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Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, had | been
present, | would have voted “NO” on rollcall
No. 368.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. WEXTON. Mr. Speaker, | regret that |
was not able to be present for roll call votes
367 and 368 today. Had | been present, |
would have voted “nay” on rollcall No. 367
and “nay” on rollcall No. 368.

—

U.S. SUPPLY CHAIN SECURITY
REVIEW ACT OF 2023

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the question on sus-
pending the rules and passing the bill
(H.R. 3395) to direct the Chairman of
the Federal Maritime Commission to
seek to enter into an agreement with a
federally funded research and develop-
ment center to evaluate foreign owner-
ship of marine terminals at the 15 larg-
est United States container ports, and
for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
JAMES) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

SO0 LOCKS SECURITY AND
ECONOMIC REPORTING ACT OF 2023

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the question on sus-
pending the rules and passing the bill
(H.R. 3399) to study the security of the
Soo Locks and effects on the supply
chain resulting from a malfunction or
failure of the Soo Locks, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
JAMES) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2024

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on H.R. 4366, and that I
may include tabular material on the
same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas?
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There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 614 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 4366.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from California (Mr. ISSA) to preside
over the Committee of the Whole.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4366)
making appropriations for military
construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2024, and for other purposes, with Mr.
ISsSA in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

General debate shall be confined to
the bill and shall not exceed 1 hour
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and the ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Appropria-
tions, or their respective designees.

The gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
GRANGER) and the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ)
each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. GRANGER).

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Chair, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chair, I rise today in support of
H.R. 4366, a bill that would provide
funding for military construction and
the Department of Veterans Affairs.

During the last Congress, $3 trillion
was spent outside of the normal appro-
priations process. As spending soared,
so did inflation. There was damage
done to the economy, and the work of
the Appropriations Committee changed
significantly over those 2 years. That
is why, earlier this year, I asked sub-
committee chairs to evaluate all of the
funding in the pipeline.

When the President’s budget finally
arrived, I directed them to review each
agency budget line by line. I thank the
subcommittee chairs for their work to
identify ways to save hard-earned tax
dollars.

These savings have allowed us to re-
duce overall spending without short-
changing—which is most important—
national defense, homeland security,
and veterans.

The bill before us demonstrates our
commitment to reduce overall spend-
ing and still honor our commitment to
our veterans. This bill makes good on
that promise by fully funding veterans
healthcare. It will ensure our veterans
get the medical treatment and benefits
they deserve.

Specifically, the bill prioritizes our
Nation’s heroes by providing critical
funding for our military bases and fa-
cilities, improving the quality of life of
our servicemembers and their families,
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and ensuring our veterans are appro-
priately honored in our cemeteries and
battle monuments. The bill also pro-
hibits funding to be used for biased and
controversial programs.

Mr. Chair, I thank the Members and
staff on both sides of the aisle for their
hard work. This is a strong bill, and I
look forward to supporting it.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chairman, I yield myself such time as
I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, I rise in strong opposi-
tion to H.R. 4366, with great respect to
both of my colleagues on the other side
of the aisle, Chairwoman GRANGER and
Chairman CARTER, who are friends but
with whom we strongly disagree on
this legislation.

The FY 2024 military construction,
veterans affairs, and related agencies
bill is, sadly, not one that I can sup-
port.

Back in May, the subcommittee
mark of the MILCON-VA bill cut the
Cost of War Toxic Exposures Fund by
$14.7 billion in 2024 and completely
eliminated the toxic exposures fund in
2025, less than a year after we passed
the bipartisan Honoring our PACT Act
that promises dedicated funding for
veterans of all wars exposed to Agent
Orange, burn pits, and other toxic sub-
stances.

This was in addition to the default on
America act introduced in April by Re-
publicans, which included a $2 billion
rescission to immediately cut critical
funding for VA and include no protec-
tions for veterans funding. We pushed
back hard on these cuts as Democrats,
and we were successful.

Thankfully, as part of the Fiscal Re-
sponsibility Act of 2023, President
Biden was able to undo that grievous
harm by delivering the promise we all
collectively made to our veterans by
fully funding the toxic exposures fund.

However, the problems did not stop
there, and Democrats made significant
efforts to right the other major wrongs
in this bill, but, unfortunately, to no
avail.

The MILCON-VA bill is traditionally
one of the more bipartisan bills—actu-
ally, so often that it is almost indistin-
guishable who is in the majority and
who wrote those bills.

That is not the case, sadly, this year
because it is riddled with partisan rid-
ers, coming out of the full committee
on a party-line vote significantly worse
off than where it started. Riders in-
clude preventing VA from imple-
menting its interim final rule that pro-
vides access to abortions for the life or
health of the mother and in the case of
rape or incest, as well as abortion
counseling to provide healthcare serv-
ices for women who desperately need
it, and, importantly, to ensure that
veterans have equal access to
healthcare regardless of what State
they live in because they get their
healthcare from a Federal agency.
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It includes riders that do everything
from prohibiting VA from imple-
menting diversity, equity, and inclu-
sion initiatives as well as training; pro-
hibiting VA from flying the Pride flag
over VA facilities; creating a license
for people and organizations to dis-
criminate against LGBTQI+ people
under the guise of religious liberty and
prevents the Federal Government from
adequately responding; and prohibiting
access to gender-affirming care, fur-
ther disenfranchising veterans from
VA.

VA is a place where all veterans
should feel welcome, included, and
cared for. All veterans means all vet-
erans, and what this bill does is shame-
ful.

On the MILCON side, this bill cuts
funding for servicemembers and their
families by $1.5 billion compared to the
enacted level, compared to current
services.

The Republicans have cut military
construction funding by $1.5 billion
compared to the current funding. In
fact, this bill is $200 million lower after
the full committee markup than when
it was first introduced in sub-
committee. Even after the agreement
with President Biden was signed into
law, this bill cuts even more.

We have a recruitment and retention
problem, Mr. Chairman, and this bill
cuts funding for military construction.

We have major quality-of-life issues
for our servicemembers, and this bill
cuts funding for military construction
and cuts funding for things like
childcare centers, training centers, and
airplane hangars that house and pro-
tect our billions of dollars of military
equipment.

This bill cuts dedicated funding for
PFAS forever chemicals remediation
and cleanup, which is a cut of $200 mil-
lion from the current level, and dedi-
cated funding for military installation
climate change and resiliency projects,
which is a cut of $90 million from the
current level.

There is an enormous need for funds
to clean up PFAS forever chemicals
contamination at BRAC sites as the
services are still in the early stages of
dealing with PFAS forever chemicals
contamination.

