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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 32, S.
326, a bill to direct the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs to carry out a study and clinical
trials on the effects of cannabis on certain
health outcomes of veterans with chronic
pain and post-traumatic stress disorder, and
for other purposes.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send
a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 32, S. 326, a
bill to direct the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs to carry out a study and clinical trials
on the effects of cannabis on certain health
outcomes of veterans with chronic pain and
post-traumatic stress disorder, and for other

purposes.
Charles E. Schumer, Jon Tester, Alex
Padilla, Christopher Murphy, Jeff

Merkley, Michael F. Bennet, Tammy
Baldwin, Richard J. Durbin, Mazie K.
Hirono, Gary C. Peters, Margaret Wood
Hassan, Brian Schatz, Tammy
Duckworth, Catherine Cortez Masto,
Cory A. Booker, Jack Reed, Raphael G.
Warnock.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the mandatory quorum calls
for the cloture motions filed today,
April 20, be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNIZING THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE UNITED STATES
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to recognize the
30th anniversary of the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum, and then
I will say a few words about it.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent the Senate proceed to consider-
ation of S. Res. 167, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 167) recognizing the
30th anniversary of the United States Holo-
caust Memorial Museum.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

Mr. SCHUMER. First, I want to
thank Senators CARDIN, RUBIO, and
many others for introducing this legis-
lation, this recognition.

The Holocaust Museum is an amazing
place. I hope every American and every
citizen in the world gets to visit it. It
reminds us of one of the greatest, if not
the greatest, harms ever inflicted on
man, the horrible Shoah, the Holo-
caust, where 6 million people, 1 million
children, died, were exterminated, were
murdered.

Every time I go to the Holocaust Mu-
seum, something new strikes me. There
is so much, so many people lost. You
see the faces and the families and why
they were killed—just because they
were dJews. It reminds us of two
things—one, to always remember. The
Hebrew word is ‘‘zakar,” remember. If
we remember those who died, we keep
their flame alive, and by remembering,
we will also prevent future holocausts
from occurring because if we realize
the horror that can occur, it will im-
portune men and women throughout
the world and throughout this country
to prevent any occurrence like this and
make sure it is stopped.

Second, there is an increase in anti-
Semitism in America and in the world
today. We must do everything we can
to fight that, as we must fight all
forms of bigotry. This memorial will
remind us that we can never sweep
things like this under the rug, that we
must remember and we must fight as
hard as we can to snuff out anti-Semi-
tism and all other forms of bigotry and
prevent the kind of evilness that oc-
curred in the Holocaust from ever oc-
curring again.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NUCLEAR DETERRENCE

Mr. WICKER. Today, I call on my
colleagues to join me in supporting the
effort to rebuild America’s nuclear de-
terrent. For most Americans, this may
seem like a relic of the Cold War, but
to those of us tasked with funding our
national defense, nuclear threats are
not a thing of the past; nuclear threats
are a present-day issue.

America successfully deterred nu-
clear attacks during the Cold War.
Back then, we had one clear foe, but
today’s national security situation is
the most complex we have faced since
World War II. Russia, China, and North
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Korea are rapidly growing their nu-
clear stockpiles, and Iran stands on the
brink of building its own arsenal. Fac-
ing multiple nuclear-armed enemies at
the same time requires us to rethink
how we plan to modernize our nuclear
capabilities.

Let me first briefly outline the nu-
clear threat posed by our primary ad-
versaries and then list four steps Con-
gress can take in response.

In the past, the Soviet Union and the
United States possessed nuclear weap-
ons stockpiles that dwarfed China’s.
Beijing has set out to change that.
China has so rapidly expanded its nu-
clear arsenal that it may be a match
for our own by the end of this decade.

With breathtaking speed, China com-
pleted a nuclear triad of interconti-
nental ballistic missiles, long-range
bombers, and ballistic missile sub-
marines. China’s pace and sophistica-
tion took us by surprise, frankly. We
were slow to respond as China built
hundreds of new ballistic missile silos.
Then they developed a fractional or-
bital bombardment system—orbital.
That is as startling as the name
sounds. With this system, China can
place a nuclear warhead into the
Earth’s orbit and then drop it any-
where in the world with little warning.
This is a fact.

