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consideration on the floor, and I all
urge my colleagues to support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, sometimes people think
we don’t work together, but in the
military we do work together. I am
proud to support this, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I am pre-
pared to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I urge a
voice vote on this measure, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, to close, I
reemphasize what Mr. COHEN from Ten-
nessee said.

This is a bipartisan and bicameral ef-
fort to protect our guardsmen and our
reservists as they are returning back
after having served in Active Duty.
This is an important measure to pro-
tect those individuals who have fallen
on hard times financially and need the
protections of bankruptcy court.

This exemption to the means test is
important because of the variations of
the income and the expenses that we
see coming in and out of civilian life
for these individuals.

As a result of the efforts of both the
Democrats and the Republicans in the
House and the Senate, I urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. MORAN)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 3315.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 7, 2023.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 7, 2023, at 3:37 p.m.

That the Senate passed S. 3250.

Appointment:

Member of the Commission on the Social
Status of Black Men and Boys

Member of the Commission on Reform and
Modernization of the Department of State

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KEVIN F. MCCUMBER,
Acting Clerk.
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AMENDING THE FEDERAL ELEC-
TION CAMPAIGN ACT OF 1971 TO
EXTEND THE ADMINISTRATIVE
FINE PROGRAM FOR CERTAIN
REPORTING VIOLATIONS

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S.
2747) to amend the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971 to extend the Ad-
ministrative Fine Program for certain
reporting violations.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 2747

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. EXTENSION OF ADMINISTRATIVE
FINE PROGRAM.

Section 309(a)(4)(C)(v) of the Federal Elec-
tion Campaign Act of 1971 (62 TU.S.C.
30109(a)(4)(C)(v)) is amended by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2023’ and inserting ‘‘December 31,
2033,

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. STEIL) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. MORELLE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
2747, a bill to amend the Federal Elec-
tion Campaign Act of 1971 to extend
the Administrative Fine Program for
certain reporting violations for an ad-
ditional 10 years.

Congress has previously extended
this program six times, each time on a
nonpartisan basis. I rise today to en-
courage my colleagues to again extend
the authorization of this crucial pro-
gram.

The Federal Elections Commission,
commonly referred to as the FEC, en-
forces Federal law that requires polit-
ical committees to file reports of re-
ceipts and disbursements by a certain
date.
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Under the Administrative Fine Pro-
gram, the FEC is able to swiftly re-
solve infractions related to late-filed or
unfiled reports, ensuring transparency
and accountability in our political
process.

Currently, the Administrative Fine
Program is set to expire on December
31, 2023. By passing this bill today, the
House will extend the program for an
additional 10 years, ensuring the FEC
can expeditiously assess and enforce
fines against campaign committees for
their late-filed or unfiled reports.

Without the Administrative Fine
Program, the FEC would be required to
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go through its traditional enforcement
process to achieve compliance. This
process is more costly and more time
consuming. It would result in fewer
available resources for the agency to
devote to serious violations of cam-
paign finance law.

The Administrative Fine Program
has been successful. Before the incep-
tion of the Administrative Fine Pro-
gram, an average of 21 percent of cam-
paign finance reports were filed late.
Now, late-filed reports are below 10 per-
cent, and the agency has assessed over
$9 million in fines. It is important to
note that these fines do not fund the
agency but are deposited in the U.S.
Treasury.

Fewer late-filed reports means great-
er transparency for the American pub-
lic. Greater transparency builds Ameri-
cans’ confidence in our elections.

The bill not only accomplishes the
immediate goal of efficient campaign
finance regulation, but it also aligns
with the broader objectives of the
American Confidence in Elections Act,
or ACE Act: transparency and our
shared goal to ensure confidence in our
elections.

By passing this bill today, we can en-
sure the FEC enforcement operations
continue to run smoothly. In late Sep-
tember, the Committee on House Ad-
ministration considered an identical
bill, H.R. 5734, and reported it to the
full House by voice vote.

Our Senate colleagues passed S. 2747
by voice earlier this fall, which means
this important bill would go to the
President’s desk following passage in
the House.

I am urging my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to join the bipartisan
membership of the Committee on
House Administration and the Senate
Rules Committee to support this im-
portant measure today.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my good friend and colleague from Wis-
consin for advancing this bill.

I rise in strong support of S. 2747, and
I will probably be repeating and under-
scoring some of the things my good
friend said, because this is important
legislation. We should take time out to
acknowledge how important it is.

This bill extends the Federal Elec-
tion Commission’s Administrative Fine
Program for certain campaign finance
reporting violations, which, as my good
friend mentioned, has been extended
several times in the past, last time
through President Trump, and this will
take it through the end of 2033.

The important program allows the
FEC to assess administrative fines
against those who fail to timely report
their receipts and disbursements. The
FEC relies heavily on the Administra-
tive Fine Program to enforce campaign
finance law.

It has been remarkably successful, as
has been said. Since the year 2000, the
FEC has made public more than 4,000
violations, and, through the program,
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has assessed more than $8.8 million in
fines.

It is important to note, before the
program began, an average of 21 per-
cent of campaign finance reports were
filed late. Since the Administrative
Fine Program has been in place, that
number has been reduced to less than
10 percent.

The FEC has made it clear to Con-
gress that this program is one of the
most effective tools it currently has to
combat campaign finance violations,
and the extension of the program,
which expires at the end of this year, is
indeed vital.

Extending the Administrative Fine
Program is the Commission’s top-pri-
ority, bipartisan legislative rec-
ommendation, and the Commissioners
reiterated the need to extend the pro-
gram during a hearing in front of the
Committee on House Administration in
September.

