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CRUZ for their hard work and partner-
ship on this important issue. I encour-
age my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle to support this legislation to 
make sure that we can continue to de-
liver energy and food throughout the 
United States. 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. CUELLAR). 

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, I 
thank my good friend, Representative 
NORTON, for her leadership on getting 
this bill to the floor, and I thank her 
for yielding to me. 

I also thank my good friends, Mr. 
PFLUGER and Mr. ARRINGTON, for car-
rying this legislation along with Sen-
ator CRUZ, Senator LUJÁN, and Senator 
CORNYN on the Senate side for their 
work on this important legislation. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
this bill to designate a portion of the 
Ports-to-Plains Corridor as Interstate 
27. I–27 starts in my hometown of La-
redo, Texas, which ranks number one 
in trade of all the Nation’s 450-plus air-
ports, seaports, and border crossings. It 
starts off in Laredo, then goes up into 
west Texas and off to New Mexico. 

In the fiscal year 2022 appropriations 
bill, I was able to secure language des-
ignating this as a future interstate 
making it eligible for Federal funding. 

This bill today formally names it the 
I–27 in Texas and in New Mexico. Up-
grading this route to an interstate will 
result in a $17.2 billion increase in the 
Texas GDP and 178,000 of new jobs. 

I certainly urge my colleagues in the 
House to pass this bipartisan bill to 
support trade and growth in Texas and 
New Mexico. I see my good friend Mr. 
ARRINGTON, and I thank him for his 
leadership in west Texas. I am glad 
that we are able to connect Laredo 
with west Texas and onto New Mexico. 

Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. ARRINGTON). 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from New Jersey 
for yielding, and I am thrilled to, once 
again, join forces with my close friend, 
ally, and champion for rural America, 
HENRY CUELLAR, to do some good not 
only for Texas or for the food, fuel, and 
fiber capital of the world, which is west 
Texas, but to provide energy domi-
nance and agriculture security and 
independence for this great Nation of 
ours. That is no small thing for the 
hardworking, God-fearing, freedom-lov-
ing people in rural America. 

Madam Speaker, I am not just talk-
ing about west Texas, where Henry and 
I are from; I am saying all up and down 
the backbone of the United States of 
America and heartland communities 
all the way from the largest inland 
port in Laredo, as the gentleman men-
tioned, to the Canadian border. 

The ag and energy corridor is critical 
for our food security and energy inde-
pendence, and it will more seamlessly 
and cost effectively and safely move 
that critical product to export termi-
nals and markets around the world, 

giving our farmers, ranchers, and en-
ergy producers a much-needed advan-
tage. 

Mr. CUELLAR and I worked together 
on many of the elements that I see as 
essential to the future prosperity of 
rural America. I always say, rural 
America is not just the energy basin 
and breadbasket, it is the backbone of 
America’s traditional values. 

Madam Speaker, again, I thank Mr. 
CUELLAR for being such a loud and 
proud champion for these forgotten 
men and women. The formula is 
straightforward; namely, we need freer 
markets, less taxes and regulations. We 
need fairer trade deals for our pro-
ducers and manufacturers. 

Mr. CUELLAR and I worked hand in 
hand on USMCA; a much better deal 
for these United States of America and 
especially the workers here, the best 
workers in the world here in the United 
States. It is a reliable farm bill safety 
net which we are working on. We have 
to get the next farm bill done so that 
we can provide stability in the ag econ-
omy and then, finally, critical infra-
structure. 

Mr. CUELLAR and I have worked on 
new payment models for rural hos-
pitals that provided greater access for 
these hardworking folks. Now we have 
got this artery from Laredo through 
my hometown of Plainview. 

I grew up, Madam Speaker, not even 
a mile from I–27. To think that this 
project has come to fruition, at least 
on the Texas and New Mexico side, if 
we can connect those dots all the way 
to Canada, I think we are going to 
bless generations of not only folks in 
Laredo and the greater west Texas 
area, but we are going to bless Ameri-
cans all over this country. 

We have the lowest spend in terms of 
discretionary spending for families on 
food and a big part of that is our pro-
ducers, but another piece is critical in-
frastructure. 

Madam Speaker, I say hats off to 
HENRY CUELLAR, my Democrat co-lead. 
I thank Senators CRUZ and CORNYN, the 
leads in the Senate. I also thank AU-
GUST PFLUGER, RONNY JACKSON, TE-
RESA FERNANDEZ, TROY NEHLS, LANCE 
GOODEN, and then, of course, the folks 
from Ports-to-Plains led by John 
Osborne and James Beauchamp from 
Midland-Odessa who leads MOTRAN. 
We have a lot of partners here to make 
this a success, but what a great day for 
rural America. 

