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of government rolling back degree re-
quirements resulting in greater eco-
nomic opportunity for every American,
no matter their ZIP Code.

Many large companies have done
away with unnecessary degree require-
ments. If the government was run like
a business, I think we would be much
better off.

This bipartisan bill codifies—I hope
no one’s head explodes today—a
Trump-era executive order maintained
by the Biden administration. I can
think of nothing more bipartisan than
this.

Lastly, I thank my colleague KATIE
PORTER from California for her work
on this valuable piece of legislation.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4
minutes to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. PORTER).

Ms. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Chairman COMER and Ranking Member
RASKIN for recognizing me.

I rise today in support of legislation
that I partnered on with Congress-
woman MACE to modernize hiring guid-
ance for Federal cybersecurity security
jobs. She and I both agree that govern-
ment employees should be the best in
the business. Taxpayers deserve noth-
ing less from the people we employ.

How do we get the best of the best
into our Federal jobs? Just like in any
market, it all comes down to one thing:
fostering competition.

For too long, overly restrictive Fed-
eral hiring guidance has stifled com-
petition and prevented Federal agen-
cies from being able to hire the best ap-
plicants for cybersecurity jobs if they
don’t meet all of the stringent edu-
cational requirements.

If who gets hired for our Federal jobs
always comes down to just one creden-
tial, our government is going to miss
out on some great employees.

No part of the Federal Government
should disqualify an individual from
winning the competition for a Federal
job based on whether they have one
type of educational credential. We are
only going to figure out who is best to
fill a role if we let all qualified can-
didates show us all their qualifications.

The truth is, there is not one type of
educational experience that is always
going to make a cybersecurity profes-
sional the best of the best. I am a
former college professor, and I know
that a lot of people will learn skills in
their college degree programs that pre-
pare them to be a Federal cybersecu-
rity professional. At the same time, I
also know that college isn’t affordable
and accessible for everyone, and the re-
ality is that many people gain the
skills necessary to succeed at Federal
cybersecurity jobs through other life
experiences.

The door must be open to both types
of qualified candidates, and the Federal
Government should then be able to
pick who is most prepared to do the job
based on a holistic view of the can-
didates.

The Modernizing the Acquisition of
Cybersecurity Experts, MACE, Act
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stops the Federal Government from
ruling out people without a specific
educational credential. Instead, it lets
all qualified applicants compete and
gives the Federal Government more
choices. This is something we should be
able to agree on regardless of party.

This bill mirrors an executive order
that was issued under President Trump
and President Biden has chosen to keep
it on the books today. It has worked
under administrations of both parties,
and now we need to make it permanent
in our law.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my Democratic
and Republican colleagues to support
this bill. We can only have the best
Federal cybersecurity professionals
when we have had the chance to con-
sider all of the qualified candidates,
and the MACE Act will give us this
chance.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I thank the distinguished gentle-
woman from California for her intro-
duction of this legislation with Con-
gresswoman MACE and for her leader-
ship here.

The gentlewoman is absolutely right
that there are people who may have
gotten a college degree and a Ph.D. in
some other field but are completely un-
prepared and unqualified to have a cy-
bersecurity professional’s job in the
Federal Government, and there are
those who never went to college at all
who would be excellently prepared
based on what their professional and
life experience has been.

I thank them for moving in this di-
rection, and I hope we can look at some
other parts of Federal hiring to make
sure we are making equivalent adjust-
ments, so we are getting, as the gentle-
woman says, the best candidates.

I am wondering—and I would yield to
the gentleman for a second, if he knows
the answer to this.

Is it just a happy coincidence that
the acronym for this legislation is the
MACE Act? Was that pure coincidence?
I don’t know.

In any event, I congratulate Ms.
MACE and Ms. PORTER on this excellent
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, the Mod-
ernizing the Acquisition of Cybersecu-
rity Experts Act will ensure that the
Federal Government can hire any
qualified cybersecurity professional as
long as they have the right knowledge
and skills even if they do not have a
fancy degree. I encourage my House
colleagues to support this common-
sense government transparency bill,
the MACE Act, sponsored by Chair-
woman NANCY MACE, that will make
America smarter and more secure.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.
COMER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, HR. 4502, as
amended.

