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to undermine the United States and
our allies, we must enforce these sanc-
tions, which is why it is critically im-
portant that we pass H.R. 3774 so that
we can enact sanctions on the buyer.

China has been the largest buyer of
Iranian petroleum. Their refineries are
built to refine that oil. Our allies
around the world must recognize and
understand the threats that are ema-
nating from this unholy alliance.

I urge all of my colleagues in both
parties to support this bipartisan, com-
monsense legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
LAWLER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3774, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

————

URGING THE EUROPEAN UNION TO
DESIGNATE HIZBALLAH IN ITS
ENTIRETY AS A TERRORIST OR-
GANIZATION

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H. Res. 599) urging the European
Union to designate Hizballah in its en-
tirety as a terrorist organization.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H. RES. 599

Whereas, in April 1983, a Hizballah terror
attack against the United States Embassy in
Beirut killed 63 people;

Whereas, in October 1983, a Hizballah ter-
ror attack against the United States Marine
barracks in Beirut, Lebanon, killed 241
American and 58 French servicemembers
supporting the Multinational Force peace-
keeping mission;

Whereas, in July 2012, a Hizballah terror
attack, carried out by an operative with dual
Lebanese-French citizenship, in Burgas, Bul-
garia, killed 5 Israeli tourists and 1 Bul-
garian;

Whereas, in March 2013, a Swedish-Leba-
nese Hizballah operative in Cyprus was con-
victed of planning terror attacks against
Israeli tourists;

Whereas, in June 2015, a Hizballah opera-
tive was sentenced to 6 years in prison after
he stockpiled more than 8 tons of ammonium
nitrate in Cyprus;

Whereas the Hizballah International Fi-
nancing Prevention Act of 2015 (Public Law
114-102) and the Hizballah International Fi-
nancing Prevention Amendments Act of 2018
(Public Law 115-272) broadened financial sec-
tor sanctions against Hizballah to compel
foreign financial institutions to refrain from
supporting the terrorist group;

Whereas, in May 2018, the Department of
the Treasury imposed sanctions on Abdullah
Safi-Al-Din, Hizballah’s representative to
Iran, Mohammad Ibrahim Bazzi, a Hizballah
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financier, and blacklisted 5 of Bazzi’s compa-
nies, including Belgian energy services con-
glomerate Global Trading Group NV;

Whereas, in October 2018, French police
raided the Islamic Zahra Centre on suspicion
of supporting Hizballah, freezing the organi-
zation’s funds, and seizing illegal weapons;

Whereas, in September 2020, 4 former lead-
ers of the Zahra Centre France were arrested
on suspicion of continuing to run that asso-
ciation and supporting Hizballah;

Whereas, in July 2019, the Department of
the Treasury designated 2 Hizballah-backed
members of Lebanese Parliament, Amin
Sherri and Muhammad Hasan Ra’d, and
Hizballah security official Wafiq Safa, stat-
ing that Hizballah uses its operatives in par-
liament to advance its violent activities;

Whereas, as of April 2021, Germany be-
lieved there to be 1,250 people with suspected
links to Hizballah in the country;

Whereas Europol’s June 2022 European
Union Terrorism Situation and Trend Report
outlined that Hizballah ‘‘has been using the
EU as a base for fundraising, recruitment,
and criminal activities’’, and the report also
stated that Hizballah ‘‘is suspected of man-
aging the transportation and distribution of
illegal drugs into the EU, dealing with fire-
arms trafficking and running professional
money laundering operations that include
the provision of money laundering services
for other criminal organizations’’;

Whereas United States-led Project Cas-
sandra and Operation Cedar exposed the
criminal-business wing of Hizballah, the
Business Affairs Component (BAC) of
Hezbollah’s External Security Organization;

Whereas, during  Project Cassandra,
Hizballah elements involved in drug traf-
ficking were arrested in the United States,
South America, and several European coun-
tries, including France, Belgium, Germany,
and Italy;

Whereas Hizballah’s criminal activity in
Europe is run by the BAC, which reports to
the External Security Organisation, also
known as Unit 910, or the Islamic Jihad Or-
ganization, and Abdallah Safieddine,
Hizballah’s representative in Iran, is also in-
volved in this activity;

