘‘shall’’;

(ii) by striking ‘‘installation by any means
elected by the Secretary from among the fol-
lowing:”’ and inserting ‘‘installation—"’;

(iii) in subclause (I)—

(I) by striking ‘“‘Through’
“through’’; and

(I1) by striking ‘‘Defense.’”’ and inserting ‘‘De-
fense;”’;

(iv) in subclause (1I)—

(I) by striking ‘‘By contract’
“by contract’’; and

and inserting

and inserting
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(II) by striking ‘“‘Internet.” and inserting
“Internet; or’’; and

(v) in subclause (111)—

(I) by striking “Through’ and inserting

“through’; and

(II) by striking ‘‘counseling.
“‘counseling; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
clause:

“(iti) may mnot provide financial services
through any individual unless such individual
agrees to submit financial disclosures annually
to the Secretary.”’;

(2) in subsection (b)(2)(B), by striking ‘‘instal-
lation by any of the means set forth in subpara-
graph (A)(ii), as elected by the Secretary con-
cerned.” and inserting ‘‘installation in accord-
ance with the requirements established under
subparagraph (A4)(ii) and (iii).”’; and

(3) in subsection (b)(4)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘(A)”
retary’’; and

(B) by inserting at the end the following new
subparagraphs:

‘““(B) In carrying out the requirements of sub-
paragraph (A), the Secretary concerned shall es-
tablish a requirement that each financial serv-
ices counselor under paragraph (2)(4)(i), and
any other individual providing counseling on fi-
nancial services under paragraph (2), submit fi-
nancial disclosures annually to the Secretary.

““(C) The Secretary concerned shall review all
financial disclosures submitted pursuant to sub-
paragraph (B) to ensure the counselor, or the
individual providing counseling, is free from
conflict as required under this paragraph.

‘(D) If the Secretary concerned determines
that a financial services counselor under para-
graph (2)(A)(i), or any other individual pro-
viding counseling on financial services under
paragraph (2), is not free from conflict as re-
quired under this paragraph, the Secretary shall
ensure that the counselor, or the individual pro-
viding counseling, does not provide such serv-
ices until such time as the Secretary determines
that such conflict is resolved.””.

(b) REPORT ON FINANCIAL INDEPENDENCE.—
Not later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, and annually thereafter,
each Secretary concerned shall submit to Con-
gress a report on the percentage of financial
services counselors under paragraph (2)(4)(i) of
section 992(b) of title 10, United States Code (as
amended by subsection (a)), and other individ-
uals providing counseling on financial services
under paragraph (2) of such section (as amend-
ed by subsection (a)) whom the Secretary deter-
mined to be free from conflicts as required under
paragraph (4) of such section (as amended by
subsection (a)).

(c¢) SECRETARY CONCERNED DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘Secretary concerned’ shall
have the meaning given to such term in section
101 of title 10, United States Code.

SEC. 506. RETIRED GRADE FOR THE DIRECTOR OF
ADMISSIONS OF A SERVICE ACAD-
EMY.

(a) UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY.—Sec-
tion 7342 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by inserting *‘, or the Director of Admis-
sions,”” before ‘‘of the United States Military
Academy’’; and

(2) by striking ‘“‘as such a professor’ and in-
serting ‘“in such position’’.

(b) UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY.—Section
8470a(a) of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (2), by inserting “‘and subject
to paragraph (3),” after ‘‘subsection (b),”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(3) Upon retirement, an officer of the Navy
or Marine Corps serving as a permanent pro-
fessor, or the Director of Admissions, of the
United States Naval Academy in the grade of
captain or colonel, and whose service in such
position has been long and distinguished, may,

IR

and inserting

before ‘“‘The Sec-
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in the discretion of the President, be retired in
the grade of rear admiral (lower half) or briga-
dier general.”’.

(c) UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY.—
Section 9342 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘, or the Director of Admis-
sions,”” before ‘“‘of the United States Air Force
Academy’’; and

(2) by striking “‘as such a professor’ and in-
serting ‘‘in such position’’.

SEC. 507. ESTABLISHMENT OF LEGISLATIVE LIAI-
SON OF THE SPACE FORCE.

Chapter 903 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by inserting, after section 9023, the fol-
lowing new section:—

“§9023a. Legislative Liaison of the Space
Force

“(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is a Legislative
Liaison of the Space Force.

‘““(b) FUNCTIONS.—The Legislative Liaison
shall perform legislative affairs functions under
the direction of the Chief of Space Operations.”.
Subtitle B—Reserve Component Management
SEC. 511. GRADES OF CERTAIN CHIEFS OF RE-

SERVE COMPONENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) CHIEF OF ARMY RESERVE.—Section 7038(b)
of title 10, United States Code, is amended by
striking paragraph (4) and inserting the fol-
lowing:

‘““(4) The Chief of Army Reserve, while so serv-
ing, holds the grade of lieutenant general.’’.

(2) CHIEF OF NAVY RESERVE.—Section 8083(b)
of such title is amended by striking paragraph
(4) and inserting the following:

‘“(4) The Chief of Navy Reserve, while so serv-
ing, holds the grade of vice admiral.”.

(3) COMMANDER, MARINE FORCES RESERVE.—
Section 8084(b) of such title is amended by strik-
ing paragraph (4) and inserting the following:

“(4) The Commander, Marine Forces Reserve,
while so serving, holds the grade of lieutenant
general.”.

(4) CHIEF OF AIR FORCE RESERVE.—Section
9038(b) of such title is amended by striking para-
graph (4) and inserting the following:

““(4) The Chief of Air Force Reserve, while so
serving, holds the grade of lieutenant general.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by subsection (a) shall take effect on the day
that is one year after the date of the enactment
of this Act and shall apply to appointments
made after such date.

SEC. 512. REMOVAL OF PROHIBITION ON ACTIVE
DUTY MEMBERS OF THE AIR FORCE
RESERVE POLICY COMMITTEE.

Section 10305 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘not on active duty’ each
place it appears; and

(2) in subsection (c), by inserting ‘‘of the re-
serve components’’ after ‘“‘among the members’.
SEC. 513. REMOVAL OF PROHIBITION ON ACTIVE

DUTY MEMBERS OF THE AIR FORCE
RESERVE POLICY COMMITTEE.

Section 10305 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘not on active duty’ each
place it appears; and

(2) in subsection (c), by inserting ‘‘of the re-
serve components’ after ‘‘among the members’’.
SEC. 514. GRADE OF VICE CHIEF OF THE NA-

TIONAL GUARD BUREAU.

Section 10505 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subsection:

‘““(c) GRADE.—(1) The Vice Chief of the Na-
tional Guard Bureau shall be appointed to serve
in the grade of general.

““(2) The Secretary of Defense shall designate,
pursuant to subsection (b) of section 526 of this
title, the position of Vice Chief of the National
Guard Bureau as one of the general officer and
flag officer positions to be excluded from the
limitations in subsection (a) of such section.”.
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SEC. 515. TRANSFERS OF OFFICERS BETWEEN
THE ACTIVE AND INACTIVE NA-
TIONAL GUARD.

Section 303 of title 32, United States Code, is
amended by inserting after subsection (c) the
following new subsections:

“(d) ARMY NATIONAL GUARD.—Under regula-
tions prescribed by the Secretary of the Army—

“(1) an officer of the Army National Guard
who fills a vacancy in a federally recognized
unit of the Army National Guard may be trans-
ferred from the active Army National Guard to
the inactive Army National Guard;

“(2) an officer of the Army National Guard
transferred to the inactive Army National Guard
pursuant to paragraph (1) may be transferred
from the inactive Army National Guard to the
active Army National Guard to fill a vacancy in
a federally recognized unit;

“(3) a warrant officer of the Army National
Guard who fills a vacancy in a federally recog-
nized unit of the Army National Guard may be
transferred from the active Army National
Guard to the inactive Army National Guard;
and

“(4) a warrant officer of the Army National
Guard transferred to the inactive Army National
Guard pursuant to paragraph (1) may be trans-
ferred from the inactive Army National Guard to
the active Army National Guard to fill a va-
cancy in a federally recognized unit.

““(e) AIR NATIONAL GUARD.—Under regula-
tions prescribed by the Secretary of the Air
Force—

“(1) an officer of the Air National Guard who
fills a vacancy in a federally recognized unit of
the Air National Guard may be transferred from
the active Air National Guard to the inactive
Air National Guard; and

“(2) an officer of the Air National Guard
transferred to the inactive Air National Guard
pursuant to paragraph (1) may be transferred
from the inactive Air National Guard to the ac-
tive Air National Guard to fill a vacancy in a
federally recognized unit.””.

SEC. 516. AUTHORIZATION FOR FIREGUARD PRO-

GRAM.

(a) AUTHORITY.—Chapter 5 of title 32, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following new section:

“§510. Authorization for FireGuard Program

“(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary of De-
fense may use members of the National Guard to
carry out a program to aggregate, analyze, and
assess multi-source remote sensing information
for interagency partnerships in the detection
and monitoring of wildfires, and to support any
emergency response to such wildfires. Such a
program shall be known as the ‘FireGuard Pro-
gram’.

“(b) RESOURCES; LIMITATION.—If the Sec-
retary carries out a program under this section,
the Secretary—

“(1) shall transfer the functions, personnel,
assets, and capabilities of the FireGuard Pro-
gram, in existence on the day before the date of
enactment of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2024, to the FireGuard
Program authorized under this section;

“(2) may direct the Director of the National
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency to provide such
assistance as the Secretary determines necessary
to carry out the FireGuard Program; and

“(3) may not reduce support, or transfer re-
sponsibility for support to an interagency part-
ner, for the FireGuard Program authorized
under this section.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new item:

“510. Authorization for FireGuard Program.’’.

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022
(Public Law 117-81) is amended by striking sec-
tion 515.
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SEC. 517. DESIGNATION OF AT LEAST ONE GEN-
ERAL OFFICER OF THE MARINE
CORPS RESERVE AS A JOINT QUALI-
FIED OFFICER.

The Secretary of Defense shall ensure that at
least one general officer of the Marine Corps Re-
serve is designated as a joint qualified officer.
SEC. 518. REPORT ON FOREIGN DISCLOSURE OF-

FICER AND FOREIGN MILITARY
SALES OFFICER BILLETS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—Congress—

(1) recognizes the critical importance of the
Australia-United Kingdom-United States (here-
inafter referred to as ‘“‘AUKUS”) trilateral
agreement;

(2) believes that appropriate staffing in the
Department of Defense must be committed to en-
suring its success;

(3) finds that more seamless and expedient
transfer of advanced defense technologies both
to and from allies and partners is—

(4) in the national security interest of the
United States; and

(B) critical to ensuring retention of a techno-
logical edge over adversaries;

(4) exhorts the Secretary of Defense to commit
resources to ensuring full-time equivalents and
billets for foreign disclosure officers as well as
foreign military sales officers in the Department
are fully staffed to support the fulsome review
and expedient transfer of defense articles to
AUKUS parties; and

(5) encourages the Secretary of Defense to
priovritize the hiring and retention of individuals
in these roles.

(b) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees a report identi-
fying gaps in the level of staffing necessary to
accomplish AUKUS-related efforts in the De-
partment of Defense, including those described
in subsection (a). The report shall also include—

(1) an assessment of any personnel shortfalls;

(2) a detailed plan for ensuring that existing
positions described in subsection (a) are
prioritized for hiring and retention;

(3) an assessment of future staffing needs to
ensure the noted goal of more rapid technology
transfer to AUKUS parties;

(4) a plan for the implementation of the rec-
ommendations included in the report, including
an explanation of any additional funding, au-
thorities, or organizational changes needed for
the implementation of such recommendations;
and

(5) any other matters determined appropriate
by the Secretary.

Subtitle C—General Service Authorities and
Military Records
SEC. 521. REQUIREMENT TO CLASSIFY CERTAIN
PERSONS AS UNACCOUNTED FOR
FROM WORLD WAR II UNDER CER-
TAIN CONDITIONS.

Section 1509 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (f) as sub-
section (g); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (e), the fol-
lowing new subsection:

“(f) REINVESTIGATION OF CERTAIN REMAINS.—
(1) With respect to a person described in sub-
section (a)(1) whom the designated Agency Di-
rector determined is accounted for, such des-
ignated Agency Director shall determine such
person to be unaccounted for if the identifica-
tion, by a practitioner of an appropriate foren-
sic science, of remains as those of such person,
demonstrated discrepancies.

““(2) Upon request of the primary next of kin
of a person whom the designated Agency Direc-
tor determined unaccounted for pursuant to
paragraph (1), the designated Agency Director
shall—

“(A) exhume the remains of such person; and

‘““(B) direct the senior medical examiner as-
signed or detailed under subsection (b)(2) to in-
vestigate such remains wusing state-of-the-art
technology.”.
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SEC. 522. AUTHORITY TO DESIGNATE CERTAIN
SEPARATED MEMBERS OF THE AIR
FORCE AS HONORARY SEPARATED
MEMBERS OF THE SPACE FORCE.

Chapter 933 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following
new section:

“§9254. Authority to designate certain sepa-
rated members of the Air Force as honorary
separated members of the Space Force
“(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of the Air

Force may prescribe regulations that authorize

an eligible individual to be designated as an

honorary separated member of the Space Force.

An eligible individual so designated may be re-

ferred to as a ‘Legacy Guardian’.

“(b) ELEMENTS.—Regulations prescribed
under this section may include the following ele-
ments:

‘““(1) Eligibility criteria, including applicable
dates of service and constructive service credit,
for designation under this section.

““(2) An application process through which an
eligible individual, or a survivor of a deceased
eligible individual, may apply for such designa-
tion of such eligible individual.

‘“(3) A certificate, approved device, or other
insignia of such designation.

““(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Designation of
an eligible individual under this section shall
not be construed to entitle such eligible indi-
vidual to any benefit in addition to those estab-
lished by this section or pursuant to regulations
prescribed under this section.

“(d) ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUAL DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘eligible individual’ means an
individual—

““(1) whom the Secretary of the Air Force de-
termines served in support of space operations
as a member of the Air Force; and

“(2) who separates (or previously separated)
from the armed forces as a member of the Air
Force.”.

SEC. 523. MILITARY PERSONNEL: RECRUITING;

MERIT-BASED DETERMINATIONS.

(a) RECRUITING.—Not later than September 30,
2024, the Secretary of Defense shall prescribe
regulations that any effort to recruit an indi-
vidual to serve in a covered Armed Force may
not take into account the race or gender of such
individual.

(b) MERIT-BASED DETERMINATIONS.—Not later
than September 30, 2024, the Secretary of De-
fense shall prescribe regulations that, with re-
gards to a military accession, assignment, selec-
tion, or promotion—

(1) a determination shall be made on the basis
of merit in order to advance those individuals
who exhibit the talent and abilities necessary to
promote the national security of the United
States;

(2) a candidate shall be evaluated on the
bases of qualifications, performance, integrity,
fitness, training, and conduct;

(3) no determination may be based on favor-
itism or mepotism; and

(4) no quota may be used.

(c) COVERED ARMED FORCE DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘“‘covered Armed Force’ means
the following:

(1) The Army.

(2) The Navy.

(3) The Marine Corps.

(4) The Air Force.

(5) The Space Force.

SEC. 524. IMPROVEMENTS TO MEDICAL STAND-

ARDS FOR ACCESSION TO CERTAIN
ARMED FORCES.

(a) IMPROVEMENTS.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act, and
every two years thereafter, the Secretary of De-
fense shall—

(1) conduct an assessment of the prescribed
medical standards and medical screening proc-
esses required for the appointment of an indi-
vidual as an officer, or enlistment of an indi-
vidual as a member, in each covered Armed
Force;
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(2) taking into account the findings of such
assessment—

(A) update such standards and processes, as
may be necessary; and

(B) take such steps as may be necessary to im-
prove the waiver process for individuals who do
not meet such prescribed medical standards; and

(3) submit to the Committees on Armed Serv-
ices of the House of Representatives and the
Senate a report containing, with respect to the
most recently conducted assessment under para-
graph (1)—

(A) the findings of that assessment and a de-
scription of the actions carried out pursuant to
paragraph (2); and

(B) recommendations by the Secretary for any
legislative action the Secretary determines nec-
essary to further improve such standards and
processes.

(b) COVERED ARMED FORCE.—In this section,
the term ‘‘covered Armed Force’’ means the
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, or Space
Force.

SEC. 525. PROTECTIONS FOR MEMBERS OF CER-
TAIN ARMED FORCES WHO REFUSE
TO RECEIVE VACCINATIONS
AGAINST COVID-19.

(a) PROHIBITION ON ADVERSE ACTION.—The
Secretary of the military department concerned
may not take any adverse action against a mem-
ber of a covered Armed Force solely on the basis
that such member refuses to receive a vaccina-
tion against COVID-19.

(b) REINSTATEMENT.—

(1) REQUEST; CONSIDERATION.—At the request
of a covered individual during the two years fol-
lowing the date of the involuntary separation of
the covered individual, the Secretary of the mili-
tary department concerned shall consider rein-
stating such covered individual—

(A) as a member of the covered Armed Force
concerned; and

(B) in the grade held by such covered indi-
vidual immediately before the involuntary sepa-
ration of the covered individual.

(2) TREATMENT OF PERIOD BETWEEN SEPARA-
TION AND REINSTATEMENT.—The Secretary of the
military department concerned shall treat the
period of time between the involuntary separa-
tion of a covered individual and the reinstate-
ment of such covered individual under para-
graph (1) as a period of inactivation from active
service under the following provisions of section
710 of title 10, United States Code:

(A) Subsection (b).

(B) Subparagraphs (B) through (D) of para-
graph (2) of subsection (f).

(C) Paragraph (4) of subsection (f).

(D) Subsection (g).

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘covered Armed Force’’ means
the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, or
Space Force.

(2) The term ‘“‘covered individual’ means an
individual involuntarily separated from a cov-
ered Armed Force solely on the basis of the re-
fusal of such individual to receive a vaccination
against COVID-19.

SEC. 526. REVIEWS OF CHARACTERIZATION OF
ADMINISTRATIVE DISCHARGES OF
CERTAIN MEMBERS ON THE BASIS
OF FAILURE TO RECEIVE COVID-19
VACCINE.

(a) MANDATORY REVIEW.—A board established
under section 1553 of title 10, United States
Code, shall grant a request pursuant to such
section to review the characterization of a dis-
charge or dismissal of a former member of a cov-
ered Armed Force if such discharge or dismissal
was solely based on the failure of such former
member to obey a lawful order to receive a vac-
cine for COVID-19.

(b) PRIORITY.—A board described in sub-
section (a) shall consider a request described in
such subsection before any other request on the
docket of such board.

(c) COVERED ARMED FORCE DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘“‘covered Armed Force’’ means
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the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, or

Space Force.

SEC. 527. CERTAIN MEMBERS DISCHARGED OR
DISMISSED ON THE SOLE BASIS OF
FAILURE TO OBEY A LAWFUL ORDER
TO RECEIVE A VACCINE FOR COVID-
19: COMMUNICATION STRATEGY RE-
GARDING REINSTATEMENT PROC-
ESS.

(a) COMMUNICATION STRATEGY REQUIRED.—
Not later than six months after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense,
in coordination with the Secretaries of the mili-
tary departments, shall communicate, to a cov-
ered individual, the current, established, process
by which a covered individual may be reinstated
in the covered Armed Force concerned.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall submit to the Committees
on Armed Services of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate a report on implementation
of the communication strategy under subsection
(a).

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘covered individual’’ means an
individual discharged or dismissed from a cov-
ered Armed Force on the sole basis of failure to
obey a lawful order to receive a vaccine for
COVID-19.

(2) The term ‘‘covered Armed Force’ means
the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, or
Space Force.

SEC. 528. PILOT PROGRAM ON CARDIAC
SCREENINGS FOR MILITARY ACCES-
SIONS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than Sep-
tember 30, 2024, the Secretary of Defense shall
carry out a pilot program to provide an electro-
cardiogram to individuals who undergo military
accession screenings. Each such electrocardio-
gram shall be provided—

(1) on a mandatory basis;

(2) at no cost to the recipient, and

(3) in a facility of the Department of Defense
or by a member or employee of the military
health system.

(b) PURPOSES.—In carrying out the pilot pro-
gram, the Secretary shall—

(1) determine the costs (including protocols
and personnel and equipment for each military
entrance processing station) and benefits to the
Department of providing an electrocardiogram
to every individual who undergoes a military
accession screening;

(2) develop and implement appropriate proc-
esses to assess the long-term impacts of electro-
cardiogram results on military service; and

(3) consult with experts in cardiology to de-
velop appropriate clinical practice guidelines for
cardiac screenings, diagnosis, and treatment.

(c) BRIEFING.—Not later than 180 days after
the date on which the pilot program terminates,
the Secretary shall provide to the Committees on
Armed Services of the Senate and the House of
Representatives a briefing on the pilot program.
Such briefing shall include the following:

(1) The results of all electrocardiograms pro-
vided to individuals under the pilot program—

(A) disaggregated by Armed Force, race, and
gender; and

(B) without any personally identifiable infor-
mation.

(2) The rate of significant cardiac issues de-
tected pursuant to electrocardiograms provided
under the pilot program, disaggregated by
Armed Force, race, and gender.

(3) The number of individuals, if any, who
were disqualified from accession based solely on
the result of an electrocardiogram provided
under the pilot program.

(4) The cost of carrying out the pilot program.

(d) TERMINATION.—The pilot program shall
terminate after three years after its implementa-
tion.
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Subtitle D—Military Justice
SEC. 531. PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN COMMU-
NICATIONS REGARDING COURTS-
MARTIAL.

Section 837 of title 10, United States Code (ar-
ticle 37 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice),
is amended by adding at the end the following
new subsection:

““(e)(1) No court-martial convening authority,
nor any other commanding officer, may provide
a briefing concerning a pending court-martial,
or allegations that may lead to a court-martial,
to any subordinate who may be selected to serve
as a member of such court-martial.

‘““(2) The prohibition in paragraph (1) shall
not apply to a briefing provided in the course of
a court-martial proceeding to a member of the
armed forces who is participating in such pro-
ceeding.”’.

SEC. 532. TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS TO THE UNIFORM CODE OF
MILITARY JUSTICE.

(a) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT RELATING TO
GUILTY PLEAS FOR MURDER.—Section 918 of title
10, United States Code (article 118 of the Uni-
form Code of Military Justice), is amended—

(1) by striking ““he’’ each place it appears and
inserting ‘‘such person’’; and

(2) in the matter following paragraph (4), by
striking the period and inserting ‘‘, unless such
person is otherwise sentenced in accordance
with a plea agreement entered into between the
parties under section 853a of this title (article
23a).”.

(b) TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS RELATING TO THE
MILITARY JUSTICE REFORMS IN THE NATIONAL
DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR
2022.—

(1) ARTICLE 16.—Subsection (c)(2)(A) of section
816 of title 10, United States Code (article 16 of
the Uniform Code of Military Justice), is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘by the convening authority’ .

(2) ARTICLE 25.—Section 825 of title 10, United
States Code (article 25 of the Uniform Code of
Military Justice), is amended—

(4) in subsection (d)—

(i) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘“‘may, after
the findings are announced and before any mat-
ter is presented in the sentencing phase, request,
orally on the record or in writing, sentencing by
members’’ and inserting ‘‘shall be sentenced by
the military judge’’; and

(ii) by amending paragraph (2) to read as fol-
lows:

“(2) In a capital case, if the accused is con-
victed of an offense for which the court-martial
may sentence the accused to death, the accused
shall be sentenced in accordance with section
853(c) of this title (article 53(c)).”’;

(B) in subsection (e)—

(i) in paragraph (1), by striking “him’’ and
inserting ‘‘the member being tried’’; and

(ii) in paragraph (2)—

(1) in the first sentence, by striking ‘‘his opin-
ion”’ and inserting ‘‘the opinion of the con-
vening authority’’; and

(I1) in the second sentence, by striking ‘‘he’’
and inserting ‘‘the member’’; and

(C) in subsection (f) in the second sentence—

(i) by striking ‘‘his authority’ and inserting
‘“the authority of the convening authority’’;
and

(ii) by striking ‘‘his staff judge advocate or
legal officer’” and inserting ‘‘the staff judge ad-
vocate or legal officer of the convening author-
ity”.

(c) AUTHORITY OF SPECIAL TRIAL COUNSEL
WITH RESPECT TO CERTAIN OFFENSES OCCUR-
RING BEFORE EFFECTIVE DATE OF MILITARY JUS-
TICE REFORMS ENACTED IN THE NATIONAL DE-
FENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR
2022.—

(1) AUTHORITY.—Section 824a of title 10,
United States Code, as added by section 531 of
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2022 (Public Law 117-81; 135 Stat.
1692), is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection:
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‘“(d) SPECIAL TRIAL COUNSEL AUTHORITY
OVER CERTAIN OTHER OFFENSES.—

““(1) OFFENSES OCCURRING BEFORE EFFECTIVE
DATE.—A special trial counsel may, at the sole
and exclusive discretion of the special trial
counsel, exercise authority over the following
offenses:

“(A) An offense under section 917a (article
117a), 918 (article 118), section 919 (article 119),
section 920 (article 120), section 920b (article
120b), section 920c (article 120c), section 928b
(article 128b), or the standalone offense of child
pornography punishable under section 934 (arti-
cle 134) of this title that occurred on or before
December 27, 2023.

“(B) An offense under section 925 (article 125),
section 930 (article 130), or section 932 (article
132) of this title that occurred on or after Janu-
ary 1, 2019, and before December 28, 2023.

“(C) An offense under section 925 (article 125)
of this title alleging an act of nonconsensual
sodomy that occurred before January 1, 2019.

““(D) A conspiracy to commit an offense speci-
fied in subparagraph (4), (B), or (C) as punish-
able under section 881 of this title (article 81).

“(E) A solicitation to commit an offense speci-
fied in subparagraph (A), (B), or (C) as punish-
able under section 882 of this title (article 82).

‘“(F) An attempt to commit an offense speci-
fied in subparagraph (4), (B), (C), (D), or (E) as
punishable under section 880 of this title (article
80).

““(2) EFFECT OF EXERCISE OF AUTHORITY.—

“(A) TREATMENT AS COVERED OFFENSE.—If a
special trial counsel exercises authority over an
offense pursuant to paragraph (1), the offense
over which the special trial counsel exercises au-
thority shall be considered a covered offense for
purposes of this chapter.

“(B) KNOWN OR RELATED OFFENSES.—If a spe-
cial trial counsel exercises authority over an of-
fense pursuant to paragraph (1), the special
trial counsel may exercise the authority of the
special trial counsel under subsection (c)(2)(B)
with respect to other offenses described in that
subparagraph without regard to the date on
which the other offenses occur.”’.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT TO EFFECTIVE
DATE.—Section 539C(a) of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (Public
Law 117-81; 10 U.S.C. 801 note) is amended by
striking “‘and shall’”’ and inserting ‘‘and, except
as provided in section 824a(d) of title 10, United
States Code (article 24a(d) of the Uniform Code
of Military Justice), shall’’.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by subsection (b) and subsection (c)(1) shall take
effect immediately after the coming into effect of
the amendments made by part 1 of subtitle D of
title V of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (Public Law 117-81) as
provided in section 539C of that Act (10 U.S.C.
801 note).

SEC. 533. TREATMENT OF CERTAIN RECORDS OF
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS.

(a) GUIDANCE REQUIRED.—The Secretary of
Defense shall develop and implement uniform
guidance providing for the modification of ti-
tling and indexing systems to ensure that a
record identifying a member or former member of
the Armed Forces as the subject of a criminal in-
vestigation is removed from such system if that
member or former member is cleared of wrong-
doing as described in subsection (d).

(b) REVIEW AND DOCUMENTATION.—Not later
than 60 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, each Secretary concerned, pursuant to
the guidance issued by the Secretary of Defense
under subsection (a) and in consultation with
the appropriate Judge Advocate General, shall—

(1) review the titling and indexing systems of
the defense criminal investigative organizations
under the jurisdiction of such Secretary to iden-
tify each record in such system that pertains to
a member or former member of the Armed Forces
who has been cleared of wrongdoing as de-
scribed in subsection (d);
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(2) notify the defense criminal investigative
organization involved of each record identified
under paragraph (1); and

(3) direct the head of the organization to re-
move the record in accordance with subsection
(c).

(c) DEADLINE FOR REMOVAL.—The head of a
defense criminal investigative organization that
receives a notice under subsection (b)(2) with re-
spect to a record in a titling or indexing system
shall ensure that the record is removed from
such system by not later than 30 days after the
date on which the notice is received.

(d) DISPOSITION OF INVESTIGATIONS.—A mem-
ber or former member of the Armed Forces who
is the subject of a criminal investigation shall be
considered to have been cleared of wrongdoing
for purposes of subsection (a) if—

(1) the member or former member is found not
guilty at military or civilian trial for the alleged
offense;

(2) an investigation conducted by defense
criminal investigative organization or another
Federal or civilian law enforcement agency de-
termines that—

(A) the member or former member is not re-
sponsible for the alleged offense; or

(B) was mistakenly identified as a subject;

(3) the alleged offence was addressed through
non-judicial punishment imposed under section
815 of title 10, United States Code (article 15 of
the Uniform Code of Military Justice) and the
involuntary separation of the member was not
required or recommended as part of such pun-
ishment;

(4) the investigation into the alleged offense
has been open for 10 years or more and charges
have not been filed;

(5) the member or former member is pardoned;

(6) the reasons specified for the charges are
unsupported by the evidence of the offense a for
which the member or former member was under
investigation as determined by—

(A) a court-martial or other proceeding
brought under chapter 47 of title 10, United
States Code (the Uniform Code of Military Jus-
tice).

(B) an administrative proceeding within the
Department of Defense or the Armed Force con-
cerned.

(C) a civilian court; or

(7) the Government makes a final determina-
tion not to prosecute the member or former mem-
ber for the criminal offense for which the mem-
ber or former member was under investigation.

(e) PROHIBITION ON INVOLUNTARY SEPARA-
TION.—No member of an Armed Force may be in-
voluntarily separated solely for—

(1) an offense for which the member is cleared
of wrongdoing as described in subsection (d); or

(2) an offense for which the punishment of
separation was not specifically recommended—

(A) by a court-martial under chapter 47 of
title 10, United States Code (the Uniform Code
of Military Justice); or

(B) by a commander pursuant to the com-
mander’s authority to impose non-judicial pun-
ishment under section 815 of such chapter (arti-
cle 15 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice).

(f) EFFECT ON OTHER LAW.—The requirements
of this section are in addition to any require-
ments imposed under section 549 of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023
(Public Law 117-263). This section shall
supercede any provision of section 549 of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263) that is incon-
sistent with this section, but only to the extent
of the inconsistency.

(9) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘defense criminal investigative
organization’’ means—

(A) the Army Criminal Investigation Com-
mand;

(B) the Naval Criminal Investigative Service;

(C) the Air Force Office of Special Investiga-
tions;

(D) the Coast Guard Investigative Service;
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(E) the Defense Criminal Investigative Service;
and

(F) any other organization or element of the
Department of Defense or an Armed Force that
is responsible for conducting criminal investiga-
tions.

(2) The term ‘‘promotion board’ has the
meaning given such term in section 628 of title
10, United States Code.

(3) The term ‘‘Secretary concerned’ has the
meaning given that term in section 101 of title
10, United States Code.

(4) The term ‘‘selection board’ has the mean-
ing given such term in section 1558 of title 10,
United States Code.

(5) The term ‘‘titling and indexing system’
means any database or other records system
used by a defense criminal investigative organi-
zation for purposes of titling and indexing (as
those terms are defined in section 549(g) of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263)), including the
Defense Central Index of Investigations (com-
monly known as ““DCII”’).

SEC. 534. LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR RELOCATION OF ARMY
CID SPECIAL AGENT TRAINING
COURSE.

(a) LIMITATION.—None of the funds author-
ized to be appropriated by this Act or otherwise
made available for fiscal year 2024 for the Army
may be obligated or expended to relocate an
Army CID special agent training course until
each of the requirements specified in paragraphs
(1) and (2) of section 548(a) of the James M.
Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263) have been
met.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the terms
“relocate’” and “Army CID special agent train-
ing course’” have the meanings given those
terms in section 548(b) of the James M. Inhofe
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263).

Subtitle E—Other Legal Matters
SEC. 541. SUPREME COURT REVIEW OF CERTAIN
ACTIONS OF THE UNITED STATES
COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE ARMED
FORCES.

(a) CERTIORARI TO THE UNITED STATES COURT
OF APPEALS FOR THE ARMED FORCES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 1259 of title 28,
United States Code, is amended—

(4) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘“‘or denied’
after “granted’’; and

(B) in paragraph (4), by inserting “or denied”
after “‘granted’’.

(2) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—

(A) TITLE 10.—Section 867a(a) of title 10,
United States Code (article 67a of the Uniform
Code of Military Justice), is amended by striking
“The Supreme Court may not review by a writ
of certiorari under this section any action of the
United States Court of Appeals for the Armed
Forces in refusing to grant a petition for re-
view.” .

(B) TIME FOR APPLICATION FOR WRIT OF CER-
TIORARI.—Section 2101(g) of title 28, United
States Code, is amended to read as follows:

‘““(g) The time for application for a writ of cer-
tiorari to review a decision of the United States
Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces, or the
decision of a Court of Criminal Appeals that the
United States Court of Appeals for the Armed
Forces refuses to grant a petition to review,
shall be as prescribed by rules of the Supreme
Court.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), the
amendments made by subsection (a) shall take
effect upon the expiration of the 180-day period
beginning on the date of the enactment of this
Act and shall apply to any petition granted or
denied by the United States Court of Appeals for
the Armed Forces on or after that effective date.

(2) AUTHORITY TO PRESCRIBE RULES.—The au-
thority of the Supreme Court to prescribe rules
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to carry out section 2101(g) of title 28, United

States Code, as amended by subsection (a)(2)(B)

of this section, shall take effect on the date of

the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 542. STUDY ON REMOVAL OF SEXUAL AS-
SAULT VICTIM ADVOCATES FROM
THE CHAIN OF COMMAND OF VIC-
TIMS.

(a) STUDY.—The Secretary of Defense shall
conduct a study to determine—

(1) the feasibility and advisability of requiring
that any Sexual Assault Victim Advocate as-
signed to a victim under section 1565b of title 10,
United States Code, be from outside the chain of
command of the victim; and

(2) the potential effects of such a requirement
on the ability of the Armed Forces to implement
sexual assault prevention and response pro-
grams.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall submit to the Committees
on Armed Services of the Senate and the House
of Representatives a report on the results of the
study conducted under subsection (a).

Subtitle F—Member Education
SEC. 551. MILITARY EDUCATION FOR SPECIAL OP-
ERATIONS FORCES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 167 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended as follows:

(1) In subsection (e)(2), by adding at the end
the following new subparagraph:

“(K) Providing for the education of members
of the special operations forces at degree-grant-
ing institutions of higher military education.’’.

(2) In subsection (g)—

(4) in paragraph (1), by striking “‘and’’ at the
end;

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking the period at
the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

“(3) joint special operations-peculiar edu-
cation, leader preparation, and leader develop-
ment, including payment of tuition fees for
members attending degree-granting education
programs.’’.

(3) By adding at the end the following new
subsection:

““(‘m) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The term ‘degree-granting institutions of
higher military education’ means—

‘“(A) the professional military
schools;

““(B) the senior level service schools;

“(C) the intermediate level service schools;

‘(D) the joint intermediate level service
school;

“(E) the Naval Postgraduate School;

“(F) the United States Air Force Institute of
Technology; and

“(G) the Service Academies.

“(2) The terms ‘intermediate level service
school’, ‘joint intermediate level service school’,
and ‘senior level service school’ have the mean-
ing given such terms in section 2151 of this title.

“(3) The term ‘professional military education
schools’ means the schools specified in section
2162 of this title.

‘“(4) The term ‘Service Academy’ has the
meaning given such term in section 347 of this
title.

““(5) The term ‘special operations-peculiar
academic education’ means education at degree-
granting institutions of higher military edu-
cation that involves or impacts the United
States Special Operations Command.”’.

(b) AUTHORITY TO EXPEND CERTAIN FUNDS.—
Consistent with such regulations as the Sec-
retary of Defense may prescribe to carry out the
amendments made this section, the Commander
of the United States Special Operations Com-
mand may expend funds appropriated for Major
Force Program 11 for fiscal year 2024 or subse-
quent fiscal years to support special operations-
peculiar academic education at degree-granting
institutions of higher military education.
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SEC. 552. EXPANSION OF INDIVIDUALS ELIGIBLE
TO SERVE AS ADMINISTRATORS AND
INSTRUCTORS IN THE JUNIOR RE-
SERVE OFFICERS’ TRAINING CORPS.

Section 2031 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by striking subsections (e) and (f) and re-
designating subsections (g9) and (h) as sub-
sections (e) and (f), respectively; and

(2) by amending subsection (d) to read as fol-
lows:

‘“(d)(1) Instead of, or in addition to, detailing
officers and noncommissioned officers on active
duty under subsection (c)(1), the Secretary of
the military department concerned may author-
ize qualified institutions to employ, as adminis-
trators and instructors in the program, appli-
cants who are—

““(A) retired officers and noncommissioned of-
ficers whose qualifications are approved by the
Secretary and the institution concerned;

‘““(B) officers and mnoncommissioned officers
who—

‘““(i) have completed at least eight years of
service in the armed forces;

‘“‘(ii) have received honorable discharges mnot
longer than five years before applying for such
employment; and

““(iii) are approved by the Secretary of the
military department concerned and the institu-
tion concerned;

‘“(C) officers and mnoncommissioned officers
who are in an active status; or

“(D) officers and noncommissioned officers—

‘(i) who are under 60 years of age;

““(ii) who but for age, would be eligible for re-
tired pay for non-regular service under Section
12731 of this title; and

““(iii) whose qualifications are approved by
the Secretary of the military department con-
cerned and the institution concerned.

““(2) Employment under this subsection shall
be subject to the following conditions:

‘““(A) The Secretary of Defense shall prescribe
a joint service instructor pay scale system to pay
administrators and instructors employed under
this subsection.

‘““(B) Subject to subparagraph (C), the Sec-
retary of the military department concerned
shall pay to an institution that employs an ad-
ministrator or instructor under this subsection
an amount equal to one-half of the pay paid by
the Secretary of the military department con-
cerned to such individual for any period.

““(C) The Secretary of the military department
concerned may pay the institution more than
the amount set forth in subparagraph (B) if the
Secretary concerned determines that—

‘(i) the institution is in an educationally and
economically deprived area; and

““(ii) such action is in the national interest.

‘““(D) Payments by the Secretary of the mili-
tary department concerned wunder this sub-
section shall be made from funds appropriated
for such purpose.

‘““(E) The Secretary of the military department
concerned may require an individual employed
under this subsection to transfer to the Indi-
vidual Ready Reserve.’’.

SEC. 553. PROHIBITION OF ESTABLISHMENT OR
MAINTENANCE OF A UNIT OF THE
JUNIOR RESERVE OFFICERS’ TRAIN-
ING CORPS AT AN EDUCATIONAL IN-
STITUTION OWNED, OPERATED, OR
CONTROLLED BY THE CHINESE COM-
MUNIST PARTY.

Section 2031 of title 10, United States Code, as
amended by section 552, is further amended by
adding at the end the following new subsection:

““(g) No unit may be established or maintained
at an educational institution that is owned, op-
erated, or controlled by a person that—

‘(1) is the People’s Republic of China;

“(2) is a member of the Chinese Communist
Party;

‘“(3) is a member of the People’s Liberation
Army;

‘““(4) is identified by the Secretary of Defense
under section 1260H(a) of the William M. (Mac)
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Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2021 (10 U.S.C. 113 note) as a
Chinese military company;

““(5) is included in the Non-SDN Chinese Mili-
tary-Industrial Complex Companies List pub-
lished by the Department of the Treasury; or

““(6) is owned by or controlled by or is an
agency or instrumentality of any person de-
scribed in paragraphs (1) through (5).”.

SEC. 554. INCLUSION OF ADVANCED RESEARCH
PROGRAMS AT CERTAIN INSTITU-
TIONS OF PROFESSIONAL MILITARY
EDUCATION.

(a) UNITED STATES ARMY COMMAND AND GEN-
ERAL STAFF COLLEGE.—Chapter 751 of title 10,
United States Code is amended by adding at the
end the following new section:

“§7423. Establishment of advanced research
program at the United States Army Com-
mand and General Staff College

“Under regulations prescribed by the Sec-
retary of the Army, the President of the United
States Army Command and General Staff Col-
lege shall establish, within the College, an ad-
vanced research program that examines the
character of mnear-future operational-tactical
warfighting at the high end of the conflict spec-
trum in East Asia. The program shall use
wargaming, operations research, and Ssystems
analysis as the primary methodologies for devel-
oping scenarios for analysis under the pro-
gram.”’.

(b) NAVAL WAR COLLEGE.—Chapter 859 of title
10, United States Code is amended by adding at
the end the following new section:

“§8596. Establishment of advanced research
program at the Naval War College

“Under regulations prescribed by the Sec-
retary of the Navy, the President of the Naval
War College shall establish, within the College,
an advanced research program that examines
the character of near-future operational-tactical
warfighting at the high end of the conflict spec-
trum in East Asia. The program shall use
wargaming, operations research, and Ssystems
analysis as the primary methodologies for devel-
oping scenarios for analysis under the pro-
gram.”’.

(c) AIR UNIVERSITY.—Chapter 951 of title 10,
United States Code is amended by inserting
after section 9420 the following new section:

“§9421. Establishment of advanced research
program at the Air University

“Under regulations prescribed by the Sec-
retary of the Air Force, the Commander of the
Air University shall establish, within the Uni-
versity, an advanced research program that ex-
amines the character of near-future operational-
tactical warfighting at the high end of the con-
flict spectrum in East Asia. The program shall
use wargaming, operations research, and sys-
tems analysis as the primary methodologies for
developing scenarios for analysis under the pro-
gram.”’.

(d) ANNUAL BRIEFINGS.—Not later than Feb-
ruary 1 of each year, the President of the
United States Army Command and General Staff
College, the President of the Naval War College,
and the Commander of the Air University shall
each provide to the Committees on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives a briefing on wargaming outcomes and
force structure recommendations resulting from
activities conducted under the advanced re-
search programs established under sections 7423,
8596, and 9421 of title 10, United States Code, re-
spectively.

SEC. 555. PILOT PROGRAM FOR ENLISTED MEM-
BERS OF THE ARMY AND THE NAVY
TO ATTEND THE NAVAL POST-
GRADUATE SCHOOL.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—During fiscal year 2024,
the Secretaries of the Army and the Navy shall
each implement a pilot program to send enlisted
members of the Army and the Navy, respec-
tively, to earn master’s degrees at NPS, in pro-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

grams determined appropriate by each such Sec-
retary in coordination with the President of
NPS.

(b) ELIGIBILITY.—A member of the Army or
Navy shall be eligible to participate in such a
pilot program on the same bases as a member of
the Marine Corps pursuant to the MCGEP-E
Pilot.

(c) PARTICIPANTS: SELECTION; NUMBER.—The
Secretary concerned shall select a member who
applies to participate in such a pilot program on
the same bases used to select a member of the
Marine Corps pursuant to the MCGEP-E Pilot.
Each Secretary concerned shall select a number
of participants that equals the number of offi-
cers of the Armed Force concerned who attend
NPS at the same time.

(d) PROMOTION OF PILOT PROGRAM.—The Sec-
retary concerned shall promote a pilot program
under this section to encourage members to
apply.

(e) DUTIES OF PARTICIPANTS.—The Secretary
concerned shall ensure that the duties of a mem-
ber selected to participate in such a pilot pro-
gram are performed by another member of the
Armed Force concerned until the participant re-
turns to such duties.

(f) TERMINATION.—Each such pilot program
shall terminate six years after commencement.

(9) REPORT.—Not more than one year after
the completion of a pilot program, each Sec-
retary concerned, in coordination with the Sec-
retary of Defense, shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Armed Services of the House of Rep-
resentatives and Senate a report on the pilot
program. Each such report shall include the fol-
lowing:

(1) The evaluation of the Secretary concerned
of the effects of the pilot program on—

(4) the career trajectories of participants (in-
cluding effects on pay);

(B) retention of participants;

(C) recruitment;

(D) job performance of participants;

(E) merit-based promotions of participants;
and

(F) objectives outlined in the 2022 National
Defense Strategy to modernice the Armed
Forces, spur innovation, and outpace and out-
think adversaries of the United States;

(2) The recommendation of the Secretary con-
cerned regarding whether to make the pilot pro-
gram permanent.

(3) An estimate of funding and any legislation
necessary to make the pilot program permanent.

(4) Other matters the Secretary concerned de-
termines appropriate.

(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “MCGEP-E Pilot”’ means the Fis-
cal Year 2023 Marine Corps Graduate Education
Program — Enlisted Pilot Program.

(2) The term “NPS”’ means the Naval Post-
graduate School.

Subtitle G—Member Training

SEC. 561. INCREASE IN ACCESSION BONUS FOR
NURSE OFFICER CANDIDATES.
Section 2130a(a) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by striking ‘320,000 and inserting
““340,000”’; and

(2) by striking ‘310,000 and inserting
““$20,000”.

SEC. 562. SERVICE ACADEMIES: NUMBERS OF
NOMINATIONS BY MEMBERS OF CON-
GRESS AND APPOINTMENTS BY THE
SECRETARIES OF THE MILITARY DE-
PARTMENTS.

(a) UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY.—Sec-
tion 7442 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a), in the matter following
paragraph (10), by striking ‘10 persons’’ and in-
serting ‘15 persons’’; and

(2) in subsection (b)(5), by striking ‘150"’ and
inserting ‘250°°.

(b) UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY.—Section
8454 of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
ed—
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(1) in subsection (a), in the matter following
paragraph (10), by striking ‘10 persons’ and in-
serting ‘15 persons’’; and

(2) in subsection (b)(5), by striking ‘150’ and
inserting 250°°.

(c) UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY.—
Section 9442 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a), in the matter following
paragraph (10), by striking ‘10 persons’ and in-
serting ‘15 persons’’; and

(2) in subsection (b)(5), by striking ‘150’ and
inserting ‘250°°.

SEC. 563. INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF NOMI-
NEES FROM GUAM TO THE SERVICE
ACADEMIES.

(a) UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY.—Sec-
tion 7442 of title 10, United States Code, as
amended by section 562, is further amended, in
subsection (a)(8), by striking ‘‘Four’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘Five’’.

(b) UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY.—Section
8454 of title 10, United States Code, as amended
by section 562, is further amended, in subsection
(a)(8), by striking ‘“Four’’ and inserting ‘‘Five’’.

(c) UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY.—
Section 9442 of title 10, United States Code, as
amended by section 562, is further amended, in
subsection (a)(8), by striking ‘‘Four’ and insert-
ing ‘“Five’’.

SEC. 564. EXEMPTION OF CADET OR MIDSHIPMAN
WHO REFUSES TO RECEIVE A VAC-
CINATION AGAINST COVID-19 FROM
REQUIREMENT TO REPAY TUITION
AT MILITARY SERVICE ACADEMY.

(a) UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY.—Sec-
tion 7448(f) of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by inserting ‘(1) before ‘A cadet’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

““(2) Paragraph (1) shall not apply to a cadet
or former cadet who does not fulfill the terms of
the agreement as specified under subsection (a),
or the alternative obligation imposed under sub-
section (b), because such cadet or former cadet
was not tendered an appointment as a commis-
sioned officer on the sole basis that the cadet or
former cadet refused to receive a vaccination
against COVID-19.”.

(b) UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY.—Section
8459(f) of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
ed—

(1) by inserting ‘“(1)”’ before ‘A midshipman’’;
and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

““(2) Paragraph (1) shall not apply to a mid-
shipman or former midshipman who does not
fulfill the terms of the agreement as specified
under subsection (a), or the alternative obliga-
tion imposed under subsection (b), because such
midshipman or former midshipman was not ten-
dered an appointment as a commissioned officer
on the sole basis that the midshipman or former
midshipman refused to receive a vaccination
against COVID-19.”.

(c) UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY.—
Section 9448(f) of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by inserting ‘(1) before ‘A cadet’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(2) Paragraph (1) shall not apply to a cadet
or former cadet who does not fulfill the terms of
the agreement as specified under subsection (a),
or the alternative obligation imposed under sub-
section (b), because such cadet or former cadet
was not tendered an appointment as a commis-
sioned officer on the sole basis that the cadet or
former cadet refused to receive a vaccination
against COVID-19.”.

(d) RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY.—The
amendments made by this section shall have ret-
roactive effect and apply to a cadet or mid-
shipman at a military service academy who, on
or after January 1, 2020, was not tendered an
appointment as a commissioned officer in the
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Armed Forces on the sole basis that such cadet
or midshipman refused to receive a vaccination
against COVID-19.

SEC. 565. TRAINING ON THE NATIONAL DEFENSE
STRATEGY FOR MEMBERS OF CER-
TAIN ARMED FORCES.

(a) DEVELOPMENT.—The Secretary of the mili-
tary department concerned shall develop train-
ing to provide, to members of each Armed Force
under the jurisdiction of such Secretary, an un-
classified, comprehensive overview of the Na-
tional Defense Strategy, including—

(1) the security environment facing the United
States as outlined in the National Defense Strat-
egy; and

(2) defense priorities outlined in the National
Defense Strategy.

(b) PROVISION; FREQUENCY.—Such training
shall be provided to a member of the Armed
Forces—

(1) during initial entry training;

(2) at least once a year;

(3) during a period of unit-level professional
military education leadership training; and

(4) at any other time determined by the Sec-
retary of the military department concerned.

(c) SURVEY AND REPORT.—The Director of the
Defense Manpower Data Center shall include in
the annual status of forces survey a survey re-
garding the awareness of members of the Armed
Forces of the mission of the Department of De-
fense in the National Defense Strategy. The re-
sults of such survey—

(1) shall be submitted by the Secretary of De-
fense to the Committees on Armed Services of
the Senate and the House of Representatives in
a report; and

(2) shall be used by the Secretary of a military
department as a benchmark to evaluate and up-
date training developed and provided under this
section.

SEC. 566. PROHIBITION ON USE OF FEDERAL
FUNDS FOR CERTAIN TRAINING OR
EDUCATION THAT PROMOTES CRIT-
ICAL RACE THEORY.

(a) PROHIBITION.—No funds authorized to be
appropriated by this Act may be used to promote
critical race theory—

(1) at a Service Academy;

(2) in training provided to a member of the
Armed Forces; or

(3) in professional military education.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “‘critical race theory’ means the
theory that individuals, by virtue of race, eth-
nicity, color, or national origin, bear collective
guilt and are inherently responsible for actions
committed in the past by other individuals of
such race, ethnicity, color, or national origin.

(2) The term ‘‘Service Academy’ has the
meaning given such term in section 347 of title
10, United States Code.

SEC. 567. SEX-NEUTRAL HIGH FITNESS STAND-
ARDS FOR ARMY CLOSE COMBAT
FORCE MILITARY OCCUPATIONAL
SPECIALTIES.

(a) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of the Army shall implement sex-
neutral fitness standards on the Army Combat
Fitness Test that are enhanced in each tested
category for members in the following military
occupational specialties or areas of concentra-
tion:

(1) 11A.

(2) 11B.

(3) 11C.

(4) 12A.

(5) 12B.

(6) 13A.

(7) 13F.

(8) 18A.

(9) 18B.

(10) 18C.

(11) 18D.

(12) 18E.

(13) 18F.

(14) 18Z.
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(15) 19A.

(16) 19D.

(17) 25C assigned to infantry, calvary, and en-
gineer line companies or troops in brigade com-
bat teams and infantry battalions.

(18) 68W assigned to infantry, calvary, and
engineer line companies or troops in brigade
combat teams and infantry battalions.

(b) BRIEFING.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the Army provide a briefing to the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and
House of Representatives describing the method-
ology used to establish standards under sub-
section (a).

SEC. 568. COSTS OF TRAINING ON CRITICAL RACE
THEORY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than May 1, 2024,
and annually thereafter, the Secretary of De-
fense shall submit to Congress a report on, with
regards to training on critical race theory pro-
vided by the Secretary during the previous cal-
endar year—

(1) the number of hours spent by members of
the Armed Forces and civilian employees of the
Department of Defense; and

(2) total costs to the Department.

(b) CRITICAL RACE THEORY DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘critical race theory’ means
an ideology based on the following premises:

(1) Race is a socially constructed category
that is used to oppress and exploit people of
color.

(2) The law and legal institutions of the
United States are inherently racist insofar as
they function to create and maintain social,
economic, and political inequalities between
whites and nonwhites, especially African Ameri-
cans.

SEC. 569. PUBLICATION OF TRAINING MATERIALS
OF THE DEFENSE EQUAL OPPOR-
TUNITY MANAGEMENT INSTITUTE.

Not later than September 30, 2024, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall publish all materials cre-
ated by the Defense Equal Opportunity Man-
agement Institute for the purpose of training
members of the Armed Forces on the website of
such Institute.

Subtitle H—Member Transition
SEC. 571. AMENDMENTS TO PATHWAYS FOR
COUNSELING IN THE TRANSITION
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.

Section 1142(c)(1) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘Dis-
ability” and inserting ‘‘Potential or confirmed
disability’’; and

(2) in subparagraph (F), by striking “‘Char-
acter” and inserting ‘‘Potential or confirmed
character’’.

SEC. 572. SKILLBRIDGE: STAFFING; BUDGETING;
OUTREACH; REPORT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1143(e) of title 10,
United States Code is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘(A4)”’ before ‘“‘The Secretary
concerned’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

“(B) The Secretary of a military department
shall carry out one or more programs under this
subsection.”’;

(2) by redesignating paragraphs (3) and (4) as
paragraphs (5) and (6), respectively; and

(3) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing new paragraphs:

“(3) To carry out this subsection, the Sec-
retary concerned shall—

“(A) assign not fewer than two full-time
equivalent positions; and

““(B) develop for each fiscal year a funding
plan that includes funding lines across the fu-
ture-years defense program under section 221 of
this title.

““(4) For any program under this subsection,
the Secretary concerned shall, on an annual
basis—

H3271

‘““(A) circulate, to members serving on active
duty under the jurisdiction of such Secretary
concerned, information about the program (in-
cluding eligibility requirements and the applica-
tion process); and

‘““(B) conduct outreach to inform potential em-
ployers about Skillbridge, participating mem-
bers, and how the program operates, and to in-
crease the number of, and types of, employers
that hire program participants.’’.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than March 1, 2024,
the Secretary of a military department shall
submit to the Committees on Armed Services of
the Senate and House of Representatives a re-
port regarding Skillbridge in such military de-
partment (disaggregated by Armed Force, in the
case of the Departments of the Navy and the Air
Force). Such report shall include the following:

(1) The office with primary responsibility for
Skillbridge, including the number of personnel
assigned to Skillbridge in such office.

(2) The anticipated funding amount.

(3) The annual number of participants during
fiscal years 2019 through 2023.

(4) How such Secretary selects members to
participate.

(5) How long it takes for a member to receive
approval to participate.

(6) How many members, disaggregated by
rank, who, after participating, receive a job
offer from a participating employer.

SEC. 573. TROOPS-TO-TEACHERS PROGRAM: EX-
PANSION; EXTENSION.

Section 1154 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(2)—

(4) in subparagraph (A)(ii), by striking *°;
and’’ and inserting a semicolon;

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

“(C) as administrators and instructors of the
Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps under
section 2031(d) of this title.”’;

(2) in subsection (d)—

(4) in paragraph (3)—

(i) by redesignating subparagraph (D) as sub-
paragraph (E); and

(ii) by inserting after subparagraph (C) the
following new subparagraph (D):

‘(D) If a member of the armed forces is apply-
ing for the Program to receive assistance for
placement as an administrator or instructor of
the Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps, the
Secretary shall require the member to meet the
requirements in section 2031(d) of this title.”’;
and

(B) in paragraph (4)(A)(ii)—

(i) by inserting ()"’ before “‘agree’’;

(i) by striking ‘‘; and’ and inserting ‘‘; or
and

(iii) by adding at the end the following new
subclause:

“(II) agree to seek employment as administra-
tors or instructors under the Junior Reserve Of-
ficers’ Training Corps in secondary schools or in
other schools under the jurisdiction of a local
educational agency: and’’;

(3) in subsection (e)—

(4) in paragraph (1)(A)(ii), by inserting “‘ad-
ministrator or instructor of the Junior Reserve
Officers’ Training Corps,”’ before ‘‘or career’’;
and

(B) in paragraph (3)(B)(i), by inserting ‘‘ad-
ministrator or instructor of the Junior Reserve
Officers’ Training Corps,’”’ before “‘or career’’;

(4) in subsection (f)(1)(B), by inserting ‘‘ad-
ministrator or instructor of the Junior Reserve
Officers’ Training Corps,’”’ before ‘‘or career’’;

(5) in subsection (h)(2)(A), by inserting ‘‘ad-
ministrators or instructors of the Junior Reserve
Officers’ Training Corps,’”’ before ‘“‘and career’’;
and

(6) in subsection (k), by striking 2025 and
inserting ‘2027"°.

SEC. 574. REPORT ON THE TRANSITION ASSIST-
ANCE PROGRAM.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than April

1, 2024, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to

i
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the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate
and House of Representatives a report on the ef-
fectiveness, timeliness, and execution of TAP.
The report under this section shall include the
following elements:

(1) The average length of time before separa-
tion when a member of an Armed Force, eligible
for TAP, begins preseparation counseling under
TAP, disaggregated by—

(A) Armed Force; and

(B) whether such member is an enlisted mem-
ber or an officer.

(2) The timeline and plan of action to imple-
ment the recommendations in GAO-23-104538,
December 2022.

(3) Steps the Secretary plans to take, and the
related timeline for such steps, to address the
finding in the report cited in paragraph (2) that
approximately 70 percent of members did not
begin preseparation counseling under TAP at
least one year before separation.

(4) The feasibility of ensuring that, by Janu-
ary 1, 2025, at least 75 percent of members eligi-
ble for TAP begin preseparation counseling
under TAP at least one year before separation.

(5) The feasibility of implementing a pilot pro-
gram to provide grants to non-Federal entities
that provide industry-recognized certifications,
job placement assistance, and related employ-
ment services to members eligible for TAP and
spouses of such members.

(6) The feasibility of a pilot program that
would require the military transition assistance
teams of the Department of Defense to contact a
veteran at least twice during each of the first
three months after the veteran separates from
an Armed Force, regarding—

(A) transition to civilian life, including em-
ployment, access to benefits administered by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, education, and
family life; and

(B) concerns regarding such transition.

(7) Recommendations of the Secretary (includ-
ing legislation) to improve the long-term effec-
tiveness of TAP and the well-being of veterans.

(8) Other information the Secretary deter-
mines mnecessary to provide such Committees
with a comprehensive description of the partici-
pation of the members in TAP and any other
program administered by the Secretary that as-
sists in the transition of members of the Armed
Forces to civilian life.

(b) TAP DEFINED.—In this section, the term
“TAP” means the Transition Assistance Pro-
gram of the Department of Defense under sec-
tions 1142 and 1144 of title 10, United States
Code.

SEC. 575. SKILLBRIDGE: APPRENTICESHIP PRO-
GRAMS.

(a) STUDY.—Not later than September 30, 2024,
the Secretary of Defense, in consultation with
the Secretary of the Department in which the
Coast Guard is operating, shall conduct a study
to identify the private entities participating in
Skillbridge that offer positions in registered ap-
prenticeship programs to covered members.

(b) RECRUITMENT.—The Secretary shall con-
sult with officials and employees of the Depart-
ment of Labor who have experience with reg-
istered apprenticeship programs to facilitate the
Secretary entering into agreements with entities
that offer positions described in subsection (a)
in areas where the Secretary determines few
such positions are available to covered members.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘“‘covered member’’ means a mem-
ber of the Armed Forces eligible for Skillbridge.

(2) The term ‘‘registered apprenticeship pro-
gram’ means an apprenticeship program reg-
istered under the Act of August 16, 1937 (com-
monly known as the ‘““‘National Apprenticeship
Act”’; 50 Stat. 664, chapter 663; 29 U.S.C. 50 et
seq.).

(3) The term ‘‘Skillbridge’ means an employ-
ment skills training program under section
1143(e) of title 10, United States Code.
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SEC. 576. FEMALE MEMBERS OF CERTAIN ARMED
FORCES AND CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
IN STEM.

