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life after their service to our country is 
the least we can do. I call on my col-
leagues to do right by these veterans. 
Put politics aside, keep families to-
gether, and keep veterans healthy and 
at home. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in voting for the Elizabeth 
Dole Home Care Act, and I thank 
Ranking Member TAKANO and Rep-
resentative BERGMAN for their work on 
this bill. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers. I am prepared to 
close, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, once 
again, I strongly encourage all Mem-
bers to support this legislation, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask all 
of my colleagues to join me in support 
of this very important, trans-
formational piece of legislation, H.R. 
542, as amended, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
BERGMAN) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 542, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

b 1700 

CAREGIVER OUTREACH AND 
PROGRAM ENHANCEMENT ACT 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3581) to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to modify the family care-
giver program of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs to include services re-
lated to mental health and neuro-
logical disorders, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3581 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Caregiver Out-
reach and Program Enhancement Act’’ or the 
‘‘COPE Act’’. 
SEC. 2. AUTHORITY FOR SECRETARY OF VET-

ERANS AFFAIRS TO AWARD GRANTS 
TO ENTITIES TO IMPROVE PROVI-
SION OF MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT 
TO FAMILY CAREGIVERS OF VET-
ERANS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter 17 
of title 38, United States Code, is amended by 
adding at the end the following new section: 
‘‘§ 1720K. Grants to provide mental health 

support to family caregivers of veterans 
‘‘(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary may award 

grants to carry out, coordinate, improve, or oth-

erwise enhance mental health counseling, treat-
ment, or support to the family caregivers of vet-
erans participating in the family caregiver pro-
gram. 

‘‘(b) APPLICATION.—(1) To be eligible for a 
grant under this section, an entity shall submit 
to the Secretary an application therefor at such 
time, in such manner, and containing such in-
formation as the Secretary may require. 

‘‘(2) Each application submitted under para-
graph (1) shall include the following: 

‘‘(A) A detailed plan for the use of the grant. 
‘‘(B) A description of the programs or efforts 

through which the entity will meet the outcome 
measures developed by the Secretary under sub-
section (g). 

‘‘(C) A description of how the entity will dis-
tribute grant amounts equitably among areas 
with varying levels of urbanization. 

‘‘(D) A plan for how the grant will be used to 
meet the unique needs of veterans residing in 
rural areas, American Indian or Alaska Native 
veterans, elderly veterans, women veterans, and 
veterans from other underserved communities. 

‘‘(c) DISTRIBUTION.—The Secretary shall seek 
to ensure that grants awarded under this sec-
tion are equitably distributed among entities lo-
cated in States with varying levels of urbaniza-
tion. 

‘‘(d) PRIORITY.—The Secretary shall prioritize 
awarding grants under this section that will 
serve the following areas: 

‘‘(1) Areas with high rates of veterans enrolled 
in the family caregiver program. 

‘‘(2) Areas with high rates of— 
‘‘(A) suicide among veterans; or 
‘‘(B) referrals to the Veterans Crisis Line. 
‘‘(e) REQUIRED ACTIVITIES.—Any grant 

awarded under this section shall be used— 
‘‘(1) to expand existing programs, activities, 

and services; 
‘‘(2) to establish new or additional programs, 

activities, and services; or 
‘‘(3) for travel and transportation to facilitate 

carrying out paragraph (1) or (2). 
‘‘(f) OUTCOME MEASURES.—(1) The Secretary 

shall develop and provide to each entity that re-
ceives a grant under this section written guid-
ance on the following: 

‘‘(A) Outcome measures. 
‘‘(B) Policies of the Department. 
‘‘(2) In developing outcome measures under 

paragraph (1), the Secretary shall consider the 
following goals: 

‘‘(A) Increasing the utilization of mental 
health services among family caregivers of vet-
erans participating in the family caregiver pro-
gram. 

‘‘(B) Reducing barriers to mental health serv-
ices among family caregivers of veterans partici-
pating in such program. 

‘‘(g) TRACKING REQUIREMENTS.—(1) The Sec-
retary shall establish appropriate tracking re-
quirements with respect to the entities receiving 
a grant under this section. 

‘‘(2) Not less frequently than annually, the 
Secretary shall submit to Congress a report on 
such tracking requirements. 

