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for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the women of the 
Brides March, who for 24 years since 
Gladys Ricart’s tragic death on her 
wedding day, have held the annual 
Brides March in her memory to speak 
out against domestic violence. 

Each year, I host the brides in Wash-
ington to honor Gladys’ life and legacy. 
During this past National Domestic Vi-
olence Awareness Month, I reintro-
duced my Gladys Ricart Resolution, 
which fights back against domestic vi-
olence. 

I will not rest until Gladys Ricart’s 
story is told across America and is a 
thing of the past. We will continue to 
fight to prevent domestic violence. 
Every State in the Union must have a 
code of laws against domestic violence. 

We will always remember Gladys 
Ricart. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will remind all persons in the 
gallery that they are here as guests of 
the House and that any manifestation 
of approval or disapproval of pro-
ceedings or other audible conversation 
is in violation of the rules of the 
House. 

f 

SECURING OUR OWN NUCLEAR 
SUPPLY CHAIN 

(Mr. FULCHER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FULCHER. Mr. Speaker, there is 
no reason our Nation should be import-
ing natural resources from Russia as 
we have an abundance of untapped en-
ergy resources right here under our 
feet. 

H.R. 1042, the Prohibiting Russian 
Uranium Imports Act, represents a cru-
cial step forward in protecting our na-
tional security, safeguarding our inter-
ests, and ensuring the responsible use 
of nuclear energy within the United 
States. 

We must recognize the importance of 
having safe nuclear energy in our na-
tional energy portfolio and the related 
need for responsible sourcing of critical 
minerals like uranium. 

The risk of relying on Russian im-
ports is just too high. Becoming energy 
independent will make us stronger in 
the long run. We must utilize our do-
mestic resources and our trustworthy 
friends. Let us consider the strategic 
importance of securing our own nu-
clear supply chain. 

By passing H.R. 1042, we affirm our 
commitment to energy independence, 
national security, and responsible gov-
ernance. 
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RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF MAYOR FRED YATES 

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to celebrate the retire-
ment of an incredible human being and 
leader, Fred Yates, who served as the 
mayor of Winfall, North Carolina, for 
more than 30 years. 

He was the first African American to 
hold this position. His leadership 
brought transformative projects, in-
cluding a new town hall, a sewer sys-
tem, and public safety for the town 
residents. 

I congratulate Mayor Yates on his 
well-deserved retirement and thank 
him for his commitment to making 
eastern North Carolina better. His im-
pact will be felt for generations to 
come. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE HONOR-
ABLE SANDRA DAY O’CONNOR 

(Mrs. LESKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. LESKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a great Amer-
ican woman who has served our Nation 
and my State so admirably throughout 
many decades. 

Sandra Day O’Connor is an American 
icon and was a trailblazer for thou-
sands of women to pursue and achieve 
their dreams. 

This amazing woman was born in 1930 
and grew up on the Lazy B Ranch in 
southeastern Arizona. She went on to 
serve in the Arizona Attorney Gen-
eral’s office and then as the county’s 
first female State senate majority 
leader in the Arizona legislature. 

After being elected as a judge to the 
Maricopa County Superior Court, she 
was nominated by President Ronald 
Reagan as America’s first female Su-
preme Court Justice. 

She always showed courage, leader-
ship, and independence throughout her 
time in government. Her contributions 
to the fabric of this Nation will be 
cherished for generations to come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING GREAT PROGRESS 
BY DEMOCRATS 

(Ms. SALINAS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. SALINAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the great progress 
my Democratic colleagues and I have 
made for our constituents this Con-
gress. We worked across the aisle to 
keep the government funded and en-
sure our servicemembers continue to 
get paid. We fought against reckless at-
tempts to cut Social Security and 
Medicare and restrict reproductive 
freedom. 

Despite the endless chaos and polit-
ical theater, we have never stopped leg-

islating, because at the end of the day, 
Oregonians sent me here to get things 
done, and I can honestly say I am 
sticking to that promise. 

