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earthquake. We are going to see time 
and time again swift action and hu-
manitarian action. Action for support 
will really come back in a very cost ef-
fective and humanitarian way to pro-
vide dividends moving forward in the 
future. 

That being said, too, our NATO ally, 
Türkiye, is suffering a great deal. We 
want to demonstrate not just through 
NATO and other alliances that we are 
there for the Turkish people as well 
who have often come to our aid in 
areas of critical security needs. 

The people of Türkiye and Syria have 
suffered tremendously as a result of 
these earthquakes and thousands of the 
aftershocks. 

I support this resolution to signal 
globally that the United States stands 
with the people of Türkiye and Syria 
and the United States will continue to 
support any and all humanitarian ef-
forts to bring aid and assistance to the 
victims of these disasters. I hope, Mr. 
Speaker, that all our colleagues join 
together in this bipartisan effort to 
support this important resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of 
my time to close. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the broad coali-
tion of Members on both sides of the 
aisle with the leadership of Congress-
man Bill Keating who have come to-
gether to support this critical resolu-
tion. 

I especially want to thank Speaker 
KEVIN MCCARTHY and Leader STEVE 
SCALISE for their accelerating the 
scheduling of this for today. It is so im-
portant for the people of Türkiye and 
Syria to know of our affection for 
them. 

The people of the United States stand 
with the suffering people of Türkiye 
and Syria who have been so impacted 
by this terrible natural disaster. 

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 132 is an impor-
tant statement of human solidarity. It 
deserves our unanimous support, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. WILSON) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 132. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

EXTENSION OF FCC AUCTION 
AUTHORITY 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 

(H.R. 1108) to amend the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 to extend the author-
ity of the Federal Communications 
Commission to grant a license or con-
struction permit through a system of 
competitive bidding. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1108 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. EXTENSION OF FCC AUCTION AU-

THORITY. 
Section 309(j)(11) of the Communications 

Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 309(j)(11)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘March 9, 2023’’ and inserting ‘‘May 
19, 2023’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. LATTA) and the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Ohio. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material in the RECORD 
on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, it is important today 

that we consider H.R. 1108. This bill 
would extend the Federal Communica-
tions Commission’s general authority 
to auction spectrum and provide li-
censes and construction permits for the 
use of radio spectrum. 

This piece of legislation is sponsored 
by the gentlewoman from Washington 
who is the chairman of the Energy and 
Commerce Committee and also by the 
ranking member of the Energy and 
Commerce Committee, the gentleman 
from New Jersey. 

Without congressional action, the 
FCC’s authority to issue spectrum li-
censes expires on March 9. Auction au-
thority is a key tool for making fre-
quencies available for commercial uses 
that enable U.S. technological leader-
ship. 

This bill will also ensure that FCC 
has the authority it needs to continue 
issuing licenses for a spectrum band 
that will be used to provide better cov-
erage and wireless speeds across the 
United States. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
1108 to extend the authority of the Fed-
eral Communications Commission to 
auction commercial spectrum. 

Our Nation’s airwaves are one of our 
country’s most important natural re-
sources. Indeed, radio waves are a crit-
ical component in building next-gen-

eration wireless networks and deliv-
ering high-speed services to American 
consumers. As such, radio waves and 
the networks they support can make a 
meaningful difference in Americans’ 
lives by expanding the reach of tele-
health services, extending learning be-
yond the classroom, and providing crit-
ical communications for public safety 
activities. To achieve these notable 
goals, we must continue to expand the 
ability of commercial users to access 
our airwaves. 

H.R. 1108 provides a short-term ex-
tension of the Federal Communications 
Commission’s auction authority for 
roughly 2 months from its expiration 
date this coming March. 

It is essential that we extend this au-
thority. Congress has never allowed 
this spectrum authority to lapse, and 
to maintain our Nation’s global leader-
ship in wireless innovation, we must 
ensure that consistent management 
and oversight of spectrum remains in-
tact, which includes spectrum auc-
tions. For years these auctions have ef-
ficiently made our airwaves available 
for commercial use. 