Dedicated PFAS forever chemicals
funding has previously been provided in
this bill so we can ensure continued
progress in remediating contamination
at closed bases and minimize the im-
pact for those surrounding commu-
nities. This is critical funding needed
to fulfill our commitment to ensure
those pieces of land are safe for future
use and for people who live nearby.
This is poison that Republicans are re-
fusing to provide funding to clean up.

Furthermore, neglecting to continue
investing in protecting our installa-
tions from climate change is a national
security risk. We all know how ex-
tremely costly disaster assistance
funding is. I am from Florida. I cer-
tainly know about that better than
most.
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Last year, we provided DOD with $90
million, a comparatively small sum of
funding now, which will pay huge divi-
dends in the future and ensure our na-
tional security in the face of our
changing climate. By eliminating the
dedicated resilience funding this year,
this bill would threaten future military
readiness.

Cutting military construction by $1.5
billion slows our historically bipar-
tisan efforts to reduce the infrastruc-
ture backlog to strengthen our na-
tional security and to improve the
quality of life of our servicemembers
and their families. We are back-
tracking on our commitment to our
servicemembers and their families.

To make matters worse, veterans
rely on programs throughout the Fed-
eral Government, not just programs in
this bill. Instead of honoring the bipar-
tisan budget agreement that this
Chamber voted into law just last
month, the FY 2024 House appropria-
tions bills collectively break the com-
mitment that was negotiated, agreed
to, passed by a majority of Congress,
and signed into law by President Biden
to adequately fund critical domestic
investments. Instead, these bills are
written to the same exact number used
before negotiations even began.

These drastic cuts diminish access to
education, transportation, job opportu-
nities, and food assistance that vet-
erans and their families rely on.

Is there no line that Republicans
won’t cross? Is there no population
that is off-limits?

The MILCON-VA bill is just one piece
of the puzzle, Mr. Chairman, and gut-
ting all the other programs that vet-
erans and their families rely on
throughout the Federal Government
breaks our promises to veterans and
pulls the rug out from under those who
served our country and whom we prom-
ised to take care of upon their return.
I cannot and will not support it.

The House MILCON-VA bill, as well
as all 11 other appropriations bills, are
headed for a collision course with the
Senate, which got to work in a bipar-
tisan manner. By the way, their
version of this bill passed unanimously
out of full committee. They got to
work in a bipartisan manner to com-
plete appropriations bills on time, con-
sistent with the Fiscal Responsibility
Act.

These appropriations bills renege on
the agreement and risk an automatic,
across-the-board cut with a CR, toward
which we are clearly headed—or, worse,
toward a government shutdown.

I will follow, Mr. Chairman, one of
the first tenets that I learned as a leg-
islator many years ago: Your word is
your bond. I will stand by our veterans
and our servicemembers by opposing
this bill that deprives them of the serv-
ices, care, and quality of life that they
have earned and deserve.

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues
to oppose this bill, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Chair, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
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(Mr. CARTER), the chairman of the Sub-
committee on Military Construction,
Veterans Affairs, and Related Agen-
cies.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, I
am honored to present the fiscal year
2024 military construction, veterans af-
fairs, and related agencies appropria-
tions bill to the House today. This bill
is special because it supports our
troops and their families and the Na-
tion’s veterans.

The bill provides $17.5 billion for
military construction and family hous-
ing projects. This is less than the FY23
enacted amount. However, it is nearly
$800 million above the President’s re-
quest.

We focus this investment in the Pa-
cific to deter China’s aggressive and co-
ercive actions. We also provide signifi-
cant funding for new barracks and
child development centers.

The bill fully funds veterans pro-
grams at the level requested by the
President. It keeps our promises to vet-
erans, and we do more to help veterans
in the Pacific. We also ensure taxpayer
funds will be used appropriately and ef-
fectively by increasing oversight of
several programs.

I thank my subcommittee ranking
member. Although she disagrees with
this bill, she has been a joy to work
with, and our partnership has been
good.

I thank all the people who have
worked on this bill and all of their fam-
ilies and the families of the veterans.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 4366.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chairman, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Connecticut (Ms.
DELAURO), the ranking member of the
House Appropriations Committee.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I rise
today in opposition to the military
construction and veterans affairs ap-
propriations bill, which falls short of
our commitments and backtracks on
our promises to our veterans, our serv-
icemembers, and their families.

This bill cuts funding for critical
military construction by over $1.5 bil-
lion compared to its current level. It is
built on a house of cards that will
crumble as this body and the American
people come to realize the full scope of
cuts the majority is pursuing.

This is not the only bill that supports
programs and services that our vet-
erans rely on. Republicans cannot
credibly claim to fully fund veterans
programs. The American people can
clearly see how veterans are being
treated when they look at the rest of
the majority’s domestic funding bills.
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Make no mistake. If it were not for
the Democrats, this bill would have de-
creased funding for veterans’ medical
care by $2 billion. In addition to that,
the funding for the Honoring our PACT
Act would not have been there. In 2024,
they were going to underfund it. For
2025, they completely eliminate it.
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We should not be in this position, and
the global economy should never have
been used as a bargaining chip to ex-
tract cuts to domestic spending. How-
ever, to prevent a catastrophic default,
the President reached a deal with the
Republican Speaker to lift the debt
ceiling and to set spending levels. We
have a path to fund the United States
Government on time, a path that this
Congress agreed to on a bipartisan
basis, and we ought to take that path.

Instead, this bill offers cuts to vital
programs our veterans, servicemem-
bers, and their families depend on. It
cuts $200 million in dedicated funding
for PFAS remediation and cleanup.
These chemicals do not easily break
down in the environment. They are a
source of groundwater contamination
on military bases, which can lead to se-
rious health problems. Failure to
quickly clean up contaminated areas
puts the surrounding communities, in-
cluding military families and civilians,
at risk.

This bill ignores the national secu-
rity risk that will directly affect all of
our bases at home and abroad—climate
change. Additional dedicated funding
for resilience projects is leaving Amer-
ica’s servicemembers and veterans
completely exposed in the line of fire.

Instead of responsibly funding our
veterans in a bill palatable to both
sides of the aisle, this bill is loaded up
with hateful riders that have no busi-
ness in appropriations language. Prohi-
bitions on equity and inclusion pro-
grams and flags demonstrate grossly
misplaced priorities, fighting culture

wars, leaving our veterans, hard-
working families, and the economy out
to dry.

The bill places the Federal Govern-
ment in the room with women and
their doctors. By making it harder for
veterans to access healthcare, we take
a step closer toward a national abor-
tion ban. Our veterans did not volun-
teer to serve this country and defend
our freedom to have their freedom and
their autonomy stripped by this Con-
gress.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
oppose this bill.

The CHAIR. The gentleman from
California (Mr. VALADAO) is recognized
and controls the remaining 26 minutes.

