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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.
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Mr. PHILLIPS changed his vote from
‘“‘aye’ to ‘“‘no.”

Mr. OGLES changed his vote from
“no” to ‘“‘aye.”

So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR,
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES,
AND EDUCATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2024

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 5894,
and that I may include tabular mate-
rial on the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 864 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 5894.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from Tennessee (Mr. DESJARLAIS) to
preside over the Committee of the
Whole.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5894)
making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Labor, Health and Human
Services, and Education, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2024, and for other purposes,
with Mr. DESJARLAIS in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

General debate shall be confined to
the bill and shall not exceed one hour
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Appropriations or
their respective designees.

The gentleman from Alabama (Mr.
ADERHOLT) and the gentlewoman from
Connecticut (Ms. DELAURO) each will
control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Alabama (Mr. ADERHOLT).

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Chair, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chair, I rise in support this
morning of H.R. 5894, the FY 2024
Labor, Health and Human Services,
and Education and related agencies
bill.

This is my first year as chair of this
very important subcommittee, and I
am proud to be able to support pro-
grams that touch the lives of literally
every American in one form or fashion.

Our Nation remains mired in high in-
flation, which was only worsened by
the massive infusion of government
spending, both during and immediately
after the COVID pandemic. I have said
on numerous occasions that inflation is
a tax on every single American. More-
over, it is a tax borne disproportion-
ately by low-income Americans.

We cannot continue to make our con-
stituents pay for our reckless D.C. belt-
way spending. At some point, we must
stop the out-of-control spending spree
that we have seen over the past 2 years.
This bill that is before the House this
morning represents a clear first step
toward returning to fiscal responsi-
bility while at the same time ensuring
that funding for critical and high-pri-
ority functions are maintained.

Yes, the bill before us today reflects
the challenges in achieving deficit re-
duction solely through reductions in
discretionary spending. To be honest, a
$60 billion cut to social spending pro-
grams in this bill requires scrutiny and
priority setting.

Over 50 programs are proposed for re-
duction and another 60 programs are
eliminated. Most of those that are
eliminated are unauthorized or they
have expired authorizations. Title I
grants to States are cut by almost 80
percent, or more than $14 billion.

While title I grants do support school
districts everywhere, including rural
districts and the districts back in Ala-
bama that I represent, these funds dis-
proportionately support big city public
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schools, those same public schools that
failed to educate the most vulnerable
children that were entrusted to them
by closing their doors for almost 2
years during the pandemic.

It is estimated that over $20 billion
in unspent funding still remains avail-
able from those funds that were pro-
vided during the pandemic to these
schools. Until this funding—over $21
billion—is drawn down and used re-
sponsibly, the Federal Government
should not continue to make further
investments in these failing schools.

At the same time, the priorities of
this bill are biodefense, programs that
support rural America, targeted edu-
cation programs, including those for
children with special needs and con-
gressional oversight responsibilities.

The bill also maintains support for
Pell grants and language to ensure bor-
rowers can quickly resume payments of
their student loans following the re-
cent Supreme Court decision.

Other programs for certain wvulner-
able populations, such as Americans
with disabilities, older Americans, and
foster children, are maintained at cur-
rent levels.

Childcare block grants, which pro-
vide vouchers for families to choose
childcare settings of their choice, are
maintained at $8 billion.

In response to this administration’s
executive branch overreach, this bill
prohibits funding for programs focused
solely on diversity, equity, and inclu-
sion. It eliminates funding for Planned
Parenthood and other controversial
grantees. It also protects religious free-
dom and values by stopping the admin-
istration’s regulations that would re-
quire schools to allow biological boys
to compete against girls in women’s
sports programs and prohibiting any
Federal funding from going toward en-
forcing gender identity politics or so-
cial, hormonal, or surgical interven-
tions to look like the opposite sex.

The bill prohibits funding for con-
troversial ideologies like critical race
theory. These radical views do not be-
long in public schools. Schools should
be teaching our children how to think,
not what to think.

The bill maintains the longstanding
Hyde amendment to ensure that tax-
payer funds are not used for abortion
on demand and that no one is forced to
participate in an abortion or refer for
one under any Federal program.

The bill also makes sure that tax-
payer funds are not used to circumvent
State laws restricting abortion and
also ensures that Federal research
funds are not used on human fetal tis-
sue obtained from an elective abortion.

Furthermore, the bill before us also
includes provisions preventing this ad-
ministration from moving forward with
job-killing regulations that relate to
independent contractors, joint em-
ployer status, and federally forced
wage rates for agricultural workers.
The administration’s regulatory agen-
da is stifling small businesses, which
should be an incubator for innovation.
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To protect against man-made
pandemics, the bill prohibits any fund-
ing from going to EcoHealth Alliance,
the Wuhan Institute of Virology, or
any lab located in Russia or China. The
bill also prohibits funding from being
used for any gain-of-function research,
which was being used on bat
coronavirus prior to the COVID pan-
demic, and it prohibits enforcement of
the CMS COVID vaccine mandate on
healthcare workers.

In closing, Mr. Chairman, in addition
to thanking everybody that has had a
part in this, I want to say a special
thanks to the chair of our committee,
Chairwoman GRANGER, and also my fel-
low subcommittee members and their
staff. I certainly also thank the Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Edu-
cation Subcommittee staff on both the
Democrat and the Republican side, as
we have had to work through this bill
over the last several months. I just ap-
preciate everyone’s hard work and
input as we have moved forward on
this.

Mr. Chairman, I look forward to the
debate today, and I reserve the balance
of my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. I con-
gratulate Chairman ADERHOLT on his
first bill as chairman of the sub-
committee. I thank the minority
staff—particularly Stephen Steigleder,
Philip Tizzani, Laurie Mignone, and
Jackie Kilroy—for all of their hard
work, as well as the majority staff,
Susan Ross, Kathryn Salmon, James
Redstone, Emily Goff, and Laura
Stagno. As I have often said, they keep
our names on the door, so many thanks
to all.

Mr. Chair, I have never seen an ap-
propriations bill quite like this one. I
have never seen a bill that was this in-
humane and which defies all the values
and ideals of a society which promises
to address the needs and the challenges
of its people.
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In Charles Dickens’ ‘‘Great Expecta-
tions,” Pip observes the Pocket family
children as ‘‘not growing up or being
brought up, but were tumbling up.”
This bill leaves America’s children
tumbling up.

This bill is the largest domestic ap-
propriations bill, and for good reason.
The programs funded in Labor-HHS-
Education ensure that our workforce is
strong, our families are healthy and
safe, and our children’s future is se-
cure.

Indeed, last Congress, we passed a
Labor-HHS bill that supported middle-
class working families, lifted up wvul-
nerable Americans, and prepared our
Nation for future crises, which makes
it even more disappointing to see
where we have ended up in this year’s
process.

The majority’s 2024 Labor-HHS-Edu-
cation bill and its 28 percent cut of $64
billion bring us back to a level unseen
since 2008. It heralds their intent to
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end public education in the United
States. This bill eliminates present and
future job opportunities for young
adults, seniors, and working families.
It jeopardizes maternal, pediatric, and
public health.

This bill is shameful, which is pre-
sumably the reason why it was never
marked up or voted on by the full Ap-
propriations Committee.

As disappointed as I am to see the
authority of the Appropriations Com-
mittee surrendered, sadly, based on
where the majority has taken this en-
tire process, it is not surprising.

Mr. Chair, 154 days ago, the House
Appropriations Committee held its
first full committee markup of the 2024
bill. Nine more followed. This bill was
not one of them.

Nonetheless, the House majority cir-
cumvented the committee process.
They air-dropped five new poison pill
riders into the Labor-HHS bill without
any bipartisan consultation or vote by
the committee.

We are left to assume that the major-
ity knew this bill had no path forward
in committee, and they know it has no
path forward, period.

Horace Mann called education ‘‘the
great equalizer.”” Perhaps, then, it is
the majority’s aversion to equality
that explains why they cut 28 percent
from the Department of Education.

They will take at least 224,000 teach-
ers out of low-income classrooms and
eviscerate the programs that help at-
risk youth build a bright future. This
cut would entail a loss of 3,700 teachers
in Alabama, 800 teachers in Idaho, 4,400
teachers in Maryland, 4,300 teachers in
Tennessee, 6,600 teachers in Michigan,
5,000 teachers in Liouisiana, 8,300 teach-
ers in Georgia, 1,600 teachers in Kan-
sas, 22,300 teachers in Texas, and 4,400
teachers in Arizona. Explain that to
your constituents.

I am deeply concerned about the im-
pact such a colossal retraction from
public education funding would have on
children across our country.

This bill tells the story of where the
majority seeks to take this country.
Republicans have made it clear they
are opposed to public education, and
they seek to destroy it.

Quality education will no longer be
accessible to working families, but it
will be accessible, again, to the pur-
view of the rich.

I must underscore that point. This is
no messaging bill. This is their Com-
mitment to America. I am taking Re-
publicans at their word, as should all
American people. This is what they
want to do.

When 161 House Republicans voted
earlier this year to eliminate all K-12
funding at the Department of Edu-
cation in the Massie amendment to
H.R. 5, I was horrified, but that was
only the beginning.

House Republicans are in lockstep
behind the most extreme ideologues in
their party. Just this summer, former
Secretary Betsy DeVos penned an op-ed
calling to eliminate the Department of
Education.
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The Heritage Foundation’s budget
blueprint includes a proposal to elimi-
nate the Department of Education.

Former OMB Director Russ Vought
wants massive funding reductions to
“thwart’ a public education system he
sees as ‘‘an existential threat to the
American Republic.”

We are witnessing a widespread at-
tack on public education that should
shock every American family. If left to
their own devices, Republicans will
gleefully take public education to the
graveyard.

How will this bill move us closer to-
ward those ends?

English language acquisition funding
to help 5 million English learners na-
tionwide is eliminated, disadvantaging
and discriminating against students
who primarily speak another language
and restraining their future ability to
compete and succeed in the economy.

Supporting Effective Instruction
State Grants, which provide profes-
sional development opportunities for
educators, are completely gone.

Federal work-study is no more for
the 660,000 students who need it to help
finance their postsecondary education.
It limits their potential earnings and
future success in the job market.

Nearly $1 billion is cut from the sup-
plemental educational opportunity
grants, which eliminate need-based fi-
nancial aid for 1.7 million students na-
tionwide.

Promise Neighborhoods, social and
emotional learning grants, and magnet
schools are all completely erased, as
well.

The programs that are not com-
pletely abolished in this bill are so
poorly funded as to be completely non-
functional.

A $14.7 billion cut from title I, the
very foundation of public education in
America, is patently unthinkable and
would remove hundreds of thousands of
teachers from classrooms, directly
harming children in every single one of
our districts.

Students nationwide are struggling
with rising college costs, and this bill
provides no relief by freezing the max-
imum Pell grant for the first time in 12
years.

I believe we all agree that we have a
crisis in our Nation’s classrooms, but
rather than address the teacher short-
age and fully fund our children’s fu-
ture, our Nation’s future, the major-
ity’s solution is to abolish the public
classroom altogether. If you cannot af-
ford a private education for your chil-
dren, well, too bad.

This is the every child left behind
act. Regardless of your age or stage in
life, this bill means you can’t count on
your country for assistance in getting
back on your feet.

Youth job training, adult job train-
ing, Job Corps, and senior community
service employment programs are all
eliminated. If you want to work and
just need help finding the right job or
finding a better job, this bill has noth-
ing to offer you.
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They are putting workers who do find
jobs at risk by cutting $313 million for
worker protection agencies like the Oc-
cupational Safety and Health Adminis-
tration. The 30 percent cut to the Wage
and Hour Division, the agency that is
tasked with enforcing wage law and en-
suring that our children are not work-
ing illegally, will send the rights of
workers in this country back to a time
before World War II.

This bill hangs working families out
to dry. Healthy Start, diaper distribu-
tion, teen pregnancy prevention, title
X family planning—all abolished.

With riders that block access to abor-
tions and reproductive healthcare serv-
ices and force providers to withhold
critical information about healthcare
options, it is clear in this area that the
majority does not trust women to
make their own decisions, and where
they are taking us is moving down a
road to a nationwide abortion ban.

These provisions amount to the ma-
jority simultaneously ensuring anyone
who may get pregnant will get preg-
nant, teenagers included, and there are
no resources or lifelines available to
help those children and their families.

People can only hope that they do
not get cancer. You will not find sup-
port from House Republicans. From the
National Institutes of Health, over $2
billion is cut from the National Cancer
Institute, the National Institute for
Neurological Disorders and Stroke, the
National Institute of Mental Health,
and the National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases.

Cuts to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention are as outrageous
as they are dangerous. Firearm injury
prevention, tobacco prevention, and
ending the HIV epidemic, which, by the
way, was an initiative of President
Donald Trump, Republicans have de-
cided that addressing these problems is
not worth a single dollar to the Amer-
ican people.

What should we be doing if not com-
bating the leading causes of death in
this country? What should we fund if
not the health and future of America’s
families? Supporting our children and
working families is the bare minimum
of what the greatest country in the
world should do for its people, but this
bill goes well below the bare minimum.

This bill steals from our children’s
future, from our families’ health, and
from Americans’ livelihood. It aban-
dons young adults. It stifles biomedical
innovation. It surrenders to current
and future public health crises. It hurts
women with poison pill riders on abor-
tion.

Mr. Chair, for these reasons, I vehe-
mently oppose this bill, and I urge my
colleagues to do the same.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Chair, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Alabama (Mr. CARL).

Mr. CARL. Mr. Chair, I thank Mr.
ADERHOLT for his remarkable work on
this bill, particularly under the trying
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circumstances in which we find our-
selves.

One area of concern I would like to
touch on is the Medicare wage index.
The wage index is unfair to rural
southern States like Alabama.

Alabama has one of the lowest reim-
bursement rates in the Nation. Even
worse, Mobile and Baldwin Counties,
which I represent, face a huge struggle
with the labor market since they are so
close to Florida and competing with
Florida’s higher reimbursement rate.

A small adjustment to this classifica-
tion for Mobile and Baldwin Counties
would level the playing field at a time
when hiring and retaining healthcare
workers is at such a critical stage. It
would also address the massive popu-
lation growth that we are having in
these counties and the increasingly
older population on the Alabama Gulf
Coast.

The reclassification is carefully de-
signed to address this unique situation.
These carve-outs have been accom-
plished for decades in higher reim-
bursement States while lowering the
reimbursement for States that need it
the most and that have been ignored.
To achieve more fair funding in
healthcare, especially in a unique situ-
ation like Mobile and Baldwin Coun-
ties, a reclassification is the right
thing to do.

Mr. Chair, I support this bill, and I
hope that by working together, we can
address these critical issues and ensure
a brighter future for our communities.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Chair, I yield
myself such time as I may consume. 1
rise in support of these remarks from
my friend and colleague from Alabama
(Mr. CARL).

Hospitals in Alabama and, really,
across the Nation are facing financial
pressure because of healthcare dispari-
ties created by a specific Medicare reg-
ulation called the Medicare area wage
index, as Mr. CARL just mentioned.

The wage index system is broken. It
is punishing cost-effective hospitals in
so many rural areas. Despite increases
in labor costs, the wage index in these
States consistently decreases over the
yvears, and the decline is projected to
continue.

I thank the gentleman from Alabama
for raising this issue here today. Al-
though this is primarily under the ju-
risdiction of the authorizing commit-
tees, I am proud that this bill includes
provisions drawing attention to this
very important issue.

I hope that, moving forward, Con-
gress can work to address this long-
broken system, which is continuing to
create serious challenges for our rural
hospitals and their communities.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ), the
distinguished ranking member of the
Subcommittee on Military Construc-
tion, Veterans Affairs, and Related
Agencies.
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Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chairman, I thank the gentlewoman
for yielding, and I rise in strong opposi-
tion to this spending bill.

In it, House Republicans have re-
duced funding to the NIH and the Na-
tional Cancer Institute and virtually
eliminated funding for medical and be-
havioral research into deadly diseases.

House Republicans eliminated the
CDC’s tobacco prevention and control
programs. I repeat: House Republicans
have defunded our most important
antismoking programs with this bill.

Deaths will be the reality if these
cuts come to fruition. How can Repub-
licans still be this beholden to Big To-
bacco?

House Republicans also eliminated
the Ending the HIV Epidemic initiative
despite States like Florida, where we
are seeing a 33 percent spike in new
HIV diagnoses.

With this bill, House Republicans are
eliminating Healthy Start, whose sole
mission is to improve the well-being of
expectant mothers or those who just
gave birth, all to reduce infant mor-
tality.

On top of that, this extreme MAGA
bill eliminates funding for title X fam-
ily planning because their far-right
ideology forbids access to reproductive
health and related preventive health
services.

Of course, House Republicans have
eliminated the Teen Pregnancy Pre-
vention program in tandem with riders
that block access to abortion services
or reproductive healthcare services.

At least this bill nakedly reflects the
true values of the MAGA House Repub-
licans because it will encourage dis-
crimination, promote bigotry, trample
on women’s rights, decimate public
education, and push minorities further
away from equality.
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Of course, it ‘“‘protects’” Americans
from critical race theory, LGBTQI+
communities, and programs that pro-
mote diversity and equity.

This bill should adhere to the agree-
ment that was made in the Fiscal Re-
sponsibility Act we passed on a bipar-
tisan basis in the spring. Slash-and-
burn budgeting hurts real people while
you take care of your corporate co-con-
spirators.

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘“‘no’’ on
this terrible spending bill if it ever
even comes to a vote.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Chair, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. STEUBE).

Mr. STEUBE. Mr. Chair, our Nation’s
foster care system is overburdened and
limited in its ability to adequately ad-
dress the adversities, challenges, and
traumas that children and families
often confront in some of the most vul-
nerable times of their lives. This is the
unfortunate reality—a status quo
where good enough is not good enough.
It is a status quo where children are
forgotten and neglected, a status quo
that leaves children to gather in the
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trauma that introduced them to the
foster care system.

The Administration for Children and
Families has emboldened the status
quo for far too long. Studies show that
children placed in foster care are sig-
nificantly more likely to face lifelong
struggles that include homelessness,
sex trafficking, incarceration, and
post-traumatic stress disorder.

To move past these challenges, we
must introduce innovative solutions
that address the complex needs of chil-
dren and families involved in the foster
care system.

Our foster care system lacks innova-
tion, but that is something that we can
change. We must educate, support, and
empower children in the foster care
system to reach their full potential.

To accomplish these goals, our foster
care system needs interventional, trau-
ma-informed programming molded to
the unique circumstances of each child
in the foster care system.

I encourage my colleagues to recog-
nize these unique challenges and help
set foster care youth on a path to suc-
cess.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. LolIs FRANKEL), a member
of the Appropriations Committee.

Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida. My,
my, my. In the spending bill that most
affects our social fabric, MAGA Repub-
licans take an ax to women’s reproduc-
tive freedom, public education, and
Medicare.

At a time when costs are too high for
working people, Republicans underfund
childcare and eldercare. Instead of lift-
ing up American families, this bill
brings us down with culture war gar-
bage.

It is a ‘“no”” for me. We can and we
must do better.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Chair, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from Ne-
vada (Ms. LEE), a member of the Appro-
priations Committee.

Ms. LEE of Nevada. Mr. Chair, I am
literally losing my voice, but somehow
I will find the strength to make my
voice heard on this dangerous bill.

I rise today to speak against this
bill’s completely dated, out-of-date in-
sistence on stripping women of their
fundamental freedoms, not to mention
the 80 percent cut to title I across this
country. This is funding for our most
at-risk students everywhere, in every
community in this country. It will
eliminate over 200,000 teachers and
jeopardize the education of 26 million
students.

First, I will take you back to a week
ago when Americans all across this
country from Ohio to Kentucky to Vir-
ginia came out in droves to reject ex-
tremist efforts to strip a woman’s right
to make decisions about her own body.

Now, Republicans here in Washington
are doubling down on that same out-of-
touch agenda, this time by sneaking
partisan policy wins into what is sup-
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posed to be a bipartisan process for
funding our government.

Conservatives have spent 50 years
saying abortion should be left up to the
States. They finally got their way
when the Supreme Court overturned
Roe v. Wade. Now, even after local
communities everywhere are dem-
onstrating clearly that they believe in
a woman’s fundamental freedoms, rad-
ical House Republicans are doing ev-
erything they can to make abortion il-
legal at a national level.

It is time to wake up, listen to
women across this country from the
coasts to the hills to the deserts who
have spoken and will continue to say:
Hands off our bodies. It is our choice.
Let’s leave it that way.

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘no.”
This nonsense needs to end.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I thank
the gentlewoman for her strong voice,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Chair, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
CISCOMANI), a member of our Appro-
priations Committee that has been
very helpful on this bill that is before
us today.

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Chair, I rise
today in support of Head Start pro-
grams across the country.

As a father of six, I recognize the im-
portance of early learning and develop-
ment for our next generation. As a dad,
I want to ensure all children have the
same opportunities to build a strong
foundation for their lives.

That is why I joined my colleague
and friend Representative LAWLER on
his amendment, which we will consider
later, to increase the amount of Head
Start funding provided in the FY 2024
Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education and Related Agencies appro-
priations bill.

Further, I introduced my own amend-
ment, which is included in the en bloc
to underscore the importance of the
Head Start program.

The importance of these programs,
both in my district and across the
country, cannot be understated. When
our students and families have access
to these resources, they are better
equipped to put their best foot forward
each day, both in and out of the class-
rooms.

With 22 Head Start programs at al-
most 500 locations in Arizona, these
programs are vital to the well-being of
families and children everywhere. In
my district alone, 10 percent of the
families with children under the age of
5 lives below the poverty level. The
tools our students need to succeed go
far beyond pencils and notebooks in
the classroom. When we invest in our
kids, we are investing in a stronger
community.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Chair, I thank
Mr. CISCOMANI for his comments. As we
move forward with this bill, I look for-
ward to working with him, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from Vir-
ginia (Ms. MCCLELLAN).
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Ms. MCCLELLAN. Mr. Chair, I thank
Congresswoman DELAURO for her lead-
ership.

When we invest in our children, we
invest in our communities. I agree, and
that is why I am so perplexed and
frankly outraged by the draconian cuts
in this ©bill, specifically targeting
teachers, students, and title I schools
that serve vulnerable communities.

These draconian cuts would force
220,000 teachers from the classrooms. In
my district, that is nearly 700 title I
teachers who would lose their jobs.

I am one of the few mothers of young
children in this Congress. I have an
eighth grader and a third grader. I see
every day that at a time when our
schools are still struggling to address
learning disruption and a growing
achievement gap resulting, in part,
from the COVID pandemic and the
growing mental health crisis, that this
bill compounds that problem by cut-
ting resources to our schools and cut-
ting mental health services that will
help to address the crisis that our chil-
dren and the adults that care for them
are facing every day.

For that reason, I urge my colleagues
to vote against this extreme Labor-
HHS appropriation bill.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Chair, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Rhode
Island (Mr. MAGAZINER).

Mr. MAGAZINER. Mr. Chair, every
child deserves access to a high-quality
education, but House Republicans are
proposing harmful cuts that would
close the doors of opportunity for mil-
lions of children.

At a time when we are facing a na-
tionwide teacher shortage, House Re-
publicans want to cut title I funding by
80 percent, kicking 220,000 teachers out
of the classroom, including 1,000 teach-
ers in Rhode Island.

House Republicans also propose to
cut Head Start funding by $750 million,
putting 50,000 children, including hun-
dreds in Rhode Island, out of early
childhood education programs and
making it harder for their parents to
go back to work.

All told, this bill would cut $22.5 bil-
lion from the Department of Edu-
cation, and many of my Republican
colleagues who are advocating for
these cuts, who are saying we just
can’t find the money to pay teachers
and help kids, had no problem voting
for a tax cut program of $1.9 trillion
that went disproportionately to bil-
lionaires and big corporations. They
voted for $750 billion of tax cuts to cor-
porations, $150 billion of cuts for multi-
million-dollar inheritances, and now
when it comes to finding even a frac-
tion of that same amount to fund
teachers and fund children, they are
saying they can’t find the money.

Please.

If you can find trillions of dollars to
give to billionaires and big corpora-
tions, you can sure as heck find money
for teachers and students.
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Instead of handouts for those at the
top, let’s focus on policies that will
help working people.

I urge my colleagues to oppose this
bill, fight back against extremism, and
stand up for our kids.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Chair, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

It is incredulous the scope of this bill
and its damage to the American people,
their healthcare, their education, and
their opportunity for a job and their
future.

Just quickly, in the Department of
Labor: Adult Job Training; Youth Job
Training; Job Corps; Senior Commu-
nity Service Employment; the Bureau
of International Labor Affairs; the
Women’s Bureau, the Women’s Bureau
that helps women find jobs in nontradi-
tional areas, these are all eliminated.
They are eliminated.

Let’s g0 now to the Department of
Health and Human Services: Title X
Family Planning; Healthy Start; Ryan
White Ending the HIV Epidemic, some-
thing that George Bush and Donald
Trump wanted to provide funding for,
eliminated.

Nursing Workforce Diversity. We
have a shortage of nurses today. We
need to be recruiting and training
nurses to be able to take care of pa-
tients, to be able to administer
healthcare.

I always classify nurses as angels of
mercy. They were with me every single
day when I was in the hospital a num-
ber of years ago for a period of time.
The doctors could look at me, they did
great surgery, but it was the nurses
who looked at me, and they could tell
whether it was a good day or a bad day,
and they were there for comfort and
care. But, no, we don’t want to train
and recruit nurses.

The CDC, Tobacco Prevention and
Control—my God, we have gone to such
an extent to really cut back on addic-
tion and not to make kids addicted in
our country.
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Firearm Injury and Mortality Pre-
vention. This is research and the same
kind of research we did with regard to
understanding how good seatbelts were
and how they could save people. This is
not taking anyone’s gun away. This is
about public health, but, no, that is
eliminated.

Global HIV/AIDS, the CDC’s con-
tribution to PEPFAR—Ilaunched by
George Bush—all eliminated. Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental Health Serv-
ices, Minority AIDS. My God, we are
suffering a mental health crisis in this

country, but, no, the Republicans
would eliminate that.
Preschool Development Grants,

Adult Protective Services Formula
Grants, all eliminated.

Now, the Department of Education.
Effective Instruction State Grants,
eliminated. Social and Emotional

Learning, eliminated. Civics—we find
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today that young people, older people,
don’t know anything about the Amer-
ican government. They don’t know who
does what at local, State, or federal.
They don’t engage in a dialogue with
one another so that you can get to
some sort of a rapprochement, under-
stand what is being done in govern-
ment. No, Republicans don’t want a lit-
erate society, so let’s eliminate civics.

Magnet Schools Assistance, Promise
Neighborhoods, the Federal Supple-
mental Educational Opportunity
Grants. My God, the kids who need fi-
nancial assistance.

Federal Work-Study, let me mention
that one, because today, working fami-
lies, middle-class families, vulnerable
families, are having a tough time. They
are going paycheck to paycheck. Yeah,
you know what? They want their kids
to go to school to get an education.
You know what? Their Kids are willing
to work. They will go to the library.
They will do those jobs with the Fed-
eral Work-Study Program.

When I talk about Republicans want-
ing to eliminate public education, this
is a very good example, because you
cut off the opportunity for that child
to be able to work and to help his par-
ents support him in getting an edu-
cation.

Who are we and what are we about
with this bill?

I could go on, but what would be the
point? That is what this bill is about.
As I said, it is not a messaging bill.
This is where the majority wants to
take us. They want to eliminate public
education in this Nation.

I come from an immigrant family
whose parents could dare dream their
daughter serves in the United States
House of Representatives. I can hear,
day in and day out, my folks who have
now passed who said: Get an education.
Get an education. They sacrificed for
that education, and we have a majority
of this body who wants to take it away.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Chair, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Chair, | rise today
in strong opposition to H.R. 5894—Labor,
Health, and Human Services, Education, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2024.

House Republicans had an opportunity to
engage in a productive, bipartisan appropria-
tions process, but instead are wasting time
with partisan bills that cut domestic spending
to levels well below the Fiscal Responsibility
Act agreement and endanger critical services
for the American people.

As with all the additional appropriation bills
that have been up for consideration on the
House Floor, | strongly oppose the passage of
this bill for a myriad of reasons.

The 2024 Labor, Health, and Human Serv-
ices, Education, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act provides $163 billion, which is a
28 percent cut of $64 billion, and brings us
back to a level unseen since 2008.

This dangerous and irresponsible legislation
would do the following:

Decimate support for children in K-12 ele-
mentary schools and early childhood edu-
cation.
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Abandon college students and low-income
workers trying to improve their lives through
higher education or job training.

Stifle lifesaving biomedical innovation by
cutting funding for cancer research, mental
health research, and neurological research,
and by slashing funding for advanced re-
search projects intended to develop new cures
and therapies.

Surrender to ongoing public health crises in
mental health, opioid use, HIV/AIDS, and
health disparities.

Harm women’s health by cutting programs
that support maternal and child health, elimi-
nating programs that provide access to health
services and contraception, and adding nu-
merous partisan and poison pill riders related
to abortion and reproductive health.

This bill is out of regular order. It was never
marked up and considered in the House Ap-
propriations committee.

There is no example of this happening in
the last 20 years.

House Republicans are stripping $63.8 bil-
lion away from Texas, making it harder for
Texans to access education, health care, em-
ployment, and more.

| think we can all agree children are our fu-
ture and that we should invest to make our fu-
ture better and brighter.

As Chair of the Congressional Children’s
Caucus, | am extremely passionate about the
wellbeing and education of children.

Which is why | offered the Jackson Lee
Amendment No. 51 as incorporated in the En
Bloc.

Despite the horrible provisions throughout
the entirety of this appropriations bill, the Jack-
son Lee Amendment No. 51 as incorporated
into En Bloc Amendment is an important
amendment that would increase by $2 million
the Head Start Act, including Head Start part-
nerships.

One of the objectives of the Congressional
Children’s Caucus is to ensure that all the chil-
dren in this country have an opportunity to re-
ceive an education, including early childhood
development.

Head Start helps all children succeed, espe-
cially vulnerable children.

If we continue to underfund education in the
United States, our children will suffer, we will
dismantle public education, and we will be
weaker as a nation.

This legislation would kick teachers out of
classrooms.

The United States is already in a teacher
shortage and this bill would cut another
22,300 teachers from Texas schools due to
cuts from Title 1.

This bill would severely impact teachers and
students all over the state of Texas, where the
Texas Education Agency has already decided
to unnecessarily takeover Houston ISD.

Houston ISD is the largest school district in
the state, with a student population of more
than 200,000, according to a breakdown by
the Texas Tribune.

A TEA takeover would have a negative im-
pact on each Independent School District
(ISD) because a board of managers are not
elected, and they don’t have to answer to the
constituents in those districts.

State takeovers in other districts have led to
school closures, layoffs, and no improvements
in test scores.

The vast majority of school districts that
have been taken over by state agencies (TEA
included) have not improved but declined.
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TEA has no experience managing a district
of 200k-plus scholars and we should not suffer
as the guinea pigs.

Texas is behind the national average of how
much the state spends per student in the
classroom.

More specifically, data from the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau shows that Texas spends $3,000
less than the national average.

We have to stop the State from intermed-
dling and overstepping into our educational
systems—causing further harm and damage
to our communities.

This legislation will make cuts to schools
and communities that are already suffering.

With the pandemic, burnout and the rise in
the cost of living, teachers are already strug-
gling, and this bill will only add to that.

Without the support of our teachers, stu-
dents will be left behind.

| also offered the Jackson Lee Amendment
No. 24 as incorporated in the En Bloc.

Again, despite the horrible provisions
throughout the entirety of this bill, the Jackson
Lee Amendment No. 24 as incorporated into
En Bloc Amendment is an important amend-
ment that would increase and decrease by $2
million the National Cancer Institute in order to
research triple negative breast cancer.

Breast cancer accounts for 12.5 percent of
all new annual cancer cases worldwide, mak-
ing it the most common cancer in the world.

This issue is extremely important, especially
for the brave men and women in the military,
who are up to 20-40 percent more likely to
develop breast cancer.

There are few people in this country whose
lives have not been touched by breast cancer.

Yet, there are persistent disparities in breast
cancer incidence and death rates.

Breast cancer is the leading cause of can-
cer-related death in the United States for
Black and Hispanic women.

Black women are more likely to die from
breast cancer than women of any other racial
or ethnic group.

Experts believe that it's partially because
about 1 in 5 Black women is diagnosed with
triple-negative breast cancer, more than any
other racial or ethnic group.

Compared with non-Hispanic white women,
Black women are less likely to receive guide-
line adherent care and have an approximate
2-fold higher mortality incidence, resulting in a
disproportionately higher risk of death from
Triple Negative Breast Cancer.

Triple Negative Breast Cancer (“TNBC”) is
one of many forms of breast cancer and ac-
counts for about 15-30 percent of all diag-
nosed invasive breast cancer cases in the
United States.

Due to its aggressive behavior, TNBC grows
quickly and is more likely to have spread at
the time it is found and is more likely to come
back after treatment than other types of breast
cancer.

TNBC cells do not contain (are “negative
for”) three key receptors that medicines typi-
cally target in other types of breast cancers;
therefore, there are limited treatment options
that can be used to treat the cancer.

Patients with an early diagnosis can often
be treated with chemotherapy, radiation, and
surgery; however, the limited therapies avail-
able specifically addressing the management
of TNBC has made treating this disease a
challenge for clinicians.

Recent innovation in targeted therapies
have fueled advances in the fight against
TNBC.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Advances in breast cancer screening and
treatment over the last few decades have re-
duced the overall breast cancer mortality rate,
yet the disproportionate impact of TNBC on
racial and ethnic minority communities raises
considerations about the underlying deter-
minants driving the disparities.

It is necessary to promote TNBC education,
raise awareness about the disease-related dis-
parities, and tackle inequities within the health
care delivery such as inadequate access to
screening, diagnostic testing, and care, to im-
prove early detection and survival.

Providing the NIH with the resources nec-
essary to research TNBC could save thou-
sands of lives each year.

The Jackson Lee Amendment No. 24 would
allow for more research so we can one day
hopefully learn a way to reduce the number of
Americans affected by breast cancer.

Additionally, | have introduced H.R. 225, the
Triple-Negative Breast Cancer Research and
Education Act of 2023, which focuses on ex-
panding, intensifying, and coordinating pro-
grams for the conduct and support of research
on triple-negative breast cancer, a type of
breast cancer that is difficult to detect but dis-
proportionately impacts African American and
Hispanic women.

While these Jackson Lee Amendments are
important, the negatives of this appropriations
bill vastly outweigh these positive amend-
ments—which is why H.R. 5894 must be
voted down.

Importantly, this bill is harmful for women’s
reproductive rights.

Access to abortion and fertility care is es-
sential to a person’s freedom, including for
service members, to make decisions about
their health and well-being, and having control
over their economic security.

Anti-abortion policymakers want to take
away women’s ability to make personal deci-
sions about their health and safety.

We must defend their freedom to control
their own bodies, lives, and futures.

The shameful attacks on women’s reproduc-
tive health rights make it crystal clear: anti-
abortion lawmakers will take any action to en-
sure people cannot access abortion care.

Anti-abortion lawmakers are pushing an ex-
treme agenda to take away service women’s
freedom and autonomy, all while trying to
claim they support women’s rights.

Access to reproductive health care, includ-
ing abortion and fertility care, is critical to our
democracy and overall well-being as a free
nation.

As policymakers, we must ensure that all
Americans can access abortion care without
barriers.

We aren’t truly free unless we can control
our own bodies, lives, and futures.

Our laws and policies should protect our
rights, not try to control and dehumanize us.

This bill will undoubtedly have a devastating
impact on all Americans.

As we know, the National Institutes of
Health has had major progress in human
health advances, promising medical findings,
and research insights.

Yet, significant cuts to NIH make maintain-
ing American research and development lead-
ership worldwide more challenging at a time
when competitor nations are increasing their
support for biomedical research.

Funding cuts will delay progress towards
new cures, treatments, and diagnostics that
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benefit the nation and drive our biomedical in-
novation economy forward.

Beyond sustaining American leadership in
biomedical research, the NIH is a major cata-
lyst for local economies, directly and indirectly
supporting over 560,000 jobs and producing
$96.84 billion in new economic activity in
FY22, equaling an economic return of $2.64
for every $1 in research funding.

This bill eliminates funding for the Ending
the HIV Epidemic Initiative within the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (—$220
million), the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program
(—$165 million), and Community Health Cen-
ters Program (—$157 million).

The bill also cuts funding for the Minority
HIV/AIDS Fund by 53 percent (—$32 million).

We have made significant advances in HIV/
AIDS research and it would be devastating to
cut back on the important work that is being
done.

Rather than cutting billions of dollars for
NIH-supported medical research occurring in
nearly every congressional district across the
country, the House should build on decades of
strong bipartisan support and investment that
has led to the lifesaving medications and treat-
ments Americans rely on every day.

We must fund the NIH and the Department
of Health and Human Services in order to re-
search and solve conditions such as Triple
Negative Breast Cancer, diabetes, and HIV.

This legislation would also impact Federal
Work Study programs and Supplemental Edu-
cation Opportunity Grants making it more dif-
ficult than it already is for college students to
pay for a higher education and receive finan-
cial aid.

The elimination of these programs and the
flat funding levels of Pell Grants for the first
time since 2012 would create financial emer-
gencies for low-income students.

Cutting these programs would not only
drive-up student borrowing and potentially dis-
courage the next generation of students, but it
would also create a real and immediate finan-
cial shortfall for current low-income students
who have rely on these programs to earn their
degree.

This legislation would also take away fund-
ing from our elderly population.

Under the current LHHS bill there would be
a $250 million dollar decrease to the Social
Security Administration’s customer service
budget at a time when the agency continues
to struggle to deliver timely and accurate serv-
ice. This year saw continued record high hold
times and wait times for disability claims.

The bill has a $15 million decrease for Elder
Rights Supports, funding used to protect older
Americans from elder abuse.

The Senior Community Service Employment
Program would be eliminated. This program
provides the opportunity for tens of thousands
of older Americans to find work despite per-
nicious age discrimination.

This bill negatively impacts every single per-
son in the United States from the youngest to
the oldest.

This bill doesn’t choose to impact just Re-
publicans or Democrats.

We will all feel the severity of this bill if it is
passed.

We cannot better the lives of everyday
Americans with this terrible bill that eliminates
much of the progress that has been made in
education, public health, and the workforce.
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This reckless underlying legislation would
painfully impact the lives of millions of Ameri-
cans by making disastrous cuts to programs
that workers and families count on every day.

Instead of investing in America, Republicans
would rather focus on advancing unpopular
and dangerous right-wing priorities.

The proposal in front of us here today is not
a reasonable middle ground, nor is it even a
starting point for discussion.

| recognize that we are in the midst of aus-
tere budgetary and political times, however,
we cannot continue to ignore the return on in-
vestment that advanced developments in
health research, employment assistance, and
education will yield to the American public.

| urge all my colleagues to oppose this dan-
gerous and shameful bill.

The CHAIR. All time for general de-
bate has expired.

Pursuant to the rule, the bill shall be
considered for amendment under the 5-
minute rule.

An amendment in the nature of a
substitute consisting of the text of
Rules Committee Print 118-13, modified
by the amendment printed in part A of
House Report 118-272, shall be consid-
ered as adopted in the House and in the
Committee of the Whole, and the bill,
as amended, shall be considered as
read.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5894

Be it enacted by the Senate and House
of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled,

TITLE I
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING ADMINISTRATION
TRAINING AND EMPLOYMENT SERVICES

For necessary expenses of the Workforce Inno-
vation and Opportunity Act (referred to in this
Act as “WIOA”’) and the National Apprentice-
ship Act, $2,836,808,000, plus reimbursements,
shall be available. Of the amounts provided:

(1) for grants to States for adult employment
and training activities and dislocated worker
employment and training activities,
$1,807,553,000 as follows:

(A) $712,000,000 for adult employment and
training activities, which shall be available for
the period October 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025;
and

(B) 31,095,553,000 for dislocated worker em-

ployment and training activities, of which
$235,5653,000 shall be available for the period
July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025, and of which
$860,000,000 shall be available for the period Oc-
tober 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025:
Provided, That the funds available for allotment
to outlying areas to carry out subtitle B of title
I of the WIOA shall not be subject to the re-
quirements of section 127(b)(1)(B)(ii) of such
Act: Provided further, That notwithstanding the
requirements of WIOA, outlying areas may sub-
mit a single application for a consolidated grant
that awards funds that would otherwise be
available to such areas to carry out the activi-
ties described in subtitle B of title I of the
WIOA: Provided further, That such application
shall be submitted to the Secretary of Labor (re-
ferred to in this title as ‘‘Secretary’), at such
time, in such manner, and containing such in-
formation as the Secretary may require: Pro-
vided further, That outlying areas awarded a
consolidated grant described in the preceding
provisos may use the funds for any of the pro-
grams and activities authoriced under such sub-
title B of title I of the WIOA subject to approval
of the application and such reporting require-
ments issued by the Secretary; and
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(2) for national programs, $1,029,255,000 as fol-
lows:

(4) $360,859,0000 for the dislocated workers as-
sistance national reserve, of which $160,859,000
shall be available for the period July 1, 2024
through September 30, 2025, and of which
$200,000,000 shall be available for the period Oc-
tober 1, 2024 through September 30, 2025: Pro-
vided, That funds provided to carry out section
132(a)(2)(A) of the WIOA may be used to provide
assistance to a State for statewide or local use
in order to address cases where there have been
worker dislocations across multiple sectors or
across multiple local areas and such workers re-
main dislocated; coordinate the State workforce
development plan with emerging economic devel-
opment needs; and train such eligible dislocated
workers: Provided further, That funds provided
to carry out sections 168(b) and 169(c) of the
WIOA may be used for technical assistance and
demonstration projects, respectively, that pro-
vide assistance to new entrants in the workforce
and incumbent workers: Provided further, That
notwithstanding section 168(b) of the WIOA, of
the funds provided under this subparagraph,
the Secretary may reserve not more than 10 per-
cent of such funds to provide technical assist-
ance and carry out additional activities related
to the transition to the WIOA: Provided further,
That of the funds provided under this subpara-
graph, $115,000,000 shall be for training and em-
ployment assistance under sections 168(b), 169(c)
(notwithstanding the 10 percent limitation in
such section) and 170 of the WIOA as follows:

(i) $50,000,000 shall be for workers in the Ap-
palachian region, as defined by 40 U.S.C.
14102(a)(1), workers in the Lower Mississippi, as
defined in section 4(2) of the Delta Development
Act (Public Law 100—460, 102 Stat. 2246; 7 U.S.C.
2009aa(2)), and workers in the region served by
the Northern Border Regional Commission, as
defined by 40 U.S.C. 15733; and

(ii) $65,000,000 shall be for the purpose of de-
veloping, offering, or improving educational or
career training programs at community colleges,
defined as public institutions of higher edu-
cation, as described in section 101(a) of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 and at which the
associate’s degree is primarily the highest degree
awarded, with other eligible institutions of
higher education, as defined in section 101(a) of
the Higher Education Act of 1965, eligible to
participate through consortia, with community
colleges as the lead grantee;

(B) 360,000,000 for Native American programs
under section 166 of the WIOA, which shall be
available for the period July 1, 2024 through
June 30, 2025;

(C) $97,396,000 for migrant and seasonal farm-
worker programs under section 167 of the WIOA,
including $90,134,000 for formula grants (of
which not less than 70 percent shall be for em-
ployment and training services), $6,591,000 for
migrant and seasonal housing (of which not less
than 70 percent shall be for permanent hous-
ing), and 3$671,000 for other discretionary pur-
poses, which shall be available for the period
April 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025: Provided,
That notwithstanding any other provision of
law or related regulation, the Department of
Labor shall take no action limiting the number
or proportion of eligible participants receiving
related assistance services or discouraging
grantees from providing such services: Provided
further, That notwithstanding the definition of
“‘eligible seasonal farmworker’ in section
167(i)(3)(A) of the WIOA relating to an indi-
vidual being “‘low-income’’, an individual is eli-
gible for migrant and seasonal farmworker pro-
grams under section 167 of the WIOA under that
definition if, in addition to meeting the require-
ments of clauses (i) and (ii) of section
167(i)(3)(A4), such individual is a member of a
family with a total family income equal to or
less than 150 percent of the poverty line;

(D) $105,000,000 for YouthBuild activities as
described in section 171 of the WIOA, which
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shall be available for the period April 1, 2024
through June 30, 2025;

(E) $115,000,000 for ex-offender activities,
under the authority of section 169 of the WIOA,
which shall be available for the period April 1,
2024 through June 30, 2025: Provided, That of
this amount, $30,000,000 shall be for competitive
grants to national and regional intermediaries
for activities that prepare for employment young
adults with criminal legal histories, young
adults who have been justice system-involved, or
young adults who have dropped out of school or
other educational programs, with a priority for
projects serving high-crime, high-poverty areas;

(F) $6,000,000 for the Workforce Data Quality
Initiative, under the authority of section 169 of
the WIOA, which shall be available for the pe-
riod July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025; and

(G) $285,000,000 to expand opportunities
through apprenticeships, to be available to the
Secretary to carry out activities through grants,
cooperative agreements, contracts and other ar-
rangements, with States and other appropriate
entities, including equity intermediaries and
business and labor industry partner inter-
mediaries, which shall be available for the pe-
riod July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025.

FEDERAL UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS AND
ALLOWANCES

For payments during fiscal year 2024 of trade
adjustment benefit payments and allowances
under part I of subchapter B of chapter 2 of title
II of the Trade Act of 1974, and section 246 of
that Act; and for training, employment and case
management services, allowances for job search
and relocation, and related State administrative
expenses under part II of subchapter B of chap-
ter 2 of title II of the Trade Act of 1974, and in-
cluding benefit payments, allowances, training,
employment and case management services, and
related State administration provided pursuant
to section 231(a) of the Trade Adjustment Assist-
ance Extension Act of 2011, sections 405(a) and
406 of the Trade Preferences Extension Act of
2015, and section 285(a) of the Trade Act of 1974,
as amended, $30,700,000 together with such
amounts as may be necessary to be charged to
the subsequent appropriation for payments for
any period subsequent to September 15, 2024:
Provided, That notwithstanding section 502 of
this Act, any part of the appropriation provided
under this heading may remain available for ob-
ligation beyond the current fiscal year pursuant
to the authorities of section 245(c) of the Trade
Act 0of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2317(c)).