Whereas, in August 2020, United Nations
Secretary General Guterres called on Leb-
anon to disarm Hizballah, citing the terror
group’s persistent violation of Resolution
1701 (2006);

Whereas Iran is the prime sponsor of
Hizballah, harboring, financing, training,
and arming the group;

Whereas the Department of the Treasury
and Department of State estimate that Iran
provides as much as $700,000,000 per year to
Hizballah in the form of financial and
logistical support, weapons, and training;

Whereas Hizballah now has an arsenal of
approximately 150,000 missiles and rockets,
with increased sophistication and many of
which can reach deep into Israel;

Whereas Hizballah fighters have been sup-
porting the Assad regime in Syria, often
leading operations in the conflict which has
left more than 500,000 dead;

Whereas Hizballah trains and provides
weapons for militias in Iraq and Yemen, fur-
ther destabilizing the region and perpet-
uating violence in those countries;

Whereas Hizballah activities continue to
plague Lebanon with profound economic and
political instability and violence;

Whereas Hizballah’s cross border illicit
arms and drugs trafficking undermines the
Lebanese Armed Forces, the legitimate secu-
rity establishment of the country as outlined
in United Nations Security Council Resolu-
tion 1701 (2006);

Whereas, in October 2012, Hizballah Deputy
Secretary General Naim Qassem stated that
‘‘[Hizballah does not] have a military wing
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and a political one ... Every element of
Hizballah, from commanders to members as
well as our various capabilities, are in the
service of the resistance’’;

Whereas the United States, Germany, the
United Kingdom, the Netherlands, Estonia,
Latvia, Lithuania, Slovenia, Serbia, and
Kosovo, among others, have declared
Hizballah in its entirety as a terror organiza-
tion;

Whereas, in March 2016, the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council formally branded Hizballah, in
its entirety, a terrorist organization, and the
League of Arab States shortly thereafter
adopted the same designation;

Whereas the Department of the Treasury
has diligently added persons and entities to
the list of Specially Designated Global Ter-
rorists who have provided material support
to the Hizballah terrorist organization,
thereby hampering its financing and
logistical capabilities;

Whereas the European Union, in July 2013,
designated Hizballah’s so-called ‘‘military
wing’’, but not the organization as a whole,
as a terrorist organization;

Whereas, despite restrictions put on
Hizballah since the designation of its mili-
tary wing, the group continues to conduct il-
licit narcotrafficking, money laundering,
and weapons trafficking throughout Europe
and the world; and

Whereas the House of Representatives has
previously called on the European Union to
fully designate Hizballah as a terrorist orga-
nization, passing House Resolution 359 in Oc-
tober 2017 and House Resolution 558 on Sep-
tember 20, 2022: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) applauds and expresses support for the
continued, increased cooperation between
the United States and the European Union
(EU) in thwarting Hizballah’s criminal and
terrorist activities;

(2) supports transcontinental efforts
within Europe to share intelligence informa-
tion among police and security services to
facilitate greater cooperation in tracking,
apprehending, and prosecuting terrorists,
foreign fighters, and potential offenders;

(3) encourages the European Union to im-
plement sanctions against Hizballah-affili-
ated terrorists in tandem with the United
States;

(4) recommends greater civil society en-
gagement in both the United States and Eu-
rope to underscore Hizballah’s malign re-
gional influence; and

(5) urges the European Union to des-
ignate Hizballah in its entirety as a terrorist
organization and increase pressure on the
group, including through—

(A) facilitating better cross-border co-
operation between European Union members
in combating Hizballah;

(B) issuing arrest warrants against mem-
bers and active supporters of Hizballah;

(C) freezing Hizballah’s assets in Europe,
including those masquerading as charities;
and

(D) prohibiting fundraising activities in
support of Hizballah.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CLINE). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. LAWLER)
and the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
SCHNEIDER) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
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and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, 3 weeks ago, Hamas
launched a brutal and unprovoked ter-
rorist attack on our ally, Israel, from
its perch in the Gaza Strip.

Now Israel is engaged in a major
military operation in response to the
pressing threat posed by this Iran-
backed terrorist group. For years,
Hamas benefited from the misconcep-
tion that it was focused on governing
the Gaza Strip but make no mistake,
there is no difference between the po-
litical and military wings of terrorist
organizations.