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Chair, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. ARRINGTON), the chairman of the
Committee on the Budget, on which I
have the honor of serving with him.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chair, I am
grateful to my appropriator colleagues
for rightsizing the bureaucracy and
reining in the wasteful and unneces-
sary spending after this government
grew 40 percent during COVID. The
taxpayers deserve fiduciaries who
spend their money like it was our
money. That is really the prevailing
philosophy we should all embrace. I,
again, commend the appropriators for
the painstaking efforts to rein this in.

I support the bill, but I highlight in
an amendment one of the most egre-
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gious and largest wasteful spending
categories, and that is improper pay-
ments. The Federal Government waste-
fully and fraudulently spends taxpayer
money at an alarming rate. In 2021, it
was almost $300 billion. Last year, it
was $245 billion.

Mr. Chairman, that is money you
could spend on a soldier or a sailor or
on a safety net or infrastructure. It is
going nowhere. It is larger than the De-
partments of Energy, Commerce, and
Justice. It is a third of our defense
spending.

The VA is not the only problem. It is
pervasive. At the VA, there is a long-
term care category that has an im-
proper payment rate of 47 percent.
Think about that. Almost 50 cents on
every dollar is wasted in this program.
It is unconscionable, Mr. Chairman.

If you look across the board, the
earned income tax credit, 30 cents on
every dollar wasted, $18 billion. The
Medicaid program wasted $80 billion
last year. The child tax credit wasted
$5 billion. The list goes on. If we are
going to rein in spending, if we are
going to save the country from a debt
crisis, we have got to get our fiscal
house in order and focus on improper
payments. It is not right.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. LoOIS
FRANKEL), a fierce advocate for our
communities’ veterans and a member
of the Appropriations Committee.

Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida. Mr.
Chair, well, my, my, my, here we go
again. The Republican attacks on ac-
cess to legal abortion never end.
Today, the target is women veterans,
women who left their loved ones,
trained hard, sometimes risked their
lives to stand up for our freedom, and
now it is time to stand up for theirs.

All women should have the freedom
to make their own personal decision
about when or whether to start or grow
a family. This bill would undermine
the current Biden policy that allows
VA medical centers to provide an abor-
tion when the life or the health of the
pregnant veteran is in danger.

Republicans are willing to force
women to wait until they are on
death’s door to receive the healthcare
that they need. Really? This is how we
thank veterans for their service?

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘“‘no”’ on this bill.

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. CLINE), a member of the
Appropriations Committee.

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Chairman, years of
out-of-control government spending
has fueled inflation and skyrocketed
our Federal debt. It is far past time we
prioritize those most important core
functions of government as intended by
our Founders in the Constitution.

The fiscal year 2024 Military Con-
struction and Veterans Affairs bill does
just that. It prioritizes programs for
those most important: our Nation’s
veterans, and facilities for our men and
women defending our country.
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My, my, my, what do we hear from
the other side? Complaints about not
being able to fly certain flags at mili-
tary bases, complaints about not being
able to fund climate change bureauc-
racies in our veterans’ facilities, com-
plaints about actually not being able
to use taxpayer dollars to fund abor-
tion services.

This bill focuses on core government
functions. It fully funds veterans’
healthcare, veterans’ benefits and VA
programs. It ensures our veterans get
the medical treatment and benefits
they deserve. It provides funds to the
agencies that ensure our military and
veterans are appropriately honored in
our cemeteries and battle monuments,
and it prioritizes our Nation’s Active
Duty servicemembers and their fami-
lies by providing nearly $800 million
above the President’s budget request
for military construction and family
housing. Let me repeat that: $800 mil-
lion above the President’s budget re-
quest.

We can and we must support our Na-
tion’s heroes who have sacrificed so
much to defend our freedoms and pro-
tect our homeland. That is why we
must pass this strong legislation and
make clear that we stand with our
brave men and women in uniform.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chairman, I yield myself such time as
I may consume.

The gentlemen from Tennessee and
California understand what kind of
money really matters here. It is very
nice to say that you are $800 million
above the President’s budget request.

The money that matters is where we
are now and what Republicans are pro-
posing to spend going forward. Repub-
licans are cutting—which, of course,
Mr. CLINE neglected to mention—mili-
tary construction $1.5 billion below
what we spend now. That is a cut by
anyone’s definition. They can play
games with the language and the way
they describe things, but there is no
getting around that they are cutting
$1.5 billion from military construction.

What does that mean? That might
just sound like, oh, we will build a few
less buildings, it is not going to be that
bad. Understand that DOD has assessed
that 30 percent of our military infra-
structure around the world is in fair or
poor condition. Many of us have trav-
eled around the world to inspect mili-
tary bases, and we talk to our troops
and pledge to our servicemembers how
much they mean to us and how we have
their backs. I have had the opportunity
to be shown places where our hangar
doors are held together with wax and
spit, particularly in places like OKi-
nawa and other areas where there is a
lot of erosion and metal rusts more
quickly. I live in a coastal State, and I
have a coastal district, so I understand
what happens there when you are on
the coast from the salt air. I watched a
servicemember try to pull closed a
hangar door that was jury-rigged with
a coat hanger because they couldn’t
get the door closed the way it normally
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should, and we did not provide them
funding anywhere in the near future to
ensure that we can keep billions of dol-
lars’ worth of military equipment safe.

Republicans are standing here and
saying things that absolutely do not
pass the straight-face test when they
are trying to suggest that they are
doing right by our servicemembers.

We have a retention problem in our
military. We have people who have tes-
tified to the Military Construction,
Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies
Subcommittee who are current
servicemembers who talked to us about
how they intended to spend their ca-
reers in the service, but because of the
way they and their families felt treat-
ed, the decrepit housing that the mili-
tary can’t seem to get straight when it
comes to dealing with mold and broken
items and repairs that are necessary,
they chose a different career path.

If we continue on the path that Re-
publicans have proposed, then what
that means is that we are going to lose
servicemembers, like we are already
losing. That is irresponsible and unac-
ceptable.

Mr. Chairman, I will have more to
say at a later time. I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Chair, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. GUEST), a member of the
House Appropriations Committee.

Mr. GUEST. Mr. Chair, I rise today
in support of H.R. 4366, the Military
Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act for
FY 2024.

I am proud that this legislation fully
funds programs to care for our Nation’s
heroes, and it ensures that our mili-
tary infrastructure needs are met to
address critical national security prior-
ities. This bill focuses on the impor-
tant work of these agencies while also
preventing the radical woke policies of
the Biden administration from dis-
tracting these departments from their
primary responsibilities.

A recent example of these policies
can be seen in my home State of Mis-
sissippi, where a VA facility chose to
replace an American flag with an
LGBTQ Pride flag.

