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Senate

The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, December 18, 2023, at 3 p.m.

House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MCHENRY).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
December 15, 2023.

I hereby appoint the Honorable PATRICK T.
MCHENRY to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

God of peace, we pray for Your peace
this day. In the hustle and bustle of the
season, when our minds are over-
whelmed by competing priorities and
demanding schedules, we pray for a
sense of peace that transcends the day-
to-day grind and allows us the quietude
to catch our breath.

As the world turns on an axis of
struggles for supremacy and the preser-
vation of whole peoples, we pray for
peace among the nations. Cause us
each to be still and know that You are
God, that You alone would be exalted
in all the Earth.

In our own hearts, when we find our-
selves distressed by personal chal-
lenges, concerned for members of our
family, fearful of our adversaries, grant
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us the peace that is not defined by this
life. Let not our hearts be troubled,
neither let them be afraid.

O God, You are the Lord of peace.
Give us Your peace at all times, in all
places, in all circumstances. In every
way, Lord, be with us.

In the peace that is found in Your
name we pray.

Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(z) of House Resolution
5, the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings is approved.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

The SPEAKER pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 14, 2023.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 14, 2023, at 3:27 p.m.

That the Senate passed S. 229.

That the Senate passed S. 265.

That the Senate passed S. 318.

That the Senate agreed to Relative to the
Death of the Honorable Sandra Day O’Con-
nor former associate justice of the Supreme
Court of the United States S. 499

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KEVIN F. MCCUMBER,
Acting Clerk.

———

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to an enrolled bill of the Senate of the
following title:

S. 788.—An act to amend the Permanent
Electronic Duck Stamp Act of 2013 to allow
States to issue fully electronic stamps under
that Act, and for other purposes.

———————

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Kevin F. McCumber, Acting Clerk of
the House, reported that on December
14, 2023, the following bills were pre-
sented to the President of the United
States for approval:

H.R. 1734. To require coordinated National
Institute of Standards and Technology
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science and research activities regarding il-
licit drugs containing xylazine, novel syn-
thetic opioids, and other substances of con-
cern, and for other purposes

H.R. 2670. To authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2024 for military activities of the
Department of Defense and for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and
for other purposes

————

ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(z) of House Resolution
5, the House stands adjourned until 2
p.m. on Tuesday, December 19, 2023.

Thereupon (at 10 o’clock and 5 min-
utes a.m.), under its previous order, the

House adjourned until Tuesday, De-
cember 19, 2023, at 2 p.m.
————
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-2562. A letter from the Associate Ad-
ministrator, Livestock and Poultry, Agricul-
tural Marketing Service, Department of Ag-
riculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Beef Promotion and Research
Order; Reapportionment and Technical
Amendment [Doc. No.: AMS-LP-22-0002] re-
ceived December 7, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Agriculture.

EC-2563. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and
Energy Efficiency, Office of Energy Effi-
ciency and Renewable Energy, Department
of Energy, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Energy Conservation Program:
Test Procedure for Water-Source Heat
Pumps [EERE-2017-BT-TP-0029] (RIN: 1904-
AEO05) received December 6, 2023, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

EC-2564. A letter from the Deputy Archi-
vist of the United States, National Archives
and Records Administration, transmitting
the Administration’s direct final rule — Use
of NARA Facilities: Rules for Filming,
Photographing, or Videotaping on NARA
Property for Personal Use [FDMS No.:
NARA-23-0008; NARA-2023-034] (RIN: 3095-
AC13) received December 5, 2023, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Oversight and Accountability.

EC-2565. A letter from the Director,
Healthcare and Insurance, Office of Per-
sonnel Management, transmitting the Of-
fice’s final rule — FEDVIP: Extension of Eli-
gibility to Certain Employees on Temporary
Appointments and Certain Employees on
Seasonal and Intermittent Schedules; En-
rollment Clarifications and Exceptions for
Changes in Enrollment (RIN: 3206-AN91) re-
ceived December 5, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Oversight
and Accountability.