STATE UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE AND
EMPLOYMENT SERVICE OPERATIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For authorized administrative expenses,
$84,066,000, together with mnot to exceed
$3,921,556,000 which may be expended from the
Employment Security Administration Account in
the Unemployment Trust Fund (‘‘the Trust
Fund’’), of which—

(1) $3,141,635,000 from the Trust Fund is for
grants to States for the administration of State
unemployment insurance laws as authorized
under title I1I of the Social Security Act (includ-
ing not less than $382,000,000 to carry out reem-
ployment services and eligibility assessments
under section 306 of such Act, any claimants of
regular compensation, as defined in such sec-
tion, including those who are profiled as most
likely to exhaust their benefits, may be eligible
for such services and assessments: Provided,
That of such amount, $117,000,000 is specified
for grants under section 306 of the Social Secu-
rity Act and is provided to meet the terms of sec-
tion 251(b)(2)(E)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, as
amended, and $265,000,000 is additional new
budget authority specified for purposes of sec-
tion 251(b)(2)(E)(i)(V) of such Act; and
$9,000,000 for continued support of the Unem-
ployment Insurance Integrity Center of Excel-
lence), the administration of unemployment in-
surance for Federal employees and for ex-service
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members as authorized under 5 U.S.C. 8501-8523,
and the administration of trade readjustment al-
lowances, reemployment trade adjustment as-
sistance, and alternative trade adjustment as-
sistance under the Trade Act of 1974 and under
section 231(a) of the Trade Adjustment Assist-
ance Extension Act of 2011, sections 405(a) and
406 of the Trade Preferences Extension Act of
2015, and section 285(a) of the Trade Act of 1974,
as amended, and shall be available for obliga-
tion by the States through December 31, 2024,
except that funds used for automation shall be
available for Federal obligation until expended,
and for State obligation through September 30,
2026, and funds for competitive grants awarded
to States for improved operations and to con-
duct in-person reemployment and eligibility as-
sessments and unemployment insurance im-
proper payment reviews and provide reemploy-
ment services and referrals to training, as ap-
propriate, shall be available for Federal obliga-
tion through December 31, 2024 (except that
funds for outcome payments pursuant to section
306(f)(2) of the Social Security Act shall be
available for Federal obligation through March
31, 2025), and for obligation by the States
through September 30, 2026, and funds for the
Unemployment Insurance Integrity Center of
Ezxcellence shall be available for obligation by
the State through September 30, 2025, and funds
used for unemployment insurance workloads ex-
perienced through September 30, 2024 shall be
available for Federal obligation through Decem-
ber 31, 2024,

(2) $23,000,000 from the Trust Fund is for na-
tional activities necessary to support the admin-
istration of the Federal-State unemployment in-
surance system;

(3) $658,639,000 from the Trust Fund, together
with $21,413,000 from the General Fund of the
Treasury, is for grants to States in accordance
with section 6 of the Wagner-Peyser Act, and
shall be available for Federal obligation for the
period July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025;

(4) $25,000,000 from the Trust Fund is for na-
tional activities of the Employment Service, in-
cluding administration of the work opportunity
tax credit under section 51 of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 (including assisting States in
adopting or modernizing information technology
for use in the processing of certification re-
quests), and the provision of technical assist-
ance and staff training under the Wagner-
Peyser Act;

(5) $73,282,000 from the Trust Fund is for the
administration of foreign labor -certifications
and related activities under the Immigration
and Nationality Act and related laws, of which
$50,000,000 shall be available for the Federal ad-
ministration of such activities, and $23,282,000
shall be available for grants to States for the ad-
ministration of such activities; and

(6) $62,653,000 from the General Fund is to
provide workforce information, national elec-
tronic tools, and one-stop system building under
the Wagner-Peyser Act and shall be available
for Federal obligation for the period July 1, 2024
through June 30, 2025, of which up to $9,800,000
may be used to carry out research and dem-
onstration projects related to testing effective
ways to promote greater labor force participa-
tion of people with disabilities: Provided, That
the Secretary may transfer amounts made avail-
able for research and demonstration projects
under this paragraph to the ‘‘Office of Dis-
ability Employment Policy’ account for such
purposes:

Provided, That to the extent that the Average
Weekly Insured Unemployment (“AWIU”’) for
fiscal year 2024 is projected by the Department
of Labor to exceed 2,365,000, an additional
$28,600,000 from the Trust Fund shall be avail-
able for obligation for every 100,000 increase in
the AWIU level (including a pro rata amount
for any increment less than 100,000) to carry out
title 111 of the Social Security Act: Provided fur-
ther, That funds appropriated in this Act that
are allotted to a State to carry out activities
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under title III of the Social Security Act may be
used by such State to assist other States in car-
rying out activities under such title III if the
other States include areas that have suffered a
major disaster declared by the President under
the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act: Provided further, That
the Secretary may use funds appropriated for
grants to States under title III of the Social Se-
curity Act to make payments on behalf of States
for the use of the National Directory of New
Hires under section 453(7)(8) of such Act: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary may use funds
appropriated for grants to States under title II1
of the Social Security Act to make payments on
behalf of States to the entity operating the State
Information Data Ezxchange System: Provided
further, That funds appropriated in this Act
which are used to establish a national one-stop
career center system, or which are used to sup-
port the national activities of the Federal-State
unemployment insurance, employment service,
or immigration programs, may be obligated in
contracts, grants, or agreements with States and
non-State entities: Provided further, That States
awarded competitive grants for improved oper-
ations under title III of the Social Security Act,
or awarded grants to support the national ac-
tivities of the Federal-State unemployment in-
surance system, may award subgrants to other
States and non-State entities under such grants,
subject to the conditions applicable to the
grants: Provided further, That funds appro-
priated under this Act for activities authorized
under title II1 of the Social Security Act and the
Wagner-Peyser Act may be used by States to
fund integrated Unemployment Insurance and
Employment Service automation efforts, not-
withstanding cost allocation principles pre-
scribed under the final rule entitled ‘“‘Uniform
Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles,
and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards’’ at
part 200 of title 2, Code of Federal Regulations:
Provided further, That the Secretary, at the re-
quest of a State participating in a consortium
with other States, may reallot funds allotted to
such State under title III of the Social Security
Act to other States participating in the consor-
tium or to the entity operating the Unemploy-
ment Insurance Information Technology Sup-
port Center in order to carry out activities that
benefit the administration of the unemployment
compensation law of the State making the re-
quest: Provided further, That the Secretary may
collect fees for the costs associated with addi-
tional data collection, analyses, and reporting
services relating to the National Agricultural
Workers Survey requested by State and local
governments, public and private institutions of
higher education, and nonprofit organizations
and may utilize such sums, in accordance with
the provisions of 29 U.S.C. 9a, for the National
Agricultural Workers Survey infrastructure,
methodology, and data to meet the information
collection and reporting needs of such entities,
which shall be credited to this appropriation
and shall remain available until September 30,
2025, for such purposes.

ADVANCES TO THE UNEMPLOYMENT TRUST FUND

AND OTHER FUNDS

For repayable advances to the Unemployment
Trust Fund as authorized by sections 905(d) and
1203 of the Social Security Act, and to the Black
Lung Disability Trust Fund as authorized by
section 9501(c)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986; and for nonrepayable advances to the
revolving fund established by section 901(e) of
the Social Security Act, to the Unemployment
Trust Fund as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 8509, and
to the “Federal Unemployment Benefits and Al-
lowances’ account, such sums as may be nec-
essary, which shall be available for obligation
through September 30, 2025.

PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION

For expenses of administering employment
and training programs, $108,900,000, together
with not to exceed $54,015,000 which may be ex-
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pended from the Employment Security Adminis-
tration Account in the Unemployment Trust
Fund.

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS SECURITY ADMINISTRATION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses for the Employee Ben-
efits Security Administration, $152,880,000, of
which up to $3,000,000 shall be made available
through September 30, 2025, for the procurement
of expert witnesses for enforcement litigation.

PENSION BENEFIT GUARANTY CORPORATION
PENSION BENEFIT GUARANTY CORPORATION FUND

The Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation
(““‘Corporation’’) is authorized to make such ex-
penditures, including financial assistance au-
thorized by subtitle E of title IV of the Employee
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974, within
limits of funds and borrowing authority avail-
able to the Corporation, and in accord with law,
and to make such contracts and commitments
without regard to fiscal year limitations, as pro-
vided by 31 U.S.C. 9104, as may be necessary in
carrying out the program, including associated
administrative expenses, through September 30,
2024, for the Corporation: Provided, That none
of the funds available to the Corporation for fis-
cal year 2024 shall be available for obligations
for administrative expenses in excess of
$512,900,000: Provided further, That to the ex-
tent that the number of new plan participants
in plans terminated by the Corporation exceeds
100,000 in fiscal year 2024, an amount not to ex-
ceed an additional $9,200,000 shall be available
through September 30, 2028, for obligations for
administrative expenses for every 20,000 addi-
tional terminated participants: Provided fur-
ther, That obligations in excess of the amounts
provided for administrative expenses in this
paragraph may be incurred and shall be avail-
able through September 30, 2028 for obligation
for unforeseen and extraordinary pre-termi-
nation or termination exrpenses or extraordinary
multiemployer program related expenses after
approval by the Office of Management and
Budget and notification of the Committees on
Appropriations of the House of Representatives
and the Senate: Provided further, That an addi-
tional amount shall be available for obligation
through September 30, 2028 to the extent the
Corporation’s costs exceed $250,000 for the provi-
sion of credit or identity monitoring to affected
individuals upon suffering a security incident or
privacy breach, not to exceed an additional $100
per affected individual.

WAGE AND HOUR DIVISION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
For mnecessary expenses for the Wage and
Hour Division, including reimbursement to
State, Federal, and local agencies and their em-
ployees  for inspection  services rendered,
$185,000,000.
OFFICE OF LABOR-MANAGEMENT STANDARDS
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
For mnecessary expenses for the Office of
Labor-Management Standards, $48,515,000.
OFFICE OF FEDERAL CONTRACT COMPLIANCE
PROGRAMS
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
For necessary expenses for the Office of Fed-
eral Contract Compliance Programs, $83,232,000.
OFFICE OF WORKERS’ COMPENSATION PROGRAMS
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
For necessary expenses for the Office of Work-
ers’ Compensation Programs, $106,500,000, to-
gether with $2,205,000 which may be expended
from the Special Fund in accordance with sec-
tions 39(c), 44(d), and 44(7) of the Longshore and
Harbor Workers’ Compensation Act.
SPECIAL BENEFITS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)
For the payment of compensation, benefits,
and expenses (except administrative exrpenses
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not otherwise authoriced) accruing during the
current or any prior fiscal year authorized by 5
U.S.C. 81; continuation of benefits as provided
for under the heading ‘‘Civilian War Benefits’’
in the Federal Security Agency Appropriation
Act, 1947; the Employees’ Compensation Com-
mission Appropriation Act, 1944; section 5(f) of
the War Claims Act (50 U.S.C. App. 2012); obli-
gations incurred under the War Hazards Com-
pensation Act (42 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.); and 50
percent of the additional compensation and ben-
efits required by section 10(h) of the Longshore
and Harbor Workers’ Compensation Act,
$700,000,000, together with such amounts as may
be necessary to be charged to the subsequent
year appropriation for the payment of com-
pensation and other benefits for any period sub-
sequent to August 15 of the current year, for de-
posit into and to assume the attributes of the
Employees’ Compensation Fund established
under 5 U.S.C. 8147(a): Provided, That amounts
appropriated may be used under 5 U.S.C. 8104
by the Secretary to reimburse an employer, who
is not the employer at the time of injury, for
portions of the salary of a re-employed, disabled
beneficiary: Provided further, That balances of
reimbursements unobligated on September 30,
2023, shall remain available until expended for
the payment of compensation, benefits, and ex-
penses: Provided further, That in addition there
shall be transferred to this appropriation from
the Postal Service and from any other corpora-
tion or instrumentality required under 5 U.S.C.
8147(c) to pay an amount for its fair share of the
cost of administration, such sums as the Sec-
retary determines to be the cost of administra-
tion for employees of such fair share entities
through September 30, 2024: Provided further,
That of those funds transferred to this account
from the fair share entities to pay the cost of ad-
ministration of the Federal Employees’ Com-
pensation Act, $83,007,000 shall be made avail-
able to the Secretary as follows:

(1) For enhancement and maintenance of
automated data processing systems operations
and telecommunications systems, $28,153,000;

(2) For automated workload processing oper-
ations, including document imaging, centralized
mail intake, and medical bill processing,
$326,526,000;

(3) For periodic roll disability management
and medical review, $26,527,000;

(4) For program integrity, $1,801,000; and

(5) The remaining funds shall be paid into the

Treasury as miscellaneous receipts:
Provided further, That the Secretary may re-
quire that any person filing a notice of injury or
a claim for benefits under 5 U.S.C. 81, or the
Longshore and Harbor Workers’ Compensation
Act, provide as part of such notice and claim,
such identifying information (including Social
Security account number) as such regulations
may prescribe.

SPECIAL BENEFITS FOR DISABLED COAL MINERS

For carrying out title 1V of the Federal Mine
Safety and Health Act of 1977, as amended by
Public Law 107-275, $22,890,000, to remain avail-
able until expended.

For making after July 31 of the current fiscal
year, benefit payments to individuals under title
IV of such Act, for costs incurred in the current
fiscal year, such amounts as may be necessary.

For making benefit payments under title IV
for the first quarter of fiscal year 2025,
$7,000,000, to remain available until expended.

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES, ENERGY EMPLOYEES
OCCUPATIONAL ILLNESS COMPENSATION FUND

For necessary expenses to administer the En-
ergy Employees Occupational Illness Compensa-
tion Program Act, 366,532,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That the Sec-
retary may require that any person filing a
claim for benefits under the Act provide as part
of such claim such identifying information (in-
cluding Social Security account number) as may
be prescribed.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

BLACK LUNG DISABILITY TRUST FUND
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

Such sums as may be mnecessary from the
Black Lung Disability Trust Fund (the
“Fund’’), to remain available until expended,
for payment of all benefits authorized by section
9501(d)(1), (2), (6), and (7) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986; and repayment of, and pay-
ment of interest on advances, as authoriced by
section 9501(d)(4) of that Act. In addition, the
following amounts may be expended from the
Fund for fiscal year 2024 for expenses of oper-
ation and administration of the Black Lung
Benefits program, as authorized by section
9501(ad)(5): not to exceed $44,059,000 for transfer
to the Office of Workers’ Compensation Pro-
grams, “‘Salaries and Expenses’’; not to exceed
341,178,000 for transfer to Departmental Man-
agement, ‘‘Salaries and Expenses’; not to ex-
ceed $368,000 for transfer to Departmental Man-
agement, ““‘Office of Inspector General’’; and not
to exceed $356,000 for payments into miscella-
neous receipts for the expenses of the Depart-
ment of the Treasury.

OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH
ADMINISTRATION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For mecessary expenses for the Occupational
Safety and Health Administration, $536,922,000,
including not to exceed $120,000,000 which shall
be the maximum amount available for grants to
States under section 23(g) of the Occupational
Safety and Health Act (the ‘‘Act’), which
grants shall be no less than 50 percent of the
costs of State occupational safety and health
programs required to be incurred under plans
approved by the Secretary under section 18 of
the Act; and, in addition, notwithstanding 31
U.S.C. 3302, the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration may retain up to $499,000
per fiscal year of training institute course tui-
tion and fees, otherwise authorized by law to be
collected, and may utilize such sums for occupa-
tional safety and health training and edu-
cation: Provided, That notwithstanding 31
U.S.C. 3302, the Secretary is authorized, during
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2024, to col-
lect and retain fees for services provided to Na-
tionally Recognized Testing Laboratories, and
may utilice such sums, in accordance with the
provisions of 29 U.S.C. 9a, to administer na-
tional and international laboratory recognition
programs that ensure the safety of equipment
and products used by workers in the workplace:
Provided further, That none of the funds appro-
priated under this paragraph shall be obligated
or expended to prescribe, issue, administer, or
enforce any standard, rule, regulation, or order
under the Act which is applicable to any person
who is engaged in a farming operation which
does not maintain a temporary labor camp and
employs 10 or fewer employees: Provided fur-
ther, That no funds appropriated under this
paragraph shall be obligated or expended to ad-
minister or enforce any standard, rule, regula-
tion, or order under the Act with respect to any
employer of 10 or fewer employees who is in-
cluded within a category having a Days Away,
Restricted, or Transferred (“DART’’) occupa-
tional injury and illness rate, at the most precise
industrial classification code for which such
data are published, less than the national aver-
age rate as such rates are most recently pub-
lished by the Secretary, acting through the Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics, in accordance with sec-
tion 24 of the Act, except—

(1) to provide, as authorized by the Act, con-
sultation, technical assistance, educational and
training services, and to conduct surveys and
studies;

(2) to conduct an inspection or investigation
in response to an employee complaint, to issue a
citation for violations found during such inspec-
tion, and to assess a penalty for wviolations
which are not corrected within a reasonable
abatement period and for any willful violations
found;
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(3) to take any action authorized by the Act
with respect to imminent dangers;

(4) to take any action authorized by the Act
with respect to health hazards;

(5) to take any action authorized by the Act
with respect to a report of an employment acci-
dent which is fatal to one or more employees or
which results in hospitalization of two or more
employees, and to take any action pursuant to
such investigation authorized by the Act; and

(6) to take any action authorized by the Act

with respect to complaints of discrimination
against employees for exercising rights under
the Act:
Provided further, That the foregoing proviso
shall not apply to any person who is engaged in
a farming operation which does not maintain a
temporary labor camp and employs 10 or fewer
employees: Provided further, That not less than
$3,500,000 shall be for Voluntary Protection Pro-
grams.

MINE SAFETY AND HEALTH ADMINISTRATION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For mecessary expenses for the Mine Safety
and Health Administration, $325,052,000, includ-
ing purchase and bestowal of certificates and
trophies in connection with mine rescue and
first-aid work, and the hire of passenger motor
vehicles, including up to $2,000,000 for mine res-
cue and recovery activities and not less than
$10,537,000 for State assistance grants: Provided,
That notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 3302, not to ex-
ceed 3750,000 may be collected by the National
Mine Health and Safety Academy for room,
board, tuition, and the sale of training mate-
rials, otherwise authorized by law to be col-
lected, to be available for mine safety and
health education and training activities: Pro-
vided further, That notwithstanding 31 U.S.C.
3302, the Mine Safety and Health Administra-
tion is authorized to collect and retain up to
$2,499,000 from fees collected for the approval
and certification of equipment, materials, and
explosives for use in mines, and may utilize such
sums for such activities: Provided further, That
the Secretary is authorized to accept lands,
buildings, equipment, and other contributions
from public and private sources and to prosecute
projects in cooperation with other agencies,
Federal, State, or private: Provided further,
That the Mine Safety and Health Administra-
tion is authorized to promote health and safety
education and training in the mining commu-
nity through cooperative programs with States,
industry, and safety associations: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary is authorized to recog-
nize the Joseph A. Holmes Safety Association as
a principal safety association and, notwith-
standing any other provision of law, may pro-
vide funds and, with or without reimbursement,
personnel, including service of Mine Safety and
Health Administration officials as officers in
local chapters or in the national organization:
Provided further, That any funds available to
the Department of Labor may be used, with the
approval of the Secretary, to provide for the
costs of mine rescue and survival operations in
the event of a major disaster.

BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses for the Bureau of
Labor Statistics, including advances or reim-
bursements to State, Federal, and local agencies
and their employees for services rendered,
$589,952,000, together with mnot to exceed
$68,000,000 which may be expended from the Em-
ployment Security Administration account in
the Unemployment Trust Fund.

OFFICE OF DISABILITY EMPLOYMENT POLICY

SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses for the Office of Dis-
ability Employment Policy to provide leadership,
develop policy and initiatives, and award grants
furthering the objective of eliminating barriers



November 14, 2023

to the training and employment of people with
disabilities, 343,000,000, of which not less than
$9,000,000 shall be for research and demonstra-
tion projects related to testing effective ways to
promote greater labor force participation of peo-
ple with disabilities: Provided, That the Sec-
retary may transfer amounts made available
under this heading for research and demonstra-
tion projects to the “‘State Unemployment Insur-
ance and Employment Service Operations’” ac-
count for such purposes.

DEPARTMENTAL MANAGEMENT
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For mnecessary expenses for Departmental
Management, including the hire of three pas-
senger motor wvehicles, $200,995,000, together
with not to exceed $308,000, which may be ex-
pended from the Employment Security Adminis-
tration account in the Unemployment Trust
Fund: Provided, That $6,211,000 shall be used
for program evaluation and shall be available
for obligation through September 30, 2025: Pro-
vided further, That funds available for program
evaluation may be used to administer grants for
the purpose of evaluation: Provided further,
That grants made for the purpose of evaluation
shall be awarded through fair and open com-
petition.

VETERANS’ EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING

Not to exceed $269,841,000 may be derived from
the Employment Security Administration ac-
count in the Unemployment Trust Fund to carry
out the provisions of chapters 41, 42, and 43 of
title 38, United States Code, of which—

(1) $185,000,000 is for Jobs for Veterans State
grants under 38 U.S.C. 4102A(b)(5) to support
disabled veterans’ outreach program specialists
under section 4103A of such title and local vet-
erans’ employment representatives under section
4104(b) of such title, and for the expenses de-
scribed in section 4102A(b)(5)(C), which shall be
available for expenditure by the States through
September 30, 2026, and not to exceed 3 percent
for the necessary Federal expenditures for data
systems and contract support to allow for the
tracking of participant and performance infor-
mation: Provided, That, in addition, such funds
may be used to support such specialists and rep-
resentatives in the provision of services to
transitioning members of the Armed Forces who
have participated in the Transition Assistance
Program and have been identified as in need of
intensive Sservices, to members of the Armed
Forces who are wounded, ill, or injured and re-
ceiving treatment in military treatment facilities
or warrior transition units, and to the spouses
or other family caregivers of such wounded, ill,
or injured members;

(2) $34,379,000 is for carrying out the Transi-
tion Assistance Program under 38 U.S.C. 4113
and 10 U.S.C. 1144;

(3) 347,048,000 is for Federal administration of
chapters 41, 42, and 43 of title 38, and sections
2021, 2021A and 2023 of title 38, United States
Code: Provided, That, up to $500,000 may be
used to carry out the Hire VETS Act (division O
of Public Law 115-31); and

(4) $3,414,000 is for the National Veterans’ Em-

ployment and Training Services Institute under
38 U.S.C. 4109:
Provided, That the Secretary may reallocate
among the appropriations provided under para-
graphs (1) through (4) above an amount not to
exceed 3 percent of the appropriation from
which such reallocation is made.

In addition, from the General Fund of the
Treasury, $65,500,000 is for carrying out pro-
grams to assist homeless veterans and veterans
at risk of homelessness who are transitioning
from certain institutions under sections 2021,
2021A, and 2023 of title 38, United States Code:
Provided, That notwithstanding subsections
(c)(3) and (d) of section 2023, the Secretary may
award grants through September 30, 2024, to
provide services under such section: Provided
further, That services provided under sections
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2021 or under 2021 A may include, in addition to
services to homeless veterans described in sec-
tion 2002(a)(1), services to veterans who were
homeless at some point within the 60 days prior
to program entry or veterans who are at risk of
homelessness within the next 60 days, and that
services provided under section 2023 may in-
clude, in addition to services to the individuals
described in subsection (e) of such section, serv-
ices to veterans recently released from incarcer-
ation who are at risk of homelessness: Provided
further, That notwithstanding paragraph (3)
under this heading, funds appropriated in this
paragraph may be used for data systems and
contract support to allow for the tracking of
participant and performance information: Pro-
vided further, That notwithstanding sections
2021(e)(2) and 2021A(f)(2) of title 38, United
States Code, such funds shall be available for
expenditure pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1553.

In addition, fees may be assessed and depos-
ited in the HIRE Vets Medallion Award Fund
pursuant to section 5(b) of the HIRE Vets Act,
and such amounts shall be available to the Sec-
retary to carry out the HIRE Vets Medallion
Award Program, as authorized by such Act, and
shall remain available until expended: Provided,
That such sums shall be in addition to any
other funds available for such purposes, includ-
ing funds available under paragraph (3) of this
heading: Provided further, That section 2(d) of
division O of the Consolidated Appropriations
Act, 2017 (Public Law 115-31; 38 U.S.C. 4100
note) shall not apply.

IT MODERNIZATION

For mecessary expenses for Department of
Labor centralized infrastructure technology in-
vestment activities related to support systems
and modernization, $27,269,000, which shall be
available through September 30, 2025.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For salaries and expenses of the Office of In-
spector General in carrying out the provisions of
the Inspector General Act of 1978, $91,187,000,
together with mnot to exceed $5,841,000 which
may be expended from the Employment Security
Administration account in the Unemployment
Trust Fund: Provided, That not more than
32,000,000 of the amount provided under this
heading may be available until expended.

GENERAL PROVISIONS

SEC. 101. None of the funds appropriated by
this Act for the Job Corps shall be used to pay
the salary and bonuses of an individual, either
as direct costs or any proration as an indirect
cost, at a rate in excess of Executive Level II.

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 102. Not to exceed 1 percent of any discre-
tionary funds (pursuant to the Balanced Budget
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985)
which are appropriated for the current fiscal
year for the Department of Labor in this Act
may be transferred between a program, project,
or activity, but mo such program, project, or ac-
tivity shall be increased by more than 3 percent
by any such transfer: Provided, That the trans-
fer authority granted by this section shall not be
used to create any new program or to fund any
project or activity for which no funds are pro-
vided in this Act: Provided further, That the
Committees on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives and the Senate are notified at
least 15 days in advance of any transfer.

SEC. 103. In accordance with Executive Order
13126, none of the funds appropriated or other-
wise made available pursuant to this Act shall
be obligated or expended for the procurement of
goods mined, produced, manufactured, or har-
vested or services rendered, in whole or in part,
by forced or indentured child labor in industries
and host countries already identified by the
United States Department of Labor prior to en-
actment of this Act.

SEC. 104. Except as otherwise provided in this
section, none of the funds made available to the
Department of Labor for grants under section
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414(c) of the American Competitiveness and
Workforce Improvement Act of 1998 (29 U.S.C.
2916a) may be used for any purpose other than
competitive grants for training individuals who
are older than 16 years of age and are not cur-
rently enrolled in school within a local edu-
cational agency in the occupations and indus-
tries for which employers are using H-1B visas
to hire foreign workers, and the related activi-
ties necessary to support such training.

SEC. 105. None of the funds made available by
this Act under the heading ‘‘Employment and
Training Administration’’ shall be used by a re-
cipient or subrecipient of such funds to pay the
salary and bonuses of an individual, either as
direct costs or indirect costs, at a rate in excess
of Executive Level II. This limitation shall not
apply to vendors providing goods and services as
defined in Office of Management and Budget
Circular A-133. Where States are recipients of
such funds, States may establish a lower limit
for salaries and bonuses of those receiving sala-
ries and bonuses from subrecipients of such
funds, taking into account factors including the
relative cost-of-living in the State, the com-
pensation levels for comparable State or local
government employees, and the size of the orga-
nizations that administer Federal programs in-
volved including Employment and Training Ad-
ministration programs.

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 106. (a) Notwithstanding section 102, the
Secretary may transfer funds made available to
the Employment and Training Administration
by this Act, either directly or through a set-
aside, for technical assistance services to grant-
ees to ““Program Administration’’ when it is de-
termined that those services will be more effi-
ciently performed by Federal employees: Pro-
vided, That this section shall not apply to sec-
tion 171 of the WIOA.

(b) Notwithstanding section 102, the Secretary
may transfer not more than 0.5 percent of each
discretionary appropriation made available to
the Employment and Training Administration
by this Act to ‘“‘Program Administration’ in
order to carry out program integrity activities
relating to any of the programs or activities that
are funded under any such discretionary appro-
priations: Provided, That funds transferred
under this subsection shall be available to the
Secretary to carry out program integrity activi-
ties directly or through grants, cooperative
agreements, contracts and other arrangements
with States and other appropriate entities: Pro-
vided further, That funds transferred under the
authority provided by this subsection shall be
available for obligation through September 30,
2024.

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 107. (a) The Secretary may reserve mot
more than 0.75 percent from each appropriation
made available in this Act identified in sub-
section (b) in order to carry out evaluations of
any of the programs or activities that are fund-
ed under such accounts. Any funds reserved
under this section shall be transferred to ‘“‘De-
partmental Management’ for use by the Office
of the Chief Evaluation Officer within the De-
partment of Labor, and shall be available for
obligation through September 30, 2024: Provided,
That such funds shall only be available if the
Chief Evaluation Officer of the Department of
Labor submits a plan to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives
and the Senate describing the evaluations to be
carried out 15 days in advance of any transfer.

(b) The accounts referred to in subsection (a)
are: ‘“‘Training and Employment Services’,
“State Unemployment Insurance and Employ-
ment Service Operations’, ‘‘Employee Benefits
Security Administration’’, ‘“‘Office of Workers’
Compensation Programs”’, “Wage and Hour Di-
vision”’, ‘“‘Office of Federal Contract Compliance
Programs”, ‘“‘Office of Labor Management
Standards”’, ‘‘Occupational Safety and Health
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Administration”’, “Mine Safety and Health Ad-
ministration’’, “‘Office of Disability Employment
Policy”, and ‘‘Veterans’ Employment and
Training’’.

SEC. 108. (a) Section 7 of the Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 207) shall be
applied as if the following text is part of such
section:

““(s)(1) The provisions of this section shall not
apply for a period of 2 years after the occur-
rence of a major disaster to any employee—

““(A) employed to adjust or evaluate claims re-
sulting from or relating to such major disaster,
by an employer not engaged, directly or through
an affiliate, in underwriting, selling, or mar-
keting property, casualty, or liability insurance
policies or contracts;

“(B) who receives from such employer on av-
erage weekly compensation of not less than
$591.00 per week or any minimum weekly
amount established by the Secretary, whichever
is greater, for the mnumber of weeks such em-
ployee is engaged in any of the activities de-
scribed in subparagraph (C); and

“(C) whose duties include any of the fol-
lowing:

““(i) interviewing insured individuals, individ-
uals who suffered injuries or other damages or
losses arising from or relating to a disaster, wit-
nesses, or physicians;

‘‘(ii) inspecting property damage or reviewing
factual information to prepare damage esti-
mates;

“(iti) evaluating and making recommenda-
tions regarding coverage or compensability of
claims or determining liability or value aspects
of claims;

““(iv) negotiating settlements; or

“(v) making recommendations regarding liti-
gation.

“(2) The exemption in this subsection shall
not affect the exemption provided by section
13(a)(1).

““(3) For purposes of this subsection—

‘““(A) the term ‘major disaster’ means any dis-
aster or catastrophe declared or designated by
any State or Federal agency or department;

‘“‘(B) the term ‘employee employed to adjust or
evaluate claims resulting from or relating to
such major disaster’ means an individual who
timely secured or secures a license required by
applicable law to engage in and perform the ac-
tivities described in clauses (i) through (v) of
paragraph (1)(C) relating to a major disaster,
and is employed by an employer that maintains
worker compensation insurance coverage or pro-
tection for its employees, if required by applica-
ble law, and withholds applicable Federal,
State, and local income and payroll taxes from
the wages, salaries and any benefits of such em-
ployees; and

‘“(C) the term ‘affiliate’ means a company
that, by reason of ownership or control of 25
percent or more of the outstanding shares of
any class of voting securities of one or more
companies, directly or indirectly, controls, is
controlled by, or is under common control with,
another company.’’.

(b) This section shall be effective on the date
of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 109. (a) FLEXIBILITY WITH RESPECT TO
THE CROSSING OF H-2B NONIMMIGRANTS WORK-
ING IN THE SEAFOOD INDUSTRY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), if a
petition for H-2B nonimmigrants filed by an em-
ployer in the seafood industry is granted, the
employer may bring the nonimmigrants de-
scribed in the petition into the United States at
any time during the 120-day period beginning on
the start date for which the employer is seeking
the services of the nonimmigrants without filing
another petition.

(2) REQUIREMENTS FOR CROSSINGS AFTER 90TH
DAY.—An employer in the seafood industry may
not bring H-2B nonimmigrants into the United
States after the date that is 90 days after the
start date for which the employer is seeking the
services of the monimmigrants unless the em-
ployer—
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(4) completes a new assessment of the local
labor market by—

(i) listing job orders in local newspapers on 2
separate Sundays; and

(ii) posting the job opportunity on the appro-
priate Department of Labor Electronic Job Reg-
istry and at the employer’s place of employment;
and

(B) offers the job to an equally or better quali-
fied United States worker who—

(i) applies for the job; and

(ii) will be available at the time and place of
need.

(3) EXEMPTION FROM RULES WITH RESPECT TO
STAGGERING.—The Secretary of Labor shall not
consider an employer in the seafood industry
who brings H-2B nonimmigrants into the United
States during the 120-day period specified in
paragraph (1) to be staggering the date of need
in violation of section 655.20(d) of title 20, Code
of Federal Regulations, or any other applicable
provision of law.

(b) H-2B NONIMMIGRANTS DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘H-2B nonimmigrants’ means
aliens admitted to the United States pursuant to
section 101(a)(15)(H)(ii)(B) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1101(a)(15)(H)(ii)(B)).

SEC. 110. The determination of prevailing
wage for the purposes of the H-2B program
shall be the greater of—(1) the actual wage level
paid by the employer to other employees with
similar experience and qualifications for such
position in the same location; or (2) the pre-
vailing wage level for the occupational classi-
fication of the position in the geographic area in
which the H-2B nonimmigrant will be employed,
based on the best information available at the
time of filing the petition. In the determination
of prevailing wage for the purposes of the H-2B
program, the Secretary shall accept private
wage surveys even in instances where Occupa-
tional Employment Statistics survey data are
available unless the Secretary determines that
the methodology and data in the provided sur-
vey are not statistically supported.

SEC. 111. None of the funds in this Act shall
be used to enforce the definition of cor-
responding employment found in 20 CFR 655.5
or the three-fourths guarantee rule definition
found in 20 CFR 655.20, or any references there-
to. Further, for the purpose of regulating admis-
sion of temporary workers under the H-2B pro-
gram, the definition of temporary need shall be
that provided in 8 CFR 214.2(h)(6)(ii)(B).

SEC. 112. Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, the Secretary may furnish through
grants, cooperative agreements, contracts, and
other arrangements, up to $2,000,000 of excess
personal property, at a value determined by the
Secretary, to apprenticeship programs for the
purpose of training apprentices in those pro-
grams.

SEC. 113. (a) The Act entitled “An Act to cre-
ate a Department of Labor’’, approved March 4,
1913 (37 Stat. 736, chapter 141) shall be applied
as if the following text is part of such Act:

“SEC. 12. SECURITY DETAIL.

““(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Labor is
authorized to employ law enforcement officers
or special agents to—

‘(1) provide protection for the Secretary of
Labor during the workday of the Secretary and
during any activity that is preliminary or
postliminary to the performance of official du-
ties by the Secretary;

““(2) provide protection, incidental to the pro-
tection provided to the Secretary, to a member of
the immediate family of the Secretary who is
participating in an activity or event relating to
the official duties of the Secretary;

“(3) provide continuous protection to the Sec-
retary (including during periods mot described
in paragraph (1)) and to the members of the im-
mediate family of the Secretary if there is a
unique and articulable threat of physical harm,
in accordance with guidelines established by the
Secretary; and

November 14, 2023

‘““(4) provide protection to the Deputy Sec-
retary of Labor or another senior officer rep-
resenting the Secretary of Labor at a public
event if there is a unique and articulable threat
of physical harm, in accordance with guidelines
established by the Secretary.

‘““(b) AUTHORITIES.—The Secretary of Labor
may authorize a law enforcement officer or spe-
cial agent employed under subsection (a), for
the purpose of performing the duties authorized
under subsection (a), to—

‘“(1) carry firearms;

“(2) make arrests without a warrant for any
offense against the United States committed in
the presence of such officer or special agent;

“(3) perform protective intelligence work, in-
cluding identifying and mitigating potential
threats and conducting advance work to review
security matters relating to sites and events;

‘““(4) coordinate with local law enforcement
agencies; and

““(5) initiate criminal and other investigations
into potential threats to the security of the Sec-
retary, in coordination with the Inspector Gen-
eral of the Department of Labor.

“(c) COMPLIANCE WITH GUIDELINES.—A law
enforcement officer or special agent employed
under subsection (a) shall exercise any author-
ity provided wunder this section in accordance
with any—

“(1) guidelines issued by the Attorney Gen-
eral; and

““(2) guidelines prescribed by the Secretary of
Labor.”.

(b) This section shall be effective on the date
of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 114. The Secretary is authorized to dis-
pose of or divest, by any means the Secretary
determines appropriate, including an agreement
or partnership to construct a new Job Corps
center, all or a portion of the real property on
which the Treasure Island Job Corps Center is
situated. Any sale or other disposition, to in-
clude any associated construction project, will
not be subject to any requirement of any Fed-
eral law or regulation relating to the disposition
of Federal real property or relating to Federal
procurement, including but not limited to sub-
chapter III of chapter 5 of title 40 of the United
States Code, subchapter V of chapter 119 of title
42 of the United States Code, and chapter 33 of
division C of subtitle I of title 41 of the United
States Code. The met proceeds of such a sale
shall be transferred to the Secretary, which
shall be available until expended to carry out
the Job Corps Program on Treasure Island.

(RESCISSION)

SEC. 115. Of the unobligated funds available
under section 286(s)(2) of the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1356(s)(2)), $206,000,000
are hereby permanently rescinded not later than
September 30, 2024.

(RESCISSION)

SEC. 116. Of the amounts which are made
available to ‘“‘Employment and Training Admin-
istration—Training and Employment Services’’
on October 1, 2023 by Public Law 117-328,
$712,000,000 are hereby rescinded.

SEC. 117. No Federal funds may be made avail-
able to alter or affect the administration, imple-
mentation, or enforcement of the final rule enti-
tled ‘‘Independent Contractor Status Under the
Fair Labor Standards Act’”’ (86 Fed. Reg. 1168)
and dated January 7, 2021.

SEC. 118. No Federal funds may be made avail-
able to administer, implement, or enforce the
rule entitled ‘‘Prudence and Loyalty in Select-
ing Plan Investments and Exercising Share-
holder Rights’ (87 Fed. Reg. 73822) and dated
December 1, 2022.

SEC. 119. No Federal funds may be made avail-
able to administer, implement, or enforce—

(1) the final rule entitled ‘‘Adverse Effect
Wage Rate Methodology for the Temporary Em-
ployment of H-2A Nonimmigrants in Non-Range
Occupations in the United States’ (88 Fed. Reg.
12760) and dated February 28, 2023; or
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(2) section 655.131(b) of title 20, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (relating to joint employer re-
quirements) as amended by the final regulations
published by the Department of Labor in the
Federal Register on October 12, 2022 (87 Fed.
Reg. 61660).

SEC. 120. None of the funds made available by
this Act may be used to implement, administer,
or promote a program for clean energy appren-
ticeships or the promotion of apprenticeship op-
portunities based on a job applicant or potential
job applicant’s race, color, religion, or sex.

SEC. 121. None of the funds made available by
this Act may be used to implement or enforce the
proposed rule entitled ‘‘Improving Protections
for Workers in Temporary Agricultural Employ-
ment in the United States’ published by the De-
partment of Labor in the Federal Register on
September 15, 2023 (88 Fed. Reg. 63750 et seq.).

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Department of
Labor Appropriations Act, 2024°°.

TITLE 11

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES
HEALTH RESOURCES AND SERVICES
ADMINISTRATION

PRIMARY HEALTH CARE

For carrying out titles II and III of the Public
Health Service Act (referred to in this Act as the
“PHS Act’’) with respect to primary health care
and the Native Hawaiian Health Care Act of
1988, $1,858,772,000: Provided, That mo more
than $1,000,000 shall be available until expended
for carrying out the provisions of section 224(o)
of the PHS Act: Provided further, That no more
than $120,000,000 shall be available until ex-
pended for carrying out subsections (g) through
(m) and (q) of section 224 of the PHS Act, and
for expenses incurred by the Department of
Health and Human Services (referred to in this
Act as “HHS”) pertaining to administrative
claims made under such law: Provided further,
That not less than $150,000,000 shall be obli-
gated in fiscal year 2024 for construction and
capital improvement costs: Provided further,
That the time limitation in section 330(e)(3) of
the PHS Act shall not apply to funds made
available under the preceding proviso.

HEALTH WORKFORCE

For carrying out titles III, VII, and VIII of
the PHS Act with respect to the health work-
force, sections 1128E and 1921 of the Social Secu-
rity Act, and the Health Care Quality Improve-
ment Act of 1986, $1,336,348,000: Provided, That
section 751(5)(2) of the PHS Act and the propor-
tional funding amounts in paragraphs (1)
through (4) of section 756(f) of the PHS Act
shall not apply to funds made available under
this heading: Provided further, That for any
program operating under section 751 of the PHS
Act on or before January 1, 2009, the Secretary
of Health and Human Services (referred to in
this title as the ‘‘Secretary’’) may hereafter
waive any of the requirements contained in sec-
tions 751(d)(2)(4) and 751(d)(2)(B) of such Act
for the full project period of a grant under such
section: Provided further, That section 756(c) of
the PHS Act shall apply to paragraphs (1)
through (4) of section 756(a) of such Act: Pro-
vided further, That no funds shall be available
for section 340G-1 of the PHS Act: Provided fur-
ther, That fees collected for the disclosure of in-
formation under section 427(b) of the Health
Care Quality Improvement Act of 1986 and sec-
tions 1128E(d)(2) and 1921 of the Social Security
Act shall be sufficient to recover the full costs of
operating the programs authoriced by such sec-
tions and shall remain available until expended
for the National Practitioner Data Bank: Pro-
vided further, That funds transferred to this ac-
count to carry out section 846 and subpart 3 of
part D of title I1I of the PHS Act may be used
to make prior year adjustments to awards made
under such section and subpart: Provided fur-
ther, That $126,000,000 shall remain available
until expended for the purposes of providing pri-
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mary health services, assigning National Health
Service Corps (‘“NHSC”’) participants to expand
the delivery of substance use disorder treatment
services, notwithstanding the assignment prior-
ities and limitations under sections 333(a)(1)(D),
333(b), and 333A(a)(1)(B)(ii) of the PHS Act, and
making payments under the NHSC Loan Repay-
ment Program under section 338B of such Act:
Provided further, That, within the amount
made available in the previous proviso,
316,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for the purposes of making payments
under the NHSC Loan Repayment Program
under section 338B of the PHS Act to individ-
uals participating in such program who provide
primary health services in Indian Health Service
facilities, Tribally-Operated 638 Health Pro-
grams, and Urban Indian Health Programs (as
those terms are defined by the Secretary), not-
withstanding the assignment priorities and limi-
tations under section 333(b) of such Act: Pro-
vided further, That for purposes of the previous
two provisos, section 331(a)(3)(D) of the PHS Act
shall be applied as if the term “‘primary health
services’ includes clinical substance use dis-
order treatment services, including those pro-
vided by masters level, licensed substance use
disorder treatment counselors: Provided further,
That of the funds made available under this
heading, 36,000,000 shall be available to make
grants to establish, expand, or maintain op-
tional community-based nurse practitioner fel-
lowship programs that are accredited or in the
accreditation process, with a preference for
those in Federally Qualified Health Centers, for
practicing postgraduate nurse practitioners in
primary care or behavioral health: Provided fur-
ther, That of the funds made available under
this heading, 310,000,000 shall remain available
until expended for activities under section 775 of
the PHS Act: Provided further, That the United
States may recover liquidated damages in an
amount determined by the formula under sec-
tion 338E(c)(1) of the PHS Act if an individual
either fails to begin or complete the service obli-
gated by a contract under section 775(b) of the
PHS Act: Provided further, That for purposes of
section 775(c)(1) of the PHS Act, the Secretary
may include other mental and behavioral health
disciplines as the Secretary deems appropriate:
Provided further, That the Secretary may termi-
nate a contract entered into under section 775 of
the PHS Act in the same manner articulated in
section 206 of this title for fiscal year 2024 con-
tracts entered into under section 338B of the
PHS Act.

Of the funds made available under this head-
ing, $60,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for grants to public institutions of high-
er education to expand or support graduate edu-
cation for physicians provided by such institu-
tions, including funding for infrastructure de-
velopment, maintenance, equipment, and minor
renovations or alterations: Provided, That, in
awarding such grants, the Secretary shall give
priority to public institutions of higher edu-
cation located in States with a projected pri-
mary care provider shortage in 2030, as deter-
mined by the Secretary: Provided further, That
grants so awarded are limited to such public in-
stitutions of higher education in States in the
top quintile of States with a projected primary
care provider shortage in 2030, as determined by
the Secretary: Provided further, That the min-
imum amount of a grant so awarded to such an
institution shall be not less than $1,000,000 per
year: Provided further, That such a grant may
be awarded for a period not to exceed 5 years:
Provided further, That such a grant awarded
with respect to a year to such an institution
shall be subject to a matching requirement of
non-Federal funds in an amount that is not
more than 10 percent of the total amount of
Federal funds provided in the grant to such in-
stitution with respect to such year.

MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH

For carrying out titles 111, XI, XII, and XIX
of the PHS Act with respect to maternal and
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child health and title V of the Social Security
Act, $991,582,000: Provided, That mnotwith-
standing sections 502(a)(1) and 502(b)(1) of the
Social Security Act, not more than $177,268,000
shall be available for carrying out special
projects of regional and national significance
pursuant to section 501(a)(2) of such Act and
$10,276,000 shall be available for projects de-
scribed in subparagraphs (A) through (F) of sec-
tion 501(a)(3) of such Act.

RYAN WHITE HIV/AIDS PROGRAM

For carrying out title XXVI of the PHS Act
with respect to the Ryan White HIV/AIDS pro-
gram, $2,332,535,000, of which $2,045,630,000
shall remain available to the Secretary through
September 30, 2026, for parts A and B of title
XXVI of the PHS Act, and of which not less
than $900,313,000 shall be for State AIDS Drug
Assistance Programs under the authority of sec-
tion 2616 or 311(c) of such Act.

HEALTH SYSTEMS

For carrying out titles I1I and XII of the PHS
Act with respect to health care systems, and the
Stem Cell Therapeutic and Research Act of 2005,
$101,009,000, of which $122,000 shall be available
until expended for facility renovations and
other facilities-related expenses of the National
Hansen’s Disease Program: Provided, That the
second sentence in section 372(a) of the PHS Act
and section 372(b)(1)(A) of the PHS Act shall
not apply to any contracts awarded by the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services for the op-
eration of the Organ Procurement and Trans-
plantation Network.

RURAL HEALTH

For carrying out titles III and IV of the PHS
Act with respect to rural health, section 427(a)
of the Federal Coal Mine Health and Safety Act
of 1969, and sections 711 and 1820 of the Social
Security Act, $402,607,000, of which $74,277,000
from general revenues, notwithstanding section
1820(5) of the Social Security Act, shall be avail-
able for carrying out the Medicare rural hos-
pital flexibility grants program: Provided, That
of the funds made available under this heading
for Medicare rural hospital flexibility grants,
$25,942,000 shall be available for the Small Rural
Hospital Improvement Grant Program for qual-
ity improvement and adoption of health infor-
mation technology, no less than $5,000,000 shall
be available to award grants to public or non-
profit private entities for the Rural Emergency
Hospital Technical Assistance Program, and up
to $1,000,000 shall be to carry out section
1820(g)(6) of the Social Security Act, with funds
provided for grants wunder section 1820(g)(6)
available for the purchase and implementation
of telehealth services and other efforts to im-
prove health care coordination for rural vet-
erans between rural providers and the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs: Provided further,
That notwithstanding section 338J(k) of the
PHS Act, $12,500,000 shall be available for State
Offices of Rural Health: Provided further, That
$12,700,000 shall remain available through Sep-
tember 30, 2026, to support the Rural Residency
Development Program.

HRSA-WIDE ACTIVITIES AND PROGRAM SUPPORT

For carrying out title 111 of the Public Health
Service Act and for cross-cutting activities and
program support for activities funded in other
appropriations included in this Act for the
Health Resources and Services Administration,
$215,088,000, of which $45,050,000 shall be for ex-
penses necessary for the Office for the Advance-
ment of Telehealth, including grants, contracts,
and cooperative agreements for the advance-
ment of telehealth activities: Provided, That
funds made available under this heading may be
used to supplement program support funding
provided under the headings ‘‘Primary Health
Care’’, ‘“‘Health Workforce’”, “Maternal and
Child Health’’, “Ryan White HIV/AIDS Pro-
gram’”, ‘“‘Health Systems”’, and ‘‘Rural Health’’.
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VACCINE INJURY COMPENSATION PROGRAM TRUST
FUND

For payments from the Vaccine Injury Com-
pensation Program Trust Fund (the “‘Trust
Fund”), such sums as may be mnecessary for
claims associated with vaccine-related injury or
death with respect to vaccines administered
after September 30, 1988, pursuant to subtitle 2
of title XXI of the PHS Act, to remain available
until expended: Provided, That for necessary
administrative  expenses, mnot to exceed
$15,200,000 shall be available from the Trust
Fund to the Secretary.

COVERED COUNTERMEASURES PROCESS FUND

For carrying out section 319F—4 of the PHS
Act, 37,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND
PREVENTION

IMMUNIZATION AND RESPIRATORY DISEASES

For carrying out titles II, I11, XVII, and XXI,
and section 2821 of the PHS Act, and titles II
and IV of the Immigration and Nationality Act,
with respect to immunication and respiratory
diseases, $326,075,000.

HIV/AIDS, VIRAL HEPATITIS, SEXUALLY TRANS-
MITTED DISEASES, AND TUBERCULOSIS PREVEN-
TION

For carrying out titles II, III, XVII, and
XXIII of the PHS Act with respect to HIV/AIDS,
viral hepatitis, sexually transmitted diseases,
and tuberculosis prevention, $1,171,056,000.

EMERGING AND ZOONOTIC INFECTIOUS DISEASES

For carrying out titles 11, 111, and XVII, and
section 2821 of the PHS Act, and titles Il and IV
of the Immigration and Nationality Act, with re-
spect to emerging and zoonotic infectious dis-
eases, $708,772,000: Provided, That of the
amounts made available under this heading, up
to $1,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended to pay for the transportation, medical
care, treatment, and other related costs of per-
sons quarantined or isolated under Federal or
State quarantine law.

CHRONIC DISEASE PREVENTION AND HEALTH
PROMOTION

For carrying out titles II, III, XI, XV, XVII,
and XIX of the PHS Act with respect to chronic
disease prevention and health promotion,
$797,569,000: Provided, That funds made avail-
able under this heading may be available for
making grants under section 1509 of the PHS
Act for not less than 21 States, tribes, or tribal
organizations: Provided further, That the pro-
portional funding requirements under section
1503(a) of the PHS Act shall not apply to funds
made available under this heading.

BIRTH DEFECTS, DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES,
DISABILITIES AND HEALTH

For carrying out titles 11, 111, XI, and XVII of
the PHS Act with respect to birth defects, devel-
opmental disabilities, disabilities and health,
3205,560,000.

PUBLIC HEALTH SCIENTIFIC SERVICES

For carrying out titles 11, 111, and XVII of the
PHS Act with respect to health statistics, sur-
veillance, health informatics, and workforce de-
velopment, $654,497,000.

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

For carrying out titles 11, 111, and XVII of the
PHS Act with respect to environmental health,
$130,850,000: Provided, That of the amounts ap-
propriated under this heading up to $2,600,000
may remain available until erpended for car-
rying out the Vessel Sanitation Program, in ad-
dition to user fee collections available for such
purpose.

INJURY PREVENTION AND CONTROL

For carrying out titles 11, 111, and XVII of the
PHS Act with respect to injury prevention and
control, $730,779,000.
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NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY
AND HEALTH

For carrying out titles 11, 111, and XVII of the
PHS Act, sections 101, 102, 103, 201, 202, 203, 301,
and 501 of the Federal Mine Safety and Health
Act, section 13 of the Mine Improvement and
New Emergency Response Act, and sections 20,
21, and 22 of the Occupational Safety and
Health Act, with respect to occupational safety
and health, $247,700,000.