‘‘(h) PERFORMANCE REVIEW.—The Secretary 
shall— 

‘‘(1) review the performance of each entity 
that receives a grant under this section; and 

‘‘(2) make information regarding such per-
formance publicly available. 

‘‘(i) REMEDIATION PLAN.—(1) In the case of an 
entity that receives a grant under this section 
and does not meet the outcome measures devel-
oped by the Secretary under subsection (g), the 
Secretary shall require the entity to submit to 
the Secretary a remediation plan under which 
the entity shall describe how and when it plans 
to meet such outcome measures. 

‘‘(2) The Secretary may not award a subse-
quent grant under this section to an entity de-
scribed in paragraph (1) unless the Secretary 
approves the remediation plan submitted by the 
entity under such paragraph. 

‘‘(j) MAXIMUM AMOUNT.—The amount of a 
grant awarded under this section may not ex-

ceed 10 percent of amounts made available for 
grants under this section for the fiscal year in 
which the grant is awarded. 

‘‘(k) SUPPLEMENT, NOT SUPPLANT.—Any grant 
awarded under this section shall be used to sup-
plement and not supplant funding that is other-
wise available through the Department to pro-
vide mental health support among family care-
givers of veterans participating in the family 
caregiver program. 

‘‘(l) OUTREACH TO FAMILY CAREGIVERS.—The 
Secretary shall include, in the outreach mate-
rials regularly mailed to a family caregiver who 
participates in the family caregiver program, no-
tice of mental health support provided by recipi-
ents of grants under this section that are lo-
cated in the relevant Veterans Integrated Serv-
ice Network. 

‘‘(m) FUNDING.—(1) Amounts for the activities 
of the Department under this section shall be 
budgeted and appropriated through a separate 
appropriation account. 

‘‘(2) In the budget justification materials sub-
mitted to Congress in support of the budget of 
the Department for any fiscal year (as submitted 
with the budget of the President under section 
1105(a) of title 31), the Secretary shall include a 
separate statement of the amount requested to 
be appropriated for that fiscal year for the ac-
count specified in paragraph (1). 

‘‘(n) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary, for each of fiscal years 2024 through 
2026, $50,000,000 to carry out this section. 

‘‘(o) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) The terms ‘caregiver’ and ‘family care-

giver’ have the meanings given those terms in 
section 1720G of this title. 

‘‘(2) The term ‘family caregiver program’ 
means the program of comprehensive assistance 
for family caregivers under section 1720G of this 
title. 

‘‘(3) The term ‘Veterans Crisis Line’ means the 
toll-free hotline for veterans established under 
section 1720F of this title.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such subchapter is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new item: 

‘‘1720K. Grants to provide mental health sup-
port to family caregivers of vet-
erans.’’. 

SEC. 3. CONTRIBUTIONS TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
TO MITIGATE THE RISK OF FLOOD-
ING ON LOCAL PROPERTY ADJACENT 
TO MEDICAL FACILITIES OF THE DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 8108 of title 38, 
United States Code, is amended by inserting ‘‘, 
or to mitigate the risk of flooding, including the 
risk of flooding associated with rising sea lev-
els’’ before the period at the end. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than two years after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall submit to the 
Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate a report that in-
cludes an assessment of— 

(1) the extent to which each medical facility 
(as such term is defined in section 8101(3) of title 
38, United States Code) is at risk of flooding, in-
cluding the risk of flooding associated with ris-
ing sea levels; and 

(2) whether additional resources are necessary 
to address the risk of flooding at each such fa-
cility. 

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated for the 
Department of Veterans Affairs for each of 
fiscals year 2024 through 2028 $25,000,000 to 
carry out the amendment made by subsection 
(a). 
SEC. 4. GAO REPORT ON MENTAL HEALTH SUP-

PORT FOR CAREGIVERS. 
(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than one 

year after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
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shall submit to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the Senate and the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs of the House of Representatives a 
report on the provision of mental health support 
to caregivers of veterans. 

(b) CONTENTS.—The report submitted under 
subsection (a) shall include the following: 

(1) An assessment of the need for mental 
health support among caregivers participating 
in the caregiver programs. 

(2) An assessment of options for mental health 
support in facilities of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs and in the community for care-
givers participating in the caregiver programs. 

(3) An assessment of the availability and ac-
cessibility of mental health support in facilities 
of the Department and in the community for 
caregivers participating in the caregiver pro-
grams. 