I have introduced six bipartisan bills 
and cosponsored dozens more. Just last 
month, the House passed my first bill 
to restore land claims and compensa-
tion rights to the Grand Ronde Tribe. 

I am proud of the things we have ac-
complished in 2023, but there is more 
work ahead of us. In the coming year, 
I urge my colleagues in both parties to 
join me in pushing past the gridlock. 
Working together, we can deliver real, 
tangible results for the American peo-
ple. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will remind all persons in the 
gallery that they are here as guests of 
the House and that any manifestation 
of approval or disapproval of pro-
ceedings or other audible conversation 
is in violation of the rules of the 
House. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 1147, WHOLE MILK FOR 
HEALTHY KIDS ACT OF 2023; 
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 357, ENSURING ACCOUNT-
ABILITY IN AGENCY RULE-
MAKING ACT; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES 

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Mr. Speaker, by 
direction of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 922 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 922 

Resolved, That at any time after adoption 
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant 
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1147) to amend 
the Richard B. Russell National School 
Lunch Act to allow schools that participate 
in the school lunch program under such Act 
to serve whole milk. The first reading of the 
bill shall be dispensed with. All points of 
order against consideration of the bill are 
waived. General debate shall be confined to 
the bill and shall not exceed one hour equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chair and 
ranking minority member of the Committee 
on Education and the Workforce or their re-
spective designees. After general debate the 
bill shall be considered for amendment under 
the five-minute rule. The amendment in the 
nature of a substitute recommended by the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce 
now printed in the bill shall be considered as 
adopted in the House and in the Committee 
of the Whole. The bill, as amended, shall be 
considered as the original bill for the pur-
pose of further amendment under the five- 
minute rule and shall be considered as read. 
All points of order against provisions in the 
bill, as amended, are waived. No further 
amendment to the bill, as amended, shall be 
in order except those printed in the report of 
the Committee on Rules accompanying this 
resolution. Each such further amendment 
may be offered only in the order printed in 
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the report, may be offered only by a Member 
designated in the report, shall be considered 
as read, shall be debatable for the time speci-
fied in the report equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and an opponent, 
shall not be subject to amendment, and shall 
not be subject to a demand for division of the 
question in the House or in the Committee of 
the Whole. All points of order against such 
further amendments are waived. At the con-
clusion of consideration of the bill for 
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill, as amended, to the House with 
such further amendments as may have been 
adopted. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill, as amended, 
and on any further amendment thereto to 
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept one motion to recommit. 

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it 
shall be in order to consider in the House the 
bill (H.R. 357) to require the head of an agen-
cy to issue and sign any rule issued by that 
agency, and for other purposes. All points of 
order against consideration of the bill are 
waived. The amendment in the nature of a 
substitute recommended by the Committee 
on the Judiciary now printed in the bill shall 
be considered as adopted. The bill, as amend-
ed, shall be considered as read. All points of 
order against provisions in the bill, as 
amended, are waived. The previous question 
shall be considered as ordered on the bill, as 
amended, and on any further amendment 
thereto to final passage without intervening 
motion except: (1) one hour of debate equally 
divided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on 
the Judiciary or their respective designees; 
and (2) one motion to recommit. 

SEC. 3. Notwithstanding section 3(z) of 
House Resolution 5, on any legislative day of 
the second session of the One Hundred Eight-
eenth Congress before January 9, 2024— (a) 
the Speaker may dispense with organiza-
tional and legislative business; and (b) the 
Journal of the proceedings of the previous 
day shall be considered as approved if appli-
cable. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Minnesota is recog-
nized for 1 hour. 

