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under oath that we have operational control
of the border?”’, with ‘“Yes we do’’, despite
the fact that, the term ‘‘operational control”
has been defined in law as ‘‘the prevention of
all unlawful entries into the United States,
including entries by terrorists, other unlaw-
ful aliens, instruments of terrorism, nar-
cotics, and other contraband’’; and

(2) on November 15, 2022, during a hearing
of the Committee on Homeland Security of
the House of Representatives, by responding
to Congressman Dan Bishop’s question, ‘“‘Do
you continue to maintain that the border is
secure?’’, with ‘“Yes, and we are working day
in and day out to enhance security, Con-
gressman.’’;

Whereas section 1621 of title 18, United
States Code, clearly states that anyone
under oath who ‘‘willfully and contrary to
such oath states or subscribes any material
matter which he does not believe to be true”
is guilty of perjury and shall be fined or im-
prisoned not more than 5 years, or both;

Whereas the record-breaking number of il-
legal alien encounters, including more
1,000,000 known ‘‘got-aways’’, and the record
seizures of deadly fentanyl and other contra-
band, confirm that Secretary Mayorkas has
not taken all actions necessary to ensure
operational control of the southern border,
as required by law;

Whereas U.S. Border Patrol Chief Raul
Ortiz, in a field hearing before the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security of the House of
Representatives, stated that U.S. Border Pa-
trol does not have operational control of the
border, which directly contradicts Secretary
Mayorkas’ April 2022 testimony to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Rep-
resentatives;

Whereas in  September 2021, while
Alejandro Nicholas Mayorkas was serving as
Secretary of Homeland Security—

(1) approximately 15,000 Haitian migrants
crossed the border from Mexico into the
United States and were concentrated in an
encampment underneath the international
bridge between Mexico and the Del Rio,
Texas, Port of Entry and in surrounding
areas;

(2) mounted Border Patrol agents and
troopers with the Texas Department of Pub-
lic Safety dispersed a large group of mi-
grants gathered near a boat ramp located in
the United States along the Rio Grande
River, approximately 500 yards east of the
Del Rio Port of Entry and then attempted to
stop the flow of all migrants illegally cross-
ing the Rio Grande River into the United
States at that location;

(3) within hours of the incident described
in paragraph (2)—

(A) images and video surfaced on social
media that showed multiple Border Patrol
agents on horseback using their horses to
keep several illegal immigrants from enter-
ing the United States after crossing the Rio
Grande in Del Rio, Texas;

(B) extremist liberal activists rushed to
judgement and falsely accused the agents of
whipping the illegal immigrants with their
horse reins, in spite of a statement by the
photographer that the pictures were mis-
construed as showing abusive behavior; and

(C) some activists made the disgusting
false equivalency to slavery; and

(4) Secretary Mayorkas, after Assistant
Secretary of Homeland Security for Public
Affairs Marsha Espinosa emailed to him a
news article explaining that the photog-
rapher who took the images did not see the
agents whipping anyone—

(A) misled the general public by publicly
supporting the Biden administration’s false
narrative that Border Patrol agents whipped
Haitian migrants;

(B) participated in a White House press
conference during which he publicly and
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falsely slandered the Border Patrol agents
referred to in paragraph (2), calling the im-
ages ‘“‘horrifying’” and an example of ‘‘sys-
temic racism’’;

Whereas a 5l1-page report by the U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection’s Office of Per-
sonal Responsibility found ‘‘no evidence that
[Border Patrol agents] involved in this inci-
dent struck, intentionally or otherwise, any
migrant with their reins’’;

Whereas the National Border Patrol Coun-
cil, which is the labor union representing
Border Patrol agents and support staff, is
considering supporting the impeachment of
Secretary Mayorkas;

Whereas the actions of  Secretary
Mayorkas’ department have encouraged for-
eign nationals to attempt to illegally enter
the United States at historic levels, as evi-
denced by 251,012 enforcement encounters
along the southern border in December 2022,
which is the highest number of encounters
ever recorded in a single month;

Whereas a major component of these failed
immigration enforcement policies is the De-
partment of Homeland Security’s disregard
for its responsibility to enforce Federal im-
migration laws, including Secretary
Mayorkas’ abuse of discretion in granting
humanitarian parole, which, according to
section 212(d)(6)(A) of the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(d)(5)(A), is
only to be used on a ‘‘case-by-case basis for
urgent humanitarian reasons or significant
public benefit’’, and has been used by Sec-
retary Mayorkas’ department to grant pa-
role en masse on multiple occasions, includ-
ing new ‘‘Processes for Cubans, Haitians,
Nicaraguans, and Venezuelans’’, which was
announced in October 2022 and expanded in
January 2023;

Whereas the policies of the Department of
Homeland Security, under the leadership of
Secretary Mayorkas, have encouraged in-
creased numbers of unaccompanied migrant
children to enter the United States during
the 2-year period immediately preceding the
date on which this resolution was intro-
duced, with large numbers of such children
revealed by the New York Times to have
been forced into dangerous jobs in violations
of child labor laws;

Whereas on March 28, 2023, Ranking Mem-
ber Senator Lindsey Graham, during a hear-
ing of the Committee on the Judiciary of the
Senate, pointed out that under Secretary
Mayorkas’ watch—

(1) the southern border of the United
States ‘“‘has gone from the lowest illegal
crossings in December 2020 to all-time highs
with over 2,000,000 last fiscal year’’;

(2) ‘““fentanyl is coming in at a pace we
have never seen’’; and

(3) ‘“‘more terrorists on the watch list are
coming than any time since we’ve been
measuring these things”’;

Whereas during the same hearing, Senator
Josh Hawley—

(1) compared the CBP One mobile applica-
tion used to schedule appointments and re-
quest humanitarian parole and asylum to “‘a
concierge service for illegal immigrants’’;
and

(2) commented to Secretary Mayorkas,
‘“‘rather than building a wall, Mr. Secretary,
you have built Ticketmaster for illegal im-
migrants’’; and

Whereas during the same hearing—

(1) Secretary Mayorkas told Senator Ted
Cruz that he did not recognize wristbands
abandoned along the border, which cartels
commonly use for human smuggling and
trafficking and which act as a sort of reg-
istration system, with different colors and
patterns denoting the cartel responsible, how
many times a person has attempted to cross,
and how much they owe to the cartel; and

(2) Senator Cruz replied in frustration to
Senator Mayorkas by calling him incom-
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petent and telling him, ‘“If you had integ-
rity, you would resign.’’:

Now, therefore, be it

Resolved,

That it is the sense of the Senate that Sec-
retary Alejandro Nicholas Mayorkas no
longer holds the confidence of the Senate or
of the American people to faithfully carry
out his duties as Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity.

————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 87. Mr. TESTER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 326, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to carry out a study and clin-
ical trials on the effects of cannabis on cer-
tain health outcomes of veterans with chron-
ic pain and post-traumatic stress disorder,
and for other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

————

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 87. Mr. TESTER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 326, to direct the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to carry out
a study and clinical trials on the ef-
fects of cannabis on certain health out-
comes of veterans with chronic pain
and post-traumatic stress disorder, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘“Veterans Programs Improvement Act of
2023"".