One of Hamas’ allies in the region,
Hezbollah, also benefits from this mis-
guided fiction that its political and
military entities are separate. Like
with Hamas, this is unequivocally
false. Even Hezbollah’s leader himself
admits there is no distinction between
the two, so it is unfortunate that the
European Union includes Hezbollah’s
military branch on its list of sanc-
tioned terrorist organizations, but not
its political wing.

This has enabled Hezbollah to use
Europe as a base to plan extremist ter-
rorist activities and exploit global fi-
nancial networks to pay for them.
Right now, Hezbollah is launching near
daily attacks on Israel’s northern bor-
ders with rockets, mortars, and anti-
tank missiles. Every one of these at-
tacks risks the opening of a second
front in this war.

Does this sound like the work of a
political party? Yet, the EU’s contin-
ued recognition of this arbitrary dis-
tinction between political and military
wings allows Hezbollah to continue to
operate throughout Europe, even while
causing casualties in Israel. This issue
has never been more urgent. We must
make clear to these terrorist proxies
that we are not fooled about their true
intention: the destruction of Israel. We
must make clear to Iran that it cannot
hide behind its terrorist proxies.

Mr. Speaker, I urge our allies in the
European Union to designate Hezbollah
in full as a terrorist organization.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues in
the House to vote in support of this
resolution, and I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in support of this bill, and I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I have spoken about
Iran, Hamas, and the various bills on
the floor today seeking to bring peace
and prosperity to the region. That is
why I am proud to lead H. Res. 599, urg-
ing the European Union to designate
Hezbollah in its entirety as a terrorist
organization.
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I thank our former colleague and the
current president of the American Jew-
ish Committee, Ted Deutch, for his
groundbreaking work on this issue.

Like Hamas, Hezbollah is an Iran-
backed terrorist organization com-
mitted to the destruction of Israel and
of peace throughout the region, and the
U.S. has done the right thing by recog-
nizing it as such.

Our good friends in Europe often
make a distinction between the organi-
zation’s political and military wings,
seeing the former as a partner they can
try to work with. Looking at how Leb-
anon has been on the verge of becoming
a failed state, we cannot underestimate
the pernicious role played by
Hezbollah.

Hezbollah bombed our Embassy in
Beirut in April 1983, killing 63 people.
Then, in October of the same year, at-
tacked a Marine Corps barracks, kill-
ing 241 Americans.

Their nefarious behavior has never
stopped. They murdered Israeli tourists
in Bulgaria in 2012 and tried to do so
again in Cyprus in 2013. Two years
later, they got caught in Cyprus with 8
tons of ammonium nitrate.

That year, Congress passed the
Hezbollah International Financing Pre-
vention Act of 2015, which I was proud
to help lead and follow up on in 2018.

Despite our best efforts to counter it,
the resolution describes in detail
Hezbollah’s nefarious activities in Bel-
gium, France, and Germany and
throughout the European Union.

I have always said that the world is
at its best when America leads. We
have led in countering Hezbollah, and
now we must urge our European allies
to join us as we look at Hezbollah’s
skirmishing with Israel and loudly sup-
porting Hamas and threatening a war
on a second front at a most perilous
time.

I hope and trust our European part-
ners will take this as a wake-up call.
Hezbollah is a terrorist organization in
its entirety and must be designated as
such in its entirety.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the right to close, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman
from North Carolina (Ms. MANNING),
my good friend and the vice ranking
member of the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my friend, Representative BRAD
SCHNEIDER, for yielding me time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
bipartisan resolution that I reintro-
duced with Congressman BRAD SCHNEI-
DER and colleagues on both sides of the
aisle.

This resolution, originally intro-
duced by former Congressman Ted
Deutch and passed by the House last
Congress, urges the European Union to
designate Hezbollah in its entirety as a
terrorist organization.
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Mr. Speaker, the terrorist group
Hezbollah is a linchpin of Iran’s axis of
resistance and is responsible for thou-
sands of civilian deaths in the Middle
East and around the globe, including
the 1983 Marine Corps barracks bomb-
ing in Beirut and the 1994 AMIA Jewish
community center bombing in Buenos
Aires, Argentina.