ENERGY EMPLOYEES OCCUPATIONAL ILLNESS
COMPENSATION PROGRAM

For necessary expenses to administer the En-
ergy Employees Occupational Iliness Compensa-
tion Program Act, $55,358,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That this amount
shall be available consistent with the provision
regarding administrative expenses in section
151(b) of division B, title I of Public Law 106—
554.

GLOBAL HEALTH

For carrying out titles 11, 111, and XVII of the
PHS Act with respect to global health,
$370,772,000, of which $100,000,000 shall remain
available through September 30, 2026, for global
public health protection: Provided, That funds
may be used for purchase and insurance of offi-
cial motor vehicles in foreign countries.

PUBLIC HEALTH PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE

For carrying out titles 11, 111, and XVII of the
PHS Act with respect to public health prepared-
ness and response, and for expenses necessary
to support activities related to countering poten-
tial biological, nuclear, radiological, and chem-
ical threats to civilian populations, $735,000,000:
Provided, That the Director of the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (referred to in
this title as ““CDC”’) or the Administrator of the
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Reg-
istry may detail staff without reimbursement to
support an activation of the CDC Emergency
Operations Center, so long as the Director or
Administrator, as applicable, provides a motice
to the Committees on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives and the Senate within
15 days of the use of this authority, a full report
within 30 days after use of this authority which
includes the number of staff and funding level
broken down by the originating center and
number of days detailed, and an update of such
report every 180 days until staff are no longer
on detail without reimbursement to the CDC
Emergency Operations Center.

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For acquisition of real property, equipment,
construction, installation, demolition, and ren-
ovation of facilities, $40,000,000, which shall re-
main available until expended: Provided, That
funds made available to this account in this or
any prior Act that are available for the acquisi-
tion of real property or for construction or im-
provement of facilities shall be available to make
improvements on non-federally owned property,
provided that any improvements that are not
adjacent to federally owned property do not ex-
ceed $2,500,000, and that the primary benefit of
such improvements accrues to CDC: Provided
further, That funds previously set-aside by CDC
for repair and upgrade of the Lake Lynn Exper-
imental Mine and Laboratory shall be used to
acquire a replacement mine safety research fa-
cility: Provided further, That funds made avail-
able to this account in this or any prior Act that
are available for the acquisition of real property
or for construction or improvement of facilities
in conjunction with the new replacement mine
safety research facility shall be available to
make improvements on non-federally owned
property, provided that any improvements that
are not adjacent to federally owned property do
not exceed $5,000,000: Provided further, That in
addition, the prior year unobligated balance of
any amounts assigned to former employees in
accounts of CDC made available for Individual
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Learning Accounts shall be credited to and
merged with the amounts made available under
this heading to support the replacement of the
mine safety research facility.

CDC-WIDE ACTIVITIES AND PROGRAM SUPPORT

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For carrying out titles II, I1I, XVII and XIX,
and section 2821 of the PHS Act and for cross-
cutting activities and program support for ac-
tivities funded in other appropriations included
in this Act for the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, $231,428,000: Provided, That
paragraphs (1) through (3) of subsection (b) of
section 2821 of the PHS Act shall not apply to
funds appropriated under this heading and in
all other accounts of the CDC: Provided further,
That of the amounts made available under this
heading, $35,000,000, to remain available until
expended, shall be available to the Director of
the CDC for deposit in the Infectious Diseases
Rapid Response Reserve Fund established by
section 231 of division B of Public Law 115-245:
Provided further, That funds appropriated
under this heading may be used to support a
contract for the operation and maintenance of
an aircraft in direct support of activities
throughout CDC to ensure the agency is pre-
pared to address public health preparedness
emergencies: Provided further, That employees
of CDC or the Public Health Service, both civil-
ian and commissioned officers, detailed to
States, municipalities, or other organizations
under authority of section 214 of the PHS Act,
or in overseas assignments, shall be treated as
non-Federal employees for reporting purposes
only and shall not be included within any per-
sonnel ceiling applicable to the Agency, Service,
or HHS during the period of detail or assign-
ment: Provided further, That CDC may use up
to $10,000 from amounts appropriated to CDC in
this Act for official reception and representation
exrpenses when specifically approved by the Di-
rector of CDC: Provided further, That in addi-
tion, such sums as may be derived from author-
ized user fees, which shall be credited to the ap-
propriation charged with the cost thereof: Pro-
vided further, That with respect to the previous
proviso, authorized user fees from the Vessel
Sanitation Program and the Respirator Certifi-
cation Program shall be available through Sep-
tember 30, 2025.

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH
NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the PHS Act with vrespect to cancer,
37,104,159,000, of which up to $30,000,000 may be
used for facilities repairs and improvements at
the National Cancer Institute—Frederick Feder-
ally Funded Research and Development Center
in Frederick, Maryland.

NATIONAL HEART, LUNG, AND BLOOD INSTITUTE

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the PHS Act with respect to cardiovascular,
lung, and blood diseases, and blood and blood
products, $3,982,345,000.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF DENTAL AND
CRANIOFACIAL RESEARCH

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the PHS Act with respect to dental and
craniofacial diseases, $520,163,000.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF DIABETES AND DIGESTIVE
AND KIDNEY DISEASES

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the PHS Act with respect to diabetes and diges-
tive and kidney disease, $2,300,721,000.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF NEUROLOGICAL
DISORDERS AND STROKE

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the PHS Act with respect to meurological dis-
orders and stroke, $2,588,925,000.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ALLERGY AND
INFECTIOUS DISEASES

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the PHS Act with respect to allergy and infec-
tious diseases, $5,062,279,000.
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NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF GENERAL MEDICAL

SCIENCES

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of

the PHS Act with respect to general medical

sciences, $3,154,679,000, of which $1,327,482,000

shall be from funds available under section 241

of the PHS Act: Provided, That not less than

$435,956,000 is provided for the Institutional De-
velopment Awards program.

EUNICE KENNEDY SHRIVER NATIONAL INSTITUTE
OF CHILD HEALTH AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
For carrying out section 301 and title IV of

the PHS Act with respect to child health and
human development, $1,749,078,000.
NATIONAL EYE INSTITUTE
For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the PHS Act with respect to eye diseases and
visual disorders, $896,549,000.
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
SCIENCES
For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the PHS Act with respect to environmental
health sciences, $913,979,000.
NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON AGING
For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the PHS Act with respect to aging,
$4,407,623,000.
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ARTHRITIS AND
MUSCULOSKELETAL AND SKIN DISEASES
For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the PHS Act with respect to arthritis and mus-
culoskeletal and skin diseases, $685,465,000.
NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON DEAFNESS AND OTHER
COMMUNICATION DISORDERS

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the PHS Act with respect to deafness and other
communication disorders, $534,333,000.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF NURSING RESEARCH

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the PHS Act with respect to nursing research,
$197,693,000.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON ALCOHOL ABUSE AND

ALCOHOLISM

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the PHS Act with respect to alcohol abuse and
alcoholism, $595,318,000.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON DRUG ABUSE

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the PHS Act with respect to drug abuse,
31,662,695,000.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF MENTAL HEALTH

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the PHS Act with respect to mental health,
$2,112,843,000.

NATIONAL HUMAN GENOME RESEARCH INSTITUTE
For carrying out section 301 and title IV of

the PHS Act with respect to human genome re-
search, $663,200,000.
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF BIOMEDICAL IMAGING
AND BIOENGINEERING
For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the PHS Act with respect to biomedical imaging
and bioengineering research, $440,627,000.
NATIONAL CENTER FOR COMPLEMENTARY AND
INTEGRATIVE HEALTH
For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the PHS Act with respect to complementary and
integrative health, $170,384,000.
NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON MINORITY HEALTH AND
HEALTH DISPARITIES
For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the PHS Act with respect to minority health and
health disparities research, $524,395,000.
JOHN E. FOGARTY INTERNATIONAL CENTER
For carrying out the activities of the John E.
Fogarty International Center (described in sub-
part 2 of part E of title IV of the PHS Act),
395,162,000.
NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE
For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the PHS Act with respect to health information
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communications, $497,548,000: Provided, That of
the amounts available for improvement of infor-
mation systems, 34,000,000 shall be available
until September 30, 2025: Provided further, That
in fiscal year 2024, the National Library of Med-
icine may enter into personal services contracts
for the provision of services in facilities owned,
operated, or constructed under the jurisdiction
of the National Institutes of Health (referred to
in this title as “NIH”’).

NATIONAL CENTER FOR ADVANCING
TRANSLATIONAL SCIENCES

For carrying out section 301 and title IV of
the PHS Act with respect to translational
sciences, $923,323,000: Provided, That not less
than $75,000,000 shall be available to implement
section 480 of the PHS Act, relating to the Cures
Acceleration Network: Provided further, That at
least $629,560,000 is provided to the Clinical and
Translational Sciences Awards program.

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

For carrying out the responsibilities of the Of-
fice of the Director, NIH, $2,069,459,000: Pro-
vided, That funding shall be available for the
purchase of not to exceed 29 passenger motor ve-
hicles for replacement only: Provided further,
That all funds credited to the NIH Management
Fund shall remain available for one fiscal year
after the fiscal year in which they are depos-
ited: Provided further, That $722,401,000 shall be
available for the Common Fund established
under section 402A(c)(1) of the PHS Act: Pro-
vided further, That of the funds provided,
310,000 shall be for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses when specifically approved
by the Director of the NIH: Provided further,
That the Office of AIDS Research within the
Office of the Director of the NIH may spend up
to $8,000,000 to make grants for construction or
renovation of facilities as provided for in section
2354(a)(5)(B) of the PHS Act: Provided further,
That $80,000,000 shall be used to carry out sec-
tion 4041 of the PHS Act (42 U.S.C. 283k), relat-
ing to biomedical and behavioral research facili-
ties: Provided further, That amounts made
available under this heading are also available
to establish, operate, and support the Research
Policy Board authorized by section 2034(f) of the
21st Century Cures Act.

In addition to other funds appropriated for
the Common Fund established under section
402A(c) of the PHS Act, $12,600,000 is appro-
priated to the Common Fund from the 10-year
Pediatric Research Initiative Fund described in
section 9008 of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 (26 U.S.C. 9008), for the purpose of carrying
out section 402(b)(7)(B)(ii) of the PHS Act (relat-
ing to pediatric research), as authorized in the
Gabriella Miller Kids First Research Act.

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES

For the study of, construction of, demolition
of, renovation of, and acquisition of equipment
for, facilities of or used by NIH, including the
acquisition of real property, $350,000,000, to re-
main available until expended.

NIH INNOVATION ACCOUNT, CURES ACT
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses to carry out the pur-
poses described in section 1001(b)(4) of the 21st
Century Cures Act, in addition to amounts
available for such purposes in the appropria-
tions provided to the NIH in this Act,
$407,000,000, to remain available until expended:
Provided, That such amounts are appropriated
pursuant to section 1001(b)(3) of such Act, are to
be derived from amounts transferred under sec-
tion 1001(b)(2)(A) of such Act, and may be
transferred by the Director of the National In-
stitutes of Health to other accounts of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health solely for the pur-
poses provided in such Act: Provided further,
That upon a determination by the Director that
funds transferred pursuant to the previous pro-
viso are not necessary for the purposes provided,
such amounts may be transferred back to the
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Account: Provided further, That the transfer
authority provided under this heading is in ad-
dition to any other transfer authority provided
by law.

ADVANCED RESEARCH PROJECTS AGENCY FOR

HEALTH

For carrying out section 301 and part J of title
IV of the PHS Act with respect to advanced re-
search projects for health, $500,000,000.

SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
MENTAL HEALTH

For carrying out titles I11, V, and XIX of the
PHS Act with respect to mental health, the Pro-
tection and Advocacy for Individuals with Men-
tal Illness Act, and the SUPPORT for Patients
and Communities Act, $2,706,282,000: Provided,
That of the funds made available under this
heading, $93,887,000 shall be for the National
Child Traumatic Stress Initiative: Provided fur-
ther, That notwithstanding section 520A(f)(2) of
the PHS Act, no funds appropriated for car-
rying out section 520A shall be available for car-
rying out section 1971 of the PHS Act: Provided
further, That in addition to amounts provided
herein, 321,039,000 shall be available under sec-
tion 241 of the PHS Act to carry out subpart I
of part B of title XIX of the PHS Act to fund
section 1920(b) technical assistance, national
data, data collection and evaluation activities,
and further that the total available under this
Act for section 1920(b) activities shall not exceed
5 percent of the amounts appropriated for sub-
part I of part B of title XIX: Provided further,
That of the funds made available under this
heading for subpart I of part B of title XIX of
the PHS Act, at least 5 percent shall be avail-
able to support evidence-based crisis systems:
Provided further, That up to 10 percent of the
amounts made available to carry out the Chil-
dren’s Mental Health Services program may be
used to carry out demonstration grants or con-
tracts for early interventions with persons not
more than 25 years of age at clinical high risk
of developing a first episode of psychosis: Pro-
vided further, That section 520E(b)(2) of the
PHS Act shall not apply to funds appropriated
in this Act for fiscal year 2024: Provided further,
That $385,000,000 shall be available for grants to
communities and community organizations who
meet criteria for Certified Community Behav-
ioral Health Clinics pursuant to section 223(a)
of Public Law 113-93: Provided further, That
none of the funds provided for section 1911 of
the PHS Act shall be subject to section 241 of
such Act: Provided further, That of the funds
made available under this heading, $21,420,000
shall be to carry out section 224 of the Pro-
tecting Access to Medicare Act of 2014 (Public
Law 113-93; 42 U.S.C. 290aa 22 note).

SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT

For carrying out titles III and V of the PHS
Act with respect to substance abuse treatment
and title XIX of such Act with respect to sub-
stance abuse treatment and prevention, section
1003 of the 21st Century Cures Act, and the
SUPPORT for Patients and Communities Act,
$3,980,103,000:  Provided, That $1,583,000,000
shall be for carrying out section 1003 of the 21st
Century Cures Act: Provided further, That of
such amount in the preceding proviso not less
than 4 percent shall be made available to Indian
Tribes or tribal organizations: Provided further,
That of the amount reserved by the previous
proviso, the Secretary shall award grants using
data that the Secretary determines to be the
most objective and reliable measure of drug use
and drug-related deaths: Provided further, That
in addition to amounts provided herein, the fol-
lowing amounts shall be available under section
241 of the PHS Act: (1) $79,200,000 to carry out
subpart 11 of part B of title XIX of the PHS Act
to fund section 1935(b) technical assistance, na-
tional data, data collection and evaluation ac-
tivities, and further that the total available
under this Act for section 1935(b) activities shall
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not exceed 5 percent of the amounts appro-
priated for subpart II of part B of title XIX; and
(2) $2,000,000 to evaluate substance abuse treat-
ment programs: Provided further, That none of
the funds provided for section 1921 of the PHS
Act or State Opioid Response Grants shall be
subject to section 241 of such Act.
SUBSTANCE ABUSE PREVENTION

For carrying out titles III and V of the PHS
Act with respect to substance abuse prevention,
3179,602,000.

HEALTH SURVEILLANCE AND PROGRAM SUPPORT

For program support and cross-cutting activi-
ties that supplement activities funded under the
headings ‘“‘Mental Health’’, ‘‘Substance Abuse
Treatment”’, and ‘‘Substance Abuse Prevention’
in carrying out titles 111, V, and XIX of the PHS
Act and the Protection and Advocacy for Indi-
viduals with Mental Iliness Act in the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administra-
tion, $109,895,000: Provided, That in addition to
amounts provided herein, $31,428,000 shall be
available under section 241 of the PHS Act to
supplement funds available to carry out na-
tional surveys on drug abuse and mental health,
to collect and analyze program data, and to
conduct public awareness and technical assist-
ance activities: Provided further, That, in addi-
tion, fees may be collected for the costs of publi-
cations, data, data tabulations, and data anal-
ysis completed under title V of the PHS Act and
provided to a public or private entity upon re-
quest, which shall be credited to this appropria-
tion and shall remain available until expended
for such purposes: Provided further, That
amounts made available in this Act for carrying
out section 501(o) of the PHS Act shall remain
available through September 30, 2025: Provided
further, That funds made available under this
heading (other than amounts specified in the
first proviso under this heading) may be used to
supplement program support funding provided
under the headings ‘“‘Mental Health’, ‘‘Sub-
stance Abuse Treatment’”’, and ‘‘Substance
Abuse Prevention’.

CENTERS FOR MEDICARE & MEDICAID SERVICES
GRANTS TO STATES FOR MEDICAID

For carrying out, except as otherwise pro-
vided, titles XI and XIX of the Social Security
Act, $406,956,850,000, to remain available until
expended.

In addition, for carrying out such titles after
May 31, 2024, for the last quarter of fiscal year
2024 for wunanticipated costs incurred for the
current fiscal year, such sums as may be nec-
essary, to remain available until expended.

In addition, for carrying out such titles for

the first quarter of fiscal year 2025,
$245,580,414,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

Payment under such title XIX may be made
for any quarter with respect to a State plan or
plan amendment in effect during such quarter,
if submitted in or prior to such quarter and ap-
proved in that or any subsequent quarter.

PAYMENTS TO THE HEALTH CARE TRUST FUNDS

For payment to the Federal Hospital Insur-
ance Trust Fund and the Federal Supple-
mentary Medical Insurance Trust Fund, as pro-
vided under sections 217(g), 1844, and 1860D-16
of the Social Security Act, sections 103(c) and
111(d) of the Social Security Amendments of
1965, section 278(d)(3) of Public Law 97-248, and
for administrative exrpenses incurred pursuant
to section 201(g) of the Social Security Act,
$476,725,000,000.

In addition, for making matching payments
under section 1844 and benefit payments under
section 1860D-16 of the Social Security Act that
were not anticipated in budget estimates, such
sums as may be necessary.

PROGRAM MANAGEMENT

For carrying out, except as otherwise pro-
vided, titles XI, XVIII, XIX, and XXI of the So-
cial Security Act, titles XIII and XXVII of the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

PHS Act, the Clinical Laboratory Improvement
Amendments of 1988, and other responsibilities
of the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Serv-
ices, not to exceed $3,326,690,000 to be trans-
ferred from the Federal Hospital Insurance
Trust Fund and the Federal Supplementary
Medical Insurance Trust Fund, as authorized
by section 201(g) of the Social Security Act; to-
gether with all funds collected in accordance
with section 353 of the PHS Act and section
1857(e)(2) of the Social Security Act, funds re-
tained by the Secretary pursuant to section
1893(h) of the Social Security Act, and such
sums as may be collected from authorized user
fees and the sale of data, which shall be cred-
ited to this account and remain available until
expended: Provided, That all funds derived in
accordance with 31 U.S.C. 9701 from organiza-
tions established under title XIII of the PHS Act
shall be credited to and available for carrying
out the purposes of this appropriation: Provided
further, That the Secretary is directed to collect
fees in fiscal year 2024 from Medicare Advan-
tage organizations pursuant to section 1857(e)(2)
of the Social Security Act and from eligible or-
ganizations with risk-sharing contracts under
section 1876 of that Act pursuant to section
1876(k)(4)(D) of that Act: Provided further, That
of the amount made available under this head-
ing, $397,334,000 shall remain available until
September 30, 2025, and shall be available for
the Survey and Certification Program: Provided
further, That amounts available under this
heading to support quality improvement organi-
zations (as defined in section 1152 of the Social
Security Act) shall not exceed the amount spe-
cifically provided for such purpose under this
heading in division H of the Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act, 2018 (Public Law 115-141).

HEALTH CARE FRAUD AND ABUSE CONTROL
ACCOUNT

In addition to amounts otherwise available for
program integrity and program management,
$915,000,000, to remain available through Sep-
tember 30, 2025, to be transferred from the Fed-
eral Hospital Insurance Trust Fund and the
Federal Supplementary Medical Insurance
Trust Fund, as authorized by section 201(g) of
the Social Security Act, of which $675,648,000
shall be for the Centers for Medicare & Med-
icaid Services program integrity activities, of
which $100,145,000 shall be for the Department
of Health and Human Services Office of Inspec-
tor General to carry out fraud and abuse activi-
ties authorized by section 1817(k)(3) of such Act,
and of which $132,207,000 shall be for the De-
partment of Justice to carry out fraud and
abuse activities authorized by section 1817(k)(3)
of such Act: Provided, That the report required
by section 1817(k)(5) of the Social Security Act
for fiscal year 2024 shall include measures of the
operational efficiency and impact on fraud,
waste, and abuse in the Medicare, Medicaid,
and CHIP programs for the funds provided by
this appropriation: Provided further, That of
the amount provided wunder this heading,
$311,000,000 is provided to meet the terms of sec-
tion 251(b)(2)(C)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, as
amended, and $604,000,000 is additional new
budget authority specified for purposes of sec-
tion 251(b)(2)(C)(I)(XI) of such Act for addi-
tional health care fraud and abuse control ac-
tivities: Provided further, That the Secretary
shall provide not less than $35,000,000 from
amounts made available under this heading and
amounts made available for fiscal year 2024
under section 1817(k)(3)(A) of the Social Secu-
rity Act for the Senior Medicare Patrol program
to combat health care fraud and abuse.

ADMINISTRATION FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

PAYMENTS TO STATES FOR CHILD SUPPORT
ENFORCEMENT AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS
For carrying out, except as otherwise pro-
vided, titles I, IV-D, X, XI, XIV, and XVI of the
Social Security Act and the Act of July 5, 1960,
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$3,309,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended; and for such purposes for the first
quarter of fiscal year 2025, $1,400,000,000, to re-
main available until expended.

For carrying out, after May 31 of the current
fiscal year, except as otherwise provided, titles
I, IV-D, X, XI, XIV, and XVI of the Social Se-
curity Act and the Act of July 5, 1960, for the
last 3 months of the current fiscal year for un-
anticipated costs, incurred for the current fiscal
year, such sums as may be necessary.

LOW INCOME HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE

For making payments under subsections (b)
and (d) of section 2602 of the Low-Income Home
Energy Assistance Act of 1981 (42 U.S.C. 8621 et
seq.), $4,011,000,000: Provided, That notwith-
standing section 2609A(a) of such Act, not more
than $9,600,000 may be reserved by the Secretary
for technical assistance, training, and moni-
toring of program activities for compliance with
internal controls, policies and procedures, and
to supplement funding otherwise available for
necessary administrative expenses to carry out
such Act, and the Secretary may, in addition to
the authorities provided in section 2609A(a)(1),
use such funds through contracts with private
entities that do not qualify as nonprofit organi-
zations: Provided further, That all but
$900,000,000 of the amount appropriated under
this heading shall be allocated as though the
total appropriation for such payments for fiscal
year 2024 was less than $1,975,000,000: Provided
further, That, after applying all applicable pro-
visions of section 2604 of such Act and the pre-
vious proviso, each State or territory that would
otherwise receive an allocation that is less than
97 percent of the amount that it received under
this heading for fiscal year 2023 from amounts
appropriated in Public Law 117-328 shall have
its allocation increased to that 97 percent level,
with the portions of other States’ and territories’
allocations that would exceed 100 percent of the
amounts they respectively received in such fash-
ion for fiscal year 2023 being ratably reduced.

REFUGEE AND ENTRANT ASSISTANCE

For mnecessary expenses for refugee and en-
trant assistance activities authoriced by section
414 of the Immigration and Nationality Act and
section 501 of the Refugee Education Assistance
Act of 1980, and for carrying out section 462 of
the Homeland Security Act of 2002, section 235
of the William Wilberforce Trafficking Victims
Protection Reauthorization Act of 2008, the
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000
(“TVPA”), and the Torture Victims Relief Act
of 1998, $2,756,956,000, of which $2,707,201,000
shall remain available through September 30,
2026, for carrying out such sections 414, 501, 462,
and 235: Provided, That amounts available
under this heading to carry out the TVPA shall
also be awvailable for research and evaluation
with respect to activities under such Act: Pro-
vided further, That the contribution of funds re-
quirement under section 235(c)(6)(C)(iii) of the
William Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Protec-
tion Reauthorization Act of 2008 shall not apply
to funds made available under this heading.

PAYMENTS TO STATES FOR THE CHILD CARE AND

DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT

For carrying out the Child Care and Develop-
ment Block Grant Act of 1990 (‘“‘CCDBG Act”),
$8,021,387,000 shall be used to supplement, not
supplant State general revenue funds for child
care assistance for low-income families: Pro-
vided, That technical assistance under section
6581(a)(3) of such Act may be provided directly,
or through the use of contracts, grants, coopera-
tive agreements, or interagency agreements: Pro-
vided further, That all funds made available to
carry out section 418 of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 618), including funds appropriated
for that purpose in such section 418 or any other
provision of law, shall be subject to the reserva-
tion of funds authority in paragraphs (4) and
(5) of section 6580(a) of the CCDBG Act: Pro-
vided further, That notwithstanding section
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6580(a)(2) of such Act, 5 percent of the amount
appropriated under this heading for such Act
shall be reserved under such section for Indian
tribes and tribal organizations with applications
approved under section 6580(c) of such Act:
Provided further, That of the amounts made
available under this heading, the Secretary may
reserve up to 0.5 percent for Federal administra-
tive expenses.
SOCIAL SERVICES BLOCK GRANT

For making grants to States pursuant to sec-
tion 2002 of the Social Security Act,
$1,700,000,000: Provided, That motwithstanding
subparagraph (B) of section 404(d)(2) of such
Act, the applicable percent specified under such
subparagraph for a State to carry out State pro-
grams pursuant to title XX-A of such Act shall
be 10 percent.

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES SERVICES PROGRAMS

For carrying out, except as otherwise pro-
vided, the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act,
the Head Start Act, the Every Student Succeeds
Act, the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment
Act, sections 303 and 313 of the Family Violence
Prevention and Services Act, the Native Amer-
ican Programs Act of 1974, title II of the Child
Abuse Prevention and Treatment and Adoption
Reform Act of 1978 (adoption opportunities),
part B-1 of title IV and sections 429, 473A,
477(i), 1110, 1114A, and 1115 of the Social Secu-
rity Act, and the Community Services Block
Grant Act (‘“CSBG Act”’); and for necessary ad-
ministrative expenses to carry out titles I, IV, V,
X, XI, XIV, XVI, and XX-A of the Social Secu-
rity Act, the Act of July 5, 1960, and the Low-
Income Home Emnergy Assistance Act of 1981,
$13,388,077,000, of which $75,000,000, to remain
available through September 30, 2025, shall be
for grants to States for adoption and legal
guardianship incentive payments, as defined by
section 473A of the Social Security Act and may
be made for adoptions and legal guardianships
completed before September 30, 2024: Provided,
That $11,246,820,000 shall be for making pay-
ments under the Head Start Act, including for
Early Head Start-Child Care Partnerships, and,
of which, notwithstanding section 640 of such
Act:

(1) $25,000,000 shall be available for allocation
by the Secretary to supplement activities de-
scribed in paragraphs (7)(B) and (9) of section
641(c) of the Head Start Act under the Designa-
tion Renewal System, established under the au-
thority of sections 641(c)(7), 645A(b)(12), and
645A(d) of such Act, and such funds shall not be
included in the calculation of ‘‘base grant’ in
subsequent fiscal years, as such term is used in
section 640(a)(7)(A) of such Act;

(2) $8,000,000 shall be available for the Tribal
Colleges and Universities Head Start Partner-
ship Program consistent with section 648(g) of
such Act; and

(3) up to $40,000,000 shall be available to sup-
plement funding otherwise available for re-
search, evaluation, and Federal administrative
costs:

Provided further, That notwithstanding the in-
come eligibility requirements of subsection (a)
and paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection (d) of
section 645 of the Head Start Act, and of the in-
come eligibility criteria and allowances pre-
scribed in regulations under such Act, an In-
dian tribe that operates a Head Start program
may, at its discretion, establish selection cri-
teria, including criteria to prioritice children in
families for which a child, a family member, or
a member of the same household, is a member of
an Indian tribe, to enroll children who would
benefit from the Head Start program: Provided
further, That the Secretary may reduce the res-
ervation of funds under section 640(a)(2)(C) of
such Act in lieu of reducing the reservation of
funds under sections 640(a)(2)(B), 640(a)(2)(D),
and 640(a)(2)(E) of such Act: Provided further,
That $804,383,000 shall be for making payments
under the CSBG Act: Provided further, That
$34,383,000 shall be for section 680 of the CSBG
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Act, of which not less than $22,383,000 shall be
for section 680(a)(2) and not less than
312,000,000 shall be for section 680(a)(3)(B) of
such Act: Provided further, That, notwith-
standing section 675C(a)(3) of the CSBG Act, to
the extent Community Services Block Grant
funds are distributed as grant funds by a State
to an eligible entity as provided under such Act,
and have not been expended by such entity,
they shall remain with such entity for carryover
into the next fiscal year for expenditure by such
entity consistent with program purposes: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary shall establish
procedures regarding the disposition of intan-
gible assets and program income that permit
such assets acquired with, and program income
derived from, grant funds authorized under sec-
tion 680 of the CSBG Act to become the sole
property of such grantees after a period of not
movre than 12 years after the end of the grant
period for any activity consistent with section
680(a)(2)(A) of the CSBG Act: Provided further,
That intangible assets in the form of loans, eq-
uity investments and other debt instruments,
and program income may be used by grantees
for any eligible purpose consistent with section
680(a)(2)(A) of the CSBG Act: Provided further,
That these procedures shall apply to such grant
funds made available after November 29, 1999:
Provided further, That funds appropriated for
section 680(a)(2) of the CSBG Act shall be avail-
able for financing construction and rehabilita-
tion and loans or investments in private busi-
ness enterprises owned by community develop-
ment corporations: Provided further, That
$240,000,000 shall be for carrying out section
303(a) of the Family Violence Prevention and
Services Act, of which 37,000,000 shall be allo-
cated notwithstanding section 303(a)(2) of such
Act for carrying out section 309 of such Act:
Provided further, That the percentages specified
in section 112(a)(2) of the Child Abuse Preven-
tion and Treatment Act shall not apply to funds
appropriated under this heading: Provided fur-
ther, That 31,864,000 shall be for a human serv-
ices case management system for federally de-
clared disasters, to include a comprehensive na-
tional case management contract and Federal
costs of administering the system: Provided fur-
ther, That up to $2,000,000 shall be for improv-
ing the Public Assistance Reporting Information
System, including grants to States to support
data collection for a study of the system’s effec-
tiveness.
PROMOTING SAFE AND STABLE FAMILIES

For carrying out, except as otherwise pro-
vided, section 436 of the Social Security Act,
$345,000,000 and, for carrying out, except as oth-
erwise provided, section 437 of such Act,
386,515,000: Provided, That of the funds avail-
able to carry out section 437, 359,765,000 shall be
allocated consistent with subsections (b)
through (d) of such section: Provided further,
That of the funds available to carry out section
437, to assist in meeting the requirements de-
scribed in section 471(e)(4)(C), $20,000,000 shall
be for grants to each State, territory, and In-
dian tribe operating title IV-E plans for devel-
oping, enhancing, or evaluating kinship navi-
gator programs, as described in section 427(a)(1)
of such Act and $6,750,000, in addition to funds
otherwise appropriated in section 476 for such
purposes, shall be for the Family First Clearing-
house and to support evaluation and technical
assistance relating to the evaluation of child
and family services: Provided further, That sec-
tion 437(b)(1) shall be applied to amounts in the
previous proviso by substituting ‘5 percent’’ for
“3.3 percent”, and notwithstanding section
436(b)(1), such reserved amounts may be used
for identifying, establishing, and disseminating
practices to meet the criteria specified in section
471(e)(4)(C): Provided further, That the reserva-
tion in section 437(b)(2) and the limitations in
section 437(d) shall not apply to funds specified
in the second proviso: Provided further, That
the minimum grant award for kinship navigator
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programs in the case of States and territories
shall be $200,000, and, in the case of tribes, shall
be $25,000.

PAYMENTS FOR FOSTER CARE AND PERMANENCY

For carrying out, except as otherwise pro-
vided, title IV-E of the Social Security Act,
38,594,000,000.

For carrying out, except as otherwise pro-
vided, title IV-E of the Social Security Act, for
the first quarter of fiscal year 2025,
33,400,000,000.

For carrying out, after May 31 of the current
fiscal year, except as otherwise provided, section
474 of title IV-E of the Social Security Act, for
the last 3 months of the current fiscal year for
unanticipated costs, incurred for the current fis-
cal year, such sums as may be necessary.

ADMINISTRATION FOR COMMUNITY LIVING
AGING AND DISABILITY SERVICES PROGRAMS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For carrying out, to the extent not otherwise
provided, the Older Americans Act of 1965
(““OAA”), the RAISE Family Caregivers Act, the
Supporting  Grandparents Raising Grand-
children Act, titles III and XXIX of the PHS
Act, sections 1252 and 1253 of the PHS Act, sec-
tion 119 of the Medicare Improvements for Pa-
tients and Providers Act of 2008, title XX-B of
the Social Security Act, the Developmental Dis-
abilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of
2000, parts 2 and 5 of subtitle D of title II of the
Help America Vote Act of 2002, the Assistive
Technology Act of 1998, titles II and VII (and
section 14 with respect to such titles) of the Re-
habilitation Act of 1973, and for Department-
wide coordination of policy and program activi-
ties that assist individuals with disabilities,
$2,418,901,000, together with $55,242,000 to be
transferred from the Federal Hospital Insurance
Trust Fund and the Federal Supplementary
Medical Insurance Trust Fund to carry out sec-
tion 4360 of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation
Act of 1990: Provided, That of amounts made
available under this heading to carry out sec-
tions 311, 331, and 336 of the OAA, up to one
percent of such amounts shall be available for
developing and implementing evidence-based
practices for enhancing senior nutrition, includ-
ing medically-tailored meals: Provided further,
That notwithstanding any other provision of
this Act, funds made available under this head-
ing to carry out section 311 of the OAA may be
transferred to the Secretary of Agriculture in
accordance with such section: Provided further,
That up to 5 percent of the funds provided for
adult protective services grants under Section
2042 of title XX of the Social Security Act may
be used to make grants to Tribes and tribal or-
ganizations: Provided further, That $2,000,000
shall be for competitive grants to support alter-
native financing programs that provide for the
purchase of assistive technology devices, such as
a low-interest loan fund; an interest buy-down
program; a revolving loan fund; a loan guar-
antee; or an insurance program: Provided fur-
ther, That applicants shall provide an assur-
ance that, and information describing the man-
ner in which, the alternative financing program
will expand and emphasize consumer choice and
control: Provided further, That State agencies
and community-based disability organizations
that are directed by and operated for individ-
uals with disabilities shall be eligible to compete:
Provided further, That none of the funds made
available under this heading may be used by an
eligible system (as defined in section 102 of the
Protection and Advocacy for Individuals with
Mental Illness Act (42 U.S.C. 10802)) to continue
to pursue any legal action in a Federal or State
court on behalf of an individual or group of in-
dividuals with a developmental disability (as de-
fined in section 102(8)(A) of the Developmental
Disabilities and Assistance and Bill of Rights
Act of 2000 (20 U.S.C. 15002(8)(A)) that is attrib-
utable to a mental impairment (or a combination
of mental and physical impairments), that has
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as the requested remedy the closure of State op-
erated intermediate care facilities for people
with intellectual or developmental disabilities,
unless reasonable public notice of the action has
been provided to such individuals (or, in the
case of mental incapacitation, the legal guard-
ians who have been specifically awarded au-
thority by the courts to make healthcare and
residential decisions on behalf of such individ-
uals) who are affected by such action, within 90
days of instituting such legal action, which in-
forms such individuals (or such legal guardians)
of their legal rights and how to exercise such
rights consistent with current Federal Rules of
Civil Procedure: Provided further, That the limi-
tations in the immediately preceding proviso
shall not apply in the case of an individual who
is neither competent to consent nor has a legal
guardian, nor shall the proviso apply in the
case of individuals who are a ward of the State
or subject to public guardianship.

ADMINISTRATION FOR STRATEGIC PREPAREDNESS

AND RESPONSE

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, AND PROCUREMENT

For carrying out title I1I and subtitles A and
B of title XXVIII of the PHS Act, with respect
to the research, development, storage, produc-
tion, and procurement of medical counter-
measures to counter potential chemical, biologi-
cal, radiological, and nuclear threats to civilian
populations, $3,277,991,000. Of such amount:

(1) $1,100,000,000 shall be for expenses nec-
essary to support advanced research and devel-
opment pursuant to section 319L of the PHS Act
and other administrative expenses of the Bio-
medical Advanced Research and Development
Authority, to remain available through Sep-
tember 30, 2025: Provided, That funds provided
under this heading for purposes of acquisition
of security countermeasures shall be in addition
to any other funds made available for such pur-
poses: Provided further, That products pur-
chased with funds made available under this
paragraph may, at the discretion of the Sec-
retary, be deposited in the Strategic National
Stockpile pursuant to section 319F-2 of the PHS
Act;

(2) $850,000,000 shall be for expenses necessary
for procuring security countermeasures (as de-
fined in section 319F-2(c)(1)(B) of the PHS Act),
to remain available until expended;

(3) $1,000,000,000 shall be for expenses mec-
essary to carry out section 319F-2(a) of the PHS
Act, to remain available until expended; and

(4) $327,991,000 shall be for expenses necessary
to prepare for or respond to an influenza pan-
demic, of which $300,000,000 shall remain avail-
able until expended for activities including the
development and purchase of vaccines,
antivirals, necessary medical supplies,
diagnostics, and surveillance tools: Provided,
That notwithstanding section 496(b) of the PHS
Act, funds allocated under this paragraph may
be used for the construction or renovation of
privately owned facilities for the production of
pandemic influenza vaccines and other bio-
logics, if the Secretary finds such construction
or renovation necessary to secure sufficient sup-
plies of such vaccines or biologics.

OPERATIONS AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE

For carrying out titles 111, XII, and subtitles
A and B of title XXVIII of the PHS Act, oper-
ations and emergency response activities related
to countering potential chemical biological, ra-
diological, and nuclear threats and other public
health emergencies, $342,606,000.

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
GENERAL DEPARTMENTAL MANAGEMENT

For mnecessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided, for general departmental management,
for carrying out titles 111, XVII, XXI, and sec-
tion 229 of the PHS Act, the United States-Mex-
ico Border Health Commission Act, and research
studies under section 1110 of the Social Security
Act, $402,341,000, together with $58,028,000 from
the amounts available under section 241 of the
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PHS Act to carry out national health or human
services research and evaluation activities: Pro-
vided, That of this amount, $28,000,000 shall be
for minority AIDS prevention and treatment ac-
tivities: Provided further, That of the funds
made available under this heading, $40,000,000
shall be for making competitive grants which ex-
clusively implement education in sexual risk
avoidance (defined as voluntarily refraining
from non-marital sexual activity): Provided fur-
ther, That funding for such competitive grants
for sexual risk avoidance shall use medically ac-
curate information referenced to peer-reviewed
publications by educational, scientific, govern-
mental, or health organizations; implement an
evidence-based approach integrating research
findings with practical implementation that
aligns with the needs and desired outcomes for
the intended audience; and teach the benefits
associated with self-regulation, success sequenc-
ing for poverty prevention, healthy relation-
ships, goal setting, and resisting sexual coer-
cion, dating violence, and other youth risk be-
haviors such as underage drinking or illicit drug
use without normalizing teen sexual activity:
Provided further, That no more than 10 percent
of the funding for such competitive grants for
sexual risk avoidance shall be available for
technical assistance and administrative costs of
such programs: Provided further, That funds
provided in this Act for embryo adoption activi-
ties may be used to provide to individuals adopt-
ing embryos, through grants and other mecha-
nisms, medical and administrative services
deemed mecessary for such adoptions: Provided
further, That such services shall be provided
consistent with 42 CFR 59.5(a)(4): Provided fur-
ther, That of the funds made available under
this heading, $5,000,000 shall be for carrying out
prize competitions sponsored by the Office of the
Secretary to accelerate innovation in the pre-
vention, diagnosis, and treatment of kidney dis-
eases (as authorized by section 24 of the Steven-
son-Wydler Technology Innovation Act of 1980
(15 U.S.C. 3719)).
MEDICARE HEARINGS AND APPEALS

For expenses necessary for Medicare hearings
and appeals in the Office of the Secretary,
$196,000,000, of which $40,000,000 shall remain
available until September 30, 2025, to be trans-
ferred in appropriate part from the Federal Hos-
pital Insurance Trust Fund and the Federal
Supplementary Medical Insurance Trust Fund.

OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL COORDINATOR FOR

HEALTH INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

For expenses necessary for the Office of the
National Coordinator for Health Information
Technology, including grants, contracts, and
cooperative agreements for the development and
advancement of interoperable health informa-
tion technology, 3$56,238,000 shall be from
amounts made available under section 241 of the
PHS Act.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For expenses nmecessary for the Office of In-
spector General, including the hire of passenger
motor vehicles for investigations, in carrying out
the provisions of the Inspector General Act of
1978, $80,000,000: Provided, That of such
amount, necessary sums shall be available for
providing protective services to the Secretary
and investigating non-payment of child support
cases for which non-payment is a Federal of-
fense under 18 U.S.C. 228: Provided further,
That of the amount appropriated under this
heading, necessary sums shall be available for
carrying out activities authorized under section
3022 of the PHS Act (42 U.S.C. 300jj-52).

OFFICE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS

For expenses necessary for the Office for Civil
Rights, $32,000,000.
RETIREMENT PAY AND MEDICAL BENEFITS FOR
COMMISSIONED OFFICERS
For retirement pay and medical benefits of
Public Health Service Commissioned Officers as
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authorized by law, for payments under the Re-

tired Serviceman’s Family Protection Plan and

Survivor Benefit Plan, and for medical care of

dependents and retired personnel under the De-

pendents’ Medical Care Act, such amounts as

may be required during the current fiscal year.
GENERAL PROVISIONS

SEC. 201. Funds appropriated in this title shall
be available for not to exceed $50,000 for official
reception and representation exrpenses when
specifically approved by the Secretary.

SEC. 202. None of the funds appropriated in
this title shall be used to pay the salary of an
individual, through a grant or other extramural
mechanism, at a rate in excess of Erecutive
Level II: Provided, That none of the funds ap-
propriated in this title shall be used to prevent
the NIH from paying up to 100 percent of the
salary of an individual at this rate.

SEC. 203. None of the funds appropriated in
this Act may be expended pursuant to section
241 of the PHS Act, except for funds specifically
provided for in this Act, or for other taps and
assessments made by any office located in HHS,
prior to the preparation and submission of a re-
port by the Secretary to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives
and the Senate detailing the planned uses of
such funds.

SEC. 204. Notwithstanding section 241(a) of
the PHS Act, such portion as the Secretary shall
determine, but not more than 2.5 percent, of any
amounts appropriated for programs authorized
under such Act shall be made available for the
evaluation (directly, or by grants or contracts)
of the implementation and effectiveness of such
programs.

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 205. Not to exceed 1 percent of any discre-
tionary funds (pursuant to the Balanced Budget
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985)
which are appropriated for the current fiscal
year for HHS in this Act may be transferred be-
tween appropriations, but no such appropria-
tion shall be increased by more than 3 percent
by any such transfer: Provided, That the trans-
fer authority granted by this section shall not be
used to create any new program or to fund any
project or activity for which no funds are pro-
vided in this Act: Provided further, That the
Committees on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives and the Senate are notified at
least 15 days in advance of any transfer.

SEC. 206. In lieu of the timeframe specified in
section 338E(c)(2) of the PHS Act, terminations
described in such section may occur up to 60
days after the effective date of a contract
awarded in fiscal year 2024 under section 338B
of such Act, or at any time if the individual who
has been awarded such contract has not re-
ceived funds due under the contract.

SEC. 207. None of the funds appropriated in
this Act may be made available to any entity
under title X of the PHS Act unless the appli-
cant for the award certifies to the Secretary that
it encourages family participation in the deci-
sion of minors to seek family planning services
and that it provides counseling to minors on
how to resist attempts to coerce minors into en-
gaging in sexual activities.

SEC. 208. Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, mo provider of services under title X of
the PHS Act shall be exempt from any State law
requiring notification or the reporting of child
abuse, child molestation, sexual abuse, rape, or
incest.

SEC. 209. None of the funds appropriated by
this Act (including funds appropriated to any
trust fund) may be used to carry out the Medi-
care Advantage program if the Secretary denies
participation in such program to an otherwise
eligible entity (including a Provider Sponsored
Organization) because the entity informs the
Secretary that it will not provide, pay for, pro-
vide coverage of, or provide referrals for abor-
tions: Provided, That the Secretary shall make
appropriate prospective adjustments to the capi-
tation payment to such an entity (based on an
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actuarially sound estimate of the expected costs
of providing the service to such entity’s enroll-
ees): Provided further, That nothing in this sec-
tion shall be construed to change the Medicare
program’s coverage for such services and a
Medicare Advantage organization described in
this section shall be responsible for informing
enrollees where to obtain information about all
Medicare covered services.

SEC. 210. None of the funds made available in
this title may be used, in whole or in part, to ad-
vocate or promote gun control.

SEC. 211. The Secretary shall make available
through assignment not more than 60 employees
of the Public Health Service to assist in child
survival activities and to work in AIDS pro-
grams through and with funds provided by the
Agency for International Development, the
United Nations International Children’s Emer-
gency Fund or the World Health Organization.

SEC. 212. In order for HHS to carry out inter-
national health activities, including HIV/AIDS
and other infectious disease, chronic and envi-
ronmental disease, and other health activities
abroad during fiscal year 2024:

(1) The Secretary may ezxercise authority
equivalent to that available to the Secretary of
State in section 2(c) of the State Department
Basic Authorities Act of 1956. The Secretary
shall consult with the Secretary of State and
relevant Chief of Mission to ensure that the au-
thority provided in this section is exercised in a
manner consistent with section 207 of the For-
eign Service Act of 1980 and other applicable
statutes administered by the Department of
State.

(2) The Secretary is authorized to provide
such funds by advance or reimbursement to the
Secretary of State as may be mecessary to pay
the costs of acquisition, lease, alteration, ren-
ovation, and management of facilities outside of
the United States for the use of HHS. The De-
partment of State shall cooperate fully with the
Secretary to ensure that HHS has secure, safe,
functional facilities that comply with applicable
regulation governing location, setback, and
other facilities requirements and serve the pur-
poses established by this Act. The Secretary is
authoriced, in consultation with the Secretary
of State, through grant or cooperative agree-
ment, to make available to public or nonprofit
private institutions or agencies in participating
foreign countries, funds to acquire, lease, alter,
or renovate facilities in those countries as nec-
essary to conduct programs of assistance for
international health activities, including activi-
ties relating to HIV/AIDS and other infectious
diseases, chronic and environmental diseases,
and other health activities abroad.

(3) The Secretary is authorized to provide to
personnel appointed or assigned by the Sec-
retary to serve abroad, allowances and benefits
similar to those provided under chapter 9 of title
I of the Foreign Service Act of 1980, and 22
U.S.C. 4081 through 4086 and subject to such
regulations prescribed by the Secretary. The
Secretary is further authorized to provide local-
ity-based comparability payments (stated as a
percentage) up to the amount of the locality-
based comparability payment (stated as a per-
centage) that would be payable to such per-
sonnel under section 5304 of title 5, United
States Code if such personnel’s official duty sta-
tion were in the District of Columbia. Leaves of
absence for personnel under this subsection
shall be on the same basis as that provided
under subchapter I of chapter 63 of title 5,
United States Code, or section 903 of the Foreign
Service Act of 1980, to individuals serving in the
Foreign Service.

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 213. The Director of the NIH, jointly with
the Director of the Office of AIDS Research,
may transfer up to 3 percent among institutes
and centers from the total amounts identified by
these two Directors as funding for research per-
taining to the human immunodeficiency virus:
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Provided, That the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives and the
Senate are notified at least 15 days in advance
of any transfer.

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 214. Of the amounts made available in
this Act for NIH, the amount for research re-
lated to the human immunodeficiency virus, as
jointly determined by the Director of NIH and
the Director of the Office of AIDS Research,
shall be made available to the ‘‘Office of AIDS
Research’ account. The Director of the Office
of AIDS Research shall transfer from such ac-
count amounts necessary to carry out section
2353(d)(3) of the PHS Act.

SEC. 215. (a) AUTHORITY.—Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, the Director of NIH
(““Director’) may wuse funds authorized under
section 402(b)(12) of the PHS Act to enter into
transactions (other than contracts, cooperative
agreements, or grants) to carry out research
identified pursuant to or research and activities
described in such section 402(b)(12).

(b) PEER REVIEW.—In entering into trans-
actions under subsection (a), the Director may
utilice such peer review procedures (including
consultation with appropriate scientific experts)
as the Director determines to be appropriate to
obtain assessments of scientific and technical
merit. Such procedures shall apply to such
transactions in lieu of the peer review and advi-
sory council review procedures that would oth-
erwise be required wunder sections 301(a)(3),
405(D)(1)(B), 405(D)(2), 406(a)(3)(A), 492, and 494
of the PHS Act.

SEC. 216. Not to exceed $100,000,000 of funds
appropriated by this Act to the institutes and
centers of the National Institutes of Health may
be used for alteration, repair, or improvement of
facilities, as mecessary for the proper and effi-
cient conduct of the activities authorized herein,
at not to exceed $5,000,000 per project.