October 2, 2023

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 43 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
O 1830

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. ELLZEY) at 6 o’clock and
30 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed. Votes will be taken
in the following order:

Motions to suspend the rules and
pass:

H.R. 2379;

H.R. 4502; and

Agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal, if ordered.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant
to clause 9 of rule XX, remaining elec-
tronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

————

VETERANS OF THE VIETNAM WAR
MEMORIAL POST OFFICE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2379) to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 616 East Main Street in St.
Charles, Illinois, as the ‘‘Veterans of
the Vietnam War Memorial Post Of-
fice’” on which the yeas and nays were
ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.
COMER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 390, nays 0,
answered ‘‘present’ 1, not voting 42, as
follows:

[Roll No. 514]
YEAS—390

Aguilar
Alford

Allen
Allred

Adams
Aderholt
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Amodei
Armstrong
Arrington
Auchincloss
Babin
Bacon
Baird
Balderson
Balint
Banks

Barr
Barragan
Bean (FL)
Beatty
Bentz

Bera

Beyer

Bice

Biggs
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (NC)
Blumenauer
Blunt Rochester
Boebert
Bonamici
Bost
Bowman
Boyle (PA)
Brecheen
Brown
Buck
Bucshon
Budzinski
Burchett
Burgess
Burlison
Bush
Calvert
Cammack
Caraveo
Carbajal
Cardenas
Carey

Carl
Carson
Carter (GA)
Carter (LA)
Cartwright
Casar

Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chavez-DeRemer
Chu
Ciscomani
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Cloud
Clyde
Cohen

Cole
Collins
Comer
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crane
Crawford
Crockett
Crow
Cuellar
Curtis
D’Esposito
Davids (KS)
Dayvis (IL)
Davis (NC)
De La Cruz
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
DesdJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Donalds
Duarte
Duncan
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Escobar
Espaillat

Ezell
Fallon
Feenstra
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fletcher
Flood
Foster
Foushee
Foxx
Frankel, Lois
Franklin, C.
Scott
Frost
Fry
Fulcher
Gaetz
Gallagher
Gallego
Garbarino
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Garcia, Mike
Garcia, Robert
Gimenez
Golden (ME)
Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Gonzales, Tony
Gonzalez,
Vicente
Good (VA)
Gooden (TX)
Gosar
Gottheimer
Granger
Graves (LA)
Green (TN)
Green, Al (TX)
Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grijalva
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Harder (CA)
Harris
Harshbarger
Hayes
Hern
Higgins (LA)
Higgins (NY)
Hill
Himes
Hinson
Horsford
Houchin
Houlahan
Hoyer
Hoyle (OR)
Hudson
Huffman
Huizenga
Hunt
Issa
Ivey
Jackson (IL)
Jackson (NC)
Jackson (TX)
Jacobs
James
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kaptur
Kean (NJ)
Keating
Kelly (MS)
Khanna
Kiggans (VA)
Kildee
Kiley
Kilmer
Kim (CA)
Kim (NJ)
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster
Kustoff
LaHood
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LaLota
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Landsman
Langworthy
Larson (CT)
Latta
LaTurner
Lawler

Lee (CA)
Lee (FL)
Lee (NV)
Lee (PA)
Leger Fernandez
Lesko
Letlow
Levin

Lieu
Lofgren
Lucas
Luttrell
Lynch
Mace
Magaziner
Malliotakis
Mann
Manning
Massie
Mast
Matsui
McBath
McCarthy
McCaul
McClain
McClellan
McClintock
McCollum
McCormick
McGarvey
McGovern
McHenry
Meeks
Menendez
Meng
Meuser
Mfume
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills
Molinaro
Moolenaar
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Moore (WI)
Moran
Morelle
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Murphy
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neguse
Newhouse
Nickel
Norcross
Norman
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ocasio-Cortez
Ogles
Omar
Owens
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pappas
Pascrell
Payne
Pence
Perez
Perry
Peters
Pettersen
Pfluger
Phillips
Pingree
Pocan
Porter
Posey
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez
Reschenthaler
Rodgers (WA)

Rogers (AL) Smith (MO) Torres (NY)
Rogers (KY) Smith (NJ) Trahan
Rose Smith (WA) Turner
Rosendale Sorensen Underwood
Ross Soto Valadao
Rouzer Spanberger Van Drew
Ruiz Spartz Van Duyne
Rutherford Stansbury Van Orden
Ryan Stanton Vasquez
Salazar Stauber Velazquez
Salinas Steel Wagner
Sanchez Stefanik Walberg
Santos Steil Waltz
Sarbanes Steube Wasserman
Scanlon Stevens Schultz
Schakowsky Strickland Waters
Schiff Strong Watson Coleman
Schneider Swalwell Weber (TX)
Scholten Takano Webster (FL)
Schrier Tenney Wenstrup
Schweikert Thanedar Westerman
Scott (VA) Thompson (CA) Wexton
Scott, Austin Thompson (MS) Wild

Scott, David

Thompson (PA)

Williams (GA)