The United States and the Soviet
Union negotiated away these types of
weapons during the Cold War. Russia
and the United States did so in part be-
cause of the extreme danger such sys-
tems posed to global stability. As Xi
Jinping develops this system for China,
he makes it clear that causing inter-
national instability does not keep him
up at night. In fact, Xi seems to thrive
on it.

The situation with Russia is hardly
any better. Vladimir Putin still owns
the world’s largest, most modern, and
most diverse nuclear arsenal and is
willing to threaten the use of nuclear
weapons to get what he wants. He did
this to try to keep NATO from inter-
vening as he invaded Ukraine and has
repeatedly done so since then to reg-
ister his displeasure with our aid to the
Ukrainian people.

On their own, China and Russia rep-
resent bad news for our interests, but
there is still worse news. Moscow and
Beijing have decided to work together.
Earlier this year, China purchased over
28 tons of highly enriched uranium
from Russia. This will likely be used to
produce plutonium for additional nu-
clear weapons.

Two other nations present significant
threats to the United States. North
Korea may now possess enough mis-
siles to overwhelm our homeland mis-
sile defenses. They have expanded their
nuclear forces with little pushback
from the Biden administration. Worse
still, Iran may be only weeks away
from building its own weapons, putting
regional stability and our ally Israel at
grave risk. The administration has
shown little resolve to thwart Iran’s
nuclear program before it is too late.
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Surveying these nuclear threats
prompts us to examine our own nuclear
capabilities. When we do, we find them
lacking.

The last time the United States made
real investments in our nuclear arsenal
was the 1980s, and almost all the nu-
clear forces we have today are from
that decade. These systems hold to-
gether only because of the hard work of
our servicemembers. The National Nu-
clear Security Administration’s indus-
trial capabilities for maintaining our
nuclear weapons stockpile are so anti-
quated that they are literally falling
apart. For example, the Y-12 National
Security Complex in Oak Ridge, TN, is
in a state of disrepair. Y-12 is a symbol
of the broader issue, and the broader
issue is this: Because we have not kept
our nuclear capacity up to date, we are
the only nuclear armed country in the
world—nuclear armed country in the
world—that cannot build a single new
nuclear weapon.

Around 2010, the Obama administra-
tion and Congress, to their credit,
agreed to begin replacing our aging nu-
clear forces and revitalizing our nu-
clear infrastructure, including pro-
grams such as the Columbia-class bal-
listic missile submarine, the B-21
bomber, and the Sentinel interconti-
nental ballistic missile. I commend the
Obama administration and the Con-
gress for doing that at the time, but I
can tell you now, more than a decade
later, we are still waiting for these ef-
forts to come to fruition.

The Biden administration has seen
the same news we have. We are all
watching Russia fully update its arse-
nal. China continues its historic nu-
clear breakout. Yet the administration
does not seem to take these threats se-
riously enough and does not hold any-
one accountable for missing program
development target dates. Instead,
every single U.S. nuclear moderniza-
tion program has been delayed, reduced
in scope, or canceled. Amazingly, de-
spite over $500 million in additional
funds for the National Nuclear Secu-
rity Administration last year to help
restore our ability to build plutonium
cores for our weapons, we see no real
progress.

Considering the rising threats from
China, Russia, North Korea, and Iran,
our complacency is unacceptable. I
want to commend Senator KING and
Senator FISCHER on both sides of the
aisle, chairman and ranking member of
the Strategic Forces Subcommittee.
They have led bipartisan efforts to ad-
vance our overdue modernization pro-
grams, and I applaud them for their
leadership—Senator KING from Maine
and Senator FISCHER from Nebraska.

Now Congress needs to come together
to take even stronger actions to ensure
the Department of Defense and the Na-
tional Nuclear Security Administra-
tion wurgently prioritizes the mod-
ernization of our nuclear forces. Spe-
cifically, I believe we should take the
following steps:

First, increase investments to accel-
erate the building of our nuclear forces
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and restore the basic capabilities need-
ed to maintain our nuclear stockpile
and do this as soon as possible.

Secondly, remove regulatory barriers
hindering the success of our nuclear
modernization programs, and also hold
the Department of Defense and the Na-
tional Nuclear Security Administra-
tion leadership accountable for per-
formance.

Third, immediately commit to ex-
panding and diversifying our nuclear
forces. An essential first step is estab-
lishing and funding a formal program
to build the sea-launched cruise mis-
sile.