The mission of the VA is to fulfill
President Lincoln’s promise, a promise
to care for those who have served in
our Nation’s military, their families,
their caregivers, and their survivors.
The work and the message of the VA
should not be divisive but, rather, re-
spectful toward our veterans and con-
sistent with the purpose for which the
VA was created.

I am grateful that language is in-
cluded in the bill to ensure that the
only flags flown over VA facilities or
national cemeteries are government,
military, or POW/MIA flags.

Mr. Chair, I am proud to support this
bill. We owe our veterans a debt of
gratitude, not a political message.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chairman, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Nevada (Ms. LEE), who
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represents tens of thousands of mili-
tary servicemembers as well as vet-
erans and is an incredible advocate on
their behalf.

Ms. LEE of Nevada. Mr. Chairman, I
rise today as a Representative from
southern Nevada, where we have
Creech Air Force Base, Nellis Air Force
Base, and hundreds of thousands of vet-
erans that call southern Nevada home.
As their Representative, I have ex-
treme disappointment with this bill
that we have before us, the MILCON-
VA bill.
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As a member of the Subcommittee on
Military Construction, Veterans Af-
fairs, and Related Agencies, 1 take
great pride in our work. This tradition-
ally has been bipartisan and laser-fo-
cused on the needs of our veterans, of
our servicemembers, and their fami-
lies, and on the military’s construction
requirements to meet global security
challenges facing our Nation, not just
today, but in the future.

Unfortunately, this bill is not a re-
flection of that MILCON-VA tradition
of putting politics aside and putting
our military, our servicemembers, our
veterans, and our Nation first. Instead,
this bill sacrifices our promises to vet-
erans, our military readiness, and our
national security, honestly, in favor of
meeting the demands of a few extrem-
ist Republican politicians.

Instead of ensuring our Nation pro-
vides for Americans who have sac-
rificed to keep our Nation safe, this bill
focuses on picking culture war fights,
banning the VA from flying certain
flags or banning them from taking
steps to advance equal opportunity and
health access for every veteran.

Instead of focusing on preparing our
military to protect U.S. interests, the
bill would prevent the VA from pro-
viding lifesaving reproductive
healthcare to female veterans.

As my colleague just said, the mis-
sion of the VA should be respectful to
our veterans. I say to every woman
veteran who has put her life on the line
for our freedom that we should show
them the respect that they can make
their own choice and be free to make
their own choice for their own
healthcare.

I want to be clear, as a woman who
has undergone a D&C, that abortion
care is healthcare. I will say that
again. Abortion care is healthcare.
Women who have put their lives on the
line for our country, for our freedom,
should have the ability to make that
choice.

The policies that extremist politi-
cians, in addition to that, have tacked
on to this bill prevents the VA from
providing that type of care, even in the
case when a pregnancy is the result of
rape, incest, or the life of the mother is
at risk.

The CHAIR. The time of the gentle-
woman has expired.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chair, I yield such time as she may
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consume to the gentlewoman from Ne-
vada.

Ms. LEE of Nevada. Policies that ex-
tremist politicians have tacked on to
this bill are offensive to men and
women who serve our country, includ-
ing my constituents at Creech and
Nellis Air Force bases.

I am especially alarmed at the $1.5
billion in proposed cuts to military
construction. I am supportive of being
thoughtful and responsible with our
Federal spending, but at a time when
our Nation faces mounting security
challenges across this globe, I cannot
understand how we can stand here
today and cut nearly 10 percent of
funding that would ensure that our
military bases are fully equipped to
handle global threats.

This bill would increase the backlog
of projects at bases likes Nellis and
Creech, where I have heard directly
from my airmen and airwomen work-
ing out of temporary, cramped, and
outdated, unsafe facilities; and this, at
a time when our military is already
struggling with recruitment and reten-
tion.

Full military construction funding is
key to enable that our servicemembers
meet National Defense Strategy de-
mands, so we must invest fully in crit-
ical facilities, like Nellis’ communica-
tion support center and the Weapons
School Campus.

We also need to support the mission-
critical Reconnaissance Operations
Training Facility and to repair the
base’s taxiway at Creech.

We call on our men and women in our
military to make our Nation and keep
our Nation safe, but this bill does not
meet the demands of our servicemem-
bers and, instead, abandons men and
women who we should be supporting
most in southern Nevada and beyond.

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘no”’
and, instead, please let’s get back to
working together to get servicemem-
bers and our veterans the resources
that they need, that they have earned,
and give them the respect and the free-
dom that they have fought for.

The CHAIR. The gentleman from
Texas (Mr. CARTER) is recognized and
controls the time.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. RUTHER-
FORD), a member of the Appropriations
Committee.

Mr. RUTHERFORD. I thank the gen-
tleman, the chairman, for yielding.

Mr. Chair, I rise in support of this fis-
cal year 2024 military construction and
veterans affairs appropriations bill.

Despite some of the allegations from
my friends on the other side of the
aisle, this is a good bill. The budget
process is not about how much you cut;
it is about where you cut. That is what
is important.

This bill is a good bill because it sup-
ports our veterans and our service-
members. In fact, this bill fully funds
President Biden’s request for the VA
and even exceeds the administration’s
request for military construction.
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On top of that, the VA funding in this
bill is $16.5 million more than the fiscal
year 2023 enacted level—the enacted
level. Let me repeat. This bill fully
funds veterans’ healthcare programs,
period.

This includes keeping our promise
that we just made to provide care to
our toxic-exposed veterans, as we did
last year through the Honoring our
PACT Act.

I am also proud that we robustly
funded military construction projects
across the world, focusing on our bar-
racks, our child development centers,
to the tune of almost $800 million more
than the administration’s request.

This bill cuts wasteful spending,
wasteful spending for programs that
my constituents back home do not sup-
port, like critical race theory and DEI.

Now, they want to say that we have
politicized the issue of abortion within
this bill. The fact of the matter is,
President Biden’s administration,
through rulemaking in DOD, put in
this language—that is why we are tak-
ing it out because they put it in—that
they were going to use taxpayer dollars
to actually facilitate someone getting
an abortion.

That is not what the taxpayers want.
That is not what the Hyde amendment
allows, and the partisanship that they
referred to earlier is their partisanship.

This administration and almost
every executive agency in this govern-
ment now legislates by fiat. They pass
rules, 100-page rules. Those aren’t
rules. That is legislation. That is law.
We have got to stop that, and we are
doing that in this bill.

I am very proud that in this bill we
prohibit the VA from continuing to im-
plement their abortion policy that
they put in; it is nothing more than
this administration’s way of circum-
venting the Dobbs decision.

