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but it was removed by the Senate be-
cause of a disagreement on tax policy.

The bipartisan bill is a top priority. I
commend and thank my colleague
MIKE THOMPSON, from the wine coun-
try, in helping, and our Ways and
Means chairman, JASON SMITH, in see-
ing it through in committee in order to
bring this relief to disaster survivors
and fire victims.

———

UKRAINE AND ISRAEL
INHERENTLY INTERTWINED

(Ms. HOULAHAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Speaker, we
cannot rely on words alone to repel
Russian aggression in Ukraine nor to
extinguish terrorism in the Middle
East. Rather, we must also provide ma-
terial support to our democratic part-
ners, as well. We must not cleave Israel
and Israeli funding and Ukraine and
Ukrainian funding into two separate
spending votes because their fight for
freedom is actually one and the same.

The stories of Ukraine and Israel are
inherently intertwined, and I am the
daughter of their woven histories and
struggles. With forged papers, my Jew-
ish father evaded the Nazi threat in
Lviv. The vast majority of his family
was murdered in the Holocaust, but the
few who survived emigrated to the
United States, Australia, and Israel.

It is an absolute dereliction of our
duty to democracy to condition and po-
liticize our support for Israel or
Ukraine. To do so would signal to our
adversaries abroad that we don’t have
the willpower, that we don’t have the
courage, to stand up to
authoritarianism or extremism wher-
ever it rears its ugly head.

We cannot send that message. We
cannot appease evil. We cannot afford
to backslide in defense of democracy.

———

WHAT MONEY LAUNDERING LOOKS
LIKE

(Ms. GREENE of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. GREENE of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I am here to inform the House of
Representatives that the Committee on
Oversight and Accountability has in-
deed brought forward the receipts in
our impeachment inquiry of Joe Biden.

Through our investigation, we have
uncovered a check to Joe Biden for
$200,000. This comes from foreign funds
from a country in the Middle East
through a struggling company. You
can see the check is directly made to
Joe Biden. This is what money laun-
dering looks like.

We have also uncovered and released
today another check to Joseph R.
Biden for $40,000. This $40,000 is a check
written to him by his brother and sis-
ter-in-law, James and Sara Biden, and
this check comes from funds directly
through money laundering through the
CCP.
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No President of the United States, no
Vice President, or no officeholder
should ever engage in money laun-
dering, receiving money, selling out
their office, selling out their power,
and getting paid from foreign coun-
tries. We must continue our impeach-
ment inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

DEFENDING THE HUDSON RIVER

(Mr. RYAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RYAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in defense of the Hudson River in New
York State.

For too long, too many that have
enough wealth and enough power have
gotten away with dumping toxic mate-
rials into our river, putting their prof-
its ahead of the health and safety of
our families.

Now those same forces are at it
again, attempting an end around ma-
neuver that would turn our precious
Hudson River into a parking lot for
dangerous barges carrying oil, asphalt,
and other toxic materials.

To be very clear, this presents a clear
and present danger to our community,
and we must and we will stop it.

Mr. Speaker, that is why I demanded
that the Coast Guard uphold the an-
choring ban on the Hudson River and
why I am calling on every single Hud-
son Valley resident to join me in this
fight to protect our river.

This is where my kids and your Kids
and grandkids play. It is where we get
our drinking water for over 100,000 of
our residents. It is the lifeblood of our
community, not a parking lot for big
corporations looking to make even
more money.

We owe it to our kids, our seniors,
and our future generations to fight for
our river with everything that we have.

——

ISRAEL NEEDS OUR
UNCONDITIONAL SUPPORT

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, on
October 7, Hamas invaded Israel in a
horrific, barbaric terrorist attack, kill-
ing more than 1,400 people, injuring
thousands more, and taking 240 citi-
zens hostage, including American citi-
zZens.

Today, Israel finds itself in a war
with Hamas. Hundreds of thousands of
Israelis have been evacuated. A million
Palestinian citizens have had to evac-
uate from the fighting as Hamas holds
human shields, still holds its captives,
and continues to fire more than 8,000
rockets into Israel.

Israel needs our support. On Friday,
this body will consider legislation pro-
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viding that emergency supplemental
support. On Friday, for the first time,
Republicans in this body will condition
that aid and try to add legislation to
rescind IRS agents that will cost the
United States Treasury $12.5 billion.