(4) An assessment of the awareness among 
caregivers of the availability of mental health 
support in facilities of the Department and in 
the community for caregivers participating in 
the caregiver programs. 

(5) An assessment of barriers to mental health 
support in facilities of the Department and in 
the community for caregivers participating in 
the caregiver programs. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘caregiver’’ has the meaning 

given that term in section 1720G of title 38, 
United States Code. 

(2) The term ‘‘caregiver programs’’ means— 
(A) the program of comprehensive assistance 

for family caregivers under subsection (a) of sec-
tion 1720G of title 38, United States Code; and 

(B) the program of support services for care-
givers under subsection (b) of such section. 
SEC. 5. ANNUAL REVIEW OF SECURITY AT COV-

ERED FACILITIES OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS. 

(a) ANNUAL SURVEY.—Not later than one year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, and 
annually thereafter for each of the following 
five years, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, in 
coordination with the Director of the Office of 
Security and Law Enforcement of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, shall conduct an an-
nual survey of covered employees to collect in-
formation regarding security at each covered fa-
cility. Each annual survey shall include ques-
tions about— 

(1) the type and frequency of criminal activity 
experienced at the covered facility during the 12 
months prior to the date the covered employee 
completes the survey; 

(2) the number of vacant positions for Depart-
ment police officers at the covered facility and 
the number of days each vacant position has 
been vacant; 

(3) the availability and adequacy of covered 
equipment; 

(4) the availability and adequacy of resources, 
classes, or other time set aside for training De-
partment police officers who work at each cov-
ered facility about any skill or tactic related to 
law enforcement, including the proper use of 
force, firearms qualifications and training, pro-
cedures for responding to an active threat, and 
any other training required for Department po-
lice officers; 

(5) any security weakness; 
(6) an analysis of the relationship between the 

covered facility (including the Department po-
lice officers who work at the covered facility) 
and local law enforcement agencies; 

(7) efforts by the personnel of the covered fa-
cility to address and reduce criminal activity at, 
or in close proximity to, the covered facility; and 

(8) recommendations for the Secretary to bet-
ter address and reduce criminal activity at, or in 
close proximity to, covered facilities. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than one year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally thereafter for each of the following five 
years, the Secretary shall submit to each of the 
Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate 
and the House of Representatives an annual re-

port regarding security at covered facilities that 
includes— 

(1) the results of the annual survey described 
under subsection (a) for the year covered by the 
report; 

(2) an analysis, made in coordination with the 
Director of the Office of Security and Law En-
forcement of such Department and each director 
and police chief of a Veterans Integrated Service 
Network, of the results of the annual survey de-
scribed under subsection (a) for the year covered 
by the report; 

(3) a plan of action that describes how the 
Secretary plans to address any security weak-
ness identified in the results of the annual sur-
vey and includes clearly-stated goals with meas-
urable benchmarks for each goal and deadlines 
for each benchmark; and 

(4) a list of each vacant position for police 
chief or deputy police chief at each covered fa-
cility, and the number of days the position has 
been vacant. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘covered equipment’’ means any 

item issued by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
to a Department police officer (including batons, 
firearms, pepper spray, ballistic vests, body- 
worn cameras, and radios) for use in the provi-
sion of services under section 902 of title 38, 
United States Code. 

(2) The term ‘‘covered employee’’ means any 
employee of the Department of Veterans Affairs 
who is employed at a covered facility as a police 
chief, a facility emergency management leader, 
a facility director, or a person carrying out the 
responsibilities of one of these positions in an 
acting capacity. 

(3) The term ‘‘covered facility’’ means any fa-
cility of the Department of Veterans Affairs 
where Department police officers have jurisdic-
tion. 

(4) The term ‘‘Department police officer’’ has 
the meaning given to such term as used in sec-
tion 902 of title 38, United States Code. 

(5) The term ‘‘security weakness’’ means a de-
ficiency in the facilities, staffing, or covered 
equipment at a covered facility that a covered 
employee of the covered facility determines pre-
sents a risk to the safety of visitors or staff, in-
cluding an unsecured door, inoperable security 
camera, unsecured police operations room, a 
lack of security presence at an entrance to the 
covered facility, and a lack of security presence 
in an area of the covered facility or the grounds 
of the covered facility that the director of the 
covered facility determines requires an increased 
security presence. 
SEC. 6. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

HOUSING LOAN FEES. 
The loan fee table in section 3729(b)(2) of title 

38, United States Code, is amended by striking 
‘‘November 14, 2031’’ each place it appears and 
inserting ‘‘March 12, 2032’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. BERGMAN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. TAKANO) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks on 
H.R. 3581, as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 3581, as amended, the Caregiver 

Outreach and Program Enhancement 
Act, or COPE Act. 