House Republicans are delivering on
our promise to care for the men and
women who have served this Nation.

The CHAIR. The time of the gen-
tleman has expired.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, I
yield an additional 1 minute to the
gentleman from Florida.

Mr. RUTHERFORD. House Repub-
licans, we are simply delivering on our
promise to care for the men and women
who serve this Nation.

I commend Chairwoman GRANGER
and Chairman CARTER for having put
this bill together in a fiscally respon-
sible manner. Yes, we have made some
cuts, but they were responsible cuts.
They were cuts that needed to be made.
We cut the waste so that we could help
our men and women who serve this
country in uniform. I urge support of
this bill.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-

tlewoman from Pennsylvania (Ms.
DEAN).
Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania. Mr.

Chair, I thank the gentlewoman for
yielding.
I rise in opposition to H.R. 4366.
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PFAS contamination is in my dis-
trict, as in everyone else’s district
across this Nation. In my case, it is
largely as a result of the legacy of fire-
fighting foam used at what was Willow
Grove Naval Air Base. My own brother
worked there.

PFAS contamination, we know, is ex-
tremely dangerous, and I will say those
who produced these chemicals for six
decades have known of their danger
and hid it for many, many years.

The brave men and women of our
military were disproportionately high-
ly exposed to rates of PFAS. More than
700 military bases have been contami-
nated with PFAS. The servicemembers
that call these bases work or home
have been continually exposed to these
forever chemicals, as have their neigh-
bors in the surrounding area.

We are still learning more and more
about the health effects from this level
of toxin; decreased fertility, increased
risk of cancers, obesity, thyroid hor-
mone disruption, just to name a few.

Congress and the White House have a
responsibility to protect our current
and future servicemembers from these
toxins, as well as their neighbors. That
is why the FY23 appropriations bill in-
cluded an additional $200 million in
dedicated funding for PFAS remedi-
ation and cleanup.

Unfortunately, this bill has no dedi-
cated funding for PFAS and does not
meet the President’s funding request.
Failing to address this widespread na-
tionwide PFAS contamination on our
military bases and the surrounding
areas is failing our servicemembers.

Our military members stand up for
us every single day. Today, we must
stand up for them and all of our citi-
zens by investing in PFAS research and
remediation by rejecting this bill.

The Pennsylvania Constitution, arti-
cle I, section 29, provides that we have
a right to clean air, clean water, and
the preservation of our natural aes-
thetic. Let’s live up to that right.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. ALLEN).

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Chairman, I rise
today in strong support of H.R. 4366,
the fiscal year 2024 military construc-
tion and veteran affairs appropriations
bill, which honors our veterans, sup-
ports our national security, and cuts
wasteful government spending. I say
again, it cuts wasteful government
spending.

Last November, when the American
people entrusted Republicans with the
House majority, we made a commit-
ment to a Nation that is safe. Today’s
legislation delivers on that commit-
ment and ensures the Department of
Defense has the resources and facilities
it needs to protect our homeland from
foreign adversaries.

H.R. 4366 provides nearly $800 million
above the President’s budget for mili-
tary construction, including $80 mil-
lion for the first phase of construction
for the U.S. Army Cyber Center of Ex-
cellence Signal School at Fort Gordon.

July 26, 2023

Building a 21st century military is
crucial to fielding threats in the ever-
evolving cyber environment, and that
starts with these critical investments
being made at Fort Gordon.

Mr. Chairman, I urge a ‘‘yes’ vote on
H.R. 4366.

The CHAIR. The Chair would advise
all Members we are in the Committee
of the Whole.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chairman, I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, I
yield 1 minute to the gentlewoman
from Georgia (Ms. GREENE).

Ms. GREENE of Georgia. Mr. Chair-
man, first I would like to acknowledge
all the amazing women that serve in
our Nation’s military and the mothers
that serve in our Nation’s military.

But I will respond to something I
heard a few minutes ago here, the pro-
nouncement, the actual statement that
abortion is women’s healthcare.

I state for the record, abortion is not
healthcare in any way. Abortion is the
murder of the unborn child in a wom-
an’s womb. Abortion is defined as tak-
ing a life. It doesn’t save a life. It Kkills
a life.

Abortion methods are brutal, hor-
rific, absolutely some of the worst
things in today’s times; ripping the
limbs off an unborn baby, ripping its
head off, killing it with chemicals in-
side of its mother’s womb.

This is not something that taxpayers
should have to ever pay for. This is
something that honestly should not
exist. Abortion is murder, and it is
evil.

We should be supporting mothers in
the military. We should be supporting
women’s actual healthcare, and that is
not abortion.

O 1500

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chair, may I inquire as to the time re-
maining.

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. EDWARDS).
The gentlewoman from Florida has 8
minutes remaining. The gentleman
from Texas has 15 minutes remaining.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chair, I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, I
reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chair, I am prepared to close, and I
yield myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Chair, as the expression goes:
Show me your budget, and I will show
you what my values are.

It is very clear with the lollipop tree
of culture war riders that this bill that
funds the quality of life and the na-
tional readiness and security of the
United States of America and the pro-
tection and quality of life of our mili-
tary servicemembers, it is clear that
because this bill cuts $1.5 billion below
what we are currently funding in mili-
tary construction, the Republicans
have shown where their values are.

They can put all the lipstick on the
pig that they have developed in this
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bill that they want, but at the end of
the day, they are still cutting $1.5 bil-
lion from military construction. That
is cutting funding for airport hangars,
for training centers, for childcare cen-
ters, for infrastructure that ensures
that we can keep our servicemembers
safe when they are serving overseas,
while they are serving in the United
States, and that is something that we
have not done in modern times in this
bill.

Why? Because generally the military
construction, veterans affairs, appro-
priations bill is, on a bipartisan basis,
written as a commitment that we
make to take care of our servicemem-
bers while they are serving in the mili-
tary on Active Duty and to take care of
our veterans when they transition to
retirement and spend the rest of their
lives as veterans.

This committee has a special respon-
sibility. We are the only committee in
the Congress that is responsible for the
entire life cycle of an individual from
when they start their service on Active
Duty all the way through Active Duty
and through their life as a veteran. We
have a special responsibility to make
sure that we are taking care of them,
and cutting $1.5 billion is the opposite
of that.

The values that our friends on the
other side of the aisle have shown is
very clear. What they were more inter-
ested in doing, and the priority that
was at the top of their agenda, included
riders that prevent all veterans from
getting equal access to healthcare no
matter where they live. What they
want to do in this bill—and you will
see in subsequent amendments that
will be offered—is they want to take
away women veterans’ right, their abil-
ity to make their own reproductive
healthcare decisions.