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

TITLE I-IMPROVEMENTS TO HOME AND
COMMUNITY BASED SERVICES

101. Short title.

102. Definitions.

103. Coordination with Program of All-
Inclusive Care for the Elderly.

104. Home and community based serv-
ices: programs.

105. Coordination with assistance and
support services for caregivers.

106. Development of centralized website
for program information.

107. Improvements relating to Home
Maker and Home Health Aide
program.

108. Reviews and other improvements
relating to home and commu-
nity based services.

TITLE II-IMPROVEMENTS TO FAMILY
CAREGIVER PROGRAM

Sec. 201. Modification of family caregiver
program of Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to include services
related to mental health and
neurological disorders.

Sec. 202. Requirements relating to evalua-
tions, assessments, and reas-
sessments relating to eligibility
of veterans and caregivers for
family caregiver program.

Sec. 203. Authority for Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to award grants to
entities to improve provision of
mental health support to fam-
ily caregivers of veterans.

Sec. 204. Comptroller General report on
mental health support for care-
givers.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
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TITLE III—MEDICINAL CANNABIS
RESEARCH

301. Definitions.

302. Department of Veterans Affairs
large-scale, mixed methods, ret-
rospective qualitative study on
the effects of cannabis on cer-
tain health outcomes of vet-
erans with chronic pain and
post-traumatic stress disorder.

303. Department of Veterans Affairs
clinical trials on the effects of
cannabis on certain health out-
comes of veterans with chronic
pain and post-traumatic stress
disorder.

304. Administration of study and clin-
ical trials.

TITLE IV—HOUSING MATTERS
401. Improvements to program for di-

rect housing loans made to Na-
tive American veterans by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

402. Native community development fi-
nancial institution relending
program.

403. Department of Veterans Affairs
housing loan fees.

TITLE V—OTHER MATTERS

501. Authority for Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to award grants to
States to improve outreach to
veterans.

TITLE I-IMPROVEMENTS TO HOME AND

COMMUNITY BASED SERVICES

SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Elizabeth
Dole Home Care Act”.

SEC. 102. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:

(1) CAREGIVER; FAMILY CAREGIVER.—The
terms ‘‘caregiver” and ‘‘family caregiver”
have the meanings given those terms under
section 1720K(g) of title 38, United States
Code (as added by section 104(a)(1)).

(2) COVERED PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘covered
program’—

(A) means any program of the Department
for home and community based services; and

(B) includes the programs specified in sec-
tion 1720K of title 38, United States Code (as
added by section 104(a)(1)).

(3) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’
means the Department of Veterans Affairs.

(4) HOME AND COMMUNITY BASED SERVICES.—
The term ‘‘home and community based serv-
ices”—

(A) means the services referred to in sec-
tion 1701(6)(E) of title 38, United States Code;
and

(B) includes services furnished under a pro-
gram specified in section 1720K of such title
(as added by section 104(a)(1)).

(5) HOME BASED PRIMARY CARE PROGRAM;
HOME MAKER AND HOME HEALTH AIDE PRO-
GRAM; VETERAN DIRECTED CARE PROGRAM.—
The terms ‘‘Home Based Primary Care pro-
gram”, “Home Maker and Home Health Aide
program’’, and ‘‘Veteran Directed Care pro-
gram’ mean the programs of the Depart-
ment specified in subsections (d), (¢), and (b)
of such section 1720K, respectively.

(6) HOME HEALTH AIDE; NATIVE AMERICAN
VETERAN, TRIBAL HEALTH PROGRAM; URBAN IN-
DIAN  ORGANIZATION.—The terms ‘‘home
health aide’”, ‘“Native American veteran’,
““¢ribal health program’’, and ‘‘Urban Indian
organization’ have the meanings given those
terms in subsection (g) of such section 1720K.

(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

(8) VETERANS SERVICE ORGANIZATION.—The
term ‘‘veterans service organization’ means
any organization recognized by the Sec-
retary under section 5902 of title 38, United
States Code.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
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SEC. 103. COORDINATION WITH PROGRAM OF
ALL-INCLUSIVE CARE FOR THE EL-
DERLY.

Section 1720C of title 38, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the
following new subsection:

‘“(f) In furnishing services to a veteran
under the program conducted pursuant to
subsection (a), if a medical center of the De-
partment through which such program is ad-
ministered is located in a geographic area in
which services are available to the veteran
under a PACE program (as such term is de-
fined in sections 1894(a)(2) and 1934(a)(2) of
the Social Security Act (42 TU.S.C.
1395eee(a)(2); 1396u-4(a)(2))), the Secretary
shall establish a partnership with the PACE
program operating in that area for the fur-
nishing of such services.”’.

SEC. 104. HOME AND COMMUNITY BASED SERV-
ICES: PROGRAMS.

(a) PROGRAMS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter
17 of title 38, United States Code, is amended
by inserting after section 1720J the following
new section:

“§1720K. Home and community based serv-
ices: programs

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—In furnishing non-
institutional alternatives to nursing home
care under the authority of section 1720C of
this title (or any other authority under this
chapter or other provision of law adminis-
tered by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs),
the Secretary shall carry out each of the
programs specified in this section in accord-
ance with such relevant authorities except
as otherwise provided in this section.

“(b) VETERAN DIRECTED CARE PROGRAM.—
(1) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs, in col-
laboration with the Secretary of Health and
Human Services, shall carry out a program
to be known as the ‘Veteran Directed Care
program’ under which the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs may enter into agreements
with the providers described in paragraph (2)
to provide to eligible veterans funds to ob-
tain such in-home care services and related
items that support clinical need and improve
quality of life as determined appropriate by
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs and se-
lected by the veteran, including through the
veteran hiring individuals to provide such
services and items or directly purchasing
such services and items.

‘“(2) The providers described in this para-
graph are the following:

‘“(A) An Aging and Disability Resource
Center, an area agency on aging, or a State
agency.

‘(B) A center for independent living.

‘“(C) Any other entity as determined appro-
priate by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs,
in consultation with the Secretary of Health
and Human Services.

“(3) In carrying out the Veteran Directed
Care program, the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall—

‘“(A) administer such program through
each medical center of the Department of
Veterans Affairs;

‘(B) ensure the availability of such pro-
gram in American Samoa, Guam, the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands,
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Vir-
gin Islands of the United States, and any
other territory or possession of the United
States; and

‘“(C) ensure the availability of such pro-
gram for eligible veterans who are Native
American veterans receiving care and serv-
ices furnished by the Indian Health Service,
a tribal health program, an Urban Indian or-
ganization, or (in the case of a Native Hawai-
ian veteran) a Native Hawaiian health care
system.

“(4) If a veteran participating in the Vet-
eran Directed Care program is hospitalized,

April 20, 2023

the veteran may continue to use funds under
the program during a period of hospitaliza-
tion in the same manner that the veteran
would be authorized to use such funds under
the program if the veteran were not hospital-
ized, as determined appropriate by the Sec-
retary.

‘‘(c) HOME MAKER AND HOME HEALTH AIDE
PROGRAM.—(1) The Secretary shall carry out
a program to be known as the ‘Home Maker
and Home Health Aide program’ under which
the Secretary may enter into agreements
with home health agencies to provide to eli-
gible veterans such home health aide serv-
ices as may be determined appropriate by
the Secretary.

