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to repeal the legal authorities that 
began that war in the first place. 

This is bipartisan, and that is one of 
the beauties of this. Democrats and Re-
publicans joined to say that it has been 
long enough, that the Iraq war has long 
been over. These authorizations for the 
use of force against Iraq are no longer 
necessary for our security. 

Make no mistake, this vote repealing 
the Iraq war powers is one for the his-
tory books. 

The American people, as we know, 
are tired of endless wars in the Middle 
East. Every year we keep these AUMFs 
on the books is another chance for fu-
ture administrations to abuse them. 

We owe it to the over 4,000 who died 
in Iraq, to their families, to our serv-
icemembers who served there, to our 
veterans, and all of the communities 
impacted by the war—we owe it to all 
of them to act. 

There is a very good chance that 
both Chambers can pass these AUMF 
repeals before the end of this year so 
this bill can be signed into law. This is 
not just going to be a one-House ac-
tion. We have good support in the 
House of Representatives, the Presi-
dent is for it, and the odds are high 
that this much needed legislation will 
become law. 

Again, I hope this process can be a 
blueprint for how the Senate works 
over the next few years. We sat down 
with our Republican colleagues—and, 
of course, it is the right of the minor-
ity to offer amendments—and came to 
an agreement. The amendments were 
not dilatory. The amendments were 
not gotcha. They were sincere at-
tempts to change the bill. But by al-
lowing amendments, we allowed this 
bill to go forward, and we would like 
that to be a metaphor for the future. 

We will look diligently, assiduously 
for opportunities to continue the Sen-
ate working successfully on bipartisan 
legislation in the future. 

I yield the floor. 
VOTE ON S. 316 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, all postcloture time 
is expired, amendment No. 15 is with-
drawn, and the bill is considered read a 
third time. 

The amendment (No. 15) was with-
drawn. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading and was read the 
third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill 
having been read the third time, the 
question is, Shall the bill pass? 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Delaware (Mr. COONS), 
the Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN), and the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. FETTERMAN) are necessarily 
absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Kentucky (Mr. MCCONNELL). 

The result was announced—yeas 66, 
nays 30, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 77 Leg.] 
YEAS—66 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Braun 
Brown 
Budd 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cortez Masto 
Cramer 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Gillibrand 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Hawley 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lee 
Luján 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Markey 
Marshall 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 

Paul 
Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schmitt 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Vance 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—30 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Britt 
Capito 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Graham 
Hagerty 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Mullin 
Ricketts 
Risch 

Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 

NOT VOTING—4 

Coons 
Feinstein 

Fetterman 
McConnell 

(Applause.) 
The bill (S. 316) was passed as 

follows: 
S. 316 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. REPEAL OF AUTHORIZATION FOR 

USE OF MILITARY FORCE AGAINST 
IRAQ RESOLUTION. 

The Authorization for Use of Military 
Force Against Iraq Resolution (Public Law 
102–1; 105 Stat. 3; 50 U.S.C. 1541 note) is here-
by repealed. 
SEC. 2. REPEAL OF AUTHORIZATION FOR USE OF 

MILITARY FORCE AGAINST IRAQ 
RESOLUTION OF 2002. 

The Authorization for Use of Military 
Force Against Iraq Resolution of 2002 (Public 
Law 107–243; 116 Stat. 1498; 50 U.S.C. 1541 
note) is hereby repealed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
OSSOFF). The Senator from Michigan. 

f 

S. 870 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, fire de-
partments across the country rely on 
critical Federal resources that keep 
firefighters and emergency responders 
safe. These heroes need our support as 
they continue protecting our commu-
nities. That is why I urge my col-
leagues to support the Fire Grants and 
Safety Act. 

This bipartisan bill reauthorizes two 
vital grant programs administered by 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency and also reauthorizes the U.S. 
Fire Administration. 

Fire departments depend on these 
programs to address staffing needs, re-

place outdated equipment, fund fire 
training and education programs, and 
invest in health screenings for fire-
fighters in the line of duty. 