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Mr. Speaker, for 
the purpose of debate only, I yield the 
customary 30 minutes to the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania (Ms. SCAN-
LON), pending which I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. During consid-
eration of this resolution, all time 
yielded is for the purpose of debate 
only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. FISCHBACH. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. FISCHBACH. Mr. Speaker, we 

are here today to debate the rule pro-
viding for consideration of H.R. 357 and 
H.R. 1147. It provides a structured rule 
for H.R. 1147 and makes in order bipar-
tisan and Republican amendments, pro-
vides 1 hour of debate equally divided 
and controlled by the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce, and pro-
vides one motion to recommit. The 
rule further provides for consideration 
of H.R. 357 under a closed rule, with 1 
hour of debate equally divided and con-

trolled by the Committee on the Judi-
ciary and one motion to recommit. 

Under our Constitution, those who 
make the laws are accountable to those 
who elect them. Career Federal em-
ployees are not beholden to the voters 
of this Nation, and yet unelected bu-
reaucrats across the Federal agencies— 
in one case in particular, a single low- 
level career employee—have been mak-
ing thousands of rules that impact this 
country’s voters and taxpayers. 

According to a recent Pacific Legal 
Foundation study, career employees 
and unconfirmed officials issued over 
70 percent of the rules at the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services be-
tween 2001 and 2017. These rules have 
economic impacts on the people of this 
country, just as the laws we pass in 
this Chamber do, yet we are account-
able to the voters who elect us. Federal 
employees are accountable to no one. 

Former President Trump addressed 
this issue with an executive order that 
required agencies’ informal notice-and- 
comment rules to be initiated and 
signed by senior appointees, with ex-
ceptions. The Biden administration has 
revoked that. As a result of revoking 
this order, in 2021, Congress passed just 
143 laws while Federal agencies issued 
3,257 rules, costing taxpayers $1.927 
trillion, or the equivalent of $14,684 per 
household. 

According to the study, only 2 per-
cent of the Food and Drug Administra-
tion’s rules were issued by principal of-
ficers, and 25 of these rules had an im-
pact on the American economy of at 
least $100 million or had other substan-
tial economic impacts. That means 
unelected bureaucrats, who are not ac-
countable to the taxpayers, are costing 
those taxpayers thousands upon thou-
sands of dollars. 

This majority has made a commit-
ment to ensuring our Federal Govern-
ment is held accountable. The Ensur-
ing Accountability in Agency Rule-
making Act would lessen the power of 
career civil servants who are not ac-
countable to the taxpayer. It would re-
quire, with exceptions, that rules be 
issued and signed by presidentially 
nominated and Senate-confirmed ap-
pointees. This upholds the Constitution 
by putting decisions in the hands of 
those who are held accountable to the 
American people. It improves the ways 
this government is by the people and 
for the people. 

We are also here to discuss the Whole 
Milk for Healthy Kids Act. Mr. Speak-
er, coming from one of the top dairy 
producing districts in the country, I 
am proud to stand here in support of 
this legislation. The bill expands milk 
options for the school lunch programs 
under the Richard B. Russell National 
School Lunch Act to include flavored, 
unflavored, whole, and reduced-fat 
milks. 

Whole milk has been demonized as 
unhealthy, but it is full of the calcium, 
potassium, vitamin D, and protein that 
growing kids need. Since the misguided 
Obama-era regulations were put in 

place that the Biden administration 
has chosen to continue, rather than 
seeing health improve, we have contin-
ued to see child health decline. We also 
have fewer people participating in the 
school lunch programs. Like many of 
the regulations that took place at the 
time, the milk restrictions are not hav-
ing their intended effect. 

Meanwhile, dairy farmers in my dis-
trict are struggling. Milk prices and 
demand remain stubbornly low, in 
most cases below the margin of your 
average dairy farm. For what purpose? 
Because the Federal Government 
places arbitrary restrictions on the 
meals our children can enjoy? 

This bill is a win-win for children and 
producers alike. It gets kids the nutri-
ents they need while giving schools 
more flexibility to meet the needs of 
their students, and it provides a larger 
market for dairy farmers to sell their 
delicious product they stand proudly 
behind. 