Representative KIGGANS’ COPE Act 
would allow for grant awards expand-
ing access to mental health counseling, 
treatment, or support to caregivers of 
veterans participating in the Program 
of Comprehensive Assistance for Fam-
ily Caregivers. 

VA’s caregiver program provides 
caregivers of seriously ill or injured 
veterans with resources and services to 
help them with the important role they 
play in their veterans’ lives. 

Becoming a veteran caregiver is a 
noble undertaking and caregivers often 
put their entire lives aside in pursuit of 
caring for their loved ones. Mental 
health support is an important compo-
nent of the caregiver program, but too 
often caregivers are reluctant to seek 
care at VA. 

Whether it is because of stigma, not 
wanting to take provider resources 
away from veteran care, or the fear 
that seeking mental health care may 
in some way jeopardize their standing 
as a caregiver, caregivers should have 
access to every option without bar-
riers. 

The 3-year pilot program the COPE 
Act would create would expand care-
giver mental health access to outside 
of VA. Ensuring caregiver wellness is 
critical to ensuring the highest quality 
of care for the veterans caregivers 
serve. 

This new pilot program is an impor-
tant next step in continuing to meet 
caregiver needs. Representative 
KIGGANS’ bill would also allow VA to 
assist local and State authorities with 
funding help for the mitigation of flood 
risk on non-VA property that may be 
adjacent to VA facilities. Many VA 
medical facilities are at least 60 years 
old. Some of these facilities have, over 
the years and due to locations in low- 
lying areas, been subject to flooding 
that impact veteran and staff access or 
even threatens building function. 

Flood preparedness is a prudent focus 
for all VA facilities that are histori-
cally at risk of flooding from storms or 
from water encroachment. It is impor-
tant that VA has the means to work 
with local authorities on issues that 
impact the operation of its facilities. 

Finally, this bill would require a re-
view and report to Congress on the se-
curity environment at VA facilities. 
We know that crime has been increas-
ing at VA campuses, and while VA 
claims it has reworked its policing 
structure and hired a record number of 
officers, our committee lacks the data 
needed for proper oversight. 

Veterans and the staff that support 
them need to be confident that the fa-
cilities they use are safe places to re-
ceive care and seek benefits. 

This review will go a long way to-
ward identifying ways to enhance safe-
ty and improve security within the 
Veterans Administration buildings and 
campuses. 

I thank Representatives KIGGANS and 
MACE, both members of the committee, 
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for their work on the various elements 
of this bill and for their unwavering 
commitment to the veterans we serve. 

Additionally, to maintain our com-
mitment to fiscal responsibility, we 
have identified an offset and fully fund-
ed this bill to ensure the best possible 
outcome for our veterans. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues 
to support H.R. 3581, as amended, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
3581, as amended, the Caregiver Out-
reach and Program Enhancement Act, 
or COPE Act. 

This legislation, as amended, incor-
porates three Republican-sponsored 
bills, which were marked up at the sub-
committee and full committee level 
over the summer. 

First, H.R. 3581 would create a 3-year, 
$50 million per year grant program to 
award grants to entities that will pro-
vide mental health counseling, treat-
ment, or support to caregivers partici-
pating in VA’s family caregiver pro-
gram. 

The VA would also be required to 
provide outreach to caregivers to in-
form them of available mental health 
support offered by grantees. The legis-
lation also requires the Government 
Accountability Office to conduct a 
study to assess the availability and ac-
cessibility of mental health support for 
veterans’ caregivers. 

Additionally, H.R. 3581, as amended, 
will authorize VA to contribute to 
local authorities to mitigate the risk 
of flooding on local property adjacent 
to VA medical facilities. It would also 
authorize up to $125 million over 5 
years for VA to carry out flood mitiga-
tion improvements. 

Currently, the statute only allows 
VA to contribute to local authorities 
for improvements needed for safe in-
gress or egress; however, veterans’ ac-
cess to healthcare is frequently dis-
rupted in areas that experience fre-
quent flooding, and VA’s ability to 
partner with local authorities on flood 
mitigation projects has been limited. 