Madam Speaker, in closing I just say, 
God bless my partner and friend, 
HENRY CUELLAR, and God bless those 
freedom-loving people working hard to 
feed and clothe the American people in 
rural America. 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, again, I am proud to 
support this bipartisan legislation 
championed by my colleague Mr. 
ARRINGTON of Texas here in the House, 

along with Mr. CRUZ and Mr. CORNYN in 
the Senate. 

Ports-to-Plains Corridor connects 
with other routes to span more than 
2,300 miles across eight states. It con-
nects significant agriculture and en-
ergy centers to the rest of our Nation, 
which relies on these industries. 

This bill ensures congressional fol-
low-through on this designation by for-
mally naming segments of the corridor 
in Texas Interstate Route 27 and will 
contribute to the continuity of Amer-
ican advantages in agriculture, inter-
national trade, connectivity, and eco-
nomic development. 

Madam Speaker, I urge support of 
this bill, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
KEAN) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, S. 992, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SALE OF WEBSTER SCHOOL 

Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 4688) to direct 
the Administrator of General Services 
to sell the property known as the Web-
ster School. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4688 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SALE OF WEBSTER SCHOOL. 

(a) SALE.—Not later than December 31, 
2025, the Administrator of General Services 
shall sell the property described in sub-
section (b) at fair market value and at high-
est and best use. 

(b) PROPERTY DESCRIBED.—The property 
described in this subsection is property lo-
cated in the District of Columbia generally 
consisting of Lot 822 of Square 375 at 940 H 
Street Northwest in Washington, District of 
Columbia, including the building known as 
the Webster School, subject to survey and as 
determined by the Administrator of General 
Services. 

(c) TREATMENT OF NET PROCEEDS; FUTURE 
APPROPRIATION.—Any net proceeds received 
from the sale under this section shall be paid 
into an account in the Federal Buildings 
Fund established under section 592 of title 40, 
United States Code. Upon deposit, the net 
proceeds from the sale may be expended only 
subject to a specific future appropriation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. KEAN) and the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia 
(Ms. NORTON) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Jersey. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
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all Members may have 5 legislative 
days in which to revise and extend 
their remarks and insert extraneous 
material into the RECORD on H.R. 4688. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Madam 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I thank Delegate 
Holmes Norton and the Economic De-
velopment, Public Buildings, and 
Emergency Management Sub-
committee Chairman PERRY for their 
leadership on this bill to shed wasted 
space in the Federal Government’s real 
estate portfolio. 

H.R. 4688 directs the General Services 
Administration to sell the vacant Web-
ster School building in downtown 
Washington, D.C. 

The Webster School was originally 
purchased by GSA at the request of the 
Secret Service in 2003. However, for 20 
years, no plans or funding have been 
secured for its Federal use and the 
building sits vacant, in disrepair in the 
middle of downtown D.C. 

It makes no sense for taxpayers to 
pay for buildings that have never been 
occupied and have no real use or ben-
efit. 

I was pleased to see, after the com-
mittee’s passage of H.R. 4688 in July, 
that GSA notified Congress of its in-
tent to dispose of the Webster School, 
along with 22 other unneeded prop-
erties across the country. 

However, it is important that we pass 
this bill to ensure that the property is 
actually sold and sold for the highest 
market value. 

Madam Speaker, I urge support of 
this legislation, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, this bill, which I in-
troduced with the Economic Develop-
ment, Public Buildings, and Emergency 
Management Subcommittee Chair, 
SCOTT PERRY, would direct the General 
Services Administration to sell the 
Federal property known as the DANIEL 
WEBSTER School in the District of Co-
lumbia for fair market value by De-
cember 31st, 2025. 

Built in 1882, the Daniel Webster 
School, a red brick, three-story build-
ing has been used for a variety of pur-
poses over the years, however, since 
the 1980s, the building which is located 
in downtown D.C. has been vacant and 
has fallen into disrepair. 

The General Services Administration 
purchased the Webster School 20 years 
ago, yet the school remains unoccu-
pied, draining the General Service Ad-
ministration’s resources for decades. 
This bill would return the site to pro-
ductive use. 

During my service in Congress, I 
have enacted bipartisan bills to trans-
fer unused and underused Federal land 
in D.C. to the D.C. government or the 

private sector to redevelop neighbor-
hoods and to generate tax revenue. 