Mr. Speaker, I support the under-
lying legislation, urge all Members to 
do so, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman from Minnesota for 
yielding the customary 30 minutes, and 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
is here in the Capitol today. The Presi-
dent of Ukraine left his war-torn coun-
try to come to the United States to 
plead for our help in repelling Putin’s 
murderous and unlawful invasion, in 
protecting his people, and in preserving 
their democracy. 

As he did so, Putin unleashed a dev-
astating missile attack on Kyiv and 
was captured on video drinking cham-
pagne and toasting the downfall of 
Ukraine if its Western allies falter. 

President Zelenskyy came here to 
ask the United States to stand tall and 
honor its commitment to an ally, its 
commitment to democracy, and its 
commitment to upholding inter-
national law. In response, the United 
States House of Representatives is de-
bating the merits of chocolate milk. 

We will not long remember the 
MAGA majority’s great gas stove war 
of 2023 or their attempts to make it 
easier to kill the endangered lesser 
prairie-chicken, but the sad fact is, 
these bills have consumed weeks of 
precious floor time this year as the 
House majority struggles to pass any 
legislation of note. 

b 1230 

The world will, however, remember if 
the United States fails to support 
Ukraine in its hour of need. 

President Zelenskyy, our NATO al-
lies, and the American people should 
expect better from this Congress. 
Under this extremist majority, they 
are doomed to disappointment, which 
again brings us here today to debate 
chocolate milk. 

When I was home this past weekend, 
I had the chance to talk with many of 
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my constituents. I met with women 
small business owners to discuss their 
challenges. I talked to college students 
about their concerns regarding attacks 
on reproductive freedom here in the 
United States. I gathered with people 
in our community who have lost loved 
ones, neighbors, and friends to gun vio-
lence, and I listened to their calls for 
action on commonsense gun safety leg-
islation. 

Overwhelmingly, people came to talk 
to me about making our country a 
place where all Americans, all chil-
dren, can thrive. That means bringing 
down the cost of healthcare, childcare, 
household energy, and high-speed 
internet so families can care for their 
kids, heat their homes, and stay con-
nected. This means investing in infra-
structure, good-paying jobs, and public 
education so we can strengthen our 
economy, lower costs, build safer com-
munities, and create opportunities so 
everyone has a shot at a brighter fu-
ture. 

These are the things I came to Con-
gress to do. 

In these last legislative days of the 
year, these aren’t the things that 
House Republicans are doing. I would 
call it unbelievable except we have 
seen the same story play out over and 
over again in this Chamber all year. 

For months on end, MAGA extrem-
ists have dragged our country to the 
brink of default, nearly shut down the 
government twice, and even ousted 
their own Speaker. Pushed by the most 
extreme members of their Conference, 
they have brought chaos to the House 
floor. They have put up bills only for 
them to tank and have to be withdrawn 
as they fight among themselves. They 
spent 25 days just arguing over which 
one of them should be Speaker. This is 
all on the American people’s dime. 

Now, with pressing challenges at 
home and around the world, they are 
pushing a completely discredited im-
peachment inquiry and other naked po-
litical stunts, all to distract from their 
own inability to govern. They have 
done nothing to deliver for the Amer-
ican people, and Americans deserve 
better than this. 

House Republicans refuse to get their 
act together. Today, they have brought 
to the floor two misguided and mar-
ginal bills that fail to address any of 
the major threats or concerns our 
country or our constituents face. Both 
bills open the door to the influence of 
more special interests in our govern-
ment’s functions. 

I should note that, today, we were 
supposed to consider two additional 
bills impacting our national security 
and individual rights. Due to infighting 
among Republicans and their own com-
mittee chairs, these measures were 
pulled last night from the schedule, 
leaving us with another wasted day of 
chaos and incompetence. 