(a) STUDY, REPORT.—Not later than Sep-
tember 30, 2024, the Secretary of Defense shall
submit to the Committees on Armed Services of
the Senate and House of Representatives a re-
port containing the results of a study on how
to—

(1) increase participation of covered individ-
uals in positions in the covered Armed Forces or
Department of Defense and related to STEM;
and

(2) change Skillbridge to help covered individ-
uals eligible for Skillbridge find civilian employ-
ment in positions related to STEM.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘covered Armed Force’’ means
the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, or
Space Force.

(2) The term “‘covered individual’ means a fe-
male—

(A) member of a covered Armed Force; or

(B) civilian employee of the Department of
Defense.

(3) The term *‘Skillbridge’ means an employ-
ment skills training program under section
1143(e) of title 10, United States Code.

(4) The term “STEM’ means science, tech-
nology, engineering, and mathematics.

SEC. 577. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE REPORT ON
THIRD-PARTY JOB SEARCH TECH-
NOLOGY.

Not later than 180 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense
shall submit to Congress a report on potential
partnership opportunities with companies that
provide third-party job search digital solutions
to assist active duty service members and vet-
erans up to two years post-separation from the
military find employment following their active
duty service. Such report shall include the po-
tential use and effectiveness of any such part-
nerships.

Subtitle I—Decorations and Awards
SEC. 581. EXTENSION OF TIME TO REVIEW WORLD
WAR I VALOR MEDALS.

(a) EXTENSION.—Section 584(f) of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020
(Public Law 116-92; 10 U.S.C. 7271 note) is
amended by striking ‘‘six”’ and inserting
“eight”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) shall take effect as if enacted
on the date of the enactment of such Act.

SEC. 582. AUTHORIZATION FOR AWARD OF THE
MEDAL OF HONOR TO MARCELINO
SERNA FOR ACTS OF VALOR DURING
WORLD WAR 1.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Notwithstanding the
time limitations specified in section 7274 of title
10, United States Code, or any other time limita-
tion with respect to the awarding of certain
medals to persons who served in the Armed
Forces, the President may posthumously award
the Medal of Honor under section 7272 of such
title to Marcelino Serna for the acts of valor de-
scribed in the subsection (b).

(b) ACTS OF VALOR DESCRIBED.—The acts of
valor described in this subsection are the actions
of Marcelino Serna as a private in the Army
during World War I, for which he was pre-

viously awarded the Distinguished-Service

Cross.

Subtitle J—Other Personnel Matters, Reports,
and Briefings

SEC. 591. ARMED FORCES WORKPLACE SURVEYS.

Subsection (c) of section 481 of title 10, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (3), (4), and
(5) as paragraphs (4), (5), and (6), respectively;
and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

“(3) Indicators of the assault (including un-
wanted sexual contact) that give reason to be-
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lieve that the victim was targeted, or discrimi-

nated against, or both, for a status in a

group.’’.

SEC. 592. ELECTRONIC NOTARIZATION FOR MEM-
BERS OF THE ARMED FORCES.

Section 1044a of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subsection:

“(e)(1) A person named in subsection (b) may
exercise the powers described in subsection (a)
through electronic means, including under cir-
cumstances where the individual with respect to
whom such person is performing the notarial act
is not physically present in the same location as
such person.

‘“(2) A determination of the authenticity of a
notarial act authorized in this section shall be
made without regard to whether the notarial act
was performed through electronic means.

“(3) A log or journal of a notarial act author-
ized in this section shall be considered for evi-
dentiary purposes without regard to whether
the log or journal is in electronic form.”’.

SEC. 593. DUE DATE FOR REPORT ON EFFORTS TO
PREVENT AND RESPOND TO DEATHS
BY SUICIDE IN THE NAVY.

Section 599A(c) of the James M. Inhofe Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263) is amended by
striking ‘180 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act”’ and inserting ‘‘September 30,
2024,

SEC. 594. POSTING OF PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS
FOR THE 988 SUICIDE AND CRISIS
LIFELINE AT MILITARY INSTALLA-
TIONS.

The Secretary of the military department con-
cerned shall post promotional materials (includ-
ing brochures, posters, and informational
sheets) for the 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline at
each military installation under the jurisdiction
of such Secretary.

SEC. 595. PROHIBITION ON DRAG SHOWS AND
DRAG QUEEN STORY HOUR.

None of the funds authorized to be appro-
priated by this Act may be obligated or ex-
pended for a drag show, drag queen story, or
similar event.

SEC. 596. DEFENSE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON DI-
VERSITY AND INCLUSION: REPORT;
SUNSET.

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of Defense shall submit to the Committees on
Armed Services of the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives a report regarding how the Sec-
retary appointed members to the Defense Advi-
sory Committee on Diversity and Inclusion, in-
cluding how the membership was fairly bal-
anced consistent with section 1004(b)(2) of title
5, United States Code.

(b) SUNSET.—Consistent with section
1013(a)(2) of title 5, United States Code, the De-
fense Advisory Committee on Diversity and In-
clusion shall terminate not later than September
19, 2024.

SEC. 597. FORCE STRUCTURE AND PERSONNEL
REQUIREMENTS OF SPECIAL OPER-
ATIONS FORCES: REVIEW; BRIEFING;
REPORT.

(a) REVIEW REQUIRED; ELEMENTS.—Not later
than one year after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the covered officials shall conduct a
coordinated review of force structure and per-
sonnel requirements for special operations forces
under the jurisdictions of the covered officials to
carry out special operations activities regarding
the following:

(1) Operational and campaign plans of the
commander of a combatant command.

(2) The National Defense Strategy of 2022.

(3) The Joint Concept for Competing (dated
February 10, 2023) and any additional relevant
Joint Operating Concepts.

(4) Any Executive orders related to strategic
competition.

(b) BRIEFING.—Not later than 180 days after
the commencement of the review under sub-
section (a), the Secretary of Defense shall brief
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the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate

and House of Representatives on the initial

findings of the review.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after
completion of the review under subsection (a),
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and
House of Representatives a report that includes
the following:

(1) A summary of the findings of the review.

(2) Details of any proposed changes to force
structure and personnel requirements.

(3) The costs associated with any changes
identified in paragraph (2) and the time re-
quired to execute such changes.

(4) If the Secretary proposes a reduction in
special operations forces force structure or per-
sonnel requirements, effects of such reductions
on the ability to carry out plans described in
subsection (a)(1).

(d) PROHIBITION.—The Secretary of Defense
may not make any reduction in force structure,
personnel requirements, or staffing levels to a
special operations force until after the Secretary
submits the report under subsection (c).

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘“‘covered official’’ means the fol-
lowing.

(A) The Secretary of the Army.

(B) The Secretary of the Navy.

(C) The Secretary of the Air Force.

(D) The Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Special Operations and Low-Intensity Conflict.

(E) The Commander of United States Special
Operations Command.

(2) The term ‘‘special operations activities”
means the activities described in section 167(k)
of title 10, United States Code.

(3) The term ‘‘special operations forces’
means the forces described in section 167(j) of
title 10, United States Code.

(4) The term “‘force structure’’, when wused
with respect to an organization, means the type
of organization, the mission of the organization,
the personnel required to operate the organiza-
tion, and the equipment required to execute the
mission of the organization.

SEC. 598. PROHIBITION ON FEDERAL FUNDS FOR
THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
COUNTERING EXTREMISM WORK
GROUP.

No funds authoriced to be appropriated by
this Act may be used to fund the Department of
Defense Countering Extremism Work Group.
SEC. 599. DIGITAL AMBASSADOR PROGRAM OF

THE NAVY: CESSATION; REPORT; RE-
START.

(a) CESSATION.—The Secretary of the Navy
shall cease all activities of the digital ambas-
sador program of the Office of Information of
the Department of the Navy. The Secretary
shall notify each individual designated as a dig-
ital ambassador of such cessation and that the
individual is not authorized to act as a digital
ambassador of the Navy.

(b) RESTART.—The Secretary may not restart
such program until 60 days after the date on
which the Secretary submits to the Committees
on Armed Services of the Senate and House of
Representatives a report containing the fol-
lowing:

(1) All policies and documents of the program.

(2) The number of digital ambassadors des-
ignated.

(3) The process and criteria for such designa-
tion.

(4) The duties of a digital ambassador.

(5) The online platforms (including social
media) on which an individual is authorized
under such program to perform duties of a dig-
ital ambassador.

(6) The determination of the Secretary that
such program complies with applicable laws,
regulations, and guidance.

SEC. 599A. REPORT ON MILITARY ONESOURCE.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter, the Secretary of De-
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fense shall submit to the Committees on Armed
Services of the Senate and House of Representa-
tives a report regarding the Military OneSource
program of the Department of Defense.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report under this section
shall include the following elements:

(1) A history of the program, including origin,
development, and expansion.

(2) An accounting of costs to the Federal Gov-
ernment to operate the program during fiscal
years 2019 through 2023.

(3) Use of the program during fiscal years 2019
through 2023, including—

(A) the total number of individuals who used
the program, disaggregated by whether such use
was through a phone call or the website;

(B) the number of members of the Armed
Forces who  have used the program,
disaggregated by Armed Force, race, gender,
age, marital status, and duty location; and

(C) the most commonly used services offered
through the program.

(4) How records for such usage are kept and
protected.

(5) A list of all services offered through the
program.

(6) The cost of any service to a member.

(7) Services to be added to the program.

(8) Criteria by which services offered through
the program are added or discontinued.

SEC. 599B. STUDY ON SERVICE BY
NEURODIVERGENT INDIVIDUALS IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall seek to enter into an
agreement with a federally funded research and
development center that meets the criteria de-
scribed in subsection (b), under which such cen-
ter shall conduct a study to—

(1) evaluate how the Secretary may maximize
the talent of neurodivergent populations;

(2) determine the extent to which current poli-
cies prevent the contributions of neurodivergent
populations in the Department of Defense; and

(3) develop recommendations for modifying in-
ternal policies and practices of the Department
to improve employment of neurodivergent indi-
viduals in such Department.

(b) FEDERALLY FUNDED RESEARCH AND DEVEL-
OPMENT CENTER.—A federally funded research
and development center described in this sub-
section is such a center that the Secretary deter-
mines—

(1) primarily focus on studies and analysis;

(2) has a record of—

(A) conducting research and analysis using a
multidisciplinary approach; and

(B) publishing analyses to inform public de-
bate; and

(3) demonstrated specific competencies in—

(A) policies regarding military personnel and
readiness, as applied to the national defense
strategy;

(B) personnel assignment policies of the De-
partment of Defense;

(C) evaluating the practices of the civilian
workforce in integrating neurodivergent individ-
uals;

(D) how such practices could be applied to the
military,; and

(E) military recruitment policies.

(c) STUDY.—A federally funded research and
development center that enters into an agree-
ment under subsection (a) shall conduct a com-
prehensive study on the recruitment and per-
sonnel management of neurodivergent individ-
uals who are members of the covered Armed
Forces and civilian employees of the Department
of Defense. Such study shall—

(1) evaluate the diagnostic procedures of the
Department and standards for neurodivergent
conditions, noting any inconsistencies or areas
for improvement;

(2) evaluate how members with neurodivergent
conditions are currently managed by the Secre-
taries of the military departments, including
medical treatments and behavioral strategies;
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(3) evaluate the unique skills and talents that
neurodivergent individuals can bring to the De-
partment of Defense, including in emerging
fields like cyber operations and intelligence; and

(4) identify potential challenges or barriers to
successful inclusion of neurodivergent individ-
uals in such Department.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 12 months after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the center
that conducts the study shall submit to the Sec-
retary of Defense a report containing the fol-
lowing:

(1) The findings of the study under subsection
().

(2) Recommendations for changes to—

(A) the medical evaluation process for initial
accessions; and

(B) evaluations for military occupational spe-
cialty assignments.

(3) Any additional information determined ap-
propriate regarding the improvement by the Sec-
retary of recruitment, management, and reten-
tion of meurodivergent members of the covered
Armed Forces and civilian employees of the De-
partment of Defense.

(e) COVERED ARMED FORCE DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘covered Armed Force’ means
the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, or
Space Force.

TITLE VI—COMPENSATION AND OTHER

PERSONNEL BENEFITS
Subtitle A—Basic Pay, Retired Pay, and Leave
SEC. 601. PARENTAL LEAVE PARITY FOR MEM-
BERS OF CERTAIN RESERVE COMPO-
NENTS OF THE ARMED FORCES.

(a) PARENTAL LEAVE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 40 of title 10, United
States Code, is amended by inserting after sec-
tion 710 the following new section:

“§711. Parental leave for members of certain
reserve components of the armed forces
“(a)(1) Under regulations prescribed by the

Secretary of Defense, a member of a reserve com-
ponent of the armed forces described in sub-
section (b) is allowed parental leave for a dura-
tion of up to 12 inactive-duty training periods,
under section 206 of title 37, during the one-year
period beginning after the following events:

‘““(A) the birth or adoption of a child of the
member and to care for such child; or

‘““(B) the placement of a minor child with the
member for adoption or long-term foster care.

“(2)(A) The Secretary concerned, under uni-
form regulations to be prescribed by the Sec-
retary of Defense, may authorized leave de-
scribed under subparagraph (A) to be taken
after the one-year period described in subpara-
graph (A) in the case of a member described in
subsection (b) who, except for this subpara-
graph, would lose unused parental leave at the
end of the one-year period described in subpara-
graph (A) as a result of—

‘(i) operational requirements;

““(ii) professional military education obliga-
tions; or

““(iii) other circumstances that the Secretary
determines reasonable and appropriate.

‘““(B) The regulations prescribed under clause
(i) shall require that any leave authorized to be
taken after the one-year period described in sub-
paragraph (A) shall be taken within a reason-
able period of time, as determined by the Sec-
retary of Defense, after cessation of the cir-
cumstances warranting the extended deadline.;

““(b) A member described in this subsection is
a member of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air
Force, or Space Force who is a member of—

‘(1) the selected reserve who is entitled to
compensation under section 206 of title 37; or

““(2) the individual ready reserve who is enti-
tled to compensation under section 206 of title 37
when attending or participating in a sufficient
number of periods of inactive-duty training dur-
ing a year to count the year as a qualifying
year of creditable service toward eligibility for
retired pay.’’.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of chapter 40 of such title
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is amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 710 the following new item:

‘““711. Parental leave for members of the reserve
component of the armed forces.”.

(b) COMPENSATION.—Section 206(a) of title 37,
United States Code, is amended by amending
paragraph (4) to read as follows:

““(4) for a regular period of instruction, period
of appropriate duty, or such other equivalent
training that a member would be required to
perform but does not perform because such mem-
ber was authorized to take parental leave pur-
suant to section 711 of title 10.”".

(c) CONTRIBUTION OF LEAVE TOWARD ENTITLE-
MENT TO RETIRED PAY.—Section 12732(a)(2)(G)
of title 10, United States Code, is amended by
striking ‘12 per period” and all that follows
through the end of the sentence and inserting
the following: ‘1 per inactive-duty training pe-
riod, under section 206 of title 37, during which
the member is on parental leave under section
711 of this title.”’.

(d) CREDIT FOR RETIRED PAY PURPOSES.—Sec-
tion 602(b) of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2021 (Public Law 116-283; 10 U.S.C. 12732
note) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘maternity
leave’ and all that follows through ‘‘birth of a
child”’ and inserting ‘‘parental leave described
in section 12732(a)(2)(G) of title 10, United
States Code, taken by a member of the reserve
components of the Armed Forces’’;

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘maternity
leave” and all that follows through ‘‘childbirth
event’”’ and inserting ‘‘parental leave taken by
the member’’; and

(3) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘maternity
leave’ each place it appears and inserting ‘‘pa-
rental leave™.

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section and the
amendments made by this section shall take ef-
fect on October 1, 2024, and apply with respect
to periods of parental leave that commence on or
after such date.

SEC. 602. EXPANSION OF AUTHORITY OF THE SEC-
RETARY OF A MILITARY DEPART-
MENT TO PAY A MEMBER WHO IS AB-
SENT WITHOUT LEAVE OR OVER
LEAVE FOR SUCH ABSENCE.

Section 503(a) of title 37, United States Code,
is amended by inserting ‘‘or the Secretary of the
military department concerned determines to
pay such pay and allowances’ before the period
at the end.

SEC. 603. REPORT ON MODERNIZED RETIREMENT
SYSTEM.

Not later than September 30, 2024, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall submit to the Committees
on Armed Services of the Senate and House of
Representatives a report regarding implementa-
tion of the modernized retirement system pursu-
ant to amendments in part I of subtitle D of title
VI of the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2016 (Public Law 114-92). Such
report shall include the following elements:

(1) An analysis of data collected on the effects
of financial literacy training modules, including
quantifiable outcomes that assess the effect of
financial security training for members of the
uniformed services during fiscal years 2015
through 2023.

(2) Recommendations of the Secretary regard-
ing tools or resources needed for the Secretary to
improve financial literacy training for our such
members.

Subtitle B—Bonus and Incentive Pays
SEC. 611. ONE-YEAR EXTENSION OF CERTAIN EX-
PIRING BONUS AND SPECIAL PAY
AUTHORITIES.

(a) AUTHORITIES RELATING TO RESERVE
FORCES.—Section 910(g) of title 37, United States
Code, relating to income replacement payments
for reserve component members experiencing ex-
tended and frequent mobilization for active duty
service, is amended by striking ‘‘December 31,
2023 and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024°’.
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(b) TITLE 10 AUTHORITIES RELATING TO
HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS.—The following
sections of title 10, United States Code, are
amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 2023 and
inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024°’:

(1) Section 2130a(a)(1), relating to nurse offi-
cer candidate accession program.

(2) Section 16302(d), relating to repayment of
education loans for certain health professionals
who serve in the Selected Reserve.

(c) AUTHORITIES RELATING TO NUCLEAR OFFI-
CERS.—Section 333(i) of title 37, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘December 31,
2023’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024°.

(d) AUTHORITIES RELATING TO TITLE 37 CON-
SOLIDATED SPECIAL PAY, INCENTIVE PAY, AND
BONUS AUTHORITIES.—The following sections of
title 37, United States Code, are amended by
striking ‘‘December 31, 2023 and inserting ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2024°°:

(1) Section 331(h), relating to general bonus
authority for enlisted members.

(2) Section 332(g), relating to general bonus
authority for officers.

(3) Section 334(i), relating to special aviation
incentive pay and bonus authorities for officers.

(4) Section 335(k), relating to special bonus
and incentive pay authorities for officers in
health professions.

(5) Section 336(g), relating to contracting
bonus for cadets and midshipmen enrolled in the
Senior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps.

(6) Section 351(h), relating to hazardous duty
pay.

(7) Section 352(g), relating to assignment pay
or special duty pay.

(8) Section 353(i), relating to skill incentive
pay or proficiency bonus.

(9) Section 355(h), relating to retention incen-
tives for members qualified in critical military
skills or assigned to high priority units.

(e) AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE TEMPORARY IN-
CREASE IN RATES OF BASIC ALLOWANCE FOR
HOUSING.—Section 403(b) of title 37, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (7)(E), relating to an area
covered by a major disaster declaration or con-
taining an installation experiencing an influx of
military personnel, by striking ‘‘December 31,
2023’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024°’; and

(2) in paragraph (8)(C), relating to an area
where actual housing costs differ from current
rates by more than 20 percent, by striking ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2023’ and inserting ‘‘December 31,
2024.

SEC. 612. AUTHORIZATION OF MONTHLY BONUS
PAY FOR A JUNIOR MEMBER OF THE
UNIFORMED SERVICES DURING CAL-
ENDAR YEAR 2024.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Beginning on January
1, 2024, if the Secretary concerned determines
that prevailing economic conditions may ad-
versely affect an eligible member, the Secretary
concerned may pay a monthly bonus to each eli-
gible member.

(b) AMOUNT OF PAY.—Each bonus payment
under this section shall be in an amount equal
to a percentage, determined by the Secretary
concerned, of the rate—

(1) in effect on December 31, 2023; and

(2) of, for an eligible member—

(A) pay under section 204 of title 37, United
States Code; or

(B) compensation under section 206 of title 37,
United States Code.

(¢) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER PAY AND ALLOW-
ANCES.—Bonus pay paid to an eligible member
under this section is in addition to any other
pay and allowances to which the eligible mem-
ber is entitled.

(d) TERMINATION.—No bonus may be paid
under this section after December 31, 2024.

(e) ELIGIBLE MEMBER DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘eligible member’’ means a mem-
ber of the uniformed services who—

(1) is entitled to pay or compensation de-
scribed in subsection (b)(2); and

(2) is in a grade below E-6.
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SEC. 613. DETERMINATION OF COLD WEATHER
LOCATION FOR PURPOSES OF AS-
SIGNMENT OR SPECIAL DUTY PAY.

For purposes of assignment or special duty
pay under section 352 of title 37, United States
Code, the Secretary concerned shall determine
that a duty station is a cold weather location if,
at such duty station, a member of the uniformed
services receives training in—

(1) mountaineering;

(2) proficiency in an alpine environment; or

(3) proficiency in a cold weather environment.

Subtitle C—Allowances

SEC. 621. BASIC NEEDS ALLOWANCE: EXCLUSION
OF BASIC ALLOWANCE FOR HOUSING
FROM THE CALCULATION OF GROSS
HOUSEHOLD INCOME OF AN ELIGI-
BLE MEMBER OF THE ARMED
FORCES.

Section 402b(k)(1)(B) of title 37, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘in the case’’ and all that fol-
lows through ‘“‘portion of”’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘that the Secretary concerned
elects to exclude’ and inserting ‘‘paid to such
member’”’.

SEC. 622. IMPROVED CALCULATION OF BASIC AL-
LOWANCE FOR HOUSING FOR JUN-
IOR ENLISTED MEMBERS.

Section 403 of title 37, United States Code, is
amended, in subsection (b)(5), by striking “‘and
shall be based’ and all that follows and insert-
ing a period.

SEC. 623. EXPANSION OF AUTHORITY OF A COM-
MANDING OFFICER TO AUTHORIZE A
BASIC ALLOWANCE FOR HOUSING
FOR A MEMBER PERFORMING INI-
TIAL FIELD OR SEA DUTY.

Section 403 of title 37, United States Code, as
amended by section 622, is further amended, in
subsection (f)—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by striking ‘‘certifies that the member was
necessarily required to procure quarters at the
member’s expense.”’ and inserting an em dash;
and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraphs:

““(A) certifies that the member was required to
procure housing at the member’s expense; or

‘““(B) determines that quarters at the duty sta-
tion or in the field environment are inadequate
or an impediment to morale, good order, or dis-
cipline.”’; and

(2) in paragraph (2)(B)—

(A) by striking ‘‘the Secretary may authorize’
and inserting ‘‘a commanding officer may au-
thorize’’;

(B) by striking ‘““‘who is serving in pay grade
E—4 or E-5 and inserting ‘“who is serving in a
pay grade below E-6"’; and

(C) by striking ‘‘members serving in pay
grades E-4 and E-5 and inserting ‘‘such mem-
bers. In authorizing an allowance under this
subparagraph, the commanding officer shall
consider the awvailability of quarters for the
member and whether such quarters are inad-
equate or an impediment to morale, good order,
or discipline’’.

SEC. 624. DUAL BASIC ALLOWANCE FOR HOUSING
FOR TRAINING.

Section 403 of title 37, United States Code, as
amended by sections 622 and 623, is further
amended, in subsection (g)(3), by striking
“Paragraphs’ and inserting ‘“‘Except in the case
of a member of a reserve component without de-
pendents who is called or ordered to active duty
to attend training for at least 140 days but fewer
than 365 days, paragraphs’.

SEC. 625. BASIC ALLOWANCE FOR HOUSING:
PILOT PROGRAM TO OUTSOURCE
RATE CALCULATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than September 30,
2024, the Secretary of Defense shall seek to enter
into an agreement with a covered entity pursu-
ant to which the covered entity shall calculate,
using industry-standard machine learning and
artificial intelligence algorithms, the monthly
rates of BAH for not fewer than 15 MHAs.
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(b) REPORT.—Not later than two years after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committees on Armed
Services of the Senate and House of Representa-
tives a report containing the evaluation of the
Secretary of the rates calculated by a covered
entity pursuant to an agreement under sub-
section (a).

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “BAH’ means the basic allow-
ance for housing for members of the uniformed
services under section 403 of title 37, United
States Code.

(2) The term ‘“‘covered entity’ means a nation-
ally recognized entity in the field of commercial
real estate that has data on local rental rates in
real estate markets across the United States.

(3) The term “MHA’ means military housing
area.

SEC. 626. INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT OF HOUS-
ING FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL IN
GUAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall seek to enter into an agreement with a fed-
erally funded research and development center
for an independent assessment of housing of
military personnel assigned to duty stations in
Guam.

(b) ELEMENTS.—An assessment under Ssub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) A survey of the housing needs for current
and future military personnel to be stationed in
Guam, accommodating the varying needs of sin-
gle and married members of the Armed Forces at
various stages of their careers.

(2) Possible options for the Secretary to build
new housing to accommodate future service
members and resolve existing housing shortages.

(3) Possible strategies for the Secretary to
mitigate the impact of military personnel on the
local housing supply in Guam.

(c) REPORT.—An entity that enters into an
agreement to conduct the assessment described
in subsection (a) shall submit to the Secretary
and the Committees on Armed Services of the
Senate and House of Representatives a report
containing the findings of the assessment not
later than December 31, 2024.

SEC. 6 . BRIEFINGS ON PILOT PROGRAM ON
HIRING OF SPECIAL NEEDS INCLU-
SION COORDINATORS FOR DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE CHILD DEVELOP-
MENT CENTERS.

Section 576(d) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law
117-263; 10 U.S.C. 1792 note) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and

(2) by inserting, after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (2):

““(2) BRIEFINGS ON IMPLEMENTATION.—Begin-
ning on January 31, 2024, until the termination
of the pilot program, the Secretary of Defense
shall provide to the Committees on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives a quarterly briefing on the implementation
of the pilot program. Each such briefing shall
include the following:

‘““(A) The process for selecting child develop-
ment centers under subsection (b).

‘““(B) How a special meeds inclusion coordi-
nator hired under the pilot program coordinates
with the head of the child development center
concerned and the commander of the military
installation concerned.

““(C) How many special needs inclusion coor-
dinators have been hired under the pilot pro-
gram.”’

Subtitle D—Family Readiness and Survivor

Benefits
SEC. 631. MODIFICATIONS TO TRANSITIONAL
COMPENSATION FOR DEPENDENTS
OF MEMBERS SEPARATED FOR DE-

PENDENT ABUSE.

(a) COVERED PUNITIVE ACTIONS.—Section 1059
of title 10, United States Code, is amended, in
subsection (b)—

(1) in paragraph (1)(B), by striking *‘; or’’ and
inserting a semicolon;
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(2) in paragraph (2), by striking the period at
the end and inserting a semicolon; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(3) who is—

““(A) convicted of a dependent-abuse offense
in a district court of the United States or a State
court; and

“(B) separated from active duty pursuant to a
sentence of a court-martial, or administratively
separated, voluntarily or involuntarily, from ac-
tive duty, for an offense other than the depend-
ent-abuse offense; or

“(4) who is—

““(A) accused but not convicted of a depend-
ent-abuse offense;

“(B) determined, as a result of a review by the
commander of the member and based on a pre-
ponderance of evidence, to have committed the
dependent-abuse offense; and

“(C) required to forfeit all pay and allowances
pursuant to a sentence of a court-martial for an
offense other than the dependent-abuse of-
fense.”’.

(b) RECIPIENTS OF PAYMENTS.—Subsection (d)
of such section is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘resulting in
the separation’ and inserting ‘‘referred to in
subsection (b)”’; and

(2) in paragraph (4)—

(4) by striking ‘‘determined as of the date”
and inserting ‘‘determined—

“(A) as of the date’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘offense or, in a case’’ and in-
serting ‘‘offense—

“(B) in a case’’.

(C) by striking the period at the end and in-
serting “; or’’; and

(D) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

“(C) in a case described in subsection (b)(4),
as of, as applicable—

‘(i) the first date on which the individual is
held in pretrial confinement relating to the de-
pendent-abuse offense of which the individual is
accused after the 7-day review of pretrial con-
finement required by Rule 305(i)(2) of the Rules
for Courts-Martial; or

“‘(ii) the date on which a review by a com-
mander of the individual determines there is
probable cause that the individual has com-
mitted that offense.”’.

(c) COMMENCEMENT OF PAYMENT.—Subsection
(e)(1) of such section is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A)—

(A) in the matter preceding clause (i), by in-
serting after ‘‘offense’ the following: ‘“‘or an of-
fense described in subsection (b)(3)(B)”’; and

(B) in clause (ii), by striking *‘; and’ and in-
serting a semicolon;

(2) in subparagraph (B)—

(A) by striking ‘‘(if the basis’’ and all that fol-
lows through ‘“‘offense)’”’; and

(B) by striking the period at the end and in-
serting ‘‘; or”’ ; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

“(C) in the case of a member described in sub-
section (b)(4), shall commence as of, as applica-
ble—

‘(i) the first date on which the member is held
in pretrial confinement relating to the depend-
ent-abuse offense of which the member is ac-
cused after the 7-day review of pretrial confine-
ment required by Rule 305(i)(2) of the Rules for
Courts-Martial; or

“‘(ii) the date on which a review by a com-
mander of the member determines there is prob-
able cause that the member has committed that
offense.”’.

(d) DEFINITION OF DEPENDENT CHILD.—Sub-
section (1) of such section is amended, in the
matter preceding paragraph (1)—

(1) by striking ‘‘resulting in the separation of
the former member or’’ and inserting ‘‘referred
to in subsection (b) or’’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘resulting in the separation of
the former member and’’ and inserting “‘and’’.
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(e) DELEGATION OF DETERMINATIONS RELAT-
ING TO EXCEPTIONAL ELIGIBILITY.—Paragraph
(4) of subsection (m) of such section is amended
to read as follows:

“(4) The Secretary concerned may delegate
the authority under paragraph (1) to the first
general or flag officer (or civilian equivalent) in
the chain of command of the member.”.

SEC. 632. LODGING EXPENSES FOR DEPENDENTS
OF MEMBERS SEPARATED FOR DE-
PENDENT ABUSE.

Section 1059 of title 10, United States Code, as
amended by section 631, is further amended—

(1) in the heading, by adding ‘; lodging ex-
penses’’ at the end;

(2) by redesignating subsections (k), (1), and
(m) as subsections (m), (n), and (1), respectively;

(3) by striking ‘‘subsection (k) each place it
appears and inserting ‘‘subsection (m)’’; and

(4) by inserting, after subsection (j), the fol-
lowing new subsection (k):

‘““(k) LODGING EXPENSES.—A dependent or
former dependent entitled to payment of month-
ly transitional compensation under this section
shall, while receiving payments in accordance
with this section, be entitled to lodging expenses
for a period not longer than 30 days.”’.

SEC. 633. ACCESS TO COMMISSARY AND EX-
CHANGE PRIVILEGES FOR REMAR-
RIED SURVIVING SPOUSES.

Section 1062 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘The Secretary of Defense’
and inserting the following:

“(a) CERTAIN UNREMARRIED
SPOUSES.—The Secretary of Defense’’;

(2) by striking ‘‘commissary and exchange
privileges’ and inserting ‘‘use commissary stores
and MWR retail facilities’’;

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“(b) CERTAIN REMARRIED SURVIVING
SPOUSES.—The Secretary of Defense shall pre-
scribe such regulations as may be necessary to
provide that a surviving spouse of a deceased
member of the armed forces, regardless of the
marital status of the surviving spouse, is enti-
tled to use commissary stores and MWR retail
facilities to the same extent and on the same
basis as an unremarried surviving spouse of a
member of the uniformed services.”’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“(c) MWR RETAIL FACILITIES DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘MWR retail facilities’ has
the meaning given that term in section 1063 of
this title.”.

SEC. 634. AUTHORITY FOR PEER MENTORING
PROGRAM FOR MILITARY DEPEND-
ENTS.

Subchapter I of chapter 88 of title 10, United
States Code, is amended by inserting after sec-
tion 1788a the following new section:

“§1788b. Authority for peer mentoring pro-
gram

‘““(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of De-
fense may carry out a peer mentoring program
for dependents of members. Under such pro-
gram, a mentor shall seek to meet with a mentee
once per month to discuss challenges for mili-
tary families.

““(b) TRAINING.—A dependent who elects to
serve as a mentor in such a program shall re-
ceive training from a mental health care pro-
vider.”’.

SEC. 635. EXPANSION OF QUALIFYING EVENTS
FOR WHICH A MEMBER OF THE UNI-
FORMED SERVICES MAY BE REIM-
BURSED FOR SPOUSAL RELI-
CENSING OR BUSINESS COSTS DUE
TO THE MEMBER’S RELOCATION.

Section 453(g) of title 37, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) by striking the subsection heading and in-
serting  ‘““REIMBURSEMENT OF QUALIFYING
SPOUSE RELICENSING COSTS AND BUSINESS
COSTS”’;

(2) in paragraph (1)—
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(4) in the matter preceding subparagraph (4),
by striking ‘“‘or qualified business costs’ and in-
serting ‘“‘and qualified business costs’’;

(B) by amending subparagraph (A) to read as
follows:

‘““(A) the member relocates to a new jurisdic-
tion or geographic area as the result of—

“(i) an assignment to a duty station;

‘“‘(ii)) a reassignment, either as a result of a
permanent change of station or permanent
change of assignment, between duty stations;

““(iii) a transfer from a regular component of
a uniformed service into the Selected Reserve of
the Ready Reserve of a uniformed service, if the
member is authorized a final move from the last
duty station to the mew jurisdiction or geo-
graphic area; or

“(iv) placement on the temporary disability
retired list under chapter 61 of title 10; and’’;
and

(C) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘reas-
signment’’ and inserting ‘‘relocation’’;

(3) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘reassign-
ment’’ both places it appears and inserting ‘‘re-
location’’;

(4) in paragraph (4)—

(4) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘move-
ment described in’’ and all that follows through
the semicolon and inserting ‘‘the member’s relo-
cation described in paragraph (1);”’; and

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘reas-
signment’’ and inserting ‘‘relocation’’; and

(5) in paragraph (5)—

(4) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘move-
ment described in’’ and all that follows through
the semicolon and inserting ‘‘the member’s relo-
cation described in paragraph (1);”’; and

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘reas-
signment’’ and inserting ‘‘relocation’.

SEC. 636. STUDENT LOAN DEFERMENT FOR DIS-
LOCATED MILITARY SPOUSES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 455(f) of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1087e(f)) is
amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (4) and (5) as
paragraphs (5) and (6), respectively; and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(4) DEFERMENT FOR DISLOCATED MILITARY
SPOUSES.—

““(A) DURATION AND EFFECT ON PRINCIPAL AND
INTEREST.—A borrower of a loan made under
this part who meets the requirements of sub-
paragraph (B) shall be eligible for a deferment
for an aggregate period of 180 days, during
which periodic installments of principal need
not be paid, and interest—

““(i) shall not accrue, in the case of a—

‘(1) Federal Direct Stafford Loan; or

‘““(II) a Federal Direct Consolidation Loan
that consolidated only Federal Direct Stafford
Loans, or a combination of such loans and Fed-
eral Stafford Loans for which the student bor-
rower received an interest subsidy under section
428; or

““(ii) shall accrue and be capitalized or paid
by the borrower, in the case of a Federal Direct
PLUS Loan, a Federal Direct Unsubsidized
Stafford Loan, or a Federal Direct Consolida-
tion Loan not described in clause (i)(1I).

‘““(B) ELIGIBILITY.—A borrower of a loan made
under this part shall be eligible for a deferment
under subparagraph (A) if the borrower—

““(i) is the spouse of a member of the Armed
Forces serving on active duty,; and

““(ii) has experienced a loss of employment as
a result of relocation to accommodate a perma-
nent change in duty station of such member.

““(C) DOCUMENTATION AND APPROVAL.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—A borrower may establish
eligibility for a deferment under subparagraph
(A4) by providing to the Secretary—

‘(1) the documentation described in clause
(ii); or

‘“(II) such other documentation as the Sec-
retary determines appropriate.

‘““(ii)) DOCUMENTATION.—The documentation
described in this clause is—
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“(I) evidence that the borrower is the spouse
of a member of the Armed Forces serving on ac-
tive duty;

“(I1) evidence that a military permanent
change of station order was issued to such mem-
ber; and

“(I11)(aa) evidence that the borrower is eligi-
ble for unemployment benefits due to a loss of
employment resulting from relocation to accom-
modate such permanent change in duty station;
or

“(bb) a written certification, or an equivalent
as approved by the Secretary, that the borrower
is registered with a public or private employ-
ment agency due to a loss of employment result-
ing from relocation to accommodate such perma-
nent change in duty station.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by subsection (a) shall take effect 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 637. GRANTS TO ASSIST CAREGIVERS IN
MILITARY FAMILIES.

(a) GRANTS.—Subject to the availability of ap-
propriations, the Secretary of Defense, acting
through the Under Secretary of Defense for Per-
sonnel and Readiness, shall award grants to eli-
gible nonprofit organizations to support dem-
onstration projects focused on addressing the
challenges and alleviating the burdens faced by
caregivers in military families.

(1) AMOUNT.—The Secretary shall award such
grants in amounts of not more than $1,500,000.

(2) DURATION.—The Secretary shall award
such grants for periods of three years and not
movre than $500,000 per year.

(b) ELIGIBLE NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS.—To0
be eligible to receive an award under this sec-
tion, an eligible nonprofit organization shall—

(1) be a 501(c)(3) organization under the
United States Internal Revenue Code at the time
of the enactment of this Act;

(2) have a demonstrated capacity, through an
existing data platform or other ongoing data
collection efforts, to effectively capture data for
the purposes of informing program implementa-
tion and monitoring program effectiveness; and

(3) have a demonstrated history and expertise
in the provision of educational, health, or social
support services specific to caregivers.

(c) USE OF FUNDS.—An eligible nonprofit or-
ganization shall use amounts received from an
award under this section to provide at least one
of the following activities:

(1) Best-practice training for caregivers in
military families focused on self-care and edu-
cation related to family members’ conditions,
collaboration with clinical health providers, and
financial literacy.

(2) Reference and liaison services connecting
caregivers in military families to Department of
Defense resources, and to other Federal re-
sources and programs for which they or their
family members may qualify.

(3) Organization and facilitation of peer-sup-
port networks designed to connect caregivers in
military families with each-other as part of di-
rected mental and behavioral health therapy.

(4) Development of pilot programs to identify
and assess the impact of innovative ideas in-
tended to support caregivers in military families.

(5) Capacity building to expand existing evi-
dence-based programs, tailor existing programs
to support the unique meeds of caregivers in
military families, or evaluate the effectiveness of
existing programs in supporting caregivers in
military families.

(d) APPLICATION.—To be eligible to receive a
grant under this section, a qualified nonprofit
organization shall submit an application to the
Secretary at such time, in such manner, and
containing such information as the Secretary
may require, including information describing in
detail the services that the applicant will use
grant funds to provide for caregivers in military
families.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘caregiver in a military family”
shall refer to a member of the uniformed services
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in an active status, or the dependent of such a
member, who is a caregiver for a family member.
(2) The terms ‘“‘active status’ and ‘‘uniformed
services’’ have the meanings given such terms in
section 101 of title 10, United States Code.

(3) The term ‘‘caregiver’ means an adult fam-
ily member or a dependent who has a significant
relationship with, and who provides a broad
range of assistance to, an individual with a
chronic or other health condition, disability, or
functional limitation.

(4) The term ‘‘dependent’” has the meaning
given such term in section 1072 of title 10,
United States Code.

(5) The term ‘“‘family member’’ has the mean-
ing given that term in section 1720G of title 38,
United States Code with regards to a member of
the uniformed services in an active status, or
the dependent of such a member.

SEC. 638. MYSTEP: PROVISION ONLINE AND IN
MULTIPLE LANGUAGES.

The Secretary concerned may provide all serv-
ices of the Military Spouse Transition Program
(commonly referred to as ‘“‘MySTeP’’) online
and in English, Spanish, Tagalog, and the rest
of the 10 most commonly spoken languages in
the United States.

Subtitle E—Child Care
SEC. 641. INCREASE IN THE TARGET FUNDING
LEVEL FOR MILITARY CHILD CARE.

Section 1791 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended, in subsection (a), by inserting ‘115
percent of”’ after ‘“‘not less than’’.

SEC. 642. RECURRING REVIEW AND REVISION OF
PAY FOR MILITARY CHILD CARE EM-
PLOYEES.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Subsection (c) of section
1792 of title 10, United States Code is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2) as
subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively;

(2) by inserting ‘(1) before ‘‘For the pur-
pose”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph (2):

“(2)(A) The Secretary of Defense shall review
and revise the pay scale for child care employees
not less than once every five years.

‘“‘(B) In conducting a review under subpara-
graph (A), the Secretary shall consider factors
including—

““(i) the pay scale for employees of the Depart-
ment of Defense Education Activity with similar
training, seniority, and experience to that of
child care employees;

‘““(ii) the rates of compensation paid to em-
ployees of the local educational agency with
similar training, seniority, and experience to
that of child care employees;

‘‘(iii) the value of the care provided by child
care employees, in the short and long term, to
the children cared for, their families, and the
armed forces; and

“(iv) any other factor the Secretary deter-
mines appropriate.’’.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall carry out the first review and revi-
sion under paragraph (2) of such subsection, as
added by this section, not later than 60 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act.

(c) REPORT.—When the Secretary of Defense
conducts the second review and revision under
such paragraph (2), the Secretary shall submit
to the congressional defense committees a report
assessing how the first such revision affected—

(1) the hiring and retention of child care em-
ployees; and

(2) the quality of care at military child devel-
opment centers.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the terms
‘“‘child care employee’” and ‘‘military child de-
velopment center’” have the meanings given
such terms in section 1800 of title 10, United
States Code.

SEC. 643. DISCOUNTED CHILD CARE FOR CHILD
CARE EMPLOYEES OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE.

Section 1793(d) of title 10, United States Code,

is amended—
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(1) by striking “‘, a reduced fee for such at-
tendance.’”’ and inserting an em dash; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

‘““(1) no fee for the first such child under the
age of 13;

“(2) mot more than 50 percent of the amount
of the fee otherwise chargeable for such attend-
ance of the second such child under the age of
13; and

““(3) a reduced fee for each subsequent child.”’.
SEC. 644. EXPANSION OF PILOT PROGRAM TO

PROVIDE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO
MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES
FOR IN-HOME CHILD CARE.

Section 589(b)(1) of the William M. (Mac)
Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law 116-283) is
amended—

(1) by striking the period at the end and in-
serting “‘, and in the following locations:”’

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraphs:

“(A) Fort Drum, New York.

‘““(B) Holloman Air Force Base, New Mexico.

““(C) Nawval Air Station Lemoore, California.

‘““(D) Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center
Twentynine Palms, California.”.

SEC. 645. WAIT TIMES FOR CHILD CARE SERVICES
PROVIDED THROUGH MILITARY
CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTERS:
PUBLICATION; FEASIBILITY OF CER-
TAIN IMPROVEMENT.

(a) PUBLICATION.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense shall publish and main-
tain, on a website of the Department of Defense
that is accessible by members of the Armed
Forces, waiting lists for child care services at
military child development centers.

(b) ESTIMATES.—On the website described in
subsection (a), the Secretary shall publish a tool
that uses data collected by the Secretary to esti-
mate how long a member assigned to serve at a
military installation will wait before receiving
child care services at the military child develop-
ment center of such military installation.

(c) FEASIBILITY REPORT.—Not later than
March 30, 2024, the Secretary shall submit to the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and
House of Representatives a report regarding the
feasibility of implementing the business manage-
ment system of the Child and Youth Programs
of the Department of the Air Force for all mili-
tary departments in order to increase member
satisfaction by improving communication with
members on such waiting lists and facilitating
payments and paperwork for such child care
services.

(d) MILITARY CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER
DEFINED.—In this section, the term “‘military
child development center’” has the meaning
given such term in section 1800 of title 10,
United States Code.

SEC. 646. STUDY ON EFFECTS OF CHILD CARE ON
READINESS AND RETENTION.

(a) STUDY REQUIRED.—Not later than 30 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense shall seek to enter into an
agreement with an FFRDC described in sub-
section (b), under which such FFRDC shall con-
duct a study on the effects of child care for
members of the covered Armed Forces and civil-
ian employees of the Department of Defense on
readiness and retention in the covered Armed
Forces. Such a study shall include the fol-
lowing:

(1) The effects of the availability, afford-
ability, and quality of such child care on—

(A) unit readiness and retention;

(B) the ability of such members and employees
to perform their duties;

(C) the quality of the performance of such du-
ties; and

(D) the job satisfaction of such members and
employees.

(2) Other matters regarding the availability,
affordability, and quality of such child care
that the FFRDC determines appropriate.
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(b) FFRDC.—An FFRDC described in this
subsection is an FFRDC that the Secretary of
Defense determines—

(1) primarily focuses on studies and analysis;

(2) has a record of—

(A) conducting research and analysis using a
multidisciplinary approach; and

(B) publishing analyses to inform public de-
bate; and

(3) has demonstrated specific competencies in
policies regarding military personnel and readi-
ness, as applied to the national defense strat-
egy.

(c) INTERIM REPORT.—Not Ilater than sit
months after the date of the enactment of this
Act, an FFRDC that enters into an agreement
under subsection (a) shall submit to the Sec-
retary of Defense and the Committees on Armed
Services of the Senate and House of Representa-
tives an interim report. Such report shall in-
clude the following:

(1) A progress report on the study.

(2) Interim findings of the study.

(d) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 15 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act, an
FFRDC that enters into an agreement under
subsection (a) shall submit to the Secretary of
Defense and the Committees on Armed Services
of the Senate and House of Representatives a
final report. Such final report shall include the
following:

(1) The findings of the study.

(2) Strategies to remedy deficiencies in child
care described in subsection (a), and the
timelines and costs to implement such strategies.

(3) Incidents that affect unit readiness and re-
tention.

(4) Other information the FFRDC determines
appropriate regarding the effects of such child
care on readiness and retention in the covered
Armed Forces.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘covered Armed Force’’ means
the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, or
Space Force.

(2) The term “FFRDC’ means a federally
funded research and development center.

Subtitle F—Dependent Education
SEC. 651. RIGHTS OF PARENTS OF CHILDREN AT-
TENDING SCHOOLS OPERATED BY
THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
EDUCATION ACTIVITY.

Chapter 108 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by inserting after section 2164 the fol-
lowing new section:

“§2164a. Rights of parents of children attend-
ing schools operated by the Department of
Defense Education Activity

““(a) IN GENERAL.—The parent of a child who
attends a school operated by the Department of
Defense Education Activity has the following
rights:

‘(1) The right to review the curriculum of the
school.

““(2) The right to be informed if the school or
Department of Defense Education Activity alters
the school’s academic standards or learning
benchmarks.

“(3) The right to meet with each teacher of
their child not less than twice during each
school year.

““(4) The right to review the budget, including
all revenues and expenditures, of the school.

“(56) The right to review all instructional ma-
terials and teacher professional development
materials used by the school.

““(6) The right to inspect a list of the books
and other reading materials contained in the li-
brary of the school.

““(7) The right to address the school advisory
committee or the school board.

“(8) The right to information about the
school’s discipline policy and any violent activ-
ity in the school.

““(9) The right to information about any plans
to eliminate gifted and talented programs or ac-
celerated coursework at the school.
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““(b) DISCLOSURES AND NOTIFICATIONS.—Con-
sistent with the parental rights specified in sub-
section (a), a school operated by the Department
of Defense Education Activity shall—

““(1) post on a publicly accessible website of
the school—

““(A) the curriculum for each course and grade
level;

‘“‘(B) the academic standards or other learning
benchmarks used by the school;

“(C) notice of any proposed revisions to such
standards or benchmarks and a copy of any
such revisions;

‘““(D) the budget for the school year, including
all revenues and expenditures (including ex-
penditures made for items and services provided
by private entities); and

““(2) provide the parents of a child attending
the school with—

‘““(A) the opportunity to meet in-person with
each teacher of their child not less frequently
than twice during each school year at a time
mutually agreed upon by both parties; and

‘“‘(B) notice of such opportunity at the begin-
ning of each school year;

“(3) make all instructional and educator pro-
fessional development materials, including
teachers’ manuals, films, tapes, books or other
reading materials, or other supplementary mate-
rials used in any survey, analysis, or evalua-
tion, available for inspection by the parents of
children attending the school;

‘““(4) at the beginning of each school year, pro-
vide parents a list of reading materials in the
school library, including a list of any reading
materials that were added to or removed from
the list of materials from the prior year;

““(5) notify parents in a timely manner of any
plans to eliminate gifted and talented programs
or accelerated coursework at the school;

“‘(6) except as provided in paragraph (7), no-
tify parents of any medical examinations or
screenings the school may administer to their
child and receive written consent from parents
for any such examination or screening prior to
conducting the examination or screening;

‘““(7) in the event of an emergency that re-
quires a medical examination or screening with-
out time for parental notification, promptly no-
tify parents of such examination or screening
and, not later than 24 hours after the incident
occurs, provide an explanation of the emergency
that prevented notification prior to such exam-
ination or screening;

““(8) notify parents of any medical information
that will be collected on their child, receive writ-
ten parental consent prior to collecting such in-
formation, and provide parents an opportunity
to inspect such information at the parent’s re-
quest; and

““(9) notify parents of any policy changes in-
volving their reporting obligations under the
Family Advocacy Program of the Department of
Defense.

“(c) ScHOOL ADVISORY COMMITTEES AND
BOARDS.—Not less frequently than four times
per year, a school advisory committee or school
board for a school operated by the Department
of Defense Education Activity shall provide par-
ents of children attending the school with the
opportunity to address the advisory committee
or school board on any matters relating to the
school or the educational services provided to
their children.

‘“(d) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
‘school operated by the Department of Defense
Education Activity’ means—

‘(1) a Department of Defense domestic de-
pendent elementary or secondary school, as de-
scribed in section 2164 of this title; or

“(2) any elementary or secondary school or
program for dependents operated by the Depart-
ment of Defense Education Activity.”’.

SEC. 652. CERTAIN ASSISTANCE TO LOCAL EDU-
CATIONAL AGENCIES THAT BENEFIT
DEPENDENTS OF MILITARY AND CI-
VILIAN PERSONNEL.

(a) CONTINUATION OF AUTHORITY TO ASSIST
LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES THAT BENEFIT
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DEPENDENTS OF MEMBERS OF THE ARMED
FORCES AND DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE CIVILIAN
EMPLOYEES.—Of the amount authoriced to be
appropriated for fiscal year 2024 by section 301
and available for operation and maintenance
for Defense-wide activities as specified in the
funding table in section 4301, $50,000,000 shall be
available only for the purpose of providing as-
sistance to local educational agencies under
subsection (a) of section 572 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2006
(Public Law 109-163; 20 U.S.C. 7703b).

(b) IMPACT AID FOR CHILDREN WITH SEVERE
DISABILITIES.—Of the amount authorized to be
appropriated for fiscal year 2024 pursuant to
section 301 and available for operation and
maintenance for Defense-wide activities as spec-
ified in the funding table in section 4301,
$20,000,000 shall be available for payments
under section 363 of the Floyd D. Spence Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2001 (as enacted into law by Public Law
106-398; 114 Stat. 1654A-77; 20 U.S.C. 7703a).

(c) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘‘local educational agen-
cy’’ has the meaning given that term in section
7013(9) of the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7713(9)).

SEC. 653. VERIFICATION OF REPORTING OF ELIGI-
BLE FEDERALLY CONNECTED CHIL-
DREN FOR PURPOSES OF FEDERAL
IMPACT AID PROGRAMS.

(a) CERTIFICATION.—On an annual basis,
each commander of a military installation under
the jurisdiction of the Secretary of a military de-
partment shall submit to such Secretary a writ-
ten certification verifying whether the com-
mander has confirmed the information con-
tained in all impact aid source check forms re-
ceived from local educational agencies as of the
date of such certification.

(b) REPORT.—Not later June 30 of each year,
each Secretary of a military department shall
submit to the congressional defense committees a
report, based on the information received under
subsection (a), that identifies—

(1) each military installation under the juris-
diction of such Secretary that has confirmed the
information contained in all impact aid source
check forms received from local educational
agencies as of the date of the report; and

(2) each military installation that has not
confirmed the information contained in such
forms as of such date.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “‘impact aid source check form”
means a form submitted to the Department of
Defense by a local educational agency to verify
information relating to eligible federally con-
nected children counted for purposes of the Fed-
eral impact aid program under section 7003 of
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 7703).

(2) The term ‘“‘local educational agency’ has
the meaning given that term section 8101 of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801).

SEC. 654. FINANCIAL LITERACY EDUCATION IN
SCHOOLS OPERATED BY THE DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE EDUCATION
ACTIVITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense,
acting through the Director of the Department
of Defense Education Activity, shall require
that each student of a high school operated by
the Activity complete a dedicated course of in-
struction in financial literacy as a prerequisite
to graduating from such school.

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The graduation require-
ment under subsection (a) shall apply with re-
spect to students of high schools operated by the
Department of Defense Education Activity be-
ginning with the cohort of students who enter
ninth grade in the first school year that begins
one year after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the term
“high school’ has the meaning given that term
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in section 8101 of the Elementary and Secondary

Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801).

SEC. 655. PILOT PROGRAM FOR ROUTINE MENTAL
HEALTH CHECK-UPS IN SCHOOLS
OPERATED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE EDUCATION ACTIVITY.

(a) PILOT PROGRAM REQUIRED.—Beginning in
the first academic year to begin after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of De-
fense shall establish and implement a pilot pro-
gram (referred to in this section as the ‘‘Pilot”’)
to provide routine metal health check-ups for
students in covered DODEA schools.

(b) LOCATIONS.—The Secretary shall carry out
the Pilot in not fewer than five covered DODEA
schools, one of which shall be located outside
the United States.

(c) AcTIvVITIES.—Under the Pilot,
retary shall—

(1) subject to subsection (e), ensure that stu-
dents at covered DODEA schools receive routine
mental health check-ups, which may include the
use of mental health screening tools, such as the
Patient Health Questionnaire-2 or the Patient
Health Questionnaire-9;

(2) ensure that such mental health check-
Ups—

(A) consist of biannual or semesterly mental
and behavioral health screenings for disorders
common in children aged 3-17, including—

(i) an initial virtual screening test for all stu-
dents; and

(ii) a follow-up screening carried out by a
school psychologist or school nurse for students
with specific needs identified through the initial
screening; and

(B) include questions about a student’s mood
and emotional state;

(3) train licensed mental and behavioral
health professionals to conduct mental health
check-ups, including training in—

(A) recognizing the signs and symptoms of
mental illnesses; and

(B) safely de-escalating crises involving indi-
viduals with a mental illness;

(4) establish a streamlined diagnosis-to-treat-
ment process, including a comprehensive process
through which a student with needs identified
through a mental health check-up—

(A) may be referred to certified community be-
havioral health clinic in the community in
which the school is located; and

(B) may receive additional care or treatment
through comprehensive school-based services;

(5) mobilice school nurses and counselors to
facilitate screening in collaboration with admin-
istrators and teachers;

(6) conduct awareness-building educational
efforts in conjunction with the screening proc-
ess;

(7) implement a robust school-based and tele-
health support system (including options for in-
dividual or group therapy) for students seeking
support after diagnosis; and

(8) make resources available to the commu-
nities surrounding schools for individuals with
a mental illness through a coordinated referral
process with local community-based health clin-
ics and school-based mental health clinics if
such school-based mental health clinics are
available and have the capacity and expertise to
handle complex mental health situations.

(d) REFERRAL PROCESS REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) AGREEMENTS WITH BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
CLINICS.—For purposes of the comprehensive re-
ferral process described in subsection (c)(4), the
Secretary of Defense shall seek to enter into
memoranda of understanding or other agree-
ments with Federally-funded community behav-
ioral health clinics in communities in which cov-
ered DODEA schools are located pursuant to
which a school may refer students to such a
clinic. The requirement to establish such a refer-
ral process may not be satisfied solely by pro-
viding a list of nearby community behavioral
health clinics to parents of students at covered
DODEA schools.

(2) EXCEPTION.—In a case in which the Sec-
retary of Defense is unable to meet the require-
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ments of paragraph (1) because there is no Fed-
erally-funded community behavioral health
clinic in a community in which a covered
DODEA school is located, the Secretary of De-
fense shall develop and make available a com-
prehensive guide to the mental health resources
that are available to students and parents in
that community.

(e) STUDENT PRIVACY PROTECTIONS.—In car-
rying out the Pilot, the Secretary shall ensure
that a parent or guardian of a student at a cov-
ered DODEA school—

(1) is provided with—

(4) notice that a student may receive a mental
health check-up under the Pilot;

(B) an opportunity to opt the student out of
any such mental health check-up before it is ad-
ministered; and

(C) a copy of the results of each mental health
check-up for such student; and

(2) gives informed consent before—

(A) the referral of a student to a community-
based health clinic as described in subsection
(D)(4)(A); or

(B) the disclosure of any information con-
cerning such student to such a clinic.

(f) EVALUATIONS.—Not later than 180 days
after commencing the Pilot, and not less fre-
quently than every 180 days thereafter until ter-
mination of the Pilot, the Secretary of Defense
shall conduct an evaluation of the Pilot, which
shall include evaluation of—

(1) Pilot processes; and

(2) student outcomes under the Pilot.

(9) TERMINATION.—The Pilot shall terminate
after two academic years.

(h) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
termination of the Pilot, the Secretary of De-
fense shall submit to the Committees on Armed
Services of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on the Pilot. The report
shall include—

(1) the results of the evaluations conducted
under subsection (f);

(2) the recommendation of the Secretary
whether to make the Pilot permanent; and

(3) such other information as the Secretary
determines appropriate.

(i) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘“‘certified community behavioral
health clinic’’ means a certified community be-
havioral health clinic as such term is used in
section 223 of the Protecting Access to Medicare
Act of 2014 (42 U.S.C. 1396a note).

(2) The term ‘“‘covered DODEA school’ means
an elementary school or secondary school—

(A) operated by the Department of Defense
Education Activity within or outside the United
States; and

(B) selected by the Secretary to participate in
the Pilot.

(3) The terms ‘‘elementary school’” and ‘‘sec-
ondary school” have the meanings given those
terms in section 8101 of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801).
SEC. 656. BRIEFINGS ON IMPLEMENTATION OF

UNIVERSAL PRE-KINDERGARTEN
PROGRAMS IN SCHOOLS OPERATED
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
EDUCATION ACTIVITY.

(a) QUARTERLY BRIEFINGS REQUIRED.—Not
later than January 30, 2024, and on a quarterly
basis thereafter until December 31, 2029, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall submit to the committees
on Armed Services of the Senate and the House
of Representatives a briefing on the progress of
the Secretary in implementing universal pre-kin-
dergarten programs in schools operated by the
Department of Defense Education Activity.

(b) CONTENTS OF INITIAL BRIEFING.—The ini-
tial briefing under subsection (a) shall include—

(1) identification of all locations under the ju-
risdiction of the Department of Defense at
which universal pre-kindergarten programs and
child development centers are co-located; and

(2) an estimate of the number of children ex-
pected to transfer from child development cen-
ters to pre-kindergarten programs as a result of
such programs being offered.
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(c) CONTENTS OF SUBSEQUENT BRIEFINGS.—
Following the initial briefing under subsection
(a), each subsequent briefing shall include—

(1) the total anticipated costs of funding uni-
versal pre-kindergarten programs in schools op-
erated by the Department of Defense Education
Activity;

(2) the estimated differential between the cost
of caring for a child in a child development cen-
ter versus the cost of a child’s participation in
a pre-kindergarten program;

(3) the estimated differential between the costs
of employing caregivers in child development
centers versus the costs of employing teachers in
pre-kindergarten programs;

(4) the child-to-caregiver ratio requirements
for child development centers versus the child-
to-teacher ratio requirements for pre-kinder-
garten programs;

(5) a meeds assessment of facilities for uni-
versal pre-kindergarten programs based on an-
ticipated capacity;

(6) an assessment of the availability of teach-
ers for pre-kindergarten programs; and

(7) an indication of whether, and to what ex-
tent, members of the Armed Forces have ex-
pressed a preference for enrolling their children
in pre-kindergarten programs rather than con-
tinuing care for such children in child develop-
ment centers.