‘(2) In carrying out the Home Maker and
Home Health Aide program, the Secretary
shall ensure the availability of such pro-
gram—

“‘(A) in the locations specified in subpara-
graph (B) of subsection (b)(3); and

‘“(B) for the veteran populations specified
in subparagraph (C) of such subsection.

‘“(d) HOME BASED PRIMARY CARE PRO-
GRAM.—The Secretary shall carry out a pro-
gram to be known as the ‘Home Based Pri-
mary Care program’ under which the Sec-
retary may furnish to eligible veterans in-
home health care, the provision of which is
overseen by a health care provider of the De-
partment.

‘‘(e) PURCHASED SKILLED HOME CARE PRO-
GRAM.—The Secretary shall carry out a pro-
gram to be known as the ‘Purchased Skilled
Home Care program’ under which the Sec-
retary may furnish to eligible veterans such
in-home care services as may be determined
appropriate and selected by the Secretary for
the veteran.

‘“(f) CAREGIVER SUPPORT.—(1) With respect
to a caregiver of a veteran participating in a
program under this section who is a family
caregiver, the Secretary shall—

‘“(A) if the veteran meets the requirements
of a covered veteran under section 1720G(b)
of this title, provide to such caregiver the
option of enrolling in the program of general
caregiver support services under such sec-
tion;

‘“(B) subject to paragraph (2), provide to
such caregiver not fewer than 14 days of cov-
ered respite care each year; and

‘(C) conduct on an annual basis (and, to
the extent practicable, in connection with
in-person services provided under the pro-
gram in which the veteran is participating),
a wellness check of such caregiver.

‘“(2) The Secretary shall provide not fewer
than 30 days of covered respite care each
year to any caregiver who provides services
funded under the Veteran Directed Care pro-
gram under subsection (b).

‘“(8) Covered respite care provided to a
caregiver of a veteran under paragraph (1) or
(2), as the case may be, may exceed 14 days
annually or 30 days annually, respectively, if
an extension is requested by the caregiver or
veteran and determined medically appro-
priate by the Secretary.

‘‘(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The terms ‘Aging and Disability Re-
source Center’, ‘area agency on aging’, and
‘State agency’ have the meanings given
those terms in section 102 of the Older Amer-
icans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3002).

‘(2) The terms ‘caregiver’ and ‘family care-
giver’, with respect to a veteran, have the
meanings given those terms, respectively,
under subsection (d) of section 1720G of this
title with respect to an eligible veteran
under subsection (a) of such section or a cov-
ered veteran under subsection (b) of such sec-
tion, as the case may be.

‘“(3) The term ‘center for independent liv-
ing’ has the meaning given that term in sec-
tion 702 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29
U.S.C. 796a).
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‘“(4) The term ‘covered respite care’ means,
with respect to a caregiver of a veteran, res-
pite care that—

““(A) includes 24-hour per day care of the
veteran commensurate with the care pro-
vided by the caregiver;

‘“(B) is medically and age-appropriate; and

‘(C) includes in-home care services.

‘(6) The term ‘eligible veteran’ means any
veteran—

““(A) for whom the Secretary determines
participation in a specific program under
this section is medically necessary to pro-
mote, preserve, or restore the health of the
veteran; and

‘“(B) who absent such participation would
be at increased risk for hospitalization,
placement in a nursing home, or emergency
room care.

‘(6) The term ‘home health aide’ means an
individual employed by a home health agen-
cy to provide in-home care services.

““(7T) The term ‘in-home care service’ means
any service, including a personal care serv-
ice, provided to enable the recipient of such
service to live at home.

‘(8) The term ‘Native American veteran’
has the meaning given that term in section
3765 of this title.

‘(9) The terms ‘Native Hawaiian’ and ‘Na-
tive Hawaiian health care system’ have the
meanings given those terms in section 12 of
the Native Hawaiian Health Care Improve-
ment Act (42 U.S.C. 11711).

‘(10) The terms ‘tribal health program’ and
‘Urban Indian organization’ have the mean-
ings given those terms in section 4 of the In-
dian Health Care Improvement Act (25 U.S.C.
1603).”".

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of such subchapter
is amended by inserting after the item relat-
ing to section 1720J the following new item:

“1720K. Home and community based services:
programs.’’.

(b) DEADLINE FOR IMPROVED ADMINISTRA-
TION.—The Secretary shall ensure that the
Veteran Directed Care program and the
Home Maker and Home Health Aide program
are administered through each medical cen-
ter of the Department in accordance with
section 1720K of title 38, United States Code
(as added by subsection (a)(1)), by not later
than two years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

(¢) ADMINISTRATION OF VETERAN DIRECTED
CARE PROGRAM.—

(1) PROCEDURES.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish procedures to identify staffing needs
for the Program and define the roles and re-
sponsibilities of personnel of the Program at
the national, Veterans Integrated Service
Network, and facility levels, including re-
sponsibilities for engagement with veterans
participating in the Program, veterans inter-
ested in the Program, and providers de-
scribed in section 1720K(b)(2), as added by
subsection (a)(1).

(2) STAFFING MODEL.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish a staffing model for the administra-
tion of the Program at each medical center
of the Department.

(B) STAFFING RATIO.—The Secretary shall
establish a staffing ratio for administration
of the Program at each facility of the De-
partment at which the Program is carried
out, which shall include a specified number
of full-time equivalent employees, with no
collateral duties, per number of veterans
served by the Program.

(3) FUNDING FOR PROGRAM.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall de-
velop methods for tracking and reporting de-
mand by veterans for and use by veterans of
services under the Program to inform yearly
cost estimates for the Program.
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(B) DEDICATED FUNDING.—The Secretary
shall ensure each medical center of the De-
partment receives dedicated funding for ad-
ministration and staffing of the Program,
tailored to demand for and use of the Pro-
gram at such medical center.

(C) SEPARATE FUNDING.—Funding provided
to carry out the Program shall be separate
from any other funding for the purchased
long term services and supports programs of
the Department.

(4) PROGRAM DEFINED.—In this subsection,
the term ‘‘Program’ means the Veteran Di-
rected Care program.

SEC. 105. COORDINATION WITH ASSISTANCE AND
SUPPORT SERVICES FOR CARE-
GIVERS.

(a) COORDINATION WITH PROGRAM OF COM-
PREHENSIVE ASSISTANCE FOR FAMILY CARE-
GIVERS.—

(1) COORDINATION.—Section 1720G(a) of title
38, United States Code, is amended by adding
at the end the following new paragraph:

‘“(14)(A) In the case of a veteran or care-
giver who seeks services under this sub-
section and is denied such services, or a vet-
eran or the family caregiver of a veteran who
is discharged from the program under this
subsection, the Secretary shall—

‘(1) if the veteran meets the requirements
of a covered veteran under subsection (b),
provide to such caregiver the option of en-
rolling in the program of general caregiver
support services under such subsection;

‘“(ii) assess the veteran or caregiver for
participation in any other available program
of the Department for home and community
based services (including the programs speci-
fied in section 1720K of this title) for which
the veteran or caregiver may be eligible and,
with respect to the veteran, store (and make
accessible to the veteran) the results of such
assessment in the electronic medical record
of the veteran; and

‘‘(iii) provide to the veteran or caregiver
written information on any such program
identified pursuant to the assessment under
clause (ii), including information about fa-
cilities, eligibility requirements, and rel-
evant contact information for each such pro-
gram.