The first bill we have today is H.R. 
1147, which makes changes to school 
nutrition standards in a way that 
would undermine science and undo im-

portant progress made over the past 13 
years. 

Schools play an essential role in our 
kids’ health. For so many children, the 
meals they get at school represent the 
majority of calories and the most nu-
tritious meals they consume all day. 

We saw this reality clearly during 
the first days of the pandemic when, as 
schools closed down, the prospect of 
missed school breakfasts and lunches 
threatened the health of children 
across America. 

The meals served in schools are based 
on the most recent set of dietary guide-
lines as determined by child nutrition 
experts. These guidelines stay current 
and are updated at least every 5 years. 
In fact, in February of this year, the 
Biden-Harris administration began the 
latest update. 

When I served on my local school 
board, and before as a Home and School 
president, I was involved in efforts to 
improve and implement what was at 
the time new Federal improved nutri-
tion standards for our district’s meals. 

Through that experience, I know just 
how important nutritious meals are to 
helping students succeed and form life-
long healthy habits. We have seen im-
mense benefits since Congress passed 
the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act in 
2010. 

The research shows that the millions 
of children who participate in school 
meal programs have better overall diet 
quality than those who do not. Studies 
prove, despite arguments to the con-
trary, that students eat and enjoy 
these meals. When presented with 
healthy choices, they take them. 

Allowing whole milk, particularly 
flavored whole milk, to be served in 
schools is against current dietary rec-
ommendations and against the rec-
ommendation of experts, including the 
Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics, 
the American Heart Association, and 
the American Academy of Pediatrics. 

We know that too much saturated fat 
can raise bad cholesterol levels, a 
known cause of heart disease. Most 
troubling, many varieties of flavored 
milk that are pushed by this bill con-
tain unhealthy chemicals, such as arti-
ficial colors and flavors, and nearly 
twice the amount of sugar as plain 
milk. 

At a time when one in five school-age 
children already has adverse choles-
terol levels, we should not be making it 
easier to serve unhealthier meals in 
schools. 

This bill blatantly ignores the 
science. 

Even if you deny these facts, every-
one should be able to admit we are long 
overdue for a comprehensive child nu-
trition reauthorization. We owe it to 
students and their families to consist-
ently improve the meals that schools 
are serving. The last comprehensive re-
authorization of the laws governing 
school meal programs was done 13 
years ago. 

I wish the Republican majority would 
spend more time helping to pass com-

prehensive policies to support our 
schools as they work to provide 
healthier and more satisfying meals to 
our students within current nutritional 
standards. We should not waste time 
on this one-off change to serve special 
interests that circumvent the normal 
process for updating meal standards. 

I think we owe it to our children, 
their health, and their futures to let 
the experts guide what we are pro-
viding them to eat in schools. We 
should not allow politicians to make 
the decisions in what should be a 
science-based process. 

Today, we are also considering H.R. 
357, another attempt by the Republican 
majority to derail the Federal rule-
making process. This is an unnecessary 
and vague bill designed to undermine 
the critical work of Federal agencies. 

It is part of a MAGA narrative that 
unfairly and untruthfully paints hard-
working Federal employees, non-
partisan experts in their fields, as face-
less bureaucrats who are somehow hos-
tile to everyday Americans. 

The fact is that the regulatory proc-
ess that our Republican colleagues 
seek to frame as a battle against some 
vast bureaucratic conspiracy is actu-
ally an essential part of ensuring that 
we all have clean air and water to 
breathe and drink, healthy food to eat, 
and safe planes, trains, and auto-
mobiles to travel in. 

The truth is that Congress already 
has a wide range of ways to exercise 
oversight and control over rulemaking. 

If the majority is so concerned about 
improving the process, they would join 
Democratic efforts to ensure corporate 
interests can’t game that process. They 
would advocate for incorporating more 
public feedback in those agencies’ deci-
sions. 