This is dangerous, reckless, and irre-
sponsible. It is irresponsible because it
costs the Treasury money, reckless be-
cause it is conditioning aid for the first
time, and dangerous because it puts
Israel in a precarious position.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues
not to allow this bill to come to the
floor and instead to put a clean supple-
mental bill on the floor.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

——————

DECLARING IT IS THE POLICY OF
THE UNITED STATES THAT A
NUCLEAR ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF
IRAN IS NOT ACCEPTABLE

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 559) declaring it is the
policy of the United States that a nu-
clear Islamic Republic of Iran is not
acceptable.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 559

Whereas an Islamic Republic of Iran that
possesses a nuclear weapon would be an un-
acceptable threat to regional and global se-
curity;

Whereas Iran continues to enrich and
stockpile uranium far in excess of the limits
set under United Nations Security Council
Resolution 2231 (2015);

Whereas the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) confirmed in May 2023 that
Iran continues to enrich uranium to 60-per-
cent purity;

Whereas the United States Ambassador to
the Vienna Office of the United Nations and
to the TAEA, Laura Holgate, affirmed ‘‘Iran’s
production of uranium enriched up to 60 per-
cent has no credible peaceful purpose.’;

Whereas IAEA investigators found ura-
nium particles enriched to 83.7 percent at
Iran’s Fordow nuclear facility in January
2023;

Whereas uranium enriched to 90 percent is
weapons-grade material;

Whereas at a press conference in January
2023, TAEA Director General Rafael Grossi
stated regarding Iran: ‘‘One thing is true:
They have amassed enough nuclear material
for several nuclear weapons.”’;

Whereas, in March 2023, Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, General Mark Milley,
testified that ‘‘Iran could produce fissile ma-
terial for a nuclear weapon in less than two
weeks and would only take several more
months to produce an actual nuclear weap-
on.”’;
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Whereas Iran is now in possession of irre-
versible and dangerous nuclear knowledge;

Whereas Iran’s ongoing nuclear escalation
poses a serious threat to the United States
and its partners and allies including Israel;
and

Whereas international complacency to-
ward Iran’s illicit nuclear program threatens
the global nonproliferation regime: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives declares it is the policy of the United
States—

(1) that a nuclear Islamic Republic of Iran
is not acceptable;

(2) that Iran must not be able to obtain a
nuclear weapon under any circumstances or
conditions;

(3) to use all means necessary to prevent
Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon; and

(4) to recognize and support the freedom of
action of partners and allies, including
Israel, to prevent Iran from obtaining a nu-
clear weapon.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. MCCAUL) and the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. SCHNEIDER) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on this measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, Iran is a destabilizing
force in the region that poses a threat
to our allies and to our national secu-
rity interests.

That is why I introduced this resolu-
tion with a bipartisan group of cospon-
sors to make a clear, simple, and vital
statement that it is the official policy
of the United States that a nuclear
Iran is unacceptable and that we will
use all means necessary to prevent Iran
from obtaining a nuclear weapon.

This resolution is short and to the
point. There is no hedging or equivo-
cation. If we project weakness, it will
only embolden Iran.
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In recent years, Iran has pushed its
nuclear provocations to the brink, en-
riching uranium to 60 percent and
openly violating both the JCPOA and
its nonproliferation treaty obligations,
and even kicking out one-third of in-
spectors from the TAEA.

Iran is the world’s leading state spon-
sor of terrorism. The Iranian regime
has funded Hamas and other Pales-
tinian terrorist groups to the tune of
$100 million per year. Five hundred
Hamas fighters reportedly trained in
Iran in September before the October 7
invasion and terrorist attack.

What is Hamas doing right now?

It is waging a barbaric war against
our friend and ally, Israel, and now
Iran’s proxies are engaged in nearly
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daily attacks on our soldiers—on U.S.
troops—in the Middle East who remain
in the region to ensure the enduring
defeat of ISIS.

Put simply, we need to restore deter-
rence against Iran. We need to use
every tool at our disposal to keep Iran
from having a nuclear weapon. It is
critical that this body votes together
to send a clear and loud message that
Iran cannot obtain a nuclear weapon
under any circumstances.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my friend,
BRAD SCHNEIDER from Illinois, for join-
ing me in introducing this resolution. I
urge my colleagues to join me in vot-
ing for this resolution today, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. This House of Representatives
has a long history of working to halt
Iran’s nuclear program. We all know
why the terrorist regime in Tehran
must never ever obtain a nuclear weap-
on.

Look at what Iran is doing right now.
They are complicit in Hamas’ ter-
rorism in Israel. Through proxies the
regime is targeting American forces in
the region with deadly force. They
have built the region’s most powerful
terrorist organization, Hezbollah,
which destabilizes Lebanon and threat-
ens Israel with hundreds of thousands
of sophisticated missiles. Iran props up
the criminal Assad regime in Syria and
the Houthis in Yemen. They interfere
with global shipping, evade sanctions,
and attempt to murder Israelis and
others around the world.

These are only a few of the examples
of Iran’s nefarious behavior. Imagine
what they could and would do if they
operated under the safety of a nuclear
umbrella.

