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reproductive biology and genetics at
birth.
S. 628
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. LANKFORD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 628, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for
the treatment of direct primary care
service arrangements as medical care,
to provide that such arrangements do
not disqualify deductible health sav-
ings account contributions, and for
other purposes.
S. 639
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 639, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to im-
prove the historic rehabilitation tax
credit, and for other purposes.
S. 658
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 6568, a bill to amend the
Food Security Act of 1985 to make ad-
justments to the environmental qual-
ity incentives program, and for other
purposes.
S. 75
At the request of Ms. HASSAN, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
775, a bill to provide for increased
transparency in generic drug applica-
tions.
S. 1780
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name
of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
ScoTT) was added as a cosponsor of S.
780, a bill to require the Comptroller
General of the United States to analyze
certain legislation in order to prevent
duplication of and overlap with exist-
ing Federal programs, offices, and ini-
tiatives.
S. 800
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Oregon
(Mr. MERKLEY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 800, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to impose a
higher rate of tax on bonuses and prof-
its from sales of stock received by ex-
ecutives employed by failing banks
that were closed and for which the Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation has
been appointed as conservator or re-
ceiver.
S. 870
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the
names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS), the Senator from
Maine (Mr. KING), the Senator from
Alaska (Mr. SULLIVAN), the Senator
from Montana (Mr. TESTER) and the
Senator from Arizona (Ms. SINEMA)
were added as cosponsors of S. 870, a
bill to amend the Federal Fire Preven-
tion and Control Act of 1974 to author-
ize appropriations for the TUnited
States Fire Administration and fire-
fighter assistance grant programs.
S. 908
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
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SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 908, a bill to oppose the provision of
assistance to the People’s Republic of
China by the multilateral development
banks.
S.J. RES. 22
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
VANCE) and the Senator from Kentucky
(Mr. PAUL) were added as cosponsors of
S.J. Res. 22, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval
under chapter 8 of title 5, United
States Code, of the rule submitted by
the Department of Education relating
to “Waivers and Modifications of Fed-
eral Student Loans”.
S. CON. RES. 2
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Con. Res. 2, a concurrent
resolution commending the bravery,
courage, and resolve of the women and
men of Iran demonstrating in more
than 133 cities and risking their safety
to speak out against the Iranian re-
gime’s human rights abuses.
S. RES. 72
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mrs. BLACKBURN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 72, a resolution rec-
ognizing Russian actions in Ukraine as
a genocide.
S. RES. T4
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from OKklahoma
(Mr. LANKFORD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. T4, a resolution con-
demning the Government of Iran’s
state-sponsored persecution of the
Baha’i minority and its continued vio-
lation of the International Covenants
on Human Rights.
S. RES. 97
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. LANKFORD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 97, a resolution express-
ing concern about economic and secu-
rity conditions in Mexico and reaffirm-
ing the interest of the United States in
mutually beneficial relations with
Mexico based on shared interests on se-
curity, economic prosperity, and demo-
cratic values, and for other purposes.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Ms.
SINEMA, Mr. BOOZMAN, and Mr.
KELLY):

S. 997. A bill to amend the Clean Air
Act to prohibit the issuance of permits
under title V of that Act for certain
emissions from agricultural produc-
tion; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works.

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:
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S. 997

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Livestock
Regulatory Protection Act of 2023”.

SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON PERMITTING CERTAIN
EMISSIONS FROM AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTION.

Section 502(f) of the Clean Air Act (42
U.S.C. 7661a(f)) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) through
(3) as clauses (i) through (iii), respectively,
and indenting appropriately;

(2) in the undesignated matter following
clause (iii) (as so redesignated), by striking
“Approval of’’ and inserting the following:

‘(B) NO RELIEF OF OBLIGATION.—Approval
of”’;

(3) by striking the subsection designation
and heading and all that follows through ‘“No
partial”’ in the matter preceding clause (i)
(as so redesignated) and inserting the fol-
lowing:

*“(f) PROHIBITIONS.—

‘(1) PARTIAL PERMIT PROGRAMS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—No partial’’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

¢“(2) CERTAIN EMISSIONS FROM AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTION.—No permit shall be issued
under a permit program under this title for
any carbon dioxide, nitrogen oxide, water
vapor, or methane emissions resulting from
biological processes associated with live-
stock production.”.

