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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-

ing.
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So the bill was passed.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

REPORT ON FRAUD RELATING TO
CERTAIN COVID-19 LOANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on
suspending the rules and passing the
bill (H.R. 4666) to require the Inspector
General of the Small Business Admin-
istration to submit a quarterly report
on fraud relating to certain COVID-19
loans, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. WIL-
LIAMS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
RETURNING ERRONEOUS COVID
LOANS ADDRESSING ILLEGAL

AND MISAPPROPRIATED TAX-
PAYER FUNDS ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4667) to require the Adminis-
trator of the Small Business Adminis-
tration to issue guidance and rules for
lenders and the Small Business Admin-
istration on handling amounts of Pay-
check Protection Loans returned by
borrowers, and for other purposes, as
amended, on which the yeas and nays
were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. WIL-
LIAMS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO
MAKE CORRECTIONS 1IN EN-
GROSSMENT OF H.R. 591, NO
FUNDS FOR IRANIAN TERRORISM
ACT

Mr. JACKSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that the
Clerk be authorized to make technical
corrections in the engrossment of H.R.
5961, to include corrections in spelling,
punctuation, section numbering, and
cross-referencing, and the insertion of
appropriate headings.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the original request of the
gentleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

———

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 972

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to remove the gen-
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tlewoman from Illinois (Ms. KELLY)
from cosponsorship of H.R. 972.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

O 1715

AGREEMENT FOR COOPERATION
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE UNITED STATES OF AMER-
ICA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHIL-
IPPINES CONCERNING PEACEFUL
USES OF NUCLEAR TECH-
NOLOGY—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 118-86)

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
JAMES) laid before the House the fol-
lowing message from the President of
the United States; which was read and,
together with the accompanying pa-
pers, referred to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit to the Con-
gress, pursuant to the subsections 123
b. and 123 d. of the Atomic Energy Act
of 1954, as amended (42 U.S.C. 2153(b),
(d)) (the ‘““‘Act’), the text of an Agree-
ment for Cooperation between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of Amer-
ica and the Government of the Repub-
lic of the Philippines Concerning
Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy (the
‘““Agreement’’).

I am also pleased to transmit my
written approval, authorization, and
determination concerning the Agree-
ment and an unclassified Nuclear Pro-
liferation Assessment Statement
(NPAS) concerning the Agreement. In
accordance with section 123 of the Act,
a classified annex to the NPAS, pre-
pared by the Secretary of State, in con-
sultation with the Director of National
Intelligence, summarizing relevant
classified information, will be sub-
mitted to the Congress separately. The
joint memorandum submitted to me by
the Secretaries of State and Energy
and a letter from the Chair of the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission stating
the views of the Commission are also
enclosed. An addendum to the NPAS
containing a comprehensive analysis of
the export control system of the Re-
public of the Philippines with respect
to nuclear-related matters, including
interactions with other countries of
proliferation concern and the actual or
suspected nuclear, dual-use, or missile-
related transfers to such countries,
pursuant to section 102A(w) of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (560 U.S.C.
3024(w)), is being submitted separately
by the Director of National Intel-
ligence.

The Agreement has been negotiated
in accordance with the Act and other
applicable law. In my judgment, it
meets all applicable statutory require-
ments and will advance the non-
proliferation and other foreign policy
interests of the United States of Amer-
ica.
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The Agreement contains all of the
provisions required by subsection 123 a.
of the Act. It provides a comprehensive
framework for peaceful nuclear co-
operation with the Republic of the
Philippines based on a mutual commit-
ment to nuclear nonproliferation. It
would permit the transfer of material,
equipment (including reactors), compo-
nents, and information for peaceful nu-
clear purposes. It would not permit the
transfer of Restricted Data or sensitive
nuclear technology. Any special fis-
sionable material transferred could
only be in the form of low enriched
uranium, with the exception of small
quantities of material for use as sam-
ples, standards, detectors, or targets,
or for such other purposes as the par-
ties may agree.

Through the Agreement, the Repub-
lic of the Philippines would affirm its
intent to rely on existing international
markets for nuclear fuel services rath-
er than acquiring sensitive nuclear
technology (i.e., for enrichment and re-
processing), and the United States
would affirm its intent to support the
supply of reactors, material, and equip-
ment in order to ensure a reliable sup-
ply of low enriched uranium fuel to the
Republic of the Philippines.

The Agreement has a term of 30
years, although it can be terminated
by either party upon providing 1 year’s
advance written notice. In the event of
termination or expiration of the Agree-
ment, key nonproliferation conditions
and controls will continue in effect as
long as any material, equipment, or
components subject to the Agreement
remain in the territory of the party
concerned or under its jurisdiction or
control anywhere, or until such time as
the parties agree that such material,
equipment, or components are no
longer usable for any nuclear activity
relevant from the point of view of safe-
guards.