This legislation would also require 
VA to submit to Congress a report as-
sessing the extent to which each of its 
medical facilities is at risk of flooding, 
including flooding associated with ris-
ing sea levels. 

Finally, H.R. 3581, as amended, will 
establish a 5-year survey program to 
examine security and criminal activity 
at VA facilities, staffing of VA’s police 
departments, and the availability and 
adequacy of VA police equipment and 
training. 

After surveying all facilities, VA will 
be required to submit annual reports to 
Congress summarizing the survey re-
sults and providing action plans for ad-
dressing any identified weaknesses. 

While I support the policy ideas in 
H.R. 3581, as amended, I know our col-
leagues in the Senate would like to 
make some changes to this legislation 
before it can be enacted. Just last Fri-

day, House committee staff met with 
their Senate counterparts to discuss 
changes to the VA security reporting 
provisions. 

Senate staff also have proposed 
broadening the report on VA medical 
facility flooding risks such that VA 
would be required to assess all of its 
mission-critical assets, including med-
ical facilities, cemeteries, and regional 
offices, and their vulnerabilities to 
flooding, wildfire, tornadoes, hurri-
canes, and other disasters. 

Therefore, similar to the other vet-
erans bills we are considering on the 
floor today, we already know this legis-
lation simply cannot be taken up and 
passed in the Senate, and future House 
action will be needed. 

It would have been preferable if the 
majority had resolved these differences 
before bringing this bill to the floor. 
Nevertheless, I will support H.R. 3581, 
as amended, and encourage my col-
leagues to join me in passing it. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
3 minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Virginia (Mrs. KIGGANS), an esteemed 
colleague, distinguished naval officer, 
and nurse practitioner. 

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in strong support 
of my Caregiver Outreach and Program 
Enhancement Act. Known as the COPE 
Act, this bill takes an important step 
toward providing mental health re-
sources to those who care for our Na-
tion’s veterans. Specifically, this legis-
lation would authorize the VA to pro-
vide grants to organizations that sup-
port family caregivers’ mental health. 

Caregivers play a critical role in the 
lives of older Americans, especially our 
veterans. As the only geriatric nurse 
practitioner in Congress, I have seen 
firsthand the positive impact care-
givers have in the lives of the people 
they care for. 

When I was practicing in clinic set-
tings, I had countless conversations 
with the people who cared for my pa-
tients. I know that this genuinely re-
warding role comes with immense emo-
tional challenges, as well. These dedi-
cated individuals frequently put aside 
their own needs to care for their loved 
ones and desperately need to have the 
resources at their disposal to effec-
tively handle the stress of taking on 
such a role. 

By ensuring veteran caregivers can 
properly take care of their mental 
health, the COPE Act will improve the 
lives of our Nation’s heroes and solidify 
the support system they need to age 
with dignity. The VA offers so many 
great benefits and programs, unfortu-
nately navigating the wide range of 
these benefits and programs is so com-
plicated that many are unaware that 
they might qualify for them or that 
these services even exist at all. 

My legislation also seeks to fix this 
problem by requiring the VA to reach 
out to eligible veteran caregivers and 
make them aware of the mental health 
benefits available to them. 

I am very proud that another bipar-
tisan bill of mine, the VA Medical Cen-
ter Security Reporting Act, is included 
in this version of the COPE Act that is 
being considered today. 

From 2018 to 2021, violent crimes at 
VA medical center campuses more than 
doubled from 3,141 to 6,505. 

There is a significant lack of impor-
tant statistics and information rel-
evant to crime and safety on VA cam-
puses, including the vacancy rate for 
VA police departments, availability of 
issued equipment, and recommenda-
tions to address and reduce criminal 
activity at medical centers. 

By ensuring these statistics are prop-
erly reported, my legislation will equip 
us with the information we need to ad-
dress the increasing crime at VA med-
ical centers, support our law enforce-
ment officers, and provide veterans 
with a safe environment to receive the 
quality healthcare they have earned 
and deserve. 

Mr. Speaker, I am the granddaughter 
of a veteran, the daughter of a veteran, 
the wife of a veteran, and the mother 
of future veterans, and I served 10 
years myself in the Navy as a heli-
copter pilot. I am also blessed to rep-
resent one of the largest veteran popu-
lations in the country in Hampton 
Roads, Virginia. 