Furthermore, because veterans get
their healthcare from the VA, it is es-
sential that we do not discriminate
against those veterans, those women
veterans, no matter where they live;
that they be able to get that access to
healthcare whenever they need it to
ensure that they can make their own
reproductive healthcare decisions re-
gardless of the State they live in.

We spent the bulk of our time in the
subcommittee and the full committee
debating riders that do everything
from prohibiting VA from imple-
menting diversity and equity policies
so that all veterans, no matter their
religion, their culture, their ethnicity,
their sexual orientation, that all vet-
erans are treated equally; that we can
ensure that no one feels alienated when
walking through the doors of the VA
facility.

The Republicans zap any program,
any policy related to treating veterans
equally and making everyone feel wel-
come when they walk in that door.

It was a top priority for them to pro-
hibit VA facilities from flying the
Pride flag over VA’s facilities. If that
is one of their top priorities, it is no
wonder that they are cutting a billion-
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and-a-half dollars out of military con-
struction, because our friends on the
other side of the aisle have their poli-
cies backwards when it comes to tak-
ing care of the people who have served
our country and continue to serve our
country.

They have given a license to dis-
criminate against people who are
LGBTQIA+ under the guise of religious
liberty. They are preventing the Fed-
eral Government from adequately re-
sponding to that and from VA to pro-
vide healthcare services to everyone
equally, and they are prohibiting ac-
cess to gender-affirming care, which no
matter what you might like to believe
on the other side of the aisle, there are
people who have served our country
who deserve those services.

All veterans should feel welcomed,
included, and cared for. The fact that
they are cutting funding for PFAS for-
ever chemical cleanup means that we
are going to be causing cancer and se-
vere illness—which people are already
getting by being exposed to these for-
ever chemicals. We are going to ensure,
because of the Republican values that
are reflected in this bill, cutting fund-
ing for PFAS forever chemicals, we are
going to ensure that more people who
served our country and who live nearby
facilities that need to be cleaned up
from these chemicals get sick and
eventually die. That is on them.

There is enormous need for more
funding to help make sure that we can
do right by our veterans. This bill does
the opposite, and I stand in opposition
to it. I urge all Members to join me in
voting against this bill so that we can
go back to the drawing board.

We will likely go back to the drawing
board, I am quite sure, as this bill is on
a crash course with the Senate bill
which does a much better job at living
up to the values that we all should ad-
here to, and that is taking care of peo-
ple who have served our country and
are serving our country nobly now.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. All time for gen-
eral debate has expired.

Pursuant to the rule, the bill shall be
considered for amendment under the 5-
minute rule.

The bill shall be considered as read.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4366

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the following sums
are appropriated, out of any money in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for
military construction, the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2024, and
for other purposes, namely:

TITLE I
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent
public works, military installations, facili-
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ties, and real property for the Army as cur-
rently authorized by law, including per-
sonnel in the Army Corps of Engineers and
other personal services necessary for the
purposes of this appropriation, and for con-
struction and operation of facilities in sup-
port of the functions of the Commander in
Chief, $1,517,455,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2028: Provided, That, of this
amount, not to exceed $345,775,000 shall be
available for study, planning, design, archi-
tect and engineer services, and host nation
support, as authorized by law, unless the
Secretary of the Army determines that addi-
tional obligations are necessary for such pur-
poses and notifies the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress of the
determination and the reasons therefor: Pro-
vided further, That of the amount made avail-
able under this heading, $162,900,000 shall be
for the projects and activities, and in the
amounts, specified in the table under the
heading ‘‘Military Construction, Army’’ in
the report accompanying this Act, in addi-
tion to amounts otherwise available for such
purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND MARINE

CORPS

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent
public works, naval installations, facilities,
and real property for the Navy and Marine
Corps as currently authorized by law, includ-
ing personnel in the Naval Facilities Engi-
neering Command and other personal serv-
ices necessary for the purposes of this appro-
priation, $4,477,961,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2028: Provided, That, of
this amount, not to exceed $602,625,000 shall
be available for study, planning, design, and
architect and engineer services, as author-
ized by law, unless the Secretary of the Navy
determines that additional obligations are
necessary for such purposes and notifies the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of the determination and
the reasons therefor: Provided further, That
of the amount made available under this
heading, $52,683,000 shall be for the projects
and activities, and in the amounts, specified
in the table under the heading ‘‘Military
Construction, Navy and Marine Corps’ in
the report accompanying this Act, in addi-
tion to amounts otherwise available for such
purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent
public works, military installations, facili-
ties, and real property for the Air Force as
currently authorized by law, $2,439,614,000, to
remain available until September 30, 2028:
Provided, That, of this amount, not to exceed
$450,614,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer
services, as authorized by law, unless the
Secretary of the Air Force determines that
additional obligations are necessary for such
purposes and notifies the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress of
the determination and the reasons therefor:
Provided further, That of the amount made
available under this heading, $30,300,000 shall
be for the projects and activities, and in the
amounts, specified in the table under the
heading ‘‘Military Construction, Air Force”’
in the report accompanying this Act, in addi-
tion to amounts otherwise available for such
purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, DEFENSE-WIDE

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent
public works, installations, facilities, and
real property for activities and agencies of
the Department of Defense (other than the
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military departments), as currently author-
ized by law, $2,651,047,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2028: Provided, That
such amounts of this appropriation as may
be determined by the Secretary of Defense
may be transferred to such appropriations of
the Department of Defense available for
military construction or family housing as
the Secretary may designate, to be merged
with and to be available for the same pur-
poses, and for the same time period, as the
appropriation or fund to which transferred:
Provided further, That, of the amount, not to
exceed $304,045,000 shall be available for
study, planning, design, and architect and
engineer services, as authorized by law, un-
less the Secretary of Defense determines
that additional obligations are necessary for
such purposes and notifies the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress of the determination and the reasons
therefor.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY NATIONAL

GUARD

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the
Army National Guard, and contributions
therefor, as authorized by chapter 1803 of
title 10, United States Code, and Military
Construction Authorization Acts,
$369,261,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2028: Provided, That, of the
amount, not to exceed $42,361,000 shall be
available for study, planning, design, and ar-
chitect and engineer services, as authorized
by law, unless the Director of the Army Na-
tional Guard determines that additional ob-
ligations are necessary for such purposes and
notifies the Committees on Appropriations
of both Houses of Congress of the determina-
tion and the reasons therefor: Provided fur-
ther, That of the amount made available
under this heading, $19,075,000 shall be for the
projects and activities, and in the amounts,
specified in the table under the heading
“Military Construction, Army National
Guard” in the report accompanying this Act,
in addition to amounts otherwise available
for such purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR NATIONAL