‘(B)(1) Subject to clause (ii), for each vet-
eran or family caregiver who is discharged
from the program under this subsection, a
caregiver support coordinator shall provide
for a smooth and personalized transition
from such program to an appropriate pro-
gram of the Department for home and com-
munity based services (including the pro-
grams specified in section 1720K of this title),
including by integrating caregiver support
across programs.

‘“(ii) To the extent practicable, the Sec-
retary shall not discharge a veteran or fam-
ily caregiver from the program under this
subsection until appropriate home and com-
munity based services are selected by the
veteran or caregiver and are being provided
to the veteran and caregiver pursuant to
clause (i).”.

(2) APPLICABILITY.—The amendment made
by paragraph (1) shall apply with respect to
denials and discharges described in para-
graph (14) of such section, as added by para-
graph (1), occurring on or after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—Section 1720G(d) of such title is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘or a covered veteran’’ each
place it appears and inserting ‘¢, a veteran
denied or discharged as specified in para-
graph (14) of such subsection, or a covered
veteran’’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘under subsection (a),
means’’ each place it appears and inserting
‘‘under subsection (a) or a veteran denied or
discharged as specified in paragraph (14) of
such subsection, means’’.
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(c) REVIEW RELATING TO CAREGIVER CON-
TACT.—The Secretary shall conduct a review
of the capacity of the Department to estab-
lish a streamlined system for contacting all
caregivers enrolled in the program of general
caregiver support services under section
1720G(b) of title 38, United States Code, to
provide to such caregivers program updates
and alerts relating to emerging services for
which such caregivers or the veterans for
which they provide care may be eligible.

SEC. 106. DEVELOPMENT OF CENTRALIZED
WEBSITE FOR PROGRAM INFORMA-
TION.

(a) CENTRALIZED WEBSITE.—The Secretary
shall develop and maintain a centralized and
publicly accessible internet website of the
Department as a clearinghouse for informa-
tion and resources relating to covered pro-
grams.

(b) CONTENTS.—The website under sub-
section (a) shall contain the following:

(1) A description of each covered program.

(2) An informational assessment tool that
enables users to—

(A) assess the eligibility of a veteran, or a
caregiver of a veteran, for any covered pro-
gram; and

(B) receive information, as a result of such
assessment, on any covered program for
which the veteran or caregiver (as the case
may be) may be eligible.

(3) A list of required procedures for the di-
rectors of medical facilities of the Depart-
ment to follow in determining the eligibility
and suitability of veterans for participation
in a covered program, including procedures
applicable to instances in which the resource
constraints of a facility (or of a community
in which a facility is located) may result in
the inability to address the health needs of a
veteran under a covered program in a timely
manner.

(c) UPDATES.—The Secretary shall ensure
the website under subsection (a) is updated
on a periodic basis.

SEC. 107. IMPROVEMENTS RELATING TO HOME
MAKER AND HOME HEALTH AIDE
PROGRAM.

(a) PILOT PROGRAM FOR COMMUNITIES WITH
SHORTAGE OF HOME HEALTH AIDES.—

(1) PROGRAM.—Not later than two years
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall carry out a pilot pro-
gram under which the Secretary shall pro-
vide home maker and home health aide serv-
ices to veterans who reside in communities
with a shortage of home health aides.

(2) LOCATIONS.—The Secretary shall select
10 geographic locations in which the Sec-
retary determines there is a shortage of
home health aides at which to carry out the
pilot program under paragraph (1).

(3) NURSING ASSISTANTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the pilot
program under paragraph (1), the Secretary
may hire nursing assistants as new employ-
ees of the Department, or reassign nursing
assistants who are existing employees of the
Department, to provide to veterans in-home
care services (including basic tasks author-
ized by the State certification of the nursing
assistant) under the pilot program, in lieu of
or in addition to the provision of such serv-
ices through non-Department home health
aides.

(B) RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING PROGRAMS.—
Nursing assistants hired or reassigned under
subparagraph (A) may provide services to a
veteran under the pilot program under para-
graph (1) while serving as part of a health
care team for the veteran under the Home
Based Primary Care program or any other
program as determined appropriate by the
Secretary.

(4) DURATION.—The pilot program under
paragraph (1) shall be for a duration of three
years.
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(6) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
one year prior to the termination of the pilot
program under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall submit to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives a report on the results of the pilot pro-
gram as of the date of the report and the fea-
sibility and advisability of extending the
pilot program or making the pilot program
permanent.

(b) REPORT ON USE OF FUNDS.—Not later
than one year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall submit
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives a re-
port containing, with respect to the period
beginning in fiscal year 2011 and ending in
fiscal year 2022, the following:

(1) An identification of the amount of
funds that were included in a budget of the
Department during such period for the provi-
sion of in-home care to veterans under the
Home Maker and Home Health Aide program
in effect during such period but were not ex-
pended for the provision of such care,
disaggregated by medical center of the De-
partment for which such unexpended funds
were budgeted.

(2) An identification of the number of vet-
erans for whom, during such period, the
hours during which a home health aide was
authorized to provide services to the veteran
under such program were reduced, including
a detailed description of why such reduction
occurred, such as clinical need or provider
availability.

(¢) UPDATED GUIDANCE ON PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall issue updated guidance
for the Home Maker and Home Health Aide
program.

(2) MATTERS TO INCLUDE.—Guidance up-
dated under paragraph (1) shall include the
following:

(A) A process for the transition of veterans
from the Home Maker and Home Health Aide
program to other covered programs.

(B) A requirement for the directors of the
medical facilities of the Department to com-
plete such process whenever a veteran with
care needs has been denied services from
home health agencies under the Home Maker
and Home Health Aide program as a result of
the clinical needs or behavioral issues of the
veteran.

SEC. 108. REVIEWS AND OTHER IMPROVEMENTS
RELATING TO HOME AND COMMU-
NITY BASED SERVICES.

(a) OFFICE OF GERIATRIC AND EXTENDED
CARE.—

(1) REVIEW OF PROGRAMS.—The Under Sec-
retary for Health of the Department shall
conduct a review of each program adminis-
tered through the Office of Geriatric and Ex-
tended Care of the Department or the Care-
giver Support Program Office of the Depart-
ment, or any successor office, to—

(A) ensure consistency in program manage-
ment;

(B) eliminate service gaps at the medical
center level;

(C) ensure the clinical needs of veterans
are being met;

(D) ensure the availability of, and the ac-
cess by veterans to, home and community
based services, including for veterans living
in rural areas; and

(E) ensure proper coordination between
covered programs.

(2) ASSESSMENT OF STAFFING NEEDS.—The
Secretary shall conduct an assessment of the
staffing needs of the Office of Geriatric and
Extended Care of the Department and the
Caregiver Support Program Office of the De-
partment, or any successor office.
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(3) GOALS FOR GEOGRAPHIC ALIGNMENT OF
CARE.—

(A) ESTABLISHMENT OF GOALS.—The Direc-
tor of the Office of Geriatric and Extended
Care and the head of the Caregiver Support
Program Office, or the head of any successor
office, shall establish quantitative goals to
enable aging or disabled veterans who are
not located near medical centers of the De-
partment to access extended care services
(including by improving access to home and
community based services for such veterans).