Improving the lives of our Nation’s 
heroes is and always will be one of my 
top priorities in Congress, and this bill 
helps to do just that. 

In closing, I thank Chairman BOST 
for moving this legislation through the 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee as well as 
my colleagues on the other side of the 
aisle, Representative CHRISSY 
HOULAHAN and CHRIS PAPPAS, who 
joined me in introducing these impor-
tant bills. 

I am confident that with the passage 
of this legislation, we as a country will 
move closer to fulfilling our promise to 
provide for America’s veteran popu-
lation and those who care for them. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the COPE Act. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, again, I 
ask all my colleagues to join me in 
passing H.R. 3581, as amended, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, once 
again, I encourage all Members to sup-
port this legislation, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
BERGMAN) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3581, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 
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STRONGLY CONDEMNING AND DE-

NOUNCING THE DRASTIC RISE 
OF ANTISEMITISM IN THE 
UNITED STATES AND AROUND 
THE WORLD 
Mr. KILEY. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 894) strongly con-
demning and denouncing the drastic 
rise of antisemitism in the United 
States and around the world. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 894 

Whereas acts of hate, intimidation, dis-
crimination, and violence based on ethnicity 
or religion have no place in our country nor 
in the global community; 

Whereas the International Holocaust Re-
membrance Alliance’s working definition of 
antisemitism is widely accepted and serves 
as a critical tool to help individuals com-
prehend and identify the various manifesta-
tions of antisemitism; 

Whereas, since the massacre of innocent 
Israelis by Hamas, an Iran-backed terrorist 
organization, on October 7, 2023, antisemitic 
incidents of harassment, vandalism, and as-
sault in the United States have spiked 388 
percent over the same period last year, ac-
cording to reports from the Anti-Defamation 
League’s (ADL) Center on Extremism; 

Whereas drastic increases in antisemitic 
activity has also been seen in Jewish com-
munities around the world since the October 
7, 2023, Hamas attacks; 

Whereas the slogan ‘‘From the River to the 
Sea’’, which is a rallying cry for the eradi-
cation of the State of Israel and the Jewish 
people, has been used by anti-Israel pro-
testers in the United States and globally; 

Whereas, on October 8, 2023, a car with in-
dividuals holding Palestinian flags appeared 
to intentionally swerve out of its lane, near-
ly hitting a visibly Jewish family in Clifton, 
New Jersey; 

Whereas, on October 15, 2023, an individual 
in New York, New York, punched a Jewish 
woman in the face at Grand Central Ter-
minal solely because she was Jewish; 

Whereas, on October 28, 2023, a Jewish man 
in Sydney, Australia, was severely injured 
by 3 anti-Israel rioters, in which he was 
punched in the head at least 12 times, suf-
fered a concussion, 2 black eyes, and 4 spinal 
fractures; 

Whereas, on November 3, 2023, a Jewish 
woman’s store in New York City was at-
tacked by a mob of anti-Israel protesters all 
because she hung posters of Israeli hostages 
in the store window; 

Whereas, on November 3, 2023, 4 masked 
men walked into a restaurant in Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania, and proceeded to tear 
down an Israeli flag and yelled ‘‘Free Pal-
estine’’; 

Whereas, on November 4, 2023, an Arizona 
man was arrested by Federal authorities for 
threatening to execute a local Rabbi and 
‘‘every other JEW I can find tonight at mid-
night of your Sabbath’’; 

Whereas, on November 4, 2023, during an 
anti-Israel protest in Washington, DC, riot-
ers shouted their support for Hamas mas-
sacre on October 7, 2023, and other acts of 
terror targeting Israel, called for the end of 
the State of Israel, and spewed hateful and 
vile language amplifying antisemitic 
themes; 

Whereas, during that same protest in 
Washington, DC, rioters stormed and tried to 
scale the White House fence, vandalized 
property by staining blood-red handprints 

onto the side of the White House pillars, and 
spray painted ‘‘Death to Israel’’ and ‘‘Glory 
to our Martyrs’’ on buildings in DC; 

Whereas, on November 6, 2023, Paul 
Kessler, a 69-year-old Jewish man, tragically 
died due to injuries sustained when an anti- 
Israel protester struck him in the head with 
a megaphone in Los Angeles, California; 