Fourth, reposture U.S. forces to bol-
ster deterrence and reassure our allies
in NATO and Asia of U.S. commitment
to deterring Russia, China, North
Korea, and Iran.

These are significant but necessary
steps.

In today’s world, we must deter mul-
tiple adversaries at once. That is just
the reality now. This demands the
preparation and investment I have just
outlined.

During the Cold War, we understood
what it meant to face down existential
threats. We prevented nuclear conflicts
then by remaining true to President
Reagan’s ‘‘peace through strength”
doctrine. We would do well to return to
that vision today.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BOOKER). The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection.

PACIFIC ALLIES

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, re-
cently I visited—as a matter of fact,
this past week I was in South Korea
and Taiwan, and I just want to describe
what I learned there and talk about
some ideas for advancing our interests
in BEast Asia.

The trip convinced me even more
that our highest priority should be to
cultivate close security and economic
relationships with our fellow Demo-
cratic and free market allies and part-
ners in the region. This is the best way
to deter conflict and advance pros-
perity both in the United States and
across the region.

Let me start by addressing security.
There is no shortage of threats to
peace and stability in East Asia, from
Kim Jong Un’s missile program to Chi-
na’s threats to Taiwan. And we need to
do three things in response.

First, we need to work closely with
our allies and partners in the region to
understand what they need to enhance
deterrence and improve their ability to
defend themselves. In South Korea,
this means deepening our 70-year alli-
ance and focusing on new challenges.
In particular, we should look closely at
expanding our efforts at missile de-
fense—missile defense—for South
Korea and also for Japan.
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In Taiwan, this means accelerating
delivery of critical systems that Tai-
wan has purchased through our Foreign
Military Sales Program. Right now,
they have almost $19.5 billion worth of
military hardware that they have or-
dered and they are paying for that they
are waiting to receive. Think how im-
portant that is. We are talking about
F-16s. We are talking about missile-to-
air defense. Think about how impor-
tant those things are right now in
terms of Taiwan’s defense and deter-
rence—deterring the PRC’s aggressive
action in the Taiwan Strait. It also
means thinking creatively with Tai-
wan’s leaders about how we can jointly
develop and produce near-term capa-
bilities that will deter Chinese aggres-
sion as well and also providing training
opportunities for Taiwan’s defense
forces.

Second, we need to emphasize the im-
portance of a regional strategy that
links like-minded allies, partners, and
friends to preserve peace and stability
and support a free and open Indo-Pa-
cific region. We have longstanding bi-
lateral security alliances with South
Korea as well as Japan, the Phil-
ippines, and other countries in the re-
gion. Right now, we are conducting
military exercises with the Phil-
ippines. So we have these longstanding
relationships and a longstanding de-
fense relationship with Taiwan as well.

We need to build these alliances.
These alliances support U.S. interests
in the region and ensure that we are
not forced to operate from North
America when we seek to secure and
stabilize the western Pacific because
we have these allies working with us in
the region. We should make every ef-
fort to turn our system of bilateral al-
liances into a broader network of free-
dom-loving people across the Indo-Pa-
cific region.

We applaud the efforts of the Yoon
government in South Korea to reach
out to Japan. President Yoon was just
recently in Japan to further strengthen
ties between South Korea and Japan.
We look forward to opportunities for
trilateral relationships between South
Korea, Japan, and the United States.

And we should look for other ways to
work with countries in the region to
deter conflict and secure the seas for
trade, including interoperable military
hardware, information sharing, and co-
ordinated strategies to deter aggres-
sion and to secure stability.

Third, we need to continue efforts to
modernize our forces, not because we
seek a war in the Pacific but because
the best path to peace is through
strength. That is how we deter aggres-
sive actors like the PRC.

When we are strong, our partners and
our allies will find it easier to
strengthen themselves and work with
us to keep the region secure. This
means we need to build advanced capa-
bilities that allow our forces to operate
at long distances and in close coordina-
tion with our allies and our partners.

It also means continuing efforts to
modernize our nuclear forces, which
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are foundational to our national secu-
rity and which allow our allies and
partners to focus on developing conven-
tional capabilities rather than being
tempted to build nuclear arsenals of
their own. Our goal is deterrence, and
improving the capabilities of our allies
and partners, developing a regional ap-
proach to security and modernizing our
own forces, that provides the best
chance to avert future conflict.