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 217. Of the amounts made available for
NIH, 1 percent of the amount made available for
National Research Service Awards (‘‘NRSA’)
shall be made available to the Administrator of
the Health Resources and Services Administra-
tion to make NRSA awards for research in pri-
mary medical care to individuals affiliated with
entities who have received grants or contracts
under sections 736, 739, or 747 of the PHS Act,
and 1 percent of the amount made available for
NRSA shall be made available to the Director of
the Agency for Healthcare Research and Qual-
ity to make NRSA awards for health service re-
search.

SEC. 218. (a) The Biomedical Advanced Re-
search and Development Authority (‘““BARDA’’)
may enter into a contract, for more than one but
no more than 10 program years, for purchase of
research services or of security countermeasures,
as that term is defined in section 319F-2(c)(1)(B)
of the PHS Act (42 U.S.C. 247d-6b(c)(1)(B)), if—

(1) funds are available and obligated—

(A) for the full period of the contract or for
the first fiscal year in which the contract is in
effect; and

(B) for the estimated costs associated with a
necessary termination of the contract; and

(2) the Secretary determines that a multi-year
contract will serve the best interests of the Fed-
eral Government by encouraging full and open
competition or promoting economy in adminis-
tration, performance, and operation of
BARDA’s programs.

(b) A contract entered into under this sec-
tion—

(1) shall include a termination clause as de-
scribed by subsection (c) of section 3903 of title
41, United States Code; and

(2) shall be subject to the congressional notice
requirement stated in subsection (d) of such sec-
tion.

SEC. 219. (a) The Secretary shall publish in
the fiscal year 2025 budget justification and on
Departmental Web sites information concerning
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the employment of full-time equivalent Federal
employees or contractors for the purposes of im-
plementing, administering, enforcing, or other-
wise carrying out the provisions of the ACA,
and the amendments made by that Act, in the
proposed fiscal year and each fiscal year since
the enactment of the ACA.

(b) With respect to employees or contractors
supported by all funds appropriated for pur-
poses of carrying out the ACA (and the amend-
ments made by that Act), the Secretary shall in-
clude, at a minimum, the following information:

(1) For each such fiscal year, the section of
such Act under which such funds were appro-
priated, a statement indicating the program,
project, or activity receiving such funds, the
Federal operating division or office that admin-
isters such program, and the amount of funding
received in discretionary or mandatory appro-
priations.

(2) For each such fiscal year, the number of
full-time equivalent employees or contracted em-
ployees assigned to each authorized and funded
provision detailed in accordance with para-
graph (1).

(c) In carrying out this section, the Secretary
may exclude from the report employees or con-
tractors who—

(1) are supported through appropriations en-
acted in laws other than the ACA and work on
programs that existed prior to the passage of the
ACA;

(2) spend less than 50 percent of their time on
activities funded by or newly authorized in the
ACA; or

(3) work on contracts for which FTE reporting
is not a requirement of their contract, such as
fixed-price contracts.

SEC. 220. The Secretary shall publish, as part
of the fiscal year 2025 budget of the President
submitted wunder section 1105(a) of title 31,
United States Code, information that details the
uses of all funds used by the Centers for Medi-
care & Medicaid Services specifically for Health
Insurance Exchanges for each fiscal year since
the enactment of the ACA and the proposed uses
for such funds for fiscal year 2025. Such infor-
mation shall include, for each such fiscal year,
the amount of funds used for each activity spec-
ified under the heading ‘‘Health Insurance Ex-
change Transparency’ in the Explanatory Ma-
terials published at hittps://appropria-
tions.house.gov/sites/repub-
licans.appropriations.house.gov/files/FY24-
LHHS-Explanatory-Materials.pdf  (hereinafter
“Explanatory Materials’’).

SEC. 221. None of the funds made available by
this Act from the Federal Hospital Insurance
Trust Fund or the Federal Supplemental Med-
ical Insurance Trust Fund, or transferred from
other accounts funded by this Act to the ‘‘Cen-
ters for Medicare & Medicaid Services—Program
Management’ account, may be used for pay-
ments under Ssection 1342(b)(1) of Public Law
111-148 (relating to risk corridors).

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 222. (a) Within 45 days of enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall transfer funds ap-
propriated under section 4002 of the ACA to the
accounts specified, in the amounts specified,
and for the activities specified under the head-
ing ‘‘Prevention and Public Health Fund’ in
the Explanatory Materials.

(b) Notwithstanding section 4002(c) of the
ACA, the Secretary may not further transfer
these amounts.

(c¢) Funds transferred for activities authorized
under section 2821 of the PHS Act shall be made
available without reference to section 2821(b) of
such Act.

SEC. 223. Effective during the period begin-
ning on November 1, 2015 and ending January 1,
2026, any provision of law that refers (including
through cross-reference to another provision of
law) to the current recommendations of the
United States Preventive Services Task Force
with respect to breast cancer screening, mam-
mography, and prevention shall be administered
by the Secretary involved as if—



H5758

(1) such reference to such current rec-
ommendations were a reference to the rec-
ommendations of such Task Force with respect
to breast cancer screening, mammography, and
prevention last issued before 2009; and

(2) such recommendations last issued before
2009 applied to any screening mammography
modality under section 1861(j7) of the Social Se-
curity Act (42 U.S.C. 1395x(757)).

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 224. The NIH Director may transfer funds
for opioid addiction, opioid alternatives, stimu-
lant misuse and addiction, pain management,
and addiction treatment to other Institutes and
Centers of the NIH to be used for the same pur-
pose 15 days after notifying the Committees on
Appropriations of the House of Representatives
and the Senate: Provided, That the transfer au-
thority provided in the previous proviso is in ad-
dition to any other transfer authority provided
by law.

SEC. 225. (a) The Secretary shall provide to
the Committees on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and the Senate:

(1) Detailed monthly enrollment figures from
the Exchanges established under the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010 per-
taining to enrollments during the open enroll-
ment period; and

(2) Notification of any mnew or competitive
grant awards, including supplements, author-
ized under section 330 of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act.

(b) The Committees on Appropriations of the
House and Senate must be notified at least 2
business days in advance of any public release
of enrollment information or the award of such
grants.

SEC. 226. The Department of Health and
Human Services shall provide the Committees on
Appropriations of the House of Representatives
and Senate a biannual report 30 days after en-
actment of this Act on staffing described in the
Explanatory Materials.

SEC. 227. Funds appropriated in this Act that
are available for salaries and expenses of em-
ployees of the Department of Health and
Human Services shall also be available to pay
travel and related expenses of such an employee
or of a member of his or her family, when such
employee is assigned to duty, in the United
States or in a U.S. territory, during a period
and in a location that are the subject of a deter-
mination of a public health emergency under
section 319 of the Public Health Service Act and
such travel is necessary to obtain medical care
for an illness, injury, or medical condition that
cannot be adequately addressed in that location
at that time. For purposes of this section, the
term “‘U.S. territory’ means Guam, the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, the Northern Mar-
iana Islands, the Virgin Islands, American
Samoa, or the Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands.

SEC. 228. The Department of Health and
Human Services may accept donations from the
private sector, nongovernmental organications,
and other groups independent of the Federal
Government for the care of unaccompanied
alien children (as defined in section 462(g)(2) of
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C.
279(9)(2))) in the care of the Office of Refugee
Resettlement of the Administration for Children
and Families, including medical goods and serv-
ices, which may include early childhood devel-
opmental screenings, school supplies, toys,
clothing, and any other items intended to pro-
mote the wellbeing of such children.

SEC. 229. In addition to the existing Congres-
sional notification for formal site assessments of
potential influxr facilities, the Secretary shall
notify the Committees on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives and the Senate at
least 15 days before operationalizing an unli-
censed facility, and shall (1) specify whether the
facility is hard-sided or soft-sided, and (2) pro-
vide analysis that indicates that, in the absence
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of the influx facility, the likely outcome is that
unaccompanied alien children will remain in the
custody of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity for longer than 72 hours or that unaccom-
panied alien children will be otherwise placed in
danger. Within 60 days of bringing such a facil-
ity online, and monthly thereafter, the Sec-
retary shall provide to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives
and the Senate a report detailing the total num-
ber of children in care at the facility, the aver-
age length of stay and average length of care of
children at the facility, and, for any child that
has been at the facility for more than 60 days,
their length of stay and reason for delay in re-
lease.

SEC. 230. None of the funds made available in
this Act may be used to prevent a United States
Senator or Member of the House of Representa-
tives from entering, for the purpose of con-
ducting oversight, any facility in the United
States used for the purpose of maintaining cus-
tody of, or otherwise housing, unaccompanied
alien children (as defined in section 462(g)(2) of
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C.
279(9)(2))), provided that such Senator or Mem-
ber has coordinated the oversight visit with the
Office of Refugee Resettlement not less than two
business days in advance to ensure that such
visit would not interfere with the operations (in-
cluding child welfare and child safety oper-
ations) of such facility.

SEC. 231. Not later than 14 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, and monthly there-
after, the Secretary shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate, and make publicly
available online, a report with respect to chil-
dren who were separated from their parents or
legal guardians by the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) (regardless of whether or mnot
such separation was pursuant to an option se-
lected by the children, parents, or guardians),
subsequently classified as unaccompanied alien
children, and transferred to the care and cus-
tody of ORR during the previous month. Each
report shall contain the following information:

(1) the number and ages of children so sepa-
rated subsequent to apprehension at or between
ports of entry, to be reported by sector where
separation occurred; and

(2) the documented cause of separation, as re-
ported by DHS when each child was referred.

SEC. 232. Funds appropriated in this Act that
are available for salaries and expenses of em-
ployees of the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention shall also be available for the pri-
mary and secondary schooling of eligible de-
pendents of personnel stationed in a U.S. terri-
tory as defined in section 227 of this Act at costs
not in excess of those paid for or reimbursed by
the Department of Defense.

SEC. 233. Section 231 of division B of the De-
partment of Defense and Labor, Health and
Human Services, and Education Appropriations
Act, 2019 and Continuing Appropriations Act,
2019 (42 U.S.C. 247d—4a) is amended by striking
“Provided further, That the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives’
and all that follows through “and all the actual
obligations incurred to date:”” and inserting the
following: “‘Provided further, That the Director
shall provide to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives and the
Senate, at least 15 days in advance of any
transfer or obligation of funds made under the
authority provided in this section, (1) a notifica-
tion on the anticipated uses of funds by pro-
gram, project, or activity;, and (2) a detailed
spend plan of anticipated uses of funds, includ-
ing estimated personnel and administrative
costs, disaggregated by program, project, or ac-
tivity: Provided further, That such spend plans
shall be updated to include all applicable obli-
gations to date and unobligated amounts and
submitted quarterly to such Committees on Ap-
propriations until such funds are fully ex-
pended: Provided further, That the Director
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shall brief such Committees on Appropriations
not later than 15 days after providing such a
notification: Provided further, That the Director
shall provide to such Committees on a monthly
basis a report on all amounts available in the
Reserve Fund for the current fiscal year and the
preceding two fiscal years, including (1) each
individual obligation above $5,000,000; (2) with
respect to each such obligation, the notification
to which it relates; and (3) the total amount un-
obligated in the Reserve Fund:”.

SEC. 234. Title VIII of division B of the
CARES Act (Public Law 116-136) is amended,
under the heading ‘‘Department of Health and
Human Services—Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention-CDC-Wide Activities and Pro-
gram Support’, by striking ‘‘Provided further,
That the Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices, in consultation with the Director of the
CDC, shall provide a report to the Committees
on Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate every 14 days, for one year
from the date from any such declaration or de-
termination described in the third proviso of sec-
tion 231 of division B of Public Law 115-245,
that details commitment and obligation informa-
tion for the Reserve Fund during the prior two
weeks, as long as such report would detail obli-
gations in excess of $5,000,000, and upon the re-
quest by such Committees:”’.

(RESCISSION)

SEC. 235. Of the unobligated balances in the
“Nonrecurring Expenses Fund’’ established in
section 223 of division G of Public Law 110-161,
$1,000,000,000 are hereby rescinded not later
than September 30, 2024: Provided, That from
any remaining unobligated balances in such
Fund, the Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices may transfer up to 385,000,000 to ‘‘Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services—Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention—Buildings
and Facilities” to be merged with and to be
available for the same time period as the appro-
priations to which transferred: Provided fur-
ther, That, except as otherwise provided in this
Act, none of the funds provided by this Act may
be obligated for a mew program, project, or ac-
tivity using such Fund for which a notification
was not submitted to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives and
the Senate prior to the date of enactment of this
Act: Provided further, That the Secretary may
obligate funds from such Fund for any program,
project, or activity for which a notification was
submitted before the date of enactment of this
Act: Provided further, That the Secretary may
transfer amounts into such Fund: Provided fur-
ther, That any amounts transferred into such
Fund are available for the purposes provided by
this section or for which a notification was sub-
mitted to such Committees on Appropriations be-
fore the date of enactment of this Act: Provided
further, That the authority to transfer amounts
under this section is in addition to any other
transfer authority in law.

SEC. 236. (a) Not later than March 16, 2023,
and every 30 days thereafter, the Secretary of
Health and Human Services shall submit to the
Committee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the Senate a report with respect to
Federal expenditures made pursuant to a cov-
ered law. Such report shall include the fol-
lowing (if applicable for the period covered by
the report):

(1) The total amount of funding made avail-
able by covered laws (and the amendments made
by such laws) that has been obligated to date.

(2) A list of each financial award funded, in
part or in full, by covered laws (and the amend-
ments made by such laws), including the fol-
lowing information for each such award:

(A) All recipients for which funding has been
obligated.

(B) The amount of funding that has been obli-
gated for each recipient.

(C) The type of award (such as a grant or
loan).
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(3) The number, job title, and duties of any
full time equivalent employees who have been
hired using the funding made available by cov-
ered laws (and the amendments made by such
laws).

(4) An accounting of such funds that have not
yet been obligated.

(5) The identity of any contractors that have
been procured using such funding.

(6) The total amount of funding awarded
under a covered law that was returned to the
Treasury and the specific accounts to which
such funds were obligated after being so re-
turned.

(7) The total amount of such funds that have
been transferred out of each account established
or funded under a covered law, and with respect
to such transferred funds, the information speci-
fied in paragraphs (1) through (6).

(b) For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘cov-
ered law’’ means—

(1) section 11004 of Public Law 117-169 (com-
monly referred to as the ‘“‘Inflation Reduction
Act of 2022”°);

(2) the American Rescue Plan Act (Public Law
117-2) (and the amendments made by such Act);
and

(3)(4) the third paragraph under the heading
“Office of the Secretary—Public Health and So-
cial Services Emergency Fund’’ of division B of
the CARES Act (Public Law 116-136);

(B) the second paragraph under the heading
“Office of the Secretary—Public Health and So-
cial Services Emergency Fund’’ of division B of
the Paycheck Protection Program and Health
Care Enhancement Act (Public Law 116-139);
and

(C) the third paragraph under the heading
“Office of the Secretary—Public Health and So-
cial Services Emergency Fund’” of the
Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental
Appropriations Act, 2021 (division M of Public
Law 117-260).

SEC. 237. None of the funds provided in this
Act under the heading ‘‘Department of Health
and Human Services—Office of the Secretary—
General Departmental Management’”’ may be
used for employee travel.

SEC. 238. None of the funds provided in this
Act may be used to conduct or support research
using human fetal tissue if such tissue is ob-
tained pursuant to an induced abortion.

SEC. 239. (a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, none of the funds
made available by this Act may be made avail-
able either directly, through a State (including
through managed care contracts with a State),
or through any other means, to a prohibited en-
tity.

(b) PROHIBITED ENTITY.—The term ‘“‘pro-
hibited entity’ means an entity, including its
affiliates, subsidiaries, successors, and clinics—

(1) that, as of the date of enactment of this
Act—

(A) is an organization described in section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986
and exempt from taxation under section 501(a)
of such Code;

(B) is an essential community provider de-
scribed in section 156.235 of title 45, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (as in effect on the date of en-
actment of this Act), that is primarily engaged
in family planning services, reproductive health,
and related medical care; and

(C) performs, or provides any funds to any
other entity that performs abortions, other than
an abortion performed—

(i) in the case of a pregnancy that is the result
of an act of rape or incest; or

(ii) in the case where a woman suffers from a
physical disorder, physical injury, or physical
illness that would, as certified by a physician,
place the woman in danger of death unless an
abortion is performed, including a life endan-
gering physical condition caused by, or arising
from, the pregnancy itself; and

(2) for which the total amount of Federal
grants to such entity, including grants to any
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affiliates, subsidiaries, or clinics of such entity,
under title X of the Public Health Service Act in
fiscal year 2016 exceeded $23,000,000.

(¢c)(1) END OF PROHIBITION.—The defini-
tion in subsection (b) shall cease to apply to an
entity if such entity certifies that it, including
its affiliates, subsidiaries, successors, and clin-
ics, will not perform, and will not provide any
funds to any other entity that performs, an
abortion as described in subsection (b)(1)(C).

(2) REPAYMENT.—The Secretary of Health
and Human Services shall seek repayment of
any Federal assistance received by any entity
that had made a certification described in para-
graph (1) and subsequently violated the terms of
such certification.

SEC. 240. None of the funds in this Act may be
used to support, administer, oversee, or issue a
grant, contract, or cooperative agreement for the
purposes of providing information on, promoting
access to, or facilitating an abortion.

SEC. 241. Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, no Federal funding may be made avail-
able to the EcoHealth Alliance, Inc. located in
New York.

SEC. 242. None of the funds provided in this
Act to the Department of Health and Human
Services, or provided under a previous or subse-
quent appropriations Act to such department, or
provided from any account in the Treasury of
the United States derived by the collection of
fees available to such department, may be used
to enforce the rule titled ‘“‘Medicare and Med-
icaid Programs; Omnibus COVID-19 Health
Care Staff Vaccination’, which was issued by
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
on November 5, 2021, or any substantially simi-
lar rule.

SEC. 243. None of the funds in this Act may be
used to implement, administer, or enforce Execu-
tive Order 13988, entitled ‘Preventing and Com-
bating Discrimination on the Basis of Gender
Identity or Sexual Orientation,” published by
the Executive Office of the President on Janu-
ary 25, 2021 (86 Fed. Reg. 7023).

SEC. 244. Beginning on the fourth day fol-
lowing the date of enactment of this Act, the ag-
gregate dollar amount appropriated under the
heading ‘‘Department of Health and Human
Services—Office of the Secretary—General De-
partmental Management’ shall be reduced by
31,000 for each day on which the Secretary of
Health and Human Services fails to submit to
the Congress the fiscal year 2023 and 2024 Moyer
Report.

SEC. 245. Nome of the funds appropriated
under this act may be used to require any
project under title X of the PHS Act to refer for
abortions: Provided, That mo provider of serv-
ices under title X of the PHS Act shall be re-
quired to subvert or operate in conflict with any
State law limiting referral for abortion/preg-
nancy counseling.

SEC. 246. Title II of the Public Health Service
Act (42 U.S.C. 202 et seq.) is amended by insert-
ing after section 245 the following:

“SEC. 245A. CIVIL ACTION FOR CERTAIN VIOLA-
TIONS.

“(a) IN GENERAL.—A qualified party may, in
a civil action, obtain appropriate relief with re-
gard to a designated violation.

““(b) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion:

‘(1) DESIGNATED VIOLATION.—The term ‘des-
ignated violation’ means an actual or threat-
ened violation of—

““(A) section 507(d) of division H of the Con-
solidated Appropriations Act, 2023 (or any sub-
sequent substantially similar provision); or

“(B) any funding condition imposed by the
Federal Government pursuant to such section
507(d) (or such provision).

““(2) QUALIFIED PARTY.—The term ‘qualified
party’ means—

“(A) the Attorney General of the United
States;

“(B) any attorney general of a State; or

“(C) any person or entity adversely affected
by the designated violation without regard to
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whether such person or entity is a health care
provider.

““(3) STATE GOVERNMENTAL ENTITY.—The term
‘State governmental entity’ means a State, a
local government within a State, and any agen-
cy or other governmental unit or subdivision of
a State, or of such a local government.

“(c) ADMINISTRATIVE REMEDIES NOT RE-
QUIRED.—An action under this section may be
commenced, and relief may be granted, without
regard to whether the party commencing the ac-
tion has sought or exhausted any available ad-
ministrative remedies.

‘““(d) DEFENDANTS.—An action under this sec-
tion may be maintained against a Federal agen-
cy committing a designated violation described
in subsection (b)(1)(A) or any recipient or sub-
recipient of Federal assistance committing a des-
ignated wviolation described in  subsection
(b)(1)(B), including a State governmental entity.

‘““(e) NATURE OF RELIEF.—In an action under
this section, the court shall grant—

‘“(1) all appropriate relief, including injunc-
tive relief, declaratory relief, and compensatory
damages to prevent the occurrence, continu-
ance, or repetition of the designated violation
and to compensate for losses resulting from the
designated violation; and

““(2) to a prevailing plaintiff, reasonable attor-
neys’ fees and litigation costs.

Relief in an action under this section may in-
clude money damages even if the defendant is a
governmental entity.

“(f) ABROGATION OF STATE IMMUNITY.—No
State or govermmental official that commits a
designated violation shall be immune under the
Tenth Amendment to the Constitution of the
United States, the Eleventh Amendment to the
Constitution of the United States, or any other
source of law, from an action under subsection
(a).”.

SEC. 247. None of the funds in this Act may be
used to issue or implement as a final rule the
proposed rule entitled ‘‘Nondiscrimination in
Health Programs and Activities’’ published by
the Department of Health and Human Services
in the Federal Register on August 4, 2022 (87
Fed. Reg. 47824) (relating to section 1557 of the
Affordable Care Act) or any successor or Sub-
stantially similar rule.

SEC. 248. None of the funds in this Act may be
used by the Secretary of Health and Human
Services to declare a public health emergency
pursuant to section 319 of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 247d) or any related order
that would impede, limit, or restrict a citizen’s
Second Amendment right.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Department of
Health and Human Services Appropriations Act,
2024,

TITLE II1
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

OFFICE OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY
EDUCATION

EDUCATION FOR THE DISADVANTAGED

For carrying out title I and subpart 2 of part
B of title I1I of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965 (referred to in this Act as
“ESEA’’) and section 4184 of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (referred to in this Act as
“HEA”), $13,055,290,000, of which $2,126,990,000
shall become available on July 1, 2024, and shall
remain available through September 30, 2025,
and of which $10,841,177,000 shall become avail-
able on October 1, 2024, and shall remain avail-
able through September 30, 2025, for academic
year 2024-2025: Provided, That $1,906,901,000
shall be for basic grants under section 1124 of
the ESEA: Provided further, That up to
35,000,000 of these funds shall be available to the
Secretary of Education (referred to in this title
as ‘“‘Secretary’) on October 1, 2023, to obtain
annually updated local educational agency-
level census poverty data from the Bureau of
the Census: Provided further, That
$1,362,301,000 shall be for concentration grants
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under section 1124A of the ESEA: Provided fur-
ther, That $4,542,550,000 shall be for targeted
grants under section 1125 of the ESEA: Provided
further, That $4,542,550,000 shall be for edu-
cation finance incentive grants under Section
1125A of the ESEA: Provided further, That
$224,000,000 shall be for carrying out subpart 2
of part B of title II: Provided further, That
352,123,000 shall be for carrying out section 4184
of the HEA.
IMPACT AID

For carrying out programs of financial assist-
ance to federally affected schools authorized by
title VII of the ESEA, $1,618,112,000, of which
$1,468,242,000 shall be for basic support pay-
ments under section 7003(b), 348,316,000 shall be
for payments for children with disabilities under
section 7003(d), $18,406,000 shall be for construc-
tion under section 7007(a), $78,313,000 shall be
for Federal property payments under section
7002, and $4,835,000, to remain available until
erpended, shall be for facilities maintenance
under section 7008: Provided, That for purposes
of computing the amount of a payment for an
eligible local educational agency under section
7003(a) for school year 2023-2024, children en-
rolled in a school of such agency that would
otherwise be eligible for payment under section
7003(a)(1)(B) of such Act, but due to the deploy-
ment of both parents or legal guardians, or a
parent or legal guardian having sole custody of
such children, or due to the death of a military
parent or legal guardian while on active duty
(so long as such children reside on Federal
property as described in section 7003(a)(1)(B)),
are no longer eligible under such section, shall
be considered as eligible students under such
section, provided such students remain in aver-
age daily attendance at a school in the same
local educational agency they attended prior to
their change in eligibility status.

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMS

For carrying out school improvement activities
authorized by part B of title I, part A of title 11,
subpart 1 of part A of title IV, part B of title IV,
part B of title V, and parts B and C of title VI
of the ESEA; the McKinney-Vento Homeless As-
sistance Act; section 203 of the Educational
Technical Assistance Act of 2002; the Compact
of Free Association Amendments Act of 2003;
and the Civil Rights Act of 1964, $4,850,428,000,
of which $3,053,673,000 shall become available on
July 1, 2024, and remain available through Sep-
tember 30, 2025, and of which $1,681,441,000 shall
become available on October 1, 2024, and shall
remain available through September 30, 2025, for
academic year 2024-2025: Provided, That
$1,329,673,000 shall be for part B of title IV: Pro-
vided further, That $45,897,000 shall be for part
B of title VI, which may be used for construc-
tion, renovation, and modernization of any pub-
lic elementary school, secondary school, or
structure related to a public elementary school
or secondary school that serves a predominantly
Native Hawaiian student body, and that the 5
percent limitation in section 6205(b) of the ESEA
on the use of funds for administrative purposes
shall apply only to direct administrative costs:
Provided further, That $44,953,000 shall be for
part C of title VI, which shall be awarded on a
competitive basis, and may be used for construc-
tion, and that the 5 percent limitation in section
6305 of the ESEA on the use of funds for admin-
istrative purposes shall apply only to direct ad-
ministrative costs: Provided further, That
$24,464,000 shall be available to carry out the
Supplemental Education Grants program for the
Federated States of Micronesia and the Republic
of the Marshall Islands: Provided further, That
the Secretary may reserve up to 5 percent of the
amount referred to in the previous proviso to
provide technical assistance in the implementa-
tion of these grants: Provided further, That
$215,000,000 shall be for part B of title V: Pro-
vided further, That $1,380,000,000 shall be avail-
able for grants under subpart 1 of part A of title
IV: Provided further, That notwithstanding
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subsection (a)(3) of section 4103 of such Act, the
Secretary may reserve not more than 1 percent
under such subsection (a)(3) only for technical
assistance.
INDIAN EDUCATION

For expenses necessary to carry out, to the ex-
tent not otherwise provided, title VI, part A of
the ESEA, $194,746,000, of which $72,000,000
shall be for subpart 2 of part A of title VI and
312,365,000 shall be for subpart 3 of part A of
title VI: Provided, That the 5 percent limitation
in sections 6115(d), 6121(e), and 6133(g) of the
ESEA on the use of funds for administrative
purposes shall apply only to direct administra-
tive costs: Provided further, That grants award-
ed under sections 6132 and 6133 of the ESEA
with funds provided under this heading may be
for a period of up to 5 years.

INNOVATION AND IMPROVEMENT

For carrying out activities authorized by sub-
parts 1, 3, and 4 of part B of title II, and parts
C, E, and subparts 1 and 4 of part F of title IV
of the ESEA, $737,000,000: Provided, That
33,000,000 shall be for subpart 3 of part B of title
II and shall be made available without regard to
sections 2201 and 2231(b): Provided further,
That $450,000,000 shall be for part C of title 1V,
and shall be made available without regard to
section 4311: Provided further, That section
4303(d)(3)(A)(i) shall not apply to the funds
available for part C of title IV: Provided further,
That of the funds available for part C of title
IV, the Secretary shall use not less than
$65,000,000 to carry out section 4304, up to
$140,000,000, to remain available through March
31, 2025, to carry out section 4305(b), and not
movre than 316,000,000 to carry out the activities
in section 4305(a)(3): Provided further, That the
Secretary shall allow entities receiving grants
under section 4303 to use up to 10 percent of
such grants for activities described in section
4303(b)(2) and up to 5 percent for the activities
described in section 4303(c)(1)(C): Provided fur-
ther, That entities receiving grants under sec-
tion 4304(k) shall not be required to meet the
matching requirements described in section
4304(k)(2)(C) and (D) and shall not be required
to use such grants to support facilities aid pro-
grams that allocate funds on a per-pupil basis:
Provided further, That notwithstanding section
4601(b), $284,000,000 shall be available through
December 31, 2024 for subpart 1 of part F of title
IV.

SAFE SCHOOLS AND CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION

For carrying out activities authorized by sub-
parts 2 and 3 of part F of title IV of the ESEA,
$316,000,000, to remain available through Decem-
ber 31, 2024: Provided, That $216,000,000 shall be
available for section 4631, of which up to
35,000,000, to remain available until expended,
shall be for the Project School Emergency Re-
sponse to Violence (Project SERV) program:
Provided further, That $100,000,000 shall be
available for section 4625.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

For carrying out the Individuals with Disabil-
ities Education Act (IDEA) and the Special
Olympics Sport and Empowerment Act of 2004,
$15,453,264,000, of which $5,870,321,000 shall be-
come available on July 1, 2024, and shall remain
available through September 30, 2025, and of
which $9,283,383,000 shall become available on
October 1, 2024, and shall remain available
through September 30, 2025, for academic year
2024-2025: Provided, That the amount for sec-
tion 611(b)(2) of the IDEA shall be equal to the
lesser of the amount available for that activity
during fiscal year 2023, increased by the amount
of inflation as specified in section 619(d)(2)(B) of
the IDEA, or the percent change in the funds
appropriated under section 611(i) of the IDEA,
but not less than the amount for that activity
during fiscal year 2023: Provided further, That
the Secretary shall, without regard to section
611(d) of the IDEA, distribute to all other States
(as that term is defined in section 611(g)(2)),
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subject to the third proviso, any amount by
which a State’s allocation under section 611,
from funds appropriated under this heading, is
reduced under section 612(a)(18)(B), according
to the following: 85 percent on the basis of the
States’ relative populations of children aged 3
through 21 who are of the same age as children
with disabilities for whom the State ensures the
availability of a free appropriate public edu-
cation under this part, and 15 percent to States
on the basis of the States’ relative populations
of those children who are living in poverty: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary may not dis-
tribute any funds under the previous proviso to
any State whose reduction in allocation from
funds appropriated under this heading made
funds available for such a distribution: Provided
further, That the States shall allocate such
funds distributed under the second proviso to
local educational agencies in accordance with
section 611(f): Provided further, That the
amount by which a State’s allocation under sec-
tion 611(d) of the IDEA is reduced under section
612(a)(18)(B) and the amounts distributed to
States under the previous provisos in fiscal year
2012 or any subsequent year shall not be consid-
ered in calculating the awards under Section
611(d) for fiscal year 2013 or for any subsequent
fiscal years: Provided further, That, notwith-
standing the provision in section 612(a)(18)(B)
regarding the fiscal year in which a State’s allo-
cation under section 611(d) is reduced for failure
to comply with the requirement of Ssection
612(a)(18)(A), the Secretary may apply the re-
duction specified in section 612(a)(18)(B) over a
period of consecutive fiscal years, not to exceed
5, until the entire reduction is applied: Provided
further, That the Secretary may, in any fiscal
year in which a State’s allocation under section
611 is reduced in accordance with section
612(a)(18)(B), reduce the amount a State may re-
serve under section 611(e)(1) by an amount that
bears the same relation to the maximum amount
described in that paragraph as the reduction
under section 612(a)(18)(B) bears to the total al-
location the State would have received in that
fiscal year under section 611(d) in the absence of
the reduction: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall either reduce the allocation of
funds under section 611 for any fiscal year fol-
lowing the fiscal year for which the State fails
to comply with the requirement of section
612(a)(18)(A) as authorized by  section
612(a)(18)(B), or seek to recover funds under sec-
tion 452 of the General Education Provisions Act
(20 U.S.C. 1234a): Provided further, That the
funds reserved under 611(c) of the IDEA may be
used to provide technical assistance to States to
improve the capacity of the States to meet the
data collection requirements of sections 616 and
618 and to administer and carry out other serv-
ices and activities to improve data collection, co-
ordination, quality, and use under parts B and
C of the IDEA: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary may use funds made available for the
State Personnel Development Grants program
under part D, subpart 1 of IDEA to evaluate
program performance under such subpart: Pro-
vided further, That States may use funds re-
served for other State-level activities under sec-
tions 611(e)(2) and 619(f) of the IDEA to make
subgrants to local educational agencies, institu-
tions of higher education, other public agencies,
and private non-profit organizations to carry
out activities authorized by those sections: Pro-
vided further, That, motwithstanding section
643(e)(2)(A) of the IDEA, if 5 or fewer States
apply for grants pursuant to section 643(e) of
such Act, the Secretary shall provide a grant to
each State in an amount equal to the maximum
amount described in section 643(e)(2)(B) of such
Act: Provided further, That if more than 5
States apply for grants pursuant to section
643(e) of the IDEA, the Secretary shall award
funds to those States on the basis of the States’
relative populations of infants and toddlers ex-
cept that no such State shall receive a grant in
excess of the amount described in section
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643(e)(2)(B) of such Act: Provided further, That
States may use funds allotted under section
643(c) of the IDEA to make subgrants to local
educational agencies, institutions of higher edu-
cation, other public agencies, and private non-
profit organizations to carry out activities au-
thorized by section 638 of IDEA: Provided fur-
ther, That, notwithstanding section 638 of the
IDEA, a State may use funds it receives under
section 633 of the IDEA to offer continued early
intervention services to a child who previously
received services under part C of the IDEA from
age 3 until the beginning of the school year fol-
lowing the child’s third birthday with parental
consent and without regard to the procedures in
section 635(c) of the IDEA.
REHABILITATION SERVICES

For carrying out, to the extent not otherwise
provided, the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the
Helen Keller National Center Act, $4,397,033,000,
of which $4,253,834,000 shall be for grants for
vocational rehabilitation services under title I of
the Rehabilitation Act.

SPECIAL INSTITUTIONS FOR PERSONS WITH
DISABILITIES

AMERICAN PRINTING HOUSE FOR THE BLIND

For carrying out the Act to Promote the Edu-
cation of the Blind of March 3, 1879, $43,431,000.

NATIONAL TECHNICAL INSTITUTE FOR THE DEAF

For the National Technical Institute for the
Deaf under titles I and II of the Education of
the Deaf Act of 1986, $92,500,000: Provided, That
from the total amount available, the Institute
may at its discretion use funds for the endow-
ment program as authorized under section 207 of
such Act.

GALLAUDET UNIVERSITY

For the Kendall Demonstration Elementary
School, the Model Secondary School for the
Deaf, and the partial support of Gallaudet Uni-
versity under titles I and II of the Education of
the Deaf Act of 1986, $165,361,000, of which up
to $15,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be for construction, as defined by
section 201(2) of such Act: Provided, That from
the total amount available, the University may
at its discretion use funds for the endowment
program as authoriced under section 207 of such
Act.

CAREER, TECHNICAL, AND ADULT EDUCATION

For carrying out, to the extent not otherwise
provided, the Carl D. Perkins Career and Tech-
nical Education Act of 2006 (‘‘Perkins Act’’) and
the Adult Education and Family Literacy Act
(“AEFLA”), $2,191,436,000, of which
$1,400,436,000 shall become available on July 1,
2024, and shall remain available through Sep-
tember 30, 2025, and of which $791,000,000 shall
become available on October 1, 2024, and shall
remain available through September 30, 2025:
Provided, That $25,000,000 shall be available for
innovation and modernization grants under
such section 114(e) of the Perkins Act: Provided
further, That of the amounts made available for
AEFLA, 813,712,000 shall be for national leader-
ship activities under section 242.

STUDENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

For carrying out subparts 1 and 10 of part A
of title IV of the HEA, $22,475,352,000 which
shall remain available through September 30,
2025.

The maximum Pell Grant for which a student
shall be eligible during award year 2024-2025
shall be $6,335.

STUDENT AID ADMINISTRATION

For Federal administrative expenses to carry
out part D of title I, and subparts 1, 9, and 10
of part A, and parts B, D, and E of title IV of
the HEA, and subpart 1 of part A of title VII of
the Public Health Service Act, $1,769,207,000, to
remain available through September 30, 2025:
Provided, That for student loan contracts
awarded prior to October 1, 2017, the Secretary
shall allow student loan borrowers who are con-
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solidating Federal student loans to select from
any student loan servicer to service their new
consolidated student loan: Provided further,
That in order to promote accountability and
high-quality service to borrowers, the Secretary
shall not award funding for any contract solici-
tation for a new Federal student loan servicing
environment, including the solicitation for the
Federal Student Aid (FSA) Next Generation
Processing and Servicing Environment, unless
such an environment provides for the participa-
tion of multiple student loan servicers that con-
tract directly with the Department of Education
to manage a unique portfolio of borrower ac-
counts and the full life-cycle of loans from dis-
bursement to pay-off with certain limited excep-
tions, and allocates student loan borrower ac-
counts to eligible student loan servicers based on
performance: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall provide quarterly briefings to the
Committees on Appropriations and Education
and Labor of the House of Representatives and
the Committees on Appropriations and Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate
on general progress related to solicitations for
Federal student loan servicing contracts: Pro-
vided further, That not later than 60 days after
enactment of this Act, FSA shall provide to the
Committees on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives and the Senate a detailed spend
plan of anticipated uses of funds made available
in this account for fiscal year 2024 and provide
quarterly updates on this plan (including con-
tracts awarded, change orders, bonuses paid to
staff, reorganization costs, and any other activ-
ity carried out using amounts provided under
this heading for fiscal year 2024).
HIGHER EDUCATION

For carrying out, to the extent not otherwise
provided, titles III, IV, V, VI, VII, and VIII of
the HEA, and section 117 of the Perkins Act,
$2,767,239,000: Provided, That motwithstanding
any other provision of law, funds made avail-
able in this Act to carry out title VI of the HEA
may be used to support visits and study in for-
eign countries by individuals who are partici-
pating in advanced foreign language training
and international studies in areas that are vital
to United States national security and who plan
to apply their language skills and knowledge of
these countries in the fields of government, the
professions, or international development: Pro-
vided further, That of the funds referred to in
the preceding proviso up to 1 percent may be
used for program evaluation, national outreach,
and information dissemination activities: Pro-
vided further, That up to 1.5 percent of the
funds made available under chapter 2 of subpart
2 of part A of title IV of the HEA may be used
for evaluation: Provided further, That section
313(d) of the HEA shall not apply to an institu-
tion of higher education that is eligible to re-
ceive funding under section 318 of the HEA:
Provided further, That of the funds made avail-
able under this Act to carry out part B of title
III of the HEA, to supplement amounts other-
wise available, not less than $10,000,000 shall be
for grants to part B institutions as defined
under section 322(2) of the HEA, that are junior
or community colleges, as defined in section
312(f) of the HEA: Provided further, That funds
in the preceding proviso are in addition to any
grant award that any such institution may re-
ceive under section 323 of such Act and shall be
allocated in accordance with the allotments
specified under section 324 of such Act.

HOWARD UNIVERSITY

For partial support of Howard University,
$301,693,000, of which not less than $3,405,000
shall be for a matching endowment grant pursu-
ant to the Howard University Endowment Act
and shall remain available until expended.

COLLEGE HOUSING AND ACADEMIC FACILITIES

LOANS PROGRAM

For Federal administrative exrpenses to carry
out activities related to existing facility loans
pursuant to section 121 of the HEA, $321,000.
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HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY
CAPITAL FINANCING PROGRAM ACCOUNT

For the cost of guaranteed loans, $20,150,000,
as authoriced pursuant to part D of title I1I of
the HEA, which shall remain available through
September 30, 2025: Provided, That such costs,
including the cost of modifying such loans, shall
be as defined in section 502 of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974: Provided further, That these
funds are available to subsidize total loan prin-
cipal, any part of which is to be guaranteed, not
to exceed $377,340,824: Provided further, That
these funds may be used to support loans to
public and private Historically Black Colleges
and Universities without regard to the limita-
tions within section 344(a) of the HEA.

In addition, for administrative expenses to
carry out the Historically Black College and
University Capital Financing Program entered
into pursuant to part D of title III of the HEA,
3528,000.

INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION SCIENCES

For necessary expenses for the Institute of
Education Sciences as authorized by section 208
of the Department of Education Organization
Act and carrying out activities authorized by
the National Assessment of Educational
Progress Authorization Act, section 208 of the
Educational Technical Assistance Act of 2002,
and section 664 of the Individuals with Disabil-
ities Education Act, $707,372,000, which shall re-
main available through September 30, 2025.

DEPARTMENTAL MANAGEMENT
PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION

For carrying out, to the extent not otherwise
provided, the Department of Education Organi-
zation Act, including rental of conference rooms
in the District of Columbia and hire of three
passenger motor vehicles, $350,000,000: Provided,
That none of the funds provided by this Act
may be used to support a number of non-career
employees that is above the number of non-ca-
reer employees as of December 31, 2021.

OFFICE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS

For expenses necessary for the Office for Civil
Rights, as authorized by section 203 of the De-
partment of Education Organization Act,
3105,000,000.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For expenses necessary for the Office of In-
spector General, as authoriced by section 212 of
the Department of Education Organization Act,
360,000,000, of which $3,000,000 shall be avail-
able through September 30, 2025.

GENERAL PROVISIONS

SEC. 301. No funds appropriated in this Act
may be used to prevent the implementation of
programs of voluntary prayer and meditation in
the public schools.

(TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 302. Not to exceed 1 percent of any discre-
tionary funds (pursuant to the Balanced Budget
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985)
which are appropriated for the Department of
Education in this Act may be transferred be-
tween appropriations, but no such appropria-
tion shall be increased by more than 3 percent
by any such transfer: Provided, That the trans-
fer authority granted by this section shall not be
used to create any new program or to fund any
project or activity for which no funds are pro-
vided in this Act: Provided further, That the
Committees on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives and the Senate are nmotified at
least 15 days in advance of any transfer.

SEC. 303. Funds appropriated in this Act and
consolidated for evaluation purposes under sec-
tion 8601(c) of the ESEA shall be available from
July 1, 2024, through September 30, 2025.

SEC. 304. (a) An institution of higher edu-
cation that maintains an endowment fund sup-
ported with funds appropriated for title 111 or V
of the HEA for fiscal year 2024 may use the in-
come from that fund to award scholarships to
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students, subject to the limitation in section
331(c)(3)(B)(i) of the HEA. The use of such in-
come for such purposes, prior to the enactment
of this Act, shall be considered to have been an
allowable use of that income, subject to that
limitation.

(b) Subsection (a) shall be in effect until titles
III and V of the HEA are reauthorized.

SEC. 305. Section 114(f) of the HEA (20 U.S.C.
1011c(f)) shall be applied by substituting 2024
for ©“2021°°.

SEC. 306. Section 458(a)(4) of the HEA (20
U.S.C. 1087h(a)) shall be applied by substituting
2024 for 2021°°.

SEC. 307. Funds appropriated in this Act
under the heading ‘‘Student Aid Administra-
tion”’ may be available for payments for student
loan servicing to an institution of higher edu-
cation that services outstanding Federal Perkins
Loans under part E of title IV of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1087aa et seq.).

SEC. 308. The Secretary may reserve not more
than 0.5 percent from any amount made avail-
able in this Act for an HEA program, except for
any amounts made available for subpart 1 of
part A of title IV of the HEA, to carry out rig-
orous and independent evaluations and to col-
lect and analyze outcome data for any program
authoriced by the HEA: Provided, That no
funds made available in this Act for the ‘‘Stu-
dent Aid Administration’ account shall be sub-
ject to the reservation under this section: Pro-
vided further, That any funds reserved under
this section shall be awvailable through Sep-
tember 30, 2026: Provided further, That if, under
any other provision of law, funds are author-
ized to be reserved or used for evaluation activi-
ties with respect to a program or project, the
Secretary may also reserve funds for such pro-
gram or project for the purposes described in
this section so long as the total reservation of
funds for such program or project does not ex-
ceed any statutory limits on such reservations:
Provided further, That not later than 30 days
prior to the initial obligation of funds reserved
under this section, the Secretary shall submit to
the Committees on Appropriations of the Senate
and the House of Representatives, the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor and Pen-
sions of the Senate, and the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor of the House of Representa-
tives a plan that identifies the source and
amount of funds reserved under this section, the
impact on program grantees if funds are with-
held for the purposes of this section, and the ac-
tivities to be carried out with such funds.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 309. Of the amounts appropriated in this
Act for “‘Institute of Education Sciences’, up to
$19,000,000 shall be available for the Secretary of
Education (‘‘the Secretary’’) to provide support
services to the Institute of Education Sciences
(including, but not limited to information tech-
nology services, lease or procurement of office
space, human resource services, financial man-
agement services, financial systems support,
budget formulation and execution, legal coun-
sel, equal employment opportunity services,
physical security, facilities management, acqui-
sition and contract management, grants admin-
istration and policy, and enterprise risk man-
agement): Provided, That the Secretary shall
calculate the actual amounts obligated and ex-
pended for such support services by using a
standard Department of Education methodology
for allocating the cost of all such support serv-
ices: Provided further, That the Secretary may
transfer any amounts available for IES support
services in excess of actual amounts needed for
IES support services, as so calculated, to the
“Program Administration’ account from the
“Institute of Education Sciences’ account: Pro-
vided further, That in order to address any
shortfall between amounts available for IES
support services and amounts meeded for IES
support services, as so calculated, the Secretary
may transfer necessary amounts to the ‘‘Insti-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

tute of Education Sciences’ account from the
“Program Administration’ account: Provided
further, That the Committees on Appropriations
of the House of Representatives and the Senate
are notified at least 14 days in advance of any
transfer made pursuant to this section.

(RESCISSION)

SEC. 310. Of the unobligated balances in the
“Department of Education Nonrecurring Ezx-
penses Fund’’ established in section 313 of divi-
sion H of Public Law 116-260, $29,000,000 are
hereby rescinded mot later than September 30,
2024: Provided, That from any remaining unob-
ligated balances in such Fund, the Secretary
may transfer up to $45,325,000 to ‘‘Howard Uni-
versity’’ for completion of the Howard Univer-
sity hospital, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided further, That, except as other-
wise provided in this Act, none of the funds pro-
vided by this Act may be obligated for a new
program, project, or activity using such Fund
for which a notification was not submitted to
the Committees on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and the Senate before the
date of enactment of this Act: Provided further,
That the Secretary may obligate funds from
such Fund for any program, project, or activity
for which a notification was submitted before
the date of enactment of this Act: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary may transfer amounts
into such Fund: Provided further, That any
amounts transferred into such Fund are avail-
able for the purposes provided by this section or
for which a notification was submitted to such
Committees on Appropriations before the date of
enactment of this Act: Provided further, That
the authority to transfer amounts under this
section is in addition to any other transfer au-
thority in law.

SEC. 311. (a) None of the funds made available
by this title may be used to issue or implement
as final rules the rules proposed by the Depart-
ment of Education relating to title IX of the
Education Amendments of 1972 (20 5 U.S.C.
1681-1688) and described under the heading
“Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Edu-
cation Programs or Activities Receiving Federal
Financial Assistance’ (87 Fed. Reg. 41390; pub-
lished July 12, 2022).

(b) None of the funds made available by this
title may be used to issue or implement—

(1) as final rules the rules proposed by the De-
partment of Education relating to title IX of the
Education Amendments of 1972 (20 U.S.C. 1681-
1688) and described under the heading ‘‘Non-
discrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education
Programs or Activities Receiving Federal Finan-
cial Assistance: Sex-Related Eligibility Criteria
for Male and Female Athletic Teams” (88 Fed.
Reg. 22860; published April 13, 2023), or

(2) any rule similar in substance to the pro-
posed rules described in paragraph (1) that re-
lates to eligibility criteria for participation on
athletic teams.

SEC. 312. None of the funds made available
under this Act may be provided to any public in-
stitution of higher education that denies to a re-
ligious student organization any right, benefit,
or privilege that is otherwise afforded to other
student organizations at the institution (includ-
ing full access to the facilities of the institution
and official recognition of the organization by
the institution) because of the religious beliefs,
practices, speech, leadership standards, or
standards of conduct of the religious student or-
ganization.

(RESCISSION)

SEC. 313. Of the amounts which are made
available to “‘Department of Education—Edu-
cation for the Disadvantaged’ on October 1,
2023 by Public Law 117-328, $8,671,399,000 are
hereby rescinded.

(RESCISSION)

SEC. 314. Of the amounts which are made
available to ‘“‘Department of Education—School
Improvement Programs’ on October 1, 2023 by
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Public Law 117-328, $1,681,441,000 are hereby re-
scinded.

SEC. 315. None of the funds made available by
this Act may be used to—

(1) implement the waivers and modifications
of statutory and regulatory provisions relating
to an extension of the suspension of payments
on certain loans and waivers of interest on such
loans under section 3513 of the CARES Act (20
U.S.C. 1001 note), described by the Department
of Education in the Federal Register on October
12, 2022 (87 Fed. Reg. 61513 et seq.), and most re-
cently extended in the announcement by the De-
partment of Education on November 22, 2022;

(2) take any substantially similar action; or

(3) waive any consequences of nonpayment by
a borrower in repayment such as delinquency or
default.