EC-2566. A letter from the Director, Work-
force Policy and Innovation, Office of Per-
sonnel Management, transmitting the Of-
fice’s interim final rule; request for com-
ments — Noncompetitive Appointment of
Certain Military Spouses [Docket ID: OPM-
2023-0026] (RIN: 3206-A057) received December
5, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Pub-
lic Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Oversight and Accountability.
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EC-2567. A letter from the Director, Work-
force Policy and Innovation, Office of Per-
sonnel Management, transmitting the Of-
fice’s final rule — Fair Chance to Compete
for Jobs (RIN: 3206-A000) received December
5, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Pub-
lic Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-2568. A letter from the Legal Yeoman,
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland
Security, transmitting the Department’s
temporary final rule — Safety Zone;
Hillsborough Bay, Tampa, FL [Docket No.:
USCG-2023-0788] (RIN: 1625-AA00) received
December 5, 2023, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

EC-2569. A letter from the Legal Yeoman,
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland
Security, transmitting the Department’s
temporary final rule — Security Zones; San
Francisco Bay, San Francisco, CA [Docket
No.: USCG-2023-0852] (RIN: 625-A A87) received
December 5, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

EC-2570. A letter from the Legal Yeoman,
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland
Security, transmitting the Department’s
temporary final rule — Security Zones; San
Francisco Bay, San Francisco, CA [Docket
No.: USCG-2023-0861] (RIN: 1625-AA87) re-
ceived December 5, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

EC-2571. A letter from the Legal Yeoman,
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland
Security, transmitting the Department’s
temporary final rule — Safety Zone; APEC
2023 Fireworks; San Francisco Bay, San
Francisco, CA [Docket No.: USCG-2023-0870]
(RIN: 1625-AA00) received December 5, 2023,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

EC-2572. A letter from the Legal Yeoman,
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland
Security, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Multi-Year Certificate of Docu-
mentation for Recreational Vessel Owners
[Docket No.: USCG-2023-0305] (RIN: 1625-
AC87) received December 5, 2023, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-2573. A letter from the Legal Tech, U.S.
Coast Guard, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, transmitting the Department’s tem-
porary final rule — Safety Zone; Shrewsbury
River, S-32 Bridge, Boroughs of Rumson and
Sea Bright, NJ [Docket No.: USCG-2023-0286]
(RIN: 1625-AA00) received December 5, 2023,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

EC-2574. A letter from the Legal Tech, U.S.
Coast Guard, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Towing Vessel Firefighting Training
[Docket No.: USCG-2020-0492] (RIN: 1625-
AC64) received December 5, 2023, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-2575. A letter from the Legal Yeoman,
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland
Security, transmitting the Department’s
temporary final rule — Safety Zone; Saint
Thomas, USVI [Docket No.: USCG-2023-0838]
(RIN: 1625-AA00) received December 5, 2023,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

December 15, 2023

EC-2576. A letter from the Regulation De-
velopment Coordinator, Office of Regula-
tions Policy and Management, Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Payments Under State Home Care
Agreements for Nursing Home Care (RIN:
2900-AR62) received December 5, 2023, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs.

——————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. FOSTER (for himself, Mrs. RA-
MIREZ, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, and
Ms. NORTON):

H.R. 6839. A bill to provide for improve-
ments in the treatment of detained persons,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. HILL (for himself and Mr.
SHERMAN):

H.R. 6840. A bill to prohibit the Secretary
of the Treasury from engaging in trans-
actions involving the exchange of Special
Drawing Rights issued by the International
Monetary Fund that are held by the Islamic
Republic of Iran, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Financial Services.

By Mr. LEVIN (for himself, Mr. MAST,
Ms. BoNAMICI, Mrs. KIGGANS of Vir-
ginia, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mrs. GONZALEZ-
CoLON, Mr. KILMER, and Mr. VAN
DREW):

H.R. 6841. A bill to amend the Coastal Zone
Management Act of 1972 to allow the Sec-
retary of Commerce to establish a Coastal
and Estuarine Resilience and Restoration
Program, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

By Ms. PORTER:

H.R. 6842. A bill to amend chapter 131 of
title 5, United States Code, and the STOCK
Act to require certain senior officials to re-
port payments received from the Federal
Government, to improve the filing and dis-
closure of financial disclosures by Members
of Congress, congressional staff, very senior
employees, and others, and to ban stock
trading for certain senior Government offi-
cials, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Accountability, and
in addition to the Committees on House Ad-
ministration, and the Judiciary, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. SCALISE (for himself, Mr.
GRAVES of Louisiana, Ms. LETLOW,
Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana, and Mr.
CARTER of Liouisiana):

H.R. 6843. A bill to expand the boundaries
of the Atchafalaya National Heritage Area
to include Lafourche Parish, Louisiana; to
the Committee on Natural Resources.

By Ms. TENNEY:

H.R. 6844. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to prohibit the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services from
entering into contracts with PDP sponsors of
prescription drug plans that have a contract
with certain pharmacy benefits managers; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
and in addition to the Committee on Ways
and Means, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. THANEDAR:

H.R. 6845. A bill to require officials of the

Department of Defense to provide a briefing
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