(B) IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE.—Each goal
established under subparagraph (A) shall in-
clude a timeline for the implementation of
the goal at each medical center of the De-
partment.

(4) GOALS FOR IN-HOME SPECIALTY CARE.—
The Director of the Office of Geriatric and
Extended Care and the head of the Caregiver
Support Program Office, or the head of any
successor office, shall establish quantitative
goals to address the specialty care needs of
veterans through in-home care, including by
ensuring the education of home health aides
and caregivers of veterans in the following
areas:

(A) Dementia care.

(B) Care for spinal cord injuries and dis-
eases.

(C) Ventilator care.

(D) Other speciality care areas as deter-
mined by the Secretary.

(5) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
one year after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall submit to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
of the House of Representatives a report con-
taining the findings of the review under
paragraph (1), the results of the assessment
under paragraph (2), and the goals estab-
lished under paragraphs (3) and (4).

(b) REVIEW OF INCENTIVES AND EFFORTS RE-
LATING TO HOME AND COMMUNITY BASED
SERVICES.—

(1) REVIEW.—The Secretary shall conduct a
review of the following:

(A) The financial and organizational incen-
tives and disincentives for the directors of
medical centers of the Department to estab-
lish or expand covered programs at such
medical centers.

(B) Any incentives or disincentives for
such directors to provide to veterans home
and community based services in lieu of in-
stitutional care.

(C) The efforts taken by the Secretary to
enhance spending of the Department for ex-
tended care by balancing spending between
institutional care and home and community
based services.

(D) The plan of the Under Secretary for
Health of the Department to accelerate ef-
forts to enhance spending as specified in sub-
paragraph (C), to match the progress of simi-
lar efforts taken by the Administrator of the
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
with respect to spending of the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services for extended
care.

(2) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
one year after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall submit to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
of the House of Representatives a report on
the findings of the review under paragraph
Q.

(¢) REVIEW OF RESPITE CARE SERVICES.—
Not later than two years after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall conduct a review of the use, avail-
ability, cost, and effectiveness of the respite
care services furnished by the Secretary
under chapter 17 of title 38, United States
Code, to include—
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(1) the frequency in which Department is
unable to meet the need for such services;

(2) a detailed description of why the De-
partment is unable to meet the need for such
services; and

(3) a detailed description of the actions the
Department has taken or plans to take to
ensure that the need for such services is met.

(d) COLLABORATION TO IMPROVE HOME AND
COMMUNITY BASED SERVICES.—

(1) FEEDBACK AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON
CAREGIVER SUPPORT.—

(A) FEEDBACK AND RECOMMENDATIONS.—The
Secretary shall solicit from the entities de-
scribed in subparagraph (B) feedback and
recommendations regarding opportunities
for the Secretary to enhance home and com-
munity based services for veterans and care-
givers of veterans, including through the po-
tential provision by the entity of care and
respite services to veterans and caregivers
who may not be eligible for any program
under section 1720G of title 38, United States
Code, or section 1720K of such title (as added
by section 104(a)(1)), but have a need for as-
sistance.

(B) COVERED ENTITIES.—The entities de-
scribed in this subparagraph are veterans
service organizations and nonprofit organiza-
tions with a focus on caregiver support or
long-term care (as determined by the Sec-
retary).

(2) COLLABORATION FOR NATIVE AMERICAN
VETERANS.—The Secretary shall collaborate
with the Director of the Indian Health Serv-
ice and representatives from tribal health
programs and Urban Indian organizations to
ensure the availability of home and commu-
nity based services for Native American vet-
erans, including Native American veterans
receiving health care and medical services
under multiple health care systems.

TITLE II-IMPROVEMENTS TO FAMILY

CAREGIVER PROGRAM

SEC. 201. MODIFICATION OF FAMILY CAREGIVER
PROGRAM OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS TO INCLUDE SERV-
ICES RELATED TO MENTAL HEALTH
AND NEUROLOGICAL DISORDERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1720G of title 38,
United States Code, as amended by section
105, is further amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (2)(C)@ii), by striking
“neurological’”” and inserting ‘‘a neurological
disorder’’;

(B) in paragraph (3)—

(i) in subparagraph (A)(i)(II), by inserting
¢, including through public or private enti-
ties” before the semicolon; and

(ii) in subparagraph (C), by adding at the
end the following new clause:

‘“(v)(I) For purposes of determining the
amount and degree of personal care services
provided under clause (i) with respect to a
veteran described in subclause (II), the Sec-
retary shall take into account relevant docu-
mentation evidencing the provision of per-
sonal care services with respect to the vet-
eran during the preceding three-year period.

““(IT) A veteran described in this subclause
is a veteran whose need for personal care
services as described in paragraph (2)(C) is
based in whole or in part on—

‘“‘(aa) a diagnosis of mental illness or his-
tory of suicidal ideation that puts the vet-
eran at risk of self-harm; or

“‘(bb) a neurological disorder.”’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(156) The Secretary shall establish a proc-
ess and requirements for clinicians of facili-
ties of the Department—

““(A) to document incidents in which an eli-
gible veteran participating in the program
established under paragraph (1)—

‘(i) presents at such a facility for treat-
ment for an emergent or urgent mental
health crisis; or
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‘‘(ii) is assessed by such a clinician to be at
risk for suicide; and

‘“(B) to provide such documentation, in-
cluding any safety plans developed and refer-
rals made to a suicide prevention coordi-
nator of the Department, to such program.’’;

(2) in subsection (b)(2)(B), by striking
“neurological” and inserting ‘‘a neurological
disorder’’; and

(3) in subsection (d)—

(A) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (5);

(B) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (4):

‘“(4) the term ‘neurological disorder’ means
a disease of the brain, spinal cord, nerves, or
neuromuscular system.”’; and

(C) in paragraph (5)(B), as redesignated by
subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘neurological’’
and inserting ‘‘a neurological disorder’’.

(b) TIMING FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF REQUIRE-
MENTS AND PROCESSES.—

(1) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall—

(A) establish the process and requirements
required under paragraph (15) of section
1720G(a) of title 38, United States Code, as
added by subsection (a)(1)(B); and

(B) submit to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives a description of such process and re-
quirements.

(2) CERTIFICATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall re-
quire all clinicians of facilities of the De-
partment to certify to the Secretary that
the clinician understands the process and re-
quirements established under paragraph
(1)(A).

(B) FACILITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT DE-
FINED.—In this paragraph, the term ‘‘facili-
ties of the Department’” has the meaning
given that term in section 1701 of title 38,
United States Code.