SEC. 316. None of the funds made available by
this Act may be used to—

(1) implement the modifications of statutory
and regulatory provisions relating to debt dis-
charge described by the Department of Edu-
cation in the Federal Register on October 12,
2022 (87 Fed. Reg. 61514), or take any substan-
tially similar action;

(2) issue a final rule or otherwise implement
the proposed rule on ‘‘Improving Income-Driven
Repayment for the William D. Ford Federal Di-
rect Loan Program’ published by the Depart-
ment of Education in the Federal Register on
January 11, 2023 (88 Fed. Reg. 1894 et seq.), or
take any substantially similar action; or

(3) implement, administer, or enforce parts
600, 668, and 685 of title 34, Code of Federal Reg-
ulations, (relating to borrower defense to repay-
ment), as amended by the final regulations pub-
lished by the Department of Education in the
Federal Register on November 1, 2022 (87 Fed.
Reg. 65904 et seq.) or take any substantially
similar action.

SEC. 317. None of the funds made available by
this Act may be used to provide financial assist-
ance to an educational institution that allows
an individual whose sex is male to participate in
an athletic program or activity that is des-
ignated for women or girls. For the purpose of
this section, the term ‘‘sex’ means the reproduc-
tive biology and genetics of an individual as de-
termined solely at birth.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Department of
Education Appropriations Act, 2024°°.

TITLE IV
RELATED AGENCIES
COMMITTEE FOR PURCHASE FROM PEOPLE WHO
ARE BLIND OR SEVERELY DISABLED
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For expenses necessary for the Committee for
Purchase From People Who Are Blind or Se-
verely Disabled (referred to in this title as ‘‘the
Committee’’) established under section 8502 of
title 41, United States Code, $13,124,000: Pro-
vided, That in order to authorice any central
nonprofit agency designated pursuant to section
8503(c) of title 41, United States Code, to perform
requirements of the Committee as prescribed
under section 51-3.2 of title 41, Code of Federal
Regulations, the Committee shall enter into a
written agreement with any such central non-
profit agency: Provided further, That such
agreement shall contain such auditing, over-
sight, and reporting provisions as necessary to
implement chapter 85 of title 41, United States
Code: Provided further, That such agreement
shall include the elements listed under the head-
ing ‘‘Committee For Purchase From People Who
Are Blind or Severely Disabled—Written Agree-
ment Elements’ in the explanatory statement
described in section 4 of Public Law 114-113 (in
the matter preceding division A of that consoli-
dated Act): Provided further, That any such
central nonprofit agency may not charge a fee
under section 51-3.5 of title 41, Code of Federal
Regulations, prior to erecuting a written agree-
ment with the Committee: Provided further,
That no less than $3,150,000 shall be available
for the Office of Inspector General.
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CORPORATION FOR NATIONAL AND COMMUNITY
SERVICE

OPERATING EXPENSES

For mecessary expenses for the Corporation
for National and Community Service (referred to
in this title as “CNCS”’) to carry out the Domes-
tic Volunteer Service Act of 1973 (referred to in
this title as ‘1973 Act’’) and the National and
Community Service Act of 1990 (referred to in
this title as ‘1990 Act”), $593,347,000, notwith-
standing sections 198B(b)(3), 198S(g),
501(a)(4)(C), and 501(a)(4)(F) of the 1990 Act:
Provided, That of the amounts provided under
this heading up to 1 percent of program grant
funds may be used to defray the costs of con-
ducting grant application reviews, including the
use of outside peer reviewers and electronic
management of the grants cycle: Provided fur-
ther, That for the purposes of carrying out the
1990 Act, satisfying the requirements in section
122(c)(1)(D) may include a determination of
need by the local community.

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For mecessary expenses of administration as
provided under section 501(a)(5) of the 1990 Act
and under section 504(a) of the 1973 Act, includ-
ing payment of salaries, authorized travel, hire
of passenger motor vehicles, the rental of con-
ference rooms in the District of Columbia, the
employment of experts and consultants author-
ized under 5 U.S.C. 3109, and not to exceed
$2,500 for official reception and representation
expenses, $60,000,000.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For mecessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General in carrying out the Inspector
General Act of 1978, $7,595,000.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

SEC. 401. CNCS shall make any significant
changes to program requirements, service deliv-
ery or policy only through public notice and
comment rulemaking. For fiscal year 2024, dur-
ing any grant selection process, an officer or
employee of CNCS shall not knowingly disclose
any covered grant selection information regard-
ing such selection, directly or indirectly, to any
person other than an officer or employee of
CNCS that is authorized by CNCS to receive
such information.

SEC. 402. AmeriCorps programs receiving
grants under the National Service Trust pro-
gram shall meet an overall minimum share re-
quirement of 24 percent for the first 3 years that
they receive AmeriCorps funding, and thereafter
shall meet the overall minimum share require-
ment as provided in section 2521.60 of title 45,
Code of Federal Regulations, without regard to
the operating costs match requirement in section
121(e) or the member support Federal share limi-
tations in section 140 of the 1990 Act, and sub-
ject to partial waiver consistent with section
2521.70 of title 45, Code of Federal Regulations.

SEC. 403. Donations made to CNCS under sec-
tion 196 of the 1990 Act for the purposes of fi-
nancing programs and operations under titles I
and II of the 1973 Act or subtitle B, C, D, or E
of title I of the 1990 Act shall be used to supple-
ment and not supplant current programs and
operations.

SEC. 404. In addition to the requirements in
section 146(a) of the 1990 Act, use of an edu-
cational award for the purpose described in sec-
tion 148(a)(4) shall be limited to individuals who
are veterans as defined under section 101 of the
Act.

SEC. 405. For the purpose of carrying out sec-
tion 189D of the 1990 Act—

(1) entities described in paragraph (a) of such
section shall be considered ‘‘qualified entities’’
under section 3 of the National Child Protection
Act 0of 1993 (“NCPA”’);

(2) individuals described in such section shall
be considered ‘‘volunteers’ under section 3 of
NCPA; and

(3) State Commissions on National and Com-
munity Service established pursuant to section
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178 of the 1990 Act, are authorized to receive
criminal history record information, consistent
with Public Law 92-544.

SEC. 406. Notwithstanding sections 139(b), 146
and 147 of the 1990 Act, an individual who suc-
cessfully completes a term of service of not less
than 1,200 hours during a period of mot more
than one year may receive a national service
education award having a value of 70 percent of
the value of a national service education award
determined under section 147(a) of the Act.

(RESCISSION)

SEC. 407. Of the unobligated balances avail-
able in the “National Service Trust’ established
in section 102 of the National and Community
Service Trust Act of 1993, $243,000,000 are hereby
permanently rescinded, except that no amounts
may be rescinded from amounts that were pre-
viously designated by the Congress as being for
an emergency requirement pursuant to a con-
current resolution on the budget or the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

FEDERAL MEDIATION AND CONCILIATION SERVICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For expenses necessary for the Federal Medi-
ation and Conciliation Service (‘‘Service’’) to
carry out the functions vested in it by the
Labor-Management Relations Act, 1947, includ-
ing hire of passenger motor vehicles; for ex-
penses necessary for the Labor-Management Co-
operation Act of 1978; and for expenses mnec-
essary for the Service to carry out the functions
vested in it by the Civil Service Reform Act,
$53,705,000: Provided, That notwithstanding 31
U.S.C. 3302, fees charged, up to full-cost recov-
ery, for special training activities and other con-
flict resolution services and technical assistance,
including those provided to foreign governments
and international organizations, and for arbi-
tration services shall be credited to and merged
with this account, and shall remain available
until expended: Provided further, That fees for
arbitration services shall be available only for
education, training, and professional develop-
ment of the agency workforce: Provided further,
That the Director of the Service is authorized to
accept and use on behalf of the United States
gifts of services and real, personal, or other
property in the aid of any projects or functions
within the Director’s jurisdiction.

FEDERAL MINE SAFETY AND HEALTH REVIEW

COMMISSION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For expenses mecessary for the Federal Mine
Safety and Health Review Commission,
$18,012,000.

INSTITUTE OF MUSEUM AND LIBRARY SERVICES
OFFICE OF MUSEUM AND LIBRARY SERVICES:
GRANTS AND ADMINISTRATION

For carrying out the Museum and Library
Services Act of 1996 and the National Museum
of African American History and Culture Act,
$294,800,000.

MEDICAID AND CHIP PAYMENT AND ACCESS
COMMISSION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For expenses necessary to carry out section
1900 of the Social Security Act, 39,405,000.

MEDICARE PAYMENT ADVISORY COMMISSION

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For expenses mecessary to carry out section
1805 of the Social Security Act, $13,824,000, to be
transferred to this appropriation from the Fed-
eral Hospital Insurance Trust Fund and the
Federal Supplementary Medical Insurance
Trust Fund.

NATIONAL COUNCIL ON DISABILITY
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For expenses necessary for the National Coun-
cil on Disability as authorized by title IV of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, $3,850,000.
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NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS BOARD
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For expenses necessary for the National Labor
Relations Board to carry out the functions vest-
ed in it by the Labor-Management Relations
Act, 1947, and other laws, $200,000,000: Pro-
vided, That no part of this appropriation shall
be available to organize or assist in organizing
agricultural laborers or used in connection with
investigations, hearings, directives, or orders
concerning bargaining units composed of agri-
cultural laborers as referred to in section 2(3) of
the Act of July 5, 1935, and as amended by the
Labor-Management Relations Act, 1947, and as
defined in section 3(f) of the Act of June 25,
1938, and including in said definition employees
engaged in the maintenance and operation of
ditches, canals, reservoirs, and waterways when
maintained or operated on a mutual, nonprofit
basis and at least 95 percent of the water stored
or supplied thereby is used for farming pur-
poses.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

SEC. 408. None of the funds provided by this
Act or previous Acts making appropriations for
the National Labor Relations Board may be
used to issue any mew administrative directive
or regulation that would provide employees any
means of voting through any electronic means
in an election to determine a representative for
the purposes of collective bargaining.

SEC. 409. No Federal funds may be made avail-
able to alter or affect the administration, imple-
mentation, or enforcement of the final rule enti-
tled ‘‘Joint Employer Status Under the National
Labor Relations Act’” (86 Fed. Reg. 11184) and
dated February 26, 2020.

NATIONAL MEDIATION BOARD
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For expenses necessary to carry out the provi-
sions of the Railway Labor Act, including emer-
gency boards appointed by the President,
$15,113,000.

OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH REVIEW
COMMISSION

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For expenses mecessary for the Occupational
Safety and Health Review Commission,
315,449,000.

RAILROAD RETIREMENT BOARD
DUAL BENEFITS PAYMENTS ACCOUNT

For payment to the Dual Benefits Payments
Account, authorized under section 15(d) of the
Railroad Retirement Act of 1974, $8,000,000,
which shall include amounts becoming available
in fiscal year 2024 pursuant to section
224(c)(1)(B) of Public Law 98-76; and in addi-
tion, an amount, not to exceed 2 percent of the
amount provided herein, shall be available pro-
portional to the amount by which the product of
recipients and the average benefit received ex-
ceeds the amount available for payment of vest-
ed dual benefits: Provided, That the total
amount provided herein shall be credited in 12
approximately equal amounts on the first day of
each month in the fiscal year.

FEDERAL PAYMENTS TO THE RAILROAD
RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS

For payment to the accounts established in
the Treasury for the payment of benefits under
the Railroad Retirement Act for interest earned
on unnegotiated checks, $150,000, to remain
available through September 30, 2025, which
shall be the maximum amount available for pay-
ment pursuant to section 417 of Public Law 98—
76.

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATION

For necessary expenses for the Railroad Re-
tirement Board (‘“‘Board’’) for administration of
the Railroad Retirement Act and the Railroad
Unemployment Insurance Act, $103,000,000, to be
derived in such amounts as determined by the
Board from the railroad retirement accounts



H5764

and from moneys credited to the railroad unem-
ployment insurance administration fund: Pro-
vided, That notwithstanding section 7(b)(9) of
the Railroad Retirement Act this limitation may
be used to hire attorneys only through the ex-
cepted service: Provided further, That the pre-
vious proviso shall not change the status under
Federal employment laws of any attorney hired
by the Railroad Retirement Board prior to Janu-
ary 1, 2013: Provided further, That notwith-
standing section 7(b)(9) of the Railroad Retire-
ment Act, this limitation may be used to hire
students attending qualifying educational insti-
tutions or individuals who have recently com-
pleted qualifying educational programs using
current excepted hiring authorities established
by the Office of Personnel Management.
LIMITATION ON THE OFFICE OF INSPECTOR
GENERAL

For expenses necessary for the Office of In-
spector General for audit, investigatory and re-
view activities, as authorized by the Inspector
General Act of 1978, not more than $14,000,000,
to be derived from the railroad retirement ac-
counts and railroad unemployment insurance
account.

SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION

PAYMENTS TO SOCIAL SECURITY TRUST FUNDS

For payment to the Federal Old-Age and Sur-
vivors Insurance Trust Fund and the Federal
Disability Insurance Trust Fund, as provided
under sections 201(m) and 1131(b)(2) of the So-
cial Security Act, $10,000,000.

SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY INCOME PROGRAM

For carrying out titles XI and XVI of the So-
cial Security Act, section 401 of Public Law 92—
603, section 212 of Public Law 93-66, as amend-
ed, and section 405 of Public Law 95-216, includ-
ing payment to the Social Security trust funds
for administrative expenses incurred pursuant
to section 201(g)(1) of the Social Security Act,
$45,455,426,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That any portion of the
funds provided to a State in the current fiscal
year and not obligated by the State during that
year shall be returned to the Treasury: Provided
further, That not more than $91,000,000 shall be
available for research and demonstrations under
sections 1110, 1115, and 1144 of the Social Secu-
rity Act, and remain available through Sep-
tember 30, 2026.

For making, after June 15 of the current fiscal
year, benefit payments to individuals under title
XVI of the Social Security Act, for unantici-
pated costs incurred for the current fiscal year,
such sums as may be necessary.

For making benefit payments under title XVI
of the Social Security Act for the first quarter of
fiscal year 2025, $21,700,000,0000, to remain
available until expended.

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For mnecessary expenses, including the hire
and purchase of two passenger motor vehicles,
and not to exceed $20,000 for official reception
and representation expenses, mot more than
$11,951,978,000 may be expended, as authorized
by section 201(g9)(1) of the Social Security Act,
from any one or all of the trust funds referred
to in such section: Provided, That not less than
$2,700,000 shall be for the Social Security Advi-
sory Board: Provided further, That unobligated
balances of funds provided under this para-
graph at the end of fiscal year 2024 not needed
for fiscal year 2024 shall remain available until
expended to invest in the Social Security Admin-
istration information technology and tele-
communications hardware and software infra-
structure, including related equipment and non-
payroll administrative expenses associated solely
with this information technology and tele-
communications infrastructure: Provided fur-
ther, That the Commissioner of Social Security
shall notify the Committees on Appropriations
of the House of Representatives and the Senate
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prior to making unobligated balances available
under the authority in the previous proviso:
Provided further, That reimbursement to the
trust funds under this heading for expenditures
for official time for employees of the Social Se-
curity Administration pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 7131,
and for facilities or support services for labor or-
ganizations pursuant to policies, regulations, or
procedures referred to in section 7135(b) of such
title shall be made by the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, with interest, from amounts in the general
fund mnot otherwise appropriated, as soon as
possible after such expenditures are made.

In addition, $1,851,000,000 may be expended,
as authorized by section 201(g)(1) of the Social
Security Act, from any one or all of the trust
funds referred to in such section, to remain
available through March 31, 2025, for the costs
associated with continuing disability reviews
under titles II and XVI of the Social Security
Act, including work-related continuing dis-
ability reviews to determine whether earnings
derived from services demonstrate an individ-
ual’s ability to engage in substantial gainful ac-
tivity, for the costs associated with conducting
redeterminations of eligibility under title XVI of
the Social Security Act, for the costs of co-oper-
ative disability investigation units, and for the
costs associated with the prosecution of fraud in
the programs and operations of the Social Secu-
rity Administration by Special Assistant United
States Attorneys: Provided, That, of such
amount, $273,000,000 is provided to meet the
terms of section 251(b)(2)(B)(ii)(111) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985, as amended, and $1,578,000,000 is
additional new budget authority specified for
purposes of section 251(b)(2)(B)(i)(XI) of such
Act: Provided further, That, of the additional
new budget authority described in the preceding
proviso, $18,000,000 may be transferred to the
“Office of Inspector General’, Social Security
Administration, for the costs of jointly operated
co-operative disability investigation units: Pro-
vided further, That such transfer authority is in
addition to any other transfer authority pro-
vided by law: Provided further, That the Com-
missioner shall provide to the Congress (at the
conclusion of the fiscal year) a report on the ob-
ligation and expenditure of these funds, similar
to the reports that were required by section
103(d)(2) of Public Law 104-121 for fiscal years
1996 through 2002: Provided further, That none
of the funds described in this paragraph shall be
available for transfer or reprogramming except
as specified in this paragraph.

In addition, $150,000,000 to be derived from
administration fees in excess of $5.00 per supple-
mentary payment collected pursuant to section
1616(d) of the Social Security Act or section
212(b)(3) of Public Law 93-66, which shall re-
main available until expended: Provided, That
to the extent that the amounts collected pursu-
ant to such sections in fiscal year 2024 exceed
$150,000,000, the amounts shall be available in
fiscal year 2025 only to the extent provided in
advance in appropriations Acts.

In addition, up to $1,000,000 to be derived from
fees collected pursuant to section 303(c) of the
Social Security Protection Act, which shall re-
main available until expended.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For expenses mecessary for the Office of In-
spector General in carrying out the provisions of
the Inspector General Act of 1978, $32,000,000,
together with not to exceed $82,665,000, to be
transferred and expended as authorized by sec-
tion 201(g)(1) of the Social Security Act from the
Federal Old-Age and Survivors Insurance Trust
Fund and the Federal Disability Insurance
Trust Fund: Provided, That $2,000,000 shall re-
main available until expended for information
technology modernization, including related
hardware and software infrastructure and
equipment, and for administrative expenses di-
rectly associated with information technology
modernization.
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In addition, an amount not to exceed 3 per-
cent of the total provided in this appropriation
may be transferred from the ‘‘Limitation on Ad-
ministrative Expenses’’, Social Security Admin-
istration, to be merged with this account, to be
available for the time and purposes for which
this account is available: Provided, That notice
of such transfers shall be transmitted promptly
to the Committees on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives and the Senate at
least 15 days in advance of any transfer.

TITLEV
GENERAL PROVISIONS
(TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 501. The Secretaries of Labor, Health and
Human Services, and Education are authorized
to transfer unexpended balances of prior appro-
priations to accounts corresponding to current
appropriations provided in this Act. Such trans-
ferred balances shall be used for the same pur-
pose, and for the same periods of time, for which
they were originally appropriated.

SEC. 502. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall remain available for ob-
ligation beyond the current fiscal year unless
expressly so provided herein.

SEC. 503. (a) No part of any appropriation
contained in this Act or transferred pursuant to
section 4002 of Public Law 111-148 shall be used,
other than for normal and recognized executive-
legislative relationships, for publicity or propa-
ganda purposes, for the preparation, distribu-
tion, or use of any kit, pamphlet, booklet, publi-
cation, electronic communication, radio, tele-
vision, or video presentation designed to support
or defeat the enactment of legislation before the
Congress or any State or local legislature or leg-
islative body, except in presentation to the Con-
gress or any State or local legislature itself, or
designed to support or defeat any proposed or
pending regulation, administrative action, or
order issued by the executive branch of any
State or local govermment, except in presen-
tation to the executive branch of any State or
local government itself.

(b) No part of any appropriation contained in
this Act or transferred pursuant to section 4002
of Public Law 111-148 shall be used to pay the
salary or expenses of any grant or contract re-
cipient, or agent acting for such recipient, re-
lated to any activity designed to influence the
enactment of legislation, appropriations, regula-
tion, administrative action, or Executive order
proposed or pending before the Congress or any
State government, State legislature or local leg-
islature or legislative body, other than for nor-
mal and recognized executive-legislative rela-
tionships or participation by an agency or offi-
cer of a State, local or tribal government in pol-
icymaking and administrative processes within
the executive branch of that government.

(c) The prohibitions in subsections (a) and (b)
shall include any activity to advocate or pro-
mote any proposed, pending or future Federal,
State or local tax increase, or any proposed,
pending, or future requirement or restriction on
any legal consumer product, including its sale
or marketing, including but not limited to the
advocacy or promotion of gun control.

SEC. 504. The Secretaries of Labor and Edu-
cation are authoriced to make available not to
exceed $28,000 and $20,000, respectively, from
funds available for salaries and expenses under
titles I and III, respectively, for official recep-
tion and representation expenses; the Director
of the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Serv-
ice is authorized to make available for official
reception and representation expenses not to ex-
ceed 35,000 from the funds available for ‘‘Fed-
eral Mediation and Conciliation Service, Sala-
ries and Expenses’’; and the Chairman of the
National Mediation Board is authoriced to make
available for official reception and representa-
tion expenses not to exceed $5,000 from funds
available for “National Mediation Board, Sala-
ries and Expenses’’.

SEC. 505. When issuing statements, press re-
leases, requests for proposals, bid solicitations
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and other documents describing projects or pro-
grams funded in whole or in part with Federal
money, all grantees receiving Federal funds in-
cluded in this Act, including but not limited to
State and local governments and recipients of
Federal research grants, shall clearly state—

(1) the percentage of the total costs of the pro-
gram or project which will be financed with
Federal money;

(2) the dollar amount of Federal funds for the
project or program; and

(3) percentage and dollar amount of the total
costs of the project or program that will be fi-
nanced by non-governmental sources.

SEC. 506. (a) None of the funds appropriated
in this Act, and none of the funds in any trust
fund to which funds are appropriated in this
Act, shall be expended for any abortion.

(b) Nome of the funds appropriated in this
Act, and none of the funds in any trust fund to
which funds are appropriated in this Act, shall
be expended for health benefits coverage that
includes coverage of abortion.

(c) The term ‘‘health benefits coverage’ means
the package of services covered by a managed
care provider or organization pursuant to a con-
tract or other arrangement.

SEC. 507. (a) The limitations established in the
preceding section shall not apply to an abor-
tion—

(1) if the pregnancy is the result of an act of
rape or incest; or

(2) in the case where a woman suffers from a
physical disorder, physical injury, or physical
illness, including a life-endangering physical
condition caused by or arising from the preg-
nancy itself, that would, as certified by a physi-
cian, place the woman in danger of death unless
an abortion is performed.

(b) Nothing in the preceding section shall be
construed as prohibiting the expenditure by a
State, locality, entity, or private person of State,
local, or private funds (other than a State’s or
locality’s contribution of Medicaid matching
funds).

(c) Nothing in the preceding section shall be
construed as restricting the ability of any man-
aged care provider from offering abortion cov-
erage or the ability of a State or locality to con-
tract separately with such a provider for such
coverage with State funds (other than a State’s
or locality’s contribution of Medicaid matching
funds).

(d)(1) None of the funds made available in
this Act may be made available to a Federal
agency or program, or to a State or local govern-
ment, if such agency, program, or government
subjects any institutional or individual health
care entity to discrimination on the basis that
the health care entity does not provide, pay for,
provide coverage of, or refer for abortions.

(2) In this subsection, the term ‘‘health care
entity” includes an individual physician or
other health care professional, a hospital, a pro-
vider-sponsored organization, a health mainte-
nance organization, a health insurance plan, or
any other kind of health care facility, organiza-
tion, or plan.

SEC. 508. (a) None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used for—

(1) the creation of a human embryo or em-
bryos for research purposes; or

(2) research in which a human embryo or em-
bryos are destroyed, discarded, or knowingly
subjected to risk of injury or death greater than
that allowed for research on fetuses in utero
under 45 CFR 46.204(b) and section 498(b) of the
Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 289g(b)).

(b) For purposes of this section, the term
“human embryo or embryos’’ includes any orga-
nism, not protected as a human subject under 45
CFR 46 as of the date of the enactment of this
Act, that is derived by fertilization, par-
thenogenesis, cloning, or any other means from
one or more human gametes or human diploid
cells.

SEC. 509. (a) None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used for any activity that
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promotes the legalization of any drug or other
substance included in schedule I of the sched-
ules of controlled substances established under
section 202 of the Controlled Substances Act ex-
cept for mormal and recognized executive-con-
gressional communications.

(b) The limitation in subsection (a) shall not
apply when there is significant medical evidence
of a therapeutic advantage to the use of such
drug or other substance or that federally spon-
sored clinical trials are being conducted to de-
termine therapeutic advantage.

SEC. 510. None of the funds made available in
this Act may be used to promulgate or adopt
any final standard under section 1173(b) of the
Social Security Act providing for, or providing
for the assignment of, a unique health identifier
for an individual (except in an individual’s ca-
pacity as an employer or a health care pro-
vider), until legislation is enacted specifically
approving the standard.

SEC. 511. None of the funds made available in
this Act may be obligated or expended to enter
into or renew a contract with an entity if—

(1) such entity is otherwise a contractor with
the United States and is subject to the require-
ment in 38 U.S.C. 4212(d) regarding submission
of an annual report to the Secretary of Labor
concerning employment of certain veterans; and

(2) such entity has not submitted a report as
required by that section for the most recent year
for which such requirement was applicable to
such entity.

SEC. 512. None of the funds made available in
this Act may be transferred to any department,
agency, or instrumentality of the United States
Government, except pursuant to a transfer made
by, or transfer authority provided in, this Act or
any other appropriation Act.

SEC. 513. None of the funds made available by
this Act to carry out the Library Services and
Technology Act may be made available to any
library covered by paragraph (1) of section
224(f) of such Act, as amended by the Children’s
Internet Protection Act, unless such library has
made the certifications required by paragraph
(4) of such section.

SEC. 514. (a) None of the funds provided under
this Act, or provided under previous appropria-
tions Acts to the agencies funded by this Act
that remain available for obligation or expendi-
ture in fiscal year 2024, or provided from any ac-
counts in the Treasury of the United States de-
rived by the collection of fees available to the
agencies funded by this Act, shall be available
for obligation or expenditure through a re-
programming of funds that—

(1) creates new programs;

(2) eliminates a program, project, or activity;

(3) increases funds or personnel by any means
for any project or activity for which funds have
been denied or restricted;

(4) relocates an office or employees;

(5) reorganizes or renames offices;

(6) reorganizes programs or activities; or

(7) contracts out or privatizes any functions
or activities presently performed by Federal em-
ployees;
unless the Committees on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives and the Senate are
consulted 15 days in advance of such re-
programming or of an announcement of intent
relating to such reprogramming, whichever oc-
curs earlier, and are notified in writing 10 days
in advance of such reprogramming.

(b) None of the funds provided under this Act,
or provided under previous appropriations Acts
to the agencies funded by this Act that remain
available for obligation or expenditure in fiscal
year 2024, or provided from any accounts in the
Treasury of the United States derived by the
collection of fees available to the agencies fund-
ed by this Act, shall be available for obligation
or expenditure through a reprogramming of
funds in excess of $500,000 or 10 percent, which-
ever is less, that—

(1) augments existing programs, projects (in-
cluding construction projects), or activities;
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(2) reduces by 10 percent funding for any ex-
isting program, project, or activity, or numbers
of personnel by 10 percent as approved by Con-
gress; or

(3) results from any general savings from a re-
duction in personnel which would result in a
change in existing programs, activities, or
projects as approved by Congress;
unless the Committees on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives and the Senate are
consulted 15 days in advance of such re-
programming or of an announcement of intent
relating to such reprogramming, whichever oc-
curs earlier, and are notified in writing 10 days
in advance of such reprogramming.

SEC. 515. (a) None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used to request that a can-
didate for appointment to a Federal scientific
advisory committee disclose the political affili-
ation or voting history of the candidate or the
position that the candidate holds with respect to
political issues not directly related to and nec-
essary for the work of the committee involved.

(b) None of the funds made available in this
Act may be used to disseminate information that
is deliberately false or misleading.

SEC. 516. Within 45 days of enactment of this
Act, each department and related agency fund-
ed through this Act shall submit an operating
plan that details at the program, project, and
activity level any funding allocations for fiscal
year 2024 that are different than those specified
in this Act, the accompanying detailed table in
the Explanatory Materials, or the fiscal year
2024 budget request.

SEC. 517. The Secretaries of Labor, Health and
Human Services, and Education shall each pre-
pare and submit to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives and
the Senate a report on the number and amount
of contracts, grants, and cooperative agreements
exceeding $500,000, individually or in total for a
particular project, activity, or programmatic ini-
tiative, in value and awarded by the Depart-
ment on a mon-competitive basis during each
quarter of fiscal year 2024, but not to include
grants awarded on a formula basis or directed
by law. Such report shall include the name of
the contractor or grantee, the amount of fund-
ing, the governmental purpose, including a jus-
tification for issuing the award on a mon-com-
petitive basis. Such report shall be transmitted
to the Committees within 30 days after the end
of the quarter for which the report is submitted.

SEC. 5§18. None of the funds appropriated in
this Act shall be expended or obligated by the
Commissioner of Social Security, for purposes of
administering Social Security benefit payments
under title II of the Social Security Act, to proc-
ess any claim for credit for a quarter of coverage
based on work performed under a social security
account number that is not the claimant’s num-
ber and the performance of such work under
such number has formed the basis for a convic-
tion of the claimant of a wviolation of section
208(a)(6) or (7) of the Social Security Act.

SEC. 519. None of the funds appropriated by
this Act may be used by the Commissioner of So-
cial Security or the Social Security Administra-
tion to pay the compensation of employees of
the Social Security Administration to administer
Social Security benefit payments, under any
agreement between the United States and Mex-
ico establishing totalization arrangements be-
tween the social security system established by
title II of the Social Security Act and the social
security system of Mexico, which would not oth-
erwise be payable but for such agreement.

SEC. 520. (a) None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used to maintain or establish
a computer network unless such network blocks
the viewing, downloading, and exchanging of
pornography.

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit the
use of funds mecessary for any Federal, State,
tribal, or local law enforcement agency or any
other entity carrying out criminal investiga-
tions, prosecution, or adjudication activities.
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SEC. 521. For purposes of carrying out Execu-
tive Order 13589, Office of Management and
Budget Memorandum M-12-12 dated May 11,
2012, and requirements contained in the annual
appropriations bills relating to conference at-
tendance and expenditures:

(1) the operating divisions of HHS shall be
considered independent agencies; and

(2) attendance at and support for scientific
conferences shall be tabulated separately from
and not included in agency totals.

SEC. 522. Federal agencies funded under this
Act shall clearly state within the text, audio, or
video used for advertising or educational pur-
poses, including emails or Internet postings,
that the communication is printed, published, or
produced and disseminated at United States tax-
payer expense. The funds used by a Federal
agency to carry out this requirement shall be de-
rived from amounts made available to the agen-
cy for advertising or other communications re-
garding the programs and activities of the agen-
cy.

SEC. 523. (a) Federal agencies may use Federal

discretionary funds that are made available in
this Act to carry out up to 10 Performance Part-
nership Pilots. Such Pilots shall be governed by
the provisions of section 526 of division H of
Public Law 113-76, except that in carrying out
such Pilots section 526 shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘‘Fiscal Year 2024 for ‘‘Fiscal Year
2014 in the title of subsection (b) and by sub-
stituting ‘‘September 30, 2028 for ‘‘September
30, 2018’ each place it appears: Provided, That
such pilots shall include communities that have
experienced civil unrest.

(b) In addition, Federal agencies may use
Federal discretionary funds that are made
available in this Act to participate in Perform-
ance Partnership Pilots that are being carried
out pursuant to the authority provided by sec-
tion 526 of division H of Public Law 113-76, sec-
tion 524 of division G of Public Law 113-235, sec-
tion 525 of division H of Public Law 114-113, sec-
tion 525 of division H of Public Law 115-31, sec-
tion 525 of division H of Public Law 115-141, sec-
tion 524 of division A of Public Law 116-94, sec-
tion 524 of division H of Public Law 116-260,
and section 523 of division H of Public Law 117-
103.

(c) Pilot sites selected under authorities in this
Act and prior appropriations Acts may be grant-
ed by relevant agencies up to an additional 5
years to operate under such authorities.

SEC. 524. Not later than 30 days after the end
of each calendar quarter, beginning with the
first month of fiscal year 2024 the Departments
of Labor, Health and Human Services and Edu-
cation and the Social Security Administration
shall provide the Committees on Appropriations
of the House of Representatives and Senate a re-
port on the status of balances of appropriations:
Provided, That for balances that are unobli-
gated and uncommitted, committed, and obli-
gated but unexpended, the monthly reports shall
separately identify the amounts attributable to
each source year of appropriation (beginning
with fiscal year 2012, or, to the extent feasible,
earlier fiscal years) from which balances were
derived.

SEC. 525. The Departments of Labor, Health
and Human Services, and Education shall pro-
vide to the Committees on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives and the Senate a com-
prehensive list of any new or competitive grant
award notifications, including supplements,
issued at the discretion of such Departments not
less than 3 full business days before any entity
selected to receive a grant award is announced
by the Department or its offices (other than
emergency response grants at any time of the
year or for grant awards made during the last
10 business days of the fiscal year, or if applica-
ble, of the program year).

SEC. 526. Notwithstanding any other provision
of this Act, no funds appropriated in this Act
shall be used to purchase sterile needles or sy-
ringes for the hypodermic injection of any ille-
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gal drug: Provided, That such limitation does
not apply to the use of funds for elements of a
program other than making such purchases if
the relevant State or local health department, in
consultation with the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, determines that the State
or local jurisdiction, as applicable, is experi-
encing, or is at risk for, a significant increase in
hepatitis infections or an HIV outbreak due to
injection drug use, and such program is oper-
ating in accordance with State and local law.

SEC. 527. (a) Each department and related
agency funded through this Act shall provide
substantive answers to questions submitted for
the record by members of any congressional
committee within 45 business days after receipt.

(b) There is rescinded an amount equal to
31,000 for each day of the noncompliance period
described in subsection (c) from an account list-
ed in subsection (d).

(c) The mnoncompliance period under sub-
section (b) means the period beginning on the
first day following the failure to comply with
the deadline described in subsection (a) and
ending on the date on which the department or
agency becomes compliant.

(d) Any rescission under subsection (b) shall
be from the applicable following account of the
noncompliant department or agency:

(1)““Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices—Office of the Secretary—General Depart-
mental Management’’

(2) ‘“‘Department of Labor—Departmental
Management—Salaries and Expenses’

(3) “Department of Education—Departmental
Management—Program Administration’’

SEC. 528. Of amounts deposited in the Child
Envollment Contingency Fund under section
2104(n)(2) of the Social Security Act and the in-
come derived from investment of those funds
pursuant to section 2104(n)(2)(C) of that Act,
$13,493,000,000 shall not be available for obliga-
tion in this fiscal year.

SEC. 529. (a) This section applies to: (1) the
Administration for Children and Families in the
Department of Health and Human Services; and
(2) the Chief Evaluation Office and the statis-
tical-related cooperative and interagency agree-
ments and contracting activities of the Bureau
of Labor Statistics in the Department of Labor.

(b) Amounts made available under this Act
which are either appropriated, allocated, ad-
vanced on a reimbursable basis, or transferred
to the functions and organizations identified in
subsection (a) for research, evaluation, or statis-
tical purposes shall be available for obligation
through September 30, 2028: Provided, That
when an office referenced in subsection (a) re-
ceives research and evaluation funding from
multiple appropriations, such offices may use a
single Treasury account for such activities, with
funding advanced on a reimbursable basis.

(c) Amounts referenced in subsection (b) that
are unexpended at the time of completion of a
contract, grant, or cooperative agreement may
be deobligated and shall immediately become
available and may be reobligated in that fiscal
year or the subsequent fiscal year for the re-
search, evaluation, or statistical purposes for
which such amounts are available.

SEC. 530. None of the funds made available by
this Act may be used to carry out any program,
project, or activity that promotes or advances
Critical Race Theory or any concept associated
with Critical Race Theory.

SEC. 531. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act may be
made available to implement, administer, apply,
enforce, or carry out Executive Order 13985 of
January 20, 2021 (86 Fed. Reg. 7009, relating to
advancing racial equity and support for under-
served communities through the Federal Govern-
ment), Executive Order 14035 of June 25, 2021 (86
Fed. Reg. 34593, relating to diversity, equity, in-
clusion, and accessibility in the federal work-
force), or Executive Order 14091 of February 16,
2023 (88 Fed. Reg. 10825 relating to further ad-
vancing racial equity and support for under-
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served communities through the federal govern-
ment).

SEC. 532. None of the funds made available by
this Act may be made available to support, di-
rectly or indirectly, the Wuhan Institute of Vi-
rology, or any laboratory owned or controlled
by the governments of the People’s Republic of
China, the Republic of Cuba, the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran, The Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea, the Russian Federation, the Bolivarian
Republic of Venezuela under the regime of
Nicolas Maduro Moros, or any other country de-
termined by the Secretary of State to be a for-
eign adversary.

SEC. 533. None of the funds made available by
this Act may be used, either directly or indi-
rectly, to conduct or support any gain-of-func-
tion research involving a potential pandemic
pathogen by any country determined by the Sec-
retary of State to be a foreign adversary includ-
ing the People’s Republic of China, the Republic
of Cuba, the Islamic Republic of Iran, The
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the Rus-
sian Federation, or the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela under the regime of Nicolas Maduro
Moros.

SEC. 534. None of the funds made available by
this Act may be used for surgical procedures or
hormone therapies for the purposes of gender af-
firming care.

SEC. 535. None of the funds made available by
this Act may be used to implement, administer,
apply, enforce, or carry out any diversity, eq-
uity, and inclusion office, program, or training.

SEC. 536. None of the funds made available by
this Act may be used to implement, administer,
or enforce Executive Order 14076 (Protecting Ac-
cess to Reproductive Healthcare Services) or Ex-
ecutive Order 14079 (Securing Access to Repro-
ductive and Other Healthcare Services).

SEC. 537. (a) In general.—Notwithstanding
section 7 of title 1, United States Code, section
1738C of title 28, United States Code, or any
other provision of law, none of the funds pro-
vided by this Act, or previous appropriations
Acts, shall be used in whole or in part to take
any discriminatory action against a person,
wholly or partially, on the basis that such per-
son speaks, or acts, in accordance with a Sin-
cerely held religious belief, or moral conviction,
that marriage is, or should be recognized as, a
union of one man and one woman.

(b) Discriminatory action defined.—As used in
subsection (a), a discriminatory action means
any action taken by the Federal Government
to—

(1) alter in any way the Federal tax treatment
of, or cause any tax, penalty, or payment to be
assessed against, or deny, delay, or revoke an
exemption from taxation under section 501(a) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 of, any per-
son referred to in subsection (a);

(2) disallow a deduction for Federal taxr pur-
poses of any charitable contribution made to or
by such person;

(3) withhold, reduce the amount or funding
for, exclude, terminate, or otherwise make un-
available or deny, any Federal grant, contract,
subcontract, cooperative agreement, guarantee,
loan, scholarship, license, certification, accredi-
tation, employment, or other similar position or
status from or to such person;

(4) withhold, reduce, exclude, terminate, or
otherwise make unavailable or deny, any enti-
tlement or benefit under a Federal benefit pro-
gram, including admission to, equal treatment
in, or eligibility for a degree from an edu-
cational program, from or to such person; or

(5) withhold, reduce, exclude, terminate, or
otherwise make unavailable or deny access or
an entitlement to Federal property, facilities,
educational institutions, speech fora (including
traditional, limited, and mnonpublic fora), or
charitable fundraising campaigns from or to
such person.
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(c) Accreditation; Licensure; Certification.—
The Federal Government shall consider accred-
ited, licensed, or certified for purposes of Fed-
eral law any person that would be accredited, li-
censed, or certified, respectively, for such pur-
poses but for a determination against such per-
son wholly or partially on the basis that the
person speaks, or acts, in accordance with a sin-
cerely held religious belief or moral conviction
described in subsection (a).

(RESCISSION)

SEC. 538. Of the unobligated balances in the
“Nonrecurring Expenses Fund’’ established in
section 111(a) of division B of Public Law 116-
93, $11,000,000,000 are hereby permanently re-
scinded.

(RESCISSION)

SEC. 539. Of the unobligated balances avail-
able in Public Law 117-169, $9,774,000,000 avail-
able under section 10301(1)(A)(iii) as of the date
of the enactment of this Act are permanently re-
scinded.

SEC. 540. None of the funds made available by
this Act may be used by the Secretaries of
Labor, Health and Human Services, or Edu-
cation, the Commissioner of the Social Security
Administration, or the head of any other agency
funded in this Act to fly or display a flag over
a federal facility other than the flag of the
United States; the flag of a State, territory, or
the District of Columbia; the flag of an Indian
Tribal Government; the official flag of a U.S.
Department or agency; or the POW/MIA flag.

SEC. 541. (a) None of the funds appropriated
in this Act, and none of the funds in any trust
fund to which funds are appropriated in this
Act, shall be made available to a hospital or any
other entity that administers any postgraduate
physician training program, or any other pro-
gram of training in the health professions, that
provides training in the performance of, or as-
sisting in the performance of, induced abortions,
or in counseling or referrals for such abortions,
if such program—

(1) provides or requires such training for any
participant in such program without the partici-
pant first voluntarily electing to opt-in to un-
dergo such training; or

(2) subjects any participant in such program
to discrimination on the basis that the partici-
pant does not—

(A) voluntarily elect to opt-in to undergo such
training; or

(B) perform, assist in the performance of, or
provide counseling or referrals for, such abor-
tions.

(b) Nothing in this section shall be construed
to permit training described in subsection (a)
that is not otherwise allowed by law.

SPENDING REDUCTION ACCOUNT

SEC. 542. This Act may be cited as the ‘‘De-
partments of Labor, Health and Human Serv-
ices, and Education, and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Act, 2024”°.

The CHAIR. All points of order
against provisions of the bill, as
amended, are waived.

No further amendment to the bill, as
amended, shall be in order except those
printed in part B of House Report 118-
272, amendments en bloc described in
section 3 of House Resolution 864, and
pro forma amendments described in
section 4 of House Resolution 864.

Each further amendment printed in
part B of House Report 118-272 may be
offered only in the order printed in the
report, by the Member designated in
the report, shall be considered as read,
shall be debatable for the time speci-
fied in the report equally divided and
controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amend-
ment except as provided by section 4 of
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House Resolution 864, and shall not be
subject to a demand for division of the
question.

It shall be in order at any time for
the chair of the Committee on Appro-
priations or her designee to offer
amendments en bloc consisting of
amendments printed in part B of House
Report 118-272 not earlier disposed of.
Amendments en bloc shall be consid-
ered as read, shall be debatable for 20
minutes equally divided and controlled
by the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Appro-
priations or their respective designees,
shall not be subjected to amendment,
except as provided by section 4 of
House Resolution 864, and shall not be
subject to a demand for division of the
question.

During consideration of the bill for
amendment, the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on
Appropriations or their respective des-
ignees may offer up to 10 pro forma
amendments each at any point for the
purpose of debate.

AMENDMENTS EN BLOC NO. 1 OFFERED BY MR.

ADERHOLT OF ALABAMA

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Chair, pursuant
to House Resolution 864, I offer amend-
ments en bloc.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will designate
the amendments en bloc.

Amendments en bloc No. 1 consisting
of amendment Nos. 3, 5, 7, 12, 14, 15, 16,
17, 18, 20, 21, 23, 24, 25, 27, 29, 30, 31, 37,
40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51,
52, 53, 56, 57, b9, 60, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 72,
73, 74, 75, 77, 79, and 141, printed in part
B of House Report 118-272, offered by
Mr. ADERHOLT of Alabama:

AMENDMENT NO. 3 OFFERED BY MS. SHERRILL

OF NEW JERSEY

Page 28, line 21, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(reduced by $5,000,000)"".

Page 128, line 9, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $5,000,000)"’.

Page 128, line 10, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $5,000,000)"’.

Page 128, line 15, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $5,000,000)"’.

AMENDMENT NO. 5 OFFERED BY MR. HARRIS OF
MARYLAND

Page 49, line 5, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(increased by $9,500,000)"".

Page 94, line 14, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(decreased by $10,000,000)"’.
AMENDMENT NO. 7 OFFERED BY MS. CARAVEO OF

COLORADO

Page 53, line 6, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $35,000,000) (increased by
$35,000,000)".

AMENDMENT NO. 12 OFFERED BY MS. BOEBERT

OF COLORADO

Page 66, line 19, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘“‘(increased by $2,000,000)"".

Page 94, line 14, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(reduced by $2,000,000)*".
AMENDMENT NO. 14 OFFERED BY MS. CASTOR OF

FLORIDA

Page 56, line 21, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $5,000,000) (increased by
$5,000,000)".

AMENDMENT NO. 15 OFFERED BY MRS. MILLER OF
WEST VIRGINIA

Page 57, line 7, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $5,000,000)"".

Page 94, line 14, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(decreased by $5,000,000)"’.

H5767

AMENDMENT NO. 16 OFFERED BY MR. PFLUGER
OF TEXAS

Page 57, line 7, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $1,500,000) (increased by
$1,500,000)".

AMENDMENT NO. 17 OFFERED BY MR. MURPHY OF
NORTH CAROLINA

Page 57, line 17, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $10,000,000) (increased by
$10,000,000)"’.

AMENDMENT NO. 18 OFFERED BY MS. SHERRILL

OF NEW JERSEY

Page 57, line 17, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(increased by $5,000,000)"".

Page 94, line 14, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(reduced by $5,000,000)".

AMENDMENT NO. 20 OFFERED BY MR. GALLAGHER
OF WISCONSIN

Page 58, line 12, after the dollar amount,
insert “(increased by $5,000,000)’.

Page 94, line 14, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(reduced by $5,000,000)".

AMENDMENT NO. 21 OFFERED BY MR.
GOTTHEIMER OF NEW JERSEY

Page 58, line 12, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $1,000,000)(reduced by
$1,000,000)".

AMENDMENT NO. 23 OFFERED BY MR.
GOTTHEIMER OF NEW JERSEY

Page 63, line 14, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $5,000,000)(reduced by
$5,000,000)"".

AMENDMENT NO. 24 OFFERED BY MS. JACKSON

LEE OF TEXAS

Page 63, line 14, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $2,000,000) (increased by
$2,000,000)"".

AMENDMENT NO. 25 OFFERED BY MR. MURPHY OF
NORTH CAROLINA

Page 64, line 15, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(increased by $1,000,000)"".
Page 94, line 14, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘“‘(reduced by $1,000,000)".
AMENDMENT NO. 27 OFFERED BY MS. PEREZ OF
WASHINGTON

Page 64, line 20, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘“‘(reduced by $5,000,000) (increased by
$5,000,000)".

AMENDMENT NO. 29 OFFERED BY MS. CARAVEO

OF COLORADO

Page 65, line 7, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $10,000,000) (increased by
$10,000,000)’.

AMENDMENT NO. 30 OFFERED BY MR.
GOTTHEIMER OF NEW JERSEY

Page 65, line 19, after the dollar amount,
insert “(increased by $10,000,000)"".

Page 94, line 14, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(decreased by $10,000,000)"".
AMENDMENT NO. 31 OFFERED BY MS. BARRAGAN

OF CALIFORNIA

Page 67, line 15, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (increased by
$1,000,000)".

AMENDMENT NO. 37 OFFERED BY MR. STEIL OF

WISCONSIN

Page 68, line 17, after the dollar amount,
insert “(reduced by $19,000,000)"".

Page 71, line 12, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(increased by $18,000,000)"’.
AMENDMENT NO. 40 OFFERED BY MS. BALINT OF

VERMONT

Page 71, line 12, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $1,953,000) (increased by
$1,953,000)"".
AMENDMENT NO. 41 OFFERED BY MR. MOLINARO

OF NEW YORK

Page 71, line 12, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(increased by $10,000,000) (re-
duced by $10,000,000)’.
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AMENDMENT NO. 42 OFFERED BY MR. MURPHY OF
NORTH CAROLINA

Page 71, line 12, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(increased by $2,000,000)"".

Page 94, line 14, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘“‘(reduced by $2,000,000)".

AMENDMENT NO. 43 OFFERED BY MS. CARAVEO

OF COLORADO

Page 71, line 13, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘“‘(reduced by $7,000,000) (increased by
$7,000,000)".

AMENDMENT NO. 44 OFFERED BY MR. BARR OF

KENTUCKY

Page 73, line 4, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(increased by $8,000,000)".

Page 74, line 12, after the dollar amount,
insert “(reduced by $8,000,000)".

AMENDMENT NO. 45 OFFERED BY MR.
GOTTHEIMER OF NEW JERSEY

Page 73, line 4, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(increased by $10,000,000)"".

Page 94, line 14, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(decreased by $10,000,000).
AMENDMENT NO. 46 OFFERED BY MS. PETTERSEN

OF COLORADO

Page 73, line 4, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)".

Page 94, line 14, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(reduced by $2,000,000)".
AMENDMENT NO. 47 OFFERED BY MR. MOLINARO

OF NEW YORK

Page 73, line 21, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘“‘(increased by $2,000,000) (re-
duced by $2,000,000)"’.
AMENDMENT NO. 48 OFFERED BY MR. STEUBE OF

FLORIDA

Page 79, line 15, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $2,000,000) (increased by
$2,000,000)".

AMENDMENT NO. 49 OFFERED BY MRS. RAMIREZ
OF ILLINOIS

Page 81, line 14, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $10,000,000) (increased by
$10,000,000)"".