In addition to security, I also want to
address economic relationships in the
region as well. My trip reinforced my
belief that coordination with our re-
gional allies and partners should not be
limited to military cooperation. We
need to maintain strong economic rela-
tionships with our East Asian friends,
both because it benefits the people of
the United States and because strong
economic relationships in the region
also enhance deterrence and support
peace. So it is not just a military strat-
egy, it is an economic strategy as well.

In particular, we ought to prioritize
trade and economic resiliency. First,
we should take steps to advance free-
trade agreements in the region. We all
know that China has a large economy
and needs markets for its products, so
our ability to cultivate trading rela-
tionships in East Asia not only pro-
vides an opportunity for U.S. producers
and manufacturers to make money
overseas by exporting their products, it
also ensures that China does not domi-
nate those local economies—and China
needs those markets. So it also puts
pressure on China to stop the aggres-
sive behavior.

Fortunately, we have a bilateral free-
trade agreement with South Korea
right now, and it is working very well.
When 1 first visited South Korea in
2011, we were working to complete the
U.S.-South Korea Free Trade Agree-
ment which went into force in 2012. I
am pleased to say that after more than
a decade, the benefits of this agree-
ment are very clear. South Korea is
our sixth largest trade partner, and of
particular importance to my State,
South Korea is the largest export mar-
ket for U.S. beef, the second largest ex-
port for U.S. soybeans, and the fourth
largest U.S. export for U.S. wheat. Tai-
wan was the eighth largest overall
trade partner in the United States in
2022, and our seventh largest ag export
market. This is a trade relationship
that I worked on for almost 20 years.
When I was Governor of North Dakota,
I sent a trade delegation to Taiwan to
open markets for North Dakota prod-
ucts. Today, Taiwan imports signifi-
cant quantities of U.S. wheat, soy-
beans, and corn, much of which, again,
comes from my home State of North
Dakota and obviously greatly benefits
ag States across America.

The United States does not have a
free-trade agreement with Taiwan, but
I believe this is something we should
work on, both because it would en-
hance an already robust trading rela-
tionship with a fellow market-based
economy, and it would provide addi-
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tional support to Taiwan during a time
of great tension with China.

Next, we should take steps to in-
crease the economic resilience of our
East Asian partners, particularly with
respect to energy and food supplies.

On energy, both South Korea and
Taiwan would benefit from better ac-
cess to U.S. liquefied natural gas. Sta-
ble sources of LNG would help both of
their economies enormously in terms
of self-sufficiency. Taiwan is attempt-
ing to get 50 percent of its energy from
LNG, and it will need better LNG sup-
plies as well as an enhanced capacity
to store that LNG. We should also see
how we can partner with South Korea
to deliver the benefits of U.S. LNG in
the region as well.

On food security, it is important to
note that neither South Korea nor Tai-
wan are likely to produce adequate
supplies of food for their people be-
cause they are a limited land mass, ob-
viously, and will remain dependent on
overseas supplies for ag products. Our
ag products do well in both markets,
which is obviously good for our pro-
ducers and brings economic stability to
the people of South Korea and Taiwan.
For them, secure sources of food truly
contribute to their overall security and
are very much a focus on what they are
working on right now.

The bottom line is that we face sig-
nificant challenges in East Asia, but
we should not face them alone. We need
to work with our allies and build this
strategy of regional cooperation and
regional coordination to create deter-
rence, not only in terms of defense but
also in terms of our shared market-
based economies.

We actually are celebrating the 70th
anniversary of our alliance with South
Korea right now, and in South Korea
they refer to it as ‘‘friends, allies, and
partners for 70 years.” And I think in a
recent poll, the United States in South
Korea has an approval rating of about
80 percent. Think about that. That is
pretty fantastic. With the security
that we have worked to provide on
their economy, it has grown to be one
of the largest, really, in the world.

We have maintained strong defensive
ties, and we have maintained strong
economic ties with Taiwan for a dec-
ade. And as I say, this is a tremendous
relationship, and it shows, and we are
celebrating the 70th anniversary.

And that should be instructive to us.
That should be instructive to us as to
what we can do with other partners in
the region. Standing together with
other free market democracies to de-
fend our people and our values is key
to peace and prosperity in the years
and decades ahead for ourselves, for
our allies in the Pacific. Standing to-
gether, we are strong. Peace and sta-
bility through strength.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The sen-
ior Senator from Delaware.