TITLE VII—HEALTH CARE PROVISIONS

Subtitle A—TRICARE and Other Health
Benefits
SEC. 701. TRICARE DENTAL PLAN FOR THE SE-
LECTED RESERVE.

Section 1076a of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(4) in paragraph (1)—

(i) in the header, by striking ‘‘selected reserve
and’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘for members of the Selected
Reserve of the Ready Reserve and’’;

(B) in paragraph (2), in the header, by insert-
ing ‘“‘Individual Ready’’ after ‘“‘other’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(5) PLAN FOR SELECTED RESERVE.—A dental
benefits plan for members of the Selected Re-
serve of the Ready Reserve.”’;

(2) in subsection (d)—

(A) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (4); and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

““(3) NO-PREMIUM PLAN.—(A) The dental in-
surance plan established under subsection (a)(5)
is a no-premium plan.

‘“(B) Members enrolled in a no-premium plan
may not be charged a premium for benefits pro-
vided under the plan.’’;

(3) in subsection (e)(2)(4), by striking ‘‘a mem-
ber of the Selected Reserve of the Ready Reserve
or’’;

(4) by redesignating subsections (f) through
(k) as subsections (g) through (1), respectively;

(5) by inserting after subsection (e) the fol-
lowing new subsection (f):

“(f) COPAYMENTS UNDER NO PREMIUM
PLANS.—A member who receives dental care
under a no-premium plan referred to in sub-
section (d)(3) shall pay no charge for any care
described in subsection (c).”’; and

(6) in subsection (i), as redesignated by para-
graph (4), by striking ‘‘subsection (k)(2)”’ and
inserting ‘‘subsection (1)(2)’.

SEC. 702. EXTENSION OF PERIOD OF ELIGIBILITY
FOR HEALTH BENEFITS UNDER
TRICARE RESERVE SELECT FOR SUR-
VIVORS OF A MEMBER OF THE SE-
LECTED RESERVE.

Section 1076d(c) of the title 10, United States
Code is amended by striking ‘‘six months’’ and
inserting ‘‘three years’’.
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SEC. 703. CLARIFICATION OF APPLICABILITY OF
REQUIRED MENTAL HEALTH SELF-
INITIATED REFERRAL PROCESS FOR
MEMBERS OF THE SELECTED RE-
SERVE.

Section 1090b(e) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), in the matter preceding
subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘described in
paragraph (3)” after ‘“‘member of the armed
forces”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(3) A member of the armed forces described in
this paragraph is a member on active duty for a
period of longer than 30 days or a member of the
Selected Reserve.”’.

SEC. 704. NON-MEDICAL COUNSELING SERVICES
FOR MILITARY FAMILIES.

Section 1781 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subsection:

“(d) NON-MEDICAL COUNSELING SERVICES.—(1)
In carrying out its duties under subsection (b),
the Office may coordinate programs and activi-
ties for the provision of non-medical counseling
services to military families through the Depart-
ment of Defense Military and Family Coun-
seling Program.

“(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, a mental health professional described in
paragraph (3) may provide non-medical coun-
seling services at any location in a State, the
District of Columbia, or a territory or possession
of the United States, without regard to where
the provider or recipient of such services is lo-
cated, if the provision of such services is within
the scope of the authorized Federal duties of the
provider.

“(3) A mental health professional described in
this subsection is a person who is—

“(A) a mental health professional who holds a
current license or certification that is—

‘(i) issued by a State, the District of Colum-
bia, or a territory or possession of the United
States; and

“‘(ii) recognized by the Secretary of Defense;

“(B) a member of the uniformed services, a Ci-
vilian employee of the Department of Defense,
or a contractor designated by the Secretary; and

“(C) performing authoriced duties for the De-
partment of Defense under a program or activity
referred to in paragraph (1).

“(4) In this subsection, the term ‘non-medical
counseling services’ means mental health care
services that are non-clinical, short-term and so-
lution focused, and address topics related to
personal growth, development, and positive
functioning.”’.

SEC. 705. DOULAS: CERTIFICATION ASSISTANCE
FOR MILITARY SPOUSES; EXPANSION
OF DEMONSTRATION PROJECT.

(a) ASSISTANCE FOR MILITARY SPOUSES TO OB-
TAIN DOULA CERTIFICATIONS.—Section 1784a of
title 10, United States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (d) and (e) as
subsections (e) and (f), respectively; and

(2) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing new subsection (d):

‘“(d) DouLA CERTIFICATIONS.—In carrying out
the programs authorized by subsection (a), the
Secretary shall provide assistance to the spouse
of a member of the armed forces described in
subsection (b) in obtaining a doula certification
provided by an organization that receives reim-
bursement under the extramedical maternal
health providers demonstration project required
by section 746 of the William M. (Mac) Thorn-
berry National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law 116-283; 10 U.S.C.
1073 note).”’.

(b) EXPANSION OF DOULA CARE FURNISHED BY
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.—

(1) EXPANSION OF EXTRAMEDICAL MATERNAL
HEALTH PROVIDERS DEMONSTRATION PROJECT.—
Section 746 of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2021 (Public Law 116-283; 10 U.S.C. 1073
note) is amended—
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(4) by redesignating subsections (e) through
(h) as subsections (f) through (i), respectively;
and

(B) by inserting after subsection (d) the fol-
lowing new subsection (e):

“(e) COVERAGE OF DouLA CARE.—Not later
than 90 days after the date of the enactment of
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2024, the Secretary shall ensure that
the demonstration project includes coverage of
labor doula care, or reimbursement for such
care, for all beneficiaries under the TRICARE
program, including access—

““(1) by members of the Armed Forces on active
duty;

““(2) by beneficiaries outside the continental
United States; and

“(3) at military medical treatment facilities.”’.

(2) HIRING OF DOULAS.—The hiring authority
for each military medical treatment facility may
hire a team of doulas to work in coordination
with lactation support personnel or labor and
delivery units at such facility.

SEC. 706. MEDICAL TESTING AND RELATED SERV-
ICES FOR FIREFIGHTERS OF DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE.

(a) PROVISION OF SERVICES.—During the an-
nual periodic health assessment of each fire-
fighter of the Department of Defense, or at such
other intervals as may be specified in this sub-
section, the Secretary shall provide to the fire-
fighter (at no cost to the firefighter) appropriate
medical testing and related services to detect,
document the presence or absence of, and pre-
vent, certain cancers. Such services shall meet,
at a minimum, the following criteria:

(1) BREAST CANCER.—With respect to the
breast cancer screening, if the firefighter is a fe-
male firefighter—

(A) such services shall include the provision of
a mammogram to the firefighter—

(i) on at least a biannual basis if the fire-
fighter is 40 years old to 49 years old (inclusive);

(ii) on at least an annual basis if the fire-
fighter is at least 50 years old; and

(iii) as clinically indicated (without regard to
age); and

(B) in connection with such provision, a li-
censed radiologist shall review the most recent
mammogram provided to the firefighter, as com-
pared to prior mammograms so provided, and
provide to the firefighter the results of such re-
view.

(2) COLON CANCER.—With respect to colon
cancer screening—

(A) if the firefighter is at least 40 years old,
and as otherwise clinically indicated, such serv-
ices shall include the communication to the fire-
fighter of the risks and benefits of stool-based
blood testing;

(B) if the firefighter is at least 45 years old,
and as clinically indicated (without regard to
age), such services shall include the provision,
at regular intervals, of wvisual examinations
(such as a colonoscopy, CT colonoscopy, or
flexible sigmoidoscopy) or stool-based blood test-
ing; and

(C) in connection with such provision, a li-
censed physician shall review and provide to the
firefighter the results of such examination or
testing, as the case may be.

(3) PROSTATE CANCER.—With respect to pros-
tate cancer screening, if the firefighter is a male
firefighter, the communication to the firefighter
of the risks and benefits of prostate cancer
screenings and the provision to the firefighter of
a prostate-specific antigen test—

(A) on an annual basis, if the firefighter is at
least 50 years old;

(B) on an annual basis, if the firefighter is at
least 40 years old and is a high-risk individual;
and

(C) as clinically indicated (without regard to
age).

(4) OTHER CANCERS.—Such services shall in-
clude routine screenings for any other cancer
the risk or occurrence of which the Director of
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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has identified as higher among firefighters than
among the general public, the provision of
which shall be carried out during the annual
periodic health assessment of the firefighter.

(b) OPTIONAL NATURE.—A firefighter of the
Department of Defense may opt out of the re-
ceipt of a medical testing or related service pro-
vided under subsection (a).

(c) USE OF CONSENSUS TECHNICAL STAND-
ARDS.—In providing medical testing and related
services under subsection (a), the Secretary
shall use consensus technical standards in ac-
cordance with section 12(d) of the National
Technology Transfer and Advancement Act of
1995 (15 U.S.C. 272 note).

(d) DOCUMENTATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In providing medical testing
and related services under subsection (a), the
Secretary—

(A) shall document the acceptance rates of
such tests offered and the rates of such tests
performed;

(B) shall document tests results, to identify
trends in the rates of cancer occurrences among
firefighters; and

(C) may collect and maintain additional infor-
mation from the recipients of such tests and
other services, to allow for appropriate scientific
analysis.

(2) PRIVACY.—In analyzing any information
of an individual documented, collected, or main-
tained under paragraph (1), in addition to com-
plying with other applicable privacy laws, the
Secretary shall ensure the name, and any other
personally identifiable information, of the indi-
vidual is removed from such information prior to
the analysis.

(3) SHARING WITH CENTERS FOR DISEASE CON-
TROL AND PREVENTION.—The Secretary may
share data from any tests performed under sub-
section (a) with the Director of the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, as appropriate,
to increase the knowledge and understanding of
cancer occurrences among firefighters.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘firefighter’” has the meaning
given that term in section 707 of the National
Defense Authorication Act for Fiscal Year 2020
(Public Law 116-92; 133 Stat. 1441; 10 U.S.C.
1074m note).

(2) The term ‘“‘high-risk individual’ means an
individual who—

(A) has at least one first-degree relative who
has been diagnosed with prostate cancer at an
early age; or

(B) is otherwise determined by the Secretary
to be high risk with respect to prostate cancer.
SEC. 707. TEMPORARY REQUIREMENT FOR CON-

TRACEPTION COVERAGE PARITY
UNDER THE TRICARE PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall ensure that, during the one-year period
beginning on the date that is 30 days after the
date of the enactment of the Act, the imposition
or collection of cost-sharing for certain services
is prohibited as follows:

(1) PHARMACY BENEFITS PROGRAM.—Notwith-
standing subparagraphs (A4), (B), and (C), of
section 1074g(a)(6) of title 10, United States
Code, cost-sharing may mot be imposed or col-
lected with respect to any eligible covered bene-
ficiary for any prescription contraceptive on the
uniform formulary provided through a retail
pharmacy described in section 1074g(a)(2)(E)(ii)
of such title or through the national mail-order
pharmacy program of the TRICARE Program.

(2) TRICARE SELECT.—Notwithstanding any
provision under section 1075 of title 10, United
States Code, cost-sharing may not be imposed or
collected for a covered service that is provided
by a network provider under the TRICARE pro-
gram to any beneficiary under such section ezx-
cept for—

(A) a member of the Coast Guard; or

(B) an individual who is a beneficiary because
such individual is a dependent of a member of
the Coast Guard.

(3) TRICARE PRIME.—Notwithstanding sub-
sections (a), (b), and (c) of section 1075a of title
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10, United States Code, cost-sharing may not be
imposed or collected for a covered service that is
provided under TRICARE Prime to any bene-
ficiary under such section except for—

(A) a member of the Coast Guard; or

(B) an individual who is a beneficiary because
such individual is a dependent of a member of
the Coast Guard.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘covered service’’ means any
method of contraception approved, granted, or
cleared by the Food and Drug Administration,
any contraceptive care (including with respect
to insertion, removal, and follow up), any steri-
lization procedure, or any patient education or
counseling service provided in connection with
any such method, care, or procedure.

(2) The term ‘‘eligible covered beneficiary’
means an eligible covered beneficiary as such
term is used in section 1074g of title 10, United
States Code except for—

(A) a member of the Coast Guard, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, or
Public Health Service; or

(B) an individual who is an eligible covered
beneficiary because such individual is a depend-
ent of a member described in subparagraph (A).

(3) The terms “TRICARE Program’” and
“TRICARE Prime” have the meaning given
such terms in section 1072 of title 10, United
States Code.

SEC. 708. NALOXONE AND FENTANYL: REGULA-
TIONS; REPORT.

(a) REGULATIONS.—Not later than January 1,
2024, the Secretary of Defense, in coordination
with the Secretaries of the military departments
shall prescribe regulations regarding maloxone
and fentanyl on military installations. Such
regulations shall—

(1) ensure that naloxone is available for mem-
bers of the Armed Forces—

(A4) on all military installations; and

(B) in each operational environment; and

(2) establish a standardized tracking system—

(A) for naloxone distributed under paragraph
(1); and

(B) of the illegal use of fentanyl and other
controlled substances in the military depart-
ments.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than June 1, 2024, the
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Armed Services of the Senate and House
of Representatives a report regarding nalorone
and fentanyl. Such report shall include the fol-
lowing elements:

(1) Progress in the implementation of regula-
tions prescribed under subsection (a).

(2) The prevalence and incidence of the illegal
use of fentanyl and other controlled substances
in the military departments during the five
years preceding the report.

(3) Processes of the military departments to
mitigate substance abuse, particularly with re-
gards to fentanyl.

(c) NALOXONE DEFINED.—In this section, the
term ‘“‘nalorone’ means nalorone and any other
medication used to reverse opioid overdose.

SEC. 709. RATES OF REIMBURSEMENT FOR PRO-
VIDERS OF APPLIED BEHAVIOR
ANALYSIS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In furnishing applied be-
havior analysis under the TRICARE program to
individuals described in paragraph (2) during
the period beginning on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act and ending on December 31,
2024, the Secretary of Defense shall ensure that
the reimbursement rates for providers of applied
behavior analysis are not less than the rates
that were in effect on May 1, 2023.

(b) INDIVIDUALS DESCRIBED.—Individuals de-
scribed in this paragraph are individuals who
are covered beneficiaries by reason of being a
member or former member of the Army, Navy,
Marine Corps, Air Force, or Space Force, in-
cluding the reserve components thereof, or a de-
pendent of such a member or former member.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the terms
“‘covered beneficiary”’ and <“TRICARE pro-
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gram’ have the meaning given those terms in

section 1072 of title 10, United States Code.

SEC. 710. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE PILOT PRO-
GRAM ON HEALTH EFFECTS OF MED-
ICAL MARIJUANA USE BY VETERANS.

(a) PILOT PROGRAM.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, sub-
ject to the availability in advance of appropria-
tions, the Secretary of Defense, in consultation
with the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, shall
commence the conduct of a pilot program to
study the effect of marijuana use by covered in-
dividuals with respect to the health outcomes of
such individuals (in this section referred to as
the “‘pilot program’’).

(b) AcTivITIES.—Under the pilot program, the
Secretary of Defense, in consultation with the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, shall carry out
the following activities:

(1) Conducting preclinical research or a clin-
ical investigation pursuant to an investigational
new drug exemption under section 505(i) of the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21
U.S.C. 355(i)), in accordance with a research
protocol that has been reviewed and approved
under such section with respect to such research
or investigation.

(2) Assessing and, subject to the Health Insur-
ance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996
(Public Law 104-191) and other applicable laws
regarding privacy, compiling and publishing rel-
evant data collected by State-approved mari-
juana regulatory programs and made available
to the Secretary of Defense.

(3) Such other activities as the Secretary of
Defense may determine appropriate for purposes
of the pilot program.

(c) LOCATION;, RELATIONSHIP TO CERTAIN
LAWS.—

(1) LOCATION; RELATIONSHIP TO STATE LAW.—
The pilot program shall be conducted in one or
more States with a State-approved marijuana
regulatory program, and shall be conducted in
accordance with applicable State law with re-
spect to the manufacture, distribution, dis-
pensing, or possession of marijuana, to the ex-
tent such activity occurs as part of such pilot
program.

(2) RELATIONSHIP TO CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES
ACT.—The Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C.
801 et seq.) and Article 112a of the Uniform Code
of Military Justice (10 U.S.C. 912a) shall not
apply with respect to the manufacture, distribu-
tion, dispensing, or possession of marijuana
under the pilot program as part of preclinical
research or a clinical investigation conducted
under subsection (b)(1), to the extent such activ-
ity occurs as part of the pilot program and in
compliance with Medical Marijuana and
Cannabidiol Research Expansion Act (Public
Law 117-215).

(3) EFFECT ON OTHER LAWS.—Nothing in this
subtitle shall affect or modify—

(A) the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
(21 U.S.C. 301 et seq.);

(B) section 351 of the Public Health Service
Act (42 U.S.C. 262);

(C) the Medical Marijuana and Cannabidiol
Research Expansion Act (Public Law 117-215);
or

(D) any authority of the Commissioner of
Food and Drugs or the Secretary of Health and
Human Services under a provision of law speci-
fied in subparagraphs (A) through (C) (includ-
ing the authority of the Commissioner or Sec-
retary to promulgate regulations or guidelines
relating to the production of hemp under such a
Provision).

(d) EFFECT ON OTHER BENEFITS.—The eligi-
bility or entitlement of a covered individual to
any other benefit under the laws administered
by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs or any
other provision of law shall not be affected by
the participation of the covered individual in
the pilot program.

(e) REPORT.—Not later than one year after the
date on which the pilot program commences,
and annually thereafter for the duration of the
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pilot program, the Secretary of Defense shall
submit to the appropriate congressional commit-
tees a report on the conduct of the pilot pro-
gram.

(f) TERMINATION;, RENEWAL.—

(1) TERMINATION.—Ezxcept as provided in
paragraph (2), the pilot program shall terminate
on the date that is five years after the date on
which the pilot program commences.

(2) RENEWAL.—If the Secretary of Defense de-
termines it appropriate, the Secretary may
renew the pilot program for a single additional
five-year period following the date of termi-
nation under paragraph (1).

(9) FUNDING LIMITATION.—Amounts author-
ized to be made available to the Medicare-Eligi-
ble Retiree Health Care Fund established under
chapter 56 of title 10, United States Code, are
not authorized to be transferred or otherwise
made available to carry out the pilot program.

(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘“‘appropriate congressional com-
mittees’’ means—

(4) the Committee on Armed Services and the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of
Representatives; and

(B) the Committee on Armed Services and the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate.

(2) The term ‘‘covered Armed Force’’ means
the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, or
Space Force.

(3) The term ‘‘covered individual’’ means any
member of a covered Armed Force or veteran di-
agnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder, de-
pression, or anxiety, or prescribed pain manage-
ment, by a health professional furnishing care
at a facility of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs or through the Veterans Community Care
Program under section 1703 of title 38, United
States Code.

(4) The term ‘“‘marijuana’ has the meaning
given that term in section 102(16) of the Con-
trolled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 802(16)).

SEC. 711. PILOT PROGRAM ON
CRYOPRESERVATION AND STORAGE
OF GAMETES OF CERTAIN MEMBERS
OF THE ARMED FORCES.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall establish a pilot program to reim-
burse not more than 200 covered members for ex-
penses incurred in the testing, cryopreservation,
shipping, and storage of gametes of such cov-
ered members in a private storage facility deter-
mined appropriate by the Secretary.

(b) AMOUNT OF REIMBURSEMENT.—A covered
member shall receive not more than—

(1) $500 in the case of a member who preserves
sperm; and

(2) $7,500 in the case of a member who pre-
serves eggs.

(c¢) INFORMATION TO PARTICIPANTS.—The Sec-
retary shall provide to a covered member partici-
pating in the pilot program information regard-
ing providers of services described in subsection
(a) located near the covered member.

(d) IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE.—Not later
than—

(1) 30 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall notify covered mem-
bers of the pilot program; and

(2) 60 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall—

(4) submit to the Committees on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives an implementation plan for the pilot pro-
gram; and

(B) carry out the pilot program.

(e) NO LIABILITY OR CONTRACTUAL OBLIGA-
TION.—The United States shall not be—

(1) considered a party to any agreement be-
tween a covered member who participates in the
pilot program and a private gamete storage fa-
cility; or

(2) responsible for the management of gametes
cryopreserved, or stored for which a covered
member receives reimbursement under such pilot
program.

(f) ADVANCED MEDICAL DIRECTIVE.—A covered
member who participates in the pilot program
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shall complete an advanced medical directive
that specifies how gametes preserved under the
pilot program shall be handled upon the death
of such covered member.

(9) PROMOTION OF PILOT PROGRAM.—Not later
than 30 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall promote the pilot
program to covered members in the course of an-
nual health examinations and pre-deployment
screenings.

(h) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the Secretary establishes the pilot program, the
Secretary shall submit to the Committees on
Armed Services of the Senate and the House of
Representatives a report on the pilot program.
Such report shall include the following:

(1) Usage by covered members.

(2) Demographics of participating covered
members.

(3) Costs of services to participating covered
members.

(4) The feasibility of expanding the pilot pro-
gram.

(5) The feasibility of making the pilot program
permanent.

(6) Other information determined appropriate
by the Secretary.

(i) TERMINATION.—The pilot program shall
terminate one year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

(j) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘covered member’’ means a mem-
ber of a covered Armed Force serving on active
duty—

(A) who has received orders (including de-
ployment orders) for duty for which the member
may receive hazardous duty pay under section
351 of title 37, United States Code;

(B) whom the Secretary determines is likely to
receive such orders in the next 120 days;

(C) who will, under orders, be geographically
separated from a spouse, domestic partner, or
dating partner for a period exceeding 180 days;
or

(D) whose application to participate in the
pilot program that the Secretary approves.

(2) The term ‘‘covered Armed Forces’’ means
the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, or
Space Force.

(3) The term ‘‘deployment’ has the meaning
given such term in section 991(b) of title 10,
United States Code.

SEC. 712. PSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATIONS FOR
CERTAIN MEMBERS OF THE ARMED
FORCES WHO SERVED IN KABUL.

(a) INITIAL EVALUATION.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense shall provide an initial
psychological evaluation to each member of the
Armed Forces who—

(1) served at the Hamid Karzai International
Airport in Kabul, Afghanistan, between August
15 and August 29, 2021; and

(2) has not already received a psychological
evaluation with respect to such service.

(b) ADDITIONAL EVALUATIONS.—The Secretary
of Defense shall provide to each member of the
Armed Forces who receives a psychological eval-
uation under subsection (a), or would have re-
ceived such an evaluation but for the applica-
tion of subsection (a)(2)—

(1) an additional psychological evaluation not
later than two years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act; and

(2) a second additional psychological evalua-
tion not later than five years after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

(c) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—Not later than
220 days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the
congressional defense committees a report on the
number of members of the Armed Forces, broken
down by component (National Guard, Reserve,
and Active), that are eligible for, and receive,
an initial psychological evaluation—

(1) under subsection (a); or

(2) otherwise resulting from service at the
Hamid Karzai International Airport in Kabul,
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Afghanistan, between August 15 and August 29,

2021.

SEC. 713. AUTHORITY TO EXPAND THE TRICARE
COMPETITIVE PLANS DEMONSTRA-
TION PROJECT.

(a) AUTHORITY.—To the extent practicable,
the Secretary of Defense shall seek to expand
the TRICARE Competitive Plans Demonstration
Project to mot fewer than 10 locations on or
after October 1, 2024.

(b) TRICARE COMPETITIVE PLANS DEM-
ONSTRATION PROJECT DEFINED.—In this section,
the term “TRICARE Competitive Plans Dem-
onstration Project’” means the project designed
to test the contract acquisition strategy of pro-
viding an opportunity for local, regional, and
national health plans to participate in the com-
petition for managed care support functions
under the TRICARE program, in accordance
with section 705(c)(3) of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public
Law 114-328; 10 U.S.C. 1073a note).

Subtitle B—Health Care Administration
SEC. 721. CLARIFICATION OF GRADE OF SURGEON
GENERAL OF THE NAVY.

Section 8077 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subsection:

‘““(c) GRADE.—The Surgeon General, while so
serving, shall hold the grade of O-9.”".

SEC. 722. CLARIFICATION OF RESPONSIBILITIES
REGARDING THE INTEGRATED DIS-
ABILITY EVALUATION SYSTEM.

(a) CLARIFICATION.—Subsection (h) of section
1073c of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
ed—

(1) in the heading, by striking ‘‘SECRETARIES
CONCERNED AND MEDICAL EVALUATION BOARDS”’
and inserting ‘‘AUTHORITY OVER MEMBERS’’;

(2) by inserting ‘“(1)”’ before ‘“Nothing’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

““(2) Notwithstanding the responsibilities and
authorities of the Defense Health Agency with
respect to the administration of military medical
treatment facilities as set forth in this section
(including medical evaluations of members of
the armed forces), the Secretary of each military
department shall maintain personnel authority
over, and responsibility for, any member of the
armed forces under the jurisdiction of the mili-
tary department concerned while the member is
being considered by a medical evaluation board
or is otherwise subject to the integrated dis-
ability evaluation system. Such responsibility
shall include the following:

‘““(A) Responsibility for administering the mo-
rale and welfare of the member.

‘““(B) Responsibility for determinations of fit-
ness for duty of the member under chapter 61 of
this title.

““(3) Notwithstanding the responsibilities and
authorities of the Defense Health Agency with
respect to the administration of the integrated
disability evaluation system, a commander shall,
at all times, maintain absolute responsibility for,
and authority over, a member of the armed
forces referred to the integrated disability eval-
uation system. Such responsibility and author-
ity include the following:

‘““(A) The authority to pause any process of
the integrated disability evaluation system re-
garding the member.

‘““(B) The authority to withdraw the member
from the integrated disability evaluation system
if the commander determines that any policy,
procedure, regulation, or other guidance has not
been followed in the member’s case.

‘“‘(4) Pursuant to regulations prescribed by the
Secretary of Defense, a member referred to the
integrated disability evaluation system may file
an appeal of such referral with the Secretary of
the military department concerned. Such an ap-
peal—

““(A) shall be in addition to any appeals proc-
ess established as part of the integrated dis-
ability evaluation system;
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‘““(B) shall include a hearing before an officer
who may convene a general court-martial and
who is in the chain of command of the member;
and

‘“(C) shall be adjudicated mot later than 90
days after such filing.”’.

(b) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary of Defense
shall prescribe regulations to carry out para-
graphs (2) through (4) of such subsection, as
added by this section, not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act.

(c) BRIEFING.—Not later than February 1,
2024, the Secretary of Defense shall provide to
the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate
and House of Representatives a briefing on the
implementation of such paragraphs.

SEC. 723. SHARING OF MEDICAL DATA REGARD-
ING MEMBERS OF THE COAST
GUARD.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 55 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended by adding at the
end the following new section:

“§1110c. Sharing of medical data regarding
members of the Coast Guard

‘““(a) SHARING OF DATA.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall provide, on an annual basis, to the
Commandant of the Coast Guard, data regard-
ing medical care—

‘(1) provided at military medical treatment fa-
cilities established under section 1073c of this
title to members of the Coast Guard and bene-
ficiaries of such members; and

““(2) received by members of the Coast Guard
and beneficiaries of such members through the
TRICARE program.

““(b) CAPABILITY AND CAPACITY REPORTS.—
The Secretary of Defense, acting through the
Director of the Defense Health Agency, shall
provide to the Commandant of the Coast Guard
capability and capacity reports regarding mem-
bers of the Coast Guard, and beneficiaries of
such members, who receive treatment at military
medical treatment facilities.

““(c) HIPAA LIMITATION.—None of the infor-
mation shared under this section shall include
personally identifiable information, sensitive pa-
tient health information, or information that
violates the Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act of 1996 (Public Law 104—
191).”.

(b) PLAN; REPORT.—Not later than 270 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense and the Commandant of
the Coast Guard shall develop a plan to carry
out section 1110c of such title, as added by this
section, and submit a report containing such
plan to the appropriate congressional commit-
tees.

(c) IMPLEMENTATION DATE.—Not later than
one year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary and Commandant shall carry
out section 1110c of such title, as added by this
section.

(d) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate congressional committees’ means the fol-
lowing:

(1) The Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate.

(2) The Committees on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives.

(3) The Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate.

(4) The Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure of the House of Representatives.
SEC. 724. ORGANIZATIONAL FRAMEWORK OF THE

MILITARY HEALTH SYSTEM TO SUP-
PORT THE MEDICAL REQUIREMENTS
OF THE COMBATANT COMMANDS.

(a) DEFENSE HEALTH AGENCY REGIONS IN
CONUS.—Section 712(c) of the John S. McCain
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2019 (Public Law 115-232; 10 U.S.C. 1073c
note) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) in the paragraph heading, by striking
“HEALTHAGENCY” and inserting ‘‘HEALTH AGEN-
cYy”’; and
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(B) by striking ‘‘not more than two’’; and

(2) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking ‘‘mili-
tary’’.
(b) DEFENSE HEALTH AGENCY REGIONS

OCONUS.—Section 712(d) of such Act (Public
Law 115-232; 10 U.S.C. 1073c note) is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by
striking ‘‘not more than two’’; and

(2) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘defense
health regions’ and inserting ‘‘Defense Health
Agency regions’’.

(¢c) PLANNING AND COORDINATION.—Section
712(e)(1)(A) of such Act (Public Law 115-232; 10
U.S.C. 1073¢c note) is amended by striking ‘‘de-
fense health region’ and inserting ‘‘Defense
Health Agency region’’.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by this section shall take effect on October 1,
2023.

SEC. 725. MANDATORY TRAINING ON HEALTH EF-
FECTS OF PERFLUOROALKYL OR
POLYFLUOROALKYL SUBSTANCES.

The Secretary of Defense shall provide to each
medical provider of the Department of Defense
mandatory training with respect to the potential
health effects of perfluoroalkyl or
polyfluoroalkyl substances.

SEC. 726. ESTABLISHMENT OF MILITARY PHARMA-
CEUTICAL AND MEDICAL DEVICE
VULNERABILITY WORKING GROUP.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense, in coordination with the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Under
Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readi-
ness, and the Under Secretary of Defense for
Acquisition and Sustainment, shall establish a
military pharmaceutical and medical device vul-
nerability working group.

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—Each member of the work-
ing group shall be a member of the Armed Forces
or a civilian employee of the Department of De-
fense.

(c) COCHAIRS.—The Secretary shall appoint a
chair of the working group. The working group
shall elect a cochair from among its members.

(d) DUTIES.—The duties of the working group
shall include the following:

(1) To provide a forum for members of the
working group to discuss issues involving ac-
cess, threats, and vulnerabilities to pharma-
ceuticals, therapeutics and medical devices in
operational environments of the Department.

(2) To assess and catalog the work currently
being performed within the Department regard-
ing such access, threats, and vulnerabilities.

(3) To identify current vulnerabilities, includ-
ing supply chain issues, active pharmaceutical
ingredient supplies, device component issues
and cyber and electronic threats that may dis-
rupt operations of the Department.

(4) To identify medications necessary for the
Department in specific circumstances (such as
armed conflict) that are critical for operational
readiness in each combatant command.

(5) To develop an annually updated list of
pharmaceuticals critical to the Department (in-
cluding medications identified under paragraph
(4)) and related quantities needed to mitigate
the risk of supply disruptions for military treat-
ment facilities.

(6) To develop a risk assessment matrix re-
garding such pharmaceuticals and medical de-
vices to highlight related risks to missions of the
combatant commands and the military health
system.

(7) To include any information in the joint
medical estimate of the Department or a similar
report that highlights information that would be
classified as sensitive or requiring a Security
classification above unclassified.

(8) To develop a plan for the allocation of
scarce pharmaceutical resources within the De-
partment during supply chain disruptions and
potential conflicts with competitors highlighted
in the national defense strategy.

(9) To develop a plan for stockpiling essential
medications to ensure availability of a 180-day
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supply during armed conflict or other supply
chain disruptions.

(10) To develop a plan that mitigates
vulnerabilities to active pharmaceutical ingre-
dient supply chains and reduces dependence on
active pharmaceutical ingredients from foreign
sources.

(e) MEETINGS.—The working group shall meet
at the call of the chair or cochairs and not less
than once per quarter of the calendar year.

(f) BRIEFING AND REPORTS.—

(1) INITIAL BRIEFING.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit to the Committees on
Armed Services of the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives an interim report on the organiza-
tion, activities, plans, actions and milestones of
the working group.

(2) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than Sep-
tember 30 of each year, beginning in 2025 and
ending in 2028, the Secretary shall submit to the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and
House of Representatives a report describing the
activities, funding, plans, actions, and mile-
stones of the working group, and other matters
determined by the Secretary, during the pre-
ceding year.

(9) TERMINATION.—The working group shall
terminate on September 30, 2028.

SEC. 727. ESTABLISHMENT OF MEDICAL AND SUR-
GICAL CONSUMABLES STANDARD-
IZATION WORKING GROUP.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than March 1,
2024, the Secretary of Defense shall establish a
working group of logistics experts, medical ex-
perts, and surgical experts from across the mili-
tary departments and the Defense Health Agen-
cy to standardize the medical and surgical
consumable supplies procured and used within
the Department of Defense.

(b) CHAIR.—The Secretary shall appoint an
officer in a grade above O-6 to serve as chair of
the working group.

(c) DUTIES.—The duties of the working group
include the following:

(1) To identify a list of the consumable med-
ical and surgical supplies acquired by the De-
partment, by national item identification num-
ber or national stock number.

(2) To identify, of the supplies identified
under paragraph (1)—

(A) unique items; and

(B) non-unique items that are functionally
interchangeable.

(3) Disaggregate such list by the offeror of the
supplies, member of the acquisition workforce
(as defined in section 101 of title 10, United
States Code) responsible for procurement of the
supplies, and the entity or end user of such sup-
plies.

(4) To revise and standardize the catalog for
consumable medical and surgical supplies of the
Department of Defense, including the elimi-
nation unnecessary and duplicate supplies.

(5) To ensure supplies identified under para-
graph (1) are provided to the appropriate entity
or end user in a regular and timely manner.

(6) To coordinate with the Director of the De-
fense Logistics Agency to conduct regular stress
tests of the surge requirements for such supplies.

(7) To generate methods to encourage health
care providers in the Defense Health Agency to
procure such supplies through the catalog de-
scribed in paragraph (4) instead of through
other means.

(d) BRIEFINGS.—

(1) INTERIM.—Not later than October 1, 2024,
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and
House of Representatives a briefing on the ac-
tivities of the working group.

(2) FINAL.—Not later than December 31, 2025,
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and
House of Representatives a final briefing on the
activities of the working group.

(e) TERMINATION.—The working group shall
terminate two years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.
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SEC. 728. PILOT PROGRAM ON REMOTE HEALTH
MONITORING TECHNOLOGIES.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall carry out a pilot program to furnish,
to certain members of the Armed Forces, tech-
nologies that offer remote health monitoring.

(b) REQUIREMENTS FOR PILOT PROGRAM.—The
pilot program shall include members—

(1) of special operations forces; and

(2) the Center for Initial Military Training of
the Army, including members undergoing—

(4) basic combat training; and

(B) the future soldier preparatory course.

(c) CRITERIA FOR TECHNOLOGIES.—Tech-
nologies furnished wunder the pilot program
shall—

(1) use facial detection technology; and

(2) provide information on a member’s—

(A) heart rate, including variability;

(B) blood pressure;

(C) blood oxygen saturation level; and

(D) respiratory rate.

(d) BRIEFING.—Not later than six months after
commencing the pilot program, the Secretary
shall provide to the congressional defense com-
mittees a briefing on the pilot program, includ-
ing—

(1) an explanation of—

(A) the types of technologies considered for
the pilot program;

(B) the success of the pilot program in in-
creasing awareness of the physical and mental
health of members furnished such technologies;
and

(C) any potential barriers to the expansion of
the pilot program; and

(2) recommendations for how the Secretary
may use readily available remote health moni-
toring technologies to enhance physical and
mental health awareness of members of the
Armed Forces.

(e) TERMINATION.—The pilot program shall
terminate five years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SEC. 729. TASK FORCE OF DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE ON MENTAL HEALTH.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall establish a task force to examine
matters relating to the mental health of members
of the Armed Forces (in this section referred to
as the ‘‘task force”’).

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—

(1) QUALIFICATIONS.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall appoint to the task force individuals
who have demonstrated expertise in the fol-
lowing areas:

(A) National mental health policy.

(B) Military personnel policy.

(C) Research in the field of mental health.

(D) Clinical care in mental health.

(E) Military chaplain or pastoral care.

(2) NUMBER; COMPOSITION.—The Secretary of
Defense shall appoint not more than 15 individ-
uals to the task force in accordance with the
following:

(A) DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE APPOINTEES.—
The appointees shall include—

(i) at least one member of each of the Army,
Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, and the Na-
tional Guard;

(ii) at least one surgeon general of an Armed
Force; and

(iii) at least one dependent of a member of the
Armed Forces who has experience working with
military families.

(B) NON-DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AP-
POINTEES.—Not fewer than 7 of the appointees
shall be individuals who are not members of the
Armed Forces, civilian employees of the Depart-
ment of Defense, or dependents of such mem-
bers, and shall include—

(i) an officer or employee of the Department of
Veterans Affairs; and

(ii) an officer or employee of the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administra-
tion of the Department of Health and Human
Services.

(C) DEADLINE.—The Secretary of Defense
shall appoint all members by not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment of this Act.
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(D) CoO-CHAIRS.—There shall be two co-chairs
of the task force, of whom—

(i) one shall be designated by the Secretary at
the time of appointment from among the individ-
uals appointed under subparagraph (A); and

(ii) one shall be selected from among the mem-
bers appointed under subparagraph (B) by the
members so appointed.

(c) ASSESSMENT AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON
MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES.—

(1) REPORT.—Not later than one year after the
date on which all members of the task force
have been appointed, the task force shall submit
to the Secretary of Defense a report containing
an assessment of, and recommendations for im-
proving, the efficacy of mental health services
provided to members of the Armed Forces by the
Secretary of Defense.

(2) USE OF OTHER EFFORTS.—In preparing the
report under paragraph (1), the task force shall
take into consideration completed and ongoing
efforts by the Secretary of Defense and the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to improve the effi-
cacy of mental health care provided to members
of the Armed Forces.

(3) ELEMENTS.—The assessment and rec-
ommendations specified in paragraph (1) (in-
cluding recommendations for legislative or ad-
ministrative action) shall include measures to
improve the following:

(A) The awareness of the potential for mental
health conditions of members of the Armed
Forces.

(B) The access to, and efficacy of, existing
programs (include telehealth programs) in pri-
mary care and mental health care to prevent,
identify, and treat mental health conditions of
members of the Armed Forces, including pro-
grams for—

(i) forward-deployed troops;

(ii) members of the reserve components; and

(iii) members assigned to remote or austere
duty locations.

(C) The access to adequate telehealth re-
sources including for members described in sub-
paragraph (B), including access to equipment,
bandwidth, and platforms used to deliver care.

(D) The assessment of disruptions to mental
health care as a result of frequent changes to
eligibility and coverage for members of the Na-
tional Guard under the TRICARE program, as
well as potential benefits of more consistent
care.

(E) Analysis of the potential effect on access
and outcomes for members serving on active
duty as a result of proposed cuts to military end
strengths regarding members with medical mili-
tary occupational specialties.

(F) The access to and programs for family
members of members of the Armed Forces, in-
cluding family members overseas.

(G) Access to, and quality of, private mental
health care received by members of the Armed
Forces through the TRICARE program.

(H) The reduction or elimination of barriers to
care, including the stigma associated with men-
tal health conditions, by measures including en-
hanced confidentiality for members of the
Armed Forces who seek care for such conditions.

(I) The awareness of mental health services
available to dependents of members of the
Armed Forces.

(J) The adequacy of outreach, education, and
support programs on mental health matters for
families of members of the Armed Forces.

(K) The early identification and treatment of
mental health and substance abuse problems
through the use of internal mass media commu-
nications (including radio, and television, social
media) and other education tools to change atti-
tudes within the Armed Forces regarding mental
health and substance abuse treatment.

(L) The transition from mental health care
furnished by the Secretary of Defense to such
care furnished by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs.

(M) The availability of long-term follow-up
and access to care for mental health conditions
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for members of the Individual Ready Reserve
and the Selected Reserve and for discharged,
separated, or retired members of the Armed
Forces.

(N) Collaboration between the heads of ele-
ments of the Department of Defense with re-
sponsibility for, or jurisdiction over, the provi-
sion of mental health services.

(O) Coordination between the Secretary of De-
fense and civilian communities, including State,
local, Tribal, and territorial governments, and
local support organizations, with respect to
mental health services.

(P) Coordination between the Secretary of De-
fense and the heads of relevant Federal stake-
holders, including the Assistant Secretary for
Mental Health and Substance Use, the Director
of the National Institutes of Health, and the Di-
rector of the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

(@) The scope and efficacy of curricula and
training on mental health matters for com-
manders in the Armed Forces.

(R) The efficiency and effectiveness of pre-
and post-deployment mental health screenings,
including mental health screenings for members
of the Armed Forces.

(S) The effectiveness of mental health pro-
grams provided in languages other than
English.

(T) Tracking the use of behavioral health
services and related outcomes, including wait
times, continuity of care, symptom resolution,
and maintenance of improvements resulting
from treatment.

(U) Other matters the task force determines
appropriate.

(d) ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS.—

(1) COMPENSATION.—

(A) MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES; UNITED
STATES GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES.—Each member
of the task force who is a member of the Armed
Forces or a civilian officer or employee of the
United States Government shall serve without
compensation (other than compensation to
which entitled as a member of the Armed Forces
or an officer or employee of the United States
Government, as the case may be).

(B) OTHER MEMBERS.—Any member of the
task force mot described in subparagraph (A)
shall be treated for purposes of section 3161 of
title 5, United States Code, as having been ap-
pointed under subsection (b) of such section.

(2) OVERSIGHT.—The Under Secretary of De-
fense for Personnel and Readiness shall oversee
the activities of the task force.

(3) ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT.—The Director
of the Washington Headquarters Services of the
Department of Defense shall provide the task
force with personnel, facilities, and other ad-
ministrative support as necessary for the per-
formance of the duties of the task force.

(4) ACCESS TO FACILITIES.—The Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness,
in coordination with the Secretaries of the mili-
tary departments, shall ensure appropriate ac-
cess by the task force to military installations
and facilities for purposes of the discharge of
the duties of the task force.

(e) TERMINATION.—The task force shall termi-
nate 90 days after the date on which the Sec-
retary submits to the appropriate congressional
committees the report of the task force under
subsection (c)(1).

(f) PLAN OF THE SECRETARY.—Not later than
180 days after receiving the report of the task
force under subsection (c)(1), the Secretary of
Defense shall develop a plan based on the rec-
ommendations of the task force and submit such
plan to the congressional defense committees.

(9) REPORTS BY THE SECRETARY.—For each of
the five years following the receipt of the report
of the task force under subsection (c)(1), the
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees a report on the rec-
ommendations made by the task force with re-
spect to the Department of Defense. Each such
report shall include—
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(1) for each such recommendation, the deter-
mination of the Secretary of Defense as to
whether to implement the recommendation;

(2) in the case of a recommendation the Sec-
retary intends to implement, the intended
timeline for implementation, a description of
any additional resources or authorities required
for such implementation, and the plan for such
implementation,

(3) in the case of a recommendation the Sec-
retary determines is mot advisable or feasible,
the analysis and justification of the Secretary in
making that determination; and

(4) in the case of a recommendation the Sec-
retary determines is already being implemented,
the analysis and justification of the Secretary in
making that determination.

(h) BRIEFINGS BY THE SECRETARY.—Not less
frequently than annually during the five-year
period following the receipt of the report of the
task force under subsection (c)(1), the Secretary
of Defense shall provide to the congressional de-
fense committees a briefing on—

(1) the progress of the Secretary of Defense in
analyzing and implementing the recommenda-
tions made by the task force;

(2) any programs, projects, or other activities
of the Department of Defense that are being car-
ried out to implement such recommendations;
and

(3) the amount of funding provided for such
programs, projects, and activities.

(i) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate congressional committees’ means—

(1) the Committee on Armed Services and the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of
Representatives; and

(2) the Committee on Armed Services and the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate.
SEC. 730. DISCLOSURES BY ENTITIES RECEIVING

GRANTS THE SECRETARY OF DE-
FENSE FOR BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH.

Any entity that receives a grant from the Sec-
retary of Defense for biomedical research shall—

(1) disclose to the Secretary each corporate
parent, affiliate, and subsidiary of such entity;
and

(2) certify to the Secretary that such entity
does not receive funding from—

(A) the Chinese Communist Party;

(B) a company included in the non-SDN Chi-
nese military-industrial complexr companies list
maintained by the Secretary of the Treasury; or

(C) an entity on the sanctions list of the Of-
fice of Foreign Assets Control of the Department
of the Treasury.

Subtitle C—Studies and Reports
SEC. 741. AMENDMENTS TO REPORT ON BEHAV.
IORAL HEALTH WORKFORCE OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.

Section 737 of the James M. Inhofe National
Defense Authorication Act for Fiscal Year 2023
(Public Law 117-263) is amended as follows:

(1) In subsection (c)(1)—

(A) by redesignating subparagraph (H) as sub-
paragraph (M); and

(B) by inserting, after subparagraph (G), the
following new subparagraphs:

‘“‘(H) The number of behavioral health pro-
viders performing active duty who are perma-
nently assigned to positions outside of their field
of training (including command, recruitment or
training, and staff assignments).

‘“(I) The extent to which collateral duties af-
fect the ability of behavioral health providers
described in subparagraph (H) to provide care.

“(J) The number of civilian behavioral health
providers with collateral administrative duties,
and the extent to which such duties affect such
providers/ ability to provide care.

‘“(K) The effects of preventing behavioral
health providers from serving in positions rel-
evant to their fields.

‘(L) An analysis of how a full-time equivalent
is calculated and the feasibility of standardizing
the calculation within and across the Armed
Forces.”.
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(2) In subsection (e), by adding at the end the
following new paragraph:

““(11) The term ‘behavioral health provider’
includes a—

“(A) licensed
worker;

““(B) psychologist;

““(C) licensed mental health counselor;

“(D) licensed marriage and family therapist;

“(E) psychiatric nurse mental health clinical
specialist; or

“(F) psychiatrist.”.

SEC. 742. COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGY ON FORCE
RESILIENCE OF THE DEPARTMENT
OF DEFENSE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 270 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Armed Services of the Senate and House
of Representatives and publish a comprehensive
strategy on force resilience that provides a
proactive, intentional approach to holistic
health within the Total Force Fitness frame-
work of the Department of Defense. Such strat-
egy shall include the following:

(1) Priorities and objectives determined by the
Secretary.

(2) Assessments of the effectiveness of current
models, focusing on models that are data-driven
and evidence-based.

(3) Implementation of the recommendation in
the Report to Congress on the Department of
Defense Plan to Achieve the Vision of the DoD
Task Force on Mental Health, dated September
19, 2007, to provide embedded health care and
support professional in high-risk units.

(4) Provision of care in all health domains.

(5) A reevaluation of operational requirements
to ensure that embedded positions are appro-
priately billeted, funded, trained, and
deployable (if deemed necessary).

(6) Participation of the prevention workforce
of the Department.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than 90 days
after publishing the strategy under subsection
(a), the Secretary shall implement such strategy.

(c) REPORTS.—The Secretary shall submit to
the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate
and House of Representatives a report not less
than once each year on the progress of the im-
plementation of the strategy until the Secretary
determines all objectives of the strategy have
been achieved. Each such report shall include
the following:

(1) Challenges or barriers to implementation of
the strategy.

(2) An assessment of the effectiveness of the
embedded health care professionals and support
professionals.

(3) Improvements to the strategy implemented
by the Secretary.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘covered Armed Force’’ means
the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, or
Space Force.

(2) The term ‘‘health care professional’’ in-
cludes a psychiatrist, psychologist, licensed clin-
ical social worker, nurse practitioner, or mental
health technician.

(3) The term ‘“‘high-risk unit’’ means a unit of
a covered Armed Force that the Secretary of the
military department concerned determines is ex-
posed to high levels of stress, trauma, and oper-
ational tempo, and is more likely to experience
negative health outcomes.

(4) The term ‘‘support professional’” means
trained a professional in a field that imme-
diately supports force resilience, such as a chap-
lain, nutritionist, or financial counselor.

SEC. 743. STUDY ON NON-CLINICAL MENTAL
HEALTH SERVICES OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE.

(a) STUDY REQUIRED.—The Secretary of De-
fense, in coordination with the Secretaries of
the military departments, shall conduct a study
regarding the following:

(1) How NCMH programs (including the Mili-
tary and Family Life Counseling Program), are

independent clinical social
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implemented throughout the Department of De-
fense, including distribution of NCMH profes-
sionals.

(2) The differences in roles and responsibilities
between NCMH professionals and clinical men-
tal health professionals.

(3) How the effectiveness of NCMH profes-
sionals and NCMH programs are measured.

(4) The processes by which NCMH profes-
sionals—

(A) track services they provide;

(B) refer and track such referrals to clinical
mental health professionals, chaplains, and
other service providers; and

(C) ease the transition for such a referral to
ensure a treatment plan continues smoothly.

(5) The costs to the United States of NCMH
programs of the Department during the calendar
years 2019 through 2023.

(6) The outcomes of NCMH programs.

(7) Recommendations for the future of NCMH
programs.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than June 1, 2024, the
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Armed Services of the Senate and House
of Representatives a report containing the re-
sults of the study under this section.

(c) NCMH DEFINED.—The term
means non-clinical mental health.
SEC. 744. CLINICAL STUDY ON TREATMENT OF

CERTAIN MEMBERS WITH CERTAIN
CONDITIONS USING CERTAIN PSY-
CHEDELIC SUBSTANCES.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall carry out a clinical
study in military treatment facilities on the
treatment of members of the covered Armed
Forces serving on active duty with a covered
condition using covered psychedelic substances.

(b) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall submit to the Committees on
Armed Services of the House of Representatives
and the Senate a report on the results of the
clinical study. The report shall include the fol-
lowing:

(1) The number of members of the covered
Armed Forces who participated in the clinical
study.

(2) The findings of such clinical study.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘covered Armed Force’ means
the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, or
Space Force.

(2) The term ‘‘covered condition’ means any
of the following:

(A) Post-traumatic stress.

(B) Traumatic brain injury.

(C) Chronic traumatic encephalopathy.

(3) The term ‘“‘covered psychedelic substances’
means any of the following:

(4) 3,4-methylenedioxry-methamphetamine
(commonly known as “MDMA”’).

(B) Psilocybin.

(C) Ibogaine.

(D) 5-Methoxy-N,N-dimethyltryptamine (com-
monly known as “DMT”’).

SEC. 745. STUDY ON OPIOID ALTERNATIVES.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense shall carry out a study in
military treatment facilities on the efficacy of
opioid alternatives for pain management.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall submit to the Committees on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate and House of Representatives
a report on the results of the study under this
section. Such report shall include recommenda-
tions of the Secretary regarding the use of
opioid alternatives in military treatment facili-
ties.

(c) OPIOID ALTERNATIVE DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘opioid alternative’ includes
the following:

(1) Cryotherapy.

(2) Hyperbaric oxygen therapy.

“NCMH”
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(3) Sensory deprivation.

SEC. 746. REPORT ON OVERDOSES BY MEMBERS
OF CERTAIN ARMED FORCES.

(a) ANNUAL REPORT ON MILITARY
OVERDOSES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally thereafter for four subsequent years, the
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report on the
number of annual overdoses among members of
the covered Armed Forces.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by para-
graph (1) shall include the following elements:

(A) The total number of such members who
suffered a fatal overdose during the previous
calendar year, including—

(i) demographic information, including gen-
der, race, age, military department, rank, grade,
station, and number of previous deployments;

(ii) the location of the fatal overdose, includ-
ing whether the overdose was on a military in-
stallation; and

(iii) a list of the substances involved in the
fatal overdose.

(B) Of the members identified under subpara-
graph (A)—

(i) the number of members who previously had
a non-fatal overdose;

(ii) the number of members who received men-
tal health or substance use disorder services
prior to a fatal or non-fatal overdose, including
a description of whether such services were re-
ceived from a private sector provider;

(iii) the number of members with co-morbid
mental health diagnoses;

(iv) the number of members who had been pre-
scribed opioids, benzodiazepines, or stimulants;

(v) the number of members who were pre-
viously prescribed or provided naloxone;

(vi) the number of members who had a positive
drug test prior to the fatal overdose, including
any substance identified in such test;

(vii) the number of members referred, includ-
ing by self-referral, to medical treatment, in-
cluding medication treatment for opioid use dis-
order;

(viii) with respect to each members identified
in clause (vii), whether the members was re-
ferred after a positive drug test and the source
of such referral;

(ix) of the members identified in clause (vii),
the number of members who engaged in such
medical treatment; and

(x) the number of members who suffered a
fatal overdose in which a bystander was
present.

(C) The total number of such members who
suffered a mon-fatal overdose during the pre-
vious calendar year, including—

(i) demographic information, including gen-
der, race, age, military department, rank, grade,
station, and number of previous deployments;

(ii) a list of the substances involved in the
non-fatal overdose; and

(iii) a determination of whether the non-fatal
overdose was intentional.

(D) Of the members identified in subpara-
graph (C)—

(i) the number of members who previously had
a non-fatal overdose;

(ii) the number of members who received men-
tal health or substance use disorder services
prior to a non-fatal overdose;

(iii) the number of members with co-morbid
mental health diagnoses prior to a mnon-fatal
overdose;

(iv) the number of members who had been pre-
scribed opioids, benzodiazepines, or stimulants
prior to a non-fatal overdose;

(v) the number of members who had a positive
drug test prior to the fatal overdose, including
any substance identified in such test;

(vi) the number of members who suffered a
non-fatal overdose in which a bystander was
present;

(vii) the number of members who had been
categorized as high risk and prescribed or pro-
vided naloxone prior to a non-fatal overdose;
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(viii) the number of members who suffered a
non-fatal overdose in which nalorone was ad-
ministered;

(ix) the number of members referred to medical
treatment, including medication treatment for
opioid use disorder, following a non-fatal over-
dose;

(x) of the members identified in clause (ix), the
number of members who engaged in such med-
ical treatment;

(xi) the number of members referred, including
by self-referral, to medical treatment, including
medication treatment for opioid use disorder;

(xii) with respect to each members identified in
clause (xi), whether the members was referred
after a positive drug test and the source of such
referral;

(xiii) of the members identified in clause (xi),
the number of members who engaged in such
medical treatment; and

(riv) the number of intentional overdoses.

(E) An analysis of discernable patterns in
fatal and non-fatal overdoses of such members,
and existing or anticipated responses to such
patterns by the Secretary of Defense.

(F) A description of existing or anticipated re-
sponse efforts to fatal and non-fatal overdoses
at military bases that have rates of fatal
overdoses that exceed the average rate of fatal
overdoses in the United States.

(G) The number of such members who are in
recovery or currently taking a prescription
medication for opioid use disorder.

(H) The number of military family members of
such members who receive substance use dis-
order treatment at a medical facility of the De-
partment of Defense.

(I) An assessment of the availability of sub-
stance use disorder treatment for such members
who—

(i) transferred military bases; or

(ii) returned to the United States following an
overseas tour.

(J) The number of medical facilities of, or af-
filiated with, the Department of Defense that
have opioid treatment programs.

(K) A description of punitive measures taken
by the Secretary of Defense in response to sub-
stance misuse, substance use disorder, or over-
dose by such members.

(L) The number of military family members
who live on a military base who suffered a fatal
or non-fatal overdose during the previous cal-
endar year, including—

(i) demographic information, including gen-
der, race, age, and relationship to a members;

(ii) the location of the overdose;

(iii) a list of the substances involved in the
overdose; and

(iv) a determination of whether the overdose
was intentional.

(3) REPORTING ON FEWER THAN FIVE MEM-
BERS.—If the number of such members or mili-
tary family members identified under any sub-
paragraph of paragraph (2) is fewer than five,
the Secretary of Defense shall for, such sub-
paragraph—

(A) not report the exact number of such mem-
bers or military family members identified; and

(B) report that fewer than five such members
or military family members were identified.

(4) PRIVACY.—Nothing in this section shall be
construed to authorize the disclosure by the Sec-
retary of Defense of personally identifiable in-
formation of such members or military family
members, including anonymized personal infor-
mation that could be used to re-identify such
members or military family members.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘“‘appropriate congressional com-
mittees’’ means—

(A) the congressional defense committees;

(B) the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions of the Senate; and

(C) the Committee on Energy and Commerce of
the House of Representatives.

(2) The term ‘‘covered Armed Force’’ means
the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, or
Space Force.
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(3) The term “‘military family member’ means
a family member of a member of a covered
Armed Force, including a spouse, parent, de-
pendent, child, or guardian of a child of such a
member.

SEC. 747. FEASIBILITY REPORT REGARDING DHA
EMPLOYMENT OF CERTAIN MENTAL
HEALTH PROVIDERS AWAITING LI-
CENSURE.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than Sep-
tember 30, 2024, the Secretary of Defense shall
submit to the Committees on Armed Services of
the Senate and House of Representatives a re-
port on the feasibility of revising policies of
DHA regarding the supervision of covered men-
tal health employees in order to align with the
policies set forth in VHA Directive 1027 of the
Veterans Health Administration (dated October
23, 2019). In determining such feasibility, the
Secretary shall consider issues including the fol-
lowing:

(1) The need to employ covered mental health
employees in DHA.

(2) The capacity of licensed mental health
professionals employed in DHA to supervise cov-
ered mental health employees.

(3) The effects of such alignment on access by
members of the Armed Forces to mental health
care.

(4) The potential risks and costs to the United
States of such alignment.

(5) Any statutory or regulatory changes nec-
essary for such alignment.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘covered mental health em-
ployee’” means an individual—

(A) employed by the Defense Health Agency
as a psychologist, social worker, professional
mental health counselor, or marriage and family
therapist; and

(B) who has yet to be licensed in such profes-
sion by a State.

(2) The term
Health Agency.

(3) The term ‘“‘State’” has the meaning given
such term in section 901 of title 32, United States
Code.

SEC. 748. STUDY ON HEALTH CARE AVAILABLE TO
INDIVIDUALS SUPPORTING THE MIS-
SIONS OF UNITED STATES FORCES,
JAPAN, AND JOINT REGION MARI-
ANAS.

(a) STUDY REQUIRED.—The Commander,
United States Indo-Pacific Command, shall con-
duct a study to determine whether health care
services available to covered individuals is suffi-
cient to support—

(1) the missions of United States Forces,
Japan, and Joint Region Marianas; and

(2) the National Defense Strategy.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study under this section
shall include the following elements:

(1) With regards to health care services fur-
nished through the military health system to
covered individuals, an assessment of—

(A) the sufficiency of such services; and

(B) challenges to such services.

(2) A assessment of the availability of health
care services to covered individuals, including—

(A) the sufficiency of such services; and

(B) challenges to such services.

(3) A mission risk assessment for United States
Forces, Japan, and Joint Region Marianas if
health care services furnished through the mili-
tary health system were available in the fol-
lowing scenarios:

(4) To members, civilian employees of the De-
partment of Defense, and dependents of such
members and employees, only.

(B) To covered individuals on a space-avail-
able basis, pursuant to the policy memorandum
of the Defense Health Agency dated March 1,
2023.

(C) To all covered individuals.

(4) A mission cost analysis based on the risk
assessment under paragraph (3).

(5) Recommendations of the Commander re-
garding the assessment under paragraph (3) and

“DHA” means the Defense
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the analysis under paragraph (4), including a
recommendation regarding which scenario in
paragraph (3) best supports the National De-
fense Strategy for the areas of responsibility of
United States Forces, Japan, and Joint Region
Marianas.

(c) BRIEFINGS; REPORT.—The Commander, in
coordination with the Assistant Secretary of De-
fense for Health Affairs, shall submit to the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and
House of Representatives—

(1) an interim briefing on the study not later
than 60 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act;

(2) a final briefing mot later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act; and

(3) a final report not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, including
recommendations regarding legislation or fund-
ing to improve care services furnished through
the military health system to covered individ-
uals.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘covered individual’’ means an
individual who supports the mission of United
States Forces, Japan, or Joint Region Marianas,
including—

(A) a member of the Armed Forces;

(B) an employee of the Federal Government;

(C) a dependent of a member described in sub-
paragraph (B) or an employee described in sub-
paragraph (C); or

(D) an employee of an entity that has entered
into an agreement with the United States.