Democrats and Republicans alike
have said for many years: Iran can
never be allowed to obtain a nuclear
weapon. Since the 2018 ill-conceived
withdrawal from the JCPOA, Iran’s nu-
clear program has surged to extraor-
dinarily dangerous levels, and the op-
tions to stop Iran from processing
weapons grade, 90 percent highly en-
riched uranium are increasingly lim-
ited.

In August, the TAEA reported that
Iran’s stockpile of 60 percent enriched
uranium has grown since its May re-
port. Iran now possesses almost 15
times the amount of enriched uranium
allowed under the JCPOA. Further-
more, in September, Iran informed the
IAEA of its decision to remove about
one-third of the IAEA inspectors from
the country.

I will argue that we cannot take di-
plomacy off the table. We must keep
all options open, but this is a very dan-
gerous moment in dealing with Iran’s
nuclear program.

In May, White House National Secu-
rity Advisor Jake Sullivan said: ‘“We
are also engaging Iran diplomatically
regarding its nuclear program, and we
continue to believe that it was a tragic
mistake to leave the deal with nothing
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at all to replace it. But we have made
clear to Iran that it can never be per-
mitted to obtain a nuclear weapon. As
President Biden has repeatedly re-
affirmed, he will take the actions that
are necessary to stand by this state-
ment, including by recognizing Israel’s
freedom of action.”

The resolution before us today com-
plements the Biden administration pol-
icy of leaving all options on the table,
and I am pleased to co-lead it with my
friend, Chairman MCcCCAUL. I will re-
peat: The regime in Iran can never
have a nuclear weapon.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. SELF), who is a member of the
Foreign Affairs Committee.

Mr. SELF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in support of Mr. McCAUL’s resolution
to declare the policy of the United
States that a nuclear Iran is not ac-
ceptable.

I commanded a Green Beret Special
Forces detachment that deployed a
tactical nuclear weapon, and I stood
strategic nuclear watch for 1 year. I
was intimately familiar with the single
integrated operations plan, the stra-
tegic nuclear plan. I knew in detail the
tens of thousands of deaths that nu-
clear war entails.

The United States and our allies, in-
cluding Israel, must prevent Iran from
obtaining a nuclear weapon by any
means necessary.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this resolution.

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from North Carolina (Ms. MANNING),
who is the vice ranking member of the
House Foreign Affairs Committee.

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my friend, Representative SCHNEIDER,
for yielding me time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
bipartisan House resolution that I
helped introduce with the House For-
eign Affairs Committee chairman,
MIKE McCAUL, and Representative
SCHNEIDER and others to make clear
that the United States will never tol-
erate Iran acquiring a nuclear weapon.

Iran is the principle source of insta-
bility in the region. It is a major
threat to our interests and remains the
world’s leading sponsor of terrorism,
supporting terrorist groups like Hamas
in their brutal quest to destroy our
ally Israel.

On October 7 we witnessed the grue-
some results of Iran’s support for
Hamas. This is the kind of terror that
Iran facilitates.

An armed Iran with a nuclear weapon
would represent an even greater, en-
tirely unacceptable threat to Israel and
the world.

For the past few years, Iran has fla-
grantly violated the terms of the nu-
clear deal, blown past restrictions, con-
tinued to enrich uranium to dangerous
levels, bringing it closer than ever to
being able to produce nuclear weapons.
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That is why this resolution emphasizes
that it is U.S. policy to prevent a nu-
clear armed Iran, as President Biden
himself has made clear, and to support
our partners and allies like Israel in
the face of such an existential threat.
Sending a clear message that Iran can-
not acquire a nuclear weapon is about
deterring Iran, not seeking confronta-
tion or war with them.

Colleagues on both sides of the aisle
should agree that it is absolutely in
our interest to restrain Iran’s nuclear
ambitions, and it is in the interest of a
more stable, secure, and peaceful re-
gion.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues
to vote in support of the resolution.

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, and I reserve the
right to close. I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. CASTRO), who is an es-
teemed member of our Foreign Affairs
Committee and ranking member of the
Western Hemisphere Subcommittee.

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
unfortunately, I have to rise in opposi-
tion to H. Res. 559.

I am proud to represent San Antonio,
Texas, known as Military City, USA,
which is home to one of the largest
concentrations of military bases in the
United States.

Every year tens of thousands of
young men and women pass through
my city on their way to military thea-
ters around the world. Their lives are
sacred, and Congress needs to be care-
ful about how our decisions can put
them in harm’s way.

While this is a nonbinding resolution,
it would speak for the House of Rep-
resentatives without meaningfully en-
gaging with the broad range of tools at
our disposal to prevent Iranian pro-
liferation.

I strongly oppose Iran’s pursuit of a
nuclear weapon. That is why I sup-
ported President Obama’s efforts to
constrain Iran’s nuclear program
through the JCPOA and why I opposed
Donald Trump’s decision to release
Iran from the restrictions on its nu-
clear program by violating and then
withdrawing from the JCPOA.