This includes the southeast and 
southwest waterfronts. My hope is to 
see the Daniel Webster School simi-
larly reactivated. The sale provision in 
this bill is the same as the sale provi-
sion in the bill enacted in 2016 that di-
rected the General Services Adminis-
tration to sell the general property in 
D.C. known as the Cotton Annex, which 
is now being converted into housing. 

Madam Speaker, I thank Chairman 
PERRY for his partnership on this bill. 
I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, in closing, this bill 
is a small, but necessary step in the 
rightsizing of the Federal real estate 
portfolio. 

The Federal real estate portfolio has 
far too much empty space as it is, and 
we should not hold onto known empty 
buildings at the taxpayers’ expense. 

Madam Speaker, I urge support of 
this legislation, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
KEAN) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 4688. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1530 

TESTING, RAPID ANALYSIS, AND 
NARCOTIC QUALITY RESEARCH 
ACT OF 2023 

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and concur in the 
Senate amendment to the bill (H.R. 
1734) to require coordinated National 
Institute of Standards and Technology 
science and research activities regard-
ing illicit drugs containing xylazine, 
novel synthetic opioids, and other sub-
stances of concern, and for other pur-
poses. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the Senate amendment is 

as follows: 
Senate amendment: 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Testing, Rapid 
Analysis, and Narcotic Quality Research Act of 
2023’’ or the ‘‘TRANQ Research Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2. XYLAZINE DETECTION AND ANALYSIS. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’’ means 

the Director of the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology. 

(2) FEDERAL LABORATORY.—The term ‘‘Fed-
eral laboratory’’ has the meaning given such 
term in section 4 of the Stevenson-Wydler Tech-
nology Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3703). 

(3) INSTITUTE.—The term ‘‘Institute’’ means 
the National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology. 

(4) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The 
term ‘‘institution of higher education’’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 101 of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 (19 U.S.C. 1001). 

(5) NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION.—The term 
‘‘nonprofit organization’’ means an organiza-
tion described in section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 and exempt from tax 
under section 501(a) of such code. 

(6) XYLAZINE.—The term ‘‘xylazine’’ means 
the nonopioid tranquilizer methyl benzene com-
pound frequently used in veterinary medicine as 
an emetic and sedative with analgesic and mus-
cle relaxant properties. 

(b) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall— 
(1) support intramural basic measurement 

science and research of the Institute to ad-
vance— 

(A) analytical methods to identify, under-
stand, differentiate, and categorize substances 
containing xylazine, novel synthetic opioids, or 
other new psychoactive substances; 

(B) measurement technologies to shorten anal-
ysis timelines and enhance narcotic and opioid 
detection and analysis capabilities; 

(C) new data tools, techniques, and processes 
to identify and publicly disclose relevant infor-
mation concerning substances containing 
xylazine, novel synthetic opioids, or other new 
psychoactive substances; and 

(D) such other areas as the Director deter-
mines to be critical to the development and de-
ployment of technologies to measure and ana-
lyze the presence of xylazine, novel synthetic 
opioids, and other new psychoactive substances; 

(2) support activities to inform and expand the 
development of near-real time spectrometry ca-
pabilities regarding xylazine, novel synthetic 
opioids, and other new psychoactive substances; 

(3) convene and consult with organizations 
engaged in the analysis of new psychoactive 
substances to develop coordinated strategies and 
voluntary best practices for the safe handling, 
transport, data-sharing, and analysis of sub-
stances containing xylazine, novel synthetic 
opioids, or other new psychoactive substances, 
including— 

(A) the Drug Enforcement Administration; 
(B) the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-

vention; 
(C) the National Institute on Drug Abuse; 
(D) Federal laboratories; 
(E) States and territories; 
(F) State fusion centers; 
(G) the private sector; 
(H) intergovernmental organizations; 
(I) institutions of higher education, and 
(J) nonprofit organizations; 
(4) establish or expand collaborative partner-

ships or consortia with other government agen-
cies and persons engaged in related research 
and development, such as institutions of higher 
education, Federal laboratories, public health 
agencies, intergovernmental organizations, and 
the private sector, to enhance narcotic and 
opioid detection and analysis capabilities re-
garding xylazine, novel synthetic opioids, and 
other new psychoactive substances; and 

(5) encourage graduate and post-graduate re-
search to include detection and identification of 
xylazine and other new psychoactive substances 
in relevant course studies when practicable. 

(c) CONTROLS.—In carrying out activities 
under this section, the Director shall ensure 
proper security controls are implemented to pro-
tect sensitive information, as the Director con-
siders appropriate and consistent with applica-
ble provisions of law. 

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Director 
shall submit to the Committee on Commerce, 
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