They don’t really want to make the 
process better. Instead, bills like this 
would create a bottleneck in our gov-
ernment’s operations that will prevent 
rules that the Republican majority 
doesn’t like. 

This bill would politicize the process 
of confirming nominees to administra-
tive agencies even more than it is al-
ready. Individual Senators would have 
even more incentive to block an ad-
ministration’s nomination for partisan 
and corporate goals. More corporate in-
fluence would be allowed to infiltrate 
the Senate confirmation process. Ulti-
mately, our agencies would be ob-
structed from doing important work to 
protect the American people’s health 
and safety and making government 
function better. 

It is clear my Republican colleagues 
don’t want to make our government 
work better. These aren’t traditional 
conservatives. They are nihilists dedi-
cated to grinding government to a halt. 

With this bill and their previous ef-
forts to decimate Federal rulemaking, 
they prefer to upend the regulatory 
process, even if it improves the lives of 
Americans every single day. 

The Federal Government has long 
played an important role in promoting 
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the health, safety, and welfare of the 
American people. We should ensure 
that it is able to continue doing so. 

Again and again, we have seen this 
Republican majority prioritize the 
wrong things this year, and today is no 
different. They are using valuable floor 
time and committee time to pass mar-
ginal bills, enable their own infighting, 
and launch an act of petty political 
vengeance against the current Presi-
dent. Then, they are going to call it a 
year and go home for the holidays. 
This is an unacceptable way to govern. 
It is not governance at all. 

Mr. Speaker, I deeply oppose this 
rule, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to comment that rules and rule-
making is one of the things that I hear 
from my constituents. It is one of the 
most important things that they talk 
about and call me about when they 
have concerns. 

I think H.R. 357 simply makes the 
process accountable the way it should 
be. We should not have bureaucrats 
making rules from D.C. for farms in 
Minnesota or for a variety of streams 
and waterways in Minnesota when they 
are not there seeing it. 

I think this is an important part of 
the government being responsive and 
accountable to the American people. I 
find it very important that we need to 
get the rulemaking under control. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he 
may consume to the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. LANGWORTHY). 

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to support the rule that in-
cludes consideration of the Whole Milk 
for Healthy Kids Act, an important 
step to ensuring America’s children 
have access to healthy, nutritious op-
tions in their school cafeterias. 

I represent the southern tier of New 
York, known for its proud tradition of 
dairy farming. Today, the southern tier 
is one of the top dairy-producing areas 
of the country. The entire Nation, in-
cluding our Nation’s children, depend 
on the ability of farmers to make ends 
meet and to get their products onto 
shelves, whether it is in our grocery 
stores or our school cafeterias. 

Time and again, we have listened to 
the challenges dairy farmers are fac-
ing, from regulatory overreach, includ-
ing from the Biden administration, to 
the volatility in the marketplace that 
is putting their long-term survival at 
risk. 

The Biden administration’s latest 
changes to the USDA Dietary Guide-
lines, restricting access to whole milk 
for children in school cafeterias, are 
certainly not helpful either. 

Contrary to what this administration 
claims, the science is indisputable 
here. Milk provides essential minerals 
and nutrients for growing children. 
Sadly, thanks to the overreaching poli-
cies of bureaucrats here in Washington, 
the vast majority of America’s children 
are unable to meet the recommended 
levels of dairy consumption necessary 
for their health and growth. 

Mr. Speaker, we need to ensure that 
all milk options, including whole milk 
produced by dairy farmers like those in 
New York’s southern tier, are available 
to America’s kids in school. That 
starts by passing H.R. 1147 and revers-
ing the Biden administration’s scientif-
ically unsubstantiated Dietary Guide-
lines. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to be a co-
sponsor of the Whole Milk for Healthy 
Kids Act. As a member of the House 
Agriculture Committee, I look forward 
to supporting this legislation and en-
suring that we don’t take healthy, nu-
tritious whole milk from America’s 
kids. 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

The epidemic of gun violence has 
touched every corner of America, trag-
ically devastating families, tearing 
apart communities, and scarring 
schoolchildren. 