AMENDMENT NO. 50 OFFERED BY MR. CISCOMANI
OF ARIZONA

Page 84, line 5, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $750,000,000) (Increased by
$750,000,000)"".

AMENDMENT NO. 51 OFFERED BY MS. JACKSON

LEE OF TEXAS

Page 84, line 5, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $2,000,000) (increased by
$2,000,000)".

AMENDMENT NO. 52 OFFERED BY MR. MOLINARO
OF NEW YORK

Page 89, line 21, after the first dollar
amount, insert “‘(increased by $5,000,000) (re-
duced by $5,000,000)"".

AMENDMENT NO. 53 OFFERED BY MR. DUNN OF

FLORIDA

Page 93, line 3, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $400,000,000) (increased by
$400,000,000)"’.

AMENDMENT NO. 56 OFFERED BY MR. HUDSON OF
NORTH CAROLINA

Page 94, line 14, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘“‘(reduced by $2,000,000)’.
Page 96, line 22, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(increased by $2,000,000)"’.
AMENDMENT NO. 57 OFFERED BY MRS. KIGGANS
OF VIRGINIA
Page 96, line 5, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $196,000,000) (increased by
$196,000,000)"".
AMENDMENT NO. 59 OFFERED BY MRS. HOUCHIN
OF INDIANA
Page 128, line 9, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $1,000,000) (reduced by
$1,000,000)"".

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

AMENDMENT NO. 60 OFFERED BY MRS. HOUCHIN
OF INDIANA

Page 128, line 10, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $1,000,000) (reduced by
$1,000,000)’.

AMENDMENT NO. 64 OFFERED BY MR. DAVID

SCOTT OF GEORGIA

Page 132, line 16, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $15,000,000) (increased by
$15,000,000)"’.

AMENDMENT NO. 65 OFFERED BY MR. MOLINARO
OF NEW YORK

Page 134, line 6, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $10,000,000) (increased by
$10,000,000)"’.

AMENDMENT NO. 66 OFFERED BY MR. MOLINARO
OF NEW YORK

Page 134, line 6, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $10,000,000) (increased by
$10,000,000)"’.

AMENDMENT NO. 67 OFFERED BY MR. STEIL OF

WISCONSIN

Page 134, line 6, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $5,000,000)’.

Page 134, line 7, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $5,000,000)’.

Page 145, line 7, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $5,000,000)’.

AMENDMENT NO. 68 OFFERED BY MR. MCGARVEY
OF KENTUCKY

Page 138, line 19, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000) (reduced by
$2,000,000)’.

AMENDMENT NO. 72 OFFERED BY MR. MOLINARO
OF NEW YORK

Page 142, line 4, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $10,000,000) (increased by
$10,000,000)"".

AMENDMENT NO. 73 OFFERED BY MS. MOORE OF
WISCONSIN

Page 142, line 4, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (increased by
$1,000,000)’.

AMENDMENT NO. 74 OFFERED BY MRS. RAMIREZ
OF ILLINOIS

Page 142, line 4, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $10,000,000) (increased by
$10,000,000)"".

AMENDMENT NO. 75 OFFERED BY MRS. RAMIREZ
OF ILLINOIS

Page 142, line 4, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $10,000,000) (increased by
$10,000,000)"".

AMENDMENT NO. 77 OFFERED BY MR. LAWLER OF
NEW YORK

Page 145, line 14, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘“‘(increased by $105,000,000) (reduced by
$105,000,000)"".

AMENDMENT NO. 79 OFFERED BY MR.
GOTTHEIMER OF NEW JERSEY

Page 167, line 12, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $10,000,000) (reduced by
$10,000,000)"’.

AMENDMENT NO. 141 OFFERED BY MR.
SCHWEIKERT OF ARIZONA

Page 66, line 16, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $5,000,000)".

Page 94, line 14, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(reduced by $5,000,000)"".

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 864, the gentleman from Ala-
bama (Mr. ADERHOLT) and the gentle-
woman from Connecticut (Ms.
DELAURO) each will control 10 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Alabama.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Chair, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. MURPHY).

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of the bipartisan amendments
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submitted by myself and my friend
Congressman COSTA which would trans-
fer $1 million from the HHS Secretary’s
general department management ac-
count to the National Institute of Neu-
rological Disorders and Stroke to begin
to design the infrastructure for the Pe-
diatric-Onset Epilepsies Consortium.

The Consortium would enable cooper-
ative research studies, accelerate the
development of knowledge about the
epilepsies, and rapidly advance thera-
peutic options and their implementa-
tion to improve treatments and
healthcare outcomes.

As a co-chair of the Congressional
Epilepsy Caucus, along with Congress-
man COSTA, I am proud to offer this bi-
partisan amendment to support mil-
lions of Americans with epilepsy.

Just to give you a few statistics.
More than 3.4 million individuals and
their families are affected by epilepsy
in the U.S. today, with nearly 500,000
children having epilepsy in the United
States. One in 26 individuals will be di-
agnosed with epilepsy during their life-
time.

As November is Epilepsy Awareness
Month, we must continue to build
awareness around epilepsy, reduce the
stigma applied to it, and educate the
public and physicians on epilepsy dis-
orders.

I thank Representative CosTA for his
support and co-leading this amend-
ment. This is personal to me, as I have
a child who has dealt with epilepsy now
for close to 16 years and is doing well,
but I want other individuals from
across the country to do well also.

Mr. Chair, I encourage a ‘‘yes’ vote
on the amendment.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chair, I rise in support of the
amendments en bloc, and in support of
the amendment with regard to the CDC
ALS registry, which increases the
funding for the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention’s National
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis, ALS,
Registry.

I cannot talk about ALS without ac-
knowledging the remarkable Ady
Barkan, who died earlier this month.
ALS is a cruel disease. Ady and Brian
Wallach, who continues his own battle
against ALS, are two of the amazing
advocates who are changing the face of
medical advocacy in this country. I
support this amendment in their
honor.

The ALS Registry collects and ana-
lyzes information about persons with
ALS in the United States. It advances
our understanding of the disease. With
approximately 30,000 participants, the
ALS Registry has provided crucial in-
formation to guide future research.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
support the amendment, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Chair, I yield 3
minutes to gentleman from Maryland
(Mr. HARRIS), the chair of Sub-
committee on Agricultural and also a
member of our Subcommittee on
Labor, Health and Human Services.
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Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Chair, I rise today
to offer amendment No. 5 included in
the en bloc, to increase our investment
in the health workforce and to decrease
spending for the Office of the Secretary
of HHS, who has driven this historic
health workforce shortage.

In December of 2020, Congress passed
the No Surprises Act, which was the re-
sult of a yearslong effort to ban sur-
prise medical bills in a way that both
takes the patient out of the middle and
sets up a fair process for the provider
and payer to negotiate the resulting
bill.

Unfortunately, the administration
has implemented the policy in such a
way that has tilted the scales in favor
of the big insurance companies at
every possible turn.

Historically, Medicare has reim-
bursed physicians for their services at
a lower rate than private insurance,
which is why many providers don’t
even accept Medicare. In fact, 42 per-
cent of psychiatrists don’t accept Medi-
care patients. Most providers rely on
private insurance to keep their prac-
tices open.

Now, due to the botched implementa-
tion of the No Surprises Act, private
insurance companies are paying the
same or less than Medicare, which, as
we unfortunately predicted, is forcing
doctors to close their practices and de-
creases access to patient care.

Someone told me a long time ago, if
you are losing money on every patient,
you can’t make up for it on volume.
The fact of the matter is that the Sec-
retary is not enforcing the No Sur-
prises Act as written.

Once an out-of-network bill is gen-
erated, we set up a 30-30-30-day
timeline. The doctor and insurance
company have 30 days to agree on a
payment amount, or else either side
can initiate the arbitration process.
The arbiter has 30 days to determine
the appropriate payment, and then the
insurance company has 30 days to pay
the provider.

This timeline is simply not hap-
pening in a majority of cases. On aver-
age, it takes 236 days for a payment
dispute to be resolved and paid. A re-
cent survey found that after arbitra-
tion, 52 percent of the insurance com-
panies aren’t making payments at all.

Unfortunately, the Secretary has im-
plemented this policy poorly and with-
out serious enforcement. As a result,
doctors are leaving the workforce in
droves. Forcing doctors to provide care
for which they may never receive pay-
ment is unsustainable.

Because the Secretary is perpet-
uating the healthcare workforce short-
age, this amendment would decrease
the Office of the Secretary of HHS and
increase the top line of the HRSA
Health Workforce accounts.

Mr. Chair, I urge all Members to sup-
port this amendment, which would pe-
nalize the Secretary for driving the
health workforce shortage.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. BARRAGAN).
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Ms. BARRAGAN. Mr. Chair, I rise in
support of this bipartisan en bloc,
which includes my amendment to in-
crease funding for the Research Endow-
ment Program at the National Insti-
tute of Minority Health and Health
Disparities.

This program has bipartisan support.
Earlier this year, Democrats and Re-
publicans called for an increase in
funding through a letter I led to House
Appropriations.

My colleague Representative BUDDY
CARTER in the House and Senator CAS-
SIDY in the Senate worked hard in the
last Congress to pass my bill, the John
Lewis NIMHD Research Endowment
Revitalization Act. It was signed into
law, but now we need to increase the
funding to this program so schools like
Charles R. Drew University,
Moorehouse School of Medicine, and
many others, can continue to conduct
critical research into minority health
disparities. Increased funding will sup-
port existing and new grantees.

Mr. Chair, I urge support for my
amendment so we can fund research to
reduce health disparities and save
lives.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Chair, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume, and I
rise to support another amendment in
the en bloc.

This is the Congressman
GOTTHEIMER’s amendment with regard
to safe school drinking water. I rise in
support of the amendment, and I thank
the Representative for sponsoring the
amendment and allowing this time to
talk about the importance of safe
drinking water at schools.

Children are more susceptible to lead
exposure because their bodies are still
rapidly developing. Approximately
400,000 schools and childcare centers
are served by a lead service line or
pipes and other fixtures.

Let me be clear. There is no amount
of lead that can be tolerated in the
body. We know what happened in Flint,
Michigan. Thousands of children were
lead poisoned.

I met most recently with medical
staff who was trying to work with
these children, because of their brain,
their slow development, et cetera, all
as a result of a political decision allow-
ing for the contamination of water
with lead and lead poisoning so many
thousands of children in Flint, Michi-
gan.
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That is why clean and safe drinking
water at schools is so critically impor-
tant. That is our responsibility. The
CDC funding allows health depart-
ments to develop partnerships with
schools, daycare facilities, and early
childhood education centers to
strengthen blood lead testing reporting
and link lead-exposed children to rec-
ommended services. The earlier they
get their services, the more likely they
are to be able to grow and thrive.
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Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues
to support this en bloc amendment,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Chairman, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Chair, pursuant to
House Resolution 864, | rise in support of the
En Bloc Amendment incorporating the Jack-
son Lee Amendments No. 24 and No. 51 to
H.R. 5894—Labor, Health and Human Serv-
ices, Education, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2024.

| thank my colleagues on the Rules Com-
mittee for making in order Jackson Lee
Amendment No. 24 and No. 51 and for includ-
ing them in the bipartisan En Bloc Amend-
ment.

The Jackson Lee Amendments No. 24 and
No. 51 are potentially life altering amendments
in an unfortunate and distracting appropria-
tions bill.

The Jackson Lee Amendment No. 24 as in-
corporated into En Bloc Amendment is an im-
portant amendment that seeks to increase and
decrease by $2 million the National Cancer In-
stitute in order to research ftriple negative
breast cancer.

Breast cancer accounts for 12.5 percent of
all new annual cancer cases worldwide, mak-
ing it the most common cancer in the world.

This issue is extremely important, especially
for the brave men and women in the military,
who are up to 20 to 40 percent more likely to
develop breast cancer.

There are few people in this country whose
lives have not been touched by breast cancer.

Yet, there are persistent disparities in breast
cancer incidence and death rates.

Breast cancer is the leading cause of can-
cer-related death in the United States for
Black and Hispanic women.

Black women are more likely to die from
breast cancer than women of any other racial
or ethnic group.

Experts believe that it's partially because
about 1 in 5 Black women is diagnosed with
triple-negative breast cancer, more than any
other racial or ethnic group.

Compared with non-Hispanic white women,
Black women are less likely to receive guide-
line adherent care and have an approximate
2-fold higher mortality incidence, resulting in a
disproportionately higher risk of death from
Triple Negative Breast Cancer.

Triple Negative Breast Cancer (“TNBC”) is
one of many forms of breast cancer and ac-
counts for about 15 to 30 percent of all diag-
nosed invasive breast cancer cases in the
United States.

Due to its aggressive behavior, TNBC grows
quickly and is more likely to have spread at
the time it is found and is more likely to come
back after treatment than other types of breast
cancer.

TNBC cells do not contain (are “negative
for”) three key receptors that medicines typi-
cally target in other types of breast cancers;
therefore, there are limited treatment options
that can be used to treat the cancer.

Patients with an early diagnosis can often
be treated with chemotherapy, radiation, and
surgery; however, the limited therapies avail-
able specifically addressing the management
of TNBC has made treating this disease a
challenge for clinicians.

Recent innovation in targeted therapies
have fueled advances in the fight against
TNBC.
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Advances in breast cancer screening and
treatment over the last few decades have re-
duced the overall breast cancer mortality rate,
yet the disproportionate impact of TNBC on
racial and ethnic minority communities raises
considerations about the underlying deter-
minants driving the disparities.

It is necessary to promote TNBC education,
raise awareness about the disease-related dis-
parities, and tackle inequities within the health
care delivery such as inadequate access to
screening, diagnostic testing, and care, to im-
prove early detection and survival.

The Jackson Lee Amendment No. 24 would
allow for more research so we can one day
hopefully learn a way to reduce the number of
Americans affected by breast cancer.

Additionally, | have introduced H.R. 225, the
Triple-Negative Breast Cancer Research and
Education Act of 2023, which focuses on ex-
panding, intensifying, and coordinating pro-
grams for the conduct and support of research
on triple-negative breast cancer, a type of
breast cancer that is difficult to detect but dis-
proportionately impacts African American and
Hispanic women.

The Jackson Lee Amendment No. 51 as in-
corporated into En Bloc Amendment is an im-
portant amendment that seeks to increase and
decrease by $2 million the Head Start Act, in-
cluding Head Start partnerships.

| think we can all agree children are our fu-
ture and that we should invest to make our fu-
ture better and brighter.

As Chair of the Congressional Children’s
Caucus, | am extremely passionate about the
wellbeing and education of children.

One of the objectives of the Congressional
Children’s Caucus is to ensure that all the chil-
dren in this country have an opportunity to re-
ceive an education, including early childhood
development.

Head Start helps all children succeed, espe-
cially vulnerable children.

If we continue to underfund education in the
United States our children will suffer, we will
dismantle public education, and we will be
weaker as a nation.

This legislation would kick teachers out of
classrooms.

The United States is already in a teacher
shortage and this bill would cut another
22,300 teachers from Texas schools due to
cuts from Title 1.

This bill would severely impact teachers and
students all over the state of Texas, where the
Texas Education Agency has already decided
to unnecessarily takeover Houston ISD.

Houston ISD is the largest school district in
the state, with a student population of more
than 200,000, according to a breakdown by
the Texas Tribune.

A TEA takeover would have a negative im-
pact on each Independent School District
(ISD) because a board of managers are not
elected, and they don’t have to answer to the
constituents in those districts.

State takeovers in other districts have led to
school closures, layoffs, and no improvements
in test scores.

The vast majority of school districts that
have been taken over by state agencies (TEA
included) have not improved but declined.

TEA has no experience managing a district
of 200k plus scholars and we should not suffer
as the guinea pigs.

Texas is behind the national average of how
much the state spends per student in the
classroom.
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More specifically, data from the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau shows that Texas spends $3,000
less than the national average.

We have to stop the State from intermed-
dling and overstepping into our educational
systems—causing further harm and damage
to our communities.

This legislation will make cuts to schools
and communities that are already suffering.

With the pandemic, burnout and the rise in
the cost of living, teachers are already strug-
gling, and this bill will only add to that.

Without the support of our teachers, stu-
dents will be left behind.

| recognize that we are in the midst of aus-
tere budgetary and political times, however,
we cannot continue to ignore the return on in-
vestment that advanced developments in
health research and education will yield to the
American public.

For these reasons, | urge my colleagues to
support the bipartisan En Bloc Amendment in-
corporating my amendment, the Jackson Lee
Amendments No. 24 and No. 51.

While the negatives of this appropriations
bill disappointingly outweigh my positive
amendments, | respectfully ask my colleagues
to vote in favor of this amendment notwith-
standing my strong opposition and encourage-
ment to vote down the underlying bill.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendments en bloc offered by the
gentleman from Alabama (Mr. ADER-
HOLT).

The en bloc amendments were agreed
to.

AMENDMENT NO. 1 OFFERED BY MRS. MILLER OF
ILLINOIS

The CHAIR. It is now in order to con-
sider amendment No. 1 printed in part
B of House Report 118-272.

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Mr. Chair, I
have an amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will designate
the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 23, line 8, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $536,922,000)’.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 864, the gentlewoman from Illi-
nois (Mrs. MILLER) and a Member op-
posed each will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Illinois.

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise today in support of my
amendment to defund Joe Biden’s rad-
ical Occupational Safety and Health
Administration.

Under Joe Biden, OSHA attempted to
fire 84 million Americans if they didn’t
take an experimental vaccine or show
their private medical documents to
their employer.

The Supreme Court had to step in
and tell Joe Biden he did not have the
authority to force Big Pharma’s experi-
mental vaccine on the American peo-
ple.

It shouldn’t take the Supreme Court
to stop OSHA from attempting to force
an experimental vaccine on 84 million
Americans.

I had the opportunity to question the
OSHA Assistant Secretary during an
Education and the Workforce Com-
mittee hearing. I asked him if he
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agreed with the court decision and
would commit to never attempting to
force a vaccine mandate again. He re-
fused.

We must rein in OSHA, which is ex-
actly what this amendment does.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chairman, I
claim the time in opposition.

The CHAIR. The gentlewoman from
Connecticut is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chairman, I rise
in strong opposition to this amend-
ment.

For over 50 years, the mission of the
Department of Labor’s Occupational
Safety and Health Administration has
been to assure safe and healthful work-
ing conditions for working men and
women by setting and enforcing stand-
ards by providing training, outreach,
education, and assistance.

OSHA is responsible for making sure
employers provide safe workplaces.
Since OSHA was created in 1971, the
number of workplace deaths and the
rate of on-the-job injuries has declined
by 65 percent—with a workforce twice
as large.

During that time, OSHA issued life-
saving standards for asbestos, lead,
carcinogens, chemical exposure, and
blood-borne pathogens. Do we not want
standards for those illnesses and disas-
ters?

The agency has enforced these stand-
ards and provided assistance to em-
ployers to keep American workers safe
on the job.

Make no mistake, by eliminating all
funding for OSHA, this amendment re-
sults in an unconscionable spike in
workplace injury, illness, and death.

In the most recent Bureau of Labor
Statistics report, there were 2.8 million
nonfatal workplace injuries in 2022.
This is up 7% percent over 2021. In 2021,
there were 5,190 workplace fatalities.
That is up 8.9 percent.

This is a reckless amendment. This
says we don’t care what kind of condi-
tions workers are working in and that
we ought to go back to the industrial
revolution. It should be clear. This is a
reckless amendment, and I urge my
colleagues to vote ‘‘no.”

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Mr. Chair-
man, what is reckless is trying to force
84 million American workers to take
an experimental vaccine. OSHA needs
to be reined in. It took the Supreme
Court’s action to stop them.

Mr. Chairman, I support this amend-
ment to hold the Biden administration
accountable, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chairman, I op-
pose the amendment, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Mrs. MILLER).

The question was taken; and the
Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I demand a
recorded vote.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to clause 6 of
rule XVIII, further proceedings on the
amendment offered by the gentle-
woman from Illinois will be postponed.
AMENDMENT NO. 2 OFFERED BY MR. HIGGINS OF

LOUISIANA

The CHAIR. It is now in order to con-
sider amendment No. 2 printed in part
B of House Report 118-272.

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr.
Chair, I have an amendment at the
desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will designate
the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 26, line 4, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(decreased by $1,000,000).

Page 32, line 23, after the dollar amount,
insert “(increased by $1,000,000)’.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 864, the gentleman from Lou-
isiana (Mr. HIGGINS) and a Member op-
posed each will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Louisiana.

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr.
Chairman, over the past few months a
salt mine in my district, Morton Salt’s
Weeks Island Mine, a salt mine that
has been in operation for many, many
years, has been unrighteously targeted
by the Mine Safety and Health Admin-
istration, MSHA.

In particular, there is a singular
MSHA inspector who appears to have a
personal vendetta. These concerns have
been brought to my attention and
MSHA’s leadership has also been ad-
vised. This has been an ongoing issue
between MSHA and Morton Salt.

These are justified concerns, yet they
have fallen on deaf ears at MSHA.
MSHA’s handling of this matter isn’t
just about one company or one mine, I
would say to my colleague across the
aisle. It is about the integrity of our
regulatory institutions and the protec-
tion of due process rights.

In this case, the evidence has been
brought to me that shows a concerning
pattern where enforcement actions
may have been influenced by conflicts
of interest and retaliatory motives,
specifically involving MSHA Inspector
Brandon Olivier.

These allegations are not just trou-
bling, they indicate a potential breach
of trust. This trust is placed in Con-
gress for the oversight role of our regu-
latory bodies.

Furthermore, when Morton Salt
raised these valid concerns to MSHA’s
district manager, Mr. William O’Dell,
their grievances were seemingly ig-
nored, contributing to a breakdown in
the fair and impartial resolution proc-
ess that should be a cornerstone of our
regulatory system.

I am sure my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle would agree with that
general premise. In response to these
findings and to ensure accountability
within MSHA, I am proposing several
amendments.

These are not just punitive measures.
They are essential steps toward restor-
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ing trust and ensuring that such lapses
in judgment and responsibility do not
recur.

Amendment No. 2 that we are cur-
rently discussing will be reducing
MSHA’s salary and expense account
and redirecting funds to the Depart-
ment of Labor’s Office of Inspector
General account.

Mr. Chair, I rise in favor of amend-
ment No. 2. With the cuts in salary
that I have offered in amendments 112
and 113, this amendment would reduce
MSHA’s salary and expense account by
$1 million and reallocate it to the De-
partment of Labor’s Office of Inspector
General, which reflects Congress’ com-
mitment to accountability, given
issues that have arisen in the Morton
Salt case.

Congress should demand ethical en-
forcement from our agencies. Failures,
as in this case, must have oversight
and consequences. This reallocation
strengthens oversight, enhancing the
Inspector General’s capacity to inves-
tigate and ensure fair, unbiased regu-
latory actions.

This measure shows Congress’ dedica-
tion to integrity in Federal institu-
tions, ensuring regulatory bodies like
MSHA maintain high standards of con-
duct.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chairman, I
claim the time in opposition.

The CHAIR. The gentlewoman from
Connecticut is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, this
amendment and the prior one are indic-
ative of the majority’s willingness to
put workers’ health and safety at risk.

Mr. Chair, I rise in strong opposition
to this amendment. Public servants
should be commended and not demon-
ized.

Our Federal Government needs tal-
ented, intelligent, hardworking people
who are willing to bring their skills to
public service.

Proposing to eliminate the salaries of
hardworking public servants is petty.
It really is beneath the dignity of this
body. It is not how we should solve dif-
ferences of opinion on policy.

For 45 years, the mission of the De-
partment of Labor’s Mine Safety and
Health Administration has been to en-
sure that miners can return home from
work every day to their families and
their communities safe and healthy.

When MSHA was created in 1977, the
fatality rate in the mining industry
was more than four times greater than
the average for all industries in the
United States. Since then, mining fa-
talities have dropped sharply as MSHA
has established and enforced workplace
safety standards and worked together
with all stakeholders to prevent fatali-
ties.

For fiscal year 2024, MSHA is
prioritizing additional actions to re-
duce accidents, injuries, and fatalities
involving customer and contract truck
drivers, falls from heights, and lack of
use of personal protective equipment.
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Taking out the agency’s top enforce-
ment official, as this amendment seeks
to do while MSHA completes this im-
portant work, would be reckless and ir-
responsible.

In addition, it is particularly shame-
ful that this amendment targets a non-
political Federal employee who is part
of our Federal civil service.

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues
to vote ‘‘no” on this vindictive amend-
ment, which I believe is small and is
petty, and I reserve the balance of my
time.
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Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr.
Chair, may I inquire how much time I
have remaining.

The CHAIR. The gentleman has 1
minute remaining.

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr.
Chair, I respect the gentlewoman’s op-
position, but I take exception to the
nature of the gentlewoman’s opposi-
tion.

My amendment specifically addresses
the health and safety of the American
workers within that mine because the
health and safety of every American
family begins with economic security.
To have their jobs threatened by the
targeted and vindictive actions and the
abused authority of one regulator, and
for Congress not to act when this has
been brought to our attention, would
be truly shameful.

Mr. Chairman, I respectfully submit
to the gentlewoman that I am using
the mechanisms of Congress constitu-
tionally, specifically to address the
health and welfare of the American
citizens whom I serve.

Mr. Chairman, I urge full support of
my amendment, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I oppose
the amendment, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Louisiana (Mr. HIGGINS).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 4 OFFERED BY MR. CLOUD

The CHAIR. It is now in order to con-
sider amendment No. 4 printed in part
B of House Report 118-272.

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will designate
the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 45, line 9, strike ‘‘Treasure Island Job
Corps Center” and insert ‘“‘Gary Job Corps
Center”.

Page 45, line 20, strike ‘‘Job Corps Program
on Treasure Island” and insert ‘‘Job Corps
Program in San Marcos, Texas’’.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 864, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. CLouUD) and a Member opposed
each will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Chair, my amend-
ment makes a technical fix to what
seems to be a copy and paste drafting
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error in the bill, replacing ‘‘Treasure
Island Job Corps’ in section 114 of the
bill, which was the language signed
into last year’s bill, to ‘“‘Gary Job
Corps Center,” which was supposed to
be in this year’s bill.

The Gary Job Corps facility in San
Marcos, Texas, is one of the largest in
the country and, as such, has a great
deal of excess land. This land is located
adjacent to the fast-growing San
Marcos Regional Airport.

For several years now, the city of
San Marcos has been working closely
with the Gary Job Corps Center and
the Department of Labor on ways for
the city to make better use of that ex-
cess land to the benefit of its citizens.
This area of San Marcos is a key cog in
the regional growth plan for the city
and region, and the use of such addi-
tional land will ensure that the trend
continues as the area brings in more
and more economic investment.

This amendment will simply allow
the Department of Labor to negotiate
directly with the city on dispersal of
such land at fair market value without
having to go through the yearlong GSA
Federal land dispersal process. It rep-
licates an effort that was done last
year with the Treasure Island facility
in California, so there is strong prece-
dent.

By removing some bureaucratic red
tape, the amendment, which has the
blessing of the Department of Labor,
will ensure that San Marcos, Texas,
continues its efforts to be an economic
engine for the region.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
vote in favor of my amendment, which
provides a small technical fix to this
bill.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I claim the
time in opposition.

The CHAIR. The gentlewoman from
Connecticut is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. DELAURO. First of all, Mr.
Chair, let me correct the record here.
The Job Corps provision was not a
drafting error.

I rise in strong opposition to this
amendment.

Treasure Island, a former naval in-
stallation island between Oakland and
San Francisco, was closed in the 1990s
and is undergoing a major redevelop-
ment.

Treasure Island Job Corps is one of
the best-performing sites in the coun-
try and serves over 430 students with
outdated and crumbling buildings. It is
located on a sizable piece of land in the
middle of the island.

The Department of Labor and Treas-
ure Island Development Authority,
TIDA, are jointly examining the possi-
bility of selling or exchanging land
from the Department of Labor to the
Treasure Island Development Author-
ity to allow for additional housing de-
velopment on the island in exchange
for building a brand-new campus for
Job Corps within a smaller portion of
their current site.

Longstanding language on this mat-
ter has been included in appropriations
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bills since 2018. This language waives
potential barriers to an exchange, al-
lowing the Department to retain the
proceeds from a sale to rebuild a more
compact Job Corps site within its cur-
rent boundaries.

There is no cost—let me repeat—no
cost to the Federal Government. For
years, Congress has recognized this as
a win-win: a new Job Corps facility
without additional appropriations and
badly needed additional housing in the
area.

This amendment strikes the ref-
erence to Treasure Island in a general
provision specific to that Job Corps
site and inserts the name of a different
Job Corps site from the author’s State
of Texas.

This amendment is silly and nonsen-
sical, and it breaks from years of prece-
dent around this language.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘“‘no”” on the amendment, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Chair, I will repeat
that Treasure Island Job Corps was in
last year’s bill, and as the majority
drafted this year’s bill, I think we
know what needs to be in the bill. Let
me also point out that President
Biden’s Department of Labor supports
this amendment.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I continue
to oppose the amendment, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. CLOUD).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 6 OFFERED BY MR. MEUSER

The CHAIR. It is now in order to con-
sider amendment No. 6 printed in part
B of House Report 118-272.

Mr. MEUSER. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will designate
the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 49, line 5, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $10,000,000)"".

Page 66, line 8, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $19,000,000)"".

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 864, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. MEUSER) and a Member
opposed each will control 56 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

Mr. MEUSER. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chair, I rise today in support of
my amendment No. 6 to H.R. 5894.

My amendment would increase the
health workforce account in the under-
lying bill by $10 million. This increase
is completely offset by a decrease in
funding for the National Institute of
Nursing Research by $19 million. While
the National Institute of Nursing Re-
search provides funding for important
research, the nursing workforce short-
age is at a critical point, Mr. Chair,
and must be addressed immediately.

The increase in funding for the
health workforce account is intended
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to provide additional funding to Nurse
Corps programs, which would bring the
total funding amount for this program
to $102 million for fiscal year 2024.

This critical HRSA workforce pro-
gram provides scholarship and loan re-
payment opportunities for nurses
working in either a hospital or a com-
munity-based setting located in a crit-
ical shortage facility. Increasing schol-
arship and loan repayment opportuni-
ties will help encourage nurses to serve
at facilities that are facing nursing
shortages.

As we all know, there is a shortage of
healthcare professionals across our
country, especially amongst the nurs-
ing workforce. The nursing workforce
shortage is especially felt in rural com-
munities, including those in my dis-
trict.

This fact was recently reinforced
when I visited the Guthrie Robert
Packer Hospital in Sayre last month.
During this visit, I was able to see the
great work that the hospital was doing
to incorporate new technologies to
combat some of this nursing shortage.

Nevertheless, the American people
deserve this Congress to support such a
critical profession, and we must keep
in mind that this amendment, again, is
fully offset and will aid in our efforts
to resolve the nursing shortage work-
force that exists.

Nurses are the backbone of our hos-
pitals and our healthcare in general,
Mr. Chair, and, again, we must support
this crucial profession.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
support my amendment, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I claim the
time in opposition.

The CHAIR. The gentlewoman from
Connecticut is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, the
amendment would cut funding for the
National Institute of Nursing Research
by $19 million. I support $10 million for
health workforce training, but I am in
total opposition to a $19 million cut to
the National Institute of Nursing Re-
search.

The National Institute of Nursing
Research supports research that devel-
ops the scientific basis for nursing
practice. For example, the NINR is sup-
porting a research initiative to assess
changes in organizational factors that
could mitigate or prevent nurse burn-
out, which we know to be one of the
primary causes of a nursing shortage
and of people leaving the profession.

NINR also supports initiatives such
as the AIM of care initiative to address
high rates of maternal morbidity and
mortality and to prevent adverse ma-
ternal health outcomes. Again, we
know what a serious issue this is in our
Nation with maternal morbidity and
mortality. Women are dying. They
look at these efforts to try to give us
the best information and data possible.

The National Institute of Nursing
Research supports training opportuni-
ties to develop doctorly trained nurse
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scientists at schools of
throughout the United States.

By cutting funding for the National
Institute of Nursing Research, this
amendment would reduce funding for
nursing faculty, which would result in
schools of nursing turning away many
qualified applicants. Let me just say
that, in 2020, over 80,000 qualified appli-
cants were not accepted at schools of
nursing primarily due to a shortage of
clinical sites, faculty, and resources.

This institute is already underfunded
and underappreciated, which is true of
all nursing professions. Maybe that is
why HRSA estimates that the nursing
shortage will grow from 56,000 to 78,000
by 2025.

More importantly, this amendment
demonstrates, once again, that overall
funding in this bill is grossly insuffi-
cient. I support $10 million for training
but not a $19 million cut.

We need to properly fund health
workforce training and the National
Institute of Nursing Research. We
should not be forced to choose between
nurses and nursing research.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
oppose the amendment, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. MEUSER. Mr. Chair, with all due
respect to my colleague, this amend-
ment was developed and created with
the assistance of the nursing commu-
nity from rural hospitals as well as
more urban.

We have in our country a finite level
of resources. We cannot continue to do
things the same way they have always
been done. We need to properly dedi-
cate resources where they will deliver
the most good for the most people.

This bill, by reallocating and having
such an offset, will improve, enhance,
and augment the nursing pipeline for
the critical needs and value that nurses
bring to our hospitals, particularly in
rural communities.

We have a win-win. We have a reduc-
tion in the excessive spending that
takes place. This bill brings account-
ability, and it fortifies the all-impor-
tant professional nursing pipeline now
and for the next generation.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I continue
to oppose the amendment, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. MEUSER).

The amendment was agreed to.

0 1245

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I move to
strike the last word.

The CHAIR. The gentlewoman from
Connecticut is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from Mas-
sachusetts (Ms. CLARK), the Demo-
cratic whip and former member of the
Appropriations Committee and of the
subcommittee, I might add.

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Chairman, I thank the gentlewoman

nursing
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from Connecticut, The Nutmeg State,
The Constitution State, for all her
work and for yielding this time.

Mr. Chair, a budget is a reflection of
our values, and what a low value the
majority places on women and children
in these bills.

In the 2 minutes allotted to me, 40
Americans will be physically abused by
a partner, but instead of standing with
those survivors, MAGA Republicans
are defunding the Violence Against
Women Act and they are taking away
survivors’ access to legal counsel.
Those are the GOP’s values.

MAGA ideology is about controlling
people—their health, their lives, their
bodies, and in these bills, they are con-
tinuing their march toward a national
abortion ban, defunding family plan-
ning programs, banning providers from
talking to patients about abortion
care, and banning medical students
from even learning how to provide safe
abortions. Those are their values.

Millions of parents sent their kids to
school today not knowing if they will
come home safe. The Republicans’ re-
sponse? Unleash more guns onto the
streets, including untraceable ghost
guns. Those are their values.

In these bills, they are gutting public
education and childcare. They are even
defunding programs for missing and ex-
ploited children.

We see the extreme values of the
GOP in these bills. These values are
not shared by the American people. We
are here to serve people. These bills
work against them.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘no.”

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair,
back the balance of my time.

AMENDMENT NO. 8 OFFERED BY MS. BOEBERT

The CHAIR. It is now in order to con-
sider amendment No. 8 printed in part
B of House Report 118-272.

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will designate
the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 54, line 14, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)"’.

Page 54, line 20, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)"’.

Page 94, line 14, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(reduced by $2,000,000)"".

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 864, the gentlewoman from Colo-
rado (Ms. BOEBERT) and a Member op-
posed each will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Colorado.

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Chair, I rise
today to offer my amendment that will
transfer funds from government bu-
reaucracy to the Small Rural Hospital
Improvement Grant Program.

The rural hospital closure crisis con-
tinues to intensify. Unfortunately,
over 138 rural hospitals have closed
since 2010 and over 450 additional facili-
ties are vulnerable to closure.

While recent innovations in
healthcare, such as the implementa-

I yield
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tion of telehealth technology, show
promise to rural communities, rural
America is facing crises that are lead-
ing to dwindling access to essential
care.

Competitive grant programs like the
Small Rural Hospital Improvement
Grant Program play a large role in en-
suring that Americans living in rural
communities can access quality, cost-
effective healthcare.

This program supports small rural
hospitals in meeting value-based pay-
ment and care goals for their respec-
tive organizations through purchases
of hardware, software, and training.

While current spending for rural
health discretionary programs is rel-
atively small in the largest discre-
tionary spending bill, it plays a critical
role in solidifying the fragile
healthcare infrastructure and work-
force in rural communities.

Americans, especially in rural com-
munities, continue to struggle with af-
fordable coverage, yet Joe Biden has
done nothing to actually lower costs.

Let’s empower our rural commu-
nities to keep providing high-quality
healthcare and eliminate red tape and
useless bureaucracy that is standing
between doctors and patients. This
amendment takes an important first
step to accomplish both of these goals.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
support my amendment that will
transfer funds from the HHS bureauc-
racy to the Small Rural Hospital Im-
provement Grant Program. Again, I
urge colleagues to support this amend-
ment, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentle-
woman from Colorado (Ms. BOEBERT).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 9 OFFERED BY MS. BOEBERT

The CHAIR. It is now in order to con-
sider amendment No. 9 printed in part
B of House Report 118-272.

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will designate
the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 54, line 14, after the dollar amount,
insert “(increased by $2,000,000)"’.

Page 55, line 1, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)"".

Page 94, line 14, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘“‘(reduced by $2,000,000)".

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 864, the gentlewoman from Colo-
rado (Ms. BOEBERT) and a Member op-
posed each will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Colorado.

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Chair, I rise
today to offer my straightforward
amendment that seeks to provide more
resources in the bill for telehealth
services for veterans in rural areas.

Colorado’s Third Congressional Dis-
trict has over 100,000 veterans who call
our beautiful State home. I am com-
mitted to ensuring that our veterans
receive the care and respect they have
earned for their service and sacrifice.
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That is why I am here today to talk
about the importance of telehealth for
veterans in rural areas. Telehealth is
the use of technology to deliver
healthcare services remotely, such as
through video, phone, or online plat-
forms.

Telehealth can help veterans access
quality care from the comfort and con-
venience of their homes or nearby loca-
tions without having to travel long dis-
tances or face transportation barriers.

Telehealth is especially important
for veterans who live in rural or highly
rural areas like many of the veterans
in my district.

According to the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, there are 2.8 million
rural veterans who are enrolled in and
rely on VA healthcare systems. How-
ever, these veterans often face chal-
lenges in accessing timely and quality
care due to provider shortages, limited
facilities, and geographical isolation.
These challenges can result in poor
health outcomes, such as higher rates

of chronic diseases, mental health
issues, and, unfortunately, even sui-
cide.

For instance, rural veterans are more
likely to be diagnosed with diabetes,
high blood pressure, and heart condi-
tions than veterans living in more
urban areas. Rural veterans are also 65
percent more likely to die from suicide
than those residing in urban areas.

These statistics are unacceptable.
They are absolutely heartbreaking.
Our veterans deserve better. They de-
serve to have access to the best care
possible regardless of where they live.

I will continue to advocate for these
programs and for the expansion of tele-
health access for rural veterans. I be-
lieve that telehealth is not only a mat-
ter of convenience, but a matter of ne-
cessity. It is a matter of honoring our
veterans and fulfilling our promises to
them.

Let’s pass my amendment so we can
increase telehealth services for vet-
erans in rural areas.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentle-
woman from Colorado (Ms. BOEBERT).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 10 OFFERED BY MS. BOEBERT

The CHAIR. It is now in order to con-
sider amendment No. 10 printed in part
B of House Report 118-272.

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will designate
the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 54, line 14, after the dollar amount,
insert “(increased by $2,000,000)’.

Page 55, line 1, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)"".

Page 94, line 14, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(reduced by $2,000,000)’.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 864, the gentlewoman from Colo-
rado (Ms. BOEBERT) and a Member op-
posed each will control 5 minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Colorado.

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Chair, I rise
today to offer my amendment that will
transfer funds from the Federal bu-
reaucracy to the Rural Emergency
Hospital Technical Assistance Pro-
gram. Programs like the Rural Emer-
gency Hospital Technical Assistance
Program play a large role in ensuring
that Americans living in rural commu-
nities can access quality, cost-effective
healthcare.

The program works to ensure rural
hospitals and the communities they
serve have the information and re-
sources needed to make informed deci-
sions as to whether rural emergency
hospitals are the best model of care for
their communities and facilitate a suc-
cessful implementation of REH re-
quirements for those hospitals con-
verting to this new provider type.

This program provides hospitals and
rural communities considering this
new model assistance across a broad
range of issues, including financial
analysis, workforce or staffing plan-
ning, establishment of referral rela-
tionships and processes, determining
REH service lines, community health
needs, and impact on the community
health system including emergency
medical services.

I will keep working for responsible
healthcare policies that respect the
dignity of individuals, support rural
communities, decrease healthcare
costs, and restore free market competi-
tion to the healthcare industry.

Let’s empower our rural commu-
nities to keep providing high-quality
healthcare and eliminate red tape and
useless bureaucracy that is standing
between doctors and patients. This
amendment takes an important step to
accomplish both of these goals.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
support my amendment that will
transfer funds to the Rural Emergency
Hospital Technical Assistance Pro-
gram, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentle-
woman from Colorado (Ms. BOEBERT).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 11 OFFERED BY MS. BOEBERT

The CHAIR. It is now in order to con-
sider amendment No. 11 printed in part
B of House Report 118-272.

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The CHAIR. The Clerk will designate
the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 54, line 14, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)"’.

Page 55, line 10, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)’.

Page 94, line 14, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $2,000,000)"’.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 864, the gentlewoman from Colo-
rado (Ms. BOEBERT) and a Member op-
posed each will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Colorado.
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Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Chair, I rise
today to offer my amendment that will
transfer funds from government bu-
reaucracy to the Rural Residency Plan-
ning and Development Program to sup-
port physician workforce expansion in
rural areas.

On top of closures, the healthcare
workforce shortages continue to plague
rural communities. Over 75 percent of
rural counties are designated Health
Professional Shortage Areas.

Programs like the Rural Residency
Planning and Development Program
support the development of new rural
residency programs in family medicine,
internal medicine, and psychiatry to
address the physician workforce short-
ages and challenges faced by rural
communities.

Rural residency programs are accred-
ited medical residency training pro-
grams that train residents in rural set-
tings for greater than 50 percent of
their total time in residency and focus
on producing physicians who will prac-
tice in rural communities.

This program also contributes jobs to
rural economies, provides access to a
range of medical services, and
strengthens communities throughout
rural America.

Competitive grant programs, like the
Rural Residency Planning and Develop-
ment Program, play a large role in en-
suring that Americans living in rural
communities can access quality, cost-
effective healthcare.

Let’s support our rural communities
instead of handicapping them with one-
size-fits-all mandates as the Biden ad-
ministration has done.

In September, the Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services proposed a
rule to mandate increased nursing
home staff ratio which will put nursing
homes, particularly in rural areas, in
an impossible dilemma as they grapple
with how to manage current occupancy
levels with the insufficient workforce
available to meet the requirements.

O 1300

Rules like this fail to adequately bal-
ance the needs of both patients and
healthcare staff in rural communities
in the face of the current staffing
shortage gripping our Nation.

This is why we should focus on giving
our rural communities the resources
and support that they need to provide
low-cost, high-quality healthcare.

I urge my colleagues to support my
amendment that will transfer funds to
the Rural Residency Planning and De-
velopment Program to support physi-
cian workforce expansion in rural
areas.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. FITZGERALD).
The question is on the amendment of-
fered by the gentlewoman from Colo-
rado (Ms. BOEBERT).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 13 OFFERED BY MS. BOEBERT

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 13 printed
in part B of House Report 118-272.
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Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 94, line 14, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(reduced by $2,000,000)’.

Page 96, line 22, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)"".

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 864, the gentlewoman
from Colorado (Ms. BOEBERT) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Colorado.

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Chair, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I rise today to offer my amendment
to redirect $2 million in this bill to the
Office of Inspector General to combat
waste, fraud, and abuse.

As a proud member of the House
Committee on Oversight and Reform, I
am a firm believer in holding our gov-
ernment accountable to the people we
serve. Honest, hardworking American
citizens should be able to trust that
their tax dollars are being spent re-
sponsibly. To achieve this goal, the Of-
fice of Inspector General must have the
funding they need to ensure that the
Department of Health and Human
Services is using our tax dollars effi-
ciently and for their intended purpose.

Inspectors general across the Federal
Government have saved taxpayers bil-
lions of dollars and exposed numerous
instances of criminal wrongdoing. Ac-
cording to the most recent report from
the HHS on healthcare fraud and
abuse: “‘In FY 2021, investigations con-
ducted by HHS’s Office of Inspector
General (HHS-OIG) resulted in 504
criminal actions against individuals or
entities that engaged in crimes related
to Medicare or Medicaid, and 669 civil
actions, which include false claims and
unjust enrichment lawsuits filed in the
Federal district court, and civil mone-
tary penalty (CMP) settlements. HHS-
OIG also excluded 1,689 individuals and
entities from participation in Medi-
care, Medicaid, and other Federal
healthcare programs. Among these
were exclusions based on criminal con-
victions for crimes related to Medicare
and Medicaid or to other healthcare
programs, for beneficiary abuse or ne-
glect, and as a vresult of State
healthcare licensure revocations.”’

Mr. Chair, the American people be-
lieve the government is corrupt and
rife with fraud. The only way to ad-
dress these concerns is to promote ac-
countability in the Federal Govern-
ment and ensure that their tax dollars
are used responsibly for their intended
purpose.

My commonsense amendment will
ensure that the HHS Office of Inspector
General has the funding and resources
they need to keep this agency in line.
Two million dollars is a small sum to
pay to restore faith in our institutions
and to potentially uncover billions and
billions in fraud.
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Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
support my amendment to promote ac-
countability and oversight in the De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Colorado (Ms.
BOEBERT).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 19 OFFERED BY MR. MILLS

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 19 printed
in part B of House Report 118-272.

Mr. MILLS. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 58, line 9, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $158,100,000)"’.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 864, the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. MILLS) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

Mr. MILLS. Mr. Chair, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

This amendment cuts back spending
for the Office of Public Health Sci-
entific Services by more than $158 mil-
lion to return us back to our FY19
funding levels. This reins back the irre-
sponsible, ballooned spending that we
have seen during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

The House of Representatives has to
hold itself accountable to fiscal respon-
sibility. We cannot continue to spend
money that we do not have, entrench-
ing our country into more debt that fu-
ture generations will be unable to pay
back.

Our public health offices, particu-
larly during COVID-19, have proven
they do not effectively follow scientific
method. In fact, I would argue that
this body only follows political science,
not medical science. While some of
these offices certainly played roles in
helping to research the effects of
COVID, others like the Office of Public
Health Scientific Services, were inef-
fective and do not serve their purpose.

We do not need another redundant
public health office to advance the po-
liticized work of the Federal Govern-
ment’s public health operations. Fur-
thermore, as a businessowner, I know
the value of industry driving policy
and not policy driving industry. These
cuts encourage increased collaboration
with the private sector to leverage ex-
ternal resources and expertise to sup-
port the public health initiatives.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I claim the
time in opposition.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
from Connecticut is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, this
amendment would reduce the Centers
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for Disease Control and Prevention
Public Health Scientific Services ac-
count by $1568 million.

Bringing this account to the FY 2019
level, think about what it would elimi-
nate: significant advancements in pub-
lic health, negatively impacting the
National Center for Health Statistics,
laboratory science, and public health
data modernization efforts.

I have personal propriety on data
modernization. I championed the estab-
lishment of a public health data mod-
ernization initiative in fiscal year 2020,
just prior to the pandemic, I might
add. This massive undertaking is mov-
ing public health away from the fax
machine and into the 21st century.

Think about what happened during
the pandemic, with all of the labora-
tories around the country. I think
about Connecticut, nearly shut down.
It couldn’t do its work because it
didn’t have the equipment, the mod-
ernization, the ability to collect data
that makes it incredibly important for
us to deal with a pandemic or any
other disease.

I might add, this modernization ini-
tiative provides funding directly to 64
jurisdictions, including States, terri-
tories, large cities, and Tribes. Elimi-
nating this funding impacts the entire
country.

I suspect that my colleague on the
other side of the aisle would agree with
me that the local jurisdictions of pub-
lic health need to have the capacity to
do their job. This funding is critical to
improving jurisdictions’ public health
decisionmaking capabilities. Some
have very highly rated and forward-
thinking decisionmaking capabilities,
and they have what they need, but we
have a lot of communities with mini-
mal capacity.

This is really pretty extraordinary.
We have people entering records by
hand. They are writing their records
out by hand or using software not de-
signed for tracking outbreak data, to
being able to publish provisional na-
tional death data on a weekly basis.
Some places have no capacity to do
this, and they are not reporting the
data so that we have no idea what is
happening.

We all want to know the scope of a
foodborne or infectious disease out-
break in our community. I suspect my
colleague wants that information for
himself, his family, and for his con-
stituents. We all do. However, that
does not happen without the data first
identifying the cases. Our public health
data systems, laboratory resources,
and the National Center for Health
Statistics are already far behind where
we need them to be, and this amend-
ment would only make matters worse.