SEC. 202. REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO EVALUA-
TIONS, ASSESSMENTS, AND REAS-
SESSMENTS RELATING TO ELIGI-
BILITY OF VETERANS AND CARE-
GIVERS FOR FAMILY CAREGIVER
PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (a) of section
1720G of title 38, United States Code, as
amended by section 201(a)(1), is further
amended by adding at the end the following
new paragraphs:

‘“(16)(A) For purposes of conducting evalua-
tions and assessments to determine eligi-
bility of a veteran and caregiver for the pro-
gram established under paragraph (1) or con-
ducting reassessments to determine contin-
ued eligibility for such program, the Sec-
retary shall—

‘(i) take into account relevant documenta-
tion and medical records generated by De-
partment and non-Department health care
providers, including qualified mental health
professionals and neurological specialists;

¢“(ii) if the caregiver of the veteran claims
that the serious injury or need for personal
care services of the veteran as described in
paragraph (2) is based in whole or in part on
psychological trauma or another mental dis-
order, ensure—

“(ID a qualified mental health professional
that treats the veteran participates in the
evaluation process; and

“(ITI) a qualified mental health professional
participates in the assessment or reassess-
ment process; and

¢“(iii) if the caregiver of the veteran claims
that the serious injury or need for personal
care services of the veteran as described in
paragraph (2) is based in whole or in part on
a neurological disorder, ensure—
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‘(I) a neurological specialist that treats
the veteran participates in the evaluation
process; and

‘“(IT) a neurological specialist participates
in the assessment or reassessment process.

‘“(B)(i) The Secretary shall establish an ap-
propriate time limit during a 24-hour period
for the active participation of a veteran in
an evaluation, assessment, or reassessment
to determine eligibility of the veteran for
the program established under paragraph (1).

‘“(ii) In determining an appropriate time
limit for a veteran under clause (i), the Sec-
retary shall—

‘“(I) take into consideration necessary ac-
commodations for the veteran stemming
from the disability or medical condition of
the veteran; and

‘“(II) consult with the primary care pro-
vider, neurological specialist, or qualified
mental health professional that is treating
the veteran.

‘(C) The Secretary shall not require the
presence of a veteran during portions of an
evaluation, assessment, or reassessment to
determine eligibility of the veteran for the
program established under paragraph (1) that
only require the active participation of the
caregiver.

‘“(D)(i) The Secretary shall make reason-
able efforts to assist a caregiver and veteran
in obtaining evidence necessary to substan-
tiate the claims of the caregiver and veteran
in the application process for evaluation, as-
sessment, or reassessment for the program
established under paragraph (1).

‘“(ii)(I) As part of the assistance provided
to a caregiver or veteran under clause (i), the
Secretary shall make reasonable efforts to
obtain relevant private records that the
caregiver or veteran adequately identifies to
the Secretary.

‘“(IT) Whenever the Secretary, after mak-
ing reasonable efforts under subclause (I), is
unable to obtain all of the relevant records
sought, the Secretary shall notify the care-
giver and veteran that the Secretary is un-
able to obtain records with respect to the
claim, which shall include—

‘“(aa) an identification of the records the
Secretary is unable to obtain;

‘“(bb) a brief explanation of the efforts that
the Secretary made to obtain such records;
and

‘“(cc) an explanation that the Secretary
will make a determination based on the evi-
dence of record and that this clause does not
prohibit the submission of records at a later
date if such submission is otherwise allowed.

‘“(IIT) The Secretary shall make not fewer
than two requests to a custodian of a private
record in order for an effort to obtain such
record to be treated as reasonable under sub-
clause (I), unless it is made evident by the
first request that a second request would be
futile in obtaining such record.

‘(iii) Under regulations prescribed by the
Secretary, the Secretary—

‘“(I) shall encourage a caregiver and vet-
eran to submit relevant private medical
records of the veteran to the Secretary to
substantiate the claims of the caregiver and
veteran in the application process for eval-
uation, assessment, or reassessment for the
program established under paragraph (1) if
such submission does not burden the care-
giver or veteran; and

“(II) may require the caregiver or veteran
to authorize the Secretary to obtain such
relevant private medical records if such au-
thorization is required to comply with Fed-
eral, State, or local law.

“(17(A) The Secretary, in consultation
with a health care provider, neurological
specialist, or qualified mental health profes-
sional that is treating a veteran, shall waive
the reassessment requirement for the vet-
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eran for participation in the program estab-
lished under paragraph (1) if—

‘‘(i) the serious injury of the veteran under
paragraph (2) is significantly caused by a de-
generative or chronic condition; and

‘‘(ii) such condition is unlikely to improve
the dependency of the veteran for personal
care services.

‘“(B) The Secretary shall require a health
care provider, neurological specialist, or
qualified mental health professional that is
treating a veteran to certify at appropriate
intervals determined by the Secretary the
clinical decision of the provider, specialist,
or professional under subparagraph (A).

“(C) The Secretary may rescind a waiver
under subparagraph (A) with respect to a
veteran and require a reassessment of the
veteran if a health care provider, neuro-
logical specialist, or qualified mental health
professional that is treating the veteran
makes a clinical determination that the
level of dependency of the veteran for per-
sonal care services has diminished since the
last certification of the clinical decision of
the provider, specialist, or professional under
subparagraph (B).”.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—Subsection (d) of such
section, as amended by section 201(a)(3), is
further amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraph (5) as para-
graph (6);

(2) by inserting after paragraph (4) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (5):

‘() The term ‘neurological specialist’
means a neurologist, neuropsychiatrist,
physiatrist, geriatrician, certified brain in-
jury specialist, neurology nurse, neurology
nurse practitioner, neurology physician as-
sistant, or such other licensed medical pro-
fessional as the Secretary considers appro-
priate.”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

(7)) The term ‘qualified mental health pro-
fessional’ means a psychiatrist, psychologist,
licensed clinical social worker, psychiatric
nurse, licensed professional mental health
counselor, or other licensed mental health
professional as the Secretary considers ap-
propriate.”’.

SEC. 203. AUTHORITY FOR SECRETARY OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS TO AWARD GRANTS
TO ENTITIES TO IMPROVE PROVI-
SION OF MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT
TO FAMILY CAREGIVERS OF VET-
ERANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter
17 of title 38, United States Code, as amended
by section 104(a)(1), is further amended by
adding at the end the following new section:
“§1720L. Grants to provide mental health

support to family caregivers of veterans

‘‘(a) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this
section to provide for assistance by the Sec-
retary to entities to carry out programs that
improve the provision of mental health sup-
port to the family caregivers of veterans par-
ticipating in the family caregiver program.

“(b) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary may
award grants to carry out, coordinate, im-
prove, or otherwise enhance mental health
counseling, treatment, or support to the
family caregivers of veterans participating
in the family caregiver program.

‘‘(c) APPLICATION.—(1) To be eligible for a
grant under this section, an entity shall sub-
mit to the Secretary an application therefor
at such time, in such manner, and con-
taining such information as the Secretary
may require.

‘“(2) Each application submitted under
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

““(A) A detailed plan for the use of the
grant.

‘““(B) A description of the programs or ef-
forts through which the entity will meet the
outcome measures developed by the Sec-
retary under subsection (g).
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“(C) A description of how the entity will
distribute grant amounts equitably among
areas with varying levels of urbanization.

‘(D) A plan for how the grant will be used
to meet the unique needs of veterans resid-
ing in rural areas, American Indian or Alas-
ka Native veterans, elderly veterans, women
veterans, and veterans from other under-
served communities.