Self Timmons Williams (NY)
Sessions Titus Wilson (SC)
Sewell Tlaib Wittman
Sherman Tokuda Womack
Sherrill Tonko Yakym
Slotkin Torres (CA) Zinke
ANSWERED “PRESENT’—1
Roy
NOT VOTING—42
Bergman Ferguson Raskin
Bilirakis Garamendi Ruppersberger
Brownley Graves (MO) Scalise
Buchanan Jackson Lee Simpson
Carter (TX) Kamlager-Dove Smith (NE)
Cherfilus- Kelly (IL) Smucker
McCormick Kelly (PA) Sykes
Cline Larsen (WA) Tiff
Clyburn Loudermilk Tl any
rone
Crenshaw Luetkemeyer
. Vargas
Davidson Luna Veasey
DelBene Mooney i
Eshoo Nehls Williams (TX)
Estes Pelosi Wilson (FL)
Evans Peltola
0 1852

Messrs. TURNER and CROW changed

their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.”

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the

bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

Stated for:

Mrs. CHERFILUS-McCORMICK. Mr. Speak-
er, had | been present, | would have voted

“yea” on rollcall No. 514.

————

MODERNIZING THE ACQUISITION
OF CYBERSECURITY EXPERTS
ACT OF 2023

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4502) to amend title 5, United
States Code, to allow Federal agencies
to establish educational requirements
for certain cybersecurity positions in
the competitive service, and for other
purposes, as amended, on which the
yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.
COMER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, as amended.

This is a 5-minute vote.
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The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 394, nays 1,
not voting 38, as follows:

Adams
Aderholt
Aguilar
Alford
Allen
Allred
Amodei
Armstrong
Arrington
Auchincloss
Babin
Bacon
Baird
Balderson
Balint
Banks
Barr
Barragan
Bean (FL)
Beatty
Bentz
Bera
Beyer
Bice
Biggs
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Blunt Rochester
Boebert
Bonamici
Bost
Bowman
Boyle (PA)
Brecheen
Brown
Buck
Bucshon
Budzinski
Burchett
Burgess
Burlison
Bush
Calvert
Cammack
Caraveo
Carbajal
Cardenas
Carey
Carl
Carson
Carter (GA)
Carter (LA)
Cartwright
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chavez-DeRemer
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Ciscomani
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Cloud
Clyburn
Clyde
Cohen
Cole
Collins
Comer
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crane
Crawford
Crockett
Crow
Cuellar
Curtis
D’Esposito
Davids (KS)
Davis (IL)
Davis (NC)
De La Cruz
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro

[Roll No. 515]

YEAS—39%4

Deluzio
DeSaulnier
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Donalds
Duarte
Duncan
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Escobar
Espaillat
Evans
Ezell
Fallon
Feenstra
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fletcher
Flood
Foster
Foushee
Foxx
Frankel, Lois
Franklin, C.
Scott
Frost
Fry
Fulcher
Gaetz
Gallagher
Gallego
Garbarino
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Garcia, Mike
Garcia, Robert
Gimenez
Golden (ME)
Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Gonzales, Tony
Gonzalez,
Vicente
Good (VA)
Gooden (TX)
Gosar
Gottheimer
Granger
Graves (LA)
Green (TN)
Green, Al (TX)
Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grijalva
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Harder (CA)
Harris
Harshbarger
Hayes
Hern
Higgins (LA)
Higgins (NY)
Hill
Himes
Hinson
Horsford
Houchin
Houlahan
Hoyer
Hoyle (OR)
Hudson
Huffman
Huizenga
Hunt
Issa
Ivey
Jackson (IL)
Jackson (NC)
Jackson (TX)
Jacobs
James
Jayapal

Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kaptur
Kean (NJ)
Keating
Kelly (MS)
Khanna
Kiggans (VA)
Kildee
Kiley
Kilmer
Kim (CA)
Kim (NJ)
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Landsman
Langworthy
Larson (CT)
Latta
LaTurner
Lawler

Lee (CA)
Lee (FL)
Lee (NV)
Lee (PA)
Leger Fernandez
Letlow
Levin

Lieu
Lofgren
Lucas
Luttrell
Lynch
Mace
Magaziner
Malliotakis
Mann
Manning
Massie
Mast
Matsui
McBath
McCarthy
McCaul
McClain
McClellan
McClintock
McCollum
McCormick
McGarvey
McGovern
McHenry
Meeks
Menendez
Meng
Meuser
Mfume
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills
Molinaro
Moolenaar
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Moore (WI)
Moran
Morelle
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Murphy
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neguse
Newhouse
Nickel
Norcross
Norman
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