In 2022, nearly 50,000 people died by 
guns, an average of one person every 11 
minutes. This includes almost 20,000 
homicides. Mass shootings skyrocketed 
from 272 in 2014 to 645 last year. In 2020, 
firearms became the leading cause of 
death for American children and ado-
lescents. From 2013 to 2022, there was a 
staggering 87 percent increase in the 
child and teen firearm death rate. 

In 2023, the heartbreak has only con-
tinued. As of today, there have been 
over 40,000 lives lost and over 630 mass 
shootings. Over 800 schoolchildren 11 
years old or under have been killed or 
injured with guns. Over 4,000 school-age 
teens have been touched by gun vio-
lence. 

The American people are crying out 
for Congress to act. Yet, the House of 
Representatives is using its precious 
time to debate chocolate milk. The 
American people deserve better. 

House Democrats are ready to work 
with Republicans to tackle this epi-
demic. If we defeat the previous ques-
tion today, I will offer an amendment 
to the rule to bring up H.R. 715, a bi-
partisan bill to require a background 
check for every firearm sale. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to insert the text of my amend-
ment into the RECORD, along with any 
extraneous material, immediately 
prior to the vote on the previous ques-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 

b 1245 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. THOMPSON). 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman for 
yielding. Like the gentlewoman, I 
spent my entire weekend in my dis-
trict, and not one person came to me 
asking me to change the law on choco-
late milk. 

We have important work to do, Mr. 
Speaker, and I rise in support of taking 

action to end the gun violence epi-
demic. 

This holiday season, there will be an-
other 40,000 empty chairs at the dinner 
table because that is how many people 
died from gun violence in 2023. 

We have had 636 mass shootings this 
year so far. We have had more mass 
shootings than days of the year. On one 
day in April, there were 11 mass shoot-
ings. 

In America, the greatest country in 
the history of the world, guns are the 
leading cause of death for children and 
teenagers. American children face the 
daily threat of gun violence in schools, 
churches, temples, and mosques. They 
face the risk of gun violence in grocery 
stores, shopping centers, and in their 
own homes. 

Instead of taking action to protect 
our kids from gun violence, House Re-
publicans have used valuable floor time 
playing political games, and this week 
is just more of the same. 

Recently, a House Republican col-
league stood on this floor and begged 
for anyone in their party to come to 
the floor and name one accomplish-
ment that the Republicans have been 
able to do that would allow people’s 
lives to be made better. 

There is an accomplishment in reach. 
Today, I call on Republicans to join 
Democrats and pass the Bipartisan 
Background Checks Act. Background 
checks are popular. They are supported 
by over 90 percent of the American peo-
ple, including a majority of Repub-
licans and even a majority of NRA 
members. 

Mr. Speaker, background checks are 
effective. Every day, background 
checks stop more than 160 felons and 
more than 60 domestic abusers from 
getting a gun from a federally licensed 
dealer. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
an additional 30 seconds to the gen-
tleman. 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I urge my colleagues to op-
pose the previous question so we can 
pass the Bipartisan Background Checks 
Act, save lives, and help ensure that 
more American families never have to 
suffer the loss of a loved one. 

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Mr. Speaker, I am 
prepared to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I am 
prepared to close, as well, and I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

With the rule we consider today, the 
Republican majority ends a failed year 
in the choke hold of its most extreme 
members. They are finishing out 2023 
as they started: unproductive, ineffec-
tive, and unconcerned for the American 
people. They have ignored the real 
problems facing our Nation today, 
issues like the gun violence crisis, on-
going threats to Americans’ funda-
mental freedoms, access to economic 
opportunity and good-paying jobs, and 
threats to our national security. 
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They have filled this Chamber with 

culture wars and conspiracies and 
pushed policies that would hurt our 
children, families, students, seniors, 
members of the Armed Forces, and 
workers. They have turned their backs 
on our allies: democracies standing in 
the breach against forces that pose se-
rious threats to our own national secu-
rity. They have wasted days, weeks, 
and months with cheap political stunts 
all to the detriment and on the dime of 
our constituents. 