GUARD

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the
Air National Guard, and contributions there-
for, as authorized by chapter 1803 of title 10,
United States Code, and Military Construc-
tion Authorization Acts, $189,322,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2028: Pro-
vided, That, of the amount, not to exceed
$36,200,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer
services, as authorized by law, unless the Di-
rector of the Air National Guard determines
that additional obligations are necessary for
such purposes and notifies the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress of the determination and the reasons
therefor: Provided further, That of the
amount made available under this heading,
$600,000 shall be for the projects and activi-
ties, and in the amounts, specified in the
table under the heading ‘‘Military Construc-
tion, Air National Guard’” in the report ac-
companying this Act, in addition to amounts
otherwise available for such purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY RESERVE

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the
Army Reserve as authorized by chapter 1803
of title 10, United States Code, and Military
Construction Authorization Acts,
$117,076,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2028: Provided, That, of the
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amount, not to exceed $23,389,000 shall be
available for study, planning, design, and ar-
chitect and engineer services, as authorized
by law, unless the Chief of the Army Reserve
determines that additional obligations are
necessary for such purposes and notifies the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of the determination and
the reasons therefor.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY RESERVE

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the re-
serve components of the Navy and Marine
Corps as authorized by chapter 1803 of title
10, United States Code, and Military Con-
struction Authorization Acts, $61,291,000, to
remain available until September 30, 2028:
Provided, That, of the amount, not to exceed
$6,495,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer
services, as authorized by law, unless the
Secretary of the Navy determines that addi-
tional obligations are necessary for such pur-
poses and notifies the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress of the
determination and the reasons therefor.
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE RESERVE

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the
Air Force Reserve as authorized by chapter
1803 of title 10, United States Code, and Mili-
tary Construction Authorization Acts,
$330,572,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2028: Provided, That, of the
amount, not to exceed $12,146,000 shall be
available for study, planning, design, and ar-
chitect and engineer services, as authorized
by law, unless the Chief of the Air Force Re-
serve determines that additional obligations
are necessary for such purposes and notifies
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of the determination and
the reasons therefor: Provided further, That
of the amount made available under this
heading, $29,000,000 shall be for the projects
and activities, and in the amounts, specified
in the table under the heading ‘‘Military
Construction, Air Force Reserve’ in the re-
port accompanying this Act, in addition to
amounts otherwise available for such pur-
poses.

NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION

SECURITY INVESTMENT PROGRAM

For the United States share of the cost of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization Se-
curity Investment Program for the acquisi-
tion and construction of military facilities
and installations (including international
military headquarters) and for related ex-
penses for the collective defense of the North
Atlantic Treaty Area as authorized by sec-
tion 2806 of title 10, United States Code, and
Military Construction Authorization Acts,
$293,434,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE

ACCOUNT

For deposit into the Department of De-
fense Base Closure Account, established by
section 2906(a) of the Defense Base Closure
and Realignment Act of 1990 (10 U.S.C. 2687
note), $539,174,000, to remain available until
expended.

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, ARMY

For expenses of family housing for the
Army for construction, including acquisi-
tion, replacement, addition, expansion, ex-
tension, and alteration, as authorized by
law, $304,895,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2028.

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE, ARMY

For expenses of family housing for the

Army for operation and maintenance, includ-

July 26, 2023

ing debt payment, leasing, minor construc-
tion, principal and interest charges, and in-
surance premiums, as authorized by law,
$395,485,000.
FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND
MARINE CORPS

For expenses of family housing for the
Navy and Marine Corps for construction, in-
cluding acquisition, replacement, addition,
expansion, extension, and alteration, as au-
thorized by law, $277,142,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2028.

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE, NAVY AND MARINE CORPS

For expenses of family housing for the
Navy and Marine Corps for operation and
maintenance, including debt payment, leas-
ing, minor construction, principal and inter-
est charges, and insurance premiums, as au-
thorized by law, $373,854,000.

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE

For expenses of family housing for the Air
Force for construction, including acquisi-
tion, replacement, addition, expansion, ex-
tension, and alteration, as authorized by
law, $237,097,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2028.

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE, AIR FORCE

For expenses of family housing for the Air
Force for operation and maintenance, in-
cluding debt payment, leasing, minor con-
struction, principal and interest charges, and
insurance premiums, as authorized by law,
$324,386,000.

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE, DEFENSE-WIDE

For expenses of family housing for the ac-
tivities and agencies of the Department of
Defense (other than the military depart-
ments) for operation and maintenance, leas-
ing, and minor construction, as authorized
by law, $50,785,000.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
FAMILY HOUSING IMPROVEMENT FUND

For the Department of Defense Family
Housing Improvement Fund, $6,611,000, to re-
main available until expended, for family
housing initiatives undertaken pursuant to
section 2883 of title 10, United States Code,
providing alternative means of acquiring and
improving military family housing and sup-
porting facilities.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

MILITARY UNACCOMPANIED HOUSING
IMPROVEMENT FUND

For the Department of Defense Military
Unaccompanied Housing Improvement Fund,
$496,000, to remain available until expended,
for unaccompanied housing initiatives un-
dertaken pursuant to section 2883 of title 10,
United States Code, providing alternative
means of acquiring and improving military
unaccompanied housing and supporting fa-
cilities.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

SEC. 101. None of the funds made available
in this title shall be expended for payments
under a cost-plus-a-fixed-fee contract for
construction, where cost estimates exceed
$25,000, to be performed within the United
States, except Alaska, without the specific
approval in writing of the Secretary of De-
fense setting forth the reasons therefor.

SEC. 102. Funds made available in this title
for construction shall be available for hire of
passenger motor vehicles.

SEC. 103. Funds made available in this title
for construction may be used for advances to
the Federal Highway Administration, De-
partment of Transportation, for the con-
struction of access roads as authorized by
section 210 of title 23, United States Code,
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when projects authorized therein are cer-
tified as important to the national defense
by the Secretary of Defense.

SEC. 104. None of the funds made available
in this title may be used to begin construc-
tion of new bases in the United States for
which specific appropriations have not been
made.

SEC. 105. None of the funds made available
in this title shall be used for purchase of
land or land easements in excess of 100 per-
cent of the value as determined by the Army
Corps of Engineers or the Naval Facilities
Engineering Command, except: (1) where
there is a determination of value by a Fed-
eral court; (2) purchases negotiated by the
Attorney General or the designee of the At-
torney General; (3) where the estimated
value is less than $25,000; or (4) as otherwise
determined by the Secretary of Defense to be
in the public interest.

SEC. 106. None of the funds made available
in this title shall be used to: (1) acquire land;
(2) provide for site preparation; or (3) install
utilities for any family housing, except hous-
ing for which funds have been made available
in annual Acts making appropriations for
military construction.