(2) The term ‘“‘health care services’ includes
such health care services furnished—

(A) through the military health system; and

(B) by a source not described in subparagraph
(A4).

SEC. 749. UNITED STATES-ISRAEL PTSD COLLABO-
RATIVE RESEARCH.

(a) GRANT PROGRAM FOR INCREASED COOPERA-
TION ON POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER RE-
SEARCH BETWEEN UNITED STATES AND ISRAEL.—

(1) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the Secretary of Defense, acting
through the Psychological Health and Trau-
matic Brain Injury Research Program, should
seek to explore scientific collaboration between
American academic institutions and nonprofit
research entities, and Israeli institutions with
expertise in researching, diagnosing, and treat-
ing post-traumatic stress disorder.

(2) GRANT PROGRAM.—The Secretary of De-
fense, in coordination with the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs and the Secretary of State, shall
award grants to eligible entities to carry out col-
laborative research between the United States
and Israel with respect to post-traumatic stress
disorders. The Secretary of Defense shall carry
out the grant program under this subsection in
accordance with the agreement titled ‘‘Agree-
ment Between the Government of the United
States of America and the Government of Israel
on the United States-Israel Binational Science
Foundation’’, dated September 27, 1972.

(3) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—To be eligible to re-
ceive a grant under this subsection, an entity
shall be an academic institution or a nonprofit
entity located in the United States.

(4) AWARD.—The Secretary shall award grants
under this subsection to eligible entities that—

(A) carry out a research project that—

(i) addresses a requirement in the area of post-
traumatic stress disorders that the Secretary de-
termines appropriate to research using such
grant; and

(ii) is conducted by the eligible entity and an
entity in Israel under a joint research agree-
ment; and

(B) meet such other criteria that the Secretary
may establish.

(5) APPLICATION.—To be eligible to receive a
grant under this subsection, an eligible entity
shall submit an application to the Secretary at
such time, in such manner, and containing such
commitments and information as the Secretary
may require.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

(6) GIFT AUTHORITY.—The Secretary may ac-
cept, hold, and administer, any gift of money
made on the condition that the gift be used for
the purpose of the grant program under this
subsection. Such gifts of money accepted under
this paragraph shall be deposited in the Treas-
ury in the Department of Defense General Gift
Fund and shall be available, subject to appro-
priation, without fiscal year limitation.

(7) REPORTS.—Not later than 180 days after
the date on which an eligible entity completes a
research project using a grant under this sub-
section, the Secretary shall submit to Congress a
report that contains—

(4) a description of how the eligible entity
used the grant; and

(B) an evaluation of the level of success of the
research project.

(b) TERMINATION.—The authority to award
grants under subsection (a) shall terminate on
the date that is seven years after the date on
which the first such grant is awarded.

SEC. 750. FEASIBILITY STUDY ON CREATION OF
CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE IN
UKRAINE FOR TREATMENT OF TRAU-
MATIC BRAIN INJURIES AND TRAU-
MATIC EXTREMITY INJURIES.

The Secretary of Defense shall conduct a fea-
sibility study to—

(1) determine whether opportunities exist for
the head of the center of excellence established
under section 723 of the Duncan Hunter Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2009 (38 U.S.C. 7327 mote) to collaborate
with an appropriate counterpart from the Gov-
ernment of Ukraine to establish a center of ex-
cellence of Ukraine for the treatment of trau-
matic extremity injury in Ukraine with the pur-
pose of providing for the mitigation, treatment,
and rehabilitation of traumatic extremity inju-
ries and amputations experienced in Ukraine as
a result of Russian aggression; and

(2) determine whether opportunities exist for
the head of the center of excellence established
under section 1621 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008 (Public Law
110-181; 122 Stat. 453; 10 U.S.C. 1071 note) to col-
laborate with an appropriate counterpart from
the Government of Ukraine to establish a center
of excellence of Ukraine for the treatment of
traumatic brain injury in Ukraine with the pur-
pose of—

(4) improving the lives of individuals affected
by traumatic brain injury experienced in
Ukraine as a result of Russian aggression and
improving the lives of the family members of any
such individual; and

(B) collaborating with such individuals, such
family members, referring providers, and rel-
evant researchers to provide to such individuals,
to the extent possible—

(i) a point of entry into the health care sys-
tem;

(ii) a clear path through diagnosis, treatment,
and reintegration, with respect to traumatic
brain injury; and

(iii) consistent access to high quality treat-
ment, research, and education, with respect to
traumatic brain injury.

SEC. 751. TESTOSTERONE LEVELS AMONG MEM-
BERS OF SPECIAL FORCES OF THE
ARMY: STUDY; REPORT.

(a) STUDY.—The Under Secretary of Defense
for Personnel and Readiness shall conduct a
five-year study, beginning in fiscal year 2024,
with respect to the following elements:

(1) Whether members of special forces of the
Army at entry to the qualification course have
higher levels of testosterome than the average
male civilian for that age group.

(2) The effects of special forces training and
deployments on levels of testosterone of such
members.

(3) The quality of testing for decreased testos-
terone levels among such members, and whether
testing should be conducted at later times of the
day to more accurately reflect testosterone lev-
els.
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(4) Assistance offered to prevent and treat de-
creasing testosterone levels among such mem-
bers.

(5) The impacts of decreased testosterone lev-
els on readiness of such members.

(6) The impacts of decreased testosterone lev-
els on the long-term health of such members.

(7) Anything the Under Secretary determines
appropriate.

(b) REPORTS.—

(1) INTERIM REPORT.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Under Secretary shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees an interim report on
the study under subsection (a), including rec-
ommendations of the Under Secretary regard-
ing—

(A) the appropriateness of conducting a pilot
program to provide testosterone replacement
therapy to such members; and

(B) providing natural remedies to such mem-
bers to prevent testosterone loss, including per-
sonalized meal plans, exercise plans, sleep rec-
ommendations, and actions to improve bone
density and red blood count.

(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than one year
after completing the study under subsection (a),
the Under Secretary shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees a final report regard-
ing such study.

(3) FORM.—A report under this subsection
shall be submitted in an unclassified form, but
may include a classified annex.

SEC. 752. GAO REPORT ON TRICARE PAYMENTS

TO BEHAVIORAL HEALTH PROFES-
SIONALS.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit to the Committees on Armed Serv-
ices of the House of Representatives and the
Senate the results of a study on TRICARE pay-
ments to TRICARE network behavioral profes-
sionals.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study shall include a
comprehensive analysis of the following ele-
ments:

(1) The timeliness of such payments.

(2) The accuracy of such payments.

(3) The extent to which contractors comply
with section 6.2.1 of the TRICARE Operations
Manual.

(4) Areas of improvement that would enhance
and improve the administrative process of such
payments.

TITLE VIII—ACQUISITION POLICY, ACQUI-
SITION MANAGEMENT, AND RELATED
MATTERS

Subtitle A—Acquisition Policy and
Management
SEC. 801. COMMERCIAL NATURE DETERMINATION
MEMO AVAILABLE TO CONTRACTOR.

Section 3456(b)(2) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: ‘“Upon the request of the contractor of-
fering the product or service for which such de-
termination is summarized in such memo-
randum, the contracting officer shall provide to
such contractor a copy of such memorandum.’’.
SEC. 802. PROHIBITION ON THE TRANSFER OF

CERTAIN DATA ON EMPLOYEES OF
THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE TO
THIRD PARTIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 363 of title 10,
United States Code, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following
new section:

“§4662. Prohibition on the transfer of certain
data on employees of the Department of De-
fense to third parties
‘““(a) IN GENERAL.—Each contract entered into

by the Department of Defense on or after the

date of the enactment of this section shall in-
clude a provision prohibiting the contractor and
each subcontractor under such contract from
selling, licensing, or otherwise transferring cov-
ered individually identifiable Department em-
ployee data to any individual or entity other
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than the Federal Government, except to the ex-
tent required to perform under such contract or
a subcontract under such contract.

“(b) WAIVER.—The Secretary of Defense may
waive subsection (a) with respect to a sale, li-
censing, or other transfer of covered individ-
ually identifiable Department employee data if
the Secretary determines that such waiver is ap-
propriate.

““(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) COVERED INDIVIDUALLY IDENTIFIABLE DE-
PARTMENT EMPLOYEE DATA.—The term ‘covered
individually identifiable Department employee
data’ means individually identifiable Depart-
ment employee data obtained by—

‘“(A) a contractor pursuant to the perform-
ance of a contract described in subsection (a) by
such contractor; or

‘““(B) a subcontractor pursuant to the perform-
ance of a subcontract under such a contract by
such subcontractor.

““(2) INDIVIDUALLY IDENTIFIABLE DEPARTMENT
EMPLOYEE DATA.—The term ‘individually identi-
fiable Department employee data’ means infor-
mation related to an employee of the Depart-
ment of Defense, including a member of the
armed forces, that—

““(A) identifies such employee; or

‘““(B) which may be used to infer, by either di-
rect or indirect means, the identity of such an
employee to whom the information applies.’’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions for chapter 363 of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new item:

‘‘4662. Prohibition on the transfer of certain
data on employees of the Depart-
ment of Defense to third parties.”’.

(c) REPORT ON COUNTERING IDENTIFYING IN-
FORMATION SPREAD.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees a report on the strat-
egy of the Department of Defense to counter the
proliferation of individually identifiable active
duty member information on commercially avail-
able datasets.

(2) INDIVIDUALLY IDENTIFIABLE ACTIVE DUTY
MEMBER INFORMATION.—In this subsection, the
term ‘‘individually identifiable active duty mem-
ber information’ means individually identifiable
information related to a member of the Armed
Forces serving on active duty that—

(A) identifies such member; or

(B) which may be used to infer, by either di-
rect or indirect means, the identity of such a
member to whom the information applies.

SEC. 803. PRINCIPAL TECHNOLOGY TRANSITION

ADVISOR.

(a) DESIGNATION.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act, each
Secretary of a military department shall des-
ignate a Principal Transition Advisor who shall
advise the Secretary on the transition of tech-
nologies, including technologies from science
and technology programs of the Department,
private commercial entities, research institu-
tions, and universities, to fulfill identified and
potential warfighter requirements for the mili-
tary department.

(b) DIRECT REPORT.—The Principal Transi-
tion Advisor of a military department designated
under subsection (a) shall directly report to the
Secretary of such military department.

(c) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Principal Transi-
tion Advisor of a military department designated
under subsection (a) shall do the following:

(1) Identify technologies being researched, de-
veloped, tested, or evaluated by science and
technology programs of the Department, includ-
ing Defense research facilities (as defined in sec-
tion 4125(b) of title 10, United States Code), that
the military department may use to meet identi-
fied and potential warfighter requirements.

(2) Consult with Department of Defense inno-
vation programs to identify technologies from
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private commercial entities, research institu-

tions, universities, and other entities to identify

technologies that the military department may
use to meet identified and potential warfighter
requirements.

(3) Make recommendations to the Secretary of
the military department regarding the acquisi-
tion of technologies identified under paragraphs
(1) and (2), including recommendations on the
programs of the military department under
which the military department should make the
acquisitions.

(4) Inform program managers (as defined in
section 1737 of title 10, United States Code) and
other relevant acquisition officials of the mili-
tary department of relevant technologies identi-
fied under paragraphs (1) and (2).

(5) Develop and maintain metrics tracking the
outcomes of projects and other activities of the
military department for which the military de-
partment expended amounts designated as budg-
et activity 6 (RDT&E management support) as
that budget activity classification is set forth in
volume 2B, chapter 5 of the Department of De-
fense Financial Management Regulation (DOD
7000.14-R).

(d) CONGRESSIONAL REPORT.—Not later than
one year after the designation of the Principal
Transition Advisor of a military department
under subsection (a), and annually thereafter,
the Principal Transition Advisor of such mili-
tary department shall submit to Congress a re-
port on the following for the one-year period
preceding the submission of the report:

(1) The activities of the Principal Transition
Advisor.

(2) The outcomes of projects and other activi-
ties described in subsection (c)(5), including the
metrics described in such subsection.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’
means the Department of Defense.

(2) DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE INNOVATION PRO-
GRAMS.—The term ‘‘Department of Defense in-
novation programs’’ means the Defense Innova-
tion Unit of the Department of Defense,
AFWERX of the Air Force, and other programs
sponsored by the Department of Defense, or any
component thereof, with a focus on accelerating
the adoption of emerging technologies for mis-
sion-relevant applications or innovation.

(3) MILITARY DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘mili-
tary department’” has the meaning given such
term in section 101(a) of title 10, United States
Code.

SEC. 804. PILOT PROGRAM ON PAYMENT OF
COSTS FOR DENIED GOVERNMENT
ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE BID PRO-
TESTS.

(a) PILOT PROGRAM REQUIRED.—The Sec-
retary of Defense shall carry out a pilot pro-
gram to determine the effectiveness of requiring
contractors to reimburse the Department of De-
fense for costs incurred in processing covered
protests.

(b) DURATION.—The pilot program under sub-
section (a) shall—

(1) begin on the date that is two years after
the date of the enactment of this Act; and

(2) end on the date that is five years after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after the
date on which the pilot program under sub-
section (a) ends, the Secretary shall submit to
the Committees on Armed Services of the House
of Representatives and the Senate a report as-
sessing the feasibility of making permanent such
pilot program.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED PROTEST.—The term ‘‘covered
protest’” means a bid protest that is a final bid
protest and that was filed during the period be-
ginning on October 1, 2025, and ending on Sep-
tember 30, 2028, by a party with revenues in ex-
cess of $250,000,000 (based on fiscal year 2023
constant dollars) during the fiscal year imme-
diately preceding the fiscal year in which such
party filed such bid protest.
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(2) FINAL BID PROTEST.—The term ‘‘final bid
protest’” means a bid protest that was denied in
an opinion issued by the Government Account-
ability Office and such denial—

(A) has not been appealed and is no longer
appealable because the time for taking an ap-
peal has expired; or

(B) has been appealed and the appeals process
for which is completed.

SEC. 805. PILOT PROGRAM FOR PROTOTYPE
PROJECTS FOR ANYTHING-AS-A-
SERVICE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the enactment of this Act and subject to
the availability of appropriations, the Secretary
of Defense or any official designated by the Sec-
retary of Defense, in coordination with each
Secretary of a military department, shall estab-
lish a pilot program to enter into transactions to
carry out prototype projects for Anything-as-a-
Service using competitive multisourcing.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—Before entering into a
transaction under this section, the Secretary
shall—

(1) develop criteria that technology-supported
capabilities are delivered as a service must meet
in order to be included in a prototype project;
and

2) develop criteria for competitive
multisourcing applicable to the pilot program es-
tablished under this section.

(c) VALUE.—The value of a transaction for a
prototype project carried out under this section
shall not exceed $100,000,000.

(d) TIMING.—The Secretary shall, to the ex-
tent practicable, enter into a transaction for a
prototype project under this section not earlier
than 60 days and not later than 100 days after
the date on which the Secretary announces an
opportunity to participate in the pilot program
established under this section.

(e) EXEMPTION.—The requirements of sections
3204(e)(1) and 3702 of title 10, United States
Code, shall not apply with respect to a trans-
action for a prototype project under this section
if the Secretary of Defense receives three or
more minimally qualified offers for such trans-
action.

(f) BRIEFING.—Not later than December 31,
2024, the Secretary of Defense shall provide a
briefing to the congressional defense committees
on the implementation of the pilot program.

(9) REPORT.—Not later than 30 days after
each exercise of authority under the pilot pro-
gram, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to
Congress a report on such exercise.

(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘“‘Anything-as-a-Service’’ means
model under which a technology-supported ca-
pability is provided to the Department of De-
fense as a service rather than as a product, in-
cluding such capabilities as software, platforms,
and infrastructure.

(2) The term ‘‘competitive multisourcing’’
means a method to fulfill the requirements of a
transaction for a prototype project entered into
under the pilot program established under this
section to carry out a prototype project by
awarding such transaction to more than one of-
feror, of which one offeror shall be the primary
awardee and any other offerors shall be sec-
ondary awardees prepared to take the place of
the primary awardee under the transaction.

(i) TERMINATION.—

(1) PROTOTYPE PROJECTS.—The authority to
carry out a prototype project under the pilot
program shall terminate mot more than 24
months after the date of commencing such pro-
totype project.

(2) PILOT PROGRAM.—The authority to carry
out the pilot program under this section shall
terminate on the date that is three years after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 806. LOW-METHANE INTENSITY NATURAL
GAS PILOT PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the Defense
Logistics Agency, in coordination with the Sec-
retary of each military department (as such term
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is defined in section 101(a) of title 10, United
States Code), may establish a pilot program to
demonstrate the feasibility of installations of the
Department of Defense using certified low-meth-
ane intensity natural gas, including dem-
onstrating the quantities of such gas that are
feasible.

(b) ACQUISITION OF CERTIFIED LOW-METHANE
INTENSITY NATURAL GAS.—In carrying out the
pilot program, the Director shall select installa-
tions of the Department for which the natural
gas acquired for such installations shall be cer-
tified low-methane intensity natural gas.

(c) DEPARTMENT INSTALLATIONS.—

(1) LOoCATION.—The Director may select only
installations of the Department that are located
within the continental United States to partici-
pate in the pilot program.

(2) NUMBER.—In carrying out the pilot pro-
gram, the Director shall select not fewer than 5
installations of the Department to participate in
the pilot program.

(d) DURATION.—If the Director establishes the
pilot program, the Director shall carry out the
pilot program until the date determined by the
Director that is not earlier than two years after
the date of the enactment of this Act and not
later than five years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CERTIFIED LOW-METHANE INTENSITY NAT-
URAL GAS.—The term ‘‘certified low-methane in-
tensity natural gas’” means natural gas pro-
duced by facilities and through processes cer-
tified by an independent, industry-recognized
certifying entity as complying with low-methane
intensity standards.

(2) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’
means the Department of Defense.
(3) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’” means

the Director of the Defense Logistics Agency.

(4) LOW-METHANE INTENSITY STANDARDS.—The
term ‘‘low-methane intensity standards’ means
industry-recognized standards—

(A) for werifying, quantifying, and dimin-
ishing the unintentional release of methane dur-
ing the production of natural gas below the av-
erage amount of methane unintentionally re-
leased during such production; and

(B) certification of compliance with which is
commercially available from independent, indus-
try-recognized certifying entities.

(5) PILOT PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘pilot pro-
gram’ means the pilot program established
under subsection (a).

SEC. 807. PROHIBITION ON CONTRACTING WITH
PERSONS THAT HAVE BUSINESS OP-
ERATIONS WITH THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION OR
THE RUSSIAN ENERGY SECTOR.

(a) PROHIBITION.—Except as provided under
subsections (b), (c), and (d), the Secretary of De-
fense may not enter into a contract for the pro-
curement of goods or services with any person
that has business operations with—

(1) an authority of the Government of the
Russian Federation; or

(2) a fossil fuel company that operates in the
Russian Federation, except if the fossil fuel
company transports oil or gas—

(4) through the Russian Federation for sale
outside of the Russian Federation; and

(B) that was extracted from a country other
than the Russian Federation with respect to the
energy sector of which the President has not im-
posed sanctions as of the date on which the con-
tract is awarded.

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The prohibition under sub-
section (a) does not apply to a contract that the
Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of State
jointly determine—

(A) is necessary—

(i) for purposes of providing humanitarian as-
sistance to the people of Russia; or

(ii) for purposes of providing disaster relief
and other urgent life-saving measures;

(B) is vital to the military readiness, basing,
or operations of the United States or the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization; or

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

(C) is vital to the national security interests of
the United States.

(2) NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENT.—The Sec-
retary of Defense shall notify the appropriate
congressional committees of any contract en-
tered into on the basis of an exception provided
for under paragraph (1).

(3) OFFICE OF FOREIGN ASSETS CONTROL LI-
CENSES.—The prohibition in subsection (a) shall
not apply to a person that has a valid license to
operate in Russia issued by the Office of For-
eign Assets Control of the Department of the
Treasury or is otherwise authoriced to operate
in Russia by the Federal Government notwith-
standing the imposition of sanctions.

(4) AMERICAN DIPLOMATIC MISSION IN RUS-
SIA.—The prohibition in subsection (a) shall not
apply to contracts related to the operation and
maintenance of the United States Government’s
consular offices and diplomatic posts in Russia.

(c) APPLICABILITY.—This section shall take ef-
fect on the date of the enactment of this Act and
apply with respect to any contract entered into
on or after such effective date.

(d) SUNSET.—This section shall terminate on
the date on which the President submits to the
appropriate congressional committees a certifi-
cation in writing that contains a determination
of the President that the Russian Federation—

(1) has reached an agreement relating to the
withdrawal of Russian forces and cessation of
military hostilities that is accepted by the free
and independent government of Ukraine;

(2) poses no immediate military threat of ag-
gression to any North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion member; and

(3) recognizes the right of the people of
Ukraine to independently and freely choose
their own government.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term “‘appropriate congressional
committees’ means—

(A) the Committee on Oversight and Reform,
the Committee on Armed Services, and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of Rep-
resentatives; and

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs, the Committee on Armed
Services, and the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate.

(2) BUSINESS OPERATIONS.—The term ‘‘busi-
ness operations’ means engaging in commerce
in any form, including acquiring, developing,
maintaining, owning, selling, possessing, leas-
ing, or operating equipment, facilities, per-
sonnel, products, services, personal property,
real property, or any other apparatus of busi-
ness or commerce.

(3) FOSSIL FUEL COMPANY.—The term ‘‘fossil
fuel company’ means a person that—

(4) carries out oil, gas, or coal exploration,
development, or production activities;

(B) processes or refines oil, gas, or coal; or

(C) transports, or constructs facilities for the
transportation of, Russian oil, gas, or coal.

(4) GOVERNMENT OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERA-
TION.—The term ‘“‘Government of the Russian
Federation’ includes the government of any po-
litical subdivision of Russia, and any agency or
instrumentality of the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation. For purposes of this para-
graph, the term ‘‘agency or instrumentality of
the Government of the Russian Federation’
means an agency or instrumentality of a foreign
state as defined in section 1603(b) of title 28,
United States Code, with each reference in such
section to ‘‘a foreign state’ deemed to be a ref-
erence to “‘Russia’.

(5) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’’ means—

(A) a natural person, corporation, company,
business association, partnership, society, trust,
or any other nongovernmental entity, organiza-
tion, or group;

(B) any governmental entity or instrumen-
tality of a government, including a multilateral
development institution (as defined in section
1701(c)(3) of the International Financial Institu-
tions Act (22 U.S.C. 262r(c)(3))); and
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(C) any successor, subunit, parent entity, or
subsidiary of, or any entity under common own-
ership or control with, any entity described in
subparagraph (A) or (B).

SEC. 808. ORGANIZATIONAL CONFLICT OF INTER-
ESTS RELATING TO NATIONAL SECU-
RITY AND FOREIGN POLICY.

(a) PROHIBITION RELATED CERTAIN CON-
TRACTS OR GRANTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may not after
the date of the enactment of this Act enter into,
renew, or extend a contract with, or award a
grant to, a covered consultancy.

(2) DISCLOSURE.—Any individual or entity
that submits an offer or bid for a contract to
provide consulting services to the Department of
Defense shall disclose in such offer or bid any
information relevant to the individual or entity
with respect to the prohibition under paragraph
(1), including—

(A) whether the individual or entity has en-
tered into a contract with, or received grants or
other financial awards from a covered entity in
the five years prior to submitting the offer or
bid; and

(B) at the time the contract to provide con-
sulting services to the Department will be en-
tered into, whether—

(i) any contract entered into by the individual
or entity with a covered entity will still be in ef-
fect; and

(ii) the individual or entity will be receiving
funds from, or have any unobligated or unex-
pended funds received under, any grant or other
financial award from a covered entity.

(3) PENALTIES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary determines
that a contractor of the Department failed to
make the disclosure required by paragraph (2),
the Secretary shall—

(i) terminate the applicable contract for cause;
and

(ii) initiate a suspension and debarment pro-
ceeding with respect to the contractor.

(B) MAXIMUM LENGTH OF DEBARMENT.—The
maximum length of a debarment of a contractor
under this paragraph shall be a period of 5
years.

(b) CERTIFICATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—After a determination by the
Secretary that a company is a covered
consultancy, such company may submit to the
Secretary a written and Ssigned certification
that—

(A) the consultancy no longer is—

(i) performing under a contract with a covered
entity;

(ii) carrying out activities under a grant re-
ceived from a covered entity; or

(iii) receiving funds, or have any unobligated
or unexpended funds received, from a covered
entity; and

(B) will not receive or pursue a contract with
a covered entity or a grant or other financial
award from a covered entity—

(i) during the term of a contract with the De-
partment of Defense; or

(ii) while receiving funds from the Department
of Defense, or obligating or expending any such
funds.

(2) STATUS CHANGE.—Upon the approval by
the Secretary of a certification submitted under
paragraph (1), a company is deemed to not be a
covered consultancy until the expiration of the
certification under paragraph (3).

(3) EXPIRATION.—A certification submitted by
a company under paragraph (1) shall expire on
the earlier of the date on which the company,
after submitting such certification enters into,
extends, renews, or performs under a contract
with a covered entity for consulting services.

(c) GUIDANCE.—The Secretary, in consultation
with the Secretary of Commerce, the Secretary
of Homeland Security, the Secretary of the
Treasury, the Director of National Intelligence,
the Attorney General, the Secretary of State,
and the heads of such other Executive agencies
(as such term is defined in section 105 of title 5,
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United States Code) as determined appropriate
by the Secretary, shall issue procurement poli-
cies for the Department of Defense as follows:

(1) Policies to implement the prohibition under
subsection (a)(1).

(2) Best practices to avoid becoming covered
consultancies under this section and for covered
consultancies to end their status as such.

(3) A policy containing the exact provisions
and terms relating to the requirements of para-
graphs (2) and (3) of subsection (a) to be in-
cluded in solicitations, contracts, and grants of
the Department.

(d) REVISION OF DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AC-
QUISITION REGULATION.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall revise the acquisition regula-
tions of the Department of Defense to implement
this section.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CONSULTING SERVICES.—The term ‘‘con-
sulting services’ has the meaning given the term
“‘advisory and assistance services’’ in section
2.101 of the Federal Acquisition Regulation, ex-
cept that—

(A) the term does not include the services de-
scribed in paragraph (3) of such section; and

(B) each instance of the term ‘‘Federal’ is re-
placed with ‘‘client’’.

(2) COVERED CONSULTANCY.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered consultancy’ means a company that, itself
or any subsidiary or affiliate thereof, in imme-
diately preceding one year period entered into,
extended, renewed, or performed under a con-
tract with a covered entity for consulting serv-
ices.

(3) COVERED ENTITY.—The term ‘‘covered enti-
ty’’ means any of the following:

(A) The Government of the People’s Republic
of China.

(B) The Chinese Communist Party.

(C) The People’s Liberation Army, the Min-
istry of State Security, or other security service
or intelligence agency of the People’s Republic
of China.

(D) Any entity on the Non-SDN Chinese Mili-
tary-Industrial Complexr Companies List (NS-
CMIC-List) maintained by the Office of Foreign
Assets Control of the Department of the Treas-
ury under Executive Order 14032 (86 Fed. Reg.
30145; relating to addressing the threat from se-
curities investments that finance certain compa-
nies of the People’s Republic of China), or any
successor order.

(E) Any Chinese military company identified
by the Secretary of Defense pursuant to section
1237(b) of the Strom Thurmond National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1999
(Public Law 105-261; 50 U.S.C. 1701 note).

(F) Any Chinese state-owned entity or other
entity under the ownership, or control, directly
or indirectly, of the Government of the People’s
Republic of China or the Chinese Communist
Party that is engaged in one or more national
security industries.

(G) The Government of the Russian Federa-
tion, any Russian state-owned entity, or any
entity sanctioned by the Secretary of the Treas-
ury under Ezxecutive Order 13662 titled ‘‘Block-
ing Property of Additional Persons Contributing
to the Situation in Ukraine’’(79 Fed. Reg.
16169).

(H) The government or any state-owned entity
of any country if the Secretary of State deter-
mines that such government has repeatedly pro-
vided support for acts of international terrorism
pursuant to—

(i) section 1754(c)(1)(A) of the Export Control
Reform Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C. 4318(c)(1)(A));

(ii) section 620A of the Foreign Assistance Act
of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2371);

(iii) section 40 of the Arms Export Control Act
(22 U.S.C. 2780); or

(iv) any other provision of law.

(I) Any entity included on any of the fol-
lowing lists maintained by the Department of
Commerce—

(i) the Entity List set forth in Supplement No.
4 to part 744 of the Export Administration Regu-
lations;
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(ii) the Denied Persons List as described in
section 764.3(a)(2) of the Export Administration
Regulations; and

(iii) the Unverified List set forth in Supple-
ment No. 6 to part 744 of the Export Administra-
tion Regulations.

(J) The Military End User List set forth in
Supplement No. 7 to part 744 of the Export Ad-
ministration Regulations.

(4) EXPORT ADMINISTRATION REGULATIONS.—
The term “Export Administration Regulations’
means the regulations set forth in subchapter C
of chapter VII of title 15, Code of Federal Regu-
lations.

(5) NATIONAL SECURITY INDUSTRY.—The term
“national security industry’ means—

(A) a military-related industry;

(B) semiconductor production;

(C) researching or commercializing quantum
computing;

(D) producing products or services that use
artificial intelligence;

(E) the biotechnology industry;

(F) the cybersecurity industry; or

(G) the mining, processing, or refining of crit-
ical minerals (as such term is defined in section
7002(a) of the Emergy Act of 2020 (30 U.S.C.
1606(a))) for use by a covered entity.

(6) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of Defense.

Subtitle B—Amendments to General Con-
tracting Authorities, Procedures, and Limi-
tations

SEC. 822. MODIFICATION TO TRUTHFUL COST OR
PRICING DATA SUBMISSIONS AND
REPORT.

Section 3705(b)(2)(B) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in the second sentence, by inserting ‘‘and
shall identify such offerors that incur a delay
greater than 200 days in submitting such cost or
pricing data’ after ‘‘should-cost analysis’’; and

(2) by amending the third sentence to read as
follows: ““The Secretary of Defense shall include
a public notation on such offerors in the system
used by the Federal Government to monitor or
record contractor integrity and performance.’’.
SEC. 823. COMPETITION REQUIREMENTS FOR

PURCHASES FROM FEDERAL PRISON
INDUSTRIES.

(a) COMPETITION REQUIREMENTS FOR PUR-
CHASES FROM FEDERAL PRISON INDUSTRIES.—
Section 3905 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by striking subsections (a) and (b) and
inserting the following new sections:

‘““la) MARKET RESEARCH.—Before purchasing
a product listed in the latest edition of the Fed-
eral Prison Industries catalog published under
section 4124(d) of title 18, the Secretary of De-
fense shall conduct market research to deter-
mine whether such product—

‘(1) is comparable to products available from
the private sector; and

““(2) best meets the needs of the Department of
Defense in terms of price, quality, and time of
delivery.

“(b) COMPETITION REQUIREMENT.—If the Sec-
retary determines that a Federal Prison Indus-
tries product is mot comparable to products
available from the private sector and does not
best meet the needs of the Department of De-
fense in terms of price, quality, or time of deliv-
ery, the Secretary shall use competitive proce-
dures or make an individual purchase under a
multiple award contract for the procurement of
the product. In conducting such a competition
or making such a purchase, the Secretary shall
consider a timely offer from Federal Prison In-
dustries.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) shall take effect on February
1, 2024.

SEC. 824. MODIFICATION OF APPROVAL AUTHOR-
ITY FOR HIGH DOLLAR OTHER
TRANSACTIONS FOR PROTOTYPES.

Section 4022 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—
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(1) in subsection (a)(2)(C)(i)(I), by inserting
after ‘‘subsection (d)’’ the following: ‘‘were met
for the prior transaction for the prototype
project that provided for the award of the fol-
low-on production contract or transaction, and
the requirements of subsection (f)”’; and

(2) in subsection (d), by adding at the end the
following new paragraph:

“(3) The requirements of this subsection do
not apply to follow-on production contracts or
transactions under subsection (f).”.

SEC. 825. CLARIFICATION OF AUTHORITY OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE TO
CARRY OUT CERTAIN PROTOTYPE
PROJECTS.

Section 4022(i) of title 10, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (2) and (3) as
paragraphs (3) and (4), respectively;

(2) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

‘““(2) AUTHORITY.—The authority of this sub-
section may be exercised to conduct prototype
projects using—

‘“(A) funds available for research, develop-
ment, test and evaluation;

“(B) appropriations for operation and mainte-
nance; or

‘“(C) appropriations for military construc-
tion.”’;

(3) in paragraph (3), as so redesignated, by in-
serting ‘‘using appropriations for military con-
struction”’ after ‘‘carrying out prototype
projects’’; and

(4) in subparagraph (4)(4), as so redesignated,
by inserting ‘‘using appropriations for military
construction’’ after ‘‘prototype projects’’.

SEC. 826. ACQUISITION OF SENSITIVE MATERIAL
PROHIBITION EXCEPTION AMEND-
MENT.

Section 4872(c) of title 10, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by
striking ‘‘Subsection (a)”’ and inserting ‘‘Sub-
section (a)(1)’; and

(2) in paragraph (1)—

(4) by striking “Defense determines that cov-
ered materials’ and inserting the following:
“Defense—

““(A) identifies a specific end item for which a
specific covered material’’;

(B) by striking the period at the end and in-
serting a semicolon; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraphs:

‘““(B) determines that no production capacity
for such specific covered material exists and is
available outside of the covered nations; and

“(C) waives subsection (a)(1) for such specific
end item and such specific covered material for
a period not exceeding 36 months.”’.

SEC. 827. MODIFICATION TO ACQUISITION AU-
THORITY OF THE SENIOR OFFICIAL
WITH PRINCIPAL RESPONSIBILITY
FOR ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND
MACHINE LEARNING.

Section 808 of the William M. (Mac) Thorn-
berry National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2021 (10 U.S.C. 4001 note) is amend-
ed—

(1) in subsection (d)—

(A) by striking ‘875,000,000 and inserting
““$125,000,000°’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘in each of fiscal years 2021,
2022, 2023, 2024, and 2025 and inserting ‘‘in
each of fiscal years 2024 through 2029°°; and

(2) in subsection (f), by striking ‘‘October 1,
2025 and inserting ‘‘October 1, 2029”’.

SEC. 828. AMEND PROHIBITION ON CONTRACTING
WITH ENTITIES OPERATING CER-
TAIN UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYS-
TEMS.

Section 848 of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (10 U.S.C. 4871
note), as amended by section 817 of the James
M. Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263; 136
Stat. 2707), is further amended in subsection (b)
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by striking “‘in the performance of a Department

of Defense contract’.

SEC. 829. AVOIDANCE OF USE OF LOWEST PRICE
TECHNICALLY ACCEPTABLE SOURCE
SELECTION PROCESS FOR CERTAIN
LOGISTICS SERVICES.

Section 813(c) of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law
114-328; 10 U.S.C. 3241 note prec.) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2), by striking “‘or’’ and the
end;

(2) in paragraph (3), by striking the period at
the end and inserting *‘; or’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(4) fuel and fuel-related services, if such
services are, or reasonably could be, owned or
provided by an entity owned or controlled, di-
rectly or indirectly, by the government of any
adversary listed in the 2022 National Defense
Strategy.”’.

SEC. 830. MODIFICATION AND EXTENSION OF
TEMPORARY AUTHORITY TO MODIFY
CERTAIN CONTRACTS AND OPTIONS
BASED ON THE IMPACTS OF INFLA-
TION.

Section 1 of Public Law 85-804 (50 U.S.C. 1431)
is amended—

(1) in subsection (b), by adding at the end the
following new sentence: “‘If any such amounts
are so specifically provided, the Secretary may
use them for such purposes.’”’; and

(2) in subsection (e), by striking ‘‘December 31,
2023’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024°°.

SEC. 831. MODIFICATION OF CONTRACTS AND OP-
TIONS TO PROVIDE ECONOMIC
PRICE ADJUSTMENTS.

(a) AUTHORITY.—Amounts authorized to be
appropriated by this Act for the Department of
Defense may be used to modify the terms and
conditions of a contract or option, without con-
sideration, to provide an economic price adjust-
ment consistent with sections 16.203-1 and
16.203-2 of the Federal Acquisition Regulation
during the relevant period of performance for
that contract or option and as specified in sec-
tion 16.203-3 of the Federal Acquisition Regula-
tion, subject to the availability of appropria-
tions.

(b) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 30 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Under
Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and
Sustainment shall issue guidance implementing
the authority under this section.

SEC. 833. PILOT PROGRAM ON THE USE OF ACQUI-
SITION AUTHORITY FOR OFFICE OF
NAVAL RESEARCH TO AID IN TECH-
NOLOGY TRANSITION.

(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of the Navy
shall delegate to the Chief of Naval Research
acquisition authority to enter into contracts or
other agreements for the commercialization of a
prototype of the Department of the Navy.

(b) AMOUNT.—A single contract or other
agreement entered into under this section may
not exceed $10,000,000.

(c) APPLICATION.—An applicant desiring a
contract or other agreement under this section
submit an application to the Secretary of the
Navy at such time, in such manner, and con-
taining such information as the Secretary may
require.

(d) BRIEFING.—Not later than December 31,
2024, the Chief of Naval Research shall provide
to the congressional defense committees a brief-
ing on the exercise of the authority under this
section and any related policy or implementa-
tion issues.

(e) REPORT.—Each time the Chief of Naval
Research exercises the authority under this sec-
tion, the Chief shall submit to the congressional
defense committees a notification on such exer-
cise.

(f) TERMINATION.—The Chief of Naval Re-
search may not exercise the authority under this
section and may not enter into any new con-
tracts or other agreements under this section on
or after the date that is five years after the date
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of the enactment of this Act. The performance

on any contract or other agreement entered into

before such date may continue according to the

terms of such contract or other agreement.

SEC. 832. PROHIBITION ON COMPUTERS OR
PRINTERS ACQUISITIONS INVOLV-
ING ENTITIES OWNED OR CON-
TROLLED BY CHINA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
may not acquire any computer or printer if the
manufacturer, bidder, or offeror is a covered
Chinese entity.

(b) APPLICABILITY.—This section shall apply
only with respect to contracts or other agree-
ments entered into, renewed, or extended after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

(¢) DEFINITIONS.—In this section.:

(1) COVERED CHINESE ENTITY.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered Chinese entity’ means an entity that the
Secretary of Defense, in consultation with the
Director of the National Intelligence or the Di-
rector of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
determines to be an entity owned, controlled, di-
rected, or subcontracted by, affiliated with, or
otherwise connected to, the government of the
People’s Republic of China.

(2) MANUFACTURER.—The
turer’” means—

(A) the entity that transforms raw materials,
miscellaneous parts, or components into the end
item;

(B) any entity that subcontracts with the en-
tity described in subparagraph (A) for the entity
described in such subparagraph to transform
raw materials, miscellaneous parts, or compo-
nents into the end item;

(C) any entity that otherwise directs the enti-
ty described in subparagraph (A) to transform
raw materials, miscellaneous parts, or compo-
nents into the end item; or

(D) any parent company, subsidiary, or affil-
iate of the entity described in subparagraph (A).
Subtitle C—Domestic Sourcing Requirements
SEC. 841. REQUIRE FULL DOMESTIC PRODUCTION

OF FLAGS OF THE UNITED STATES
ACQUIRED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 4862 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (b), by adding at the end the
following new paragraph:

“(5) A flag of the United States.”’; and

(2) in subsection (h)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘Subsection
(a)”’ and inserting ‘‘Except with respect to pur-
chases of flags of the United States, subsection
(@)”;

(B) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and

(C) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

“(2)(A)(i) Except as provided by subparagraph
(B), subsection (a) does not apply to purchases
of flags of the United States for amounts not
greater than $10,000.

“(ii)) A proposed procurement in an amount
greater than $10,000 may not be divided into sev-
eral purchases or contracts for lesser amounts in
order to qualify for the exception under clause

term ‘“‘manufac-

i).

““(B) The Secretary of Defense may waive sub-
section (a) with respect to a purchase of flags of
the United States in an amount greater than
310,000 if the Secretary of Defense determines
such waiver appropriate.

“(C) This section is applicable to contracts
and subcontracts for the procurement of flags of
the United States notwithstanding section 1905
of title 41.”.

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made by
subsection (a) shall apply only with respect to
agreements entered into on or after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 842. INCLUSION OF TITANIUM POWDER IN
DEFINITION OF SPECIALTY METALS
EXEMPTED FROM CERTAIN DOMES-
TIC SOURCING REQUIREMENTS.

Section 4863(1)(3) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by inserting *, titanium pow-
der,”” after “titanium’’.
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SEC. 843. AMEND REQUIREMENT TO BUY CERTAIN
METALS FROM AMERICAN SOURCES.

Section 4863 of title 10, United States Code, as
amended by section 842, is further amended—

(1) in subsection (d)—

(A) in paragraph (1)(B), by striking “‘;
and inserting a semicolon;

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking the period at
the end and inserting *‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(3) any specialty metal procured as mill
product or incorporated into a component other
than an end item pursuant to this subsection
shall be melted or produced—

““(A) in the United States;

‘““(B) in the country from which the mill prod-
uct or component is procured; or

‘“(C) in another country covered under Sub-
paragraph (1)(B).”’;

(2) by redesignating subsections (1) and (m) as
subsections (m) and (n), respectively; and

(3) by inserting after subsection (k) the fol-
lowing new subsection:

‘(1) PROVENANCE OF AEROSPACE-GRADE MET-
ALS.—(1) The Secretary of Defense shall require
that, for any system or component for which the
provenance of materials must be tracked to com-
ply with safety regulations concerning flight,
the supplier of such system or component shall
inform the government if any of the materials
were known to be manufactured or processed
in—

“(4) China,

‘““(B) Iran;

“(C) North Korea, or

“(D) Russia.

““(2) Not later than March 31 of each year, the
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees a report indicating
how much specialty metal has been acquired
and placed into systems of the Department of
Defense from the countries described in para-
graph (1).”.

SEC. 844. MODIFICATION TO MISCELLANEOUS
LIMITATIONS ON THE PROCURE-
MENT OF GOODS OTHER THAN
UNITED STATES GOODS.

Section 4864(a)(3) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by—

(1) striking ‘‘large medium-speed diesel en-
gines.” and inserting ‘‘the following compo-
nents:”’; and

(2) adding at the end the following new sub-
paragraphs:

““(A) Large medium-speed diesel engines.

‘““(B) Propulsion system components (including
reduction gears and propellers).

“(C) Components (including alternators, die-
sel engines, and steam turbines) used to gen-
erate electricity to power the systems of a vessel
(excluding propulsion systems).”’.

SEC. 845. PROCUREMENT OF COVERED HEARING
PROTECTION DEVICES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense, in
coordination with the head of the Hearing Cen-
ter of Excellence (established pursuant to sec-
tion 721 of the Duncan Hunter National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 (Public
Law 110-417)), may enter into one or more con-
tracts to procure covered hearing protection de-
vices for all members of the Armed Forces.

(b) PRIORITIZATION.—Under a contract de-
scribed in subsection (a), the Secretary shall
prioritize award of such contract to offerors
that—

(1) are globally headquartered in the conti-
nental United States;

(2) are majority owned and operated by
United States citicens.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘covered hearing protection de-
vice”’ means a completely in canal active hear-
ing protection device—

(4) that is a commercially available off-the-
shelf item (as defined in section 104 of title 41,
United States Code);

(B) with a minimum noise reduction rating of
25 decibels and a maximum output not to exceed
80 decibels; and

and”



July 12, 2023

(C) that has been previously identified, tested,
and qualified by the Hearing Center of Excel-
lence for procurement by the Department of De-
fense.

Subtitle D—Provisions Relating to Programs
for Accelerating Acquisition
SEC. 851. PILOT PROGRAM FOR RECURRING
AWARDS FOR PRODUCTION, INVEST-
MENT, AND DEPLOYMENT THROUGH
COMPETITIONS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall establish a pilot program to acquire
through repeated competition attritable systems
that solve urgent operational needs in order to
incentivice sustainable production, rapid de-
ployment, and iterative improvements.

(b) COMPETITIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Under the pilot program,
competition managers shall, in accordance with
this subsection, conduct competitions with re-
spect to urgent operational needs under which
the competition managers shall rapidly solicit,
evaluate, and select proposed solutions.

(2) REQUIREMENTS AND DESIGN.—

(A) STAKEHOLDER PARTICIPATION.—The Sec-
retary shall ensure that each competition con-
ducted under the pilot program is aligned with
an operational priority of one or more combat-
ant commands, and that the relevant combatant
commanders have an opportunity to participate
in the design of the competition and the evalua-
tion criteria to be used.

(B) OPERATIONAL NEED DETERMINATION.—
Competitions conducted under this pilot pro-
gram shall address urgent operational needs as
defined by the Secretary, in consultation with
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and,
as determined appropriate by the Secretary, De-
fense Agencies (as defined in section 101(a) of
title 10, United States Code), the military serv-
ices, and entities in the private sector.

(C) TIMING.—The Secretary shall ensure that
each competition is executed to facilitate the
award of a production contract or agreement
not later than 15 days after completion of the
competition.

(D) COMPETITION FocUS.—Competition man-
agers shall employ evaluation and selection
processes that emphasizes effectiveness, trans-
parency, and speed to deploy when conducting
competitions under the pilot program.

(E) TECHNOLOGY LEVEL FOCUS.—Competitions
conducted under the pilot program shall focus
on proposed solutions at technology readiness
levels equal to or more advanced than levels cor-
responding to Technology Readiness Level 7 or
Technology Readiness Level 8.

(F) INAPPLICABILITY OF JOINT CAPABILITIES IN-
TEGRATION AND DEVELOPMENT SYSTEM MAN-
UvAL.—Competitions conducted under the pilot
program shall not be subject to the Joint Capa-
bilities Integration and Development System
Manual.

(3) SELECTION.—When conducting a competi-
tion under the pilot program, the competition
manager shall select the best solution for the
relevant urgent operational need.

(4) REPEATED COMPETITION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years after
a competition under the pilot program with re-
spect to an urgent operational need, a subse-
quent competition shall be conduct with respect
to such urgent operational need unless the Sec-
retary determines that a subsequent competition
with respect to such urgent operational need is
unwarranted and submits to the relevant com-
mittees a written justification for such deter-
mination.

(B) TIMING.—The Secretary shall consider the
nature of each relevant urgent operational need
and the circumstances of performance and pro-
duction that resulted from the initial or pre-
ceding competition when determining the timing
of a subsequent competition under subpara-
graph (A).

(5) INITIAL COMPETITIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The first two competitions
carried out the pilot program must be with re-
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spect to solving onme of the following urgent
operational need:

(i) Short-range air defense.

(ii) Tactical precision strike.

(B) INITIAL COMPETITION CRITERIA.—In addi-
tion to any other criteria for the selection of a
proposed solution under this section, a proposed
solution to either of the first two competitions
carried out under the pilot program must dem-
onstrate an ability—

(i) to offer multiple kinetic or non-kinetic ef-
fects options;

(ii) to identify individual threats or groups of
threats and, in each case, to track, target, and
deploy effects options to engage those threats;

(iii) to provide material benefits to the Depart-
ment of Defense, including cost savings or more
effective use of personnel;

(iv) in the case of a competition seeking to ad-
dress the urgent operational need described in
subparagraph (A)(i)—

(1) to destroy, neutralize, or deter low altitude
air threats;

(II) to defend fixed and semi-fired assets; and

(I1I) to maneuver forces; and

(v) in the case of a competition seeking to ad-
dress the urgent operational need described in
subparagraph (A)(ii)—

(I) to engage targets at ranges of 20 to 100
miles; and

(II) to provide surface-to-surface effects
launched from and targeted at ground-based,
sea-based, or littoral locations.

(6) COMPETITION LIMIT.—Not more than 8
competitions per year may be carried out under
the pilot program.

(c) AWARDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The winning offeror of a
successful competition shall be awarded a con-
tract or other agreement, including a trans-
action other than a contract, cooperative agree-
ment, or grant, under which the Department of
Defense, or relevant component thereof, may ac-
quire the proposed solution of such winning of-
feror for such competition.

(2) DESIGN AND TERMS.—Except as provided in
this section, a contract or other agreement
awarded under this subsection shall—

(A) be designed to enable the proposed solu-
tion to be produced or provided at a scale and
on a timeline that mazximizes the likelihood of
that the solutions will successfully address the
urgent operational challenge;

(B) prioritize speed to award;

(C) provide for subsequent competitions in ac-
cordance with this section; and

(D) limit terms and conditions to those re-
quired by law.

(3) MINIMUM AWARD AMOUNT.—Subject to the
availability of appropriations, the total amount
of funding provided for an award under this
subsection shall not be less than $50,000,000, un-
less the Secretary or the Secretary’s designee ap-
proves a lesser amount of funding and certifies
to the relevant committees that such lesser
amount is sufficient to address the relevant ur-
gent operational need and meet the general and
specific characteristics applicable to the com-
petition.

(4) MULTIPLE AWARDS.—If more than one of-
feror meets the objectives of the competition,
movre than one contract or other agreement may
be awarded, as determined appropriate by the
Secretary.

(5) AUTHORITIES.—Except as waived under
subsection (i), a contract or other agreement
may be awarded under this subsection con-
sistent with the applicable authorities in sec-
tions 4021, 4022, and 4023 of title 10, United
States Code, except that paragraph (d)(1) of
such section 4022 shall not apply.

(d) COMPETITION M ANAGERS.—

(1) DESIGNATION.—The Secretary shall des-
ignate a competition manager for each competi-
tion carried out under the pilot program.

(2) OVERSIGHT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
paragraph (B), the Secretary shall directly over-
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see each competition manager with respect to
carrying out competitions under the pilot pro-
gram.

(B) DELEGATION.—The Secretary may delegate
the authority for overseeing competition man-
agers under subparagraph (A) to the Deputy
Secretary of Defense.

(3) DUTIES.—

(A) PRIMARY DUTY.—The Secretary shall en-
sure that the primary official duties of each
competition manager shall be conducting com-
petitions, the resulting contracting actions, and
any subsequent competitions.

(B) ADDITIONAL DUTIES.—The Secretary may
define additional duties to maximize the ability
of competition managers to coordinate with a
military service, Defense Agency (as defined in
section 101(a) of title 10, United States Code), or
combatant command to ensure the operational
success of the competitions.

(4) QUALIFICATIONS.—

(A) EXPERTISE.—The Secretary shall ensure
that each competition manager has appropriate
expertise in the specific focus areas of the com-
petition which such competition will be con-
ducting and on the defense acquisition system.

(B) ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS.—Competition man-
agers may be—

(i) civilian officers or employees in a Senior
Executive Service, Senior-Level, or scientific or
professional position; or

(ii) members of the armed forces in a grade at
or above O-6.

(5) AUTHORITIES.—

(A) The Secretary shall ensure that competi-
tion managers have the authorities required, in-
cluding supervisory authority over contracting
personnel who may be assigned to report to the
competition managers, to facilitate the award of
contracts or agreements under subsection (c) to
the winning offerors of the competitions.

(B) Except where the authority of the Sec-
retary is explicitly non-delegable by statute, the
Secretary is authorized to delegate to competi-
tion managers any authorities required to carry
out this section, including the waiver authority
described in subsection (i), provided that the
Secretary submits to the relevant committees a
notice of such delegations in writing.

(e) FUNDING TRANSFERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In any fiscal year in which
the Secretary of Defense conducts competitions
under the pilot program, the Secretary may use
covered funds available to the Department of
Defense to acquire and deploy the proposed so-
lutions selected pursuant to such competitions if
the Secretary submits to the relevant committees
within 10 days a written finding that the use of
such funds is necessary to address in a timely
manner the relevant urgent operational need for
such a competition.

(2) MAXIMUM USE AMOUNT.—The covered
funds used under the authority provided by this
subsection may not exceed $200,000,000 in any
fiscal year.

(3) COVERED FUNDS DEFINED.—In this sub-
section, the term ‘‘covered funds’ means—

(A) with respect to the initial competitions re-
quired by subsection (b), funds provided for
short-range air defense and tactical precision
strike;

(B) with respect to all other competitions,
funds provided for the capabilities related to the
urgent operational meed or needs associated
with such competitions; or

(C) funds available to the Department under
the authorities and constraints of chapter 253 of
title 10, United States Code.

(f) BUDGETING.—Subject to the availability of
appropriations, the Secretary shall ensure that
efforts to facilitate each competition, to include
funding for the award of production contracts
or agreements upon successful completion of a
competition, are included in the annual budget
request submitted under section 1105 of title 31,
United States Code, during each year of the
pilot program and the future-years defense pro-
gram under section 221 of title 10, United States
Code.
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(9) GUIDANCE REQUIRED.—

(1) DEADLINE.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall issue guidance for the carrying out the
pilot program.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The guidance required by
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) Metrics for the design, timing, and organi-
zation of competitions under the pilot program.

(B) Opportunities for soliciting and incor-
porating inputs from combatant commanders,
Defense Agencies (as defined in section 101(a) of
title 10, United States Code), military services,
and private sector entities.

(C) A process for the general conduct of com-
petitions under the pilot program, including
merit-based selection criteria for selecting the
most efficient and effective solutions, and proce-
dures to provide as much transparency as prac-
ticable to offerors, government agencies, and the
public.

(D) Procedures to minimize the time between
the completion of a competition under the pilot
program and the award of a production or serv-
ice contract to the winning offeror.

(E) Procedures to ensure that the goods or
services from the winning offeror of each com-
petition under the pilot program are acquired
and fielded as quickly as possible, with a goal of
awarding a contract or other agreement under
subsection (c) for the acquisition of such goods
or services within 15 days.

(F) Procedures to include funding required for
the efficient and rapid procurement of the goods
or services from winning offerors of competitions
under the pilot program as part of the annual
Program Objective Memorandum and budget re-
quest process.

(h) OVERSIGHT .—

(1) BIANNUAL BRIEFINGS.—Not later than
March 1 and September 1 of each year beginning
after the date of enactment of this Act, and con-
tinuing until September 1, 2029, the Secretary
shall brief the relevant committees on each com-
petition wunder the pilot program that is
planned, underway, or completed.

(2) ELEMENTS.—Each briefing required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(4) The guidance issued pursuant to this sec-
tion.

(B) A description of how the authorities have
been used, including the metrics used for, test-
ing, evaluation, selection, and frequency of re-
competitions.

(C) Accomplishments from and challenges to
using the authorities under section.

(D) Recommendations for legislative or regu-
latory changes to the authority under this sec-
tion to promote efficient and effective acquisi-
tion of capabilities.

(3) UNCLASSIFIED FORMAT.—Each briefing re-
quired by paragraph (1) shall be in an unclassi-
fied format but may contain classified annexes.

(i) WAIVER OF ACQUISITION PROVISIONS.—In
connection with exercising the authority of this
section, the Secretary may waive the application
of any provision of acquisition law or regulation
to the same extent as allowed by the authority
provided in chapter 253 of title 10, United States
Code.

(j) CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT.—Nothing in
this section shall preclude an winning offeror
from improving the quality or quantity of goods
or services supplied pursuant to a competition,
if the winning offeror can do so in compliance
with the terms of such contract or other agree-
ment and the amount of funding provided.

(k) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ATTRITABLE SYSTEM.—The term “‘attritable
system’ means systems, including unmanned
systems, that are—

(A) purpose-designed and potentially reus-
able;

(B) suitable for integration by digital means;
and

(C) affordable to allow risk of 10ss.

(2) PILOT PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘pilot pro-
gram’ means the pilot program established
under subsection (a).
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(3) RELEVANT COMMITTEES.—The term ‘‘rel-
evant committees’’ means the Committees on
Armed Services of the Senate and the House of
Representatives and the Subcommittees on De-
fense of the Committees on Appropriations of
the Senate and the House of Representatives.

(4) RELEVANT URGENT OPERATIONAL NEED.—
The term ‘‘relevant urgent operational meed’’
means, with respect to a competition, the urgent
operational meed with respect to which such
competition is being conducted.

(5) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of Defense.

(6) WINNING OFFEROR.—The term ‘“‘winning of-
feror” means, with respect to a competition
under the pilot program, an individual or entity
awarded a contract or other agreement under
subsection (c).

(1) TERMINATION.—The authority under this
section to carry out the pilot program shall ter-
minate on December 31, 2028.

SEC. 852. DEMONSTRATION AND PROTOTYPING
PROGRAM TO ADVANCE INTER-
NATIONAL PRODUCT SUPPORT CA-
PABILITIES IN A CONTESTED LOGIS-
TICS ENVIRONMENT.

(a) CONTESTED LOGISTICS DEMONSTRATION
AND PROTOTYPING PROGRAM REQUIRED.—The
Secretary of Defense shall establish a contested
logistics demonstration and prototyping pro-
gram to identify, develop, demonstrate, and field
capabilities for product support in order to re-
duce or mitigate the risks associated with oper-
ations in a contested logistics environment.

(b) PURPOSE.—In carrying out the Program,
the Secretary shall do the following:

(1) Identify ways to leverage the inherent
interoperability, commonality, and interchange-
ability of platforms and information systems op-
erated by the United States and one or more
covered mnations, including to enable effective
maintenance and repair activities in a contested
logistics environment.

(2) Determine, develop, or establish best prac-
tices to reduce time needed to return repaired
equipment to service.

(3) Identify, develop, demonstrate, and field
effective and efficient means of conducting re-
pairs of equipment in theater away from perma-
nent repair facilities.

(4) Ezxplore flexible approaches to contracting
and use of partnership agreements to enable use
or development of the capabilities of covered
product support providers to effectively, effi-
ciently, and timely satisfy the product support
requirements of combat command and covered
nation in a contested logistics environment.

(5) Identify the resources, including any addi-
tional authorizations, that the Department of
Defense requires to reduce or mitigate the risks
associated with operations in a contested logis-
tics environment.

(6) Identify and document impediments to the
performance of product support in contested
logistical environments by covered product sup-
port providers, including impediments created
by statute, regulation, policy, agency guidance,
or limitations on expenditure, transfer, or re-
ceipt of funds for product support in contested
logistics environments.

(7) Identify and document any statutory or
regulatory waivers or exemptions that may be
applicable or mnecessary to enable the United
States and covered nations to jointly carry out
product support activities in contested logistics
environments located outside of the territory of
the United States, including, for each such
waiver and exemption—

(A) the office or individual responsible for re-
questing such waiver or exemption;

(B) the criteria for approval of such waiver or
exemption; and

(C) the individual or entity responsible for ap-
proving such waiver or exemption.

(c) ADVANCE PLANNING AND PREPARATION.—
The Secretary may establish a product support
agreements with a covered product support pro-
vider to enable a rapid response in a contin-
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gency operation (as defined in section 101(a) of
title 10, United States Code) to the product sup-
port requirements of such contingency oper-
ation.

(d) AUTHORITIES.—In carrying out the Pro-
gram, the Secretary may, in accordance with
section 2753 of title 22, United States Code, use
the authorities under sections 2342, 2474, 3601,
4021, and 4022 of title 10, United States Code, in-
cluding the authorities related to use of Other
Transaction Authorities for prototype projects
provided by section 843 of the James M. Inhofe
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263).

(e) REPORT.—Not later than 30 months after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall submit to the Congress a report summa-
ricing the activities undertaken in accordance
with this section, including—

(1) any recommendations to reduce impedi-
ments to meeting the requirements of combatant
command or covered nation for product support
in a contested logistics environment;

(2) a summary of impediments identified under
subsection (b)(7) and specific recommendations
for necessary changes to statutory, regulatory,
policy, agency guidance, or current limitations
on expenditure, transfer, or receipt of funds to
carry out the product support activities under
this pilot indefinitely;

(3) a summary of waivers or exemptions iden-
tified under subsection (b)(8), along with any
recommendations for changes to the processes
for obtaining such waivers or exemptions, and

(4) recommendations for improving the Pro-
gram, including whether to expand the list of
covered nations.

(f) DEVELOPMENT AND PROMULGATION OF DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE GUIDANCE.—Not later
than 180 days after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall develop and promulgate
guidance implementing the Program.

(9) SUNSET.—The authority under this section
shall terminate on the date that is 3 years after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CONTESTED LOGISTICS ENVIRONMENT.—The
term ‘‘contested logistics environment’ has the
meaning given such term in section 2926 of title
10, United States Code.