Further, this extension has wide bi-
partisan support. A version of this ex-
tension, I will just note parentheti-
cally, was included in both the Demo-
crats’ Freedom to Vote Act and the Re-
publicans’ ACE Act. It is interesting
when we can get an agreement on two
bills which vary pretty dramatically. I
was grateful to partner with Chairman
STEIL on the House version of this ex-
tension.

Transparency and accountability in
campaign finance are crucial to ensur-
ing a healthy democracy. More than a
century ago, Associate Justice of the
United States Supreme Court Louis
Brandeis declared that: ‘‘Sunlight is
said to be the best of disinfectants.”
This counsel, encouraging trans-
parency and promoting good govern-
ance, remains vitally important to any
strong civil society today.

Transparency about who is seeking
to influence Federal elections is cru-
cial to democratic self-governance.
This is the purpose of the FEC, and
this bipartisan act, S. 2747, will ensure
that the FEC can continue to use one
of its most effective tools to carry out
its vital mission.

I urge my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to support S. 2747 to help pre-
serve a crucial program and key tool
enforcing our Nation’s transparency
and accountability laws.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. LEE), the chair of the Sub-
committee on Elections of the Com-
mittee on House Administration and
the former Florida Secretary of State.

Ms. LEE of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to join my colleagues in ex-
pressing support of S. 2747, a bill to
amend the Federal Election Campaign
Act of 1971 to extend the Administra-
tive Fine Program for certain report-
ing violations.

As the expiration deadline of Decem-
ber 31, 2023, approaches rather quickly,
we, the Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives, have an opportunity to
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continue the trend of bipartisan over-
sight of the Federal Election Commis-
sion.

If passed, S. 2747 will mark the sev-
enth time that lawmakers have recog-
nized the administrative importance
and financially beneficial structure of
the Administrative Fine Program.

As the former Florida Secretary of
State, I know firsthand that voters will
always seek transparency from polit-
ical candidates and political cam-
paigns.

Elections officials have a saying:
Elections are partisan. Elections ad-
ministration is not.

This bill is an example of that very
principle. It is an example of the trans-
parency and the confidence that Amer-
icans want to see in their elections.
These same themes can be found in the
American Confidence in Elections Act,
which passed out of the Committee on
House Administration in mid-July and
is an example of the types of proce-
dures and principles and laws that can
be guidance for every State in Amer-
ica.

Today, we have the opportunity to
showcase the cooperation, the dili-
gence, and the work completed by
members and staff on the Committee
on House Administration and the Sen-
ate Rules Committee. This bill reflects
our shared values, bipartisanship,
transparency, and good governance.

I urge my colleagues to support S.
2747 so the Federal Election Commis-
sion can continue to ensure confidence
and transparency in our elections proc-
ess.

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self 1 minute.

I thank my colleague, Mr. MORELLE,
the ranking member on the Committee
on House Administration, for his work
in this regard.

As noted by my colleague, sometimes
we disagree on elections administra-
tion. We have had those debates in our
committee. This piece of legislation is
a true nonpartisan opportunity for us
to come together to provide more
transparency for the American people,
in particular, to make sure that this
important program continues in place
at the Federal Election Commission.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, I am
grateful for the opportunity to be here
with my colleagues. It is interesting to
me, as I went home over the weekend,
there were a number of public events.
One of the things people are concerned
about in Congress, when they watch us,
is that we often seem to have the in-
ability to agree on anything.

Well, I remind people that is not al-
ways true. There are things that we do
agree on. There are things that are im-
portant to this government and impor-
tant to our democracy. I think this is
a great example of people coming to-
gether on both sides to support an im-
portant tool that can be used to ensure
our elections have the confidence of
the American people and make sure
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that candidates who seek office are
providing the kind of information nec-
essary for transparency and account-
ability, as my good friend from Wis-
consin has said.

I thank the chairman and the mem-
bers of the committee. It is a privilege
to be here, and I encourage all col-
leagues to support this piece of legisla-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
colleagues for speaking in support of
this important measure. By passing the
bill today, we can ensure FEC enforce-
ment operations continue to run
smoothly. I am urging my colleagues
on both sides of the aisle to join in sup-
porting this measure.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
STEIL) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 2747.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

SILETZ RESERVATION ACT
AMENDMENT

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2839) to amend the Siletz Res-
ervation Act to address the hunting,
fishing, trapping, and animal gathering
rights of the Confederated Tribes of
Siletz Indians, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2839

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SILETZ RESERVATION ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Section 4 of Public Law 96-340 (commonly
known as the ‘‘Siletz Reservation Act”) (94
Stat. 1074) is amended to read as follows:
“SEC. 4. HUNTING, FISHING, TRAPPING, AND ANI-

MAL GATHERING.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) CONSENT DECREE.—The term ‘Consent
Decree’ means the final judgment and decree
of the United States District Court for the
District of Oregon, in the action entitled
‘Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians of Or-
egon against State of Oregon’, entered on
May 2, 1980.

‘(2) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘Indian Tribe’
has the meaning given the term in section 4
of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304).

‘(3) SILETZ AGREEMENT.—The term ‘Siletz
Agreement’ means the agreement entitled
‘Agreement Among the State of Oregon, the
United States of America and the Confed-
erated Tribes of the Siletz Indians of Oregon
to Permanently Define Tribal Hunting, Fish-
ing, Trapping, and Gathering Rights of the
Siletz Tribe and its Members’ and entered
into by the United States on April 22, 1980.

““(b) HUNTING, FISHING, TRAPPING, AND ANI-
MAL GATHERING AGREEMENTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Siletz Agreement
shall remain in effect until and unless re-
placed, amended, or otherwise modified by 1
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