By Mr. REED (for himself, Ms.
COLLINS, Mr. COONS, and Mrs.
SHAHEEN):

S. 1005. A bill to amend the Energy
Conservation and Production Act to
improve the weatherization assistance
program, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

Mr. REED. Madam President, today I
am introducing the Weatherization As-
sistance Program Improvements Act,
along with Senators COLLINS, COONS,
and SHAHEEN. Our bipartisan bill will
make critical updates to ensure this
important program can effectively
serve even more households across the
country.

Since 1976, the Weatherization As-
sistance Program has helped more than
7.4 million low-income households re-
duce their energy bills by making their
homes more energy efficient. The De-
partment of Energy estimates that
these upgrades help each household
save $372 in energy bills annually.
Those energy savings free up limited fi-
nancial resources for essentials, like
groceries and medicine.

In addition to traditional services
like attic and wall insulation, the pro-
gram also provides services that help
with home health and safety measures,
such as installing smoke and carbon
monoxide detectors. Energy efficient
homes also help cut down on our car-
bon footprint, reducing the greenhouse
gas emissions that cause climate
change.

An independent study of the Weath-
erization Assistance Program by Oak
Ridge National Laboratory found that
children in weatherized households
miss less school, improving edu-
cational outcomes. Adults miss less
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work, increasing both their own in-
comes and their contributions to the
economy. Families also reported expe-
riencing fewer flu and cold symptoms
and emergency room visits, decreasing
costly medical expenses.

The Weatherization Assistance Pro-
gram also helps boost our economy.
The program supports over 8,500 jobs
for energy experts and contractors,
while increasing our national economic
output by $1.2 billion.

The program is a win-win for all in-
volved. That is why, as a member of
the Senate Appropriations Committee,
I have led my colleagues in supporting
strong funding for it every year. And
that is why I am introducing this bill—
to ensure it continues to work for
years to come.

This bill will help expand the pro-
gram to many more low-income house-
holds that are currently unable to re-
ceive weatherization services because
their homes need minor structural re-
pairs before then can be weatherized.
The bill will authorize a Weatheriza-
tion Readiness Fund to repair struc-
tural issues and prepare homes for
weatherization assistance, increasing
the number of homes the program is
able to serve.

At the same time, it will raise the
amount of funding allowed to be spent
on each home to keep up with current
labor and material costs, and it will
raise the cap on the amount of funding
allowed to be spent on renewable en-
ergy upgrades in each home. These pro-
visions are essential updates to a pro-
gram that has helped so many families
over the past few decades.

I urge my colleagues to join us in
supporting this commonsense legisla-
tion.

————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 126—RECOG-
NIZING THE VITAL IMPORTANCE
OF THE MEKONG RIVER TO
SOUTHEAST ASIA AND THE ROLE
OF THE MEKONG-UNITED
STATES PARTNERSHIP IN SUP-
PORTING THE PROSPERITY OF
THE REGION

Mr. MERKLEY (for himself and Mr.
SULLIVAN) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 126

Whereas the Mekong River supports the
livelihoods of approximately 60,000,000 peo-
ple, making it the most important river in
Southeast Asia and one of the most impor-
tant rivers in the world;

Whereas the Mekong-United States Part-
nership, comprising the TUnited States,
Burma, Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, and Viet-
nam, and the predecessor of that partner-
ship, the Lower Mekong Initiative, have con-
tributed greatly to the economic, social, and
human resources development of the coun-
tries in the Mekong River Basin and the pro-
tection of the Mekong River;

Whereas the United States has long-
standing diplomatic relations with the coun-
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tries in the Mekong River Basin, including a
nearly 200-year-old relationship with treaty
ally Thailand;

Whereas the development of the countries
in the Mekong River Basin is critical for the
unity, economic strength, and institutional
development of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations, a strategic partner of the
United States;

Whereas the Mekong River is increasingly
imperiled by the threats from worsening and
extreme changes in the environment, cou-
pled with the construction of upstream dams
that have altered the natural flow of the
river and vital ecological processes sup-
ported by natural flow;

Whereas, since 2019, the flow of water in
the Mekong River during the wet season has
been abnormally low;

Whereas the Nuozhadu and Xiaowan Dams
in China account for more than 50 percent of
the water storage of all dams in the Mekong
River Basin and can restrict up to 10 percent
of the total wet season flow of the Mekong
River, exacerbating drought conditions
downstream;

Whereas the Mekong River Commission is
an integral partner in ensuring the long-
term health of the Mekong River;

Whereas the Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-
Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy can
be a leader in supporting river development
and protection;