(2) COVERED NATIONS.—The term ‘‘covered na-
tion’”’ means—

(A) Australia;

(B) Canada;

(C) New Zealand; or

(D) United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland.

(3) COVERED PRODUCT SUPPORT PROVIDER.—
The term ‘‘covered product support provider’’
means an entity that provides product support.

(4) PRODUCT SUPPORT; PRODUCT SUPPORT IN-
TEGRATOR.—The terms ‘‘product support’” and
“product support integrator’’ have the meanings
given such terms, respectively, in section 4324 of
title 10, United States Code.

(5) PRODUCT SUPPORT ARRANGEMENT.—The
term “‘product support arrangement’ means a
contract, task order, or any other type of agree-
ment or arrangement, between the United States
and a covered nation for the performance of
sustainment or logistics support required for a
platform or information system operated by the
United States and such covered nation, or a
subsystems or components of such a platform or
information system, including any agreement or
arrangement for the following with respect to
such a platform, information system, subsystem,
or component:

(A) Performance-based logistics.

(B) Sustainment support.

(C) Contractor logistics support.

(D) Life-cycle product support.

(E) Weapon system product support.

(6) PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘Program’ means
the demonstration and prototyping program es-
tablished under subsection (a).

(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of Defense.
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SEC. 853. DEFENSE INDUSTRIAL BASE ADVANCED
CAPABILITIES PILOT PROGRAM.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary of De-
fense for Acquisition and Sustainment shall
carry out a public-private partnership pilot pro-
gram to accelerate the scaling, production, and
acquisition of advanced capabilities for national
security by creating incentives for investment in
domestic small businesses or nontraditional
businesses to create a robust and resilient de-
fense industrial base.

(2) GOALS.—The goals of the public-private
partnership pilot program are as follows:

(A) To bolster the defense industrial base
through acquisition and deployment of ad-
vanced capabilities necessary to field Depart-
ment of Defense modernization programs and
priorities.

(B) To strengthen domestic defense supply
chain resilience and capacity by investing in in-
novative defense companies.

(C) To leverage private equity capital to accel-
erate domestic defense scaling, production, and
manufacturing.

(b) PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out subsection
(a), the Under Secretary shall enter into public-
private partnerships, consistent with the phased
implementation provided for in subsection (e),
with for-profit persons using the criteria set
forth in paragraph (2).

(2) CRITERIA.—The criteria referred to in
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) The person shall be independent.

(B) The person shall be free from foreign over-
sight, control, influence, or beneficial owner-
ship.

(C) The person shall have commercial private
equity fund experience in the defense and com-
mercial sectors.

(D) The person shall be eligible for access to
classified information (as defined in the proce-
dures established pursuant to section 801(a) of
the National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C.
3161(a))).

(3) OPERATING AGREEMENT.—The Under Sec-
retary and a person or persons with whom the
Under Secretary enters a partnership under
paragraph (1) shall enter into an operating
agreement that sets forth the roles, responsibil-
ities, authorities, reporting requirements, and
governance framework for the partnership and
its operations.

(c) INVESTMENT OF EQUITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Pursuant to public-private
partnerships entered into under subsection (b),
a person or persons with whom the Under Sec-
retary has entered into a partnership shall in-
vest equity in domestic small businesses or non-
traditional businesses consistent with subsection
(a), with investments selected based on technical
merit, economic value, and the Department’s
modernization priorities.

(2) AUTHORITIES.—A person or persons de-
scribed in paragraph (1) shall have sole author-
ity to operate, manage, and invest.

(d) LOAN GUARANTEE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary shall
provide an up to 80 percent loan guarantee,
pursuant to the public-private partnerships en-
tered into under subsection (b), with investment
of equity that qualifies under subsection (c) and
consistent with the goals set forth under sub-
section (a)(2).

(2) PILOT PROGRAM AUTHORITY.—The tem-
porary loan guarantee authority described
under paragraph (1) is exclusively for the pub-
lic-private partnerships authoriced under this
section and may not be utilized for other pro-
grams or purposes.

(3) SUBJECT TO OPERATING AGREEMENT.—The
loan guarantee under paragraph (1) shall be
subject to the operating agreement entered into
under subsection (b)(3).

(4) USE OF FUNDS.—Obligations incurred by
the Under Secretary under this paragraph shall
be subject to the availability of funds provided
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in advance specifically for the purpose of such
loan guarantees.

(e) PHASED IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE AND
REQUIRED REPORTS AND BRIEFINGS.—The pro-
gram established under subsection (a) shall be
carried out in two phases as follows:

(1) PHASE 1.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Phase 1 shall consist of an
initial pilot program with one public-private
partnership, consistent with subsection (b), to
assess the feasibility and advisability of expand-
ing the scope of the program. The Under Sec-
retary shall begin implementation of phase 1 not
later than 180 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

(B) IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE AND FRAME-
WORK.—Not later than 90 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
submit an implementation plan to the congres-
sional defense committees on the design of phase
1. The plan shall include—

(i) an overview of, and the activities under-
taken, to execute the public-private partnership;

(ii) a description of the advanced capabilities
and defense industrial base areas under consid-
eration for investment; and

(iii) implementation milestones and metrics.

(C) REPORT AND BRIEFING REQUIRED.—Not
later than 27 months after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall provide to
the congressional defense committees a report
and briefing on the implementation of this sec-
tion and the feasibility and advisability of ex-
panding the scope of the pilot program. The re-
port and briefing shall include, at minimum—

(i) an overview of program performance, and
implementation and execution milestones and
outcomes;

(ii) an overview of progress in—

(I) achieving mew products in production
aligned with Department of Defense needs;

(I1) scaling businesses aligned to targeted in-
dustrial base and capability areas;

(I11) generating defense industrial base job
growth;

(IV) increasing supply chain resilience and
capacity; and

(V) enhancing competition on advanced capa-
bility programs; and

(iii) an accounting of activities undertaken
and outline of the opportunities and benefits of
expanding the scope of the pilot program.

(2) PHASE 2.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary may expand the scope of the phase 1
pilot program with the ability to increase to not
movre than three public-private partnerships,
consistent with subsection (b).

(B) REPORT AND BRIEFING REQUIRED.—Not
later than five years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall provide to
the congressional defense committees a report
and briefing on the outcomes of the pilot pro-
gram under subsection (a), including the ele-
ments described in paragraph (1)(C), and the
feasibility and advisability of making the pro-
gram permanent.

(f) TERMINATION.—The authority to enter into
an agreement to carry out the pilot program
under subsection (a) shall terminate on the date
that is five years after the date of the enactment
of this Act.

(9) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CONGRESSIONAL DEFENSE COMMITTEES.—
The term ‘‘congressional defense committees’’
has the meaning given the term in section
101(a)(16) of title 10, United States Code.

(2) DOMESTIC BUSINESS.—The term ‘‘domestic
business’ has the meaning given the term ““‘U.S.
business’ in section 800.252 of title 31, Code of
Federal Regulations, or successor regulation.

(3) DOMESTIC SMALL BUSINESSES OR NONTRADI-
TIONAL BUSINESSES.—The term ‘‘domestic small
businesses  or  montraditional  businesses’’
means—

(A) a small business that is a domestic busi-
ness; or
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(B) a nontraditional business that is a domes-
tic business.

(4) FREE FROM FOREIGN OVERSIGHT, CONTROL,
INFLUENCE, OR BENEFICIAL OWNERSHIP.—The
term “‘free from foreign oversight, control, influ-
ence, or beneficial ownership’’, with respect to a
person, means a person who has not raised and
managed capital from a person or entity that is
not trusted and who is otherwise free from for-
eign oversight, control, influence, or beneficial
ownership.

(5) INDEPENDENT.—The term ‘‘independent”’,
with respect to a person, means a person who
lacks a conflict of interest accomplished by not
having entity or manager affiliation or owner-
ship with an existing fund.

(6) NONTRADITIONAL BUSINESS.—The term
“nontraditional business’’ has the meaning
given the term ‘‘montraditional defense con-
tractor’ in section 3014 of title 10, United States
Code.

(7) SMALL BUSINESS.—The term ‘‘small busi-
ness’’ has the meaning given the term ‘‘small
business concern’’ in section 3 of the Small Busi-
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 632).

Subtitle E—Industrial Base Matters

SEC. 861. ADDITIONAL NATIONAL SECURITY OB-
JECTIVES FOR THE NATIONAL TECH-
NOLOGY AND INDUSTRIAL BASE.

Section 4811(a) of title 10, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the following
new paragraph:

‘““(12) Reducing, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the reliance of the Department of De-
fense on services, supplies, or materials from po-
tential adversaries.”.

SEC. 862. USE OF INDUSTRIAL BASE FUND FOR
SUPPORT FOR THE WORKFORCE FOR
LARGE SURFACE COMBATANTS.

Section 4817(d) of title 10, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in paragraph (3), by striking “‘and’’ at the
end;

(2) in paragraph (4), by striking the period
and inserting *‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(5) to provide support for the recruitment,
training, and retention of the workforce for
large surface combatants.”’.

SEC. 863. REDESIGNATION OF INDUSTRIAL BASE
FUND AS INDUSTRIAL BASE AND
OPERATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE
FUND; ADDITIONAL USES.

Section 4817 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in the section heading, by inserting ‘“‘and
Operational Infrastructure’ after ‘‘Industrial
Base’’;

(2) in subsection (a), by inserting ‘‘and Oper-
ational Infrastructure’ after ‘‘Industrial Base’’;

(3) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘, acting
through the Deputy Assistant Secretary of De-
fense for Manufacturing and Industrial Base
Policy’’; and

(4) in subsection (d)—

(A) in paragraph (4), as amended by section
862, by striking “‘and’’ at the end;

(B) in paragraph (5), as added by section 862,
by striking the period at the end and inserting
a semicolon; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

“(6) to acquire—

““(A) strategic and critical materials for the
National Defense Stockpile; and

““(B) munitions for the armed forces;

‘“(7) to provide and expedite infrastructure
projects critical to operational readiness within
priority theaters as determined by the Secretary,
consistent with the national defense strategy re-
quired under section 113(g) of this title; and

““(8) to acquire and deploy capabilities and
prototypes developed under the authorities of
section 3601 of title 10, section 804 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2016 (10 U.S.C. 3201 note prec.), and any
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other alternative acquisition pathway or mecha-

nism designed to deploy operational capabilities

and operational prototypes for defense purposes

within five years.” .

SEC. 864. MODIFICATIONS TO THE PROCURE-
MENT TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE CO-
OPERATIVE AGREEMENT PROGRAM.

(a) MODIFICATION TO DEFINITION OF ELIGIBLE
ENTITY.—Section 4951(1) of title 10, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘pri-
vate’’;

(2) by redesignating subparagraph (D) as sub-
paragraph (E); and

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (C) the
following new subparagraph:

‘(D) An institution of higher education, as
defined in section 101 of the Higher Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001).”".

(b) DEFINITION OF BUSINESS ENTITY.—Section
4951 of title 10, United States Code, is amended
by adding at the end the following new para-
graph:

““(5) BUSINESS ENTITY.—The term ‘business en-
tity’ means a corporation, association, partner-
ship, limited liability company, limited liability
partnership, consortia, nonprofit organication,
or other legal entity.”’.

(c) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—Section
4954(c) of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
ed to read as follows:

““(c) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive or
modify the percentages in subsection (b) on a
case-by-case basis.”’.

(d) FUNDING.—Section 4955 of title 10, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following new subsection:

‘““(e) FUNDING.—The Secretary of Defense may
only use amounts appropriated under this chap-
ter for the execution and administration of this
chapter.”’.

SEC. 865. MODIFICATION TO PROCUREMENT RE-
QUIREMENTS RELATING TO RARE
EARTH ELEMENTS AND STRATEGIC
AND CRITICAL MATERIALS.

(a) MODIFICATION REGARDING ADVANCED BAT-
TERIES IN DISCLOSURES CONCERNING RARE
EARTH ELEMENTS AND STRATEGIC AND CRITICAL
MATERIALS BY CONTRACTORS OF DEPARTMENT
OF DEFENSE.—Section 857 of the James M.
Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263; 136 Stat.
2727; 10 U.S.C. 4811 note) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(4) in paragraph (1)(A)—

(i) by striking ‘‘permanent magnet”’ and in-
serting ‘‘permanent magnet, or an advanced
battery or advanced battery component (as
those terms are defined, respectively, in section
40207(a) of the Infrastructure Investment and
Jobs Act (42 U.S.C. 18741(a))),”’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘of the magnet’ and inserting
“‘of the magnet, the advanced battery, or the
advanced battery component (as applicable)’’;
and

(B) in paragraph (2), by amending to read as
follows:

‘““(2) ELEMENTS.—A disclosure under para-
graph (1) with respect to a system described in
that paragraph shall include—

““(A) if the system includes a permanent mag-
net, an identification of the country or coun-
tries in which—

““(i) any rare earth elements and strategic and
critical materials used in the magnet were
mined,;

““(ii) such elements and materials were refined
into oxides;

“‘(iii) such elements and materials were made
into metals and alloys; and

“‘(iv) the magnet was sintered or bonded and
magnetized; and

‘“(B) if the system includes an advanced bat-
tery or an advanced battery component, an
identification of the country or countries in
which—

“(i) any strategic and critical materials that
are covered minerals used in the battery or com-
ponent were mined;
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“(ii) any strategic and critical materials that
are covered minerals used in the battery or com-
ponent were refined, processed, or reprocessed;

““(iii) any strategic and critical materials that
are covered minerals and that were manufac-
tured into the battery or component; and

“(iv) the battery cell, module, and pack of the
battery or component were manufactured and
assembled.”’; and

(2) by amending subsection (d) to read as fol-
lows:

““(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

““(1) The term ‘strategic and critical materials’
means materials designated as strategic and
critical under section 3(a) of the Strategic and
Critical Materials Stock Piling Act (50 U.S.C.
98b(a)).

“(2) The term ‘covered minerals’ means lith-
ium, nickel, cobalt, manganese, and graphite.”’.

(b) TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS.—Subsection (a)
of such section 857 is further amended—

(1) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘provides the
system”’ and inserting ‘‘provides the system as
described in paragraph (1)’; and

(2) in paragraph (4)(C), by striking ‘“‘a senior
acquisition executive’’ and inserting ‘‘a service
acquisition executive’’.

SEC. 866. SECURING MARITIME DATA FROM
CHINA.

(a) COUNTERING THE SPREAD OF COVERED LO-
GISTICS SOFTWARE.—

(1) CONTRACTING PROHIBITION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Department of Defense
may not enter into a contract with an entity
that uses covered logistics software.

(B) APPLICABILITY.—This paragraph shall
apply with respect to any contract entered into
on or after the date that is 180 days after the
enactment of this subsection.

(2) WAIVER.—The Secretary of Defense may
waive the provisions of this subsection for a spe-
cific contract—

(A) if the Secretary makes a determination
that such waiver is vital to the national security
of the United States; and

(B) submits to Congress a report justifying the
use of such waiver and the importance of such
waiver to the mational security of the United
States.

(3) REPORT.—Not later than one year after the
date of the enactment of this subsection, and
annually for three subsequent years, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall submit to Congress a re-
port on the implementation of this subsection.

(b) PoLicy WITH RESPECT TO PORTS ACCEPT-
ING FEDERAL GRANT MONEY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 503 of title 46,
United States Code, is amended by adding at the
end the following:

“$§50309. Prohibited use

““(a) IN GENERAL.—A covered port authority
may not use covered logistics software.

“(b) GUIDANCE.—The Secretary of Transpor-
tation, in consultation with the Secretary of De-
fense, shall publish on a website of the Depart-
ment of Transportation, and update regularly, a
list of entities subject to the prohibition in sub-
section (a).

““(c) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary of Trans-
portation shall consult with the Department of
State in carrying out this section.

“(d) WAIVER.—The Secretary of Transpor-
tation, in consultation with the Secretary of
State, may waive the provisions of this section
for a specific contract—

“(A) if the Secretary of Transportation makes
a determination that such waiver is vital to the
national security of the United States; and

“(B) submits to Congress a report justifying
the use of such waiver and the importance of
such waiver to the national security of the
United States.

““(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) COVERED LOGISTICS SOFTWARE.—The term
‘covered logistics software’ means—

““(A) the public, open, shared logistics infor-
mation network known as the National Public
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Information Platform for Transportation and
Logistics by the Ministry of Transport of China
or any affiliate or successor entity;

‘“‘(B) any other transportation logistics soft-
ware designed to be used by port authorities
subject to the jurisdiction, ownership, direction,
or control of a foreign adversary; or

‘“(C) any other logistics platform or software
that shares data with a system described in sub-
paragraphs (A) or (B).

““(2) COVERED PORT AUTHORITY.—The term
‘covered port authority’ means a port authority
that receives funding under a program author-
ized under part C of this subtitle.”

(2) APPLICABILITY.—Section 50309 of title 46,
United States Code, as added by paragraph (1),
shall apply with respect to any contract entered
into on or after the date that is 180 days after
the enactment of this subsection.

(3) REPORTING.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this subsection,
and annually for three subsequent years, the
Secretary of Transportation shall submit to
Congress a report on the implementation of sec-
tion 50309 of title 46, United States Code, as
added by paragraph (1).

(c) NEGOTIATIONS WITH ALLIES AND PART-
NERS.—

(1) NEGOTIATIONS REQUIRED.—The Secretary
of State shall seek to enter into megotiations
with United States ally and partner countries,
including those described in paragraph (3), if
the President determines that ports or other en-
tities operating within the jurisdiction of such
ally or partner countries are using or are con-
sidering using covered logistics software.

(2) ELEMENTS.—AS part of the negotiations de-
scribed in paragraph (1), the President shall—

(A) urge governments of such ally and partner
countries to require entities within the jurisdic-
tion of such governments to terminate the use of
covered logistics software;

(B) describe the threats posed by covered lo-
gistics software to United States military and
strategic interests and the implications such
threats may have for the presence of members of
the Armed Forces of the United States in such
countries;

(C) urge governments to use their voice, influ-
ence, and vote to align with the United States
and to counter attempts by foreign adversaries
at international standards-setting bodies to
adopt standards that incorporate covered logis-
tics software; and

(D) attempt to establish, through multilateral
entities, bilateral or multilateral megotiations,
military cooperation, and other relevant engage-
ments or agreements, a prohibition on the use of
covered logistics software.

(3) ALLIES AND PARTNERS DESCRIBED.—The
countries and entities with which the President
shall conduct negotiations described in this sub-
section shall include—

(A) all countries party to a collective defense
treaty or other collective defense arrangement
with the United States;

(B) India; and

(C) Taiwan.

(4) REPORT.—Not later than one year after the
date of the enactment of this subsection, the
Secretary of State shall submit a report to the
appropriate congressional committees describ-
ing—

(A) the efforts made by the United States Gov-
ernment as of the date of the submission of the
report in the negotiations described in this sub-
section; and

(B) the actions taken by the governments of
ally and partner countries pursuant to the ne-
gotiation priorities described in this subsection.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’ means—

(A) the Committees on Armed Services, For-
eign Affairs, and Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives; and

(B) The Committees on Armed Services, For-
eign Relations, and Commerce, Science, and
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Transportation, and Armed Services of the Sen-
ate.

(2) COVERED LOGISTICS SOFTWARE.—The term
“‘covered logistics software’’ means—

(A) the public, open, shared logistics informa-
tion network known as the National Public In-
formation Platform for Transportation and Lo-
gistics by the Ministry of Transport of China or
any affiliate or successor entity;

(B) any other transportation logistics software
designed to be used by port authorities subject
to the jurisdiction, ownership, direction, or con-
trol of a foreign adversary; or

(C) any other logistics platform or software
that shares data with a system described in sub-
paragraphs (A) or (B).

(3) FOREIGN ADVERSARY.—The term ‘‘foreign
adversary’’ means—

(A) the People’s Republic of China, including
the Hong Kong and Macau Special Administra-
tive Regions;

(B) the Republic of Cuba;

(C) the Islamic Republic of Iran;

(D) the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea;

(E) the Russian Federation; and

(F) the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
under the regime of Nicolds Maduro Moros.

SEC. 867. PILOT PROGRAM FOR ANALYZING AND
CONTINUOUS MONITORING OF KEY
SUPPLY CHAINS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense, acting through the Under
Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and
Sustainment and in coordination with the Com-
mander of the United States Indo-Pacific Com-
mand and the Secretary of each military depart-
ment, shall establish a pilot program wunder
which a private entity shall—

(1) monitor the supply chains for the covered
weapons platforms; and

(2) analyze the supply chains of the defense
industrial base for potential issues and
vulnerabilities and opportunities for improve-
ment.

(b) MONITORING ENTITY.—

(1) SELECTION.—The Under Secretary of De-
fense for Acquisition and Sustainment shall se-
lect a private entity to carry out the monitoring
and analysis of supply chains under the pilot
program established under subsection (a).

(2) SUPPLY CHAIN MONITORING AND ANAL-
YSIS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The monitoring entity shall,
using the information made available to the
monitoring entity under subparagraph (B) and
such other information as may be available—

(i) continuously monitor the supply chains for
covered weapons platforms, including each enti-
ty involved in such supply chain, for potential
issues and vulnerabilities, including issues re-
lated to the security and capacity of any such
supply chain, and opportunities for improve-
ment; and

(ii) regularly analyze the supply chains of the
defense industrial base for potential issues and
opportunities for improvement.

(B) AGENCY COOPERATION.—The Department
of Defense shall make available to the moni-
toring entity all information held by the Depart-
ment or available to the Department from con-
tractors providing goods or services to the De-
partment relating to the supply chains of such
contractors, except that the Department shall
not make available such information as the Sec-
retary of Defense determines appropriate.

(C) SAFEGUARDING INFORMATION.—The Sec-
retary of Defense shall require the monitoring
entity to take such steps as are reasonably nec-
essary to protect any confidential, proprietary,
or sensitive information.

(D) ISSUE REPORTING.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The monitoring entity shall
report to the Secretary concerned issues and
vulnerabilities identified pursuant to monitoring
under subparagraph (A)(i).

(ii) VALIDATION.—The monitoring entity shall
use a process to report issues and vulnerabilities
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identified pursuant to monitoring under Sub-
paragraph (A)(i) that involves manual valida-
tion of such issues and vulnerabilities and other
activities designed to—

(I) prevent members of the acquisition work-
force (as such term is defined in section 101(a) of
title 10, United States Code) from becoming de-
sensitized to such issues and vulnerabilities; and

(I1) avoid providing an excessive or unman-
ageable number of alerts regarding such issues
and vulnerabilities.

(3) QUARTERLY REPORTS.—Not less than 90
days after the establishment of the pilot pro-
gram, and every 90 days thereafter, the moni-
toring entity shall submit to the Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Acquisition and
Sustainment a  report on the issues,
vulnerabilities, and opportunities identified by
the monitoring entity pursuant under the pilot
program, including—

(A) a list of the vulnerabilities of the supply
chains for covered weapons platforms, cat-
egorized by severity; and

(B) for each vulnerability described in sub-
paragraph (A4), a description of such vulner-
ability, whether such vulnerability has been re-
solved, and, if resolved, the time from identifica-
tion to resolution.

(c) CONGRESSIONAL REPORTS.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, each Secretary concerned shall submit to
the congressional defense committees (as defined
in section 101(a) of title 10, United States Code)
a report containing—

(1) a list of the vulnerabilities of the supply
chains for covered weapons platforms identified
under the pilot program, categoriced by severity;

(2) for each vulnerability described in sub-
paragraph (A), a description of such vulner-
ability, whether such vulnerability has been re-
solved, and, if resolved, the time from identifica-
tion to resolution;

(3) an assessment of any legal authorities that
are needed to continuously monitor the supply
chains for all major defense acquisition pro-
grams (as such term is defined in section 4201 of
title 10, United States Code) in a manner similar
to the monitoring of supply chains for covered
weapons platforms under the pilot program;

(4) an assessment of the costs avoided by the
identification of issues and vulnerabilities to
supply chains under the pilot program prior
such issues and vulnerabilities affecting the
supply chains.

(d) TERMINATION DATE.—The authority under
this section shall terminate on the date that is
one year after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED WEAPONS PLATFORMS.—The term
“‘covered weapons platforms’ means weapons
platforms identified in the reports submitted
under section 1251(d)(1) of the William M. (Mac)
Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2021 (10 U.S.C. 113 note).

(2) MONITORING ENTITY.—The term ‘‘moni-
toring entity’’ means the entity that is operating
under an agreement with the Secretary of De-
fense to carry out the monitoring and analysis
of supply chains under the pilot program pursu-
ant to a selection under subsection (b)(1).

(3) PILOT PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘pilot pro-
gram’ means the pilot program established
under subsection (a).

(4) SECRETARY CONCERNED.—The term ‘‘Sec-
retary concerned’’ has the meaning given such
term in section 101(a) of title 10, United States
Code.

SEC. 868. STUDY AND REPORT ON COUNTRY OF
ORIGIN OF END ITEMS AND COMPO-
NENTS PROCURED BY DEPARTMENT
OF DEFENSE.

(a) STUDY.—The Comptroller General of the
United States shall conduct a study to identify
the degree to which the Department of Defense
is dependent on entities located in foreign coun-
tries for the procurement of certain end items
and components.
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(b) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 6 months
after the date of the enactment of this section,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit to the Committees on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives a report detailing the findings of the study
described in subsection (a).

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report described in para-
graph (1) shall contain the following:

(A) A description of the extent to which the
procurement processes of the Department of De-
fense allow for the determination of the country
of origin of the end items and components stud-
ied under subsection (a).

(B) Descriptions of the vulnerabilities in the
supply chains for end items and components
and the countries from which such end items
and components are procured.

(C) Recommendations for legislative or admin-
istrative action to address the vulnerabilities de-
scribed in subparagraph (B), including plans for
alternative supply chains or alternative coun-
tries from which to procure end items and com-
ponents.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COMPONENT.—The term ‘‘component’ has
the meaning given the term in section 3011 of
title 10, United States Code.

(2) END ITEM.—The term ‘‘end item’’ has the
meaning given the term in section 4863(n) of title
10, United States Code.

SEC. 869. ENHANCED DOMESTIC CONTENT RE-
QUIREMENT FOR MAJOR DEFENSE
ACQUISITION PROGRAMS.

(a) ASSESSMENT REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees a report assessing the
domestic source content of procurements carried
out in connection with a major defense acquisi-
tion program.

(2) INFORMATION REPOSITORY.—The Secretary
of Defense shall establish an information reposi-
tory for the collection and analysis of informa-
tion related to domestic source content for prod-
ucts the Secretary deems critical, where such in-
formation can be used for continuous data anal-
ysis and program management activities.

(b) ENHANCED DOMESTIC CONTENT REQUIRE-
MENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in para-
graph (2), for purposes of chapter 83 of title 41,
United States Code, manufactured articles, ma-
terials, or supplies procured in connection with
a major defense acquisition program are manu-
factured substantially all from articles, mate-
rials, or supplies mined, produced, or manufac-
tured in the United States if the cost of such
component articles, materials, or supplies—

(A) supplied not later than the date of the en-
actment of this Act, exceeds 60 percent of cost of
the manufactured articles, materials, or supplies
procured;

(B) supplied during the period beginning Jan-
uary 1, 2024, and ending December 31, 2028, ex-
ceeds 65 percent of the cost of the manufactured
articles, materials, or supplies; and

(C) supplied on or after January 1, 2029, ex-
ceeds 75 percent of the cost of the manufactured
articles, materials, or supplies.

(2) EXCLUSION FOR CERTAIN MANUFACTURED
ARTICLES.—Paragraph (1) shall not apply to
manufactured articles that consist wholly or
predominantly of iron, steel, or a combination of
iron and steel.

(3) RULEMAKING TO CREATE A FALLBACK
THRESHOLD.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense shall issue rules to deter-
mine the treatment of the lowest price offered
for a foreign end product for which 55 percent
or more of the component articles, materials, or
supplies of such foreign end product are manu-
factured substantially all from articles, mate-
rials, or supplies mined, produced, or manufac-
tured in the United States if—
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(i) the application paragraph (1) results in an
unreasonable cost; or

(ii) no offers are submitted to supply manufac-
tured articles, materials, or supplies manufac-
tured substantially all from articles, materials,
or supplies mined, produced, or manufactured in
the United States.

(B) TERMINATION.—Rules issued under this
paragraph shall cease to have force or effect on
January 1, 2031.

(4) APPLICABILITY.—The requirements of this
subsection—

(4) shall apply to contracts entered into on or
after the date of the enactment of this Act;

(B) shall not apply to articles manufactured
in countries that have executed a reciprocal de-
fense procurement memorandum of under-
standing with the United States entered into
pursuant to section 4851 of title 10, United
States Code; and

(C) shall not apply to a country that is a
member of the national technology and indus-
trial base (as defined by section 4801 of title 10,
United States Code).

(c) MAJOR DEFENSE ACQUISITION PROGRAM
DEFINED.—The term ‘“‘major defense acquisition
program’’ has the meaning given in section 4201
of title 10, United States Code.

Subtitle F—Small Business Matters
881 ENTREPRENEURIAL INNOVATION
PROJECT DESIGNATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) DESIGNATING CERTAIN SBIR AND STTR PRO-
GRAMS  AS  ENTREPRENEURIAL  INNOVATION
PROJECTS.—Chapter 303 of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by inserting after section 4067
the following new section:

“§4068. Entrepreneurial Innovation Project
designations

‘““(a) IN GENERAL.—During the first fiscal year
beginning after the date of the enactment of this
section, and during each subsequent fiscal year,
each Secretary concerned, in consultation with
the each chief of an armed force under the juris-
diction of the Secretary concerned, shall des-
ignate mot less than five eligible programs as
Entrepreneurial Innovation Projects.

‘““(b) APPLICATION.—An eligible program seek-
ing designation as an Entrepreneurial Innova-
tion Project under this section shall submit to
the Secretary concerned an application at such
time, in such manner, and containing such in-
formation as the Secretary concerned determines
appropriate.

““(c) DESIGNATION CRITERIA.—In making des-
ignations under subsection (a), the Secretary
concerned shall consider—

‘(1) the potential of the eligible program to—

‘“(A) advance the national security capabili-
ties of the United States;

‘““(B) provide new technologies or processes, or
new applications of existing technologies, that
will enable new alternatives to existing pro-
grams; and

“(C) provide future cost savings;

‘“(2) whether an advisory panel has rec-
ommended the eligible program for designation;
and

““(3) such other criteria that the Secretary
concerned determines to be appropriate.

““(d) DESIGNATION BENEFITS.—

‘(1) FUTURE YEARS DEFENSE PROGRAM INCLU-
SION.—With respect to each designated program,
the Secretary of Defense shall include in the
next future-years defense program the estimated
expenditures of such designated program. In the
preceding sentence, the term ‘next future-years
defense program’ means the future-years de-
fense program submitted to Congress under sec-
tion 221 of this title after the date on which
such designated program is designated under
subsection (a).

“(2) PROGRAMMING PROPOSAL.—Each des-
ignated program shall be included by the Sec-
retary concerned under a separate heading in
any programming proposals submitted to the
Secretary of Defense.
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‘“(3) PPBE COMPONENT.—Each designated
program shall be considered by the Secretary
concerned as an integral part of the planning,
programming, budgeting, and execution process
of the Department of Defense.

““(e) ENTREPRENEURIAL INNOVATION ADVISORY
PANELS.—

‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—For each military de-
partment, the Secretary concerned shall estab-
lish an advisory panel that, starting in the first
fiscal year beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this section, and in each subsequent fis-
cal year, shall identify and recommend to the
Secretary concerned for designation under sub-
section (a) eligible programs based on the cri-
teria described in subsection (c)(1).

“(2) MEMBERSHIP.—

“(4) COMPOSITION.—

“(i) IN GENERAL.—Each advisory panel shall
be composed of four members appointed by the
Secretary concerned and one member appointed
by the chief of the relevant armed force under
the jurisdiction of the Secretary concerned.

““(ii) SECRETARY CONCERNED APPOINTMENTS.—
The Secretary concerned shall appoint members
to the advisory panel as follows:

“(I) Three members who—

“(aa) have experience with private sector en-
trepreneurial innovation, including development
and implementation of such innovations into
well established markets; and

“(bb) are not employed by the Federal Gov-
ernment.

‘(1) One member who is in the Senior Execu-
tive Service in the acquisition workforce (as de-
fined in section 1705 of this title) of the relevant
military department.

““(iii) SERVICE CHIEF APPOINTMENT.—The chief
of an armed force under the jurisdiction of the
Secretary concerned shall appoint to the advi-
sory panel one member who is a member of such
armed forces.

‘“(B) TERMS.—

‘(i) PRIVATE SECTOR MEMBERS.—Members de-
scribed in subparagraph (A)(ii)(I) shall serve for
a term of three years, except that of the members
first appointed—

“(I) one shall serve a term of one year;

“(I1) one shall serve a term of two years; and

“(I11) one shall serve a term of three years.

““(ii) FEDERAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES.—
Members described in clause (ii)(II) or (iii) of
subparagraph (4) shall serve for a term of two
years, except that the first member appointed
under subparagraph (A)(iii) shall serve for a
term of one year.

“(C) CHAIR.—The chair for each advisory
panel shall be as follows:

‘(i) For the first year of operation of each
such advisory panel, and every other year
thereafter, the member appointed under sub-
paragraph (A)(iii).

“‘(ii) For the second year of operation of each
such advisory panel, and every other year
thereafter, the member appointed under sub-
paragraph (A)(ii)(I1I).

““(D) VACANCIES.—A vacancy in an advisory
panel shall be filled in the same manner as the
original appointment.

“(E) CONFLICT OF INTEREST.—Members and
staff of each advisory panel shall disclose to the
relevant Secretary concerned, and such Sec-
retary concerned shall mitigate to the extent
practicable, any professional or organizational
conflict of interest of such members or staff aris-
ing from service on the advisory panel.

“(F) COMPENSATION.—

“(i) PRIVATE SECTOR MEMBER COMPENSA-
TION.—Except as provided in clause (ii), mem-
bers of an advisory panel, and the support staff
of such members, shall be compensated at a rate
determined reasonable by the Secretary con-
cerned and shall be reimbursed in accordance
with section 5703 of title 5 for reasonable travel
costs and expenses incurred in performing duties
as members of an advisory panel.

““(ii) PROHIBITION ON COMPENSATION OF FED-
ERAL EMPLOYEES.—Members of an advisory
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panel who are full-time officers or employees of
the United States or Members of Congress may
not receive additional pay, allowances, or bene-
fits by reason of their service on an advisory
panel.

““(3) SELECTION PROCESS.—

““(A) INITIAL SELECTION.—Each advisory panel
shall select not less than ten eligible programs
that have submitted an application under sub-
section (b).

“(B) PROGRAM PLANS.—

‘““(i) IN GENERAL.—Each eligible program se-
lected under subparagraph (A) may submit to
the advisory panel that selected such eligible
program a program plan containing the five-
year goals, execution plans, schedules, and
funding needs of such eligible program.

““(ii) SUPPORT.—Each Secretary concerned
shall, to the greatest extent practicable, provide
eligible programs selected under subparagraph
(A) with access to information to support the de-
velopment of the program plans described in
clause (i).

‘““(C) FINAL SELECTION.—Each advisory panel
shall recommend to the Secretary concerned for
designation under subsection (a) not less than
five eligible programs that submitted a program
plan under subparagraph (B) to such advisory
panel. If there are less than five such eligible
programs, such advisory panel may recommend
to the Secretary concerned for designation
under subsection (a) less than five such eligible
programs.

“(4) ADMINISTRATIVE AND TECHNICAL SUP-
PORT.—The Secretary concerned shall provide
the relevant advisory panel with such adminis-
trative support, staff, and technical assistance
as the Secretary concerned determines necessary
for such advisory panel to carry out it duties.

““(5) FUNDING.—The Secretary of Defense may
use amounts available from the Department of
Defense Acquisition Workforce Development Ac-
count established under section 1705 of this title
to support the activities of advisory panels.

“(f) REVOCATION OF DESIGNATION.—If the Sec-
retary concerned determines that a designated
program cannot reasonably meet the objectives
of such designated program in the relevant pro-
gramming proposal referred to in subsection
(d)(2) or such objectives are irrelevant, such Sec-
retary concerned may revoke the designation.

““(9) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Secretary of
Defense shall submit to Congress an annual re-
port describing each designated program and
the progress each designated program has made
toward achieving the objectives of the des-
ignated program.

““(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) ADVISORY PANEL.—The term ‘advisory
panel’ means an advisory panel established
under subsection (e)(1).

““(2) DESIGNATED PROGRAM.—The term ‘des-
ignated program’ means an eligible program
that has been designated as an Entrepreneurial
Innovation Project under this section.

‘““(3) ELIGIBLE PROGRAM.—The term ‘eligible
program’ means work performed pursuant to a
Phase III agreement (as such term is defined in
section 9(r)(2) of the Small Business Act (15
U.S.C. 638(1)(2))).”.

(2) TARGET CHAPTER TABLE OF SECTIONS.—The
table of sections at the beginning of chapter 303
of title 10, United States Code, is amended by in-
serting after the item related to section 4067 the
following new item:

“‘4068. Entrepreneurial Innovation Project des-
ignations.”’.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT DEADLINE.—Not later than
120 days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretaries of each military department
shall establish the advisory panels described in
section 4068(e) of title 10, United States Code, as
added by subsection (a).

SEC. 882. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF DO-
MESTIC INVESTMENT PILOT PRO-
GRAM.

Section 884 of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (Public Law
116-92; 15 U.S.C. 638 note) is amended—
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(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘Not later
than 1 year after the date of the enactment of
this Act” and inserting ‘‘Not later than October
1, 2023;

(2) in subsection (c)—

(A) by striking ‘‘Secretary of Defense may not
use’’ and inserting the following: ‘“‘Secretary of
Defense—

‘(1) may not use’’;

(B) in paragraph (1), as so designated, by
striking “STTR program.’” and inserting “STTR
program; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

““(2) shall ensure that such program complies
with the requirements of a due diligence pro-
gram established under subsection (vv) of the
Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 638(vv)).”’; and

(3) in subsection (f), by striking ‘‘September
30, 2022’ and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2027.
SEC. 883. STUDY AND REPORT ON THE EXPAN-

SION OF THE STRATEGIC FUNDING
INCREASE PROGRAM OF THE AIR
FORCE.

(a) FEASIBILITY STUDY.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall direct the heads of the offices re-
sponsible for carrying out the Small Business
Innovation Research Programs of the Army,
Navy, and Marine Corps to jointly conduct a
study on the feasibility of implementing a cov-
ered program.

(b) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the congressional defense
committees a report containing the results of the
study required by subsection (a).

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by para-
graph (1) shall include the following:

(A) Funding levels required to successfully
execute covered program.

(B) The effect that a covered program might
have on the Small Business Innovation Re-
search Programs of the Army, Navy, and Ma-
rine Corps, including effect on the number of
Phase I and Phase II awards made under Small
Business Innovation Research Program if a cov-
ered program was carried out.

(C) Any additional authorities required to es-
tablish and carry out a covered program.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘covered program’ means a pPro-
gram similar to the STRATFI program that pro-
vides funds to support small business concerns
preparing to seek a Phase III award with re-
spect to a project or technology for which such
small business concern received a Phase II
award.

(2) The terms ‘“‘Phase I, “‘Phase II”, and
“Small Business Innovation Research Pro-
gram’’, have the meanings given, respectively, in
section 9(e) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C.
638(e)).

(3) The term ‘‘small business concern’’ has the
meaning given under section 3 of the Small
Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632).

(4) The term “STRATFI program’ refers to
the Strategic Funding Increase program of the
Air Force that provides funds to assist small
business concerns with securing a Phase III
agreement (as such term is defined in section
9(r)(2) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 5
638(1)(2))).

Subtitle G—Other Matters
SEC. 891. EMPLOYEE-OWNED BUSINESS CON-
TRACTING INCENTIVE PILOT PRO-
GRAM CLARIFICATION AND EXTEN-
SION.

Section 874 of the National Defense Author-
ication Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (10 U.S.C. 3204
note) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(4) in paragraph (2)—

(i) by inserting ‘‘or for’’ after ‘‘services pro-
cured by’’; and

(ii) by inserting ‘‘or for’’ after ‘“‘may be pro-
cured by’’; and

(B) in paragraph (3)—
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(i) by striking ‘A qualified business’’ and in-

serting ‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A qualified busi-
ness’’; and

(ii) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘““(B) TOTAL AWARD LIMIT.—Not more than 25
follow-on contracts may be awarded under this
section.”’;

(2) in subsection (e), by striking ‘‘five years”
and inserting ‘‘eight years’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“(9) PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT EXEMP-
TION.—Chapter 35 of title 44, United States
Code, shall not apply to any action taken under
this section or the pilot program established
under this section.”.

SEC. 892. PILOT PROGRAM ON THE USE OF BUDG-
ET TRANSFER AUTHORITY FOR ARMY
RESEARCH TO AID IN TECHNOLOGY
TRANSITION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Upon determination by the
Assistant Secretary of the Army for Acquisition,
Logistics, and Technology that such action is
necessary in the national interest, the Secretary
of Defense may transfer amounts of authoriza-
tions made available in Research and Develop-
ment, Army, line 0904, between any covered au-
thorization or combination of covered author-
izations for the purposes of procuring or other-
wise rapidly transitioning new technologies at
the direction of the Assistant Secretary.
Amounts of authorizations so transferred shall
be merged with and be available for the same
purposes as the authorization to which trans-
ferred.

(b) LIMITS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The total amount of author-
izations that the Secretary of Defense may
transfer under the authority of subsection (a)
for each procurement or other transition activity
may not exceed $10,000,000.

(2) OTHER LIMITS.—Amounts transferred pur-
suant to the authority under subsection (a)
shall not be subject to and shall not count to-
wards the limitation under subsection (a)(2) of
such section 1001.

(c) EFFECT ON AUTHORIZATION AMOUNTS.—A
transfer made from one account to another
under the authority of subsection (a) shall be
deemed to increase the amount authorized for
the account to which the amount is transferred
by an amount equal to the amount transferred.

(d) COVERED AUTHORIZATION DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘‘covered authorization’
means an authorization made available for fis-
cal year 2024 for—

(1) Aircraft Procurement, Army;

(2) Missile Procurement, Army;

(3) Weapons and Tracked Combat Vehicles,
Army;

(4) Procurement of Ammunition, Army;

(5) Other Procurement, Army; and

(6) Operation and Maintenance, Army.

SEC. 893. SEAPLANE PROCUREMENT AND EM-
PLOYMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 270 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees an analysis of the
utility of, employment opportunities with re-
spect to, and the feasibility of the Department of
Defense procuring seaplanes and amphibious
aircraft.

(b) CONTENTS.—The analysis required under
subsection (a) shall include an assessments of—

(1) the role and effects that the use of sea-
planes and amphibious aircraft would have on
the ability of the Armed Forces to conduct con-
tested logistics operations across a theater of
combat operations, including resupply and air-
to-air refueling;

(2) the utility of seaplanes and amphibious
aircraft in scenarios where access to airfields re-
quired for the operation of existing fired-wing,
tiltrotor, and rotor-wing assets is limited or such
airfields are unavailable;

(3) the effects that the use of seaplanes and
amphibious aircraft would have on the ability of
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the Armed Forces to conduct search and rescue
operations;

(4) the value and cost savings per flight hour
of using seaplanes and amphibious aircraft for
search and rescue operations as compared with
the type, model, and series of aircraft currently
used by the Armed Forces for such activities;

(5) the role of seaplanes and amphibious air-
craft in enhancing the mobility of personnel in
theaters of combat operations and providing
support within the expeditionary advanced bas-
ing operation construct;

(6) the utility of using seaplanes and amphib-
ious aircraft to enhance long-range reconnais-
sance operations of the Armed Forces; and

(7) options for acquiring seaplanes and am-
phibious aircraft from allies currently fielding
such platforms, including alternative ap-
proaches, acquisition timelines, and timelines
for fielding such seaplanes and amphibious air-
craft or domestically-produced alternatives.

(c) ARMED FORCES DEFINED.—In this section,
the term “Armed Forces’ has the meaning give
such term in section 101(a) of title 10, United
States Code.

SEC. 894. LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS RELATING TO CONTRACTS
WITH CONTRACT MANAGERS AND
AUDITORS.

(a) REVIEW.—The Secretary of Defense shall
annually review the value of contracts entered
into with contract managers and auditors for
the purpose of managing contracts of the De-
partment of Defense for a specified fiscal year.

(b) CERTIFICATION.—If the Secretary spent an
amount greater than or equal to 1 percent of the
total value of contracts awarded during such
fiscal year on such contracts with contract man-
agers and auditors, the Secretary shall submit a
certification to the congressional defense com-
mittees.

(¢) LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—
For each 0.1 percent of funds expended during
fiscal year 2024 that is greater than 1 percent of
total value of contracts awarded during such
fiscal year on such contracts with contract man-
agers and auditors, of the funds authorized to
be appropriated by this Act or otherwise made
available for fiscal year 2024 for the Deputy Sec-
retary of Defense for the nonemergency travel,
such amount shall be reduced by 1 percent.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘“‘contract managers and audi-
tors’ means employees of the Department of De-
fense, including members of a covered Armed
Force, and does not include contractors of the
Department.

(2) The term ‘‘covered Armed Force’ means
the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, or
Space Force.

SEC. 895. INSPECTOR GENERAL REPORT ON DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE ACQUISI-
TION AND CONTRACT ADMINISTRA-
TION.

Not later than Mavrch 31, 2024, the Inspector
General of the Department of Defense shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives a report on the status
and findings of the oversight, reviews, audits,
and inspections of the Inspector General regard-
ing Department-wide acquisitions and contract
management, including—

(1) findings regarding the effectiveness of au-
dits and financial advisory on ensuring that the
Department obtains the greatest value for the
lowest reasonable costs under when acquiring
goods and services, including by reducing con-
tract costs and ensuring that the profit of con-
tractors for the provision of such goods and
services is reasonable;

(2) an assessment of allowable, allocable, and
reasonable costs and pricing for contracts;

(3) the authorities and resources for con-
tracting officers of the Department to obtain
certified cost and pricing data from contractors
of the Department;

(4) the authorities and resources of the Chief
Financial Officer of the Department, the De-
fense Contract Audit Agency, and the Defense



H3298

Contract Management Agency to determine al-
lowable, allocable, and reasonable costs and
pricing for contracts.

TITLE IX—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
ORGANIZATION AND MANAGEMENT
Subtitle A—Office of the Secretary of Defense
and Related Matters
SEC. 901. UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR
SCIENCE AND INNOVATION INTE-

GRATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 133a of title 10,
United States Code, is amended to read as fol-
lows:

“§133a. Under Secretary of Defense for

Science and Innovation Integration

““(a) UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.—There is
an Under Secretary of Defense for Science and
Innovation Integration, appointed from civilian
life by the President, by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate. A person may not be
appointed as Under Secretary within seven
years after relief from active duty as a commis-
sioned officer of a regular component of an
armed force.

““(b) QUALIFICATIONS.—The Under Secretary
shall be appointed from among persons who
have an extensive technology or science back-
ground and experience in—

‘(1) private or venture capital, commercial in-
novation, or prototype-to-production transition;
and

‘“‘(2)  managing complex programs and
leveraging public-private capital partnerships.

““(c) DUTIES AND POWERS.—Subject to the au-
thority, direction, and control of the Secretary
of Defense, the Under Secretary shall perform
such duties and exercise such powers as the Sec-
retary may prescribe, including—

‘(1) serving as the chief technology officer of
the Department of Defense with the mission of
advancing technology, innovation, and the inte-
gration of commercial technology for the armed
forces (and the Department);

““(2) establishing policies on, and supervising,
all elements of the Department relating to the
identification of commercial technology for po-
tential use by the Department and integration
of such technology into the armed forces (and
the Department), including—

‘““(A) implementing the preference under sec-
tion 3453 of this title for the use of commercial
technology when suitable to meet the needs of
Department; and

‘““(B) ensuring implementation of a modular
open system approach (as defined in Ssection
4401(b) of title 10, United States Code) to en-
courage increased competition and the more fre-
quent use of commercial technology within the
Department;

““(3) establishing policies on, and supervising,
all defense research and engineering, tech-
nology development, technology transition, ap-
propriate prototyping activities, experimen-
tation, and developmental testing activities and
programs and unifying defense research and en-
gineering efforts across the Department;

‘““(4) serving as the principal advisor to the
Secretary on all commercial innovation and in-
tegration, research, engineering, and technology
development activities and programs in the De-
partment; and

“(5) along with the Vice Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, providing for an alternate
path to integrate commercial technology into the
Department that does not include applying the
Joint Capabilities Integration and Development
System process to the acquisition of technology
that readily exists in the commercial sector.

‘“(d) PRECEDENCE IN DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE.—

‘(1) PRECEDENCE IN MATTERS OF RESPONSI-
BILITY.—With regard to all matters for which
the Under Secretary has responsibility by the di-
rection of the Secretary of Defense or by law,
the Under Secretary takes precedence in the De-
partment of Defense after the Secretary and the
Deputy Secretary of Defense.
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““(2) PRECEDENCE IN OTHER MATTERS.—With
regard to all matters other than the matters for
which the Under Secretary has responsibility by
the direction of the Secretary or by law, the
Under Secretary takes precedence in the Depart-
ment of Defense after the Secretary and the
Deputy Secretary of Defense.”’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) TiTLE 10.—Title 10, United States Code, as
amended by subsection (a), is further amended
by striking ‘‘Under Secretary of Defense for Re-
search and Engineering’’ each place it appears
and inserting ‘‘Under Secretary of Defense for
Science and Innovation Integration’.

(2) TITLE 5.—Title 5, United States Code, is
amended by striking ‘‘Under Secretary of De-
fense for Research and Engineering’’ each place
it appears and inserting ‘‘Under Secretary of
Defense for Science and Innovation Integra-
tion”’.

(3) NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACTS.—
Each of the following Acts is amended by strik-
ing “‘Under Secretary of Defense for Research
and Engineering’’ each place it appears and in-
serting ‘‘Under Secretary of Defense for Science
and Innovation Integration’:

(A) The National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2018 (Public Law 115-91).

(B) The John S. McCain National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019 (Public Law
115-232).

(C) The National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2020 (Public Law 116-92).

(D) The William M. (Mac) Thornberry Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2021 (Public Law 116-283).

(E) The National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2022 (Public Law 117-81).

(F) The James M. Inhofe National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public
Law 117-263).

(c) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any law
(other than this section), regulation, map, docu-
ment, paper, or other record of the United States
to the Under Secretary of Defense for Research
and Engineering shall be deemed to be a ref-
erence to the Under Secretary of Defense for
Science and Innovation Integration.

(d) SERVICE OF INCUMBENT IN POSITION.—The
individual serving as Under Secretary of De-
fense for Research and Engineering as of the ef-
fective date specified in subsection (e) may serve
as Under Secretary of Defense for Science and
Innovation Integration commencing as of that
date without further appointment under section
133a of title 10, United States Code (as amended
by subsection (a)).

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section and the
amendments made by this section shall take ef-
fect one year after the date of the enactment of
this Act.

SEC. 902. REPEAL OF POSITION OF DIRECTOR OF
COST ASSESSMENT AND PROGRAM
EVALUATION.

(a) REPEAL OF POSITION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 139a of title 10,
United States Code is repealed.

(2) CONFORMING REPEALS.—The following pro-
visions of law are repealed:

(A) Subparagraph (A) of section 131(b)(4) of
title 10, United States Code.

(B) Subparagraph (A) of section 131(b)(8) of
such title.

(C) Subparagraph (C) of section 2222(e)(6) of
such title.

(D) Chapter 222 of such title.

(E) Paragraph (5) of section 1672(c) of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263).

(F) Subparagraph (E) of section 223(c)(1) of
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2022 (Public Law 117-81; 10 U.S.C. 4172
note).

(G) Subparagraph (C) of section 836(e)(2) of
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2021 (Public Law 116-283; 10 U.S.C.
3101 note prec.).

(H) Subparagraph (E) of section 231(d)(2)of
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
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cal Year 2020 (Public Law 116—92; 10 U.S.C.
4571 note).

(I) Section 101(c) of the Weapon Systems Ac-
quisition Reform Act of 2009 (Public Law 111-23;
10 U.S.C. 139a note).

(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(A) Section 5315 of title 5, United States Code,
is amended by striking ‘‘Director of Cost Assess-
ment and Program Evaluation, Department of
Defense.”’.

(B) Section 118(e) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘Director of Cost
Assessment and Performance Evaluation’ and
inserting “‘Under Secretary of Defense for Ac-
quisition and Sustainment’.

(C) Section 181 of title 10, United States Code,
is amended—

(i) in subsection (d)—

(1) by striking subparagraph (F); and

(II) by redesignating subparagraphs (G) and
(H) as subparagraphs (F) and (G), respectively;
and

(ii) in subsection (f), by striking ‘‘, such as the
Office of Cost Assessment and Program Evalua-
tion,”’.

(D) Section 134(b)(5) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘“ and the Director
of Cost Assessment and Program Evaluation’.

(E) Section 225(e)(4) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended—

(i) in subparagraph (A), by adding ‘“‘and’ at
the end;

(ii) in subparagraph (B) by striking ‘;
and inserting a period; and

(iii) by striking subparagraph (C).

(F) Section 231a(c)(2)(E) of title 10, United
States Code, is amended—

(i) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘of the Office of
Cost Assessment and Program Evaluation’ and
inserting ‘‘of another organization of the De-
partment of Defense’’; and

(ii) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘of the Office of
Cost Assessment and Program Evaluation’ and
inserting ‘‘of such other organization’.

(G) Section 499a of title 10, United States
Code, is amended—

(i) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘acting
through the Director for Cost Estimating and
Program Evaluation’ and inserting ‘‘acting
through the official designated under section
902(b) of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2024°°;

(ii) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘the Director
of Cost Assessment and Program Evaluation’
and inserting ‘‘the official described in sub-
section (a)”’;

(iii) in subsection (c)—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(aa) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(4), by striking ‘‘the Director of Cost Assessment
and Program Evaluation’ and inserting ‘‘the
official described in subsection (a)’’; and

(bb) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘such
Directors” and inserting ‘‘the official and the
Director’’;

(1) in paragraph (2)—

(aa) by striking ‘‘Director of Cost Assessment
and Program Evaluation’ and inserting ‘‘offi-
cial described in subsection (a)’’; and

(bb) by striking ‘‘such Directors’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘the official and the Director’’; and

(I111) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘the Direc-
tor of Cost Assessment and Program Evalua-
tion”’ and inserting ‘‘the official described in
subsection (a)’’; and

(iv) in subsection (d)(2), by striking ‘‘the Di-
rector of Cost Assessment and Program Evalua-
tion”’ and inserting ‘‘the official described in
subsection (a)’’.

(H) Section 3501(i)(3)(B) of title 10, United
States Code, is amended by striking ‘‘conducted
on the basis of section 3226(b) of this title,”’.

(1) Section 4251 of title 10, United States Code,
is amended—

(i) in subsection (b)—

(I) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘‘consistent
with study guidance developed by the Director
of Cost Assessment and Program Evaluation’’;
and

and”
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(II) in paragraph (7), by striking *‘, with the
concurrence of the Director of Cost Assessment
and Program Evaluation,”’; and

(ii) in subsection (c)(1)(F), by striking ‘‘con-
ducted by the Director of Cost Assessment and
Program Evaluation’.

(J) Section 4252(a)(3)(C) of title 10, United
States Code, is amended by striking ‘, with the
concurrence of the Director of Cost Assessment
and Program Evaluation,’’.

(K) Section 4325(c) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended—

(i) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘Director of
Cost Assessment and Program Evaluation’ and
inserting ‘‘Under Secretary of Defense for Ac-
quisition and Sustainment’’; and

(ii) in paragraph (2)—

(1) in the matter preceding subparagraph (A),
by striking ‘‘the Director’ and inserting ‘‘the
Under Secretary’’; and

(II) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘“‘with
the concurrence of the Under Secretary of De-
fense for Acquisition and Sustainment,’’.

(L) Section 4376 of title 10, United States
Code, is amended—

(i) in subsection (a)(2), by striking ‘‘in con-
sultation with the Director of Cost Assessment
and Program Evaluation,”’; and

(ii) in subsection (b)(2)(C), by striking ‘‘by the
Director of Cost Assessment and Program Eval-
uation’.

(M) Section 4506 of title 10, United States
Code, is amended striking ‘‘Director of Cost As-
sessment and Performance Evaluation’ each
place it appears and inserting ‘‘the Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Acquisition and
Sustainment’’.

(N) Section 351(b) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law
117-263) is amended by striking ‘‘Director of
Cost Assessment and Performance Evaluation’
and inserting ‘“‘Under Secretary of Defense for
Acquisition and Sustainment’’.

(O) Section 1640(c)(1) of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public
Law 117-263) is amended by striking ‘‘Director
of the Office of Cost Assessment and Program
Evaluation of the Department of Defense’’ and
inserting ‘‘official designated wunder section
902(b) of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2024°°.

(P) Section 833(e)(2)(A) of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022
(Public Law 117-81; 10 U.S.C. 4001 note) is
amended—

(i) by striking clause (vi); and

(ii) by redesignating clause (vii) as clause (vi).

(@) Section 1507(c)(1) of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (Public
Law 116-92; 10 U.S.C. 167b note) is amended by
striking ‘‘Cost Assessment and Program Evalua-
tion,”’.

(R) Section 834(f) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law
116-283; 10 U.S.C. 4571 note) is amended by
striking ‘‘Director of Cost Assessment and Pro-
gram Evaluation” and inserting ‘‘Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Acquisition and
Sustainment’’.

(S) Section 1251(d) of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public
Law 116-283; 10 U.S.C. 113 note) is amended—

(i) in paragraph (1)(D), by striking ‘‘the Di-
rector of Cost Assessment and Program Evalua-
tion,”’; and

(ii) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking *‘, the
Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), and
the Director of Cost Assessment and Program
Evaluation’ and inserting ‘‘and the Under Sec-
retary of Defense (Comptroller)’.

(T) Section 1664(a)(2) of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (Public
Law 116-92; 10 U.S.C. 179 note) is amended—

(1) by striking subparagraph (A4); and

(ii)) by redesignating subparagraphs (B)
through (D) as subparagraphs (A) through (C),
respectively.

(U) Section 1709 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (Public Law
116-92; 10 U.S.C. 113 note) is amended—
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(i) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘, the Direc-
tor of the Joint Staff, and the Director of Cost
Assessment and Program Evaluation” and in-
serting ‘‘and the Director of the Joint Staff’’;
and

(ii) in subsection (b)(5), by striking *‘, the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the
Director of Cost Assessment and Program Eval-
uation” and inserting ‘“‘and the Chairman of
the Joint chiefs of Staff’’.

(V) Section 1053(f)(1)(B)(ii) of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019
(Public Law 115-232; 10 U.S.C. 113 note) is—

(i) in the heading, by striking “CAPE’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘the Director of Cost Assess-
ment and Program Evaluation’” and inserting
““the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition
and Sustainment’’.

(W) Section 839(b) of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018 (Public
Law 115-91; 10 U.S.C. 4171 note)—

(i) in paragraph (2), by striking “shall”’ and
all that follows through the period at the end
and inserting ‘‘coordinate with the Secretaries
of the military departments’’; and

(ii) in paragraph (3)(A)—

(I) by striking ‘‘the Director for Cost Assess-
ment and Program Evaluation or another’ and
inserting ‘“‘an’’; and

(I1) by striking ‘‘the Director of Operational
Test and Evaluation, the senior official of the
Department of Defense with responsibility for
developmental testing,”” and inserting ‘‘the sen-
ior official of the Department of Defense with
responsibility for developmental testing’’.

(X) Section 925(b)(2) of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public
Law 114-328; 10 U.S.C. 4271 note) is amended—

(i) in subparagraph (A), by adding “‘and’ at
the end;

(ii) by striking subparagraph (B); and

(iii) by redesignating subparagraph (C) as
subparagraph (B).

(Y) Section 3113(b) of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public
Law 114-328; 50 U.S.C. 2512 note) is amended by
striking paragraph (4).

(Z) Section 1618(a) of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016 (Public
Law 114-92; 10 U.S.C. 4205 note) is amended by
striking ‘‘and the Director of Cost Assessment
and Program Evaluation’.