‘(d) DISTRIBUTION.—The Secretary shall
seek to ensure that grants awarded under
this section are equitably distributed among
entities located in States with varying levels
of urbanization.

““(e) PRIORITY.—The Secretary shall
prioritize awarding grants under this section
that will serve the following areas:

‘(1) Areas with high rates of veterans en-
rolled in the family caregiver program.

‘(2) Areas with high rates of—

‘“(A) suicide among veterans; or

““(B) referrals to the Veterans Crisis Line.

“(f) REQUIRED ACTIVITIES.—Any grant
awarded under this section shall be used—

‘(1) to expand existing programs, activi-
ties, and services;

‘“(2) to establish new or additional pro-
grams, activities, and services; or

¢“(3) for travel and transportation to facili-
tate carrying out paragraph (1) or (2).

‘‘(g) OUTCOME MEASURES.—(1) The Sec-
retary shall develop and provide to each en-
tity that receives a grant under this section
written guidance on the following:

“(A) Outcome measures.

‘“(B) Policies of the Department.

*(2) In developing outcome measures under
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall consider
the following goals:

““(A) Increasing the utilization of mental
health services among family caregivers of
veterans participating in the family care-
giver program.

‘“(B) Reducing barriers to mental health
services among family caregivers of veterans
participating in such program.

“(h) TRACKING REQUIREMENTS.—(1) The
Secretary shall establish appropriate track-
ing requirements with respect to the entities
receiving a grant under this section.

‘“(2) Not less frequently than annually, the
Secretary shall submit to Congress a report
on such tracking requirements.

‘(i) PERFORMANCE REVIEW.—The Secretary
shall—

‘(1) review the performance of each entity
that receives a grant under this section; and

“(2) make information regarding such per-
formance publicly available.

““(j) REMEDIATION PLAN.—(1) In the case of
an entity that receives a grant under this
section and does not meet the outcome
measures developed by the Secretary under
subsection (g), the Secretary shall require
the entity to submit to the Secretary a re-
mediation plan under which the entity shall
describe how and when it plans to meet such
outcome measures.

*“(2) The Secretary may not award a subse-
quent grant under this section to an entity
described in paragraph (1) unless the Sec-
retary approves the remediation plan sub-
mitted by the entity under such paragraph.

(k) MAXIMUM AMOUNT.—The amount of a
grant awarded under this section may not
exceed 10 percent of amounts made available
for grants under this section for the fiscal
year in which the grant is awarded.

‘(1) SUPPLEMENT, NOT SUPPLANT.—ANy
grant awarded under this section shall be
used to supplement and not supplant funding
that is otherwise available through the De-
partment to provide mental health support
among family caregivers of veterans partici-
pating in the family caregiver program.

“‘(m) FUNDING.—(1) Amounts for the activi-
ties of the Department under this section
shall be budgeted and appropriated through a
separate appropriation account.
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‘“(2) In the budget justification materials
submitted to Congress in support of the
budget of the Department for any fiscal year
(as submitted with the budget of the Presi-
dent under section 1105(a) of title 31), the
Secretary shall include a separate statement
of the amount requested to be appropriated
for that fiscal year for the account specified
in paragraph (1).

‘“‘(n) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary for each of fiscal years 2023
through 2025 $50,000,000 to carry out this sec-
tion.

‘‘(0) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The terms ‘caregiver’ and ‘family care-
giver’ have the meanings given those terms
in section 1720G(d) of this title.

‘“(2) The term ‘family caregiver program’
means the program of comprehensive assist-
ance for family caregivers under section
1720G(a) of this title.

‘“(3) The term ‘Veterans Crisis Line’ means
the toll-free hotline for veterans established
under section 1720F(h) of this title.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of such subchapter,
as amended by section 104(a)(2), is further
amended by adding at the end the following
new item:

““1720L. Grants to provide mental health sup-
port to family caregivers of vet-
erans.”’.

SEC. 204. COMPTROLLER GENERAL REPORT ON
MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT FOR
CAREGIVERS.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Comptroller General of the United
States shall submit to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of
Representatives a report on the provision of
mental health support to caregivers of vet-
erans.

(b) CONTENTS.—The report submitted under
subsection (a) shall include the following:

(1) An assessment of the need for mental
health support among caregivers partici-
pating in the caregiver programs.

(2) An assessment of options for mental
health support in facilities of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs and in the commu-
nity for caregivers participating in the care-
giver programs.

(3) An assessment of the availability and
accessibility of mental health support in fa-
cilities of the Department and in the com-
munity for caregivers participating in the
caregiver programs.

(4) An assessment of the awareness among
caregivers of the availability of mental
health support in facilities of the Depart-
ment and in the community for caregivers
participating in the caregiver programs.

(5) An assessment of barriers to mental
health support in facilities of the Depart-
ment and in the community for caregivers
participating in the caregiver programs.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CAREGIVER.—The term ‘‘caregiver” has
the meaning given that term in section
1720G(d) of title 38, United States Code.

(2) CAREGIVER PROGRAMS.—The term ‘‘care-
giver programs’ means—

(A) the program of comprehensive assist-
ance for family caregivers under subsection
(a) of section 1720G of title 38, United States
Code; and

(B) the program of support services for
caregivers under subsection (b) of such sec-
tion.

TITLE ITI—MEDICINAL CANNABIS
RESEARCH

SEC. 301. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:

(1) COVERED VETERAN.—The term ‘‘covered
veteran’ means a veteran who is enrolled in
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the patient enrollment system of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs established and op-
erated under section 1705(a) of title 38,
United States Code.

(2) SECRETARY.— The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Veterans Affairs.
SEC. 302. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

LARGE-SCALE, MIXED METHODS,
RETROSPECTIVE QUALITATIVE
STUDY ON THE EFFECTS OF CAN-
NABIS ON CERTAIN HEALTH OUT-
COMES OF VETERANS WITH CHRON-
IC PAIN AND POST-TRAUMATIC
STRESS DISORDER.

(a) STUDY REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, through
the Office of Research and Development of
the Department of Veterans Affairs, shall
carry out a large-scale, mixed methods, ret-
rospective, and qualitative study on the ef-
fects of cannabis on the health outcomes of
covered veterans diagnosed with chronic
pain and covered veterans diagnosed with
post-traumatic stress disorder.

(2) OBSERVATIONAL STUDY.—The study re-
quired by paragraph (1) shall be conducted as
an observational study on the effects of can-
nabis use on the health of covered veterans.

(3) ELEMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The study required by
paragraph (1) shall—

(i) triangulate a range of data sources;

(ii) compare the positive and negative
health outcomes of covered veterans who use
cannabis, utilizing outcomes that can be
measured in an electronic health record of
the Department and through data sets of the
Department relating to claims for benefits
under the laws administered by the Sec-
retary;

(iii) elicit the positive and negative out-
comes of cannabis use for covered veterans
through semi-structured interviews;

(iv) estimate current and future health
system needs to address positive and nega-
tive outcomes of cannabis use for covered
veterans;

(v) include a qualitative, open-ended sur-
vey provided to covered veterans who have
sought care from the Department for chronic
pain or post-traumatic stress disorder during
the five-year period preceding the survey;
and

(vi) include an assessment of—

(I) all records within the Veterans Health
Administration for covered veterans partici-
pating in the study; and

(IT) all records within the Veterans Bene-
fits Administration for covered veterans par-
ticipating in the study.