SEC. 107. None of the funds made available
in this title for minor construction may be
used to transfer or relocate any activity
from one base or installation to another,
without prior notification to the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress.

SEC. 108. None of the funds made available
in this title may be used for the procurement
of steel for any construction project or activ-
ity for which American steel producers, fab-
ricators, and manufacturers have been de-
nied the opportunity to compete for such
steel procurement.

SEC. 109. None of the funds available to the
Department of Defense for military con-
struction or family housing during the cur-
rent fiscal year may be used to pay real
property taxes in any foreign nation.

SEC. 110. None of the funds made available
in this title may be used to initiate a new in-
stallation overseas without prior notifica-
tion to the Committees on Appropriations of
both Houses of Congress.

SEC. 111. None of the funds made available
in this title may be obligated for architect
and engineer contracts estimated by the
Government to exceed $500,000 for projects to
be accomplished in Japan, in any North At-
lantic Treaty Organization member country,
or in countries bordering the Arabian Gulf,
unless such contracts are awarded to United
States firms or United States firms in joint
venture with host nation firms.

SEC. 112. None of the funds made available
in this title for military construction in the
United States territories and possessions in
the Pacific and on Kwajalein Atoll, or in
countries bordering the Arabian Gulf, may
be used to award any contract estimated by
the Government to exceed $1,000,000 to a for-
eign contractor: Provided, That this section
shall not be applicable to contract awards
for which the lowest responsive and respon-
sible bid of a United States contractor ex-
ceeds the lowest responsive and responsible
bid of a foreign contractor by greater than 20
percent: Provided further, That this section
shall not apply to contract awards for mili-
tary construction on Kwajalein Atoll for
which the lowest responsive and responsible
bid is submitted by a Marshallese con-
tractor.

SEC. 113. The Secretary of Defense shall in-
form the appropriate committees of both
Houses of Congress, including the Commit-
tees on Appropriations, of plans and scope of
any proposed military exercise involving
United States personnel 30 days prior to its
occurring, if amounts expended for construc-
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tion, either temporary or permanent, are an-
ticipated to exceed $100,000.

SEC. 114. Funds appropriated to the Depart-
ment of Defense for construction in prior
years shall be available for construction au-
thorized for each such military department
by the authorizations enacted into law dur-
ing the current session of Congress.

SEC. 115. For military construction or fam-
ily housing projects that are being com-
pleted with funds otherwise expired or lapsed
for obligation, expired or lapsed funds may
be used to pay the cost of associated super-
vision, inspection, overhead, engineering and
design on those projects and on subsequent
claims, if any.

SEC. 116. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, any funds made available to a
military department or defense agency for
the construction of military projects may be
obligated for a military construction project
or contract, or for any portion of such a
project or contract, at any time before the
end of the fourth fiscal year after the fiscal
year for which funds for such project were
made available, if the funds obligated for
such project: (1) are obligated from funds
available for military construction projects;
and (2) do not exceed the amount appro-
priated for such project, plus any amount by
which the cost of such project is increased
pursuant to law.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 117. Subject to 30 days prior notifica-
tion, or 14 days for a notification provided in
an electronic medium pursuant to sections
480 and 2883 of title 10, United States Code, to
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress, such additional amounts
as may be determined by the Secretary of
Defense may be transferred to: (1) the De-
partment of Defense Family Housing Im-
provement Fund from amounts appropriated
for construction in ‘“Family Housing”’ ac-
counts, to be merged with and to be avail-
able for the same purposes and for the same
period of time as amounts appropriated di-
rectly to the Fund; or (2) the Department of
Defense Military Unaccompanied Housing
Improvement Fund from amounts appro-
priated for construction of military unac-
companied housing in ‘“Military Construc-
tion” accounts, to be merged with and to be
available for the same purposes and for the
same period of time as amounts appropriated
directly to the Fund: Provided, That appro-
priations made available to the Funds shall
be available to cover the costs, as defined in
section 502(5) of the Congressional Budget
Act of 1974, of direct loans or loan guaran-
tees issued by the Department of Defense
pursuant to the provisions of subchapter IV
of chapter 169 of title 10, United States Code,
pertaining to alternative means of acquiring
and improving military family housing, mili-
tary unaccompanied housing, and supporting
facilities.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 118. In addition to any other transfer
authority available to the Department of De-
fense, amounts may be transferred from the
Department of Defense Base Closure Account
to the fund established by section 1013(d) of
the Demonstration Cities and Metropolitan
Development Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 3374) to
pay for expenses associated with the Home-
owners Assistance Program incurred under
42 U.S.C. 3374(a)(1)(A). Any amounts trans-
ferred shall be merged with and be available
for the same purposes and for the same time
period as the fund to which transferred.

SEC. 119. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, funds made available in this title
for operation and maintenance of family
housing shall be the exclusive source of
funds for repair and maintenance of all fam-
ily housing units, including general or flag
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officer quarters: Provided, That not more
than $15,000 per unit may be spent annually
for the maintenance and repair of any gen-
eral or flag officer quarters without 30 days
prior notification, or 14 days for a notifica-
tion provided in an electronic medium pursu-
ant to sections 480 and 2883 of title 10, United
States Code, to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress, except
that an after-the-fact notification shall be
submitted if the limitation is exceeded sole-
ly due to costs associated with environ-
mental remediation that could not be rea-
sonably anticipated at the time of the budg-
et submission: Provided further, That the
Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller) is
to report annually to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress all
operation and maintenance expenditures for
each individual general or flag officer quar-
ters for the prior fiscal year.

SEC. 120. Amounts contained in the Ford
Island Improvement Account established by
subsection (h) of section 2814 of title 10,
United States Code, are appropriated and
shall be available until expended for the pur-
poses specified in subsection (i)(1) of such
section or until transferred pursuant to sub-
section (i)(3) of such section.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 121. During the 5-year period after ap-
propriations available in this Act to the De-
partment of Defense for military construc-
tion and family housing operation and main-
tenance and construction have expired for
obligation, upon a determination that such
appropriations will not be necessary for the
liquidation of obligations or for making au-
thorized adjustments to such appropriations
for obligations incurred during the period of
availability of such appropriations, unobli-
gated balances of such appropriations may
be transferred into the appropriation ‘‘For-
eign Currency Fluctuations, Construction,
Defense’, to be merged with and to be avail-
able for the same time period and for the
same purposes as the appropriation to which
transferred.

SEC. 122. Amounts appropriated or other-
wise made available in an account funded
under the headings in this title may be
transferred among projects and activities
within the account in accordance with the
reprogramming guidelines for military con-
struction and family housing construction
contained in Department of Defense Finan-
cial Management Regulation 7000.14-R,