Until 9/11, Hezbollah had killed more
Americans than any other terrorist
group. Today, it maintains an arsenal
of 150,000 rockets aimed at Israel.

In recent weeks, Hezbollah has fired
upon Israel, threatening to open up a
second front in the war along Israel’s
northern border, risking a wider re-
gional confrontation and putting civil-
ians in Lebanon at risk.

Given these facts, it is incomprehen-
sible that any EU member state can
credibly assert any distinction between
Hezbollah’s so-called military and po-
litical wings.

The truth is, there is one unified
Hezbollah, and it is dedicated to car-
rying out terrorist activities around
the world. That is why this bipartisan
resolution calls on our partners in the
EU to take a stronger stand against
worldwide terrorism by designating
Hezbollah as a whole as a terrorist or-
ganization.

We must continue to keep pressure
on Hezbollah, Hamas, and all other ter-
rorist groups that threaten the United
States and our ally Israel, and that un-
dermine peace, security, and stability
throughout the region and around the
world.

Mr. Speaker, I urge support for this
bipartisan measure.

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the right to close, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 599 is critical
for making sure our friends and allies
in Europe join us in pushing back
against Hezbollah and making sure it
no longer can pose a threat to Leb-
anon, Israel, and the people of the re-
gion.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this measure, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, every
day that passes risks further escalation
from Hezbollah on Israel’s northern
border.

We must not allow Hezbollah to con-
tinue to present the illusion that its
political and military wings are dis-
tinct. The EU must designate
Hezbollah in its entirety as a terrorist
organization to permanently dispense
with this fiction.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this resolution, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
LAWLER) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 599.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
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rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

PEACE AND TOLERANCE IN
PALESTINIAN EDUCATION ACT

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3266) to require the Secretary of
State to submit annual reports review-
ing the curriculum used by the Pales-
tinian Authority, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3266

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Peace and
Tolerance in Palestinian Education Act”.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) In 2016 and 2017, the Palestinian Author-
ity published modified curricula for school-
aged children in grades 1 through 11.

(2) Textbooks used by the Palestinian Au-
thority (PA) in the West Bank and Gaza in-
clude graphics portraying violence against
Israeli soldiers, positive portrayals of indi-
viduals who have committed attacks against
citizens of Israel, and references to Pales-
tinian efforts to target the ‘‘Zionists’’.

(3) PA textbooks are used at schools spon-
sored by the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency (UNRWA) because UNRWA
schools use the textbooks of the host govern-
ment.

(4) On April 26, 2018, the Government Ac-
countability Office (GAO) published a report
that found the following:

(A) Textbooks in PA schools feature inac-
curate and misleading maps of the region
and include militaristic, adversarial imagery
and content that incite hatred.

(B) The Department of State raised with
Palestinian officials the objectionable con-
tent in textbooks, including a specific math
problem using the number of Palestinian
casualties in the First and Second Intifadas.

(C) The United Nations Relief and Works
Agency (UNRWA), in its review of the text-
books, identified content not aligned with
United Nations values, the majority of which
content related to neutrality or bias issues,
including issues related to maps and ref-
erences to Jerusalem as the capital of Pal-
estine.

SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that the Pales-
tinian Authority has not sufficiently elimi-
nated content and passages encouraging vio-
lence or intolerance toward other countries
or ethnic groups from the curriculum used in
their schools.

SEC. 4. REPORTS REQUIRED.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act
and annually thereafter for two years in ac-
cordance with subsection (c), the Secretary
of State shall submit to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate a report reviewing cur-
riculum, including textbooks, leaflets, pam-
phlets, magazines, and other instructional
materials, used in schools in areas controlled
by the Palestinian Authority or located in
Gaza and controlled by any other entity.
Each such report shall include the following:

(1) A determination of whether there is
content or passages encouraging violence or
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intolerance toward other countries or ethnic
groups in such curriculum, and a detailed ex-
planation of the reasons for reaching such
determination.

(2) An assessment of the steps the Pales-
tinian Authority is taking to reform such
curriculum at schools to conform with
standards of peace and tolerance in the Dec-
laration of Principles on Tolerance by the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (adopted November 16,
1995).