(AA) Section 907(a)(1) of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2014 (Public
Law 113-66; 10 U.S.C. 1564 note) is amended by
striking ‘‘acting through the Director of Cost
Assessment and Program Evaluation and’.

(BB) Section 836(a)(2) of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012 (Public
Law 112-81; 22 U.S.C. 2767 note) is amended by
striking ‘¢, the Assistant Secretary of Defense
for Research and Engineering, and the Director
of Cost Assessment and Program Evaluation of
the Department of Defense’’ and inserting ‘‘and
the Under Secretary of Defense for Research
and Engineering’’.

(CC) Section 201(d) of the Weapon Systems
Acquisition Reform Act of 2009 (Public Law 111-
23; 10 U.S.C. 181 note) is amended by striking
“Director of Cost Assessment and Program Eval-
uation” and inserting ‘‘official designated
under section 902(b) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024°°.

(DD) Section 3221 of the National Nuclear Se-
curity Administration Act (50 U.S.C. 2411(e)) is
amended—

(i) by striking subsection (e); and

(ii) by redesignating subsections (f) through
(i) as subsections (e) through (h), respectively.

(EE) Section 4217(c) of the Atomic Energy De-
fense Act (50 U.S.C. 2537(c)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘“‘acting through the Director of Cost Assess-
ment and Program Evaluation and’.

(4) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The repeals and amend-
ments made by this subsection shall take effect
on the date of the enactment of this Act.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act—
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(1) each duty or responsibility that remains
assigned to the Director of Cost Assessment and
Program Evaluation of the Department of De-
fense shall be transferred to an officer or em-
ployee of the Department of Defense designated
by the Secretary of Defense, except that any of-
ficer or employee so designated may not be an
individual who served as the Director of Cost
Assessment and Program Evaluation before the
date of the enactment of this Act; and

(2) the personnel, functions, and assets of the
Office of Cost Assessment and Program Evalua-
tion shall be transferred to such other organiza-
tions and elements of the Department as the
Secretary considers appropriate.

(c) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any law,
regulation, guidance, instruction, or other docu-
ment of the Federal Government to the Director
of Cost Assessment and Program Evaluation of
the Department of Defense shall be deemed to
refer to the applicable officer or employee of the
Department of Defense designated by the Sec-
retary of Defense under subsection (b)(1).

(d) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees a report that sets
forth such recommendations for legislative ac-
tion as the Secretary considers appropriate for
modifications to law to carry out this section
and the repeals and amendments made by this
section.

SEC. 903. CONFORMING AMENDMENTS TO CARRY
OUT ELIMINATION OF POSITION OF
CHIEF MANAGEMENT OFFICER.

(a) REMOVAL OF REFERENCES TO CHIEF MAN-
AGEMENT OFFICER IN PROVISIONS OF LAW RE-
LATING TO PRECEDENCE.—Chapter 4 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in section 133a(c)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking *‘, the Dep-
uty Secretary of Defense, and the Chief Man-
agement Officer of the Department of Defense’’
and inserting ‘‘and the Deputy Secretary of De-
fense’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘the Chief
Management Officer,”’;

(2) in section 133b(c)—

(A4) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘the Chief
Management Officer of the Department of De-
fense,”’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘the Chief
Management Officer,”’;

(3) in section 137a(d), by striking ‘‘the Chief
Management Officer of the Department of De-
fense,”’; and

(4) in section 138(d), by striking ‘‘the Chief
Management Officer of the Department of De-
fense,”’.

(b) ASSIGNMENT OF PERIODIC REVIEW OF DE-
FENSE AGENCIES AND DOD FIELD ACTIVITIES TO
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.—Section 192(c) of such
title is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(4) in subparagraph (4), by striking ‘‘the
Chief Management Officer of the Department of
Defense” and inserting ‘‘the Secretary of De-
fense’’; and

(B) in subparagraphs (B) and (C), by striking
““the Chief Management Officer’’ and inserting
“‘the Secretary’’; and

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘the Chief
Management Officer’ each place it appears and
inserting ‘‘the Secretary’.

(c) ASSIGNMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR FI-
NANCIAL IMPROVEMENT AND AUDIT REMEDIATION
TO UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (COMP-
TROLLER).—Section 240b of such title is amend-
ed—

(1) in subsection (a)(1), by striking ‘‘The Chief
Management Officer of the Department of De-
fense shall, in consultation with the Under Sec-
retary of Defense (Comptroller),” and inserting
“The Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller)
shall, in consultation with the Performance Im-
provement Officer of the Department of De-
fense,”’; and

(2) in subsection (b)(1)(C)(ii), by striking ‘‘the
Chief Management Officer’” and inserting ‘‘the
Performance Improvement Officer’.
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(d) REMOVAL OF CHIEF MANAGEMENT OFFICER
AS RECIPIENT OF REPORTS OF AUDITS BY EXTER-
NAL AUDITORS.—Section 240d(d)(1)(A) of such
title is amended by striking ‘‘and the Chief
Management Officer of the Department of De-
fense’.

(e) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS TO PROVISIONS
OF LAW RELATED TO FREEDOM OF INFORMATION
ACT EXEMPTIONS.—Such title is further amend-
ed—

(1) in section 130e—

(A) by striking subsection (d);

(B) by redesignating subsections (e) and (f) as
subsections (d) and (e), respectively; and

(C) in subsection (d), as so redesignated—

(i) by striking ‘, or the Secretary’s designee,’’;
and

(ii) by striking *‘, through the Office of the Di-
rector of Administration and Management’’;
and

(2) in section 2254a—

(4) by striking subsection (c);

(B) by redesignating subsection (d) as sub-
section (c); and

(C) in subsection (c), as so redesignated—

(i) by striking *‘, or the Secretary’s designee,’’;
and

(ii) by striking ‘*, through the Office of the Di-
rector of Administration and Management’’.

(f) ASSIGNMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR AN-
NUAL REVIEW OF AGENCY INFORMATION TECH-
NOLOGY PORTFOLIO TO THE CHIEF INFORMATION
OFFICER.—Section 11319(d)(4) of title 40, United
States Code, is amended, in the second sentence,
by striking ‘‘the Chief Management Officer of
the Department of Defense (or any successor to
such Officer), in consultation with the Chief In-
formation Officer, the Under Secretary of De-
fense for Acquisition and Sustainment, and’’
and inserting ‘‘the Chief Information Officer of
the Department of Defense, in consultation with
the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition
and Sustainment and’’.

(9) REMOVAL OF CHIEF MANAGEMENT OFFICER
AS REQUIRED COORDINATOR ON DEFENSE RESALE
MATTERS.—Section 631(a) of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020
(Public Law 116-92; 10 U.S.C. 2481 note) is
amended by striking *‘, in coordination with the
Chief Management Officer of the Department of
Defense,”’.

SEC. 904. ELIMINATION OF THE CHIEF DIVERSITY
OFFICER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE.

(a) REPEAL OF POSITION.—Section 147 of title
10, United States Code, is repealed.

(b) CONFORMING REPEAL.—Section 913 of the
William M. (Mac) Thornberry National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public
Law 116-283; 10 U.S.C. 147 note) is repealed.

Subtitle B—Other Department of Defense
Organization and Management Matters
SEC. 921. MODIFICATION OF ANALYSIS REQUIRED
FOR REDUCTIONS TO CIVILIAN
WORKFORCE UNDER GENERAL POL-
ICY FOR TOTAL FORCE MANAGE-

MENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 129a(b) of title 10,
United States Code, is amended by adding at the
end the following: “‘Such analysis shall be docu-
mented in writing.”’.

(b) REVIEW AND REPORT.—Not later than
March 1, 2024, the Comptroller General of the
United States shall—

(1) conduct a review of any written analysis
prepared by the Secretary of Defense relating to
the reduction of the civilian workforce of the
Department of Defense for purposes of section
129a(b) of title 10, United States Code (as
amended by subsection (a)), and shall include
as part of such review an assessment of whether
the analysis prepared by the Secretary suffi-
ciently addresses the readiness needs of the De-
partment; and

(2) submit to the congressional defense com-
mittees a report on the results of such review.
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SEC. 922. ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS UNDER
GENERAL POLICY FOR TOTAL FORCE
MANAGEMENT.

Section 129a of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (f) and (g) as
subsection (h) and (i), respectively; and

(2) by inserting after subsection (e) the fol-
lowing new subsections:

“(f) DATA ANALYTICS.—(1) The Secretary of
Defense shall develop data analytics to specifi-
cally identify the quantitative metrics and qual-
itative relationships of the sizing and composi-
tion of the civilian workforce of the Department
of Defense. Such data analytics shall be docu-
mented in writing.

““(2) Not later than March 31 each year, the
Secretary of Defense shall provide to the con-
gressional defense committees a briefing on the
analytics developed under paragraph (1).

““(9) ADDITIONAL PLANNING, PROGRAMING, AND
BUDGETING REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary of
Defense shall ensure that planning, program-
ming, and budgeting reviews consider all compo-
nents of the total force (including a active and
reserve military, civilian workforce, and con-
tract support) in a holistic manner to avoid du-
plication and waste and ensure that risk, cost,
and mission validation and prioritization con-
siderations consistent with this section and the
National Defense Strategy inform the sourcing
and prioritization of requirements.’’.

SEC. 923. ELIGIBILITY OF CHIEF OF THE NA-
TIONAL GUARD BUREAU FOR AP-
POINTMENT AS CHAIRMAN OF THE
JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF.

Section 152(b)(1)(B) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘the Commandant
of the Marine Corps, or the Chief of Space Oper-
ations’ and inserting ‘‘the Commandant of the
Mavrine Corps, the Chief of Space Operations, or
the Chief of the National Guard Bureau’’.

SEC. 924. COAST GUARD INPUT TO THE JOINT RE-
QUIREMENTS OVERSIGHT COUNCIL.

Section 181(d) of title 10, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the following
new paragraph:

“(5) INPUT FROM COMMANDANT OF COAST
GUARD.—The Council shall seek, and strongly
consider, the views of the Commandant of the
Coast Guard regarding Coast Guard capabilities
in support of national defense.”’.

SEC. 925. CODIFICATION OF THE DEFENSE INNO-
VATION UNIT AND ESTABLISHMENT
OF THE NONTRADITIONAL INNOVA-
TION FIELDING ENTERPRISE.

(a) CODIFICATION OF DEFENSE INNOVATION
UNIT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 303 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended by adding at the
end the following new section:

“§4127. Defense Innovation Unit

“(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established in
the Department of Defense a Defense Innova-
tion Unit (referred to in this section as the
‘Unit’).

“(b) DIRECTOR AND DEPUTY DIRECTOR.—
There is a Director and a Deputy Director of the
Unit, each of whom shall be appointed by the
Secretary of Defense from among persons with
substantial experience in innovation and com-
mercial technology, as determined by the Sec-
retary.

““(c) AUTHORITY OF DIRECTOR.—The Director
is the head of the Unit. The Director—

‘(1) shall serve as a principal staff assistant
to the Secretary on matters within the responsi-
bility of the Unit;

“(2) shall report directly to the Secretary of
Defense without intervening authority; and

“(3) may communicate views on matters with-
in the responsibility of the Unit directly to the
Secretary without obtaining the approval or
concurrence of any other official within the De-
partment of Defense.

“(d) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Unit shall have
the following responsibilities:

‘(1) Seek out, identify, and support the devel-
opment of commercial technologies that have the
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potential to be implemented within the Depart-
ment.

““(2) Accelerate the adoption of commercial
technologies within the Department of Defense
to transform military capacity and capabilities.

“(3) Serve as the principal liaison between the
Department of Defense and individuals and en-
tities in the national security innovation base,
including, entrepreneurs, startups, commercial
technology companies, and venture capital
sources.

‘““(4) Carry out programs, projects, and other
activities to strengthen the national security in-
novation base.

““(5) Coordinate the activities of other organi-
zations and elements of the Department of De-
fense on matters relating to commercial tech-
nologies, dual use technologies, and the innova-
tion of such technologies.

‘““(6) Coordinate and oversee the mnontradi-
tional defense innovation fielding enterprise es-
tablished under section 4063 of this title.

‘“(7) Carry out such other activities as the Sec-
retary of Defense determines appropriate.’’.

(2) MODIFICATION OF AUTHORITY TO CARRY
OUT CERTAIN PROTOTYPE PROJECTS.—Section
4022 of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
ed—

(4) in subsection (a)—

(i) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘the Direc-
tor of the Defense Innovation Unit,”” after “‘De-
fense Advanced Research Projects Agency,’’;

(i) in paragraph (2)(A), by inserting ‘, the
Defense Innovation Unit,”’ after ‘‘Defense Ad-
vanced Research Projects Agency’’; and

(ii1) in paragraph (3), by inserting *‘, Defense
Innovation Unit,”” after ‘“‘Defense Advanced Re-
search Projects Agency’’; and

(B) in subsection (e)(1)—

(i) by redesignating subparagraphs (C)
through (E) as subparagraphs (D) through (F),
respectively; and

(ii) by inserting after subparagraph (B) the
following new subparagraph:

‘““(C) the Director of the Defense Innovation
Unit;”’.

(3) MODIFICATION OF OTHER TRANSACTION AU-
THORITY.—Section 4021 of title 10, United States
Code, is amended—

(A) in subsection (b), by inserting ‘‘, the De-
fense Imnnovation Unit,” after ‘‘Defense Ad-
vanced Research Projects Agency’’; and

(B) in subsection (f), by striking “‘and the De-
fense Advanced Research Projects Agency’ and
inserting ‘‘, the Defense Innovation Unit, and
the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agen-
cy’.

(4) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 1766
of title 10, United States Code, is amended—

(A) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘as deter-
mined by the Under Secretary of Defense for Re-
search and Engineering’’ and inserting ‘‘as de-
termined by the Secretary of Defense’’; and

(B) in subsection (c)(3), by striking ‘“‘as di-
rected by the Under Secretary of Defense for Re-
search and Engineering’ and inserting ‘“‘as di-
rected by the Secretary of Defense’’.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF NONTRADITIONAL INNO-
VATION FIELDING ENTERPRISE.—Subchapter I of
chapter 303 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by inserting after section 4062 the fol-
lowing new section:

“§4063. Nontraditional
enterprise

‘““(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall designate within the Department of
Defense a group of organizations to be known,
collectively, as the ‘nontraditional innovation
fielding enterprise’ (referred to in this section as
the ‘NIFE’). The purpose of the NIFE is to
streamline coordination and minimize duplica-
tion of efforts among elements of the Depart-
ment of Defense on matters relating to the devel-
opment, procurement, and fielding of nontradi-
tional capabilities.

““(b) COMPOSITION.—The NIFE shall consist
of—

innovation fielding
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‘(1) the Defense Innovation Unit; and

““(2) each organization designated as a serv-
ice-level NIFE lead under subsection (c).

““(c) DESIGNATION OF SERVICE-LEVEL NIFE
LEADS.—

‘(1) Not later than 120 days after the effective
date of this section, each Secretary of a military
department, in consultation with the Director of
the Defense Innovation Unit, shall designate a
single organization within each armed force
under the jurisdiction of such Secretary to serve
as the lead organization within that armed force
on matters within the responsibility of the
NIFE. Each organization so designated shall be
known as a ‘service-level NIFE lead’.

“(2) An organization designated under para-
graph (1) shall be an organization of an armed
force that—

““(A) exists as of the effective date of this sec-
tion; and

‘““(B) has a demonstrated ability to engage at
scale with montraditional defense contractors,
as determined by the Secretary concerned.

‘“(d) LEADERSHIP.—

‘(1) HEAD OF NIFE.—Subject to the authority,
direction, and control of the Secretary of De-
fense, the Director of the Defense Innovation
Unit shall serve as the head of the NIFE and, in
such capacity, shall be responsible for the over-
all oversight and coordination of the NIFE.

““(2) SERVICE-LEVEL LEADS.—Each head of an
organization of an armed force designated as a
service-level NIFE lead under subsection (c)
shall serve as the head of the NIFE within that
armed force and, in such capacity, shall be re-
sponsible for the oversight and coordination of
the activities of the NIFE within that armed
force.

‘““(e) DUTIES.—The Director of the Defense In-
novation Unit shall carry out the following ac-
tivities in support of the NIFE:

‘(1) Coordinate with the Joint Staff and the
commanders of the combatant commands to
identify operational challenges that have the
potential to be addressed through the use of
nontraditional capabilities, including dual-use
technologies, that are being developed and fi-
nanced in the commercial sector.

“(2) Using funds made available to the De-
fense Innovation Unit for the activities of the
NIFE—

‘““(A) select projects to be carried out by one or
more of the service-level NIFE leads;

““(B) allocate funds to service-level NIFE leads
to carry out such projects; and

““(C) monitor the execution of such projects by
the service-level NIFE leads.

“(3) On a semiannual basis, submit to the Sec-
retary of Defense and the congressional defense
committees a report on the progress of the
projects described in paragraph (2). Each such
report shall identify any gaps in resources or
authorities that have the potential to disrupt
the progress of such projects.

‘“(4) Serve as Chair of the NIFE Resource Ad-
visory Board under subsection (f).

““(5) Serve as the principal liaison between the
Department of Defense, nontraditional defense
contractors, investors in nontraditional defense
companies, and departments and agencies of the
Federal Government pursing nontraditional ca-
pabilities similar to those pursued by the De-
partment.

‘“(6) Lead engagement with industry, aca-
demia, and other non-government entities to de-
velop—

““(A) domestic capacity with respect to innova-
tive, commercial, and dual-use technologies and
the use of nontraditional defense contractors;
and

‘““(B) the capacity of international allies and
partners of the United States with respect to
such technologies and the use of such contrac-
tors.

‘““(f) NIFE RESOURCE ADVISORY BOARD.—

‘““(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established in
the Department of Defense an advisory board to
be known as the ‘NIFE Resource Advisory
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Board’ (referred to in this subsection as the
‘Board’).

““(2) MEMBERS.—The Board shall be composed
of the following members—

““(A) The Director of the Defense Innovation
Unit.

“(B) The head of each service-level NIFE
lead.

“(C) The Director of the Joint Staff.

‘(D) The Chief Digital and Artificial Intel-
ligence Officer of the Department of Defense.

‘““(E) The Director of the Office of Strategic
Capital of the Department of Defense.

““(3) CHAIR.—The Director of the Defense In-
novation Unit shall serve as Chair of the Board.

““(4) MEETINGS.—The Board shall meet annu-
ally and may meet more frequently at the call of
the Chair.

““(5) RESPONSIBILITIES.—On an annual basis
the Board shall—

“(A) identify mot fewer than 10 objectives of
the Department of Defense that have the poten-
tial to be supported using nontraditional capa-
bilities that are capable of being fielded at scale
within a period of three years; and

““(B) for each objective identified under sub-
paragraph (A)—

‘(i) develop a specific set of requirements and
a budget for the development and fielding of
nontraditional capabilities to support such ob-
jective; and

“‘(ii) based on such budget and requirements,
solicit proposals from public and private sector
entities for providing such capabilities.

““(6) NONAPPLICABILITY OF CERTAIN REQUIRE-
MENTS.—Section 1013(a)(2) of title § (relating to
the termination of advisory committees) shall
not apply to the Board.

““(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

“(1) The term ‘nontraditional capability’
means a solution to an operational challenge
that can significantly leverage commercial inno-
vation or external capital with minimal depend-
encies on fielded systems.

“(2) The term ‘nontraditional defense con-
tractor’ has the meaning given that term in sec-
tion 3014 of this title.”’.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE AND IMPLEMENTATION.—

(1) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by subsections (a) and (b) shall take effect 180
days after the date of the enactment of this Act.

(2) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than the ef-
fective date specified in paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary of Defense shall issue or modify any
rules, regulations, policies, or other guidance
necessary to implement the amendments made
by subsections (a) and (b).

(d) MANPOWER SUFFICIENCY EVALUATION.—

(1) EVALUATION.—The Secretary of Defense
shall evaluate the staffing levels of the Defense
Innovation Unit as of the date of the enactment
of this Act to determine if the Unit is suffi-
ciently staffed to achieve the responsibilities of
the Unit under sections 4063 and 4127 of title 10,
United States Code, as added by subsections (a)
and (b) of this section.

(2) REPORT.—Not later than the effective date
specified in subsection (c)(1), the Secretary of
Defense shall submit to the Committees on
Armed Services of the Senate and the House of
Representatives a report on the results of the
evaluation under paragraph (1). The report
shall include a plan—

(4) to address any staffing shortfalls identi-
fied as a part of the assessment; and

(B) for funding any activities necessary to ad-
dress such shortfalls.

SEC. 926. DESIGNATION OF EXPLOSIVE ORD-
NANCE DISPOSAL CORPS AS A BASIC
BRANCH OF THE ARMY.

(a) DESIGNATION AS BASIC BRANCH.—Section
7063(a) of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
ed—

(1) in paragraph (12), by striking ‘“‘and’ at
the end;

(2) by redesignating paragraph (13) as para-
graph (14); and

(3) by inserting after paragraph (12) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:
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‘““(13) Explosive Ordnance Disposal Corps;
and’.

(b) ORGANIZATION AND FUNCTIONS.—Chapter
707 of title 10, United States Code, is amended
by adding at the end the following new section:
“§7085. Explosive Ordnance Disposal Corps:

organization and functions

“(a) CHIEF OF CORPS.—There is a Chief of the
Explosive Ordnance Disposal Corps of the Army.
The Secretary of the Army shall appoint the
Chief from among general officers of the Army
who are Explosive Ordnance Disposal qualified
and are serving in the Logistics Corps as of the
time of the appointment. The Secretary of the
Army shall not assign any officer who has not
served as an officer in the Ezxplosive Ordnance
Disposal Corps as the Chief of the Explosive
Ordnance Disposal Corps.

‘““(b) FUNCTIONS.—The Explosive Ordnance
Disposal Corps shall, at a minimum, perform
functions relating to—

‘““(1) the disposal of explosive ordnance and
munitions management; and

“(2) ensuring the safety of explosives.”’.

(c) CONFORMING REPEAL.—Section 582 of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2018 (Public Law 115-91; 131 Stat. 1415) is
repealed.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments and
repeal made by subsections (a) through (c) shall
take effect 180 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SEC. 927. REPEAL OF AUTHORITY TO APPOINT A
NAVAL RESEARCH ADVISORY COM-
MITTEE.

Section 8024 of title 10, United States Code, is
repealed.

SEC. 928. ELIGIBILITY OF MEMBERS OF SPACE
FORCE FOR INSTRUCTION AT THE
NAVAL POSTGRADUATE SCHOOL.

Section 8545 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1), by striking ‘‘and Coast
Guard’” and inserting ‘‘Space Force, and Coast
Guard’’; and

(2) in subsection (c), by striking ‘“‘and Coast
Guard’” and inserting ‘‘Space Force, and Coast
Guard’.

SEC. 929. MEMBERSHIP OF THE AIR FORCE RE-
SERVE FORCES POLICY COMMITTEE.

Section 10305(b) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘consists of”’ and inserting
“‘shall have voting members, who shall be’’ be-
fore “‘officers’’;

(2) by redesignating paragraphs (1) through
(3) as subparagraphs (A) through (C), respec-
tively;

(3) by inserting ‘(1) before ‘“The committee’’;
and

(4) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(2)(A) The committee shall have four non-
voting members, who shall be the Chief Master
Sergeants of the Air Force, the Air Force Re-
serve, the Air National Guard, and the Space
Force.

‘““(B) A monvoting member who cannot attend
a meeting of the committee may designate a
member in the grade of E-8 or E-9 to attend in
their stead.”.

SEC. 930. FRAMEWORK FOR CLASSIFICATION OF
AUTONOMOUS CAPABILITIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Chief Digital and Artificial Intelligence Officer
of the Department of Defense, in consultation
with the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy,
the Under Secretary of Defense for Research
and Engineering, the commanders of the com-
batant commands, and the Secretaries of the
military departments, shall establish a Depart-
ment-wide classification framework for autono-
mous capabilities.

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the framework
required under subsection (a) shall be to facili-
tate the development of a common under-
standing within the Department of Defense of
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autonomous capabilities and related operational
requirements to better plan for, resource, and
integrate appropriate autonomy-enabling hard-
ware and software into current and future sys-
tems across the Department.

(c) AUTONOMY CLASSIFICATION FRAMEWORK.—
At a minimum, the framework required under
subsection (a) shall—

(1) include multiple levels of increasingly com-
plex autonomous maneuver capability with a
focus on classifying necessary levels of human
supervision or control during operational use;

(2) apply to current and future autonomous
systems operating across land, air, maritime,
and space domains;

(3) include estimates of costs mnecessary to
achieve specific levels of autonomous capability;
and

(4) include—

(A) operational requirements including nec-
essary levels of survivability in GPS- or commu-
nications-denied environments;

(B) specific operational or engagement sce-
narios; and

(C) necessary levels of teaming with other au-
tonomous systems.

(d) PROGRESS REPORT.—Not later than 30
days after the establishment of the framework
under subsection (a), the Chief Digital and Arti-
ficial Intelligence Officer shall submit to the
congressional defense committees a report that
includes a description of the framework and the
specific methodologies, criteria, and operational
requirements used to develop the classifications
under the framework.

(e) REGULAR REASSESSMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not less frequently than
once every two years, the Chief Digital and Ar-
tificial Intelligence Officer shall reassess and
update the classification framework required
under subsection (a) to ensure the framework
incorporates recent developments in technology,
standards, and operational requirements relat-
ing to autonomous capabilities.

(2) BRIEFING.—Not later than 30 days of the
completion of each reassessment under para-
graph (1), the Chief Digital and Artificial Intel-
ligence Officer shall provide to the congressional
defense committees a briefing on the results of
the reassessment and any resulting revisions to
the classification framework under subsection
(@).
(f) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than 90 days
after the establishment of the framework under
subsection (a), the Under Secretary of Defense
for Policy shall issue instructions to the military
departments to implement such framework by
operationalizing the use of the framework in the
planning and budgeting processes of individual
program offices.

(9) PLAN FOR INTEGRATION OF AUTONOMOUS
CAPABILITIES INTO SYSTEMS OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE.—

(1) PLAN REQUIRED.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Chief Digital and Artificial Intelligence Officer
of the Department of Defense shall develop and
implement a plan and procedures to standardize
the planning, resourcing, and integration efforts
with respect to autonomous capabilities for cur-
rent and future systems across the Department.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The plan required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) A Department-wide assessment of the sta-
tus of efforts to resource and integrate auton-
omy software into current and future systems,
including—

(i) the identification of current and future
systems across the Department which can be in-
tegrated with autonomy software to enable con-
tinuous operational capability of such systems
in GPS- or communications-denied environ-
ments, including those systems identified in the
report required by section 246 of the National
Defense Authorication Act for Fiscal Year 2022
(Public Law 117-81; 135 Stat. 1622); and

(i1) an assessment of gaps in—

(I) program funding related to the acquisition
of autonomy software;

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

(II) acquisition processes, including the plan-
ning, programming, budgeting, and execution
process for acquiring and integrating autonomy-
enabling capabilities across relevant programs of
record;

(I11) training capabilities;

(IV) testing, evaluation, verification, and vali-
dation capabilities in all environments, includ-
ing virtual and real world environments; and

(V) efforts to test, resource, and scale commer-
cially available technologies.

(B) A plan to address, to the maximum extent
practicable, the gaps assessed in subparagraph
(4), including—

(i) updated procedures to plan for autonomy
software costs at the onset of the acquisition life
cycle;

(ii) plans to include in greater detail the pro-
jected autonomy software costs for applicable
programs of record within period covered by the
Future Years Defense Program; and

(iii) plans to standardize the acquisition of
autonomy software for programs of record
across the military departments including the
use of the capability classification framework
under subsection (a).

(3) CONSULTATION.—The Chief Digital and Ar-
tificial Intelligence Officer shall develop the
plan under paragraph (1) in consultation with—

(A) the Under Secretary of Defense for Acqui-
sition and Sustainment;

(B) the Joint Chiefs of Staff;

(C) the senior acquisition executive of each
military department;

(D) the commanders of the combatant com-
mands; and

(E) such other organizations and elements of
the Department of Defense as the Chief Digital
and Artificial Intelligence Officer determines
appropriate.

(4) REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after
the completion of the plan under paragraph (1),
the Chief Digital and Artificial Intelligence Of-
ficer shall submit to the congressional defense
committees a report that describes the specific
elements of the plan.

(B) FORM.—The report under subparagraph
(A) shall be submitted in unclassified form but
may contain a classified annezx.

SEC. 931. COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT OF
FORCE DESIGN MODERNIZATION EF-
FORTS OF THE MARINE CORPS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall seek to enter into a con-
tract with a federally funded research and de-
velopment center to conduct an independent re-
view, assessment, and analysis of the mod-
ernization initiatives Marine Corps.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall include the following ele-
ments:

(1) An assessment of changes in the National
Defense Strategy, Defense Planning Guidance,
Joint Warfighting Concept, and other strategic
documents and concepts that informed the force
design modernization requirements of the Ma-

rine Corps.
(2) An assessment of how the Marine Corps
should be structured, organized, trained,

equipped, and postured to meet the challenges
of future competition, crisis, and conflict.

(3) An assessment of the ability of the defense
innovation base and defense industrial base to
develop and produce the technologies required
to implement the force design modernization of
the Marine Corps on a timeline and at produc-
tion rates sufficient to sustain military oper-
ations.

(4) An assessment of forward infrastructure,
and the extent to which installations are
operationaliced to deter, compete, and prevail
during conflict in support of the modernization
of the Marine Corps.

(5) An assessment of the current retention and
recruiting environment and the ability of the
Marine Corps to sustain manpower requirements
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necessary for operational requirements under
title 10, United States Code.

(6) The extent to which the modernization ini-
tiatives within the Marine Corps are nested
within applicable joint warfighting concepts.

(7) An assessment of whether the moderniza-
tion of the Marine Corps is consistent with the
strategy of integrated deterrence.

(8) An assessment of the ability of the Marine
Corps to generate required force elements for the
Immediate Ready Force and the Contingency
Ready Force.

(9) The extent to which the modernized capa-
bilities of the Marine Corps can be integrated
across the Joint Force, including warfighting
concepts at the combatant command level.

(10) The extent to which the modernization ef-
forts of the Marine Corps meet the requirements
of current and future plans of combatant com-
manders and global force management oper-
ations.

(11) The extent to which modeling and simula-
tion, experimentation, wargaming, and other
analytic methods have supported the changes to
the modernization initiatives of the Marine
Corps.

(12) An inventory of existing or planned in-
vestments associated with the modernization ef-
forts of the Marine Corps, disaggregated by the
following capability areas:

(A) Command and Control.

(B) Information.

(C) Intelligence.

(D) Fires.

(E) Movement and Maneuver.

(F) Protection.

(G) Sustainment.

(13) An assessment of how observations re-
garding the invasion and defense of Ukraine af-
fect the feasibility, advisability, and suitability
of the modernization of the Marine Corps.

(c) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 270 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees a report on the results
of the assessment required under subsection (a).

(2) FORM OF REPORT.—The report required
under paragraph (1) shall be submitted in un-
classified form, but may include a classified
annex to the extent required to ensure that the
report is accurate and complete.

(d) EFFECT ON OTHER REQUIREMENTS.—Effec-
tive on the date of the submittal of the report
under subsection (c)(1), the requirement to sub-
mit a briefing pursuant to section 1023 of the
Joint Explanatory Statement accompanying the
James M. Inhofe National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117-
263), shall cease to have force or effect.

SEC. 932. ENHANCING DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
COORDINATION OF GEOECONOMIC
AFFAIRS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense shall conduct a review of
the planning, resourcing, and contributions of
the Department of Defense to interagency ef-
forts with respect to geoeconomic affairs.

(b) DUTIES.—The review required under Sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) A Department-wide assessment of capabili-
ties to—

(A) assess geoeconomic competition between
the United States and strategic competitors;

(B) identify methods to partner with govern-
ments and key commercial entities; and

(C) to support United States national inter-
ests.

(2) An assessment of any gaps in—

(A) existing departmental commercial due dili-
gence and commercial partnership processes and
procedures to enable sustainable cooperation
with govermmental and commercial entities
within the United States and between the
United States and trusted allies and partners for
national defense purposes;

(B) efforts by the combatant commands to de-
velop and to coordinate expertise on how stra-
tegic competitors may use economic and supply
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chain strategies within the areas of responsi-
bility of the combatant commands;

(C) the contributions of the Department to the
coordinated use of existing industrial base and
supply chain tools, acquisition and budget au-
thorities, industrial security oversight, tech-
nology transfer and export controls, cybersecu-
rity standards and oversight, and mergers and
acquisition reviews to enhance innovation and
industrial cooperation and to protect the de-
fense capabilities of the United States and its al-
lies; and

(D) the contributions of the Department to ex-
isting measures to safeguard the intellectual
property and knowledge created from United
States Govermment and private sector research
and development funding while encouraging,
where appropriate, the sharing of such knowl-
edge with trusted allies and partners.

(3) A plan to address, to the maximum extent
practicable, the gaps assessed under paragraph
2).

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall submit to the congressional defense com-
mittees a report containing—

(1) the findings of the review required under
subsection (a);

(2) a list of gaps identified by the assessment
required under subsection (b)(2);

(3) for each identified gap, a description of the
gap and an assessment of any legal authorities,
budgeting and execution processes, or other
issues the Secretary deems necessary to address
the gap;

(4) the plan required under subsection (b)(3);
and

(5) any other information the Secretary con-
siders appropriate.

(d) DEFINITION OF GEOECONOMICS.—In this
section, the term ‘‘geoeconomics’ means the
global interaction between competing national
security and economic priorities comprising the
various activities undertaken between govern-
ments, allies, competitors, producers, and con-
sumers, including—

(1) how economics, technological innovation,
and geography affect the distribution of capa-
bilities in the international system; and

(2) how states use economic and technological
instruments in pursuit of their strategic inter-
ests.

Subtitle C—Space National Guard
SEC. 951. ESTABLISHMENT OF SPACE NATIONAL
GUARD.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There is established a Space
National Guard that is part of the organized mi-
litia of the several States and Territories, Puerto
Rico, and the District of Columbia—

(A) in which the Space Force operates; and

(B) active and inactive.

(2) RESERVE COMPONENT.—There is established
a Space National Guard of the United States
that is the reserve component of the United
States Space Force all of whose members are
members of the Space National Guard.

(b) CoMPOSITION.—The Space National Guard
shall be composed of the Space National Guard
forces of the several States and Territories,
Puerto Rico and the District of Columbia—

(1) in which the Space Force operates; and

(2) active and inactive.

SEC. 952. NO EFFECT ON MILITARY INSTALLA-
TIONS.

Nothing in this subtitle, or the amendments
made by this subtitle, shall be construed to au-
thorize or require the relocation of any facility,
infrastructure, or military installation of the
Space National Guard or Air National Guard.
SEC. 953. IMPLEMENTATION OF SPACE NATIONAL

GUARD.

(a) REQUIREMENT.—Ezxcept as specifically pro-
vided by this subtitle, the Secretary of the Air
Force and Chief of the National Guard Bureau
shall implement this subtitle, and the amend-
ments made by this subtitle, not later than 18
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months after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

(b) BRIEFINGS.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally for the five subsequent years, the Secretary
of the Air Force, Chief of the Space Force and
Chief of the National Guard Bureau shall joint-
ly provide to the congressional defense commit-
tees a briefing on the status of the implementa-
tion of the Space National Guard pursuant to
this subtitle and the amendments made by this
subtitle. This briefing shall address the current
missions, operations and activities, personnel re-
quirements and status, and budget and funding
requirements and status of the Space National
Guard, and such other matters with respect to
the implementation and operation of the Space
National Guard as the Secretary and the Chiefs
jointly determine appropriate to keep Congress
fully and currently informed on the status of
the implementation of the Space National
Guard.

SEC. 954. CONFORMING AMENDMENTS AND CLAR-
IFICATION OF AUTHORITIES.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—

(1) TITLE 10, UNITED STATES CODE.—Title 10,
United States Code, is amended—

(4) in section 101(c)—

(i) by redesignating paragraphs (6) and (7) as
paragraphs (8) and (9), respectively; and

(ii) by inserting after paragraph (5) the fol-
lowing new paragraphs:

“(6) The term ‘Space National Guard’ means
that part of the organized militia of the several
States and territories, Puerto Rico, and the Dis-
trict Of Columbia, active and inactive, that—

“(A) is a space force;

“(B) is trained, and has its officers appointed
under the sixteenth clause of section 8, article I
of the Constitution;

“(C) is organized, armed, and equipped whol-
ly or partly at Federal expense; and

‘(D) is federally recognized.

“(7) The term ‘Space National Guard of the
United States’ means the reserve component of
the Space Force all of whose members are mem-
bers of the Space National Guard.”’; and

(B) in section 10101—

(i) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by
inserting ‘‘the following’’ before the colon; and

(ii) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(8) The Space National Guard of the United
States.”.

(2) TITLE 32, UNITED STATES CODE.—Section 101
of title 32, United States Code is amended—

(4) by redesignating paragraphs (8) through
(19) as paragraphs (10) and (21), respectively;
and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (7) the fol-
lowing new paragraphs:

“(8) The term ‘Space National Guard’ means
that part of the organized militia of the several
States and territories, Puerto Rico, and the Dis-
trict Of Columbia, in which the Space Force op-
erates, active and inactive, that—

““(A) is a space force;

“(B) is trained, and has its officers appointed
under the sixteenth clause of section 8, article I
of the Constitution;

“(C) is organized, armed, and equipped whol-
ly or partly at Federal expense; and

“(D) is federally recognized.

“(9) The term ‘Space National Guard of the
United States’ means the reserve component of
the Space Force all of whose members are mem-
bers of the Space National Guard.” .

(b) RESERVE COMPONENTS.—Chapter 1003 of
title 10, United States Code, is amended—

(1) by adding at the end the following new
sections:

“§10115. Space National Guard of the United

States: composition

“The Space National Guard of the United
States is the reserve component of the Space
Force that consists of—

‘(1) federally recognized units and organiza-
tions of the Space National Guard; and
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“(2) members of the Space National Guard
who are also Reserves of the Space Force.
“§10116. Space National Guard: when a com-

ponent of the Space Force

“The Space National Guard while in the serv-
ice of the United States is a component of the
Space Force.

“§10117. Space National Guard of the United
States: status when not in Federal service
“When not on active duty, members of the

Space National Guard of the United States shall

be administered, armed, equipped, and trained

in their status as members of the Space National

Guard.”; and
(2) in the table of sections at the beginning of

such chapter, by adding at the end the fol-

lowing new items:

““10115. Space National Guard of the United

States: composition.

“10116. Space National Guard: when a compo-
nent of the Space Force.

Space National Guard of the United
States: status when not in Federal
service.”’.

TITLE X—GENERAL PROVISIONS
Subtitle A—Financial Matters

SEC. 1001. GENERAL TRANSFER AUTHORITY.

(a) AUTHORITY TO TRANSFER AUTHORIZA-
TIONS.—

(1) AUTHORITY.—Upon determination by the
Secretary of Defense that such action is nec-
essary in the national interest, the Secretary
may transfer amounts of authorizations made
available to the Department of Defense in this
division for fiscal year 2024 between any such
authorications for that fiscal year (or any sub-
divisions thereof). Amounts of authorizations so
transferred shall be merged with and be avail-
able for the same purposes as the authorization
to which transferred.

(2) LIMITATION.—Except as provided in para-
graph (3), the total amount of authorizations
that the Secretary may transfer under the au-
thority of this section may mnot exceed
$6,000,000,000.

(3) EXCEPTION FOR TRANSFERS BETWEEN MILI-
TARY PERSONNEL AUTHORIZATIONS.—A transfer
of funds between military personnel authoriza-
tions under title IV shall not be counted toward
the dollar limitation in paragraph (2).

(b) LIMITATIONS.—The authority provided by
subsection (a) to transfer authorizations—

(1) may only be used to provide authority for
items that have a higher priority than the items
from which authority is transferred; and

(2) may not be used to provide authority for
an item that has been denied authorization by
Congress.

(c) EFFECT ON AUTHORIZATION AMOUNTS.—A
transfer made from one account to another
under the authority of this section shall be
deemed to increase the amount authorized for
the account to which the amount is transferred
by an amount equal to the amount transferred.

(d) NOTICE TO CONGRESS.—The Secretary shall
promptly notify Congress of each transfer made
under subsection (a).

SEC. 1002. REQUIREMENT FOR A COVERED
ARMED FORCE TO SUBMIT POSTURE
STATEMENTS IN SUPPORT OF CON-
GRESSIONAL BUDGET PROCESS.

(a) FINDING.—Congress finds that since the
mid-20th century, as a matter of custom, the
Secretary of Defense and the chiefs of the
Armed Forces have provided written annual
posture statements outlining budget priorities to
Congress as a part of the annual budget process.

(b) REQUIREMENT.—Prior to the annual budg-
et hearings of the congressional defense commit-
tees for fiscal year 2025, and each subsequent
fiscal year, the Secretary of Defense, the Sec-
retary of each Military Department, and the
chief of each covered Armed Force shall submit
to the congressional defense committees a writ-
ten posture statement in support of budget pri-
orities. Each such posture statement shall in-
clude each of the following:

“10117.
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(1) An identification of the budget priorities of
the department or Armed Force.

(2) An identification of strategic requirements
to support the role of the Department or Armed
Force in the mnational defense of the United
States.

(3) An explanation of how resources are being
applied to the national defense roles and re-
sponsibilities of the Department or Armed Force.

(4) Programmatic matters related to the roles
and responsibilities of the Department or Armed
Force.

(c) COVERED ARMED FORCE.—The term cov-
ered Armed Force means the following:

(1) The Army.

(2) The Navy.

(3) The Marine Corps.

(4) The Air Force.

(5) The Space Force.

Subtitle B—Counterdrug Activities

SEC. 1006. DRUG INTERDICTION AND COUNTER-
DRUG ACTIVITIES.

Section 112(a)(3) of title 32, United States
Code, is amended by striking $5,000” and in-
serting “‘$15,000”’.

SEC. 1007 THREAT ANALYSIS REGARDING
FENTANYL CRISIS.

(a) THREAT ANALYSIS.—The Secretary of De-
fense, in consultation with the Director of the
Defense Threat Reduction Agency and Office of
the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Counternarcotics and Stabilization Policy, shall
conduct a threat analysis of any potential
threats the illicit fentanyl drug trade poses to
the defense interests of the United States. The
threat analysis shall contain the following:

(1) An analysis of the illicit fentanyl drug
trade, including the manufacture, distribution,
and sale or trade, and trans-shipment of
fentanyl and fentanyl-related substances.

(2) An analysis of new or emerging techniques
or technologies that are likely to affect the evo-
lution of the illicit fentanyl drug trade.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than March 31, 2024,
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees a report that in-
cludes each of the following:

(1) The threat analysis required under sub-
section (a), including any recommendations of
the Secretary for any related actions.

(2) Any actions the Department of Defense
has taken in response to such threat analysis.

(3) Any other matter the Secretary determines
appropriate.

SEC. 1008. REPORT ON ROLE OF DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE IN SUPPORTING NATIONAL
EMERGENCY DECLARATION COM-
BATING FENTANYL CRISIS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the declaration of a national emergency by
the President to address the unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security, for-
eign policy, and economy of the United States
posed by international drug trafficking is an ap-
propriate whole-of-Government response to the
problems posed by drug trafficking and, in par-
ticular, fentanyl;

(2) the counternarcotics activities of the De-
partment of Defense encompass unique capabili-
ties that are critical for the efforts of the United
States Government to combat the trafficking of
illegal drugs, including fentanyl; and

(3) Department of Defense support for drug
interdiction capacity and capability should be
leveraged by Federal, State, local, and tribal
law enforcement agencies, as appropriate and as
permitted by law, to gain intelligence and les-
sons learned, and to enhance collaboration and
effectiveness.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of Defense shall submit to the congressional de-
fense committees a report that includes the fol-
lowing:

(1) A description of Department of Defense ac-
tivities in support of efforts to deal with the na-
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tional emergency declared in Executive Order
14059 on December 15, 2021.

(2) An assessment of the resources and au-
thorities required to fully leverage the capabili-
ties of the Department of Defense to best sup-
port efforts to address the threat posed by illicit
drugs, including fentanyl and other synthetic
opioids, that necessitated the declaration of the
national emergency in Executive Order 14059.

Subtitle C—Naval Vessels and Shipyards
SEC. 1011. MODIFICATIONS TO ANNUAL NAVAL

VESSEL CONSTRUCTION PLAN.

Section 231 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(4) in paragraph (2), by inserting before the
period at the end the following: *‘, together with
the views of the Chief of Naval Operations and
Commandant of the Marine Corps on the budg-
et”’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(3) The unaltered assessment of the Chief of
Naval Operations and the Commandant of the
Mavrine Corps of the plan required under para-
graph (1).”’; and

(2) in subsection (b), by adding at the end the
following new paragraphs:

“(3) In developing annual naval vessel con-
struction plans for purposes of subsection (a)(1),
the Secretary of the Navy shall take into consid-
eration the most recent biennial report on Ship-
builder training and the defense industrial base
required by section 8693of this title.

“(4) If the Secretary of the Navy includes
more than one annual naval vessel construction
plan for any fiscal year for purposes of sub-
section (a)(1), to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the Secretary shall ensure that the first
10 years of each such plan are consistent.’ .

SEC. 1012. CRITICAL COMPONENTS OF NATIONAL
SEA-BASED DETERRENCE VESSELS.

Section 2218a(k)(3) of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subparagraphs:

“(P) Magjor bulkheads and tanks.

“(Q) All major pumps and motors.

“(R) Large vertical array.

“(S) Atmosphere control equipment.

“(T) Diesel systems and components.

“(U) Hydraulic valves and components.

“(V) Bearings.

“(W) Major air and blow valves and compo-
nents.

“(X) Decks and superstructure.

“(Y) Castings, forgings, and tank structure.

““(Z) Hatches and hull penetrators.”.

SEC. 1013. GRANTS FOR IMPROVEMENT OF NAVY
SHIP REPAIR OR ALTERATIONS CA-
PABILITY.

Chapter 131 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by inserting after section 2218a the fol-
lowing new section:

“§2219. Grants for improvement of Navy ship
repair or alterations capability

“(a) ASSISTANCE AUTHORIZED.—(1) Subject to
the availability of appropriations, the Secretary
of the Navy may make grants to an eligible enti-
ty for the purpose of carrying out—

“(A) a capital improvement project; or

“(B) a maritime training program designed to
foster technical skills and operational produc-
tivity.

“(2) The amount of a grant under this section
may not exceed 75 percent of the total cost of
the project or program funded by the grant.

“(3) A grant provided under this section may
not be used to construct buildings or other phys-
ical facilities, except for piers, dry docks, and
structures in support of piers and dry docks, or
to acquire land.

““(4) The Secretary may not award a grant to
an eligible entity under this section unless the
Secretary determines that—

“(A) the entity has access to sufficient non-
Federal funding to meet the requirement under
paragraph (2);
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‘““(B) the entity has authority to carry out the
proposed project; and

“(C) the project or program would improve—

‘(i) efficiency, competitive operations, capa-
bility, or quality of United States Navy ship re-
pair or alterations; or

‘“‘(ii) employee, or potential employee, skills
and enhanced productivity related to United
States Navy ship repair or alterations.

‘““(b) ELIGIBILITY.—To be eligible for a grant
under this section, an entity shall—

‘“(1) be a shipyard or other entity that pro-
vides ship repair or alteration for non-nuclear
ships;

“(2) submit an application, at such time, in
such form, and containing such information
and assurances as the Secretary may require,
including a comprehensive description of—

‘““(A) the need for the project or program pro-
posed to be funded under the grant;

‘““(B) the methodology to be used to implement
the project or program; and

‘“(C) any existing programs or arrangements
that could be used to supplement or leverage a
grant provided under this section; and

‘“(3) enter into an agreement with the Sec-
retary under which the entity agrees—

““(A) to complete the project or program fund-
ed by the grant within a certain timeframe and
without unreasonable delay and the Secretary
determines such project or program is likely to
be completed within the timeframe provided in
such agreement;

‘““(B) to return to the Secretary any amount of
the grant that is—

“(i) not used by the grant recipient for the
purpose for which the grant was awarded; or

““(it) mot obligated or expended within the
timeframe provided in the agreement;

“(C) to maintain such records as the Secretary
may require and make such records available for
review and audit by the Secretary; and

‘(D) not to purchase any product or material
for the project or program using grant funds, in-
cluding any commercially available off-the-shelf
item, unless such product or material is—

‘(i) an unmanufactured article, material, or
supply that has been mined or produced in the
United States; or

‘“‘(ii) a manufactured article, material, or sup-
ply that has been manufactured in the United
States substantially all from articles, materials,
or supplies mined, produced, or manufactured in
the United States.

‘““(c) GUIDELINES.—The Secretary shall issue
guidelines to establish appropriate accounting,
reporting, and review procedures to ensure
that—

‘(1) amounts awarded as grants under this
section are used for the purposes for which such
amounts were made available; and

“(2) an entity that receives a grant under this
section complies with the terms of the agreement
such entity enters into with the Secretary pur-
suant to subsection (b)(3).

‘“‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘““(1) The term ‘commercially available off-the-
shelf item’—

“(A) means any item of supply (including con-
struction material) that is—

‘“(i) a commercial item, as defined by section
2.101 of title 48, Code of Federal Regulations (as
in effect on the date of the enactment of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2024); and

““(ii) sold in substantial quantities in the com-
mercial marketplace; and

‘““(B) does not include bulk cargo, as defined
in section 40102(4) of title 46, such as agricul-
tural products and petroleum products.

“(2) The term ‘product or material’, with re-
spect to a project or program—

‘“(A) means an article, material, or supply
brought to the site where the project or program
is being carried out for incorporation into the
project or program; and

‘““(B) includes an item brought to the site
preassembled from articles, materials, or Sup-
plies.
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““(3) The term ‘United States’ includes the Dis-
trict of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam,
American Samoa, and the Virgin Islands.”.

SEC. 1014. REPEAL OF OBSOLETE PROVISION OF
LAW REGARDING VESSEL NOMEN.-
CLATURE.

Section 8662 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by striking subsection (b); and

(2) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-
section (b).

SEC. 1015. RESPONSIBILITY OF COMMANDANT OF
THE MARINE CORPS WITH RESPECT
TO NAVAL FORCE BATTLESHIP AS-
SESSMENT AND REQUIREMENT RE-
PORTING.

Section 8695(e) of title 10, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in the subsection heading, by striking
“AMPHIBIOUS WARFARE SHIPS’ and inserting
“RESPONSIBILITIES OF COMMANDANT OF MARINE
CORPS’’; and

(2) by inserting before the period at the end
the following: ‘“‘and for naval vessels with the
primary mission of transporting Marines’’.

SEC. 1016. POLICY OF THE UNITED STATES ON
SHIPBUILDING DEFENSE INDUS-
TRIAL BASE.

Section 1025(a) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018 (Public Law
115-91; 10 U.S.C. 7291 note) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘United States’ and all that

follows and inserting ‘‘United States—’’; and
(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

‘(1) to have available, as soon as practicable,
not fewer than 355 battle force ships, comprised
of the optimal mix of platforms, with funding
subject to the availability of appropriations or
other funds; and

““(2) that the United States shipbuilding de-
fense industrial base is fundamental to achiev-
ing the shipbuilding requirements of the Navy
and constitutes a unique national security im-
perative that requires sustainment and support
by the Navy and Congress.”’.

SEC. 1017. AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS FOR RETIRE-
MENT OR INACTIVATION OF LAND-
ING DOCK SHIPS AND GUIDED MIS-
SILE CRUISERS.

(a) LANDING DOCK SHIPS.—None of the funds
authoriced to be appropriated by this Act or
otherwise made available for fiscal year 2024 for
the Department of Defense may be obligated or
expended to retire, prepare to retire, inactivate,
or place in storage any of the following ships:

(1) USS Germantown (LSD-42).

(2) USS Gunston Hall (LSD-44).

(3) USS Tortuga (LSD-46).

(b) GUIDED MISSILE CRUISERS.—None of the
funds authoriced to be appropriated by this Act
or otherwise made available for fiscal year 2024
for the Department of Defense may be obligated
or expended to retire, prepare to retire, inac-
tivate, or place in storage—

(1) the USS Shiloh (CG-67);

(2) the USS Cowpens (CG-63); or

(3) more than three other guided missile cruis-
ers.

SEC. 1018. EXPEDITIONARY FAST TRANSPORT
VESSELS.

(a) PROHIBITION ON REDUCED OPERATING STA-
TUS.—None of the funds authorized to be appro-
priated by this Act or otherwise made available
for the Department of Defense for fiscal year
2024 may be used to place an expeditionary fast
transport vessel into a reduced operating status.

(b) STRATEGY FOR USE.—

(1) STRATEGY AND CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS.—
Not later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Chief of Naval Oper-
ations, in consultation with the Commander of
United States Military Sealift Command, shall
develop and implement a strategy and concept
of operations for the use of expeditionary fast
transport vessels in support of operational plans
in the area of operations of United States Indo-
Pacific Command.
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(2) REPORT.—Not later than 30 days after the
development of the strategy and concept of oper-
ations required under paragraph (1), the Chief
of Naval Operations shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees a report describing
such strategy and concept of operations.

SEC. 1019. GUAM SHIPYARD ASSESSMENT .

(a) ASSESSMENT REQUIRED.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of the Navy shall submit to
the congressional defense committees an assess-
ment of the ship building and repair capabilities
located on Guam, as of the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, and the feasibility of reestab-
lishing the former Ship Repair Facility, Guam.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The assessment required
under subsection (a) shall include each of the
following:

(1) A description of the capabilities to conduct
shipbuilding and ship repair activities in Guam,
as of the date of the enactment of this Act.

(2) A description of any planned improve-
ments to shipbuilding and ship repair infra-
structure in Guam.

(3) An evaluation of the feasibility of re-estab-
lishing a depot-level ship repair capability with
dry-docking in Guam at the site of the former
Ship Repair Facility, Guam, including an iden-
tification of options for operating the ship re-
pair capability through a public-private part-
nership.

SEC. 1020. AUTHORITY TO USE INCREMENTAL
FUNDING TO ENTER INTO A CON-
TRACT FOR THE ADVANCE PROCURE-
MENT AND CONSTRUCTION OF A SAN
ANTONIO-CLASS AMPHIBIOUS SHIP.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Amounts authorized to be
appropriated by this Act or otherwise made
available for the Navy for Shipbuilding and
Conversion for any of fiscal years 2023 through
2025 may be used by the Secretary of the Navy
to enter into an incrementally funded contract
for the advance procurement and construction
of a San Antonio-class amphibious ship.

(b) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—A contract en-
tered into under subsection (a) shall provide
that any obligation of the United States to make
a payment under the contract is subject to the
availability of appropriations for that purpose,
and that total liability to the Government for
the termination of the contract shall be limited
to the total amount of funding obligated at time
of termination.

SEC. 1021. AUTHORITY TO USE INCREMENTAL
FUNDING TO ENTER INTO A CON-
TRACT FOR THE ADVANCE PROCURE-
MENT AND CONSTRUCTION OF A
SUBMARINE TENDER.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Amounts authoriced to be
appropriated by this Act or otherwise made
available for the Navy for Shipbuilding and
Conversion for fiscal year 2024 may be used by
the Secretary of the Navy to enter into an incre-
mentally funded contract for the advance pro-
curement and construction of a submarine ten-
der.

(b) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—A contract en-
tered into under subsection (a) shall provide
that any obligation of the United States to make
a payment under the contract is subject to the
availability of appropriations for that purpose,
and that total liability to the Government for
the termination of the contract shall be limited
to the total amount of funding obligated at time
of termination.

SEC. 1022. PLAN FOR EXTENDED PROHIBITION
ON RETIREMENT OF SHIPS.

In the case of any ship or class of ship for
which a provision of this Act limits the avail-
ability of funds authorized to be appropriated
for the purposes retiring, preparing to retire, in-
activating, or placing in storage any such ship,
the Secretary of Defense shall include, with the
Department of Defense materials submitted to
Congress with the budget of the President for
fiscal year 2025, a plan to resource and retain
such ship or class of ships until—

(1) the end of fiscal year 2027; or
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(2) the end of the expected service life of the
Ships.

SEC. 1023. CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION RE-
GARDING PENDING RETIREMENT OF
NAVAL VESSELS VIABLE FOR ARTIFI-
CIAL REEFING.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the Secretary of the Navy should
explore and solicit artificial reefing opportuni-
ties with appropriate entities for any naval ves-
sel planned for retirement before initiating any
plans to dispose of the vessel.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days before
the retirement from the Naval Vessel Register of
any naval vessel that is a viable candidate for
artificial reefing, the Secretary of the Navy
shall submit to the Committees on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate and House of Representatives
notice of the pending retirement of such vessel.
SEC. 1024. QUARTERLY BRIEFINGS ON SUB-

MARINE READINESS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and once
every 90 days thereafter until September 30,
2026, the Secretary of the Navy shall provide to
the congressional defense committees quarterly
briefings on SSN (attack) submarine class main-
tenance and readiness.

(b) INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED.—Each
briefing under paragraph (1) shall include the
following:

(1) The original estimated amount of time ex-
pected for SSN (attack) submarine depot-level
maintenance activities to be completed, any ad-
justments to the schedule, the reasons why any
changes were necessary, and the new expected
timeframe for completion and any additional
costs involved, which shall—

(4) by broken out by shipyard or private enti-
ty (by site), by name, and by type of submarine;
and

(B) include any mew efforts the Navy has
taken to address the delays it continues to face.

(2) Metrics for improvement and capacity of
public and private shipyards that affect depot-
level maintenance activities for SSN (attack)
submarines, including—

(A) trends in the amount of maintenance work
performed compared to shipyard capacity;

(B) an assessment of the adequacy of the
workforce;

(C) projections with respect to the availability
of parts; and

(D) magjor infrastructure requirements at each
shipyard for the subsequent 30 years to sustain
the authorized fleetwide SSN (attack) submarine
readiness level.

(3) Recommendations for legislative changes
required with respect to policy or resources to
ensure efficient and effective maintenance and
operational readiness for the SSN (attack) class
of submarine.

Subtitle D—Counterterrorism

SEC. 1031. EXTENSION OF PROHIBITION ON USE
OF FUNDS FOR TRANSFER OR RE-
LEASE OF INDIVIDUALS DETAINED
AT UNITED STATES NAVAL STATION,
GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA, TO THE
UNITED STATES.

Section 1033 of the John S. McCain National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019
(Public Law 115-232; 132 Stat. 1953) is amended
by striking ‘“‘December 31, 2023’ and inserting
“December 31, 2024".

SEC. 1032. EXTENSION OF PROHIBITION ON USE
OF FUNDS TO CONSTRUCT OR MOD-
IFY FACILITIES IN THE UNITED
STATES TO HOUSE DETAINEES
TRANSFERRED FROM UNITED
STATES NAVAL STATION, GUANTA-
NAMO BAY, CUBA.

Section 1034(a) of the John S. McCain Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2019 (Public Law 115-232; 132 Stat. 1954) is
amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 2023 and
inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024°°.
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SEC. 1033. EXTENSION OF PROHIBITION ON USE
OF FUNDS FOR TRANSFER OR RE-
LEASE OF INDIVIDUALS DETAINED
AT UNITED STATES NAVAL STATION,
GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA, TO CER-
TAIN COUNTRIES.

Section 1035 of the John S. McCain National
Defense Authorication Act for Fiscal Year 2019
(Public Law 115-232; 132 Stat. 1954) is amended
by striking ‘‘December 31, 2023 and inserting
“December 31, 2024 .

SEC. 1034. EXTENSION OF PROHIBITION ON USE
OF FUNDS TO CLOSE OR RELIN-
QUISH CONTROL OF UNITED STATES
NAVAL STATION, GUANTANAMO BAY,
CUBA.

Section 1036 of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2018 (Public Law
115-91; 131 Stat. 1551) is amended by striking
“fiscal years 2018 through 2023’ and inserting
““fiscal years 2018 through 2024°’.

Subtitle E—Miscellaneous Authorities and

Limitations
SEC. 1041. MODIFICATION TO DEFINITIONS OF
CONFUCIUS INSTITUTE.