Whereas, on November 11, 2023, as part of a 
massive anti-Israel protest, rioters set off 
smokebombs in front of a synagogue in Lon-
don, England; 

Whereas, on November 12, 2023, police 
found several headstones at the Chesed Shel 
Emeth Cemetery, a Jewish cemetery in 
Brooklyn, Ohio, were desecrated with swas-
tikas; 

Whereas, on November 13, 2023, a mezuzah 
was torn off the doorpost of a Jewish per-
son’s apartment and a knife was stuck into 
the wood in its place in Milan, Italy; 

Whereas, on November 13, 2023, the evening 
before the March for Israel in Washington, 
DC, anti-Israel rioters vandalized a Jewish 
medical tent by spray painting ‘‘Free Gaza’’, 
‘‘Palestine Will Be Free’’, and ‘‘Gaza Will 
Win’’; and 

Whereas, on November 15, 2023, anti-Israel 
protesters illegally blocked and violently at-
tacked the Democratic National Committee 
headquarters, endangering the lives of indi-
viduals inside, including Members of Con-
gress, and injuring 6 Capitol Police Officers; 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) strongly condemns and denounces all 
instances of antisemitism occurring in the 
United States and globally; 

(2) reaffirms and reiterates its strong sup-
port for the Jewish community at home and 
abroad; 

(3) calls on elected officials and world lead-
ers to condemn and fight all forms of domes-
tic and global antisemitism; 

(4) clearly and firmly states that anti-Zi-
onism is antisemitism; and 

(5) rejects all forms of terror, hate, dis-
crimination, and harassment of members of 
the Jewish community. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. KILEY) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. NADLER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. KILEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material on H. Res. 894. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. KILEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, since the October 7 ter-

rorist attack by Hamas against Israel, 
anti-Semitism has surged in the United 
States and around the world. 

Reports show that there was a nearly 
400 percent increase in anti-Semitic in-
cidents in the weeks after the attack. 
These incidents include harassment, 
vandalism, and assault. Americans 
have been punched, beaten, and forced 
to flee for their lives from swerving 
cars simply because they are Jewish. 

b 1715 
A Jewish cemetery in Brooklyn, 

Ohio, was vandalized with swastikas. 
On college campuses, Jewish students 

have been subjected to harassment, 
threats, and forced to hide from violent 
protests. 

In a recent survey, 73 percent of Jew-
ish college students said they had expe-
rienced or witnessed some form of anti- 
Semitism this academic year. 

In the same survey, just 39 percent of 
Jewish students said they felt com-
fortable with their peers knowing they 
were Jewish. 

Less than half of Jewish students 
surveyed said that they felt safe on 
campus. 

At a hearing before our committee 
last month, a college student testified 
that she now thinks twice before wear-
ing any sign of her Jewish faith. This 
was a young woman who is maybe 20 
years old. She had the courage to come 
and testify before Congress, but she 
can’t safely wear something that would 
suggest to her fellow students and her 
teachers that she is Jewish. 

She testified that her family and 
friends who live in Israel—people who 
are under nearly constant rocket at-
tack from Hamas—and others check in 
with her every day to see if she is safe. 
They are in a war zone. She is in the 
United States, and they are checking 
to make sure that she is safe. 

These incidents are absolutely horri-
fying, Mr. Speaker. They are unaccept-
able in the United States and in any 
civilized society. Members of the Jew-
ish community should not have to hide 
their faith in order to safely go about 
their lives or receive an education. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to 
support this resolution, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, DC, November 30, 2023. 
Hon. JIM JORDAN, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN JORDAN: Thank you for 
consulting with the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, which agrees to be discharged from 
further consideration of H. Res. 894 (Strongly 
condemning and denouncing the drastic rise 
of antisemitism in the United States and 
around the world), so that the measure may 
proceed expeditiously to the House floor. 

I ask that you place our letters on this res-
olution into the Congressional Record during 
floor consideration. I appreciate your co-
operation regarding this legislation and look 
forward to continuing to work together as 
this measure moves through the legislative 
process. 

Sincerely, 
MICHAEL T. MCCAUL, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, DC, December 1, 2023. 

Hon. MICHAEL MCCAUL, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCCAUL: Thank you for 
consulting with the Committee on the Judi-
ciary and agreeing to be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of H. Res. 894, Strongly 
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