Importantly, though, even with the 
passage of this legislation, our work 
will not be done. We must spend these 
next 2 months working with our Senate 
colleagues to pass a bipartisan spec-
trum agreement that can get to the 
President’s desk before the FCC’s auc-
tion authority expires again. 

b 1730 

The Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee has traditionally worked in a 
bipartisan fashion on key tele-
communication matters, and I com-
mend Chairwoman RODGERS for con-
tinuing this tradition with this legisla-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this timely bill in a 
bipartisan manner, and I hope the Sen-
ate will soon follow. I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Washington State (Mrs. RODGERS), the 
chair of the Energy and Commerce 
Committee. 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 1108, 
legislation I introduced with Ranking 
Member FRANK PALLONE to extend the 
Federal Communications Commission’s 
general auction authority. 

For the last year, I have worked with 
Energy and Commerce Committee 
leaders and the Senate to develop 
sound spectrum policy that promotes 
economic growth and promotes our na-
tional security. In order for the U.S. to 
maintain its global competitive edge, 
we must get spectrum policy right and 
not cede our leadership to adversaries 
like China. 

Without congressional action, the 
FCC’s authority to issue spectrum li-
censes expires on March 9. This bill 
will also ensure the FCC has the au-
thority it needs to continue issuing li-
censes for a spectrum band that will be 
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used to provide better coverage and 
wireless speeds across the United 
States. 

This short-term extension will also 
give us enough time to work out a 
broader deal on spectrum policy to en-
sure the United States continues to 
lead the world in 5G and technological 
innovation and beats China. 

I look forward to continuing to work 
with my colleagues in the House and 
Senate on a long-term spectrum auc-
tion extension, and I urge my col-
leagues to support this measure. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. DUNN). 

Mr. DUNN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of H.R. 1108, a bill 
to extend the FCC spectrum auction 
authority through May 19, 2023. 

From internet connectivity to tele-
phone services, spectrum auctions are 
essential to the inner workings of the 
technologies that we use daily in our 
lives. 

The FCC’s authority to use competi-
tive bidding augments American com-
petitiveness by enabling our commer-
cial providers to access the spectrum 
they need to continue operating and in-
novating. 

In less than 2 weeks, the FCC’s spec-
trum auction authority is set to expire. 
It is the duty of Congress to extend 
this authority, which has never been 
allowed to expire to date. The expira-
tion of FCC auction authority would 
put U.S. wireless providers at a global 
competitive disadvantage, leaving 
users across the United States in dire 
straits. 

This bipartisan legislation provides a 
solution that works for everyone, and I 
encourage my colleagues to vote in 
favor of H.R. 1108. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, this is 
an important piece of legislation to ex-
tend this spectrum auction authority. I 
urge all of my colleagues to support it 
in a bipartisan manner, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I also urge 
support of H.R. 1108. In the report that 
just came out from the Congressional 
Budget Office this past week for the 
budget outlook for 2023 to 2033, it is im-
portant to note that, on page 13, it 
cites that the FCC conducted several 
auctions in 2021 and 2022, which boosted 
net receipts in 2022 to $104 billion. 

Mr. Speaker, it is absolutely essen-
tial that this piece of legislation is 
passed, and I urge all of my colleagues 
to support H.R. 1108. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. LATTA) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 1108. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

INFORMING CONSUMERS ABOUT 
SMART DEVICES ACT 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 538) to require the disclosure of a 
camera or recording capability in cer-
tain internet-connected devices. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 538 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Informing 
Consumers about Smart Devices Act’’. 
SEC. 2. REQUIRED DISCLOSURE OF A CAMERA OR 

RECORDING CAPABILITY IN CER-
TAIN INTERNET-CONNECTED DE-
VICES. 