(a) LIMITATION ON PROVISION OF FUNDS TO IN-
STITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—Paragraph
(1) of section 1062(d) of the William M. (Mac)
Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law 116-283; 10
U.S.C. 2241) is amended to read as follows:

““(1) CONFUCIUS INSTITUTE.—The term ‘Confu-
cius Institute’ means—

“(A) any program that receives funding from
or has any operational ties to—

‘““(i) the Chinese International
Foundation; or

‘‘(ii) the Center for Language Exchange Co-
operation of the Ministry of Education of the
People’s Republic of China; or

‘““(B) any cultural institute directly or indi-
rectly funded by the Government of the People’s
Republic of China.”’.

(b) PROHIBITION OF FUNDS FOR CHINESE LAN-
GUAGE INSTRUCTION.—Paragraph (2) of section
1091(d) of the of the John S. McCain National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019
(Public Law 115-232; 132 Stat. 1998) is amended
to read as follows:

““(2) CONFUCIUS INSTITUTE.—The term ‘Confu-
cius Institute’ means—

“(A) any program that receives funding from
or has any operational ties to—

“(i) the Chinese International Education
Foundation; or

“(it) the Center for Language Exchange Co-
operation of the Ministry of Education of the
People’s Republic of China; or

“(B) any cultural institute dirvectly or indi-
rectly funded by the Government of the People’s
Republic of China.”.

SEC. 1042. LIMITATION ON PROVISION OF FUNDS
TO INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDU-
CATION HOSTING CONFUCIUS INSTI-
TUTES.

Section 1062(b) of the William M. (Mac)
Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law 116-283; 10
U.S.C. 2241 note) is further amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by striking ‘‘ if the Secretary, after con-
sultation with the National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, determines
such a waiver is appropriate.’”’ and inserting ‘‘if
the institution of higher education provides to
the Secretary—"’"; and

(B) and by adding at the end the following
new subparagraphs:

“(4) a commitment that it will not host the
Confucius Institute at any time after September
30, 2026;

‘“‘(B) a plan to close the Confucius Institute
before such date; and

‘“(C) a justification for why the institution is
unable to close the Confucius Institute imme-
diately.”’;

(2) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3);
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(3) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (2):

“(2) The Secretary shall issue a waiver under
paragraph (1) on a case-by-case basis and may
only issue such a waiver for a single year. An
institution of higher education that receives a
one-year waiver and seeks an additional waiver
shall submit to the Secretary an application
that includes—

“(A) the reason why an additional waiver is
necessary; and

“(B) a description of the steps the institution
has taken during the preceding year to ensure
the Confucius Institute hosted by the institution
is closed by not later than September 30, 2026.°’;
and

(4) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘““(4) The authority to issue a waiver under
paragraph (1) shall terminate on October 1,
2026, and any waiver issued under such para-
graph shall not apply on or after such date.”.
SEC. 1043. MODIFICATION OF VETTING PROCE-

DURES AND MONITORING REQUIRE-
MENTS FOR CERTAIN MILITARY
TRAINING.

Section 1090 of the William M. (Mac) Thorn-
berry National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law 116-283; 10 U.S.C.
113 note) is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (e) as sub-
section (f); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (d) the fol-
lowing new subsection:

“(e) TREATMENT OF NATO MEMBER NA-
TIONS.—

““(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraphs (2)
and (3), the Secretary of Defense may exempt
the nationals of a member nation of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization from the require-
ments applicable to covered individuals under
this section.

““(2) PROCESS REQUIRED.—The Secretary of
Defense shall establish a process for granting
exemptions under this section. Such process
shall—

“(A) include—

‘(i) an identification of existing vetting proce-
dures and security measures that are function-
ally equivalent to Department of Defense stand-
ards for eligibility for physical access to Depart-
ment installations and facilities in the United
States; or

“(ii) the establishment of alternative proce-
dures and measures applicable to such member
nations that are functionally equivalent to such
Department of Defense standards; and

“(B) include such other measures as the Sec-
retary determines appropriate.

““(3) NOTIFICATION TO CONGRESS.—Not later
than 30 days before granting an exemption
under paragraph (1), the Secretary of Defense
shall submit to the Committees on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives notification of the Secretary’s intent to
grant such an exemption.’.

SEC. 1044. LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS UNTIL DELIVERY OF REPORT
ON NEXT GENERATION TACTICAL
COMMUNICATIONS.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commander of United States Special Oper-
ations Command shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees a report on reported
issues with the AN/PRC-163 radio that includes
the following:

(1) A history of all issues with the AN/PRC-
163 radio reported 30 days before the date of
submission of such report, and the steps taken
by the Commander and the manufacturer of
such radio to remedy such reported issues.

(2) A summary and description of all such re-
ported issues that have not been remedied as of
the date of submission of such report that have
been identified through consultation with users
in the field at the tactical level and recently re-
deployed operators of such radio throughout the
Command.

July 12, 2023

(3) A plan, developed in consultation with the
manufacturer of such radio, to address and
mitigate all identified issues with the radio by
2025.

(b) LIMITATION OF FUNDS.—Of the funds au-
thorized to be appropriated by this Act or other-
wise made available for fiscal year 2024 for the
United States Special Operations Command for
procurement of Next Generation Tactical Com-
munications, not more than 75 percent may be
obligated or expended until the Commander of
United States Special Operations Command sub-
mits to the congressional defense committees the
report require under subsection (a).

SEC. 1045. LIMITATION ON USE OF FUNDS RE-
LATED TO MILITARY RELIGIOUS
FREEDOM FOUNDATION.

None of the funds authorized to be appro-
priated by this Act or otherwise made available
for fiscal year 2024 for the Department of De-
fense may be used—

(1) to communicate with the Military Reli-
gious Freedom Foundation, its leadership, or its
founder; or

(2) to take any action or make any decision as
a result of any claim, objection, or protest made
by the Military Religious Freedom Foundation
without the authority of the Secretary of De-
fense.

SEC. 1046. PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR
ADVISORY COMMITTEES RELATED
TO ENVIRONMENTAL, SOCIAL, AND
GOVERNANCE ASPECTS.

(a) PROHIBITION.—None of the funds author-
ized to be appropriated by this Act or otherwise
made available for the Department of Defense
for fiscal year 2024 may be used—

(1) to establish in the Department of Defense
an advisory committee related to environmental,
social, and governance aspects; or

(2) for the Defense Advisory Committee on Di-
versity and Inclusion or any Successor com-
mittee.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘environmental’’ includes any-
thing related to—

(A) emissions of greenhouse gases, including—

(i) carbon dioxide;

(ii) methane;

(iii) mitrous oxide;

(iv) nitrogen trifluoride;

(v) hydrofluorocarbons;

(vi) perfluorocarbons; and

(vii) sulfur hexafluoride;

(B) climate change; and

(C) environmental justice.

(2) The term ‘‘governance’ means how a pri-
vate entity is run, including the structure and
composition of the entity based on race, color,
national origin, or sex and how compensation is
made.

(3) The term ‘‘social’ includes anything re-
lated to—

(4) race, ethnicity, gender identity, sexrual
orientation, or socioeconomic standards;

(B) ideologies that oppose equal protection of
the law or support discrimination on the basis of
race, color, national origin, or sex; and

(C) critical race theory, social justice, or simi-
lar ideologies.

Subtitle F—Studies and Reports
SEC. 1061. ANNUAL REPORT ON UNFUNDED PRI-
ORITIES OF DEFENSE POW/MIA AC-
COUNTING AGENCY.

Chapter 9 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by inserting after section 222d the fol-
lowing new section:

“§222e. Unfunded priorities of Defense POW/

MIA Accounting Agency: annual report

‘““(a) REPORTS.—Not later than 10 days after
the date on which the budget of the President
for a fiscal year is submitted to Congress pursu-
ant to section 1105 of title 31, the Director of the
Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency shall
submit to the Secretary of Defense and the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and to
the congressional defense committees, a report
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on the unfunded priorities of the Defense POW/
MIA Accounting Agency.

““(b) ELEMENTS.—(1) Each report under sub-
section (a) shall specify, for each unfunded pri-
ority covered by such report, the following:

‘“(4) A summary description of such priority,
including the objectives to be achieved if such
priority is funded (whether in whole or in part).

‘““(B) The additional amount of funds rec-
ommended in connection with the objectives
under subparagraph (A).

““(C) Account information with respect to such
priority, including the following (as applicable):

‘(i) Line Item Number for applicable procure-
ment accounts.

““(ii) Program Element number for applicable
research, development, test, and evaluation ac-
counts.

““(iii) Sub-activity group for applicable oper-
ation and maintenance accounts.

‘““(2) Each report under subsection (a) shall
present the unfunded priorities covered by such
report in order of urgency of priority.

““(c) UNFUNDED PRIORITY DEFINED.— In this
section, the term ‘unfunded priority’, in the case
of a fiscal year, means a program, activity, or
mission requirement of the POW/MIA Account-
ing Agency that—

‘(1) is not funded in the budget of the Presi-
dent for the fiscal year as submitted to Congress
pursuant to section 1105 of title 31, United
States Code;

““(2) is necessary to fulfill a requirement asso-
ciated with an operational or contingency plan
of a combatant command or other validated re-
quirement; and

“(3) would have been recommended for fund-
ing through the budget referred to in paragraph
(1) by the Director of the POW/MIA Accounting
Agency in connection with the budget if addi-
tional resources had been available for the
budget to fund the program, activity, or mission
requirement.”’.

SEC. 1062. QUARTERLY BRIEFINGS ON JOINT ALL
DOMAIN COMMAND AND CONTROL
EFFORT.

Section 1076(a) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law
116-283; 134 Stat. 3866) is amended—

(1) by striking “‘October 1, 2024’ and inserting
“October 1, 2028, the Deputy Secretary of De-
fense’’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘the Chief Information Officer
of the Department of Defense,”’.

SEC. 1063. EXTENSION OF REQUIREMENT TO SUB-
MIT A REPORT ON DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE SUPPORT FOR DEPART-
MENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY AT
THE INTERNATIONAL BORDERS OF
THE UNITED STATES.

Section 1014(d)(3) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law
114-328; 10 U.S.C. 271 note) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘December 31, 2024’ and inserting ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 2025”°.

SEC. 1064. AIR FORCE PLAN FOR MAINTAINING
PROFICIENT AIRCREWS IN CERTAIN
MISSION AREAS.

(a) PLAN REQUIRED.— The Secretary of the
Air Force shall develop a plan, and the associ-
ated actions and milestones for implementing
the plan, to designate, equip, and train the
number of combat air forces aviation units (in
this section referred to as “CAF units”),
equipped with fixed-wing or rotorcraft assets,
that are required in order to maintain proficient
aircrew skills in accordance with the Core Mis-
sion Essential Task List and Designed Oper-
ational Capability Statement of each such unit
in the following mission areas:

(1) Close air support.

(2) Forward air controller—airborne.

(3) Combat search and rescue.

(b) REPORT.—The Secretary of the Air Force
shall submit to the congressional defense com-
mittees a report on the plan required under sub-
section (a). Such report shall include the fol-
lowing information:
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(1) The number of CAF units required to meet
steady-state, contingency, and wartime mission
requirements for each mission area referred to in
subsection (a).

(2) The number of proficient aircrews each
unit must maintain in order to be qualified and
current in each such mission area.

(3) The number of CAF units and aircrew per-
sonnel that, as of the date of the enactment of
this Act, are trained and equipped to meet
steady-state, contingency, and wartime mission
requirements for each such mission area.

(4) The location of any CAF unit and associ-
ated aircraft that have been designated to be
proficient in such mission areas.

(5) The minimum quantity of initial training
and continuation training sorties and events
aircrews will be required to achieve monthly and
yearly to be qualified as proficient, current, and
experienced in such mission areas.

(6) Any other information, data, or analyses
the Secretary determines relevant.

(c) LIMITATION.—The Secretary of the Air
Force may not reduce the total inventory of the
Air Force of A-10 aircraft below 218 until the
date that is 180 days after the date on which the
Secretary submits the report required under sub-
section (b).

(d) DEFINITION OF PROFICIENT.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘“‘proficient’’, with respect to an
aircrew, means that such aircrew—

(1) has thorough knowledge but occasionally
may make an error of omission or commission;

(2) is able to operate in a complex, fluid envi-
ronment and is able to handle most contin-
gencies and unusual circumstances; and

(3) is prepared for mission tasking on the first
sortie in a theater of operations.

SEC. 1065. ASSESSMENT AND STRATEGY RELAT-
ING TO RANGE CAPABILITY AND CA-
PACITY FOR JOINT ALL-DOMAIN OP-
ERATIONS.

(a) REPORTS REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the date of enactment of this Act,
and not less frequently than once every three
years thereafter until June 1, 2037, the Secretary
of Defense shall submit to the congressional de-
fense committees a report containing an assess-
ment of the Department of Defense range capa-
bility and capacity in Florida.

(b) CONTENTS OF REPORTS.—Each report sub-
mitted under subsection (a) shall include each of
the following:

(1) The amount and types of testing activities
conducted at ranges in Florida.

(2) The capabilities and capacity available at
ranges in Florida that are not available else-
where in the United States.

(3) The capacity of such ranges to be used for
additional testing activities.

(4) An evaluation of the possibility of using
such ranges for the testing activities of other
Federal agencies and private-sector entities in
the United States.

(5) An evaluation of the capacity of ranges in
Florida to be used to develop and train for cur-
rent and future realistic, Joint All-Domain Op-
erations exercises.

(6) An assessment of Joint All-Domain Oper-
ations training shortfalls at domestic military
installations generally.

(7) An analysis of the use or potential use of
Florida ranges as sites for a large-scale, oper-
ationally relevant, live-fire campaign-level Joint
All-Domain Operations training exrercises based
on conflict in the South China Sea first island
chain.

(8) An analysis of the national security impli-
cations of a changing Military Mission Line.

(9) A review of Department of Defense engage-
ment with the State and local governments in
Florida to maintain and expand Department of
Defense ranges in Florida.

(10) A review of Department of Defense en-
gagement in the Military Aviation and Installa-
tion Assurance Siting Clearinghouse, Sentinel
Landscapes of Florida, and entities assessing
existing and future sea lanes for compatibility
with future range requirements.
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(c) STRATEGY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than November 1,
2024, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to
the congressional defense committees a strategy
to ensure range capability to develop Joint All-
Domain Operations capabilities and training en-
vironments based on the results of the assess-
ments conducted wunder subsection (a). Such
strategy shall include—

(A) a plan to establish and field requirements
for the development and testing of emerging
technologies that require a Joint All-Domain
Operations range capability in Florida,

(B) a plan to acquire and field infrastructure,
technology, and human capital required to de-
velop Joint All-Domain Operations capabilities
and training environments in Florida;

(C) an identification of investments necessary
to ensure the ranges in Florida will meet mis-
sion-driven, all-domain requirements of the fu-
ture; and

(D) an analysis, determination, and
prioritication of legislative action required to
ensure the Department of Defense maintains
range capability and capacity for future all-do-
main test and training in Florida.

(2) COORDINATION.—The Secretary of Defense
shall develop the strategy required under para-
graph (1) in coordination with the Joint Re-
quirements Oversight Council, the Test Resource
Management Center, the Director of Oper-
ational Test an Evaluation of the Department of
Defense, and the Under Secretary of Defense for
Research and Engineering.

(3) INCORPORATION.—The Secretary of Defense
shall incorporate the strategy required by para-
graph (1) into any existing capability of the De-
partment of Defense for development and test
strategies.

(d) INTERIM BRIEFING.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense shall provide to the con-
gressional defense committees a briefing on—

(1) the first assessment of the Secretary under
subsection (a); and

(2) the strategy required under subsection (c).

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘Joint All-Domain Operations’
means operations comprised of air, land, mari-
time, cyberspace, and space domains, including
operations with respect to the electromagnetic
spectrum, and actions by the joint force in mul-
tiple domains integrated in planning and syn-
chronized in execution at the speed and scale
needed to gain advantage and accomplish the
mission.

(2) The term ‘‘Military Mission Line’’ means
the north-south line at 86°41’ W. longitude.

(f) FORM OF REPORTS AND STRATEGY.— Each
report required under subsection (a) and the
strategy required under subsection (c) shall be
submitted in unclassified form that does not re-
quire safeguarding or dissemination controls,
and may include a classified annezx.

SEC. 1066. REPORT ON DEFENSE OF DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE FACILITIES AND
FORCES IN EUROPEAN AND INDO-PA-
CIFIC REGIONS FROM MISSILE AND
AIR ATTACK.

(a) STUDY.—The Secretary of Defense shall
conduct a study to determine whether the De-
partment of Defense has sufficient forces, sys-
tems, and capabilities to defend Department of
Defense military facilities and deployed forces
in the European and Indo-Pacific regions from
hypersonic-, ballistic-, cruise-missile and air at-
tack, or to otherwise defeat such attacks.

(b) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than June 30, 2024,
the Secretary shall submit to the congressional
defense committees a report on the findings of
the study required by subsection (a). Such re-
port shall include a specific and detailed plan
for ensuring the ability of the Department of
Defense to defend Department of Defense mili-
tary facilities and deployed forces in the Euro-
pean and Indo-Pacific regions from hypersonic-
, ballistic-, cruise-missile and air attack through
2030.
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(2) FORM OF REPORT.—The report required by
this subsection shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but may include a classified annezx.

(3) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—Not later than 14
days after the date of the submission of the re-
port required by paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall make an unclassified summary of the re-
port available to the public on an appropriate
internet website of the Department of Defense.
SEC. 1067. INDEPENDENT STUDY ON NAVAL MINE

WARFARE.

(a) STUDY REQUIRED.—Not later than 60 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of the Navy shall seek to enter into an
agreement with a federally funded research and
development center to conduct an independent
study of the mine warfare capabilities of the
Navy.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study wunder subsection
(a) shall include an assessment and comprehen-
sive review of—

(1) the offensive and defensive mine warfare
capabilities of the Navy,; and

(2) the offensive mine inventories of Navy as
of the date of study.

(c) RESULTS.—Following the completion of the
study under subsection (a), the federally funded
research and development center that conducts
the study shall submit to the Secretary of De-
fense a report on the results of the study. The
report shall include—

(1) a summary of the research and other ac-
tivities carried out as part of the study; and

(2) considerations and recommendations to im-
prove the mine warfare capabilities of the Navy,
including recommendations for any legislation
that may be needed for such purpose.

(d) SUBMITTAL TO CONGRESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than December 31,
2024, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to
the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate
and the House of Representatives—

(4) an unaltered copy of the results of the
study, as submitted to the Secretary under sub-
section (c); and

(B) the written responses of the Secretary and
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to
such results.

(2) FORM.—The submission under paragraph
(1) shall be submitted in unclassified form, but
may include a classified annex.

SEC. 1068. REPORT ON ESTABLISHMENT OF
JOINT FORCE HEADQUARTERS IN
INDO-PACIFIC REGION.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense, in consultation with
the Commander of the United States Indo-Pa-
cific Command, shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees a report on the
progress of the implementation plan required
under section 1087 of the James M. Inhofe Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2023 (Public Law 117-363; 10 U.S.C. 161
note).

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall include the following ele-
ments:

(1) A description of the personnel, supporting
infrastructure, and operational chain of com-
mand relationships associated with the joint
force headquarters that is required to be estab-
lished by section 1087 of the James M. Inhofe
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2023 (Public Law 117-363; 10 U.S.C. 161
note).

(2) An evaluation of the personnel, supporting
infrastructure, and operational chain of com-
mand relationships that would be required to
support the potential establishment of an addi-
tional fully equipped and persistent joint force
headquarters or joint task force that would be
responsible for the operational employment of
forces in the Western Pacific.

(3) An identification of the appropriate rank
for the commander required to lead the efforts
described in paragraphs (1) and (2) and the fea-
sibility of using an existing component com-
mander to lead these efforts.
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(4) An analysis of how the Department’s plan
for Joint Task Force Micronesia aligns with the
requirements described in paragraphs (1), (2),
and (3), and in section 1087 of the James M.
Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117-363; 10 U.S.C.
161 note).

(5) An analysis of the advisability of estab-
lishing an additional joint task force or joint
force headquarters responsible for the oper-
ational employment of forces in the Western Pa-
cific.

(c) FORM.—The report required under sub-
section (a) shall be submitted in wunclassified
form, but may include a classified annezx.

SEC. 1069. ANNUAL BRIEFINGS ON IMPLEMENTA-
TION OF FORCE DESIGN 2030.

(a) BRIEFINGS REQUIRED.—Not later than
March 31, 2024, and annually thereafter
through March 31, 2030, the Commandant of the
Marine Corps shall provide to the congressional
defense committees a briefing on the pro-
grammatic choices made to implement Force De-
sign 2030, including new developmental and
fielded capabilities and capabilities and capac-
ity divested to accelerate the implementation of
Force Design 2030.

(b) ELEMENTS.—Each briefing provided under
subsection (a) shall include—

(1) an assessment of changes in the national
defense strategy under section 113(g) of title 10,
United States Code, defense planning guidance,
the Joint Warfighting Concept (and associated
Concept Required Capabilities), and other plan-
ning processes that informed Force Design 2030;

(2) an inventory and assessment of exercises
and experiments related to Force Design 2030 be-
ginning in fiscal year 2020, including—

(4) an identification of any capabilities that
were involved in such exercises and experiments;
and

(B) the extent to which such exercises and ex-
periments validated or militated against pro-
posed capability investments;

(3) an inventory of divestments of capability
or capacity, whether force structure or equip-
ment, starting in fiscal year 2020, including—

(4) a timeline of the progress of each divest-
ment;

(B) the type of force structure or equipment
divested or reduced;

(C) the percentage of force structure of equip-
ment divested or reduced, including any equip-
ment entered into inventory management or
other form of storage;

(D) the rationale and context behind such di-
vestment; and

(E) an identification of whether such divest-
ment affects the ability of the Marine Corps to
meet the requirements of the Global Force Man-
agement process and the operational plans, in-
cluding—

(i) an explanation of how the Marine Corps
plans to mitigate the loss of such capability or
capacity if the divestment affects the ability of
the Mavrine Corps to meet the requirements of
the Global Force Management process and the
operational plans, including through new in-
vestments, additional joint planning and train-
ing, or other methods; and

(ii) an assessment of the actual and projected
recruitment and retention percentages of the
Marine Corps, starting in fiscal year 2020;

(4) an inventory of extant or planned invest-
ments as a part of Force Design 2030, broken
down by capability areas including—

(A) integrated air and missile defense;

(B) littoral mobility and maneuver;

(C) sea denial;

(D) recon and counter-recon forces;

(E) the amphibious warfare ship and maritime
mobility requirements the Marine Corps sub-
mitted to the Department of the Navy in support
of the Marine Corps organization and concepts
under Force Design 2030 and its statutory re-
quirements, including an explicit statement of—

(i) the planning assumptions about the readi-
ness of amphibious warfare ships and maritime
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mobility platforms in developing the require-
ments; and

(ii) whether the Navy’s 30-year shipbuilding
plan of and budget for the fiscal year covered by
the briefing meet the amphibious ship require-
ments of the Navy;

(5) for each capability included in the inven-
tory under paragraph (4)—

(A) the name;

(B) the purpose and context;

(C) an identification of the capability being
replaced, if applicable;

(D) the date of initial operational capability;

(E) the date of full operational capability,

(F) the number of deliveries of units by year;
and

(G) the approved acquisition objective or simi-
lar inventory objective;

(6) an assessment of how the capability invest-
ments identified in the inventory under para-
graph (4) contribute to joint force efficacy in
new ways, including through support of other
military departments;

(7) an assessment of the ability of the Marine
Corps to generate required force elements for the
immediate ready force and the contingency
ready force over the two fiscal years preceding
the year during which the briefing is provided
and the expected ability to generate such force
elements through fiscal year 2030;

(8) an assessment of Marine Corps force struc-
ture and readiness of marine expeditionary
units compared to availability of amphibious
ships comprising an amphibious ready group
over the two fiscal years preceding the year dur-
ing which the briefing is provided and the ex-
pected availability of such ships through fiscal
year 2030;

(9) an assessment by the Marine Corps of its
compliance with the statutory organization pre-
scribed in section 8063 of title 10, United States
Code, specifically ‘“The Marine Corps, within
the Department of the Navy, shall be so orga-
nized as to include not less than three combat
divisions and three air wings, and such other
land combat, aviation, and other services as
may be organic therein.”’; and

(10) an assessment by the Marine Corps of its
compliance with the statutory functions pre-
scribed in section 8063 of title 10, United States
Code, specifically ‘“The Marine Corps shall be
organized, trained, and equipped to provide
fleet marine forces of combined arms, together
with supporting air components, for service with
the fleet in the seizure or defense of advanced
naval bases and for the conduct of such land
operations as may be essential to the prosecu-
tion of a naval campaign.’’.

SEC. 1070. PLAN FOR TAIWAN NONCOMBATANT
EVACUATION OPERATIONS.

(a) PLAN.—The Secretary of Defense, with the
concurrence of the Secretary of State, shall
maintain a sufficient evacuation plan that is
suitable for execution as a noncombatant evacu-
ation operations plan or any other evacuation
mission conducted by the Department of Defense
from Taiwan.

(b) ANNUAL REVIEW AND UPDATE.—Omn an an-
nual basis, the Secretary of Defense shall—

(1) review the plan required under subsection
(a)and update such plan as the Secretary deter-
mines necessary,; and

(2) submit to Congress certification that the
plan is either sufficient or needs to be updated.

(c) CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFINGS.—Not later
than 180 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, and quarterly thereafter, the Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Strategy, Plans, and
Capabilities shall provide to the Committee on
Armed Services and the Committee on Foreign
Relations of the Senate and the Committee on
Armed Services and the Committee on Foreign
Affairs of the House of Representatives an un-
classified and classified briefing on the plan re-
quired under subsection (a).
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Subtitle G—Other Matters
NAVY CONSIDERATION OF COAST
GUARD VIEWS ON MATTERS DI-
RECTLY CONCERNING COAST GUARD
CAPABILITIES.

Chapter 803 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following
new section:

“§8029. Consideration of Coast Guard views
on matters directly concerning Coast Guard
capabilities
“The Secretary of the Navy shall ensure that

the views of the Commandant of the Coast

Guard are given appropriate consideration be-

fore a major decision is made by an element of

the Department of the Navy on a matter that di-

rectly concerns any capability of the Coast

Guard in support of national defense.”.

SEC. 1082. DEVELOPMENT OF COMMERCIAL INTE-
GRATION CELLS ACTION PLAN WITH-
IN CERTAIN COMBATANT COM-
MANDS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than March 1,
2024, the Commander of the United States Africa
Command, the Commander of the United States
European Command, the Commander of the
United States Indo-Pacific Command, the Com-
mander of the United States Northerm Com-
mand, and the Commander of the United States
Southern Command shall each develop an ac-
tion plan that includes—

(1) the potential establishment of a commercial
integration cell within their respective combat-
ant command for the purpose of closely inte-
grating public and private entities with capa-
bilities relevant to the area of operation of such
combatant command; and

(2) the potential establishment of a chief tech-
nology officer position within their respective
combatant command, who would—

(A) oversee such commercial integration cell;
and

(B) report directly to the commander of the
applicable combatant command.

(b) BRIEFING.—Not later than 30 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, each com-
mander of a combatant command referred to in
subsection (a) shall provide to the Committees
on Armed Services of the Senate and the House
of Representatives a briefing on the feasibility,
costs, and benefits of establishing a commercial
integration cell.

SEC. 1083. REQUIREMENT TO UPDATE
WARFIGHTING REQUIREMENTS FOR
CONFRONTING RUSSIA IN EUROPE.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) European warfighting requirements should
reflect the most current state of affairs regard-
ing assessed adversary capabilities, capacity,
and intent; and

(2) maintaining up-to-date plans and assump-
tions is essential to—

(4) identifying and properly scoping global
threats; and

(B) the ability of the Department of Defense
to counter such threats to secure the defense
and national security interests of the United
States.

(b) REQUIREMENT.— The Secretary of Defense
shall update the warfighting requirements of the
Department of Defense for confronting Russia
in Europe.

(c) BRIEFING.—Not later than 30 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall provide to the congressional defense
committees a briefing on the requirements up-
dated under subsection (b).

SEC. 1084. UPDATE TO STRATEGIC PLAN ON DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE COMBATING
TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS PRO-
GRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than June 1, 2024,
the Secretary of Defense shall provide to the
Committee on Armed Services of the House of
Representatives a briefing on an updated stra-
tegic plan for the combating trafficking in per-
sons program of the Department of Defense.
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(b) ELEMENTS OF PLAN.—The updated stra-
tegic plan required under subsection (a) shall
include each of the following:

(1) An assessment of the efforts of the Depart-
ment of Defense to combat trafficking in persons
in areas with high populations of members of
the United States Armed Forces, including in
overseas locations.

(2) A review of the coordination of efforts of
the Department to combat trafficking in persons
across the military departments in areas where
multiple military departments operate bases.

(3) Recommendations for improved coopera-
tion with local communities and relevant Fed-
eral, State, and local law enforcement agencies
in addressing trafficking in persons.

(4) A review of new methods and concepts for
combating trafficking in persons that the De-
partment has implemented since the previous
strategic plan.

(5) A description of plans of the Department
to adapt innovative approaches, and integrate
new technologies.

SEC. 1085. GUIDANCE FOR USE OF UNMANNED
AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS BY NATIONAL
GUARD.

(a) NEW GUIDANCE REQUIRED.—Not later than
90 days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Defense shall issue mew
guidance on the use of unmanned aircraft sys-
tems by the National Guard for covered activi-
ties.

(b) BRIEFING.—Not later than 60 days after
the date on which the Secretary issues the new
guidance under subsection (a), the Secretary
shall provide to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices of the House of Representatives. Such brief-
ing shall include—

(1) an explanation of whether the new guid-
ance is more restrictive than guidance on the
use of other types of aircraft for covered activi-
ties; and

(2) if the new guidance is more restrictive, an
explanation for the reasons why such guidance
is more restrictive.

(c) COVERED ACTIVITIES DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘covered activities’ means any
of the following:

(1) Emergency operations.

(2) Search and rescue operations.

(3) Defense support to civil authorities.

(4) Support provided under section 502(f) of
title 32, United States Code.

SEC. 1086. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING DE-
FENSE PRESENCE IN THE INDO-PA-
CIFIC REGION.

It is the sense of Congress that the Depart-
ment of Defense should maintain sufficient force
posture and capabilities in the area of oper-
ations of the United States Indo-Pacific Com-
mand.

TITLE XI—CIVILIAN PERSONNEL MATTERS

SEC. 1101. AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH EXCEPTED
SERVICE POSITIONS FOR ARMY LAW
ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES.

Chapter 747 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following
new section:

“§7378. Army law enforcement activity re-
cruitment and retention

‘“(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—

‘(1) Consistent with paragraph (2), and with-
out regard to the provisions of any other law re-
lating to the appointment, number, classifica-
tion, or compensation of employees, the Sec-
retary of Defense may—

““(A) establish, as positions in the excepted
service, such qualified positions in Army Law
Enforcement Activities as the Secretary deter-
mines necessary to carry out the investigative
responsibilities of such activities;

“(B) appoint an individual to a qualified posi-
tion (after taking into consideration the avail-
ability of preference eligibles for appointment to
the position); and

“(C) subject to subsections (b) and (c), fix the
compensation of an individual in a qualified po-
sition.
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““(2) The authority of the Secretary under this
section may mot be used until on or after the
date that each requirement of section 548 of the
James M. Inhofe National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117-
263) has been met.

‘““(b) BASIC PAY.—The Secretary shall—

‘(1) consistent with section 5341 of title 5,
adopt such provisions of that title to provide for
prevailing rate systems of basic pay,; and

““(2) apply those provisions for purposes of es-
tablishing rates of basic pay for qualified posi-
tions.

““(c) ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION, INCENTIVES,
AND ALLOWANCES.—

‘(1) The Secretary may provide employees in
qualified positions compensation (in addition to
basic pay), including benefits, incentives, and
allowances, consistent with, and not in excess of
the level authorized for, comparable positions
authorized by title 5.

“(2) An employee in a qualified position
whose rate of basic pay is fixed under sub-
section (b)(1) shall be eligible for an allowance
under section 5941 of title 5 on the same basis
and to the same extent as if the employee was
an employee covered by such section, including
eligibility conditions, allowance rates, and all
other terms and conditions in law or regulation.

“(d) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN REQUIRED.—The
authority granted in subsection (a) shall become
effective 90 days after the date on which the
Secretary provides to the congressional defense
committees a plan for implementation of such
authority. The plan shall include the following:

‘“(1) An assessment of the current scope of the
positions covered by the authority.

‘“(2) A plan for the use of the authority.

““(3) Other matters as appropriate.

‘“‘(e) REQUIRED REGULATIONS.—The Secretary,
in coordination with the Director of the Office
of Personnel Management, shall prescribe regu-
lations for the administration of this section.

‘““(f) PROBATIONARY PERIOD.—The proba-
tionary period for all employees hired under the
authority established in this section shall be one
year.

““(9) INCUMBENTS OF EXISTING COMPETITIVE
SERVICE POSITIONS.—

‘(1) An individual occupying a position on
the date of the enactment of this section that is
selected to be converted to a position in the ex-
cepted service under this section shall have the
right to refuse such conversion.

‘“(2) After the date on which an individual
who refuses a conversion under paragraph (1)
stops serving in the position selected to be con-
verted, the position may be converted to a posi-
tion in the excepted service.

““(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The term ‘Army Law Enforcement Activi-
ties’ means the Army Criminal Investigation
Command (or any successor organization) and
any other Department of Army organization en-
gaged primarily in law enforcement, security, or
investigative responsibilities as designated by
the Secretary of Defense.

““(2) The term ‘excepted service’ has the mean-
ing given that term in section 2103 of title 5.

‘“(3) The term ‘preference eligible’ has the
meaning given that term in section 2108 of title
5.

‘““(4) The term ‘qualified position’ means a po-
sition, designated by the Secretary for the pur-
pose of this section, in which the individual oc-
cupying such position performs, manages, or su-
pervises functions that erecute law enforcement,
security, or investigative responsibilities.”’.

SEC. 1102. AUTHORIZATION TO PAY A LIVING
QUARTERS ALLOWANCE FOR DE-
PARTMENT OF THE NAVY CIVILIAN
EMPLOYEES ASSIGNED TO PERMA-
NENT DUTY IN GUAM FOR PER-
FORMING WORK, OR SUPPORTING
WORK BEING PERFORMED, ABOARD
OR DOCKSIDE, OF U.S. NAVAL VES-
SELS.

(a) ALLOWANCE.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, when Government owned or
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rented quarters are not otherwise provided with-
out charge to a covered employee, the Secretary
of the Navy may grant to a covered employee
one or more of the following allowances:

(1) A living quarters allowance for rent, heat,
light, fuel, gas, electricity, and water. The Sec-
retary is authorized to pay such allowance by
reimbursement or by advance payments without
regard to section 3324(a) and (b) of title 31,
United States Code.

(2) Under unusual circumstances, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, payment or reimburse-
ment for extraordinary, necessary, and reason-
able expenses, not otherwise compensated for,
incurred in initial repairs, alterations, and im-
provements to the privately leased residence in
Guam of a covered employee—

(A) the expenses are administratively ap-
proved in advance; and

(B) the duration and terms of the lease justify
payment of the expenses by the Government.

(b) COVERED EMPLOYEE DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘covered employee’ means any ci-
vilian employee of the Department of the Navy
who is assigned to permanent duty in Guam for
performing work or supporting work being per-
formed, aboard or dockside, of U.S. naval ves-
sels.

SEC. 1103. CONSOLIDATION OF DIRECT HIRE AU-
THORITIES FOR CANDIDATES WITH
SPECIFIED DEGREES AT SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY REINVENTION
LABORATORIES.

Section 4091 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1), by striking ‘‘bachelor’s
degree’”’ and inserting ‘‘bachelor’s or advanced
degree’’;

(2) in subsection (c)—

(A) in the subsection heading,
“CALENDAR YEAR” and inserting
YEAR”’;

(B) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by
striking ‘‘calendar year’ and inserting ‘‘fiscal
year’’;

(C) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘6 percent’
and inserting ‘11 percent’’; and

(D) in paragraphs (1), (2), and (3), by striking
“‘the fiscal year last ending before the start of
such calendar year’ and inserting ‘‘the pre-
ceding fiscal year’’;

(3) by striking subsection (f); and

(4) by redesignating subsection (g) as sub-
section (f).

SEC. 1104. DIRECT HIRE AUTHORITY FOR CER-
TAIN PERSONNEL OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE.

Section 9905(a) of title 5, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by
inserting “‘, 3307,” after ‘3303°’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

““(12) Any position in support of aircraft oper-
ations for which the Secretary determines there
is a critical hiring meed or shortage of can-
didates.

““(13) Any position in support of the safety of
the public, law enforcement, or first response for
which the Secretary determines there is a crit-
ical hiring need or shortage of candidates.’’.
SEC. 1105. ONE-YEAR EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY

TO WAIVE ANNUAL LIMITATION ON
PREMIUM PAY AND AGGREGATE LIM-
ITATION ON PAY FOR FEDERAL CI-
VILIAN EMPLOYEES WORKING OVER-
SEAS.

Subsection (a) of section 1101 of the Duncan
Hunter National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2009 (Public Law 110—417; 122 Stat.
4615), as most recently amended by section 1102
of the James M. Inhofe National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law
117-263), is further amended by striking
“through 2023’ and inserting ‘‘through 2024°°.

by striking
“FISCAL
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SEC. 1106. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY TO GRANT
COMPETITIVE STATUS TO EMPLOY-
EES OF INSPECTORS GENERAL FOR
OVERSEAS CONTINGENCY OPER-
ATIONS.

Section 419(d)(5)(B) of title 5, United States
Code, is amended by striking 2 years’ and in-
serting ‘5 years’’.

SEC. 1107. EXTENSION OF DIRECT HIRE AUTHOR-
ITY FOR DOMESTIC INDUSTRIAL
BASE FACILITIES AND MAJOR RANGE
AND TEST FACILITIES BASE.

(a) EXTENSION.—Section 1125(a) of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2017 (Public Law 114-328) is amended by
striking 2025 and inserting “2035°’.

(b) BRIEFING.—Section 1102(b) of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018
(Public Law 115-91) is amended by striking
2025 and inserting ‘°2035°.

SEC. 1108. WAIVER OF LIMITATION ON APPOINT-
MENT OF RECENTLY RETIRED MEM-
BERS OF ARMED FORCES TO DOD
COMPETITIVE SERVICE POSITIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3326 of title 5,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in the section heading, by inserting ‘‘cer-
tain’’ before “‘positions’’; and

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) by striking ‘‘the civil service”’ and insert-
ing ‘‘the excepted service or the Senior Execu-
tive Service’’; and

(B) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘for the pur-
pose’’ and all that follows through ‘‘Manage-
ment’”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of subchapter I of chapter
33 of such title is amended in the item relating
to section 3326 by inserting ‘‘certain’’ before
“positions’’.

SEC. 1109. EXCLUSION OF NONAPPROPRIATED
FUND EMPLOYEES FROM LIMITA-
TIONS ON DUAL PAY.

Section 5531(2) of title 5, United States Code,
is amended by striking ‘‘Government corpora-
tion and’’ and inserting ‘‘Government corpora-
tion, but excluding’.

SEC. 1110. ONE-YEAR EXTENSION OF TEMPORARY
AUTHORITY TO GRANT ALLOW-
ANCES, BENEFITS, AND GRATUITIES
TO CIVILIAN PERSONNEL ON OFFI-
CIAL DUTY IN A COMBAT ZONE.

Paragraph (2) of section 1603(a) of the Emer-
gency Supplemental Appropriations Act for De-
fense, the Global War on Terror, and Hurricane
Recovery, 2006 (Public Law 109-234; 120 Stat.
443), as added by section 1102 of the Duncan
Hunter National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2009 (Public Law 110-417; 122 Stat.
4616) and as most recently amended by section
1103 of the James M. Inhofe National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public
Law 117-263), is further amended by striking
2024 and inserting 2025.

SEC. 1111. SUPPORT UNITED STATES STRATEGIC
COMMAND AND UNITED STATES
SPACE COMMAND ENTERPRISES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 81 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended by adding at the
end the following new section:

“SEC. 1599k. APPLICATION OF ACQUISITION DEM-
ONSTRATION PROJECT TO DEPART-
MENT OF THE AIR FORCE EMPLOY-
EES ASSIGNED TO SUPPORT UNITED
STATES STRATEGIC COMMAND AND
UNITED STATES SPACE COMMAND
ENTERPRISES.

“(a) IN GENERAL.—For the purposes of the
demonstration project, the Secretary of Defense
may apply the provisions of section 1762 of this
title, including any regulations, procedures,
waivers, or guidance implementing such section,
to an employee of the Department of the Air
Force assigned to support the United States
Strategic Command or United States Space Com-
mand, or a joint subordinate component com-
mand or center, as if the employee was a mem-
ber of the acquisition workforce.

““(b) NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS.—For the pur-
poses of section 1762(c) of this title, partici-
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pating employees are deemed not to be persons

who may participate in the demonstration

project.

“(c) TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY, CONVER-
SION.—Subsections (g) and (h) of section 1762 of
this title shall apply to the authority under this
section and to participating employees, respec-
tively.

““(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) DEMONSTRATION PROJECT.—The term
‘demonstration project’ means the demonstra-
tion project authorized by section 1762 of this
title.

“(2) PARTICIPATING EMPLOYEE.—The term
‘varticipating employee’ means an employee
participating in the demonstration project pur-
suant to the authority under this section.””.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions for chapter 81 of title 10, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new item:

“1599k. Application of acquisition demonstra-

tion project to Department of the
Air Force employees assigned to
support United States Strategic
Command and United States
Space Command enterprises.””.

SEC. 1112. TEMPORARY EXTENSION OF AUTHOR-
ITY TO PROVIDE SECURITY FOR
FORMER DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
OFFICIALS.

During the period beginning on the date of
enactment of this Act and ending on January 1,
2025, section 714(b)(2)(B) of title 10, United
States Code, shall be applied by substituting
“four years’ for ‘‘two years’’.

SEC. 1113. GAO REPORT ON CIVILIAN SUPPORT
POSITIONS AT REMOTE MILITARY IN-
STALLATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General shall assess and submit a report
to the Secretary of Defense on the following:

(1) The average number of vacancies for civil-
ian support services positions at remote or iso-
lated military installations in comparison to va-
cancies for such positions at other military in-
stallations. In carrying out this paragraph, the
Comptroller General shall account for the dif-
ferences in military population size.

(2) The average number of days required to fill
such a vacancy at a remote and isolated mili-
tary installation in comparison to filling a va-
cancy of a position with the same duties (to the
greatest extent practicable) at such other instal-
lations.

(3) Any recommendations on additional hiring
incentives for civilian support services positions
described in subsection (b)(1)(A) at a remote or
isolated installations, and any recommendations
on ways to ensure that such positions described
in subsection (b)(1)(B) are able to effectively
staff positions in order to meet the mission of
their applicable military installation.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘‘civilian Ssupport services posi-
tions’” means—

(A) any position within the civil service (as
that term is defined in section 2101 of title 5,
United States Code), including any non-
appropriated fund (NAF) position; and

(B) any Federal contractor (or subcontractor
at any tier); and

(2) the term “‘military installation’ has the
meaning given that term in section 2801 of title
10, United States Code.

SEC. 1114. MODIFICATION TO SHORE LEAVE AC-
CRUAL FOR CREWS OF VESSELS TO
SUPPORT CREW ROTATIONS AND IM-
PROVE RETENTION OF CIVILIAN
MARINERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 81 of title 10,
United States Code, as amended by section
1111(a), is further amended by adding at the end
the following:

“§15991. Shore leave accrual for -civilian
mariners of the Department of Defense
“With respect to an officer, crewmember, or

other employee of the Department of Defense
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serving aboard an oceangoing vessel on an ex-
tended voyage, the first sentence in the matter
preceding paragraph (1) of subsection (c) of sec-
tion 6305 of title 5 shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘7 calendar days’ for ‘30 calendar
days’.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions for such chapter is amended by adding
after the item relating to section 1599k, as added
by section 1111(b), the following:

““15991. Shore leave accrual for civilian mariners
of the Department of Defense.’ .
SEC. 1115. ASSESSMENTS OF STAFFING IN OFFICE
OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DE-
FENSE FOR PERSONNEL AND READI-
NESS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) DOD ASSESSMENT.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall conduct an assessment validating
each civil service position in the Office of the
Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and
Readiness against existing personnel of the Of-
fice. For purposes of carrying out such assess-
ment, the head of the Office shall submit to the
Secretary the alignment of total force manpower
resources of the Office against core missions,
tasks, and functions, including a mapping of
missions to the originating statute or Depart-
ment policy.

(2) OFFICE ASSESSMENT.—The head of the Of-
fice shall conduct an assessment on the tasks,
functions, and associated civilian personnel the
Office believes are necessary to perform the du-
ties of the Office.

(3) DOD ANALYSIS.—The Secretary shall deter-
mine whether there is any conflict between the
assessment conducted under paragraph (1) and
the assessment under paragraph (2), and what
personnel actions (if any) the Secretary will
take to eliminate such conflict.

(b) INTERIM BRIEFING AND REPORT.—

(1) INTERIM BRIEFING.—Not later than April 1,
2024, the Secretary of Defense shall provide to
the congressional defense committees an interim
briefing on the assessments under subsection
(a).

(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit to the congressional de-
fense committees a report on the assessments
under subsection (a). Such report shall include
the following:

(A) A validation of every civil service position
in the Office against existing civilian personnel
requirements.

(B) The methodology and process through
which such validation was performed.

(C) Relevant statistical analysis on civil serv-
ice position fill rates against validated require-
ments.

(D) Analysis of each civil service position and
grade and whether the position description and
grade match the function and task requirements
of the position.

(E) Plan to update grades and position de-
scriptions to meet current and future require-
ments, tasks, and functions.

(F) Lessons learned through the civilian posi-
tion validation process and statistical analysis
under subparagraphs (B) through (F).

(G) Any legislative, policy or budgetary rec-
ommendations of the Secretary related to the
subject matter of the report.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘‘civil service’’ has the meaning
given that term in section 2101 of title 5, United
States Code; and

(2) the term ‘‘Office’”’ means the Office of the
Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and
Readiness.

SEC. 1116. MILITARY SPOUSE EMPLOYMENT ACT.

(a) APPOINTMENT OF MILITARY SPOUSES.—Sec-
tion 3330d of title 5, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (4);
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(B) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing:

“(3) The term ‘remote work’ refers to a par-
ticular type of telework under which an em-
ployee is not expected to report to an officially
established agency location on a regular and re-
curring basis.”’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

“(56) The term ‘telework’ has the meaning
given the term in section 6501.”’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(4) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘“‘or’’ at the
end;

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking the period at
the end and inserting ‘‘; or”’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

“(3) a spouse of a member of the Armed Forces
on active duty, or a spouse of a disabled or de-
ceased member of the Armed Forces, to a posi-
tion in which the spouse will engage in remote
work.”’; and

(3) in subsection (c)(1), by striking ‘‘subsection
(a)(3)”’ and inserting ‘‘subsection (a)(4)’’.

(b) GAO STUDY AND REPORT.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection—

(A) the terms ‘‘agency’ means an agency de-
scribed in paragraph (1) or (2) of section 901(b)
of title 31, United States Code;

(B) the term “‘employee’” means an employee
of an agency;

(C) the term ‘‘remote work’ means a par-
ticular type of telework under which an em-
ployee is not expected to report to an officially
established agency location on a regular and re-
curring basis; and

(D) the term ‘‘telework’ means a work flexi-
bility arrangement under which an employee
performs the duties and responsibilities of such
employee’s position, and other authorized ac-
tivities, from an approved worksite other than
the location from which the employee would
otherwise work.

(2) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Comptroller General of the United States shall
conduct a study and publish a report regarding
the use of remote work by agencies, which shall
include a discussion of what is known regard-
ing—

(A) the number of employees who are engag-
ing in remote work;

(B) the role of remote work in agency recruit-
ment and retention efforts;

(C) the geographic location of employees who
engage in remote work;

(D) the effect that remote work has had on
how often employees are reporting to officially
established agency locations to perform the du-
ties and responsibilities of the positions of those
employees and other authorized activities; and

(E) how the use of remote work has affected
Federal office space utilization and spending.
SEC. 1117. AMENDMENTS TO THE JOHN S. MCCAIN

STRATEGIC DEFENSE FELLOWS PRO-
GRAM.

(a) SELECTION OF PARTICIPANTS.—Subsection
(d)(2) of section 932 of the John S. McCain Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2019 (Public Law 115-232; 10 U.S.C. 1580
note prec.) is amended to read as follows:

““(2) GEOGRAPHICAL REPRESENTATION.—Out of
the total number of individuals selected to par-
ticipate in the fellows program in any year, no
movre than 20 percent may be from any of the
following geographic regions:

““(A) The Northeast United States.

“(B) The Southeast United States.

“(C) The Midwest United States.

‘(D) The Southwest United States.

‘““(E) The Western United States.

“(F) Alaska, Hawaii, United States territories,
and areas outside the United States.”.

(b) APPOINTMENT, PLACEMENT, AND CONVER-
SION.—Such section is further amended—

(1) in subsection (d)(3)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘assigned’ and inserting ‘‘ap-
pointed’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘assignment’’
“appointment’’; and

and inserting
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(2) by amending subsections (e) and (f) to read
as follows:

““(e) APPOINTMENT.—

““(1) IN GENERAL.—An individual who partici-
pates in the fellows program shall be appointed
into an excepted service position in the Depart-
ment.

““(2) POSITION REQUIREMENTS.—Each year, the
head of each Department of Defense Component
shall submit to the Secretary of Defense place-
ment opportunities for participants in the fel-
lows program. Such placement opportunities
shall provide for leadership development and
potential commencement of a career track to-
ward a position of senior leadership in the De-
partment. The Secretary of Defense, in coordi-
nation with the heads of Department of Defense
Components, shall establish qualification re-
quirements for the appointment of participants
under paragraph (1) and subsection (f)(2).

““(3) APPOINTMENT TO POSITIONS.—Each year,
the Secretary of Defense shall appoint partici-
pants in the fellows program to positions in the
Department of Defense Components. In making
such appointments, the Secretary shall seek to
best match the qualifications and skills of the
participants with the requirements for positions
available for appointment.

‘““(4) TERM.—The term of each appointment
under the fellows program shall be one year
with the option to extend the appointment up to
one additional year.

‘““(5) GRADE.—An individual appointed to a
position under the fellows program shall be ap-
pointed at a level between GS-10 and GS-12 of
the General Schedule based on the directly-re-
lated qualifications, skills, and professional ex-
perience of the individual.

“(6) EDUCATION LOAN REPAYMENT.—To the ex-
tent that funds are provided in advance in ap-
propriations Acts, the Secretary of Defense may
repay a loan of a participant in the fellows pro-
gram if the loan is described by subparagraph
(4), (B), or (C) of section 16301(a)(1) of title 10,
United States Code. Any repayment of a loan
under this paragraph may require a minimum
service agreement, as determined by the Sec-
retary.

““(7) DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE COMPONENT DE-
FINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘Depart-
ment of Defense Component’ means a Depart-
ment of Defense Component, as set forth in sec-
tion 111 of title 10, United States Code.

“(f) CAREER DEVELOPMENT.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall ensure that participants in the fellows pro-
gram—

““(A) receive career development opportunities
and support appropriate for the commencement
of a career track within the Department leading
toward a future position of senior leadership
within the Department, including ongoing
mentorship support through appropriate per-
sonnel from entities within the Department; and

‘““(B) are provided appropriate employment op-
portunities for competitive and excepted service
positions in the Department upon successful
completion of the fellows program.

“(2) NONCOMPETITIVE APPOINTMENT OR CON-
VERSION.—Upon a participant’s successful com-
pletion of the fellows program, the Secretary
may, without regard to the provisions of sub-
chapter I of chapter 33 of title 5, United States
Code, moncompetitively appoint or convert the
participant into a vacant competitive or ex-
cepted service position in the Department, if the
Secretary determines that such appointment or
conversion will contribute to the development of
highly qualified future senior leaders for the
Department. The Secretary may appoint or con-
vert the participant into a position up to the
GS-13 level of the General Schedule or an equiv-
alent position for which the participant is quali-
fied without regard to any minimum time in
grade requirements.

“(3) APPOINTMENT OF FORMER PARTICI-
PANTS.—The Secretary may utilice the authority
in paragraph (2) for a participant—
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“(A4) up to 2 years after the date of the par-
ticipant’s successful completion of the fellows
program; or

‘““(B) in the case of a participant who entered
the fellows program before the date of the enact-
ment of this subparagraph, up to 5 years after
the date of the participant’s successful comple-
tion of the fellows program.

‘““(4) PUBLICATION OF SELECTION.—The Sec-
retary shall publish, on an Internet website of
the Department available to the public, the
names of the individuals selected to participate
in the fellows program.’.

SEC. 1118. INCLUDING MILITARY SERVICE IN DE-
TERMINING FAMILY AND MEDICAL
LEAVE ELIGIBILITY FOR FEDERAL
EMPLOYEES.

(a) TITLE 5.—Section 6381(1)(B) of title 5,
United States Code, is amended to read as fol-
lows:

‘““(B) has completed at least 12 months of serv-
ice—

““(i) as an employee (as that term is defined in
section 2105) of the Government of the United
States, including service with the United States
Postal Service, the Postal Regulatory Commis-
sion, and a nonappropriated fund instrumen-
tality as described in section 2105(c); or

““(ii) which qualifies as honorable active serv-
ice in the Army, Navy, Air Force, Space Force,
or Marine Corps of the United States;”’.

(b) FMLA.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A covered employee who has
completed 12 months of service which qualifies
as honorable active service in the Army, Navy,
Air Force, Space Force, or Marine Corps of the
United States shall be deemed to have met the
service requirement in section 101(1)(A) of the
Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993, notwith-
standing the requirements of such section
101(1)(A).

(2) COVERED EMPLOYEE DEFINED.—In this sub-
section, the term ‘‘covered employee’—

(4) includes—

(i) any Federal employee eligible for family
and medical leave under the Family and Med-
ical Leave Act of 1993 based on their status as
such an employee;

(ii) any Federal employee covered by the Con-
gressional Accountability Act of 1995 eligible for
family and medical leave by operation of section
202 of such Act;

(iii) any Federal employee of the Ezxecutive
Office of the President eligible for family and
medical leave by operation of section 412 of title
3, United States Code; and

(iv) any non-judicial employee of the District
of Columbia courts and any employee of the
District of Columbia Public Defender Service;
and

(B) does not include any member of the Com-
missioned Corps of the Public Health Service or
the Commissioned Corps of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration,

(c) DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.—Not
later than 6 months after the date of enactment
of this Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall modify the family and medical leave pro-
gram provided by operation of section 7425(c) of
title 38, United States Code, to conform with the
requirements of the amendment made by sub-
section (a) with respect to military service in
section 6381(1)(B)(ii) of title 5, United States
Code, as added by such subsection.

SEC. 1119. ASSESSMENTS OF STAFFING IN OFFICE
OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DE-
FENSE FOR RESEARCH AND ENGI-
NEERING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) DOD ASSESSMENT.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall conduct an assessment validating
each civil service position in the Office of the
Under Secretary of Defense for Research and
Engineering against existing personnel of the
Office. For purposes of carrying out such assess-
ment, the head of the Office shall submit to the
Secretary the alignment of total force manpower
resources of the Office against core missions,
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tasks, and functions, including a mapping of
missions to the originating statute or Depart-
ment policy.

(2) OFFICE ASSESSMENT.—The head of the Of-
fice shall conduct an assessment on the tasks,
functions, and associated civilian personnel the
Office believes are necessary to perform the du-
ties of the Office.

(3) DOD ANALYSIS.—The Secretary shall deter-
mine whether there is any conflict between the
assessment conducted under paragraph (1) and
the assessment under paragraph (2), and what
personnel actions (if any) the Secretary will
take to eliminate such conflict.

(b) INTERIM BRIEFING AND REPORT.—

(1) INTERIM BRIEFING.—Not later than April 1,
2024, the Secretary of Defense shall provide to
the congressional defense committees an interim
briefing on the assessments under subsection
(a).

(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit to the congressional de-
fense committees a report on the assessments
under subsection (a). Such report shall include
the following:

(A) A validation of every civil service position
in the Office against existing civilian personnel
requirements.

(B) The methodology and process through
which such validation was performed.

(C) Relevant statistical analysis on civil serv-
ice position fill rates against validated require-
ments.

(D) Analysis of each civil service position and
grade and whether the position description and
grade match the function and task requirements
of the position.

(E) Plan to update grades and position de-
scriptions to meet current and future require-
ments, tasks, and functions.

(F) Lessons learned through the civilian posi-
tion validation process and statistical analysis
under subparagraphs (B) through (F).

(G) Any legislative, policy or budgetary rec-
ommendations of the Secretary related to the
subject matter of the report.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘‘civil service’’ has the meaning
given that term in section 2101 of title 5, United
States Code; and

(2) the term “‘Office”’” means the Office of the
Under Secretary of Defense for Research and
Engineering.

SEC. 1120. ASSESSMENTS OF STAFFING IN DOD
OFFICE FOR DIVERSITY, EQUITY,
AND INCLUSION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) SECRETARY ASSESSMENT.—The Secretary of
Defense shall conduct an assessment validating
each civil service position in the Office for Di-
versity, Equity, and Inclusion against existing
personnel of the Office. For purposes of car-
rying out such assessment, the head of the Of-
fice shall submit to the Secretary the alignment
of total force manpower resources of the Office
against core missions, tasks, and functions, in-
cluding a mapping of missions to the originating
statute or Department policy.

(2) OFFICE ASSESSMENT.—The head of the Of-
fice shall conduct an assessment on the tasks,
functions, and associated civilian personnel the
Office believes are necessary to perform the du-
ties of the Office.

(3) SECRETARY ANALYSIS.—The Secretary shall
determine whether there is any conflict between
the assessment conducted under paragraph (1)
and the assessment under paragraph (2), and
what personnel actions (if any) the Secretary
will take to eliminate such conflict.

(b) INTERIM BRIEFING AND REPORT.—

(1) INTERIM BRIEFING.—Not later than April 1,
2024, the Secretary of Defense shall provide to
the congressional defense committees an interim
briefing on the assessments under subsection
(a).
(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
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Secretary shall submit to the congressional de-
fense committees a report on the assessments
under subsection (a). Such report shall include
the following:

(A) A validation of every civil service position
in the Office against existing civilian personnel
requirements.

(B) The methodology and process through
which such validation was performed.

(C) Relevant statistical analysis on civil serv-
ice position fill rates against validated require-
ments.

(D) Analysis of each civil service position and
grade and whether the position description and
grade match the function and task requirements
of the position.

(E) Plan to update grades and position de-
scriptions to meet current and future require-
ments, tasks, and functions.

(F) Lessons learned through the civilian posi-
tion validation process and statistical analysis
under subparagraphs (B) through (F).

(G) Any legislative, policy or budgetary rec-
ommendations of the Secretary related to the
subject matter of the report.

(c) BUDGET REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary of
Defense shall, in the Secretary’s annual budget
submission to the Office of Management and
Budget for fiscal year 2025 and each fiscal year
thereafter, identify mission changes, opportuni-
ties for automation, and business process im-
provements that could better optimize the size,
structure, composition of the Department of De-
fense’s workforce and its allocation against vali-
dated requirements.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘‘civil service’’ has the meaning
given that term in section 2101 of title 5, United
States Code; and

(2) the term ““Office”” means the Office for Di-
versity, Equity, and Inclusion in the Depart-
ment of Defense.

TITLE XII—MATTERS RELATING TO
FOREIGN NATIONS
Subtitle A—Assistance and Training
SEC. 1201. SUPPORT OF SPECIAL OPERATIONS
FOR IRREGULAR WARFARE.

(a) CODIFICATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 3 of title 10, United
States Code, is amended by inserting after sec-
tion 127c a new section 127d consisting of—

(A) a heading as follows:

“§127d. Support of special operations for ir-
regular warfare”; and

(B) a text consisting of the text of subsections
(a) through (i) of section 1202 of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018
(Public Law 115-91; 131 Stat. 1639).

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter is amend-
ed by inserting after the item relating to section
127c¢ the following new item:

“127d. Support of special operations for irreg-
ular warfare.”.

(b) MODIFICATION OF DOLLAR AMOUNT.—Sec-
tion 127d of title 10, United States Code, as so
amended, is further amended in subsection (a)
by striking  ““$15,000,000° and inserting
“$25,000,000.