We should have learned a very, very
big lesson from the pandemic, where
our public health infrastructure in
many instances crashed because of the
lack of technology, the lack of data
collection, the lack of modernizing
their ability to collect that data.
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Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
oppose this amendment, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. MILLS. Mr. Chair, I appreciate
the gentlewoman actually stepping up.
She asked two Kkey questions that I
really liked. First off, what would it
eliminate was one of the questions.
Well, what it would eliminate is the
wasteful and fraudulent spending that
has gone to the NIH, as well as to those
who have actually continued to pursue
things like gain of function under
Fauci, and we saw how that worked
out.

The other thing she also questioned,
what should we have learned. Well,
what we have learned is that we are ac-
tually spinning ourselves into an eco-
nomic abyss; the fact that we are actu-
ally leading the Nation when it comes
to continually frivolous spending. I
love how only in Washington can we
call something emergency spending
levels but then maintain it throughout
the period in which we are going to
move forward.

We have to acknowledge the fact that
in 2019, pre-COVID spending levels, if
you did a 3% percent adjusted rate,
that would get us to an actual spending
cap of $1.477 trillion today, not the
$1.5686 trillion, not the $1.786 trillion,
and certainly not the $2 trillion that
the Democrats want to continue to
spend.

The bottom line, Mr. Chair, is this:
We are not saying that we will not
have the necessary spending for our
public health sectors and others to con-
tinue to do their job. What we are say-
ing is that we should return our spend-
ing levels to pre-COVID, pre-emergency
levels that would be in sync with what
we have always done, at a 3% percent
adjusted rate.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I oppose
the amendment. I think it is not just
for the emergency. We need to have a
very, very strong public health infra-
structure.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. MILLS. Mr. Chair, in closing, it
is very clear that the only thing that
D.C. continues to do successfully is
spend American taxpayer funding. We
did not do what was necessary to miti-
gate these risks. There was always this
2 weeks to slow the curve. I wish there
were 2 weeks to slow our spending. We
need to get back to where we were be-
fore so that we can get control, start
looking at economic growth, start
looking at what is best and having in-
dustry drive the actual policy, not pol-
icy drive the industry. We need to re-
duce and limit the government’s reach
into the public sector to ensure that
they have what they need driven by
them, for them.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MILLS).
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The amendment was agreed to.
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AMENDMENT NO. 22 OFFERED BY MR. GROTHMAN

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 22 printed
in part B of House Report 118-272.

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Chair, I have
an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 62, line 3, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (increased by
$1,000,000)"".

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 864, the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. GROTHMAN) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin.

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Chair, I rise in
support of my amendment, which is an
increase/decrease in prioritized money
for the CDC to do a study on the effec-
tiveness of vitamin D against COVID-
19.

Vitamin D has long been associated
with a healthy immune system, par-
ticularly when combating viral and
respiratory infections. It is evident
that maintaining adequate vitamin D
levels can dramatically improve out-
comes for patients who are infected
with COVID.

I was incredibly disappointed during
the entire COVID scare, when over a
million Americans died, that the public
health establishment did very little to
encourage people to take vitamin D.

There are many studies out there—
they vary from one to the other—from
Spain, from Harvard, from the Univer-
sity of Chicago. In some, they say that
the chance of death can be reduced by
60 percent. In others, they say for peo-
ple with adequate vitamin D levels, 2.3
percent pass away compared to 25.6
percent. In other words, you are 10
times better off with vitamin D.

In any event, the public health estab-
lishment did very little to push this. In
my heart—I have read a lot of this
stuff—I believe we could have cut the
deaths by over 80 percent had they
done it, which is why I want to require
some sort of study out of the CDC to
show this.

The other thing that should have
been done during this COVID thing is if
you went in for a checkup, you should
have had your vitamin D checked. That
should have been automatic. If you
would have had levels, say, under 20,
your doctor could have said that you
are in much worse shape now and that
you have to take vitamin D right
away. They didn’t do that, I think, be-
cause they couldn’t make enough
money on it and because, today, the
medical establishment is too money
driven.

Hopefully, if we do a study and some-
thing like this comes back, we can put
our public health establishment a little
bit more on the ball. I think it was an
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identical thing to COVID. I think it
would reduce the number of deaths by
over 80 percent.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I claim the
time in opposition.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
from Connecticut is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, let me just
preface my comments by saying we are
not scientists, and we are not doctors.
Maybe some are. We may have one or
two, but we are not in the business of
scientific research or in the medical
profession, for the most part.

This amendment calls for the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention to
conduct an exploratory study on the
topic of a supplement, vitamin D defi-
ciencies, and COVID mortality rates.

To make recommendations, Federal
agencies leverage the results of mul-
tiple randomized control trials that
form the same conclusion, which builds
the scientific evidence for rec-
ommendations.

The National Institutes of Health
and academic peers have consistently
found that there is insufficient evi-
dence for a recommendation either for
or against the use of vitamin D for the
prevention or treatment of COVID-19.

Supplements are not a replacement
for preventive measures like a vaccina-
tion. Studies are being conducted on
more effective linkages between
COVID-19 infection and preventive
measures, including vaccination and
ventilation. The CDC should be receiv-
ing additional investments for these
studies, not being told to conduct a
study on this supplement.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘“‘no” on this amendment, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Chair, let me
point out that there are many sci-
entists in different countries who feel
overwhelmingly that vitamin D would
have reduced the number of deaths.

I believe, sadly, that both our re-
search establishment and medical es-
tablishment kind of tilt toward some-
thing that will be more profitable.

If they would have gotten vitamin D
out there in the almost year before
vaccines were available, I think it
would have saved a lot of lives, and it
would have probably saved lives even
after vaccines became available.

It is a mystery to me why the public
health establishment does not get in-
volved and, quite frankly, encourage
people to take vitamin D well beyond
the normal supplement Ilevel. You
should probably take four or five times
the amount of the supplement.

In any event, it is frustrating it
wasn’t done. It is frustrating we
wouldn’t check vitamin D levels when
the cost to check them is, from what I
could tell, if you go through a mail
order thing, like, 50 bucks to check.

Nevertheless, it wasn’t worthwhile
for the medical establishment to do
that. I don’t see any harm in doing a
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study, and it could result in a massive
benefit.

Let me also point out that, dis-
proportionately, people of color were
dying from this disease, and a lot of
people feel the reason they were dying
far in excess of the population as a
whole was because people with darker
skin don’t have as much vitamin D. In
particular, it would have helped people
of color.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. NORCROSS).

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Chair, I thank
the ranking member for recognizing
me.

Mr. Chair, I rise in opposition to the
Republican Labor-HHS appropriations
bill, which, among other cuts, would
slash funding for DOL’s Wage and Hour
Division by nearly 30 percent.

Among other functions of the Wage
and Hour Division, it enforces the
Davis-Bacon Act, which ensures that
workers are fairly compensated. It has
been around since 1931.

Davis-Bacon requires that workers
on Federal construction projects are
paid a prevailing wage, which prevents
workers from being undercut, not being
paid the correct amount of money for
their work.

For this reason, at the appropriate
time, I will offer a motion to recommit
this bill back to committee. If the
House rules permitted, I would have of-
fered the motion with an amendment
to increase funding for the Wage and
Hour Division to improve the full force
of Davis-Bacon.

Mr. Chair, I hope my colleagues will
join me in voting for this motion to re-
commit.

Mr. Chair, I include in the RECORD
the text of my amendment.

Mr. Norcross moves to recommit the bill
H.R. 5894 to the Committee on Appropria-
tions with the following amendment:

Page 18, line 12, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(increased by $155,953,000)’.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I strongly
oppose the amendment, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Chair, I have
nothing more to say other than that I
hope the amendment passes, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
GROTHMAN).

The amendment was agreed to.

The Acting CHAIR. The Chair under-
stands that amendment No. 26 will not
be offered.

AMENDMENT NO. 28 OFFERED BY MR. GOOD OF

VIRGINIA

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 28 printed
in part B of House Report 118-272.

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Chair, I
have an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:
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Page 64, line 24, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(reduced b y $10,000,000)"’.

Page 195, line 9, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $10,000,000)’.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 864, the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. GooD) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Chair,
today, I ask for my colleagues’ support
for my amendment to cut $10 million
from this appropriations bill and con-
tribute those funds instead toward def-
icit reduction.

This particular $10 million is set
aside to increase diversity in bio-
medical research.

The Federal Government has an ad-
diction to growth and expansion. Find
a problem? Just create a new program
and assign a few bureaucrats to handle
it, and that will somehow allegedly fix
the problem.

Under this administration, you don’t
have to set aside special money to sup-
port diversity. President Biden has
made it very clear through nearly
every executive action that he takes
that every agency should look at every
issue through a diversity lens.

The Biden administration makes ev-
erything about race anyway. We should
not believe they need a few more mil-
lion in taxpayer dollars just to make a
difference in this aspect.

At some point, the Biden administra-
tion needs to stop dividing everyone
based on the way they look and instead
focus on actual health solutions for all
Americans in need.

Americans are tired of everything
being about race. When it comes to the
future of biomedical research, we want
to know that the best of the best are
researching ways to cure cancer, fight
heart disease, and help us lead longer
and healthier lives. None of those are
racial problems. They are human prob-
lems.

Throughout our history, American
innovation has been at the top of the
charts for finding breakthrough cures
and therapeutics.

This year, through this bill, we are
already set to invest in that research,
and we can spare the $10 million that
focuses on diversity and instead spend
it on something that helps every Amer-
ican—contributing to the spending re-
duction account that would actually
decrease our deficit.

Mr. Chair, I hope my colleagues will
join me in this simple cost-saving
amendment, and I reserve the balance
of my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I claim the
time in opposition.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
from Connecticut is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I rise in
opposition to this amendment.

Let me tell you a brief story. I ar-
rived at Congress in 1990. At the time—
and this is on a bipartisan basis, and
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this had to do with women’s health—
what we discovered at the National In-
stitutes of Health was that all the clin-
ical trials on illnesses and diseases in
the country, all the research, all
science, and all of these diseases, the
clinical trials had included only men—
only men.

I don’t think anyone would view that
this is rocket science, that women are
physiologically different than men.

On a bipartisan basis, the women—
Nancy Johnson, Barbara Kennelly,
NANcY PELOSI, Nita Lowey, and Marge
Roukema—banded together and said
this was crazy.

Women and minorities need to be in-
cluded in clinical studies so that we do
not just extrapolate data from clinical
trials for men and apply it to women.
Women and minorities deserved to be
in those trials so that we could find out
what was the best treatment, what was
the best cure, and what was the best
way to treat their health issues.

This is an amendment that would cut
$10 million to the National Institute of
General Medical Sciences at the NIH.
One of the basic missions of NIGMS is
to support the next generation of sci-
entists. This amendment would reduce
support for scientific trainees across
every stage of their career trajectories,
from supporting undergraduate and
community college students in re-
search experiences, to Ph.D. and clini-
cian-scientist training, to postdoctoral
training and the transition to a first
scientific position.

Eliminating an office of diversity in
biomedical research takes us backward
when we moved forward all those years
ago to talk about how biomedical re-
search and discovery to cure had to in-
clude in the scientific endeavor, yes,
men but also women and minorities.

This amendment would limit early
stage investigators, who are a pipeline
to a next generation of researchers for
future scientific discoveries.

Mr. Chair, with all deference and re-
spect for my colleague, this amend-
ment is shortsighted and counter-
productive, and I urge my colleagues to
oppose the amendment.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Chairman,
we have made progress today. I am
glad to hear the gentlewoman from the
other side of the aisle recognizes there
are differences between men and
women. We may next actually be able
to define what a woman is and what a
man is. I am glad to hear that recogni-
tion from my friends on the other side
of the aisle.

If President Biden were serious about
helping people, he would cut our spend-
ing. He would renew American energy.
He would secure the southern border.
In fact, there are millions of illegals
pouring across our border, costing tax-
payers $150 billion a year.

While every issue is not a racial
issue, as the administration would
have you think, and every issue is not
a climate issue, as the administration
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would have you think, today, every
issue is a border issue and a spending
issue. Yet, President Biden focused on
woke initiatives like the Justice40 Ini-
tiative that promotes equity across the
Federal Government.
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Certainly today we would not criti-
cize biomedical research. As a matter
of fact, we recognize the value that it
brings to our country, and I am thank-
ful for those in the field who are doing
their best to help all Americans.

We want the research done by the
best researchers for all Americans, re-
gardless of what any of them look like.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
support this amendment, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. GOOD).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I demand a
recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Virginia will be
postponed.

AMENDMENT NO. 32 OFFERED BY MR. GOOD OF

VIRGINIA

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 32 printed
in part B of House Report 118-272.

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Chair, I
have an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 67, line 15, after the dollar amount,
insert “(reduced by $524,395,000)"".

Page 195, line 9, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(increased by $524,395,000)’.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 864, the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. GooD) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Chair,
today I ask for my colleagues’ support
for my amendment to transfer $524.4
million from the National Institute on
Minority Health and Health Disparities
to the spending reduction account that
would reduce our national debt and our
current deficit.

The way we throw around trillions of
dollars and billions of dollars, I guess
$524 million doesn’t seem like a lot
here in Washington, but to average
Americans, that is real money.

Well, this office—formerly created by
ObamaCare—brags about being a leader
in the scientific community’s focus on
socioeconomics, politics, discrimina-
tion, of course, culture, and environ-
ment in relation to health disparities.

I have heard enough there. Ameri-
cans don’t want politicized science. We
want scientific science. We don’t want
health research that divides by race.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

We want health research that
unleashes American ingenuity on a
horrific disease.

Let’s talk about some of the studies
that are associated with this particular
office: A report on how various racial
groups have faced COVID-19 discrimi-
nation; a program to address how—
COVID-19 discriminates, of course.
Didn’t you know that?

Another program is a program to ad-
dress how access to safe spaces—safe
spaces—impacts health, and of course,
a program on how climate change in
and of itself is somehow racist.

I submit to my colleagues today that
any actual scientific health innova-
tions that come out of this office could
develop in one of the other offices or
projects that the $43 billion—with a b—
NIH budget supports.

We don’t need to set aside $524 mil-
lion to focus on race once again and
publish more politically charged stud-
ies that do nothing to contribute to
meaningful health outcomes.

I hope my colleagues will join me to
reduce spending, reduce the size of gov-
ernment, and support the best possible
health research that is not done on a
racist basis.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I claim the
time in opposition.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
from Connecticut is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I rise in
vehement opposition to this amend-
ment. This amendment would elimi-
nate all funding to the National Insti-
tute on Minority Health and Health

Disparities, which would eviscerate
funding for research on minority
health.

This is a lack of understanding of sci-
entific discovery or discovery to cure.
Frankly, it is appalling and disgusting.
I will be calling for a roll call vote on
this amendment. I want to know ex-
actly which Members of the House of
Representatives want to eliminate
funding for research on minority
health and health disparities.

The National Institute on Minority
Health and Health Disparities supports
research on diseases and conditions
that disproportionately affect minority
populations—minorities, writ large.

The United States continues to expe-
rience persistent and preventable ad-
verse health effects with a dispropor-
tionate burden on minority commu-
nities.

To take one example, chronic dis-
eases are among the leading causes of
death in the United States. Some ra-
cial or ethnic minority groups experi-
ence a higher prevalence of multiple
chronic conditions. We need to con-
tinue research on interventions to re-
duce mortality from multiple chronic
diseases such as hypertension, cardio-
vascular disease, diabetes, sickle cell
disease, maternal mortality, obesity,
asthma, heart disease, cancer, which
continues to disproportionately affect
minority communities.
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The National Institute on Minority
Health and Health Disparities also sup-
ports researchers from backgrounds
who are underrepresented in the bio-
medical research workforce.

I urge my colleagues to think about
this amendment and how it lacks sci-
entific understanding and the ability
to use biomedical research as a dis-
covery for a cure.

Oppose this amendment. I look for-
ward to seeing the results of the re-
corded vote.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Chair, it
continues to be clear that our friends
on the other side just cannot tolerate
or abide by the absence of racist initia-
tives or disparate treatment based on
race, but Americans are done with the
politicization of science, especially
after the tyrannical government man-
dates that shut down the economy dur-
ing the coronavirus.

President Biden promised a few years
ago a return to normalcy, but his ad-
ministration has only weaponized the
government against the American peo-
ple even more.

I wish the Biden administration
would focus as much on cutting the
reckless spending, securing our border,
and putting Americans first as they do
on dividing people along racial lines.

Mr. Chair, I urge adoption of my
amendment, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I can’t
state strongly enough how much I op-
pose this amendment, which thwarts
biomedical research to save people’s
lives. That is what is done in this area.
That is what the NIH does. That is
what the National Institute on Minor-
ity Health and Health Disparities re-
views. It is about saving lives. We have
no more noble cause in this institution
than to help to save people’s lives,
whoever they are.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. GOOD).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I demand a
recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Virginia will be
postponed.

AMENDMENT NO. 33 OFFERED BY MR. ROSENDALE

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 33 printed
in part B of House Report 118-272.

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Chair, I have
an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 67, line 19, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(reduced by $95,162,000)"’.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 864, the gentleman
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from Montana (Mr. ROSENDALE) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Montana.

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Chair, my
amendment No. 33 prohibits funding for
the John E. Fogarty International Cen-
ter saving approximately $95 million.

Our Nation is over $33 trillion in
debt, with an expected annual deficit
this year of nearly $2 trillion. We need
to find innovative ways to reduce
spending. While many would consider
this small potatoes, we must begin
with the most blatant violations of the
public trust, and that is what we con-
sider this.

My amendment builds off of Presi-
dent Trump’s first budget request,

which called for eliminating the
Fogarty International Center.
According to their website, the

Fogarty International Center is dedi-
cated to advancing the mission of the
National Institutes of Health by sup-
porting and facilitating global health
research conducted by the U.S.

However, the center emphasizes a
perverted view of ‘‘global health eq-
uity’” and partners with the World
Health Organization.

The World Health Organization is a
corrupt organization that worked with
the Chinese Communist Party to cover
up the origins of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The Fogarty Center should not
be working with the World Health Or-
ganization.

Moreover, a large amount of the
grants funded by the Fogarty Inter-
national Center are counterproductive
to our interests.

One such egregious project that re-
ceived funds in the Philippines is ti-
tled: Stigma Reduction and Gender Af-
firmation to Promote HIV Prevention/
Testing in Trans Women. That is what
your tax dollars are being used for. The
project is a joint partnership between
Brown University and the University of
the Philippines Manila.

There are biological women and bio-
logical males, as stressed by the other
side of the aisle in the previous amend-
ment. They have finally recognized
that. I find it ironic that we are fund-
ing projects in the name of science that
ignores basic biology.

Funding these woKke, ridiculous
projects hurt our standing in the Phil-
ippines and globally.

Christianity is the dominant faith in
the Philippines, making up approxi-
mately 90 percent of the population.
This project is a slap in the face to
anyone in the Philippines who holds
traditional Christian beliefs.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I claim the
time in opposition.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
from Connecticut is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I rise in
opposition to this amendment. This
amendment would eliminate funding
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for the Fogarty International Center at
the National Institutes of Health.

This amendment is shortsighted. It
would undermine our ability to prevent
and mitigate disease outbreaks around
the world.

The Fogarty International Center
has supported research training pro-
grams which have been vital to fight-
ing emerging infectious diseases in-
cluding Ebola and Zika.

Now, we dealt with Ebola in 2014, and
we dealt with the Zika crisis in 2016. I
know that the gentleman was not here
at that time and really didn’t experi-
ence what was happening both here in
the U.S. and also internationally. The
very fact is that Fogarty helped to
train the people who were involved
with on-the-ground responders to the
Ebola and to the Zika crisis.

Moreover, Fogarty supports training
programs for scientists in the United
States and abroad who are engaged in
prevention and treatment of diseases,
such as malaria, dengue fever, and tu-
berculosis, all of which now have af-
fected parts of the United States.

Fogarty programs have provided re-
search training to 6,000 scientists
worldwide. It contributes to biomedical
innovation. It supports the next gen-
eration of researchers across the globe.

In addition, health innovations devel-
oped with foreign partners can be
adapted to help solve health issues in
the United States.

I urge my colleagues to oppose this
amendment, and I reserve the balance
of my time.
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Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Chair, if we
are going to send funds overseas, they
should project our values. I agree with
the overwhelming majority of Ameri-
cans and Montanans stating this center
doesn’t project our values.

A grant that received funds through
the Fogarty International Center in
Uganda is titled: ‘“‘HIV Self Testing to
Empower Prevention Choices in Sex
Workers.” If you want to protect men
and women from drug abuse and sex
crimes, my colleagues should begin by
helping me and my colleagues on this
side of the aisle by securing the south-
ern border and helping us to locate the
approximately 100,000 children who
have been released into our country
and most likely condemned to a life of
sex slavery.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, in my con-
tinued opposition to this amendment, I
suspect that my colleague is not inter-
ested in saving lives in West Africa, in
Brazil, or in Haiti.

Once again, with prior amendments
that were listed here today, the issue
of the work of science and research in
the pursuit of saving lives is what this
institution should be about. We are not
talking about helicopters, roads,
bridges, or anything else. Fundamen-
tally, we are addressing the issue of
using the biomedical research which we
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have scientists engaged and involved in
both for the United States and inter-
nationally. If it happens internation-
ally, it happens in the United States.
That is our job. There is no higher call-
ing than to save lives here and abroad.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Chair, may I
inquire as to the time remaining.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from Montana has 12 minutes remain-
ing.

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Chair, again,
if we are going to invest funds overseas
and here domestically, we should make
sure that it projects our values.

Another grant that received funds
through the Fogarty International
Center in Ukraine, where we have seen
billions of dollars squandered, was ti-
tled: ‘“‘Using latent class analysis to
understand the role of layered stigma
on engagement in care among HIV
positive women who use drugs in
Ukraine.”

They have a battle going on. They
have a war in Ukraine. We hear about
it daily. Yet, the Fogarty International
Center is not going to try to figure out
a way to bring those parties to the
table to achieve peace. They want to
find out about drugs being used by
women who participate in the sex
trade.

Mr. Chair, again, for this and many
reasons, I hope my colleagues can sup-
port this amendment. We need to pro-
tect our values oversees, and the
Fogarty International Center does not
do so.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Montana (Mr.
ROSENDALE).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I demand a
recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Montana will be
postponed.

AMENDMENT NO. 3¢ OFFERED BY MR. PFLUGER

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 34 printed
in part B of House Report 118-272.

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 68, line 17, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(reduced by $3,748,715)"".

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 864, the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. PFLUGER) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Chair, I rise
today to present an amendment that
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holds the key to accountability and
transparency in the aftermath of the
devastating COVID-19 pandemic.

The amendment I am proposing to
the fiscal year 2024 Labor, Health and
Human Services, and Education appro-
priations bill targets a critical issue
within the National Institutes of
Health, NIH, Office of the Director.
Specifically, it aims to reduce funding
by $3,748,715. That is an amount equiva-
lent to the grant awarded to EcoHealth
Alliance, Incorporated, for their re-
search on ‘“Understanding the Risk of
Bat Coronavirus Emergence” at the
Wuhan Institute of Virology.

The gravity of the COVID-19 pan-
demic cannot be overstated. Lives were
lost, businesses shuttered, and families
torn apart. It is a collective responsi-
bility to address the origins of this cri-
sis, and my proposed amendment aligns
with three fundamental principles that
I have consistently emphasized while
being in Congress.

First, we must uncover the truth of
the pandemic’s origins. This shouldn’t
be a Republican or Democrat thing.
This is an American thing. Second, we
must hold those involved responsible
and accountable. Last, we must provide
the American people with full trans-
parency.

After nearly 4 years of investigation,
substantial evidence now points to the
Wuhan Institute of Virology as the
source of the COVID-19 virus. Disturb-
ingly, it has come to light that the
Wuhan 1lab conducted this research
funded by the United States Govern-
ment. While the Department of Health
and Human Services has taken action
against the institution, it is evident
that more must be done.

The HHS Office of Inspector General
released a report in January of this
year, January of 2023, revealing that
the NIH failed to effectively monitor or
address EcoHealth’s compliance with
certain requirements. Shockingly, the
NIH only began investigating the
Wuhan Institute’s role in the pandemic
at the outset of the crisis. This lack of
foresight is unacceptable, especially
considering the potential consequences
of such research.

Moreover, the investigation brought
to light EcoHealth’s delayed submis-
sion of a critical report containing evi-
dence of a virus with enhanced growth,
a report that should have been reported
immediately. This is just one instance
of the NIH’s failure to exercise proper
oversight.

In light of these findings, it is imper-
ative that we hold the NIH accountable
for its shortcomings. The American
people deserve an assurance that our
agencies are performing their duties
diligently and responsibly, especially
when the consequences are as far-
reaching as the global pandemic was.

The HHS’s report highlights a series
of lapses in NIH’s monitoring and over-
sight. Given these documented failures,
I strongly believe that the NIH should
face consequences for its role in the
mishandling of funds and lack of over-
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sight. Our amendment sends a clear
message that we, as representatives of
the American people, will not tolerate
negligence that results in such cata-
strophic outcomes.

In conclusion, let us come together
to pass this crucial amendment, dem-
onstrating our commitment to ac-
countability, transparency, and the
well-being of the American people. It is
time to act decisively and ensure that
our agencies fulfill their responsibil-
ities to prevent future crises of this
magnitude.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I claim the
time in opposition to the amendment.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
from Connecticut is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I rise in
opposition to this amendment.

Unfortunately, this amendment is
nothing more than a political stunt. It
would cut funding to the National In-
stitutes of Health’s Office of the Direc-
tor as a penalty for a research grant
awarded years ago.

The grant awarded by NIH was sub-
ject to rigorous peer review and judged
by reviewers to be a high priority due
to the previous emergence of SARS-
CoV in a bat population.

The grant application did not propose
research to enhance coronaviruses to
be more transmissible or virulent in
humans. The NIH determined that the
award did not involve research with en-
hanced potential pandemic pathogens.

The bat coronavirus sequences under
this grant award showed that the vi-
ruses studied at the Wuhan Institute of
Virology under the NIH-funded grant
were evolutionary, distant from SARS-
CoV-2, and could not have been the
source of SARS-CoV-2.

Essentially, this is a cut of $3.7 mil-
lion as a penalty for funding research
and thereby taking funds away from
the NIH as well, which are sorely need-
ed.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
oppose the amendment, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Chair, may I in-
quire as to the time remaining.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from Texas has 2 minutes remaining.

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Chair, I disagree
with my colleague from Connecticut.
The American people want the NIH to
succeed. We need the NIH to succeed,
but the American people are also say-
ing, show us transparency. Tell us what
is going on.

When the government is trusted,
then we can actually get results and do
good things for the American people.
This is about trust. In fact, $3.7 mil-
lion, I think that is a small price to
pay when it comes to the price that
Americans paid.

Yes, I urge this to be a bipartisan
amendment, that we have trans-
parency. If you are on the side of the
American people, who deserve better
from government agencies, this should
be an easy amendment.
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Mr. Chair, I urge a ‘‘yes’ vote, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PFLUGER).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 35 OFFERED BY MR. MILLS

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 35 printed
in part B of House Report 118-272.

Mr. MILLS. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 68, line 17, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $160,384,000)"".

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 864, the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. MILLS) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

Mr. MILLS. Mr. Chair, my amend-
ment is pretty simple. This would cut
back on the spending for the office of
the NIH Director by more than $160
million to return us back to the fiscal
year 2019 funding level. This amend-
ment ensures appropriate account-
ability for the NIH’s recent failures
while also advancing the urgent need
for better fiscal responsibility of the
House.

When the Republicans took over the
majority, we promised to rein in infla-
tion and government spending. We
must do more than talk. We must start
to act.

The NIH resoundingly failed to do its
due diligence to prevent gain-of-func-
tion research at Chinese labs, and this
failure was fundamental to the exist-
ence of the virus that caused the pan-
demic.

To date, there has been absolutely no
accountability for these failures and
others, and Congress would be failing
its duty to ensure accountability by
doing nothing and continuing this irre-
sponsible funding to the NIH.

We must stop Fauci’s experimental
process, start holding accountability,
get research into finding out exactly
what the leading cause was, and make
sure we have the necessary prevention.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I claim the
time in opposition to the amendment.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
from Connecticut is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, this
amendment would cut funding by $160
million to the Office of the Director of
the National Institutes of Health.

During the time that I had the oppor-
tunity, for the 4 years that I served as
chair of this subcommittee, we in-
creased funding for NIH research by
$8.4 billion, an increase of 21 percent
above the 2019 level, and I might add,
something I am really extremely proud
of.

As chair and with Ranking Member
CoLE, we agreed on a bipartisan basis
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for the increases to the NIH. I, again,
feel very, very proud of the role that I
was able to play with my colleague in
providing additional funding for life-
saving research at the NIH, including
research to develop cures or treat-
ments for cancer, Alzheimer’s, ALS, di-
abetes, the funding to develop a uni-
versal flu vaccine, and the funding to
ensure that women are represented in
clinical trials.

This amendment would undermine
the progress that we made on a bipar-
tisan basis over the last 4 years, and I
urge my colleagues to please oppose
this amendment.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MILLS. Mr. Chair, I appreciate
the gentlewoman for her acknowledg-
ment that we have increased spending
by $8.4 billion, of which some of that
funding led to additional trillions of
dollars in spending and thousands of
lives lost, as we funded things like the
gain of function under Fauci, which led
to the spread of COVID.

O 1400

Now, when you talk about the cut of
$160 million, the only response that I
can think of is you are welcome. You
are welcome to the American people
for us saving money and for us actually
doing our job to be fiscally responsible
once again.

You are welcome that we won’t allow
continuation of funding for gain of
function that would lead to another
pandemic, as we saw across the world.
You are welcome that we are actually,
in the Republican Party as the major-
ity, taking a stand to stop the out-of-
control and runaway spending that has
been irresponsible and driving genera-
tions and generations into future debt.

Mr. Chairman, this is pretty simple.
Without that funding there probably
would have been no pandemic. Unless
we are going to get accountability and
do the necessary research, I cannot
continue to sponsor Fauci and NIH and
their efforts to go ahead and spread
and lead to another COVID.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chairman, I don’t
know if the gentleman knows this but,
as another point, I will extol the vir-
tues of Dr. Anthony Fauci and his sci-
entific background and experience of
what he has done to resolve issues of
disease and cures in the United States
of America and overseas.

Maybe the gentleman doesn’t know,
Dr. Fauci is no longer at the NIH. It is
unbelievably stunning to me that we
are listening to someone talk about
how COVID came out of the NIH. What
happened to all your other theories?

Mr. Chairman, this is really a con-
spiracy theory that we are generating
here. For that reason, and probably for
many, many other reasons that have
no basis in science or in reality, I con-
tinue to oppose this amendment.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.
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Mr. MILLS. Mr. Chairman, I love
how our colleagues on the left refer to
every conspiracy as a conspiracy until
it is found to be factual, which is 99
percent of the time.

I am also aware that Mr. Fauci is no
longer there and we are very thankful
for that. His accountability on what he
had done with helping to fund gain of
function, which was actually some-
thing that led to spreading the Wuhan
virus, which was also in partnership
with China—this is something that
still needs accountability research and
the necessary review within Congress.

I am aware that we are continuing to
spend at emergency COVID levels and
we need to get back to where we were
before. This is simple mathematics. If
emergency-level spending is meant to
be only during a time of emergency,
then why do we continue to make that
the new benchmark of spending moving
forward.

The whole point is, is that we would
bring it back to the pre-COVID spend-
ing levels, which is what the American
people are looking at. They are looking
for us to stop the irresponsible spend-
ing and actually get to what the root
cause is, which is the U.S. Congress.

I hate to say it in this way, but the
bottom line is that I will not continue
to fund these types of things.

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues
to support me in this, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MILLS).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I demand a
recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Florida will be
postponed.

AMENDMENT NO. 36 OFFERED BY MS. BOEBERT

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 36 printed
in part B of House Report 118-272.

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Chair, I rise as
the designee of the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CLYDE), and I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 63, line 14, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $710,415,900)"’.

Page 63, line 22, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $398,234,500)"’.

Page 64, line 5, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $52,016,300)"".

Page 64, line 10, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $230,072,100)’.

Page 64, line 15, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $258,892,500)"’.

Page 64, line 24, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(reduced by $315,467,900)"’.

Page 65, line 7, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $174,907,800)"’.

Page 65, line 11, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $89,654,900)’.

Page 65, line 16, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘“‘(reduced by $91,397,900)’.
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Page 65, line 19, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(reduced by $440,762,300)"".

Page 65, line 24, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(reduced by $68,546,500)"".

Page 66, line 5, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $53,433,000)"".

Page 66, line 8, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $19,769,300)"".

Page 66, line 13, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(reduced by $59,531,800)"’.

Page 66, line 16, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $166,269,500)"".

Page 66, line 19, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(reduced by $211,284,300)"".

Page 66, line 23, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(reduced by $66,320,000)"’.

Page 67, line 5, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $44,062,700)"’.

Page 67, line 10, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $17,038,400)"’.

Page 67, line 23, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(reduced by $49,754,800)"’.

Page 68, line 9, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $92,332,300)"".

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 864, the gentlewoman
from Colorado (Ms. BOEBERT) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Colorado.

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Chairman, I rise
to urge all of my colleagues to support
this amendment, which would provide
for additional funding reductions for
NIH.

If we have learned nothing else from
the executive branch’s involvement
and handling of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, at the very least, we learned
just how corrupt and money hungry
the NIH as an organization truly is.

It has been over 3% years since the
initial COVID lockdowns and the NIH
continues to cover up and downplay its
gain-of-function research at the Wuhan
Institute of Virology.

Earlier this year, the Inspector Gen-
eral’s report found that between 2014
and 2021, the NIH did not adequately
follow its policies with respect to three
grants totaling about $8 million to the
EcoHealth Alliance.

The EcoHealth Alliance had a rela-
tionship with the Wuhan Institute of
Virology in which it subawarded
$600,000 to research coronaviruses in
the years leading up to the COVID-19
pandemic.

The NIH terminated the EcoHealth
grant in April of 2020, then later rein-
stated it, only to suspend it again after
setting conditions for resumption that
EcoHealth claimed it could not meet.

The NIH permanently terminated the
award in August 2022 for compliance
issues, including the Wuhan Institute
of Virology’s failure to provide NIH
with laboratory notebooks related to
the funded experiments.

Then again, in May of this year, the
NIH reinstated grants to renew its
‘“‘collaborative research to understand
the risk of bat coronavirus spillover
emergence.”’ Seriously?

In late last year, the NIH issued a
new grant to EcoHealth Alliance for a
project titled: ‘‘Analyzing the Poten-
tial for Future Bat Coronavirus Emer-
gence in Myanmar, Vietnam, and
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Laos.” The grant provides EcoHealth
Alliance with $653,392 covering a period
until August 31, 2027.

Why is an organization that failed to
comply with reporting requirements
continuing to receive more and more
American tax dollars?

Even more disturbing, earlier this
year, the acting director of NIH, Dr.
Tabak, testified before the House Ap-
propriations Committee. I asked him
whether gain-of-function research was
conducted at the Wuhan Institute of
Virology, and he responded ‘‘no.”

In an October 20, 2021, letter to then-
Oversight and Reform Committee
Ranking Member JAMES COMER, the
NIH admitted to funding gain-of-func-
tion research on bat coronaviruses at
the WIV. Ironically, Mr. Tabak au-
thored this letter in which he stated
that the limited experiment tested
whether spike proteins from naturally
occurring bat coronaviruses circulating
in China were capable of binding to the
human ACE2 receptor in a mouse
model. This is classic gain of function
and this is unacceptable.

Americans deserve to Lknow the
truth, especially when their tax dollars
are funding these dangerous practices.

As if that were not enough evidence
to justify a budget cut, the Biden ad-
ministration has also inappropriately
used the NIH as an extension of the
President’s radical, unethical policies.
For instance, in April of 2021, the NIH
reversed restrictions governing Fed-
eral-funded research to allow the use of
fetal tissue obtained from elective
abortions.

I am grateful the underlying bill in-
cludes several guardrails for fiscal year
2024, such as prohibiting funding for
unethical human embryo and aborted
fetal tissue research, prohibiting any
support to the Wuhan Institute of Vi-
rology, and prohibiting gain-of-func-
tion research in an adversarial coun-
try. These are good provisions, but
they are simply not enough.

I recognize that the underlying bill
has reduced the NIH’s funding by about
122 percent, but I strongly believe a
larger cut is warranted if we want the
NIH to realign its priorities with con-
gressional intent.

Not only would a larger budget cut
force the NIH to eliminate irrespon-
sible spending and research, but it
would also send a strong message to
the Biden administration that Con-
gress does not approve the NIH’s ac-
tions.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chairman, I
claim the time in opposition.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
from Connecticut is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chairman, I am
having trouble listening to a series of
science deniers here this afternoon.
That is really troubling.

The amendment would cut funding to
the National Institutes of Health by an
additional $3.6 billion.
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The base bill already cuts NIH fund-
ing by $2.8 billion below what we are
talking about in 2023. That is 2.8 and
another 3.6. I think there was another
amendment that took additional
money, which means that this amend-
ment would bring the overall funding
cut to the NIH of $6.4 billion at the cur-
rent funding levels.

That would mean drastic cuts to life-
saving research on cancer, Alzheimer’s
disease, ALS, diabetes, infectious dis-
eases, and the list goes on and on and
on.

This amendment would cut funding
to the National Cancer Institute by an
additional $710 million.

I am a 36-year survivor of ovarian
cancer. I had the benefit of biomedical
research. Why shouldn’t other women
have the benefit of biomedical research
to save their lives with ovarian cancer,
one of the biggest killers of women in
the Nation?

This bill would also cut funding to
the National Institute of Child Health
and Human Development by $175 mil-
lion.

It would cut funding to the National
Institute on Aging by $441 million.
Let’s tell that to all of our elder Amer-
icans with the issues that they have as
they age. Let’s cut back that research.

It would cut funding to the National
Institute on Drug Abuse by $166 mil-
lion. I continue to hear from my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
about how upset they are about addic-
tion and drug abuse and the increase of
that. What are we doing about it? This
research addresses that issue.

It would cut funding to the National
Institute of Mental Health by $200 mil-
lion. Do we not understand that we had
a crisis in mental health in this coun-
try before the pandemic, and we are in
a serious crisis with mental health at
all ages post-pandemic?

We want to cut the money for the re-
search for mental health?

Put simply, this amendment would
mean a drastic cut to scientific break-
throughs, cures to diseases, and life-
saving treatments.

Did you know that the United States
has been the leader in the world in
health and advancement. We have the
NIH, the CDC, and the FDA. These are
crown jewels in what health is about in
the United States and the cures here
and abroad. Why would we want to roll
back our advancements in health,
science, and medical achievements?

This does go backwards. Like I have
said in prior amendments, our job with
these bills is to save lives, not to be en-
gaged in political diatribes.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.
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The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Colorado (Ms.
BOEBERT).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 38 OFFERED BY MR. HARRIS

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 38 printed
in part B of House Report 118-272.
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Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 70, line 5, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $59,000,000)"’.

Page 92, line 12, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(increased by $50,000,000)"’.

Page 93, line 3, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $50,000,000)’.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 864, the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. HARRIS) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Maryland.

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Chairman, I rise
today to offer an amendment to in-
crease funding for Project BioShield
from $820 million to $870 million, with
the funds coming from taking money
from the recurring expense fund for
buildings and facilities at HHS.

Mr. Chairman, medical counter-
measures are important. We know that
the chemical, biological, radiological,
and nuclear threats are real in this
world and that there is no natural mar-
ket incentive for private industry to
invest in developing countermeasures
despite their critical importance to na-
tional security. That is exactly why
Congress authorized Project BioShield
almost 20 years ago, in 2004, which
incentivizes industry to invest in these
products despite the fact that there is
no natural market incentive.

The program provides multiyear
funding to support advanced research,
clinical development, manufacturing,
and procurement. BioShield responds
to national security threats identified
by the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity’s material threat determination
process.

According to the Public Health
Emergency Medical Countermeasures
Enterprise, or PHEMCE, their
multiyear budget, BARDA’s Project
BioShield would need $1.7 billion in fis-
cal year 2024 to develop and support the

candidates in the smallpox, radio-
logical, nuclear, broad-spectrum
antimicrobials, Ebola, and chemical

countermeasure portfolios. That is in
contrast to the $820 million that is in
the underlying bill. Again, the experts
have said we need $1.7 billion.

Additionally, last year, the House in-
cluded report language in the fiscal
year 2023 omnibus that asked BARDA
to compile a procurement strategy for
novel antimicrobials. BARDA then in-
cluded this objective in their 5-year
strategic plan, but it was, of course,
way underfunded. This amendment
would allow them to move forward
with these activities to provide addi-
tional funding, which could be used for
the procurement of new antimicrobials.

Mr. Chair, I urge all Members to sup-
port this amendment, which would in-
crease funding for Project BioShield to
$870 million, and I reserve the balance
of my time.
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I claim the
time in opposition.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
from Connecticut is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, let me say
a couple of things because I am a
strong supporter of BioShield.

Within the 2023 budget, I might add,
there is $850 million. I am for emer-
gency preparedness. The gentleman
every year puts in requests for in-
creases, and we put in increases every
year for Project BioShield. However,
what I am concerned about, which I
will address, is the $59 million cut. I
think we should continue to increase
money every year for Project Bio-
Shield, but the amendment cuts fund-
ing for the buildings and facilities at
the NIH by $59 million.

NIH currently has a backlog of near-
ly $4 billion in needed repairs, and dur-
ing the 4 years that I served as chair of
the subcommittee, we increased fund-
ing for the NIH buildings and facilities
account from $200 million in 2019 to
$350 million in 2023 to begin to address
the long-term backlog in a responsible
way. This amendment would under-
mine the progress we have made.

I might add, once again, this was on
a bipartisan basis over the last 4 years
that we agreed to the increases in the
NIH buildings and facilities account as
well as the increases in Project Bio-
Shield.

Cutting funding for NIH’s buildings
and facilities would exacerbate the
backlog of repairs, potentially affect-
ing NIH’s intramural research projects
if laboratories and facilities are de-
graded.

More importantly, this amendment
demonstrates, once again, that overall
funding in this bill is grossly insuffi-
cient. That is one of my biggest con-
cerns about this bill. We need to prop-
erly fund Project BioShield and the Na-
tional Institutes of Health. We should
not be forced to choose between re-
search facilities and emergency pre-
paredness.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
oppose this amendment, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Chair, to pay for
this, we take money from the NIH
buildings and facilities. That is true.
However, Mr. Chairman, you know that
the way CBO works is that we had to
take it from that fund because we ex-
pect that money to be replaced from
the nonrecurring expense fund at HHS.
The CBO won’t score it as a savings,
but they will score it as a savings if
you take it from NIH.

Mr. Chair, I get it. Nobody under-
stands how CBO works. It makes no
sense. Nevertheless, that money could
be backfilled easily because, Mr. Chair,
that nonrecurring expense fund at HHS
is a slush fund with $1.8 billion in it
unspent with moneys each year author-
ized in the bills to be rolled over to the
next year, so there is $1.8 billion sit-
ting at HHS.

Mr. Chair, that money would be
much better spent on countermeasures.
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Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I continue
to oppose the amendment, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Chair, may I in-
quire how much time is remaining.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from Maryland has 1¥2 minutes remain-
ing.
Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Chair, the dangers
in the world are immense. China and
North Korea both, obviously, are nu-
clear and nonconventional weapons
threats. We are looking at a war in
Israel right now with the possibility
that Iran could make a dirty bomb.
There are nuclear threats. We need
countermeasures. We need to spend
money on countermeasures.

Just as we are spending $880 billion
on what I call kinetic defense, we need
to spend money on nonkinetic defense.
One of the things we need to do is fund

Project BioShield because that is
where we develop these counter-
measures.

Mr. Chair, I urge adoption of this
amendment. It would take $59 million
that HHS would transfer out of a $1.8
billion fund that they have unspent
and use that money for counter-
measures.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HARRIS).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 39 OFFERED BY MR. HARRIS

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 39 printed
in part B of House Report 118-272.

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Chairman, I have
an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 70, line 5, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $119,000,000)"’.

Page 92, line 12, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘“‘(increased by $100,000,000)"’.

Page 93, line 7, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $100,000,000)"’.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 864, the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. HARRIS) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Maryland.

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Chairman, this
amendment is similar to the last one.
It takes money from the NIH buildings
and facilities funds, which, under au-
thorization of law, can be transferred
back from HHS’ nonrecurring expense
fund and transfers $100 million of that
to the Strategic National Stockpile.

The Strategic National Stockpile is
the only program dedicated to having
civilian medical countermeasures on
hand to respond to chemical, biologi-
cal, radiological, and nuclear threats
that may occur on U.S. soil.

From what we are seeing in Israel
now to the current Marburg virus out-

H5783

break in Equatorial Guinea, these
threats are real and growing.

Again, according to the PHEMCE
multiyear budget, in fiscal year 2024,
the stockpile would need $1.96 billion,
almost $2 billion, to meet current
stockpiling needs. Yet, in the bill is
less than $1 billion.

The sharp increase that they feel is
necessary—again, these are the experts
in these countermeasures—is largely
due to needed investment in the an-
thrax, Ebola, and smallpox portfolios.
When we underfund that stockpile,
then risky decisions have to be made.
A prior annual review proposed reduc-
ing anthrax vaccine and antibiotic
holdings. This amendment provides
funds that will help meet the goals
that have been identified by these ex-
perts.

I appreciate the Appropriations Com-
mittee including my requested report
language directing the Assistant Sec-
retary for Preparedness and Readiness
in coordination with the intelligence
community to provide annual classi-
fied threat briefings to Members of
Congress.

Mr. Chairman, I urge all Members to
support this amendment, which is vital
to our national security, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I claim the
time in opposition.

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. PERRY). The
gentlewoman from Connecticut is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. DELAURO. As with the prior
amendment, Mr. Chair, I support the
National Strategic Stockpile very
strongly, and I might say I strongly
support it, so I don’t oppose it.

As the chair of the subcommittee in
the past, I have increased funding on a
yearly basis for the stockpile. I know
that the gentleman has made requests
for increases, and we have met those
increases with regard to the stockpile.

The question, once again, for me is
cutting the buildings and facilities at
the NIH by $119 million. I will repeat
this: NIH has a backlog of nearly $4 bil-
lion in needed repairs. In the 4 years
that I served on the subcommittee as
chair, we increased the NIH building
and facilities account from $200 million
in 2019 to $350 million in 2023 to begin
to address the backlog and build up in
a responsible way.

I might add that I am particularly
proud that we did this on a bipartisan
basis, and we have done that over the
last 4 years while recognizing the gen-
tleman’s concerns in this area and re-
sponding in a positive way to the in-
creases that have been requested.

Cutting the funding for NIH buildings
and facilities exacerbates the backlog
of repairs. It affects their intramural
research projects if the laboratory and
the facilities are in disrepair.

More importantly, as I said just a few
moments ago, the amendment dem-
onstrates that overall funding in this
bill is grossly insufficient. I know that
there are some who want to cut it even
further, so we begin to deal with rob-
bing Peter to pay Paul here.
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Nonetheless, we need to properly
fund the Strategic National Stockpile.
That is in our national interest and the
interest of the National Institutes of
Health.

However, it is my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle who are always
telling me that we have hard choices to
make and that we do have to make
choices—and we do—but we should not
be forced to choose between research
facilities and emergency preparedness.

Nevertheless, my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle believe that we
should starve the bill and then, for the
issues that may be critically impor-
tant, take money from another criti-
cally important bill or program.

Let us fund this bill where it should
be to meet the needs of the National
Strategic Stockpile as well as allowing
the NIH to be able to have laboratories
and buildings in good repair so that our
scientists can perform in an environ-
ment that allows them to be more cre-
ative, more innovative, and do more
about the discovery to cure.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
oppose this amendment, and I yield
back the balance of my time.
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Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Chair, I agree with
the gentlewoman from Connecticut
when she said we need to fund the SNS.
That is the bottom line. Mr. Chair, you
read the Constitution like I read it. Na-
tional Defense is one of the things out-
lined for Congress in the Constitution.

We don’t have adequate defense
stockpiles in the Strategic National
Stockpile.

Let’s talk smallpox, for example. We
had 200 million doses back in 2018. A lot
of those have expired. The bottom line
is that anthrax has a 30 percent mor-
tality rate. We need a vaccine for every
American, everyone living in the
United States.

It is that simple, because anthrax,
Mr. Chair, is not something you have
to develop in the Wuhan Institute of
Virology. God knows they can develop
dangerous weaponry. It can be stolen
from somewhere and duplicated. It
doesn’t take a First World country to
be an anthrax threat.

Now with regard to the buildings at
NIH, as I explained before, Mr. Chair,
there is a $1.8 billion building slush
fund over at HHS. They have accumu-
lated $1.8 billion in what they call their
nonrecurring expense fund.

Mr. Chair, I will remind you, because
of Bidenomics and a 5 percent interest
rate, that is $90 million a year we are
paying on interest on their slush fund.

Mr. Chair, what I am proposing is we
take the money out of NIH—and I will
join with the gentlewoman from Con-
necticut in writing a letter to Sec-
retary Becerra asking him to backfill
that money from his slush fund.

Enough with slush funds—$22 billion
in Commerce, the Commodity Credit
Corp, in USDA; $1.8 billion slush fund,
nonrecurring expense fund in HHS.

Mr. Chair, we can’t afford it. We also
can’t afford to be without a Strategic
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National Stockpile. We need to make
sure that we have the antimicrobials,
that we have the vaccines in there that
are necessary to protect against the
next threat from China, North Korea,
Russia, or Iran.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
support this commonsense amendment,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HARRIS).