Congress is supposed to work for the 
people, and this is not what the people 
sent us here to do. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
put people over politics and to oppose 
the previous question and the rule, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

I do just want to comment that I was 
in my district this weekend, and I 
heard a lot about out-of-control rule-
making at the Federal level by the gov-
ernment in general. 

Do you know what, Mr. Speaker? 
I did hear about whole milk, so I do 

think the issues we are dealing with 
are of concern to the American people. 

Moreover, I am proud of my col-
leagues for following through on their 
commitments to the American people. 
The Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act 
directly responds to constituents who 
want to expand the options for healthy 
drinks in our school. Expanding the 
Richard B. Russell National School 
Lunch Act to include flavored, 
unflavored, whole, and reduced fat 
milk options decreases the control 
Washington has over the day-to-day 
choices Americans make and increases 
the chance that a kid will reach for a 
milk over a soda. 

The Ensuring Accountability in 
Agency Rulemaking Act holds the gov-
ernment accountable by requiring rules 
made in Federal agencies to be issued 
and signed by presidentially nominated 
and Senate-confirmed appointees, en-
suring the rules made in Federal agen-
cies are beholden to taxpayers’ prior-
ities. 

Mr. Speaker, I support the rule and 
the underlying legislation. 

The material previously referred to 
by Ms. SCANLON is as follows: 

AN AMENDMENT TO H. RES. 922 OFFERED BY 
MS. SCANLON OF PENNSYLVANIA 

At the end of the resolution, add the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. 4. Immediately upon adoption of this 
resolution, the House shall proceed to con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 715) to require a 
background check for every firearm sale. All 
points of order against consideration of the 
bill are waived. The bill shall be considered 
as read. All points of order against provi-
sions in the bill are waived. The previous 
question shall be considered as ordered on 
the bill and on any amendment thereto, to 
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept: (1) one hour of debate equally divided 
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on the Ju-
diciary or their respective designees; and (2) 
one motion to recommit. 

SEC. 5. Clause 1(c) of rule XIX shall not 
apply to the consideration of H.R. 715. 

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time, and 
I move the previous question on the 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on ordering the previous 
question. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question are post-
poned. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 12 and 50 minutes 
p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1330 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. MURPHY) at 1 o’clock and 
30 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

Ordering the previous question on 
House Resolution 922; 

Adoption of House Resolution 922, if 
ordered; and 

Motions to suspend the rules and 
pass: 

S. 788, 
H.R. 5119, 
H.R. 5524, and 
H.R. 4531. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant 
to clause 9 of rule XX, remaining elec-
tronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 1147, WHOLE MILK FOR 
HEALTHY KIDS ACT OF 2023; 
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 357, ENSURING ACCOUNT-
ABILITY IN AGENCY RULE-
MAKING ACT; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on ordering 
the previous question on the resolution 
(H. Res. 922) providing for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 1147) to amend 
the Richard B. Russell National School 
Lunch Act to allow schools that par-
ticipate in the school lunch program 

under such Act to serve whole milk; 
providing for consideration of the bill 
(H.R. 357) to require the head of an 
agency to issue and sign any rule 
issued by that agency, and for other 
purposes; and for other purposes, on 
which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on ordering the previous 
question. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 216, nays 
205, not voting 12, as follows: 

[Roll No. 710] 

YEAS—216 

Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Calvert 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 

Garbarino 
Garcia, Mike 
Gimenez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kean (NJ) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Langworthy 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 

Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Tonko 
Turner 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NAYS—205 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 

Amo 
Auchincloss 
Balint 

Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
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