FIRE GRANTS AND SAFETY ACT

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I am
honored to be here on the floor with
the Presiding Officer today.
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I rise this afternoon to share my
gratitude—and I know I speak for our
Presiding Officer and every Member of
this body, all 100 of us—for those who
helped to ensure the passage of the
Fire Grants and Safety Act through
the Senate today and the weeks lead-
ing up to today.

As we all know, a bunch of us as kids,
probably, like my sister and me, want-
ed to grow up and be firefighters. We
ended up finding other ways to serve
our States and communities, but, in
the beginning, we wanted to be fire-
fighters. I might add that our two sons,
who are now grown and off into the
world, wanted to be firefighters. Those
were the role models they emulated
and wanted to be more like. I think,
maybe, one of the reasons why is that
it is widely known that firefighters put
their lives on the line for us not just
occasionally or, maybe, during holi-
days or on weekends but every day—
every day.

So, today, we honor them by passing
this legislation and sending it to our
colleagues in the House of Representa-
tives. I think the final vote, if I no-
ticed, was, I believe, 95 to 2. It is not
every day we pass a bill with 95 votes.
That means that just about every Dem-
ocrat and every Republican in this
body voted for it.

I know I hear a lot from people not
just in Delaware but in other States
that I have visited. People will say:
Why don’t you just work together?
Why can’t you guys and gals just work
together and get something done? I
would present this as a great example
of what we can accomplish when we do
work together.

I especially want to thank a couple of
people among our colleagues whose
hard work actually enabled us to work
together and to pull together and to
craft this bipartisan compromise.

Let me just start with our fellow
Members of the Congressional Fire
Services Caucus and the colleagues on
this bill. They include Senator GARY
PETERS, Senator LISA MURKOWSKI, Sen-
ator SUSAN COLLINS, and, the last time
I checked, yours truly as well.

I also want to thank the entire Con-
gressional Fire Services Caucus for
their bipartisan work on this issue, in-
cluding the chair of the Congressional
Fire Services Caucus, Senator JON
TESTER of Montana.

There were also many organizations
that helped us better understand the
needs of our firefighters, and I want to
thank them too. Let me just mention
them briefly, if I may: the Congres-
sional Fire Services Institute, the
International Association of Fire-
fighters, the International Association
of Fire Chiefs, the National Volunteer
Fire Council, the National Fallen Fire-
fighters Foundation, and the National
Fire Protection Association. I don’t
think it is an exaggeration to say that
we could never have done this without
their hard work and their encourage-
ment even today.

I just want to say that most of us in
this body will go to bed tonight—turn
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off the lights and go to sleep—and not
have to worry about being awakened in
the middle of the night to go out and
save somebody’s life. We are not going
to have to be disrupted in our own fam-
ilies or in our own personal lives to go
out and lend a hand if there has been
an auto accident or a truck accident
and put our lives at risk. We are not
going to be drawn into a situation with
a house on fire.

We had, not too long ago, in Dela-
ware, a situation wherein firefighters
literally rushed into a house that was
on fire with the feeling that there were
people literally in the basement of the
house. The floor of the house collapsed,
and we lost the lives of several fire-
fighters.

But none of us have to worry about
that—making that kind of sacrifice
and undertaking those kinds of risks.

None of us will have to worry about
being the young woman who was a vol-
unteer firefighter. She worked in the
healthcare field, as I recall, and was a
volunteer firefighter. She worked late
at night and was literally driving home
on I-95 in Wilmington. It was when we
were doing a reconstruction of I-95
right through the middle of our city.

There was an accident at about 3 or 4
o’clock in the morning, and the volun-
teer firefighter, the woman, pulled off.
She stopped to provide help to those
who were impacted. The volunteer fire-
fighter was killed. She was struck by a
passing vehicle and lost her life.

None of us have to worry about any
of that happening and having to put
ourselves or members of our families in
that kind of jeopardy.

The reason is that there are literally
tens of thousands of people from all
corners of this country—all different
sizes and colors, men, women, young,
and old—who understand that we all
have an obligation to serve and look
out for other people even when it puts
us in danger and at risk with our own
lives.

So, in passing this legislation—and it
goes to the House of Representatives
now; it is not a done deal—our hope is
that the House of Representatives will
see fit to embrace it and pass it and
send it on to the President.