It is clear that, without these grant 
programs, many fire departments, es-
pecially those in smaller or more rural 
communities, would simply not be able 
to invest in their vehicles, equipment, 
or training that they need to protect 
their communities. 

I urge all of my colleagues to vote to 
move forward with this important, bi-
partisan legislation that will help en-
sure that our firefighters and first re-
sponders have what they need. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 28, S. 870, a 
bill to amend the Federal Fire Prevention 
and Control Act of 1974 to authorize appro-
priations for the United States Fire Admin-
istration and firefighter assistance grant 
programs. 

Charles E. Schumer, Gary C. Peters, 
Christopher Murphy, Catherine Cortez 
Masto, Tina Smith, Jack Reed, Brian 
Schatz, Jeanne Shaheen, Jeff Merkley, 
Sheldon Whitehouse, Patty Murray, 
Mazie K. Hirono, Cory A. Booker, Ben-
jamin L. Cardin, Chris Van Hollen, 
Margaret Wood Hassan, Alex Padilla. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the motion to 
proceed to Calendar No. 28, S. 870, a bill 
to amend the Federal Fire Prevention 
and Control Act of 1974 to authorize ap-
propriations for the United States Fire 
Administration and firefighter assist-
ance grant programs, shall be brought 
to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Delaware (Mr. COONS), 
the Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN), and the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. FETTERMAN) are necessarily 
absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Kentucky (Mr. MCCONNELL). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 96, 
nays 0, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 78 Leg.] 

YEAS—96 

Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blackburn 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boozman 
Braun 

Britt 
Brown 
Budd 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 

Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
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Daines 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Lee 

Luján 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Markey 
Marshall 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Paul 
Peters 
Reed 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sanders 

Schatz 
Schmitt 
Schumer 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Van Hollen 
Vance 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NOT VOTING—4 

Coons 
Feinstein 

Fetterman 
McConnell 

(Mr. HICKENLOOPER assumed the 
Chair.) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). On this vote, the yeas are 
96, the nays are 0. 

Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn, having voted in the af-
firmative, the motion is agreed to. 

f 

FIRE GRANTS AND SAFETY ACT— 
MOTION TO PROCEED 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the motion to pro-
ceed. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 28, S. 

870, a bill to amend the Federal Fire Preven-
tion and Control Act of 1974 to authorize ap-
propriations for the United States Fire Ad-
ministration and firefighter assistance grant 
programs. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL UNDER CHAPTER 
8 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES 
CODE, OF THE RULE SUBMITTED 
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF THE 
ARMY, CORPS OF ENGINEERS, 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AND 
THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTEC-
TION AGENCY RELATING TO RE-
VISED DEFINITION OF WATERS 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that notwith-
standing rule XXII, the Senate proceed 
to the immediate consideration of H.J. 
Res. 27, which is at the desk; and that 
at 2:30 p.m. today, it be considered read 
a third time and the Senate vote on the 
passage of the joint resolution without 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the joint resolu-
tion by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A joint resolution (H.J. Res. 27) providing 

for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule 
submitted by the Department of the Army, 
Corps of Engineers, Department of Defense 

and the Environmental Protection Agency 
relating to ‘‘Revised Definition of ‘Waters of 
the United States’ ’’. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland. 

SMALL BUSINESS 
Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I 

have the honor of being the chair of the 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship 
Committee here in the U.S. Senate, 
and there has been a lot of activity 
during the Biden administration that 
deals with our economy. 

The Biden administration has a 
proud record of legislative accomplish-
ments, from the American Rescue Plan 
to the bipartisan infrastructure bill, to 
the Safer Communities Act, to the In-
flation Reduction Act, to the CHIPS 
and Science bill, to the PACT bill, and 
the list goes on and on. But I want to 
talk a little bit about the accomplish-
ments under the Biden administration 
for small businesses, and I am very 
proud of what we have been able to do 
to help small businesses in our coun-
try. 