(c) CONFORMING REPEAL.—Section 1202 of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2018 is repealed.

SEC. 1202. MODIFICATION OF COMBATANT COM-
MANDER INITIATIVE FUND.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 166a of title 10,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (b), by adding at the end the
following:

‘““(11) Incremental expenses (as such term is
defined in section 301(5) of this title) related to
security cooperation programs and activities of
the Department of Defense (as such term is de-
fined in section 301(7) of this title).”’; and

(2) in subsection (c)—

(4) in paragraph (2), by striking “‘and’ at the
end;
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(B) in paragraph (3), by striking the period at
the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘““(4) incremental expenses related to security
cooperation programs and activities of the De-
partment of Defense, as authorized by sub-
section (b)(11), for United States Africa Com-
mand and United States Southern Command.”.

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Funds are authorized to be appropriated to the
Combatant Commander Initiative Fund for fis-
cal year 2024, as specified in section 4301 of this
Act, to carry out the activities authorized by
paragraphs (7), (8), and (11) (as added by sub-
section (a)(1)) of section 166a(b) of title 10,
United States Code, for United States Africa
Command and United States Southern Com-
mand.

SEC. 1203. EQUIPMENT DISPOSITION WITH RE-
SPECT TO BUILDING CAPACITY OF
FOREIGN SECURITY FORCES.

Section 333 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subsection:

““(h) EQUIPMENT DISPOSITION.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
may treat as stocks of the Department of De-
fense—

“(A) equipment procured to carry out a pro-
gram pursuant to subsection (a) that has not yet
been transferred to a foreign country and is no
longer needed to support such program or an-
other program carried out pursuant to such sub-
section; and

‘“‘(B) equipment that has been transferred to a
foreign country to carry out a program pursu-
ant to subsection (a) and is returned by the for-
eign country to the United States.

““(2) NOTICE AND WAIT.—Not later than 15
days before initiating activities under a program
under subsection (a), the Secretary of Defense
shall submit to the appropriate committees of
Congress a written and electronic notice of the
following:

‘““(A) The foreign country, and specific unit,
whose capacity was intended to be built under
the program, and the amount, type, and pur-
pose of the equipment that was to be provided.

‘“‘(B) An explanation why the equipment is no
longer needed to support such program or an-
other program carried out pursuant to such sub-
section.”’.

SEC. 1204. MISSION TRAINING THROUGH DISTRIB-
UTED SIMULATION.

Section 346 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by striking the section designation and
heading and inserting the following:

“§346. Mission training of certain foreign
forces through distributed simulation and
networked technology to enhance military
interoperability and integration with
United States Armed Forces”;

(2) in subsection (a)—

(A) in the subsection heading, by inserting
“TRAINING AND’’ before ‘“DISTRIBUTION AUTHOR-
IZED’’;

(B) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by
striking ‘‘interoperability’ and inserting ‘‘inter-
operability and integration’’;

(C) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘persistent
advanced networked training and exercise ac-
tivities, also referred to as mission training
through distributed simulation, and other’’ be-
fore ‘‘electronically-distributed learning con-
tent”’; and

(D) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘computer
software” and inserting ‘‘hardware and soft-
ware’’; and

(3) in subsection (c)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by
striking ‘‘shall include’” and inserting ‘“‘may in-
clude’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

“(3) Persistent advanced networked training
and exercise activities.” .
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SEC. 1205. MODIFICATIONS TO SECURITY CO-
OPERATION WORKFORCE DEVELOP-
MENT PROGRAM AND ESTABLISH-
MENT OF DEFENSE SECURITY CO-
OPERATION UNIVERSITY.

(a) MODIFICATIONS TO PROGRAM.—Section 384
of title 10, United States Code, is amended—

(1) by amending subsection (c) to read as fol-
lows:

“(c) ELEMENTS.—The Program shall consist of
elements relating to the development and man-
agement of the security cooperation workforce
for the purposes specified in subsection (b), in-
cluding the following elements on training, cer-
tification, assignment, career development, and
tracking of personnel of the security cooperation
workforce:

‘(1) Establishment of a comprehensive system
to track and account for all Department of De-
fense personnel in the security cooperation
workforce, using systems of record in the mili-
tary departments, the Office of the Secretary of
Defense, the combatant commands, Defense
Agencies, Department of Defense Field Activi-
ties, and the National Guard.

““(2) Establishment of a management informa-
tion system, pursuant to regulations prescribed
by the Secretary of Defense, acting through the
Under Secretary of Defense for Policy and the
Director of the Defense Security Cooperation
Agency, to ensure that the all organizations and
elements of the Department provide standard-
ized information and data to the Secretary on
persons serving in Security cooperation posi-
tions. Such management information system
shall, at a minimum, provide for the collection
and retention of information concerning the
qualification, assignments, and tenure of per-
sons in the security cooperation workforce.

“(3) Implementation and management of the
security cooperation human capital initiative
under subsection (e).

‘“(4) Establishment of a defense security co-
operation service which shall include—

“(A) members of the armed forces and civil-
ians assigned to security cooperation organiza-
tions of United States missions overseas; and

“(B) personnel of the Department of Defense
performing functions in furtherance of section
515 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22
U.S.C. 23211).

“(5) Such other elements as the Secretary of
Defense determines appropriate.’’;

(2) in subsection (e)—

(A) in the subsection heading, by striking
“GUIDANCE’’ and inserting ‘‘SECURITY COOPERA-
TION HUMAN CAPITAL INITIATIVE’;

(B) by striking paragraphs (1) and (2) and in-
serting the following new paragraph:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall imple-
ment a security cooperation human capital ini-
tiative to identify, account for, and manage the
career progression of personnel in the security
cooperation workforce.”’;

(C) by striking “(3) SCOPE OF GUIDANCE.—The
guidance shall do the following’’ and inserting
“(2) ELEMENTS.—The security cooperation
human capital initiative shall do the fol-
lowing:”

(D) in paragraph (2) (as amended and redesig-
nated by subparagraph (C))—

(i) by striking subparagraph (E);

(ii) by redesignating subparagraphs (F)
through (H) as paragraphs (E) through (G), re-
spectively; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraphs:

“(H) Identify career paths that provide a com-
petency-based road map for security cooperation
employees to aid in their career planning and
professional development.

“(1) Develop a competency-based approach to
the security cooperation workforce that enables
components of the Department of Defense to in-
corporate competencies in recruitment and re-
tention tools such as job analysis, position de-
scriptions, vacancy announcements, selection
assessment questionnaires, and employee train-
ing and development plans.
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“(J) Align with the Department of Defense
and Defense Security Cooperation Agency stra-
tegic planning, budget process, performance
management goals, and metrics to ensure the
appropriate workforce mix and skill sets to ac-
complish the security cooperation mission.

‘“(K) Include assessment measures intended to
assess progress in implementing the security co-
operation workforce using results-oriented per-
formance measures.”’

(3) by redesignating subsections (f) through
(h) as subsections (g) through (i), respectively;
and

(4) by inserting after subsection (e) the fol-
lowing new subsection:

“(f) AUTHORITIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF
ASSISTANT SECRETARY.—Subject to the author-
ity, direction, and control of the Secretary of
Defense, the Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Strategy, Plans, and Capabilities shall—

“(1) carry out all powers, functions, and du-
ties of the Secretary of Defense with respect to
the security cooperation workforce in the De-
partment of Defense;

““(2) ensure that the policies of the Secretary
of Defense established in accordance with this
section are implemented throughout the Depart-
ment of Defense; and

“(3) prescribe policies and requirements for
the educational programs of the defense security
cooperation university structure established
under section 384a.”’.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF DEFENSE SECURITY CO-
OPERATION UNIVERSITY.—Subchapter VII of
chapter 16 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by inserting after section 384 the fol-
lowing new section:

“§384a. Defense security cooperation univer-
sity

‘““(a) DEFENSE SECURITY COOPERATION UNI-
VERSITY STRUCTURE.—The Secretary of Defense,
acting through the Under Secretary of Defense
for Policy and the Director of the Defense Secu-
rity Cooperation Agency, shall establish a struc-
ture for a defense security cooperation univer-
sity to provide for—

‘(1) the professional educational development
and training of the security cooperation work-
force;

“(2) research and analysis of defense security
cooperation policy issues from an academic per-
spective;

“(3) advancement of the profession of security
cooperation by serving as an intellectual home
for critical inquiry, research, knowledge, publi-
cation, and learning;

“(4) operation of university components
deemed necessary for the execution of the uni-
versity mission.

“(5) implementation and management of the
program under section 384(a) of this title; and

‘“(6) implementation of the security coopera-
tion human capital initiative required under
section 384(e) of this title to ensure the work-
force is appropriately educated, trained, and al-
located to execute its mission.

“(b) CIVILIAN FACULTY MEMBERS.—The Sec-
retary of Defense may employ civilian faculty
members at the Defense Security Cooperation
University pursuant to section 1595 of title 10,
United States Code.

““(c) COMPONENT INSTITUTIONS.—The defense
security cooperation university structure shall
include the School of Security Cooperation
Studies and the College of Strategic Security Co-
operation.

“(d) COOPERATIVE RESEARCH AND DEVELOP-
MENT AGREEMENTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In engaging in research
and development projects pursuant to subsection
(a) of section 4001 of this title by a contract, co-
operative agreement, or grant pursuant to sub-
section (b)(1) of such section, the Secretary may
enter into such contract or cooperative agree-
ment or award such grant through the Defense
Security Cooperation University.

““(2) LABORATORY STATUS.—The Defense Secu-
rity Cooperation University shall be considered
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a Government-operated Federal laboratory for
purposes of section 12 of the Stevenson-Wydler
Technology Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C.
3710a).

““(e) ACCEPTANCE OF RESEARCH GRANTS.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense,
acting through the Undersecretary of Defense
for Policy and the Director of the Defense Secu-
rity Cooperation Agency, may authorice the
President of the Defense Security Cooperation
University to accept qualifying research grants.
Any such grant may only be accepted if the
work under the grant is to be carried out by a
professor or instructor of the Defense Security
Cooperation University for a scientific, literary,
or educational purpose.

““(2) QUALIFYING GRANTS.—A qualifying re-
search grant under this section is a grant that
is awarded on a competitive basis by an entity
referred to in paragraph (3) for a research
project with a scientific, literary, or educational
purpose.

““(3) ENTITIES FROM WHICH GRANTS MAY BE AC-
CEPTED.—A grant may be accepted under this
section only from a corporation, fund, founda-
tion, educational institution, or similar entity
that is organized and operated primarily for sci-
entific, literary, or educational purposes.

““(4) ADMINISTRATION OF GRANT FUNDS.—The
Director of the Defense Security Cooperation
Agency shall establish an account for admin-
istering funds received as research grants under
this section. The President of the Defense Secu-
rity Cooperation University shall use the funds
in the account in accordance with applicable
provisions of the regulations and the terms and
condition of the grants received.

‘““(5) RELATED EXPENSES.—Subject to such limi-
tations as may be provided in appropriations
Acts, appropriations available for the Defense
Security Cooperation University may be used to
pay expenses incurred by such University in ap-
plying for, and otherwise pursuing, the award
of qualifying research grants.

‘““(6) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary of Defense,
through the Under Secretary of Defense for Pol-
icy and the Director of the Defense Security Co-
operation Agency, shall prescribe regulations for
the administration of this subsection.”’.

(c) DESIGNATION OF CENTER OF EXCELLENCE.—
Not later than January 1, 2025, the Secretary of
Defense shall designate the School of Security
Cooperation Studies or the College of Strategic
Security Cooperation of the Defense Security
Cooperation University to serve as a Foreign
Military Sales Center of Excellence for the fol-
lowing purposes:

(1) To improve the training and education of
personnel engaged in the planning and execu-
tion of foreign military sales.

(2) To conduct research and establish best
practices to ensure that foreign military sales
are timely and effective.

(3) To expand existing curriculum to ensure
that the relevant workforce is fully trained and
prepared to manage and execute foreign military
sales programs.

(d) IMPLEMENTATION OF DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION UNIVERSITY STRUCTURE.—

(1) PLAN REQUIRED.—The Secretary of De-
fense, acting through the Under Secretary of
Defense for Policy and the Director of the De-
fense Security Cooperation Agency, shall de-
velop an implementation plan for the structure
for a defense security cooperation university re-
quired under section 384a of title 10, United
States Code (as added by subsection (b)).

(2) ELEMENTS.—The implementation plan
under paragraph (1) shall provide for the fol-
lowing:

(A) Operation under a charter developed by
the Secretary of Defense.

(B) Establishment of a university mission to
achieve objectives formulated by the Secretary
of Defense. Such objectives shall include—

(i) the achievement of more efficient and effec-
tive use of available security cooperation re-
sources by coordinating Department of Defense
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security cooperation education and training
programs and tailoring those programs to sup-
port the careers of personnel in security co-
operation positions;

(ii) the development of education, training, re-
search, and publication capabilities in the area
of security cooperation; and

(iii) implementation of the security coopera-
tion human capital initiative required under
section 384(e) of title 10, United States Code (as
amended by subsection (a)) to ensure the work-
force is appropriately educated, trained, and al-
located to execute its mission.

(C) Establishment of appropriate lines of au-
thority (including relationships between the
university any existing security cooperation
education and training institutions and activi-
ties) and accountability for the accomplishment
of the university mission (as established by the
Secretary).

(D) A coherent framework for the educational
development of personnel in security coopera-
tion positions.

(E) Appropriate organizations, such as a pol-
icy guidance council, composed of senior De-
partment of Defense officials, to recommend or
establish policy, and a board of wvisitors, com-
posed of persons selected for their preeminence
in the fields of academia, business, and the de-
fense industry, to advise on organization man-
agement, curricula, methods of instruction, fa-
cilities, and other matters of interest to the uni-
versity.

(F) Implementation of the management infor-
mation system required under section 384(c)(2)
of title 10, United States Code (as added by sub-
section (a)), to address, with respect to the secu-
rity cooperation workforce:

(i) the exchange of human resource data elec-
tronically, leveraging automated and secure
real-time or near real-time interfaces between a
program-managed management information Sys-
tem and the human resource system of record of
the various components;

(ii) the technical expertise and business skills
to ensure the Department is able to manage the
full scope of chapter 16 of title 10, United States
Code including any and all reporting require-
ments while achieving best value for the expend-
iture of public resources;

(iii) the collection and retention of informa-
tion concerning the positions and billets;

(iv) the collection and retention of informa-
tion concerning the qualifications, assignments,
and tenure of persons currently in the security
cooperation workforce and alumni of the secu-
rity cooperation workforce who may return to
the security cooperation workforce;

(v) the chain of command within each organi-
zation that employs members of the security co-
operation workforce;

(vi) the full workforce (whether full-time or
part-time) engaged in planning, executing, and
managing—

(I) foreign military sales;

(II) end-use monitoring and the number of
hours of training and education provided with
respect to end-use monitoring laws, regulations,
principles, and practice; and

(I11) institutional capacity building and the
training and education provided to institutional
capacity building planners and practitioners.

(vii) measures to ensure the workforce de-
scribed in clause (vi) receives the appropriate
levels of training and education:

(viii) succession management
paths.

(ix) expenditures associated with recruiting,
retention, awards, and other incentives avail-
able to, and provided to, the security coopera-
tion workforce.

(xr) any other information necessary for the
Secretary of Defense to comply with the require-
ments of this section and the amendments made
by this section.

(G) Implementation of the defense security co-
operation service required under section
384(c)(4) of title 10, United States Code (as
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added by subsection (a)), including plans and
measures to address—

(i) the overall command and control relation-
ships and organizational construct of the de-
fense security cooperation service;

(ii) the anticipated number of personnel nec-
essary to manage the defense security coopera-
tion service at initial operating capacity and at
full operational capacity;

(iii) the conditions that define initial oper-
ating capacity and full operational capacity
and the anticipated dates at which the defense
security cooperation service is expected to reach
those milestones;

(iv) the number of military and civilian per-
sonnel working at embassies of the United
States abroad that will be incorporated into the
defense security cooperation service; and

(v) any additional authorities needed for the
effective implementation of the defense security
cooperation service.

(H) Requirements for each military depart-
ment, combatant command, Defense Agency,
Department of Defense Field Activity, or any
other organization of the Department managing
security cooperation workforce personnel to pro-
vide to the Defense Security Cooperation Agen-
cy, not later than July 1 of each year, a joint
table of distribution or equivalent formal man-
power document that—

(i) lists each position in the security coopera-
tion workforce of the organization concerned;
and

(ii) uniquely codes every position within com-
ponent manpower systems for the security co-
operation workforce.

(3) SUBMITTAL TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
90 days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Defense, acting through
the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy and
the Director of the Defense Security Cooperation
Agency, shall submit to the Committees on
Armed Services of the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives the implementation plan developed
under paragraph (1), including the charter re-
quired under paragraph (2)(4).

(4) DEADLINE FOR IMPLEMENTATION.—Not
later than 180 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense, act-
ing through the Under Secretary of Defense for
Policy and the Director of the Defense Security
Cooperation Agency, shall carry out the imple-
mentation plan developed under paragraph (1).

(e) REPORT ON SECURITY COOPERATION WORK-
FORCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than two years
after the date of the enactment of this Act, and
not less frequently than once every two years
thereafter, the Secretary of Defense shall submit
to the Committees on Armed Services of the Sen-
ate and the House of Representatives a report
on the Department of Defense security coopera-
tion workforce.

(2) ELEMENTS.—Each report under paragraph
(1) shall—

(A) identify current and projected security co-
operation workforce manpower requirements, in-
cluding expeditionary requirements within the
context of total force planning, needed to meet
the security cooperation mission;

(B) identify critical skill gaps (such as recruit-
ment in the existing or projected workforce) and
development of strategies to manage the security
cooperation workforce to address those gaps;

(C) address development, validation, imple-
mentation, and assessment of security coopera-
tion workforce and Department-wide com-
petencies for security cooperation and associ-
ated occupational series using the Department
taxonomy;

(D) produce a comparison between com-
petency proficiency levels against target pro-
ficiency levels at enterprise and individual levels
to identify competency gaps and gap closure
strategies, for competencies needed at the time
of the report and in the future;
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(E) identify any exceptions and waivers
granted with respect to the application of quali-
fication, assignment, and tenure policies, proce-
dures, and practices to persons, billets or posi-
tions;

(F) indicate relative promotion rates for secu-
rity cooperation workforce personnel; and

(G) include any other matters the Secretary of
Defense determines appropriate.

(f) COMPTROLLER GENERAL EVALUATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General of
the United States shall conduct an independent
evaluation of the actions taken by the Secretary
of Defense to carry out the requirements of this
section and the amendments made by this sec-
tion.

(2) REPORT.—Not later than two years after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General shall submit to the Committees
on Armed Services of the Senate and House of
Representatives a report on the evaluation con-
ducted under paragraph (1). Such report shall
include—

(A) an analysis of the effectiveness of the ac-
tions taken by the Secretary to carry out the re-
quirements of this section and the amendments
made by this section; and

(B) such legislative and administrative rec-
ommendations as the Comptroller General con-
siders appropriate to meet the objectives of this
section and the amendments made by this sec-
tion.

SEC. 1206. REQUIREMENT FOR MILITARY EXER-
CISES.

(a) EXERCISES REQUIRED.—Beginning on Jan-
uary 1 of the year which begins after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Defense shall require the United States Central
Command or other relevant commands, units, or
organizations of the United States Armed
Forces, as the Secretary deems appropriate, to
conduct military exercises that—

(1) occur not fewer than two times in a cal-
endar year;

(2) shall include invitations for the armed
forces of Israel, provided that the Government of
Israel consents to the participation of its forces
in such exercises;

(3) may include invitations for the armed
forces of other allies and partners of the United
States to take part in the exercises;

(4) seek to enhance the interoperability and
effectiveness of the United States Armed Forces,
the armed forces of Israel, and the armed forces
of other allies and partners of the United States
in coalition operations; and

(5) shall include, at a minimum, the following
activities—

(A) practicing or simulating large-scale and
long-range strike missions;

(B) practicing the aerial refueling of combat
aircraft of the armed forces of Israel by United
States aerial refueling aircraft; and

(C) practicing the provision by the United
States Armed Forces of other enabling capabili-
ties to the armed forces of Israel, including—

(i) logistics support;

(ii) intelligence, surveillance, and reconnais-
sance; and

(iii) air defense.

(b) SUNSET.—The requirements in subsection
(a) shall terminate one year after the date of the
enactment of this Act.

(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate congressional committees’ means—

(1) the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives; and

(2) the Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate.

SEC. 1207. REPORT ON END-USE MONITORING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall submit
to the appropriate congressional committees a
report on Department of Defense and Depart-
ment of State procedures related to alleged vio-
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lations of requirements imposed by the United
States Government with respect to use, trans-
fers, and security of defense articles and defense
services provided to foreign countries pursuant
to—

(1) section 333 of title 10, United States Code
(relating to authority to build the capacity of
foreign security forces) or any other authority
of the Department of Defense to provide defense
items to foreign countries; and

(2) Foreign Military Sales under section 36 of
the Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2776).

(b) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—The report re-
quired by subsection (a) shall include the fol-
lowing:

(1) The extent to which the Department of De-
fense and the Department of State coordinate to
track, report, and investigate violations de-
scribed in subsection (a).

(2) Any findings of Department of Defense or
Department of State investigations of such vio-
lations and the actions taken in response to
such findings.

(3) The extent to which the Department of De-
fense and the Department of State have identi-
fied lessons learned or designated areas for in-
creased monitoring as a result of such investiga-
tions.

(4) The extent to which the Department of De-
fense and the Department of State have estab-
lished expectations in policy and in transfer
agreements regarding what would constitute
such violations.

(5) Any lessons learned on end-use monitoring
with respect to the conflict in Ukraine and the
feasibility to apply such lessons to other regions
affected by conflict.

(6) Any other matters determined to be appro-
priate by the Comptroller General.

(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate congressional committees’ means—

(1) the Committee on Armed Services and the
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives; and

(2) the Committee on Armed Services and the
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate.
SEC. 1208. REPORT ON ENHANCED END-USE MON-

ITORING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall submit
to the appropriate congressional committees a
report on enhanced end-use monitoring of de-
fense items provided to foreign countries pursu-
ant to—

(1) section 333 of title 10, United States Code
(relating to authority to build the capacity of
foreign security forces) or any other authority
of the Department of Defense to provide defense
items to foreign countries; and

(2) Foreign Military Sales under section 36 of
the Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2776).

(b) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—The report re-
quired by subsection (a) shall include the fol-
lowing:

(1) A description of the Department of De-
fense’s process for determining the items subject
to enhanced end-use monitoring and the factors
the Department considers in designating items
for such monitoring.

(2) The extent to which, and how, the Depart-
ment of Defense coordinates with the Depart-
ment of State and other agencies in designating
items for such monitoring.

(3) The extent to which the Department of De-
fense considers changing conditions in a coun-
try or region in designating items for such moni-
toring.

(4) The extent to which security cooperation
organizations at United States diplomatic mis-
sions overseas completed such monitoring as re-
quired by Department of Defense policy in each
of the fiscal years 2018 through 2022.

(5) Any lessons learned on such monitoring
with respect to the conflict in Ukraine and the
feasibility to apply such lessons to other regions
affected by conflict.

H3315

(6) Any other matters determined to be appro-
priate by the Comptroller General.

(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate congressional committees’ means—

(1) the Committee on Armed Services and the
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives; and

(2) the Committee on Armed Services and the
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate.
SEC. 1209. REPORT ON PARTNER COUNTRY

FORCES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report that—

(1) specifies the number of partner countries
whose military forces have participated in secu-
rity cooperation training or equipping programs
or received security assistance training or equip-
ping authorized under the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151 et seq.) or chapter 16
of title 10, United States Code; and

(2) lists each instance, during the period be-
ginning on January 1, 2000, and ending on the
date of the submission of the report, in which a
unit of a foreign military force trained or
equipped wunder the authorities specified in
paragraph (1) subsequently engaged in a coup,
insurrection, or action to overthrow a democrat-
ically-elected government, or attempted any
such action.

(b) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate congressional committees’ means—

(1) the Committee on Armed Services and the
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives; and

(2) the Committee on Armed Services and the
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate.

Subtitle B—Matters Relating to the Middle
East and Central Asia
EXTENSION OF CROSS-SERVICING
AGREEMENTS FOR LOAN OF PER-
SONNEL PROTECTION AND PER-
SONNEL SURVIVABILITY EQUIPMENT
IN COALITION OPERATIONS.

Section 1207(f) of the Carl Levin and Howard
P. “Buck’ McKeon National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 (Public Law
113-291; 10 U.S.C. 2342 note) is amended by
striking ‘‘December 31, 2024’ and inserting ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2029”°.

SEC. 1212. MODIFICATION OF QUARTERLY RE-
PORTS ON EX-GRATIA PAYMENTS.

Subsection (h)(2) of section 1213 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2020 (10 U.S.C. 2731 note) is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding subparagraph (4),
by striking “With respect to a preceding 90-day
period in which no ex gratia payments were
made’ and inserting ‘‘The status of all other
pending ex gratia payments or requests, includ-
ing’’;

(2) in subparagraph (A), by striking *; or
and inserting ‘‘; and’’;

(3) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) (as
amended) and (B) as subparagraphs (D) and
(E), respectively; and

(4) by inserting before subparagraph (D), as so
redesignated, the following:

““(A) when any such request was made;

‘““(B) what steps the Department is taking to
respond to the request;

‘“(C) whether the Department denied any re-
quests for any such payment, along with the
reason for such denial;”’.

SEC. 1213. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF
AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE ASSIST-
ANCE TO VETTED SYRIAN GROUPS
AND INDIVIDUALS.

(a) EXTENSION.—Subsection (a) of section 1209
of the Carl Levin and Howard P. ‘“‘Buck’
McKeon National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2015 (Public Law 113-291; 128 Stat.
3559) is amended in the matter preceding para-
graph (1) by striking ‘‘December 31, 2023 and
inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024°°.

SEC. 1211.
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(b) SUNSET.—Subsection (1)(3)(D) of such sec-
tion is amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 2023’
and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024°°.

SEC. 1214. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF
AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE ASSIST-
ANCE TO COUNTER THE ISLAMIC
STATE OF IRAQ AND SYRIA.

(a) EXTENSION.—Subsection (a) of section 1236
of the Carl Levin and Howard P. ‘“Buck”
McKeon National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2015 (Public Law 113-291; 128 Stat.
3559) is amended in the matter preceding para-
graph (1) by striking ‘‘December 31, 2023 and
inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024°°.

(b) FUNDING.—Subsection (g) of such section is
amended by striking ‘‘Overseas Contingency
Operations for fiscal year 2023, there are au-
thorized to be appropriated $358,000,000”° and
inserting ‘‘fiscal year 2024, there are authorized
to be appropriated $241,950,000°°.

(c) SUNSET.—Subsection (0)(5) of such section
is amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 2023 and
inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024°°.

SEC. 1215. PLAN OF ACTION TO EQUIP AND TRAIN
IRAQI SECURITY FORCES AND KURD-
ISH PESHMERGA FORCES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than February 1,
2024, the Secretary of Defense, in consultation
with the Secretary of State, shall develop a plan
of action to equip and train Iraqi security forces
and Kurdish Peshmerga forces to defend against
attack by missiles, rockets, and unmanned sys-
tems. The plan of action shall be based on and
informed by the results of the report submitted
by the Secretary of Defense pursuant to section
1237 of the James M. Inhofe National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public
Law 117-263; 136 Stat. 2839).

(b) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—The plan re-
quired by subsection (a) shall include the fol-
lowing:

(1) The provision of available equipment to
Iraq and the Iraqi Kurdistan Region to counter
the air and missile threats addressed in the re-
port, to include air defense systems, to counter
attack by missiles, rockets, and unmanned sys-
tems.

(2) The provision of appropriate training of
Iraqi security forces and Kurdish Peshmerga
forces to support fielding and operational em-
ployment of the available equipment described
in paragraph (1).

(c) IMPLEMENTATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall begin implementation of the plan required
by subsection (a) not later than 90 days after
development of the plan.

(2) WAIVER.—The Secretary of Defense may
delay implementation of the plan required by
subsection (a) if such implementation would ad-
versely impact United States stocks and readi-
ness.

(3) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.—If the Sec-
retary of Defense exercises the waiver authority
under paragraph (2), the Secretary shall—

(4) notify the congressional defense commit-
tees of the exercise of such authority and the
reason therefor not later than 10 days prior to
the exercise of such authority; and

(B) notify the congressional defense commit-
tees of the exercise of such authority every 30
days thereafter until implementation of the plan
required by subsection (a) begins.

(d) CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFING.—Not later than
July 1, 2024, the Secretary of Defense should
provide to the congressional defense committees
a briefing on progress of the air defense equip-
ping and training effort against the air and mis-
sile threat to Iraq, including in the Iraqi
Kurdistan Region.

SEC. 1216. EXTENSION OF UNITED STATES-
ISRAEL ANTI-TUNNEL COOPERA-
TION.

Section 1279(f) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016 (Public Law
114-92; 129 Stat. 1079; 22 U.S.C. 8606 note) is
amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 2024’ and
inserting ‘‘December 31, 2026.
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SEC. 1217. PLAN TO ENABLE ISRAEL TO GAIN OB-
SERVER STATUS IN THE EURO-NATO
JOINT JET PILOT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM.

Not later than 180 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense
shall develop a plan to enable Israel to gain ob-
server status in the Euro-NATO Joint Jet Pilot
Training Program (ENJJPT).

SEC. 1218. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF
ANNUAL REPORT ON MILITARY
POWER OF IRAN.

(a) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—Subsection (b)
of section 1245 of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2010 (Public Law
111-84) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2)(D), by inserting after
“Iran’s conventional forces’ the following:
“and Iran’s unconventional or parallel military
forces”’;

(2) in paragraph (4)—

(A) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘missile
launch sites’” and inserting ‘‘missile launch and
storage sites’’;

(B) in subparagraph (C), by striking *;
at the end;

(C) in subparagraph (D), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting a semicolon; and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

“(E) an assessment of Iran’s space launch ve-
hicle program and the ability of Iran to use
those technologies to develop and field an inter-
continental ballistic missile; and

“(F) a detailed analysis of the effectiveness of
Iran’s drone forces.”’;

(3) in paragraph (7), by inserting ‘‘the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China,”’ before “Cuba’’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

“(9) An assessment of groups that are sup-
ported by Iran and designated by the United
States as foreign terrorist organizations and re-
gional military groups, including Hezbollah,
Hamas, the Houthis, and the Special Groups in
Iraq, in particular those forces as having been
assessed as to be willing to carry out terrorist
operations on behalf of Iran.

““(10) An assessment of how Iran would utilize
additional resources to further activities de-
scribed in paragraphs (1) through (9).”.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—Subsection (c)(1)(B) of such
section is amended to read as follows:

“(B) includes all branches and sub-branches
of Iran’s national army or Artesh, such as its
ground forces, air force, navy, and air defense
forces as well as most branches of its parallel
military, and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps excluding its Quds-Force.”.

SEC. 1219. PROHIBITION ON TRANSPORTING CUR-
RENCY TO THE TALIBAN AND THE IS-
LAMIC EMIRATE OF AFGHANISTAN.

None of the amounts authorized to be appro-
priated by this Act or otherwise made available
to the Department of Defense may be made
available for the operation of any aircraft of the
Department of Defense to transport currency or
other items of value to the Taliban, the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan, or any subsidiary,
agent, or instrumentality of either the Taliban
or the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan.

SEC. 1220. MODIFICATIONS TO THE OFFICE OF
THE SPECIAL INSPECTOR GENERAL
FOR AFGHANISTAN RECONSTRUC-
TION.

Section 1229(m)(1)(B) of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008 (Public
Law 110-181; 5 App.) is amended by striking
“the reconstruction of Afghanistan’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘assistance for the benefit of the Afghan
people’.

Subtitle C—Matters Relating to Ukraine
SEC. 1221. DIRECT HIRE AUTHORITY FOR CER-
TAIN PERSONNEL OF THE OFFICE OF
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.

Section 9905 of title 5, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following:

““(d) INSPECTOR GENERAL OF THE DEPARTMENT
OF DEFENSE.—

and”
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‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Inspector General of
the Department of Defense, in connection with
the Inspector General’s oversight of United
States support and activities carried out in re-
sponse to Russia’s further invasion of Ukraine,
may select, appoint, and employ, without regard
to the provisions of subchapter I of chapter 33
(other than sections 3303 and 3328 of such chap-
ter), qualified candidates to any of positions in
the Office of Inspector General involved in or
for the conduct of reviews, audits, evaluations,
inspections, and investigations with respect to
oversight of such support and activities, includ-
ing—

“(A) financial management, accounting, au-
diting, actuarial, cost estimation, or operational
research; and

‘““(B) scientific, technology, technical, engi-
neering, data science, or mathematics.

““(2) SUNSET.—The authority provided under
this subsection shall expire on the later of—

‘““(A) the date established under subsection
(b)(1); or

‘““(B) the end of the first fiscal year in which
the total amount appropriated for United States
support and activities carried out in response to
Russia’s further invasion of Ukraine, including
amounts made available for the reconstruction
of Ukraine, is less than $1,000,000,000.°".

SEC. 1222. SPECIAL INSPECTOR GENERAL FOR
UKRAINE ASSISTANCE.

(a) OFFICE OF SPECIAL INSPECTOR GENERAL.—
There is established the Office of the Special In-
spector General for Ukraine Assistance to pro-
vide for the oversight of independent and objec-
tive conduct and supervision of audits and in-
vestigations relating to the programs and oper-
ations funded with amounts appropriated or
otherwise made available to the Government of
Ukraine to defeat the Russian invasion.

(b) APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL INSPECTOR GEN-
ERAL; REMOVAL.—

(1) APPOINTMENT.—The head of the Office of
the Special Inspector General for Ukraine As-
sistance shall be known as the Special Inspector
General for Ukraine Assistance (in this section
referred to as the ‘‘Special Inspector General’),
who shall be designated by the President.

(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—The appointment of the
Special Inspector General shall be made solely
on the basis of integrity and demonstrated abil-
ity in accounting, auditing, financial analysis,
law, management analysis, public administra-
tion, or investigations.

(3) SELECTION.—The Special Inspector General
may be a member of the civil service or Foreign
Service and may be selected from among the of-
fices of the Inspectors General.

(4) DEADLINE FOR APPOINTMENT.—The ap-
pointment of an individual as Special Inspector
General shall be made not later than 30 days
after the date of enactment of this Act.

(5) PROHIBITION ON POLITICAL ACTIVITIES.—
For purposes of section 7324 of title 5, United
States Code, the Special Inspector General shall
not be considered an employee who determines
policies to be pursued by the United States in
the nationwide administration of Federal law.

(6) REMOVAL.—The Inspectors General shall
be removable from office in accordance with the
provisions of section 403(b) of title 5, United
States Code.

(c) SUPERVISION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Special Inspector Gen-
eral shall report directly to, and be under the
general supervision of, the Secretary of State
and the Secretary of Defense.

(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
section may be construed to limit the ability of
the Inspectors General to enter into agreements
to conduct joint audits, inspections, or inves-
tigations in the exercise of their oversight re-
sponsibilities in accordance with this section
with respect to Ukraine.

(d) DUTIES.—The duties of the Special Inspec-
tor General are as follows:



July 12, 2023

(1) To appoint, from among the offices of the
Inspectors General, an Assistant Inspector Gen-
eral, who shall supervise auditing and inves-
tigative activities and assist the Special Inspec-
tor General in the discharge of responsibilities
under this subsection.

(2) To develop and carry out, in coordination
with the offices of the Inspectors General, a
joint strategic plan to conduct comprehensive
oversight of all military and nonmilitary United
States support for Ukraine.

(3) To apply key lessons from prior oversight
work, in coordination with the offices of the In-
spectors General, to Ukraine response programs
and operations to minimize waste, fraud, and
abuse.

(4) With respect to military and nonmilitary
United States support for Ukraine—

(4) to ensure, through joint or individual au-
dits, inspections, and investigations, inde-
pendent and effective oversight of—

(i) all funds appropriated or otherwise made
available for such support; and

(ii) the programs, operations, and contracts
carried out using such funds; and

(B) to review and ascertain the accuracy of
information provided by Federal agencies relat-
ing to—

(i) obligations and expenditures;

(ii) costs of programs and projects;

(iii) accountability of funds;

(iv) the tracking and monitoring of all lethal
and nonlethal security assistance and compli-
ance with end-use certification requirements;
and

(v) the award and execution of major con-
tracts, grants, and agreements in Ssupport of
Ukraine.

(4) To employ, or authorize the employment by
the Inspectors General, on a temporary basis
using the authorities in section 3161 of title 5,
United States Code (without regard to sub-
section (b)(2) of such section), such auditors, in-
vestigators, and other personnel as the Special
Inspector General considers appropriate to car-
rying out the duties described in this subsection.

(5) To carry out such other responsibilities re-
lating to the coordination and efficient and ef-
fective discharge by the Inspectors General of
duties relating to United States military and
nonmilitary support for Ukraine as the Special
Inspector General shall specify.

(6) To discharge the responsibilities under this
subsection in a manner consistent with the au-
thorities and requirements of this section and
the authorities and requirements applicable to
the Inspectors General under chapter 4 of title 5,
United States Code.

(e) DEPLOYMENT OF SPECIAL INSPECTOR GEN-
ERAL STAFF.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Office of the Special In-
spector General for Ukraine shall maintain a
presence of at least 1 individual in the country
of Ukraine at all times.

(2) EVACUTION PLAN.—The Special Inspector
General shall coordinate with the appropriate
chief of mission for this purpose and shall main-
tain a plan to evacuate personnel should it be
required.

(3) NOTICE AND JUSTIFICATION.—To any extent
that the Special Inspector General determines
that the Office of the Special Inspector General
cannot maintain such a presence in Ukraine,
the Special Inspector General shall notify the
appropriate congressional committees in writing
within 7 days of such determination, along with
a justification for why the presence could not be
maintained.

(f) REPORTS.—

(1) QUARTERLY REPORTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days after
the end of each fiscal-year quarter, the Special
Inspector General shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report summa-
ricing with respect to that quarter and, to the
extent possible, the period from the end of such
quarter to the date on which the report is sub-
mitted, the activities of the Special Inspector
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General with respect to programs and operations
funded with amounts appropriated or otherwise
made available for military and nonmilitary
support for Ukraine.

(B) ELEMENTS.—Each report required by sub-
paragraph (A) shall include, for the period cov-
ered by the report—

(i) a description of any identified waste,
fraud, or abuse with respect to programs and
operations funded with amounts appropriated
or otherwise made available for the military and
nonmilitary support of Ukraine;

(ii) a description of the status and results of—

(I) investigations, inspections, and audits;
and

(11) referrals to the Department of Justice;

(iii) a description of the overall plans for re-
view by the Inspectors General of such support
of Ukraine, including plans for investigations,
inspections, and audits; and

(iv) an evaluation of the compliance of the
Government of Ukraine with all requirements
for receiving United States funds, including a
description of any area of concern with respect
to the ability of the Government of Ukraine to
achieve such compliance.

(2) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Special In-
spector General shall publish on a publicly
available internet website each report required
by paragraph (1) in English and any other lan-
guage the Special Inspector General determines
is widely used and understood in Ukraine.

(3) FOrRM.—Each report required by this sub-
section shall be submitted in unclassified form,
but may include a classified annex if the Special
Inspector General considers it necessary.

(4) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
subsection may be construed to authorize the
public disclosure of information that is—

(A) specifically prohibited from disclosure by
any other provision of law;

(B) specifically required by Executive order to
be protected from disclosure in the interest of
national defense or national security or in the
conduct of foreign affairs; or

(C) a part of an ongoing criminal investiga-
tion.

(9) PUBLICATION OF UNITED STATES MILITARY
AND NONMILITARY ASSISTANCE TO UKRAINE.—
Not later than 30 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the President, acting through
the Secretary of Defense and Secretary of State,
shall publish a comprehensive accounting of
amounts appropriated or otherwise made avail-
able by the United States for military and non-
military support for Ukraine on a publicly
available website of the United States Govern-
ment.

(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “‘amounts appropriated or other-
wise made available for the military and non-
military support of Ukraine’ means—

(A) amounts appropriated or otherwise made
available on or after January 1, 2022, for—

(i) the Ukraine Security Assistance Initiative
under section 1250 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016 (Public Law
114-92; 129 Stat. 1608);

(ii) any foreign military financing accessed by
the Government of Ukraine;

(iii) the presidential drawdown authority
under section 506(a) of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2318(a));

(iv) the defense institution building program
under section 332 of title 10, United States Code;

(v) the building partner capacity program
under section 333 of title 10, United States Code;

(vi) the international military education and
training program of the Department of State;
and

(vii) the United States European Command;
and

(B) amounts appropriated or otherwise made
available on or after January 1, 2022, for the
military, economic, reconstruction, or humani-
tarian support of Ukraine under any account or
for any purpose not described in subparagraph
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(2) The term ‘“‘appropriate congressional com-
mittees’” means—

(A) the Committee on Appropriations, the
Committee on Armed Services, the Committee on
Foreign Relations, and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of the
Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Appropriations, the
Committee on Armed Services, the Committee on
Foreign Affairs, and the Committee on Over-
sight and Accountability of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

(3) The term ‘‘Inspectors General’’ means the
following:

(A) The Inspector General of the Department
of Defense.

(B) The Inspector General of the Department
of State.

(C) The Inspector General of the United States
Agency for International Development.

(i) TERMINATION.—The Office of the Special
Inspector General for Ukraine Assistance shall
terminate 180 days after the date on which
amounts appropriated or otherwise made avail-
able for the military and nonmilitary support of
Ukraine are less than the amounts that were ap-
propriated or otherwise available for the mili-
tary and nonmilitary support of Ukraine on
February 24, 2022.

SEC. 1223. EXTENSION OF UKRAINE SECURITY AS-
SISTANCE INITIATIVE.

Section 1250 of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2016 (Public Law
114-92; 129 Stat. 1068) is amended—

(1) in subsection (f)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by
striking ‘‘for overseas contingency operations’’;
and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

““(9) For fiscal year 2024, $300,000,000.”’; and

(2) in subsection (h), by striking ‘‘December
31, 2024°° and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2025°°.
SEC. 1224. EXTENSION OF LEND-LEASE AUTHOR-

ITY TO UKRAINE.

Section 2(a)(1) of the Ukraine Democracy De-
fense Lend-Lease Act of 2022 (Public Law 117-
118; 136 Stat. 1184) is amended by striking ‘‘fis-
cal years 2022 and 2023 and inserting ‘‘fiscal
years 2022 through 2024°°.

SEC. 1225. PLAN AND REPORT RELATING TO AL-
LIED AND PARTNER SUPPORT TO
UKRAINE.

(a) PLAN AND REPORTS REQUIRED.—The Sec-
retary of Defense shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees—

(1) a plan to encourage increased total con-
tributions made by allied and partner countries
to meet the military contributions of the United
States; and

(2) every 90 days after the submission of the
plan described in paragraph (1) until the date
described in subsection (¢)—

(A) a report on all contributions to Ukraine in
absolute and relative terms, disaggregated by
country, in the preceding 90-day period; and

(B) an update on efforts under the such plan.

(b) FORM.—The report required under sub-
section (a)(2) shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but may include a classified annezx.

(c) SUNSET.—The reporting requirement in
subsection (a)(2) shall terminate on the earlier
of—

(1) the date that is 180 days after the date on
which amounts appropriated or otherwise made
available for the support of Ukraine are less
than the amounts that were appropriated or
otherwise made available for the support of
Ukraine on February 24, 2022; or

(2) December 31, 2025.

Subtitle D—Matters Relating to Russia,
Europe, and NATO
SEC. 1231. STATEMENT OF POLICY RELATING TO
NATO-RUSSIA FOUNDING ACT.

It is the policy of the United States that the
agreement titled ‘‘Founding Act on Mutual Re-
lations, Cooperation and Security between
NATO and the Russian Federation’, done at
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Paris on May 27, 1997 (commonly referred to as
the “NATO-Russia Founding Act’’), does not—

(1) prohibit the establishment of a permanent
presence of the United States Armed Forces in
Europe; or

(2) constrain in any manner the deployment
of United States Armed Forces or North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) forces.

SEC. 1232. STRATEGY TO DELAY, DISRUPT, AND
DEGRADE ROSATOM’S PROLIFERA-
TION ACTIVITIES AND OTHER REV-
ENUE STREAMS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the following:

(1) Russia’s state-owned nuclear energy cor-
poration, Rosatom, is providing the People’s Re-
public of China highly enriched wuranium for
Chinese Communist Party fast-breeder reactors.

(2) The Department of Defense’s 2022 report to
Congress on the Military and Security Develop-
ments Involving the People’s Republic of China
noted the key role that increased weapons-grade
plutonium production is key to China’s nuclear
program, stating: ‘“‘“The PRC is also supporting
this expansion by increasing its capacity to
produce and separate plutonium by constructing
fast breeder reactors and reprocessing facili-
ties.”’. The report also cites the CFR-600 reactors
and notes that each reactor will be capable of
producing ‘‘enough plutonium for dozens of nu-
clear warheads annually’. This buildup puts
China in violation of Article VI of the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, re-
quiring states to make good-faith efforts to cease
an arms race and to engage in good-faith arms
control negotiations.

(3) There are also credible reports that ‘‘Rus-
sia’s state nuclear power conglomerate has been
working to supply the Russian arms industry
with components, technology and raw materials
for missile(s)”’. Specifically, a letter from a
Rosatom department chief, dated October 2022,
shows Rosatom offering to provide goods to Rus-
sian military units and to Russian weapons
manufacturers that are under sanctions.

(4) The United States Government has taken
steps against Rosatom, such as sanctioning
three Rosatom subsidiaries on February 24, 2023,
and speaking out publicly against Rosatom’s be-
havior.

(5) Assistant Secretary of Defense for Space
Policy, Dr. John F. Plumb, testified before the
House Armed Services Subcommittee on Stra-
tegic Forces on March 8, 2023, that ‘‘It’s very
troubling to see Russia and China cooperating
on this .. .They may have talking points
around it, but there’s no getting around the fact
that breeder reactors are plutonium, and pluto-
nium is for weapons. So, I think the [Defense]
Department is concerned. And of course, it
matches our concerns about China’s increased
expansion of its nuclear forces as well, because
you need more plutonium for more weapons.’’.

(b) STRATEGY.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense, in coordination with the Sec-
retary of State, the Secretary of the Treasury,
and the Secretary of Energy, with the assistance
of the Director of National Intelligence, shall
submit to the appropriate congressional commit-
tees a strategy to delay, disrupt, and degrade
Rosatom’s and other Russian state-owned enti-
ties’ proliferation activities and other revenue
streams that directly fund Russia’s military
forces.

(¢) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES
DEFINED.—In subsection (b), the term ‘“‘appro-
priate congressional committees’ means—

(1) the Committee on Armed Services, the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce, the Committee on Financial
Services, and the Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence of the House of Representatives;
and

(2) the Committee on Armed Services, the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources, the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs, and the
Select Committee on Intelligence of the Senate.
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SEC. 1233. BALTIC SECURITY INITIATIVE.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) supporting and strengthening the security
of the Baltic states of Estonia, Latvia, and Lith-
uania is in the national security interests of the
United States;

(2) the United States and the Baltic states are
leaders in the mission of defending independ-
ence and democracy from aggression and in pro-
moting stability and security within the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), with
non-NATO partners, and with other inter-
national organizations such as the European
Union;

(3) the Baltic states are model NATO allies in
terms of burden sharing, investing over 2 per-
cent of their gross domestic product on defense
expenditure, allocating over 20 percent of their
defense budgets on capital modernization,
matching security assistance from the United
States, frequently deploying their forces around
the world in support of allied and United States
objectives, and sharing diplomatic, technical,
military, and analytical expertise on defense
and security matters;

(4) the United States should pursue consistent
efforts focused on defense and security assist-
ance, coordination, and planning, such as the
United States Baltic Dialogue, designed to en-
sure the continued security of the Baltic states
and on deterring current and future challenges
to the national sovereignty of United States al-
lies and partners in the Baltic region;

(5) the Secretary of Defense and Secretary of
State should seek to require matching funds
from those Baltic states in amounts commensu-
rate with amounts provided.

(b) STRATEGY.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense, with the concurrence of the
Secretary of State, shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report setting
forth a strategy to deepen security cooperation
with the Baltic states of Estonia, Latvia, and
Lithuania to—

(1) achieve United States national security
strategy objectives;

(2) enhance regional planning and coopera-
tion among Baltic states, particularly with re-
spect to long-term regional capability projects;
and

(3) enhance the Baltic states’ defenses and re-
siliency.

(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate congressional committees’ means—

(1) the Committee on Armed Services and the
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives; and

(2) the Committee on Armed Services and the
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate.
SEC. 1234. PROHIBITION ON NEW START TREATY

INFORMATION SHARING.

(a) PROHIBITION.—None of the funds author-
ized to be appropriated by this Act or otherwise
made available for fiscal year 2024 for the De-
partment of Defense may be used to provide the
Russian Federation with notifications as re-
quired by the New START Treaty.

(b) WAIVER.—The Secretary of Defense may
waive the prohibition in subsection (a) on a
case-by-case basis if the Secretary of Defense
certifies to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees in writing, 30 days in advance of exer-
cising such a waiver, that—

(1) the waiver is in the national security inter-
est of the United States; and

(2) the Russian Federation is providing similar
information to the United States as required by
the New START Treaty.

(¢c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term “‘appropriate congressional com-
mittees’’ means—

(A) the Committee on Armed Services and the
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives; and

(B) the Committee on Armed Services and the
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate;
and
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(2) the term “New START Treaty’ means the
Treaty between the United States of America
and the Russian Federation on Measures for the
Further Reduction and Limitation of Strategic
Offensive Arms, signed at Prague April 8, 2010,
and entered into force February 5, 2011.

Subtitle E—Matters Relating to the Armed
Forces Abroad and the Authorities of the
Department of Defense

SEC. 1241. REPORT ON HOSTILITIES INVOLVING

UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 48 hours
after any incident in which the United States
Armed Forces are involved in an attack or hos-
tilities, whether in an offensive or defensive ca-
pacity, the President shall transmit to the con-
gressional defense committees, the Committee on
Foreign Relations of the Senate, and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on the incident, unless the
President—

(1) otherwise reports the incident within 48
hours pursuant to section 4 of the War Powers
Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1543); or

(2) has determined prior to the incident, and
so reported pursuant to section 1264 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2018 (50 U.S.C. 1549), that the United
States Armed Forces involved in the incident
would be operating under specific statutory au-
thorization within the meaning of section 5(b) of
the War Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1544(b)).

(b) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—Each report
required by subsection (a) shall include—

(1) the statutory and operational authorities
under which the United States Armed Forces
were operating when the incident occurred, in-
cluding any relevant executive orders and an
identification of the operational activities au-
thorized under any such executive orders;

(2) the date, location, and duration of the in-
cident and the other parties involved;

(3) a description of the United States Armed
Forces involved in the incident and the mission
of such Armed Forces;

(4) the numbers of any combatant casualties
and civilian casualties that occurred as a result
of the incident; and

(5) any other information the President deter-
mines appropriate.

(c) FORM.—Each report required by subsection
(a) shall be submitted in unclassified form, but
may include a classified annex.

SEC. 1242. PROTECTION AND LEGAL PREPARED-

NESS FOR SERVICEMEMBERS
ABROAD.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense, in
coordination with the Secretary of State, shall
seek to ensure that members of the Armed Forces
stationed in each foreign country with which
the United States maintains a Status of Forces
Agreement are afforded, at a minimum:

(1) the right to legal counsel for his or her de-
fense, in accordance with the Status of Forces
Agreement or other binding law or agreement
with another country;

(2) access to competent language translation
services;

(3) a prompt and speedy trial;

(4) the right to be confronted with the wit-
nesses against him or her; and

(5) a compulsory process for obtaining wit-
nesses in his or her favor if they are within the
foreign country’s jurisdiction.

(b) REVIEW REQUIRED.—Not later than Decem-
ber 31, 2024, the Secretary of Defense, in collabo-
ration with the Secretary of State, shall—

(1) review the 10 largest foreign countries by
United States Armed Forces presence and evalu-
ate local legal systems, protections afforded by
bilateral agreements between the United States
and countries being evaluated, and how the
rights and privileges afforded under such agree-
ments may differ from United States law,; and

(2) brief the Committee on Armed Services and
the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House
of Representatives and the Committee on Armed
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Services and the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate on the findings of the re-
view.

(c) TRAINING REQUIRED.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall review and improve as necessary
training and educational materials for members
of the Armed Forces, their spouses, and depend-
ents, as appropriate, who are stationed in a
country reviewed pursuant to subsection (b)(1)
regarding relevant foreign laws, how such for-
eign laws may differ from the laws of the United
States, and the rights of accused in common sce-
narios under such foreign laws.

(d) TRANSLATION STANDARDS AND READI-
NESS.—The Secretary of Defense, in coordina-
tion with the Secretary of State, shall review
foreign language standards for servicemembers
and employees of the Department of Defense
and Department of State who are responsible for
providing foreign language translation services
in situations involving foreign law enforcement
where a servicemember may be being detained,
to ensure such persons maintain an appropriate
proficiency in the legal terminology and mean-
ing of essential terms in a relevant language.
SEC. 1243. PROHIBITION ON FUNDING FOR THE

GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT CENTER.

None of the amounts authorized to be appro-
priated to the Department of Defense or other-
wise made available by this Act may be made
available for the Global Engagement Center es-
tablished pursuant to section 1287 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2017 (22 U.S.C. 2656 note).

SEC. 1244. DETERMINATION OF LOCATION FOR
MCCAIN IRREGULAR WARFARE CEN-
TER.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The ‘““John S. McCain III
Center for Security Studies in Irregular Warfare
Center”’, authorized by section 1299L of the Wil-
liam M. (Mac) Thornberry National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (10 U.S.C.
342 note) and by the amendments made to sec-
tion 345 of title 10, United States Code, by sec-
tion 1204 of the James M. Inhofe National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023,
shall be established at a location determined
suitable pursuant to subsection (b).

(b) LOCATION CRITERIA.—The Secretary shall
select a permanent location based on established
criteria, which should include that the loca-
tion—

(1) is an academic institution that studies se-
curity implications with respect to irregular
warfare and the full spectrum of competition
and conflict;

(2) has an established record in interdiscipli-
nary studies relevant to irregular warfare;

(3) has a demonstrated network of foreign
academic and government partners;

(4) has availability of facility space and staff;
and

(5) has the ability to provide immediate sup-
port for full operational capability.

TITLE XIII—OTHER MATTERS RELATING

TO FOREIGN NATIONS.

Subtitle A—Matters Relating to the Indo-
Pacific and Pacific Regions
SEC. 1301. EXTENSION OF PACIFIC DETERRENCE
INITIATIVE AND REPORT, BRIEF-
INGS, AND PLAN UNDER THE INITIA-
TIVE.

(a) EXTENSION OF INITIATIVE.—Subsection (c)
of section 1251 of the William M. (Mac) Thorn-
berry National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2021 (10 U.S.C. 113 note) is amend-

ed—

(1) by striking ‘‘the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2023’ and inserting
‘““the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2024°°; and

(2) by striking “‘fiscal year 2023’ and inserting
“fiscal year 2024°°.

(b) EXTENSION OF REPORT AND BRIEFINGS.—
Subsection (d) of such section is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)(A), by striking ‘‘fiscal
years 2024 and 2025’ and inserting ‘‘fiscal years
2025 and 2026”°; and
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(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘fiscal years
2023 and 2024°° each place it appears and insert-
ing ‘“‘fiscal years 2025 and 2026”°.

(c) EXTENSION OF PLAN.—Subsection (e) of
such section is amended by striking ‘‘fiscal
years 2023 and 2024 and inserting ‘‘fiscal years
2025 and 2026.

SEC. 1302. INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT AND RE-
PORT ON THE PROGRESS MADE
UNDER THE PACIFIC DETERRENCE
INITIATIVE.

(a) INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall select and enter into an
agreement with a federally funded research and
development center, or another appropriate
independent entity, with expertise on defense
matters pertaining to the Indo-Pacific region to
conduct an assessment of the Department of De-
fense activities carried out pursuant to the Pa-
cific Deterrence Initiative established under sec-
tion 1251 of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2021.

(2) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—The assess-
ment required by paragraph (1) shall include
updates on the current state of defense posture
in the Indo-Pacific region, to include—

(A) base infrastructure and resiliency efforts;

(B) prepositioned equipment and munitions
stocks;

(C) investments required to address contested
logistics;

(D) the status of current and planned military
construction;

(E) the planned Indo-Pacom exercise schedule
and joint operations;

(F) whether Pacific Deterrence Initiative
funding has aligned with the purpose described
in section 1251 of the William M. (Mac) Thorn-
berry National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2021; and

(G) any recommendations to improve the De-
partment of Defense’s posture, resiliency, pres-
ence, or lethality in the Indo-Pacific region that
may be advisable together with analysis of the
feasibility of implementing such recommenda-
tions.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 270 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the inde-
pendent entity selected under subsection (a)
shall submit to the congressional defense com-
mittees a report on the findings of the assess-
ment conducted under that subsection.

(¢c) DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE SUPPORT.—The
Secretary of Defense shall provide the inde-
pendent entity selected under subsection (a)
with timely access to appropriate information,
data, resources, and analyses necessary for the
independent entity to conduct the assessment
required by that subsection in a thorough and
independent manner.

SEC. 1303. SENSE OF CONGRESS
KOREA.

It is the sense of Congress that the Secretary
of Defense should reinforce the United States al-
liance with the Republic of Korea, including by
maintaining the presence of approximately
28,500 members of the United States Armed
Forces deployed to the country and affirming
the United States commitment to extended deter-
rence using the full range of United States de-
fense capabilities, consistent with the Mutual
Defense Treaty Between the United States and
the Republic of Korea, signed at Washington,
October 1, 1953, in support of the shared objec-
tive of a peaceful and stable Korean Peninsula.
SEC. 1304. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON TAIWAN DE-

FENSE RELATIONS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) the Taiwan Relations Act (Public Law 96—
8; 22 U.S.C. et seq.) and the Six Assurances pro-
vided by the United States to Taiwan in July
1982 are the foundation for United States-Tai-
wan relations;

(2) as set forth in the Taiwan Relations Act,
the United States decision to establish diplo-
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matic relations with the People’s Republic of
China rests upon the expectation that the future
of Taiwan will be determined by peaceful
means, and that any effort to determine the fu-
ture of Taiwan by other than peaceful means,
including boycotts and embargoes, is of grave
concern to the United States;

(3) the increasingly coercive and aggressive
behavior of the People’s Republic of China to-
ward Taiwan is contrary to the expectation of
the peaceful resolution of the future of Taiwan;

(4) as set forth in the Taiwan Relations Act,
the capacity to resist any resort to force or other
forms of coercion that would jeopardize the se-
curity, or the social or economic system, of the
people on Taiwan should be maintained;

(5) the United States should continue to sup-
port the development of capable, ready, and
modern defense forces necessary for Taiwan to
maintain sufficient defensive capabilities, in-
cluding by—

(4) supporting acquisition by Taiwan of de-
fense articles and services through foreign mili-
tary sales, direct commercial sales, and indus-
trial cooperation, with an emphasis on capabili-
ties that support an asymmetric strategy;

(B) ensuring timely review of and response to
requests of Taiwan for defense articles and serv-
ices;

(C) conducting practical training and military
exercises with Taiwan that enable Taiwan to
maintain sufficient defensive capabilities, as de-
scribed in the Taiwan Relations Act;

(D) exchanges between defense officials and
officers of the United States and Taiwan at the
strategic, policy, and functional levels, con-
sistent with the Taiwan Travel Act (Public Law
115-135; 132 Stat. 341), especially for the pur-
poses of—

(i) enhancing cooperation on defense plan-
ning;

(ii) improving the interoperability of the mili-
tary forces of the United States and Taiwan;
and

(iii) improving the reserve force of Taiwan;

(E) cooperating with Taiwan to improve its
ability to employ military capabilities in asym-
metric ways, as described in the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act; and

(F) expanding cooperation in humanitarian
assistance and disaster relief; and

(6) the United States should increase its sup-
port to a free and open society in the face of ag-
gressive efforts by the Government of the Peo-