Each manufacturer of a covered device 
shall disclose whether the covered device 
manufactured by the manufacturer contains 
a camera or microphone as a component of 
the covered device. 
SEC. 3. ENFORCEMENT BY THE FEDERAL TRADE 

COMMISSION. 
(a) UNFAIR OR DECEPTIVE ACTS OR PRAC-

TICES.—A violation of section 2 shall be 
treated as a violation of a rule defining an 
unfair or deceptive act or practice prescribed 
under section 18(a)(1)(B) of the Federal Trade 
Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 57a(a)(1)(B)). 

(b) ACTIONS BY THE COMMISSION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Trade Com-

mission shall enforce this Act in the same 
manner, by the same means, and with the 
same jurisdiction, powers, and duties as 
though all applicable terms and provisions of 
the Federal Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 
41 et seq.) were incorporated into and made 
a part of this Act. 

(2) PENALTIES AND PRIVILEGES.—Any person 
who violates this Act or a regulation pro-
mulgated under this Act shall be subject to 
the penalties and entitled to the privileges 
and immunities provided in the Federal 
Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.). 

(c) COMMISSION GUIDANCE.—Not later than 
180 days after the date of enactment of this 
Act, the Commission, through outreach to 
relevant private entities, shall issue guid-
ance to assist manufacturers in complying 
with the requirements of this Act, including 
guidance about best practices for making the 
disclosure required by section 2 as clear and 
conspicuous as practicable. 

(d) TAILORED GUIDANCE.—A manufacturer 
of a covered device may petition the Com-
mission, in a manner consistent with the 
rules of the Commission, for tailored guid-
ance as to how to meet the requirements of 
section 2. 

(e) LIMITATION ON COMMISSION GUIDANCE.— 
No guidance issued by the Commission with 
respect to this Act shall confer any rights on 
any person, State, or locality, nor shall oper-
ate to bind the Commission or any person to 
the approach recommended in such guidance. 
In any enforcement action brought pursuant 
to this Act, the Commission shall allege a 
specific violation of a provision of this Act. 
The Commission may not base an enforce-
ment action on, or execute a consent order 
based on, practices that are alleged to be in-
consistent with any such guidelines, unless 
the Commission determines such practices 
expressly violate section 2. 
SEC. 4. DEFINITION OF COVERED DEVICE. 

As used in this Act, the term ‘‘covered de-
vice’’— 

(1) means a consumer product, as defined 
by section 3(a) of the Consumer Product 
Safety Act (15 U.S.C. 2052(a)) that is capable 
of connecting to the internet, a component 
of which is a camera or microphone; and 

(2) does not include— 
(A) a telephone (including a mobile phone), 

a laptop, tablet, or any device that a con-
sumer would reasonably expect to have a 
microphone or camera; 

(B) any device that is specifically mar-
keted as a camera, telecommunications de-
vice, or microphone; or 

(C) any device or apparatus described in 
sections 255, 716, and 718, and subsections (aa) 
and (bb) of section 303 of the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 255; 617; 619; and 
303(aa) and (bb)), and any regulations pro-
mulgated thereunder. 
SEC. 5. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Act shall apply to all covered devices 
manufactured after the date that is 180 days 
after the date on which guidance is issued by 
the Commission under section 3(c), and shall 
not apply to covered devices manufactured 
or sold before such date, or otherwise intro-
duced into interstate commerce before such 
date. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

538, the Informing Consumers about 
Smart Devices Act. 

This is a relatively straightforward 
bill. It requires the manufacturers of 
covered devices to clearly disclose if a 
device contains a camera or micro-
phone. 

Internet connected devices are be-
coming increasingly present in our 
lives, and it is important for people to 
understand what they are buying. 

This legislation would allow the FTC 
to go after bad actors and provide com-
pliance guidance to manufacturers of 
covered devices. 

Not being recorded or monitored 
without permission is a basic tenet of 
privacy that we all have come to ex-
pect. Again, we have to get notifica-
tion. 

Given Senate Commerce Committee 
leadership has followed suit with a 
companion bill, I am hopeful this whets 
the appetite for bipartisan, bicameral 
action on comprehensive privacy pro-
tections for all Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in sup-
port of H.R. 538, the Informing Con-
sumers about Smart Devices Act. 
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