I presume that most Presidents—and
I have had the privilege to have known
quite a few of them—have great affec-
tion for the firefighters in their own
States, where they come from. Nobody
has greater affection in Delaware than
does our President. He and I and Chris
Coons, as well as Mike Castle and Pete
du Pont, who came before us, share
that affection and that high, high re-
gard.

I heard our President, when he was a
mere Senator, say that there are actu-
ally three political parties in Dela-
ware. One of those is Democrat; one is
Republican; and the other is of the
folks who are the firefighters and their
families. They stand out in the crowd.

I will just close with this.

I have asked people why they are
willing to put their lives in danger to
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help save our lives and the lives of oth-
ers who are in jeopardy. I have heard
from hundreds of men and women who
have said that the reason they do it is
that it gives them joy. It gives them
joy to know that they are making a
difference with their lives and that
they are serving other people.

One or two, every now and then, will
actually invoke the Golden Rule: to
treat other people the way you want to
be treated. How would I want to be
treated if my house were on fire? How
would I want to be treated if my son or
my daughter were in a traffic accident?
If there were a forest fire surrounding
our community, how would I want to
be treated? Well, that is the way I
would like to be; so why don’t I treat
other people the same way.

With that, this has been a good week,
and we are ending here on a very high
note. I want to thank the Presiding Of-
ficer for all of his good work. It has
been a pleasure working with him this
week and every week. To the neighbor
right across the Delaware River, I am
looking forward to many, many happy
trails in the days to come.

We have these young pages who are
sitting down here at the foot of the
Presiding Officer and the floor staff. I
don’t know if any of them, when they
were little kids, had the desire to be a
firefighter. My guess is—actually, some
of them are nodding their heads that,
yves, they did. Hopefully, we will never
outgrow the spirit that compels and
encourages people to stand up and play
the role of a firefighter whether it is in
the middle of the night with a fire or
an accident or whatever it might be.
Hopefully, their example and that spir-
it will be contagious and infect all of
us in a very, very good way.

With that, I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I was
necessarily absent for rollcall vote No.
2, on adoption of the Van Hollen
amendment to provide grants fire sta-
tion construction through the Admin-
istrator of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, 85. Had I been
present for the vote, I would have
voted yea.

———

24TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
COLUMBINE MASSACRE

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, 24 years
ago today, tragedy struck Littleton,
CO. It was a day that began like any
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other but—in a matter of hours—would
scar our Nation forever.

Today, the word ‘‘Columbine’ is syn-
onymous with an act of terror that
every parent fears: school shootings. If
you had told me 24 years ago that the
scenes we witnessed that morning—
students and teachers being shot down,
traumatized children being escorted
out of classrooms by armed officers, if
you told me this would become a com-
mon—almost weekly—occurrence in
America, I wouldn’t have believed you.

But here we are. In the years since
Columbine, hundreds of American stu-
dents have died—or been injured—in
school shootings, and thousands more
have been traumatized. Gunfire has be-
come the No. 1 cause of death for our
Nation’s children. And one in five
Americans now say they have lost a
loved one to gun violence. Some politi-
cians have resigned themselves to the
idea that this is just part of American
life we must accept. Shame on them.
This is a uniquely American crisis—
and lawmakers have the power to re-
solve it.

Yet Republicans in Congress actually
want to take steps backwards. We are
seeing that in the House right now,
where the MAGA majority is trying to
wipe off the books a gun law restrict-
ing braces that turn pistols into short-
barreled rifles. This is the Kkind of
weapon that was carried by the mass
shooters in Dayton, OH; Boulder, CO;
and just a few weeks ago at a school
shooting in Nashville, TN. Parents
shouldn’t have to worry that, when
they send their kids to school, they
may not return home. Children
shouldn’t be forced to live with the fear
that their classroom could be the next
target.

People of all political stripes are
calling on Congress to act. Let’s start
by keeping assault weapons and short-
barreled rifles off of our streets and out
of our classrooms.

————
ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, sec-
tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control
Act requires that Congress receive
prior notification of certain proposed
arms sales as defined by that statute.
Upon such notification, the Congress
has 30 calendar days during which the
sale may be reviewed. The provision
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I
ask unanimous consent to have printed
in the RECORD the notifications which
have been received. If the cover letter
references a classified annex, then such
annex is available to all Senators in
the office of the Foreign Relations
Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:
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