(3) A determination whether United States
foreign assistance is used, directly or indi-
rectly, to fund the dissemination of such cur-
riculum by the Palestinian Authority.

(4) A detailed report on how United States
assistance is being used to address cur-
riculum that encourages violence or intoler-
ance toward other nations or ethnic groups.

(5) A detailed report about United States
diplomatic efforts in the preceding five years
to encourage peace and tolerance in Pales-
tinian education.

(6) If any diplomatic efforts referred to in
paragraph (5) were stopped by the Secretary
of State, the reasons for such stoppages.

(b) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Secretary of
State shall post on a publicly available
website of the Department of State each re-
port required under subsection (a).

(c) SUBSEQUENT DEADLINES.—Each report
required by subsection (a), other than the
first such report, shall be submitted not
later than 90 days after the date on which a
new school year begins for schools controlled
by the Palestinian Authority.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. LAWLER) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. SCHNEIDER)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
3266, the Peace and Tolerance in Pales-
tinian Education Act.

I thank my colleague, Mr. SHERMAN,
for introducing this important legisla-
tion to prevent the spread of anti-
Israel and anti-Semitic hatred.

We have known for decades that Pal-
estinian children are taught from a
young age to hate Israel and the Jew-
ish people. Despite robust inter-
national discussion about these con-
cerns, reports by nongovernmental or-
ganizations continue to show that Pal-
estinian schoolchildren are being in-
doctrinated with deeply disturbing vio-
lent imagery.

For example, a review of the text-
books used in Palestinian schools in
2020 and 2021 showed that children are
taught to read with passages that de-
scribe suicide bombings and the grue-
some murders of IDF soldiers, to do
math using numbers of martyrs and
jihadists, and to learn history by ask-
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ing them to discuss how the USA took
advantage of the 9/11 attack.

These textbooks propagate the lie
that the Jewish people control the
media and politics and explicitly refer
to Jews as ‘“‘enemies of Islam in all
times and places.” Children are taught
to glorify the founders of the jihad
movement and learn that jihad is “‘a
private obligation for every Muslim.”

We will never arrive at a peaceful so-
lution for Israelis and Palestinians as
long as Palestinian children are being
taught hatred in textbooks.

Look at the brutal attack that over
2,600 Hamas terrorists carried out
against Israel on October 7. Why else
would Hamas terrorists call home brag-
ging that they murdered Jews? Why
else would they live stream their bar-
baric attacks?

That disgusting and gruesome cru-
elty is possible because these Hamas
fighters were indoctrinated with hatred
at a young age. They were taught to
glorify terrorism and other so-called
martyrs who Killed Jewish people. This
must end.

The Peace and Tolerance in Pales-
tinian Education Act takes a first step
to firmly establish Congress’ position
that the Palestinian Authority has not
sufficiently eliminated inciteful and
violent content from their educational
curricula. It also requires the State De-
partment to report to Congress on edu-
cational materials used in schools run
by the Palestinian Authority in the
West Bank, Hamas, and the Gaza Strip,
and UNRWA.

A United States Government assess-
ment of the content of these edu-
cational materials will carry tremen-
dous weight in international efforts to
eliminate hateful content and promote
peace.

Since Hamas’ attack, we have seen
an appalling number of anti-Semitic
and anti-Israel riots around the world
and right here at home. I have con-
demned these in the strongest terms. I
continue to speak out when they occur,
and I have encouraged my colleagues
to do the same.

That is why, earlier this year, I in-
troduced legislation to combat the rise
in anti-Semitism on college campuses,
the Stop Anti-Semitism on College
Campuses Act, which would defund in-
stitutions of higher learning that
allow, promote, or sanction anti-Se-
mitic events on their campuses.

That is why, just last week, JOSH
GOTTHEIMER and I introduced the Anti-
semitism Awareness Act, which would
amend the education law to require the
Department of Education to use the
IHRA definition of anti-Semitism on
its enforcement actions of discrimina-
tion laws.

The commitment we made after the
Holocaust, ‘“‘Never again,” is being put
to the test. We have a responsibility to
prevent the teaching of anti-Semitism
not just here in the United States but
around the globe. This bipartisan bill
uses the tools available to the United
States Government to do just that.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-07T06:53:58-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