The Republic of the Philippines has
an excellent track record on non-
proliferation and has consistently reit-
erated its commitment to nonprolifera-
tion. Through its constitution, the Re-
public of the Philippines has adopted
and pursued a policy of freedom from
nuclear weapons in its territory. It is a
party to the Treaty on the Non-Pro-
liferation of Nuclear Weapons and has
concluded a Comprehensive Safeguards
Agreement and Additional Protocol
with the International Atomic Energy
Agency. The Republic of the Phil-
ippines was also among the early spon-
sors of and is a State Party to the
Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear
Weapon-Free Zone. A more detailed
discussion of the Republic of the Phil-
ippines’ domestic civil nuclear activi-
ties and its nuclear nonproliferation
policies and practices is provided in the
NPAS and its classified annex.

I have considered the views and rec-
ommendations of the interested depart-
ments and agencies in reviewing the
Agreement and have determined that
its performance will promote, and will
not constitute an unreasonable risk to,
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the common defense and security. Ac-
cordingly, I have approved the Agree-
ment and authorized its execution and
urge that the Congress give it favor-
able consideration.

This transmission shall constitute a
submittal for purposes of both sub-
sections 123 b. and 123 d. of the Act. My
Administration is prepared to begin
immediately consultations with the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee
and the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, as provided in subsection 123 b.
Upon completion of the 30 days of con-
tinuous session review provided for in
subsection 123 b., the 60 days of contin-
uous session review provided for in sub-
section 123 d. shall commence.

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, November 30, 2023.

———
CELEBRATING THE ACHIEVE-
MENTS OF SHERIFF CULLEN

TALTON

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to celebrate the
achievements of Cullen Talton, the
longest-serving active sheriff in the
State of Georgia.

After 51 years of serving his commu-
nity, Mr. Talton has decided to com-
plete his final term serving Houston
County before retiring.

Sheriff Cullen Talton was elected in
1972, where he served as a commis-
sioner before becoming a sheriff. He is
known for being a trusted, respectable,
and devoted servant of his community.

To honor his many years of service
and dedication, local leaders, commu-
nity members, and his family gathered
at the Houston County Annex before
the commissioners meeting to cele-
brate the longtime sheriff.

I congratulate Sheriff Talton on his
remarkable achievements and well-de-
served retirement. His dedication and
years of service are admirable and
greatly appreciated.

———

CELEBRATING HUDSON RIVER
TUNNEL GROUNDBREAKING

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the groundbreaking
of the country’s most important infra-
structure project, the Hudson River
Tunnel.

Officials are about to start construc-
tion of a new Tonnelle Avenue Bridge.
It will help connect New Jersey to a
new Hudson River Tunnel.

The benefits of the Hudson River
Tunnel project are numerous. It will
create more than 72,000 jobs, generate
more than $87 million per month for
local communities, and utilize Amer-
ican suppliers and manufacturers
through the Buy America requirement.
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It will increase opportunities for mi-
nority-, women-, and veteran-owned
businesses on the project. In addition,
it will create a faster, more effective
means of transportation for 200,000
daily commuters.

I fought to include $66 billion for
projects such as this one in the bipar-
tisan infrastructure law, and I am
proud that my work will finally result
in a new Hudson River Tunnel.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF CHIEF BRADLEY HAAS

(Ms. KUSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the life and bravery
of New Hampshire’s own Bradley Haas,
who was killed in the line of duty while
protecting the staff and patients at
New Hampshire Hospital on November
17, preventing what likely would have
been a tragic mass shooting in our psy-
chiatric hospital.

There is no doubt that Chief Haas’
courage saved countless lives. Our com-
munity, our State, and our country
owe him and his family a debt that can
never be repaid.

Throughout his life of service, Chief
Haas always devoted himself to work-
ing for others. He will be remembered
as many things: a hero, a patriot, a
community leader, and, most of all, a
friend. May he rest in peace.

———

CONGRATULATING BARB ICKES ON
HER RETIREMENT

(Mr. SORENSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SORENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a journalist who,
through hard work and determination,
brought the news to the people of Illi-
nois’ 17th Congressional District. Barb
Ickes has been in newspaper story-
telling for more than 30 years. She has
broken countless news stories, exposed
corruption, and helped Quad-City
Times readers through record floods,
tough economic times, and monu-
mental political events.

She helped us navigate crossing the
Mississippi River with her ‘‘bridge
beat” and took us to her ‘‘off-limits
places.”” Barb has seen it all, and she
has shared it with our community.

As Barb retires from her position as
managing editor with the Quad-City
Times, we recognize her accomplish-
ments and the legacy that she leaves
for the next generation of news report-
ers.

I am honored to wish her the best as
she turns the page to her next chapter.

TYING ASYLUM CHANGES TO AID
FOR ALLIES
(Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)
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