The amendment was agreed to.
AMENDMENT NO. 54 OFFERED BY MR. CARTER OF

GEORGIA

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 54 printed
in part B of House Report 118-272.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Chair, I
have an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 93, line 9, before the semicolon insert
the following: ‘‘: Provided, That $15,000,000 of
the funds made available under this para-
graph shall be used to carry out section 2409
of division FF of Public Law 117-328"".

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 864, the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. CARTER) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Chair, I
rise today to speak in support of my
amendment, which will allow States to
build or maintain their own medical
stockpiles and encourage regional co-
ordination of those stockpiles.

Over the past few years, the COVID-
19 pandemic exposed vulnerabilities in
our Strategic National Stockpile, lead-
ing to a shortage of critical drugs, vac-
cines, and medical supplies. We all re-
member the scramble among States
and the Federal Government for lim-
ited supplies of diagnostics, PPE,
treatments, and other critical medical
countermeasures.

Each State had different priorities
and needs: while one needed ventila-
tors, another needed masks. In my
home State of Georgia, healthcare pro-
viders and patients struggled to access
critical medical supplies and personal
protective equipment. That is why it is
important to not only ensure that the
Strategic National Stockpile is robust,
but also to provide ways for States to
stockpile treatments and products for
their specific needs. To be clear, this
amendment would supplement, not re-
place, the Federal Strategic National
Stockpile.

This amendment would empower
States to build and maintain their own
medical stockpiles so they can respond
quickly to emerging infectious diseases
in the future. That is why I encourage
my colleagues to support this amend-
ment before us here today.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I claim the
time in opposition to the amendment.
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The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
from Connecticut is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, this
amendment would direct $15 million
from the Strategic National Stockpile
to allow States to build or maintain
their own medical stockpile.

The 2023 appropriation bill author-
ized a demonstration program for State
Strategic National Stockpiles but did
not include funding. This amendment
would reduce funding for the Federal
Strategic National Stockpile to sup-
port State efforts. You have one
amendment that wants to go to $100
million, one who wants to take $15 mil-
lion away from the national stockpile.

It is important to note that the au-
thorization specifically stated that au-
thorized funds were intended to supple-
ment rather than supplant the mainte-
nance and use of the Federal Strategic
National Stockpile. Redirecting SNS
funds as this amendment does is in
conflict with the intended purpose of
the law. We are not adding on to, we
are taking away from and moving
someplace else.

I would suggest that with regard to
our public health and our national se-
curity, that through these efforts what
we should do is to focus in on dealing
with public health infrastructure in
the strongest possible way, and that
means making the investments in data
modernization and data collection.

There ought to be the authority to
report data that the CDC should have
to get this information, so we know
what is happening in real time. We
ought to take a look at the State lab-
oratories and look at how we are sup-
porting State laboratories, which many
crashed, the whole infrastructure dur-
ing COVID, the public health infra-
structure nearly crashed.

This amendment is in conflict with
the intended purpose of the law. Once
again, it takes money rather than add-
ing to. It is intended to supplement,
but what it does is it supplants.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
oppose the amendment, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Chair,
in response I would just say that this is
simply to supplement the National
Strategic Stockpiles. It is not to re-
place them. It is not to do anything
but give the States the opportunity to
have their own stockpiles. This is not a
cookie-cutter-type situation that you
have here. Different States have dif-
ferent needs. We all understand that,
and this is what that addresses.

Mr. Chair, this is a commonsense bill
and commonsense amendment, and I
would ask and encourage my col-
leagues to vote in favor.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I stand in
continued opposition to the amend-
ment. It is hard to fathom the logic of
supplanting versus supplementing. If
you are taking money from the stock-
pile, you are taking away the funds
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that are there, but you are not adding
funds to what they already have so, in
fact, you are taking money from the
SNS for this other effort which is con-
trary to what the law states.

I agree different States have dif-
ferent needs, et cetera. That is why I
think that what you ought to do is to
buttress what we are doing in State
laboratories, dealing with data mod-
ernization, to make our public health
infrastructure as strong as possible.
This really takes money away from the
SNS.

Mr. Chair, I oppose it, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. CARTER).

The amendment was agreed to.
AMENDMENT NO. 55 OFFERED BY MR. GOOD OF
VIRGINIA

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 55 printed
in part B of House Report 118-272.

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Chair, I
have an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 94, line 14, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘“‘(reduced by $28,000,000)"".

Page 195, line 9, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(increased by $28,000,000)"’.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 864, the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. GooD) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Chair,
today, I ask for my colleagues’ support
for my amendment to cut $28 million
from this bill and contribute that
money to paying down our deficit.

My amendment takes the funds from
the allocation to minority AIDS pre-
vention. The targeted $28 million is ac-
tually a small fraction of what Ameri-
cans pay in research and prevention of
AIDS.

According to HIV.gov, we spent $28
billion—1,000 times this targeted
amount—on the domestic response to
HIV/AIDS this year.

The government approach to tack-
ling HIV/AIDS encompasses five agen-
cies and countless offices within those
agencies. Our Housing and Urban De-
velopment Department, our Justice De-
partment, our Defense Department, all
of them spent money to combat AIDS
last year. In fact, there are at least a
dozen programs focused on AIDS, and
the more you look into it, the more it
represents the typical, bloated, ineffec-
tive government spending.

My amendment targets, again, one-
tenth of a percent of those funds that
are racially focused because, once
again, we are dividing people and our
research based on race, which does
nothing to help all Americans. Race
can be a contributing factor in health
outcomes, but that doesn’t mean it
needs special funding.
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If a disease disproportionately im-
pacts a certain group, that will come
out in the research and that group will
benefit more from the program. The
funds themselves should not be allo-
cated based on race but allocated based
on need.

I hope my colleagues will join me in
reducing a small amount of spending
for an issue that our government al-
ready spends billions upon.

If Members are bold enough to cut
spending, we can contribute to reduc-
ing our deficit, and that is an issue
that actually helps all Americans re-
gardless of race.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I claim the
time in opposition to the amendment.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
from Connecticut is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I rise in
strong opposition to this amendment.
This amendment would cut $28 million
from the Department of Health and
Human Services for the purpose of
eliminating the Minority HIV/AIDS
Prevention Initiative.

How far my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle have come from the vi-
sion of George Bush and his PEPFAR
Initiative. The underlying bill already
cuts funding for the Minority HIV/
AIDS Prevention Initiative by more
than 50 percent. We have cut it already
in this bill by 50 percent from its cur-
rent funding level of $60 million to a
proposed funding level of only $28 mil-
lion. That is unacceptable.

In the explanatory materials the Re-
publican majority posted online to ac-
company the Labor, HHS, Education
appropriations bill, the majority ac-
knowledges ‘‘the critical role that the
Minority AIDS Initiative plays in our
longstanding efforts to eliminate HIV
and address the disproportionate dis-
ease burden that racial minority com-
munities face.” That is in the explana-
tory materials, and that is true.
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The minority HIV/AIDS prevention
initiative supports HIV prevention, as
well as treatment in minority commu-
nities to help address that disparity.

While we have made significant ad-
vances in recent decades against the
HIV epidemic, it continues to be a cri-
sis in many racial and ethnic minority
communities. Almost three out of four
new HIV diagnoses are among racial
and ethnic minorities.

This amendment to eliminate fund-
ing for the minority HIV/AIDS preven-
tion initiative would take us back to a
time when the Federal Government
turned a blind eye to the spread of HIV,
especially in minority communities.

Let me be clear: Not only is this
amendment unacceptable, but the
funding cut of more than 50 percent in
the base bill is unacceptable. When we
go to conference with the Senate, after
this House bill goes up in flames, I will
ensure that these disastrous funding
cuts are not included in the final bill.
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I strongly urge my colleagues to vote
“no” on this amendment, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Chair, I
reiterate, there are over a dozen agen-
cies that focus on this issue, and this
amendment reduces by one-tenth of 1
percent the amount that is allocated
toward AIDS research and prevention
in our country today. This is the por-
tion which is race based, which of
course my friends across the aisle can-
not tolerate any reduction or elimi-
nation of any program that is race
based because their policies seek to di-
vide the country.

This $28 million may seem like a drop
in the bucket of what does need to be
cut from our Federal spending, but this
is a start.

I urge my colleagues to support en-
suring funding allocation that is based
on need and not based on race and to
vote in favor of this amendment.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I continue
to oppose this amendment. I also might
add, if you take the base bill which my
Republican colleagues have come for-
ward with, which is really unaccept-
able, the base bill ends the HIV initia-
tive. These are programs that have
been eliminated. It eliminates the HIV
initiative here.

This amendment would further cut
the opportunity for treating AIDS in
the minority community. What is
going on here that we are not moving
toward ending the HIV epidemic? We
are close to it, which is why we dealt
with this initiative on a bipartisan
basis over the last 4 years.

This, once again, is my colleagues
turning their backs on saving people’s
lives. What more important effort
should we be involved in in this Con-
gress?

Mr. Chair, I oppose this amendment,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Chairman,
we have the opportunity today to stop
treating people differently based on
race and to cut our spending together
in one amendment. I support it, and I
urge passage of it.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. GOOD).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I demand a
recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Virginia will be
postponed.

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 58, printed
in part B of House Report 118-272.

AMENDMENT NO. 61 OFFERED BY MS. BOEBERT

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 61 printed
in part B of House Report 118-272.
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Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 132, line 16, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(increased by $2,000,000)"’.

Page 132, line 20, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(increased by $2,000,000)"’.

Page 145, line 7, after the dollar amount,
insert “(reduced by $2,000,000)"’.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 864, the gentlewoman
from Colorado (Ms. BOEBERT) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Colorado.

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Chair, I rise
today to offer my amendment that
transfers funds from government bu-
reaucracy to charter school grants.

As a mom raising four boys, I under-
stand that families across this country
want the best education possible for
their children. One size does not fit all
when it comes to education and our
Nation’s youth, and education matters
are best handled at the State, local,
and especially family levels.

Charter schools are an important
part of the public education landscape
because they empower parents to
choose a high-quality educational envi-
ronment for their child regardless of
income or ZIP Code. The unique edu-
cational experience of attending char-
ter schools ensures more children have
a chance to achieve the American
Dream.

During the first two full school years
of COVID, nearly 240,000 additional stu-
dents enrolled in public charter
schools. Charter schools were the only
sector of public education to grow dur-
ing the COVID lockdowns. They also
serve our Nation’s marginalized chil-
dren.

A 2021 analysis of research on charter
school effects and competitive influ-
ence by the National Bureau of Eco-
nomic Research highlighted trends
from three decades of research on char-
ter schools. They found that charter
schools boost student test scores, par-
ticularly for Black, Hispanic, and low-
income students, and that attending
charter schools increases college en-
rollment and civic engagement.

The competitive impact of charter
schools on traditional public schools
suggests a beneficial influence on
neighboring schools’ student achieve-
ment.

The Charter Schools Program is the
only program at the Department of
Education that supports school choice
and allows parents to place their chil-
dren in a school that works for their
unique needs. Parents know how to
raise their children better than govern-
ment bureaucrats and teachers’ unions.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
support my amendment that transfers
funds from the government bureauc-
racy to charter school grants, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I claim the
time in opposition.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
from Connecticut is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I rise in
strong opposition to this amendment
because for me this amendment con-
tinues that road that has been laid out
in this Labor-HHS bill where the ma-
jority is moving to really eliminate
public education in the United States.

This bill decimates public education
by cutting the Department of Edu-
cation by $22.5 billion, 28 percent. It
seeks to plus-up one of the only edu-
cation programs that received an in-
crease, the Charter Schools Program.
They cut everything else in public edu-
cation but increased the charter
schools in this bill.

We have had some spirited discus-
sions about charter schools on the
Labor-HHS subcommittee, and there
are certainly some differences of opin-
ion around the role that they should
play in our public education system
and whether they have historically re-
ceived appropriate oversight by the De-
partment of Education.

The Charter Schools Program pro-
vides seed money to open new charter
schools around the country. We should
be in agreement on one point: This pro-
gram has far more money than the De-
partment of Education knows what to
do with.

In 2019, months after Secretary
DeVos pleaded with our subcommittee
for a $60 million increase to the Char-
ter Schools Program, the Department
approached us with warnings that de-
mand for funding was low. Sure
enough, before the end of the year, the
Department was unable to use the full
appropriation and transferred $12 mil-
lion to other education accounts. That
was almost 3 percent of the program’s
appropriation.

In addition, over the years, our com-
mittee discussed issues raised by the
inspector general, including findings
that States have mismanaged charter
school closures and that the Depart-
ment failed to provide any adequate
guidance or oversight on the issue. I
know my colleagues on the other side
of the aisle want oversight, and that is
why we need to continue our oversight
of the Charter Schools Program with
respect to accountability, trans-
parency, and success. Many open, many
close. Many take people, and then they
disgorge people.

I support charter schools, but not at
the risk of eliminating public edu-
cation in this country, which is one of
the issues that is on the agenda of the
Republican majority in this Labor-HHS
bill. This amendment provides a waste-
ful increase that would be better di-
rected at restoring some of the under-
lying bill’s disastrous cuts.

Let’s take a look at those cuts that
are disastrous in education. Let’s make
sure that we are supporting title I.
Let’s make sure that we are supporting
the development of teachers. Let’s
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make sure that we are looking at
Promise Neighborhoods. Let’s make
sure that we are dealing with the social
and emotional learning of our kids in-
stead of plussing-up a program that has
enough money to make it and has not
had the kind of oversight it needs in
order to make sure that it is doing its
job.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
vote “‘no” on this amendment, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Chair, I also have
an amendment to add funding to the
IG’s account, and this amendment
takes no funds from public schools.
This is simply giving more choice to
families throughout our Nation.

Transparency is good, and the argu-
ment that we just heard was not so
good. Parents know how to raise their
children better than government bu-
reaucrats and politicians. We certainly
experienced that during the COVID
lockdowns. The restrictions that we
saw to our children’s education and the
educational experiences that were lost
during those 2 years or more of COVID
lockdowns were a travesty.

I cannot reiterate enough that par-
ents know how to raise their children
better than politicians, better than bu-
reaucrats, better than teachers’
unions. We want to strengthen the
Charter Schools Program, and that is
what this amendment does.

Mr. Chair, I urge adoption of my
amendment, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I continue
my opposition of this amendment. As I
understand it, this is an increase for
the inspector general. As I mentioned a
few moments ago, the inspector gen-
eral has done intensive investigation of
the charter school movement. They
have findings that the States mis-
managed charter school closures, and
the Department failed to provide ade-
quate guidance or oversight on this
issue.

Mr. Chair, I oppose this amendment,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-

tlewoman from Colorado (Ms.
BOEBERT).
The amendment was agreed to.
0 1500

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I move to
strike the last word.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
from Connecticut is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I yield to
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
HOYER), the ranking member of the
Subcommittee on Financial Services
and General Government.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I thank the
gentlewoman for yielding.

This bill perhaps will pass this
House. It certainly will not pass the
Senate, and it will not see the light of
day on the President’s desk.

We spend our time here arguing a bill
that violates the agreement made by
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314 of us in this body, 166 Democrats
and 149 Republicans. A majority of
both parties said that we are going to
have a funding level, otherwise known
in our jargon as a 302(a) number; we
will mark to that number; the Senate
will mark to that number; and we will
be able to get a bill.

We have not done that, nor is there
any intention to do that because com-
promise is out of the question and con-
frontation is the order of the day.

I do not rise solely to talk about this
Labor-HHS bill. I rise because I just
came from a rally. It was an American
rally on behalf of Israel, on behalf of
the people of Israel, and in opposition
to terror, murder, genocide, and the
willingness of some to claim the de-
struction of Israel and its people as
their objective.

Yet, what do we do here in the House
of Representatives? We sound an uncer-
tain trumpet. If Speaker JOHNSON, who
spoke at the rally today in support of
Israel, would bring that bill to the
floor to help fund that effort, it would
pass with over 400 votes. Yet, it lies
slumbering somewhere between the
House and the Senate, and the Senate
won’t consider it.

In addition, we are here disagreeing
but disagreeing peacefully. Unfortu-
nately, the citizens of Ukraine do not
have that luxury. They stand. They
fight for freedom, for democracy,
against a Russian criminal attack on a
free and sovereign nation.

What do we do? We argue about a bill
that is going nowhere, another uncer-
tain trumpet of our conviction that the
defense of democracy and freedom is
worthy of our votes.

Mr. Chair, 400 votes for Israel, over
300 votes for Ukraine, and it does not
come to the floor.

How strong a voice does America
send to not only our enemies but to our
allies as to our commitment to democ-
racy, to freedom, and to international
law? How muddled our voice seems to
be on the international scene.

Mr. Chair, I hope you bring those two
bills to the floor, not as a political
deal, not as a tit for tat, but as a state-
ment of America that we stand for
those who fight for freedom and democ-
racy and a world of law.

Bring those bills to the floor. We
have already voted eight or nine times
on Ukraine, 300 votes every vote, and
Israel, over 400 votes.

Please do that, Mr. Chair. Please do
it for our own ideals. Do it for the de-
fense of democracy and freedom and
survival in Israel and freedom and de-
mocracy and sovereignty in UKkraine.
America ought to do no less.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair,
back the balance of my time.

AMENDMENT NO. 62 OFFERED BY MS. BOEBERT

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. VAN DREW).
It is now in order to consider amend-
ment No. 62 printed in part B of House
Report 118-272.

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

I yield
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The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

On page 130, line 15, after the dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)"".

On page 131, line 17, after the dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)"".

On page 145, line 7, after the dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(reduced by $2,000,000)"’.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 864, the gentlewoman
from Colorado (Ms. Boebert) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Colorado.

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Chair, I rise
today to offer my amendment that
transfers funds from the Department of
Education bureaucracy to support the
Rural Education Achievement Pro-
gram, REAP.

Most of the country’s poorest coun-
ties are rural and are often discon-
nected from the nonprofits and social
service agencies that fill the gaps in
urban and suburban schools.

After decades of population loss and
divestment by State governments,
many rural communities are struggling
to keep up when it comes to educating
our children and are being forced to
close. When these schools close, chil-
dren are forced to travel additional
hours to get to school. Closures and
consolidations also force teachers, ad-
ministrators, and educators out of
their jobs.

Yet, America has continued to turn a
blind eye, leaving our rural commu-
nities helpless. More than 9.3 million
children attend rural schools. This
makes up nearly one-fifth of public
school students across the country.

Rural children had an especially hard
time keeping up when Democrats shut
down our schools for 2 years and re-
quired students to learn via Zoom.
Many of our children in rural commu-
nities don’t have access to the inter-
net, and some don’t even have cell
phone service. They deserve better
than this.

The Rural Education Achievement
Program initiatives are designed to
help rural districts that may lack the
personnel and resources to compete ef-
fectively for competitive Federal
grants.

There are two dedicated programs
funded by this account that aim to as-
sist rural school districts with improv-
ing teaching and learning in their
schools. The Small, Rural School
Achievement Program provides funds
to rural districts that serve a small
number of students. The Rural and
Low-Income School Program provides
funds to rural districts that serve con-
centrations of poor students regardless
of the number of students served by the
district.

Our children deserve a proper edu-
cation no matter what their ZIP Code
is, and it is our duty to build a better
future for them.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
support my amendment that transfers
funds from the Department of Edu-

H5787

cation bureaucracy to the Rural Edu-
cation Achievement Program.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Colorado (Ms.
BOEBERT).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 63 OFFERED BY MS. BOEBERT

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 63 printed
in part B of House Report 118-272.

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

On page 132, line 4, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)".

On page 145, line 7, after the dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(reduced by $2,000,000)".

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 864, the gentlewoman
from Colorado (Ms. BOEBERT) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Colorado.

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Chair, I rise
today to offer my amendment on behalf
of the thousands of Native Americans
who deserve a quality education that
respects their culture, history, and
identity. These students face unique
challenges and opportunities in their
communities, and they need our sup-
port to achieve their full potential.

The Federal Government has a trust
responsibility to provide educational
services to Tribes and their members
as established by treaties, statutes,
and court decisions. However, for far
too long, this responsibility has been
neglected and underfunded, resulting in
poor outcomes and inequities for Na-
tive students.

According to the Office of Indian
Education, there are 183 bureau-funded
elementary and secondary schools lo-
cated on 64 reservations in 23 States,
serving approximately 42,000 Native
students. These schools are often in re-
mote and rural areas with limited ac-
cess to resources, technology, and
qualified teachers. Many of these
schools are also in dire need of repair
and renovation, posing health and safe-
ty risks to students and staff.

Mr. Chair, I believe that education is
the key to empowering opportunity
and prosperity for all Americans. I also
believe that we have a moral and legal
obligation to honor our commitments
to Tribes and their members and to re-
spect their sovereignty and self-deter-
mination.

By redirecting wasteful spending in
this bill to Native Americans’ edu-
cation, we can make a difference in the
lives of Native students and in the
strength and resilience of Tribal com-
munities.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
support my amendment to transfer
funds from the Department of Edu-
cation bureaucracy to the Indian Edu-
cation account.
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Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Colorado (Ms.
BOEBERT).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 69 OFFERED BY MR. BIGGS

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 69 printed
in part B of House Report 118-272.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 140, line 6, after the dollar amount,
insert “(reduced by $9,250,000,000).

Page 195, line 9, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $9,250,000,000)"".

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 864, the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. BIGGS) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Chairman, I rise in
support of my amendment that would
cut funding for the student financial
assistance account by $9.25 billion.

The student financial assistance ac-
count is being funded at $22 billion for
fiscal year 2024. This account provides
funding for grants, loans, and other fi-
nancial assistance to students who
choose to pursue higher education, but
the Federal Government’s subsidiza-
tion of higher education costs for indi-
viduals has actually created perverse
incentives for higher education institu-
tions to raise prices for all students
and prospective students.

This is a spiral and cycle that has
been going on for decades. A 2017 study
from the Federal Reserve found the av-
erage tuition increase associated with
expansion of student loans is as much
as 60 cents per dollar.

Federal student loan subsidies don’t
help students with the cost of higher
education. These subsidies actually re-
sult in increased costs for higher edu-
cation, tuition, fees, and expenses.

With the Federal Government bear-
ing the brunt of student loans, colleges
are guaranteed to get the funding they
ask for at the expense of the American
taxpayer. This is a cycle that only
leads to higher spending each fiscal
year.

Cutting funding for this program
would claw back billions that could be
diverted to lowering the national debt
and the financial burden on the tax-
payer.

The Federal Government should not
have a place in the monetary affairs of
its private citizens. That is a matter
for private banks, colleges, and stu-
dents.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I claim the
time in opposition.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
from Connecticut is recognized for 5
minutes.
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I rise in
strong opposition to this amendment.
Make no mistake, this amendment will
result in fewer students receiving Pell
grants and will cut the maximum Pell
grant award for 6.4 million students
who use Federal student aid to pay to
get a college education.

A cut of $9.25 billion will leave the
program with a shortfall of $875 million
in 2024. Under special scoring rules for
the Pell Grant Program passed by Con-
gress nearly two decades ago, Congress
cannot provide less funding than re-
quired under current estimates by the
Congressional Budget Office.

O 1515
This cuts a Pell grant to every single
Pell recipient. If this amendment

passes, the Pell grant program would
have less funding than required to sus-
tain the current maximum award and
existing eligibility parameters.

Faced with this reality, House Re-
publicans will have two choices—cut
the Pell grant maximum award or kick
students out of the Pell Grant Pro-
gram.

At a time when students and families
are struggling to cover rising college
costs, it was already unconscionable
that House Republicans would elimi-
nate Federal Work-Study for 660,000
students and eliminate the Supple-
mental Education Opportunity Grants
for another 1.7 million students nation-
wide. It was already cruel when House
Republicans offered no relief to rising
college costs by freezing the maximum
Pell grant for the first time in 12 years.

If this amendment passes, House Re-
publicans will go one step further by
cutting the maximum Pell grant or
kicking students out of the program.
This is truly a new low.

Does anyone in this Chamber remem-
ber Senator Claiborne Pell? I remem-
ber him. Claiborne Pell was from
Rhode Island to the manner born, afflu-
ent, but he had a vision. He understood
that the sons and daughters of working
men and women of middle-class fami-
lies, of vulnerable families, had a right
to an education just as every rich per-
son in this country does, and therefore,
he created this program, the Pell Grant
Program.

If my colleagues on the other side of
the aisle pass this amendment, then, in
fact, they are on that road that I have
said over and over and over again is
eliminating public education in the
United States of America, eliminating
opportunity for people to succeed in
this country.

Why would you want a legacy or a
legend that follows you with that kind
of effort?

The United States is the land of op-
portunity. It should be, particularly
where it comes to education for our
children. It is the way to the future.

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘“‘no’’ on
this misguided amendment, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Chair, as it stands
today, Americans owe over $1.7 trillion
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in student loan debt, more than 5 per-
cent of the Nation’s total $33 trillion
debt.

The annual cost of attendance for
students living on campus at a public
4-year State institution is 26 grand, or
over $104,000 for a 4-year degree. Out-of-
State students pay $27,000, or over
$108,000. Private nonprofit university
students pay 55 grand, or more than
$225,000.

Do you know what is a new low? Do
you know what is cruel? Do you know
what is unconscionable? It is sending
kids out with worthless degrees with
debt that they can never sustain.

It is a new low to oppose something
like this because you know what is
driving this? It is the exponential
growth of children and kids who are
coming up who cannot afford education
because your grants, your continued
giving of taxpayer funding to the uni-
versities has actually increased the
number of people who have to get as-
sistance.

Why? Because tuition has spiked. It
is growing multiples of the inflation
rate. That is what is cruel. That is
what is unconscionable.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR. Members are re-
minded to direct their remarks to the
Chair.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I yield the
balance of my time to the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. ScoTT), the distin-
guished ranking member of the Edu-
cation and the Workforce Committee.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Chair, I
rise in opposition to the amendment
and the underlying bill. House Repub-
licans’ partisan bill is an attack on
students, workers, and families.

For 2024, the bill would cut close to
$64 billion, roughly 28 percent from the
Department of Labor, Health and
Human Services, Education, and Re-
lated Agencies. The last time it was
this low was in 2008.

Inequity in America’s education sys-
tem persists. Significant funding dis-
parities among neighboring schools
continue to rob students of equal ac-
cess to quality education, and this bill
cuts title I significantly.

Moreover, the bill cuts other pro-
grams like completely eliminating the
Federal Work-Study that allows stu-
dents to work their way through col-
lege; the Teacher Quality Partnership;
the Job Corps, completely eliminated.

There are essential programs that
workers in our districts rely on, and if
this becomes law, those programs
would be eliminated. This amendment
would cut Federal student aid, making
it more likely that they would have to
take out student loans.

The underlying bill is bad enough. It
is the first time in over a decade that
the Pell grant wouldn’t increase.

Also, our Nation is facing disturbing
child labor law violations, and House
Republicans are slashing the OSHA
budget. Despite actively negotiating
bipartisan reauthorization for the
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Workforce Innovation and Opportunity
Act, we are proposing cuts in adult and
youth job training programs.

Finally, the bill is an insult to fami-
lies. It cuts Head Start programs so
drastically, if this bill were to become
law, 50,000 children would lose access to
childcare.

Mr. Chair, I would ask that we op-
pose the amendment and the under-
lying bill, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Chair, what is driv-
ing the increased costs of tuition? Well,
most of that is because the bureauc-
ratization of academia. That drives
costs higher every year.

Let’s go back to that 2017 study from
the Federal Reserve Bank of New York.
The average tuition increase associated
with expansion of student loans is 60
cents for every dollar. So when your
tuition is going up a buck, 60 cents of
it is because of expansion of student
loan programs.

The Biden administration’s efforts to
eliminate student loan debt is wrong—
wrong because they force everyday
Americans to pay for the student loans
taken out by others and wrong because
they doubled down on a failed public
policy that incentivizes price in-
creases. You incentivize tuition to go
up. Why would a university ever reduce
its tuition or its costs? They know that
they have the Federal Government to
backstop every student who wants to
go in.

The way to curb the rise in both col-
lege tuition and student debt is to get
the Federal Government out of the stu-
dent loan business. The result will
bring about more fiscally responsible
citizens and a more fiscally responsible
Federal Government. This would make
the loan market more responsible and
cause colleges to rein in their costs and
reduce tuition so fewer students would
need Pell grants or private aid.

Private lending would also limit tax-
payers’ exposure to billions of dollars
in student loan defaults. Did I say bil-
lions? I meant to say trillions because
that is where we sit.

Now, I want to respond in the time I
have left to the cynical statement by
the previous speaker who was talking
about aid to Israel. We passed aid to
Israel by a 226-196 vote. How did that
happen? Mr. Chair, 196 of my friends
across the aisle did not want to provide
aid to Israel in that circumstance.

Mr. Chair, I urge people to adopt this
amendment, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. BIGGS).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Chair, I demand
a recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Arizona will be
postponed.
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AMENDMENT NO. 70 OFFERED BY MR. BIGGS

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 70 printed
in part B of House Report 118-272.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 140, line 15, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $1,769,207,000)"".

Page 195, line 9, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $1,769,207,000)"".

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 864, the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. BIGGS) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Chair, I rise to speak
in support of my amendment that
would strike funding for the Student
Aid Administration.

The Student Aid Administration pro-
vides funding for the government to ad-
minister student financial assistance
programs, including funding for the of-
fice responsible for ensuring account-
ability for higher education institu-
tions who receive Federal dollars.

Unfortunately, under this adminis-
tration, this regime, the Department of
Education has developed a pattern of
attacking large, higher education insti-
tutions that have a religious affili-
ation.

I will give you two of these today.

The Department of Education has re-
peatedly gone after Grand Canyon Uni-
versity, the largest private Christian
university in the country. The Depart-
ment of Education levied a $37.7 mil-
lion fine. This is the largest fine in the
Department’s history.

GCU was a nonprofit from its incep-
tion in 1949 until 2004 when they
partnered with private investors in
order to avoid closing.

In 2018, GCU returned to its nonprofit
status and is recognized by the IRS,
the Higher Learning Commission, the
State of Arizona, Arizona Private Post-
secondary Board, and the NCAA. How-
ever, despite all this, the Department
of Education has refused to acknowl-
edge GCU’s nonprofit status for pur-
poses of Federal student financial aid.

By not acknowledging GCU’s non-
profit status, the Department of Edu-
cation is able to target GCU and others
as ‘‘bad actors due to the dispropor-
tionate number of Americans who at-
tend those schools and then default on
Federal student loans.”

However, GCU provides much higher
levels of transparency than are legally
required, and it is considered a leader
in education transparency. The Depart-
ment of Education, for instance, only
requires universities to provide cost es-
timates for the first year in college—
for first-year, first-time students, and
only for undergraduate programs, but
GCU goes beyond these requirements
by providing cost estimates for each
year of the program study and for all of
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its degree programs, including the doc-
toral level.

Rather than apply what GCU has
done, the Department has attacked
them, making this fine all the more
troubling. The Department of Edu-
cation is trying to make the claim that
GCU lied to students about the cost to
attend doctorate programs, but that is
inaccurate.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I claim the
time in opposition.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
from Connecticut is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, this is one
more amendment on the road to elimi-
nating public education in the United
States of America.

I rise in strong opposition to this
amendment. I am shocked by this
amendment’s intent to eliminate all
funding to the Department of Edu-
cation’s Office of Federal Student Aid.
What will this mean for the 17.5 million
students who need to fill out a Free
Application for Federal Student Aid,
the FAFSA? What will this mean for
the 6.4 million students who rely on
Pell grants to pay for college? What
will this mean for nearly 43 million in-
dividuals, one in six adult Americans
who are working to repay their Federal
student loans?

Make no mistake, this amendment
signals an intent to destroy postsec-
ondary education in this country. The
House Republican Labor, HHS, Edu-
cation bill already follows through on
the other side’s intent to break and
dismantle public and postsecondary
education for American students and
families. This amendment just takes
that destruction to another level.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
vote “‘no’” on this amendment, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Chair, GCU’s degree
program calculator provides the total
estimated cost for a 60-credit doctoral
program the exact same way it does for
other degree programs. That is not re-
quired under the Department of Edu-
cation, but the Department of Edu-
cation still goes after them.

GCU in its effort for clear trans-
parency in red print above the calcu-
lator makes clear both the average
number of continuation courses and
cost for continuation courses that stu-
dents may need to complete a doctoral
dissertation.

The Department of Ed even acknowl-
edges that GCU provides this disclo-
sure, but nonetheless, continues to go
after them. GCU graduates are incur-
ring less debt than the national aver-
age due to its affordable tuition rates,
and still, the Department of Ed goes
after them.

A GAO report found that 91 percent
of American colleges have misleading
information in their financial aid of-
fers, but GCU is the only nonprofit uni-
versity being attacked from the De-
partment of Education.
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At the same time, Liberty University
is being threatened with a similar $37
million fine by the Department of Edu-
cation, alleging Clery Act violations
based on a preliminary report in May
of this year.

Liberty University has fully cooper-
ated with the Department’s investiga-
tion and found the Department made
significant errors, misstatements, and
unsupported conclusions in their find-
ings.

Why is Liberty University getting
threatened with what would be another
$37 million fine from the Department of
Education when they are fully cooper-
ating?
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These two big universities are two of
the largest Christian universities in
America. Is that why they are being at-
tacked by this Department of Edu-
cation? It certainly seems to be the
case.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. ScoTT), the distinguished
ranking member of the Education and
Workforce Committee.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Chair, we
know that the most effective way for
young people to get into the middle
class is with an education. Those with-
out an education are going to have
challenges. Whatever station of life
you come from, if you get a good edu-
cation, you have got a good shot at the
American Dream.

When President Johnson signed the
Higher Education Act back in 1965, he
said that essentially any student in
any State could apply to any college or
university and not be turned away be-
cause their family is poor. This amend-
ment essentially eliminates that pow-
erful promise.

What is the vision for administering
the opportunity to get an education?
How are you going to get a Pell grant
if you don’t have anywhere to apply?
How are you going to administer stu-
dent loans?

This just eliminates the opportunity
for young people to get the education
they deserve. I would hope that we
would not adopt this amendment and,
in fact, not even adopt the underlying
bill. We need to make sure those oppor-
tunities are there.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Chair, I ask my
friends: Do you support a tax on pri-
vate Christian universities by the De-
partment of Education, the very De-
partment that I am trying to defund?

When you talk about the American
Dream, student loan debt is crushing
graduates, which is why when you look
at polling, it indicates very clearly
that young graduates do not believe
they will attain the American Dream
that their parents had access to. They
are coming out with crushing student
debt at the same time that that same
Department is trying to crush very fine
universities.
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Mr. Chair, I urge adoption of my
amendment, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, may I in-
quire as to how much time is remain-
ing?

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
from Connecticut has 2% minutes re-
maining.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, the gen-
tleman wants to cut and wants to pri-
vatize higher education. He wants to
send students to the for-profit colleges
where there is a raft of information
about how they are harming college
students, and he wants to provide fund-
ing for the for-profit online program
management companies, profiteers.
That is who these folks are. It is every-
where. We know it.

The data is rife with how they have
created terrible situations for young
people, and even those who are older,
by shutting down, leaving these people
with a bill, about not providing a cre-
dential so that people can get jobs.
They are a menace on our education
system.

The gentleman here, as I understand
it, will cut the Department of Edu-
cation’s Office of Federal Student Aid
in order——

Mr. BIGGS. Will the gentlewoman
yield?

Ms. DELAURO. No, I am sorry, I
won’t.——in order to be able to support
an online, for-profit industry that is
bilking America’s students and, in
many instances, America’s veterans. It
is really pretty incredible the direction
that the majority will go in destroying
public education in this country.

Mr. Chair, may I inquire as to the
time remaining?

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
from Connecticut has 15 seconds re-
maining.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, with that
15 seconds, I will repeat what I said. We
are looking at something that is scur-
rilous, supporting institutions that
have been putting our students and our
veterans at great risk.

Mr. Chair, I oppose this amendment,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. BIGGS).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I demand a
recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Arizona will be
postponed.

AMENDMENT NO. 71 OFFERED BY MR. BIGGS

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 71 printed
in part B of House Report 118-272.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:
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Page 142, line 4, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(reduced by $2,767,239,000)".

Page 142, line 25, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $10,000,000)"’.

Page 195, line 9, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(increased by $2,767,239,000)"".

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 864, the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. BIGGS) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Chair, I am going to
respond to the ‘‘scurrilous’ comments
made in the last statement. Nothing in
my amendment addressed online, for-
profit private colleges, postsecondary.
That was a deliberate
mischaracterization of what I said, be-
cause the two universities I talked
about are both nonprofit universities,
recognized as postsecondary education
institutions.

GCU is recognized by the IRS as non-
profit, Higher Learning Commission,
State of Arizona, and the Arizona Pri-
vate Postsecondary Board. Liberty
University is equal in their classifica-
tion.

To say what was said for 2% minutes,
to actually misdirect and try to
misattribute my purpose, was an as-
cribing of motivations which should
have been taken down.

Mr. Chair, I rise now to speak in sup-
port of my amendment, which would
strike funding for the higher education
account. It appropriates over $2.7 bil-
lion. This account provides appropria-
tions for grant programs that provide
direct taxpayer support to higher edu-
cation institutions.

The effect of government subsidy and
control has been more damaging than
anyone has yet realized. Coupled with
student assistance programs, direct
government assistance to institutions
has led to increased education costs
and administrative costs.

Let’s think of it. College costs are
out of control. Harvard, the total cost
of attending for 4 years is now around
$300 grand. College costs have risen to
this level because D.C. is heavily sub-
sidizing tuition through Federal grants
and loans, leaving colleges and univer-
sities free to increase their prices be-
cause they know the Federal Govern-
ment is going to pick up the tab in be-
tween.

In FY 2023, we enacted a level of
$2.994 billion, $600 million more than
fiscal year 2019.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I claim the
time in opposition.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
from Connecticut is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, just as a
point of reference, Grand Canyon is on-
line and nonprofit in name only.

I rise in strong opposition to this
amendment. I am shocked by this
amendment’s intent. To eliminate all
Federal education funding for Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Universities,



November 14, 2023

HBCUs, and minority-serving institu-
tions, it is staggering, truly stag-
gering. $400 million for HBCUs, elimi-
nated. $228 million for Hispanic-serving
institutions, eliminated. $100 for his-
torically Black graduate institutions,
eliminated. $562 million for Tribal col-
leges and universities, eliminated. Pub-
lic education, eliminated.

This colossal cut also eliminates
countless other programs that help
students access a postsecondary edu-
cation and receive expanded economic
opportunities.

$1.2 trillion for the Federal TRIO pro-
gram, eliminated. How far we have
come. I have been on this Appropria-
tions Committee for almost 28 years
and been on the Labor-HHS sub-
committee, and I can remember my
Republican colleague Ralph Regula.
Some of my colleagues on the other
side will remember Ralph. There was
no bigger supporter of the TRIO pro-
gram or for the GEAR UP program. He
understood the relevance of these eco-
nomic and educational opportunities
for youngsters.

It was not just Ralph Regula. I can
go down the line in a bipartisan way of
individuals who have supported the
TRIO program. It is eliminated. $388
million for the Federal GEAR UP pro-
gram, eliminated.

Once again, the House Republican
goal in this bill is crystal clear: De-
stroy postsecondary education oppor-
tunity for students and for families na-
tionwide. This amendment makes that
goal explicit.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
vote “‘no” on this amendment, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Chair, it is a shame
that people make aspersions on the
floor when they don’t know anything
about a subject.

I think of Grand Canyon University
and the 35,000 students on campus, on a
physical plant, in Phoenix, Arizona. I
just heard that they are an online
school. Go tell those people who com-
mute or live in the dorms at one of the
fastest growing physical plant cam-
puses in the country.

It is like saying the University of Ar-
izona is an online school, with their
35,000 students, because they have an
online program where you can get a
bachelor’s degree without ever setting
foot on campus, or ASU or BYU, or any
of the hundreds of other campuses.

How can you misdirect and try to at-
tack an amendment when you simply
don’t know what is going on with what
you are saying? It is astounding. It is
astounding.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I just had
a quick look. At Grand Canyon, 86,000
students are online, so let’s put that
aside.

The essential point of this amend-
ment is what it would do to education
and educational opportunities. As I
mentioned, for the historically Black
colleges, eliminated; Hispanic-serving
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institutions, eliminated; historically
Black graduate institutions, elimi-
nated; Tribal colleges—where else do
you want to go to revoke education for
youngsters in this country?

I g0 back to an unbelievable man of
vision, Claiborne Pell, who said, let’s
make postsecondary education avail-
able to all, not just the rich.

0 1545

I said it before on this floor. I am the
daughter of an immigrant family who
shared the dream that I would be here
someday. The road for me was edu-
cation—tough. My mother worked as a
garment worker in the old sweatshops
in the city of New Haven. My father
was an insurance agent. They pieced
together what they could to give me
the best education that I could have so
I could have success. I am successful. I
am here and grateful for it.

All those young people out there who
are going to be denied a chance to get
a college education because somewhere
deep inside the psyche of the Repub-
lican majority now—this hasn’t been in
the past; there has been bipartisan sup-
port on these issues—but right now
deep in that psyche is that we have to
rid ourselves of public education.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Chairman, nobody
wants to revoke postsecondary edu-
cation. What we want to do is acknowl-
edge what the Federal Government has
done to distort the cost of education.

The New York Fed itself has said it is
eating it up, and 60 percent of every
tuition increase is coming because of
this aid. We want to get it down so it
is affordable again. We want nobody
leaving college crushed by the student
debt that they have. That is what is
going on here.

The fiscal year 2023 enacted level was
$3 billion. That is $600 million more
than just a few years before in 2019.
The 2024 number is slightly less, but it
doesn’t do enough to cut spending
when we are $35.5 trillion in debt.

Let’s talk about what is happening.
Universities are discriminating against
conservative-leaning students. We see
that. We had a hearing on that just last
week. A recent University of North
Carolina study found that conservative
students within the UNC system face
distinctive challenges when it comes to
free speech and expression.

Nearly 68 percent of conservative stu-
dents are at least slightly concerned
about possible social consequences that
may come from voicing one’s true opin-
ion in class. It is a massive problem
that higher education fosters.

It is time that we move the Federal
Government out of this business be-
cause they don’t have any constitu-
tional authority to be there in the first
place.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. BIGGS).
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The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Chair, I demand
a recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Arizona will be
postponed.

AMENDMENT NO. 76 OFFERED BY MR. BIGGS

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 76 printed
part B of House Report 118-272.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 144, line 21, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $707,372,000)"".

Page 195, line 9, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(increased by $707,372,000).

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 864, the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. BIGGS) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Chairman, I rise to
speak in support of my amendment,
which strikes funding for the Institute
of Education Sciences.

The current funding in the fiscal year
2024 bill is $707 million. The institute
puts this funding toward programs
such as governing boards of institu-
tions of higher education, which is in-
terested in the disclosure of gender, ra-
cial, and ethnic composition of gov-
erning boards of higher education to
promote DEI institutions, which is a
pointless use of information and re-
sources.

This institute puts funding toward
programs such as cross-sectional stud-
ies. This is a program launched to pro-
vide real-time data about the impact of
COVID-19 on public K-12 education.
The content focuses on how COVID-19
is affecting the delivery of education
and how schools are navigating recov-
ery efforts from that epidemic.

The Department of Education re-
quested $4 million initially to further
expand the survey across districts na-
tionally. It is not a mission that the
American taxpayer needs to fund, and
it is a direct waste of our budget.

It is offices such as this that con-
tribute to the rapid wasteful spending
that has become so commonplace in
our country under our Federal Govern-
ment.

As far as the grant programs under
the Institute of Education Sciences,
they go toward post-COVID-19 re-
search. This is research to accelerate
pandemic recovery in special education
grant programs and improve pandemic
recovery efforts in education agencies’
grant programs.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chairman, I
claim the time in opposition.
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The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
from Connecticut is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I rise in
strong opposition to this amendment.

This amendment highlights the ex-
treme lengths that House Republicans
will go in order to dismantle public
education for students and families na-
tionwide.

The Institute of Education Sciences’,
IES’, mission is to provide scientific
evidence on which to ground education
practice and policy and to share this
information and make it accessible to
educators, parents, policymakers, re-
searchers, and the public.

IES is independent. IES is non-
partisan. They are the statistics re-
search and evaluation arm of the U.S.
Department of Education.

What would happen if this amend-
ment is successful? Well, it would
mean the end of the National Assess-
ment of Educational Progress, NAEP.
That is the assessment of what stu-
dents in the United States are able to
do in various subjects. That has been
administered since 1969.

It would mean the end of regional
educational laboratories, which pro-
vide evidence-based technical assist-
ance to school districts and States
across the country.

It would mean the end of new ad-
vances in education research and devel-
opment, including exciting initiatives
to expand high-risk, high-reward trans-
formational research.

This amendment would be the death
of our Federal investment in education
research.

We just saw a little while ago that we
were going to end our investment in
biomedical research. Now, we are end-
ing our investment in educational re-
search. Simply, I cannot accept that
outcome.

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues
to vote ‘‘no’” on this amendment, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Chair, under the In-
stitute of Education Sciences, they will
establish two research networks, the
pre-kindergarten through grade 12 re-
covery research network and the com-
munity college recovery research net-
work to study pandemic events. It is a
grant that pertains to gender-inte-
grated classrooms to see if boys and
girls are better equipped to learn to-
gether or separately in the classroom.

The fiscal year 2019 enacted level was
over $615 million, but 2024 is currently
set at over $707 million. That is a $90
million increase in just 5 years. This
rate of growth is not sustainable.

This program is part of what we
could safely call the educational-indus-
trial complex. Over the years, our pred-
ecessors created a constituency and ex-
panded on it every year by giving more
money. They justify it by putting more
mandates and doing more studies that
don’t mean anything. They come back
and do it again and again.

Thus, we are well over $33 trillion in
national debt. Our structural deficit
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last year was over $2 trillion. Fiscal
yvear 2024 looks like it is going to be
about the same, except we are going to
be north of $35 trillion, $36 trillion in
national debt. That is crushing.

Mr. Chair, I take my colleagues back
to the New York Fed and its study. Of
every dollar of tuition that increased,
60 percent of that, 60 cents of that, goes
to the fact that the Federal Govern-
ment is meddling in postsecondary edu-
cation. That is what is happening here.
That is the educational-industrial com-
plex.

In December 2020, the Trump admin-
istration nominated Steve Hanke and
John Yoo, both professors, to the advi-
sory board for the IES. Education Sec-
retary Miguel Cardona refused to ac-
knowledge the appointments, deliver
their credentials, or facilitate statu-
torily required board meetings.

That is the educational-industrial
complex that we are facing today. It is
crushing. It is crushing our students
who want an education.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I continue
to oppose this amendment, but I want
to provide a framework here for a mo-
ment.

I was looking through the various
amendments over the last little while.
Amendment No. 69 from Mr. BIGGS
slashes the Pell grant funding. Amend-
ment No. 70 from Mr. BIGGS eliminates
funding to give out Pell grants and to

be able to collect student loans.
Amendment No. 71 from Mr. BIGGS
eliminates funds for HBCUs, MSIs,

TRIO, GEAR UP, and Tribal colleges.
Amendment No. 76 from Mr. BIGGS
eliminates education, research, and
funding. The most recent one is elimi-
nating the funding by the Department
of Education for the Institute of Edu-
cation Sciences.

There are two others, amendment
No. 104 that eliminates the salary of
the Department of Education Sec-
retary, and amendment No. 92 from Mr.
CRANE that cuts education staff by $38
million.

This is the litany of this battery of
amendments where I make my point
that the Republican majority is really
in the business, within this bill, of
eliminating public education. These
amendments come on top of the under-
lying bill, which makes a 28 percent
cut in education.

Do we think we have a reasonable un-
derstanding of where the Republican
majority wants to go with public edu-
cation? Let’s do it in.

Mr. Chairman, I say to Mr. BIGGS
that he has the lion’s share of taking
education and public education to the
graveyard. Is that what we are to do?

The greater strength of this institu-
tion is its potential to help make a dif-
ference in people’s lives and to provide
opportunity. That is what we are sup-
posed to do in the United States Con-
gress and in the House of Representa-
tives.

Mr. Chair, this battery of amend-
ments would destroy educational op-
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portunity, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Chair, the greatest
strength of this body is that we rep-
resent constituents who send us here
knowing that we are constrained in
protecting their rights because we are
limited by what we can and cannot do
by that great document, the Constitu-
tion.

I stand here willing to learn and find
out where in the Constitution there is
any specific authority for this body to
meddle in postsecondary educational
choices of the American people. That is
the educational-industrial complex at
work, for what we are seeing in the ar-
guments against my amendments
today.

I support postsecondary education. I
do not support the Federal Government
meddling in the choices of individuals
to get that education and how they are
going to get it and the institutions
that are providing it—the harassment
that some of those institutions are re-
ceiving from this administration.

Mr. Chair, I urge the adoption of my
amendment, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. BIGGS).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I demand a
recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Arizona will be
postponed.

O 1600

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Chairman, I
move that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. VAN
DREW) having assumed the chair, Mr.
CALVERT, Acting Chair of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration
the bill (H.R. 5894) making appropria-
tions for the Departments of Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Edu-
cation, and related agencies for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2024, and
for other purposes, had come to no res-
olution thereon.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.
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