Nonetheless, this resolution, in say-
ing the United States must use ‘‘all
means necessary’’ to prevent Iran from
pursuing a nuclear weapon goes too far.

Do we support sending U.S. forces,
ground troops, into Iran to stop their
nuclear program?

What about using a nuclear weapon
ourselves?

That is what the language of this res-
olution would support or allow. This
isn’t just leaving all our options on the
table. This resolution endorses every

option.
In recent years, Congress has had im-
portant, bipartisan conversations

about reclaiming our constitutional
authority over the use of military
force. If the Congress is going to en-
dorse the use of force, even in a non-
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binding resolution, then we need a
more deliberate debate before going
forward.

This resolution also commits the
United States to endorse the actions of
any of our partners and allies to pre-
vent Iran from obtaining a nuclear
weapon.

Would we support Saudi Arabia or
the UAE if they were to unilaterally
strike Iran putting hundreds of U.S.
forces stationed in the Persian Gulf at
risk?

This resolution commits to uncondi-
tionally supporting their ‘‘freedom of
action.”

While I strongly oppose Iran’s nu-
clear program, Mr. Speaker, the lan-
guage we are voting on today goes too
far, and I urge my colleagues to vote
“nO.”

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 559 is an impor-
tant restatement of administration
policy. The Iranian regime should
never ever be allowed to acquire a nu-
clear weapon.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the measure, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, we have
seen repeatedly through history that
weakness invites aggression. We cer-
tainly saw that in World War II with
Hitler’s aggression. Our adversaries,
Russia, China, Iran, and North Korea
are increasingly working together to
upend the global balance of power.
They are enabling each other’s aggres-
sion against the United States and our
allies.

This body has a responsibility to
project strength and protect the Amer-
ican people. We will speak with one
voice as we deliver a clear message
that Iran’s nuclear escalation must
stop, that a nuclear Iran is simply un-
acceptable, and that the United States
will never permit a nuclear Iran to
exist.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in voting for this important
resolution, which is an important voice
of the United States of America
through its Representatives, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
McCAUL) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 559.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.
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HAMAS AND OTHER PALESTINIAN
TERRORIST GROUPS INTER-
NATIONAL FINANCING PREVEN-
TION ACT

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 340) to impose sanctions with re-
spect to foreign support for terrorist
organizations, including Hamas and
the Palestinian Islamic Jihad, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 340

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Hamas and
Other Palestinian Terrorist Groups Inter-
national Financing Prevention Act’’.

SEC. 2. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

It shall be the policy of the TUnited
States—

(1) to prevent Hamas, Palestinian Islamic
Jihad, Al-Agsa Martyrs Brigade, the Lion’s
Den, or any affiliate or successor thereof
from accessing its international support net-
works; and

(2) to oppose Hamas, the Palestinian Is-
lamic Jihad, Al-Agsa Martyrs Brigade, the
Lion’s Den, or any affiliate or successor
thereof from using goods, including medicine
and dual use items, to smuggle weapons and
other materials to further acts of terrorism,
including against Israel.

SEC. 3. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS WITH RE-
SPECT TO FOREIGN PERSONS SUP-
PORTING ACTS OF TERRORISM OR
ENGAGING IN SIGNIFICANT TRANS-
ACTIONS WITH SENIOR MEMBERS
OF HAMAS, PALESTINIAN ISLAMIC
JIHAD AND OTHER PALESTINIAN
TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
President shall impose the sanctions de-
scribed in subsection (c) with respect to each
foreign person that the President deter-
mines, on or after the date of the enactment
of this Act, engages in an activity described
in subsection (b).

(b) ACTIVITIES DESCRIBED.—A foreign per-
son engages in an activity described in this
subsection if the foreign person knowingly—

(1) assists in sponsoring or providing sig-
nificant financial, material, or technological
support for, or goods or other services to en-
able, acts of terrorism; or

(2) engages, directly or indirectly, in a sig-
nificant transaction with—

(A) a senior member of Hamas, Palestinian
Islamic Jihad, Al-Agsa Martyrs Brigade, the
Lion’s Den, or any affiliate or successor
thereof; or

(B) a senior member of a foreign terrorist
organization designated pursuant to section
219 of the Immigration and Nationality Act
(8 U.S.C. 1189) that is responsible for pro-
viding, directly or indirectly, support to
Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, Al-Agsa
Martyrs Brigade, the Lion’s Den, or any af-
filiate or successor thereof.

(c) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The President
shall exercise all of the powers granted to
the President under the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701
et seq.) to the extent necessary to block and
prohibit all transactions in property and in-
terests in property of a foreign person de-
scribed in subsection (a) if such property and
interests in property are in the United
States, come within the United States, or
are or come within the possession or control
of a United States person.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-07T06:53:53-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