We have 33.2 million small business 
owners in America. They are the driv-
ers of our economy. We say they are 
the backbone of our economy; I think 
they are also the backbone of our com-
munities. They create jobs, and they do 
most of the innovation that we see. It 
makes America more competitive and 
creates more job opportunities and eco-
nomic opportunities. 

Over 99 percent of our businesses in 
the United States are small businesses, 
and nearly 50 percent of all U.S. em-
ployees work for small companies. So 
it is critically important that we pay 
attention to our small businesses, and, 
of course, it was challenging during the 
COVID–19 pandemic. 

I will just give you one example of 
why it is so important, giving one ex-
ample in Maryland. I am sure you 
could give an example in every one of 
our States. This past Friday, I was at 
Sabatino’s restaurant in Little Italy, 
Baltimore. We see many times that the 
economic growth of ethnic commu-
nities has been spurred by innovation 
by small companies. Sabatino’s is one 
of those restaurants, which is iconic to 
Baltimore today. It was started in 1955 
by two individuals, two immigrants 
who started Sabatino’s restaurant. It is 
now an iconic restaurant in Baltimore 
where we like to go for good political 
discussion. It is in a pretty famous 
neighborhood. It is where NANCY 
PELOSI grew up. It has incredible food. 
It is for good company and good food, 
and it is an anchor in that community 
for its economic growth. 

There are a lot of small business 
owners who are in that neighborhood 
who are continuing to provide job op-
portunities and economic growth and a 
future for Little Italy in Baltimore. 

We could give many, many examples 
of that type of activity by a small com-
pany, a small business, that has really 
saved a neighborhood and preserved it 
for its future. 

The Biden administration has a 
proud record in support of small busi-

nesses. Let me just give you some of 
the numbers. Twenty twenty-one was a 
record year for the growth of small 
businesses in this country. We had the 
largest number of new business growth, 
small business growth, in the history 
of America, and it was led by women- 
owned small businesses. Women of 
color led among the women business 
entrepreneurs. 

This is attributable to the fact that 
the Biden administration has been con-
centrating on helping our small busi-
nesses but has paid particular atten-
tion to those small businesses located 
in traditionally underserved commu-
nities. That has led to programs that 
have helped. I will give you one exam-
ple: women’s business centers. The 
President announced just this week in-
creasing the number of women’s busi-
ness centers in our community. 

When President Biden took the oath 
of office, we had one women’s business 
center in Maryland, and it was doing 
really great service, helping women get 
through the maze of bureaucracies and 
obstacles that were in their way to 
start a small business or grow a small 
business. It was located in Rockville, 
MD, and provided great help. Today, we 
have four women’s business centers in 
Maryland, one located in Salisbury, 
which is a rural part of our State, to 
help women business entrepreneurs in 
rural Maryland. We have one at Mor-
gan State University, a historic Black 
college in Maryland, and it is an HBCU 
that has provided tremendous opportu-
nities for minority business owners. We 
just recently opened another women’s 
business center at Bowie State Univer-
sity, an HBCU in the Washington area, 
in Prince George’s County. 

These are concrete steps the Biden 
administration has taken to not only 
grow our small business opportunities 
in America but to make sure we pay 
attention to those who have been left 
behind in the past. 

Let me just give you another exam-
ple of how we have delivered through 
the Biden administration to help our 
small business community. 

We delivered for the people, for indi-
viduals like Carl Williams of Los Ange-
les, who founded Royal Men Solutions. 
After he was released from prison, Carl 
heard about the Minority Business De-
velopment Agency’s Entrepreneurship 
Education for Formerly Incarcerated 
Persons Center in Los Angeles. His 
dream of becoming a third-generation 
carpenter and making his father proud 
took flight through this program. 

Carl explains, and I quote: 
The information the MBDA Center af-

forded me was invaluable, teaching me the 
elevator pitch, understanding my competi-
tion, standing out as a custom furniture 
builder, and knowing my value. All of their 
advice was an intricate part of my growth 
and development in the business world. 

Well, one of the great accomplish-
ments of the Biden administration was 
to help our returning citizens, those 
impacted under the criminal justice 
system, to give them an opportunity, 
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