Whereas the Mekong Dam Monitor, funded
partly by the Mekong-United States Part-
nership, has provided essential data and in-
formation about the impacts of hydropower
dams along the Mekong River to the people
and governments of the Mekong River Basin
to allow them to prepare for irregular water
flows and mitigate the economic and envi-
ronmental impacts of those flows;

Whereas the Mekong River has become a
hub for criminal elements to traffic in drugs,
people, and wildlife, undermining the rule of
law in the countries in the Mekong River
Basin and impacting the world through the
proliferation of illegal drugs and fauna that
can cause spillover of zoonotic diseases;

Whereas the international community has
committed to support the development of
countries along the Mekong River through
internationally recognized development
goals;

Whereas the Friends of the Mekong, which
includes the countries in the Mekong River
Basin, the United States, Australia, the Eu-
ropean Union, Japan, New Zealand, the Re-
public of Korea, the Asian Development
Bank, the Mekong River Commission Secre-
tariat, and the World Bank, is committed to
supporting the shared principles that have
underpinned peace and prosperity across the
Indo-Pacific for decades;

Whereas close coordination and collabora-
tion with civil society groups throughout the
Mekong River Basin is essential to the pro-
tection of the Mekong River;

Whereas, among the countries in the
Mekong River Basin, there has been a nega-
tive trend toward the detention and detain-
ment of civil society actors and journalists
and an increase in violations of human
rights;

Whereas the February 1, 2021, military
coup in Burma was illegal and unjustified
and has resulted in more than 2,000 deaths,
more than 1,000,000 people displaced, and tens
of thousands of people in detention, and con-
tinued violence threatens the stability of the
entire region, especially those countries
along the borders of Burma; and

Whereas diaspora communities from coun-
tries in the Mekong River Basin are a vital
part of the United States and help build
thriving people-to-people ties between those
countries and the United States that lead to

March 28, 2023

strong commercial, civil society, and cul-
tural ties: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses sincere concern over the envi-
ronmental, economic, and humanitarian
threats to the Mekong River and the commu-
nities of the Mekong River and continued
support to counter those threats; and

(2) declares it is the policy of the United
States Government to—

(A) through the Mekong-United States
Partnership and the Friends of the Mekong,
promote the economic and environmental
well-being of the people of Mainland South-
east Asia in the 5 countries through which
the Mekong River flows, namely, Burma,
Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, and Vietnam;

(B) support a whole-of-government ap-
proach in providing and coordinating Federal
aid and assistance throughout the Mekong
River Basin under the Mekong-United States
Partnership, including programmatic sup-
port provided by the Department of State,
the United States Agency for International
Development, and other Federal agencies;

(C) contribute to the development of qual-
ity infrastructure, the development of na-
tional electricity markets, cross-border en-
ergy trade, the facilitation of cross-border
transport, clean energy acceleration and de-
ployment, the development of micro, small,
and medium enterprises, agriculture, trans-
portation, the facilitation of trade and in-
vestment, strengthened subregional produc-
tion linkages and supply chains, digital in-
frastructure, and the digital economy in the
Mekong River Basin;

(D) promote engagement and buy-in of the
United States private sector to support in-
clusive economic growth, resilience, global
health, education, and long-term develop-
ment in the region;

(E) leverage the expertise of the United
States, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Aus-
tralia, and other partners in high-quality in-
frastructure to support the economic devel-
opment needs of the countries in the Mekong
River Basin;

(F') support the development of quality in-
frastructure, including through projects fi-
nanced by the United States International
Development Finance Corporation, as appro-
priate, in the countries in the Mekong River
Basin;

(G) encourage all members of the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Nations to view the
environmental, humanitarian, and economic
threats to the Mekong River as a danger to
the entire region;

(H) promote effective water use policies,
natural resources management, and environ-
mental conservation and protection, includ-
ing—

(i) through support for a technically sound,
well-coordinated, and consensus-based ap-
proach to managing the shared resources of
the Mekong River Basin;

(ii) through support for environmental con-
servation, protection, and resilience in the
Mekong subregion; and

(iii) by enhancing the capacity of countries
in the Mekong River Basin in the sustainable
conservation and management of natural re-
sources, including fishery resources, for sus-
tainable food security;

(I) continue the important work that pro-
vides vital data and monitoring to the people
and governments of the Mekong River;

(J) support the development of the capac-
ity of the region to respond to a variety of
threats, including countering transnational
crime such as trafficking of drugs, wildlife,
timber, and persons, and criminal activity
associated with illegal, unreported and un-
regulated fishing, and to improve health se-
curity, including emergency preparedness
and response for pandemics and epidemics,
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