(B) HEALTH OUTCOMES.—A comparison of
health outcomes under subparagraph (A)(ii)
shall include an assessment of the following:

(i) The reduction or increase in opiate use
or dosage.

(ii) The reduction or
benzodiazepine use or dosage.

(iii) The reduction or change in use of
other types of medication.

(iv) The reduction or increase in alcohol
use.

(v) The reduction or increase in the preva-
lence of substance abuse disorders.

(vi) Sleep quality.

(vii) Osteopathic pain (including pain in-
tensity and pain-related outcomes).

(viii) Agitation.

(ix) Quality of life.

(x) Mortality and morbidity.

(xi) Hospital readmissions.

(xii) Any newly developed or exacerbated
health conditions, including mental health
conditions.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall commence the im-
plementation of the study required by sub-
section (a)(1).

increase in
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(¢c) DURATION OF STUDY.—The study re-
quired by subsection (a)(1) shall be carried
out for an 18-month period.

(d) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the completion of the study required by
subsection (a)(1), the Secretary shall submit
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives a re-
port on the study.

(2) ABILITY TO CONDUCT CLINICAL TRIALS.—
The Secretary shall include in the report re-
quired by paragraph (1) an assessment of
whether the Secretary is able to meet the
criteria necessary to conduct the clinical
trials required under section 303, including
consideration of subsection (e)(1) of such sec-
tion.

SEC. 303. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
CLINICAL TRIALS ON THE EFFECTS
OF CANNABIS ON CERTAIN HEALTH
OUTCOMES OF VETERANS WITH
CHRONIC PAIN AND POST-TRAU-
MATIC STRESS DISORDER.

(a) CLINICAL TRIALS REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary indicates
in the report required by section 302(d) that
the Secretary is able to meet the criteria
necessary to proceed to clinical trials, com-
mencing not later than 180 days after the
submittal of that report, the Secretary shall
carry out a series of clinical trials on the ef-
fects of cannabis appropriate for investiga-
tional use, as determined by the Food and
Drug Administration under section 505(i) of
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
(21 U.S.C. 355(i)), on the health outcomes of
covered veterans diagnosed with chronic
pain and covered veterans diagnosed with
post-traumatic stress disorder.

(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—The clinical trials re-
quired by paragraph (1) shall include, as ap-
propriate, an evaluation of key symptoms,
clinical outcomes, and conditions associated
with chronic pain and post-traumatic stress
disorder, which may include—

(A) with respect to covered veterans diag-
nosed with chronic pain, an evaluation of the
effects of the use of cannabis on—

(i) osteopathic pain (including pain inten-
sity and pain-related outcomes);

(ii) the reduction or increase in opioid use
or dosage;

(iii) the reduction or
benzodiazepine use or dosage;

(iv) the reduction or increase in alcohol
use;

(v) the reduction or increase in the preva-
lence of substance use disorders;

(vi) inflammation;

(vii) sleep quality;

(viii) agitation;

(ix) quality of life;

(x) exacerbated or new mental health con-
ditions; and

(xi) suicidal ideation.

(B) with respect to covered veterans diag-
nosed with post-traumatic stress disorder, an
evaluation of the effects of the use of can-
nabis on—

(i) the symptoms of post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD) as established by or derived
from the clinician administered PTSD scale,
the PTSD checklist, the PTSD symptom
scale, the post-traumatic diagnostic scale,
and other applicable methods of evaluating
symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder;

(ii) the reduction or increase in
benzodiazepine use or dosage;

(iii) the reduction or increase in alcohol
use;

(iv) the reduction or increase in the preva-
lence of substance use disorders;

(v) mood;

(vi) anxiety;

(vii) social functioning;

(viii) agitation;
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(ix) suicidal ideation; and

(x) sleep quality, including frequency of
nightmares and night terrors.

(3) OPTIONAL ELEMENTS.—The clinical trials
required by paragraph (1) may include, as ap-
propriate, an evaluation of the effects of the
use of cannabis to treat chronic pain and
post-traumatic stress disorder on other
symptoms, clinical outcomes, and conditions
not covered by paragraph (2), which may in-
clude—

(A) pulmonary function;

(B) cardiovascular events;

(C) head, neck, and oral cancer;

(D) testicular cancer;

(E) ovarian cancer;

(F) transitional cell cancer;

(G) intestinal inflammation;

(H) motor vehicle accidents; or

(I) spasticity.

(b) LONG-TERM OBSERVATIONAL STUDY.—
The Secretary may carry out a long-term ob-
servational study of the participants in the
clinical trials required by subsection (a).

(c) TYPE OF CANNABIS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the clin-
ical trials required by subsection (a), the
Secretary shall study varying forms of can-
nabis, including whole plant raw material
and extracts, and may study varying routes
of administration.

(2) PLANT CULTIVARS.—Of the varying
forms of cannabis required under paragraph
(1), the Secretary shall study plant cultivars
with varying ratios of tetrahydrocannabinol
to cannabidiol.

(d) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than 18
months after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall—

(1) develop a plan to implement this sec-
tion and submit such plan to the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House
of Representatives; and

(2) issue any requests for proposals the
Secretary determines appropriate for such
implementation.

(e) TERMINATION OF CLINICAL TRIALS.—

(1) CLINICAL GUIDELINE REQUIREMENTS OR
EXCESSIVE RISK.—The Secretary may termi-
nate the clinical trials required by sub-
section (a) if the Secretary determines that
the Department of Veterans Affairs is unable
to meet clinical guideline requirements nec-
essary to conduct such trials or the clinical
trials would create excessive risk to partici-
pants.

(2) COMPLETION UPON SUBMITTAL OF FINAL
REPORT.—The Secretary may terminate the
clinical trials required by subsection (a)
upon submittal of the final report required
under subsection (£)(2).

(f) REPORTS.—

(1) PERIODIC REPORTS.—During the five-
year period beginning on the date of the
commencement of clinical trials required by
subsection (a), the Secretary shall submit
periodically, but not less frequently than an-
nually, to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the Senate and the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives reports on the implementation of this
section.

(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than one year
after the completion of the five-year period
specified in paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall submit to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives a final report on the implementation of
this section.

SEC. 304. ADMINISTRATION OF STUDY AND CLIN-
ICAL TRIALS.

(a) DEMOGRAPHIC REPRESENTATION.—In car-
rying out the study required by section 302
and the clinical trials required by section
303, the Secretary shall ensure representa-
tion in such study and trials of demographics
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that represent the population of veterans in
the United States, as determined by the
most recently available data from the Amer-
ican Community Survey of the Bureau of the
Census.

(b) DATA PRESERVATION.—The Secretary
shall ensure that the study required by sec-
tion 302 and the clinical trials required by
section 303 include a mechanism to ensure—

(1) the preservation of all data, including
all data sets and survey results, collected or
used for purposes of such study and trials in
a manner that will facilitate further re-
search; and

(2) registration of such data in the data-
base of privately and publicly funded clinical
studies maintained by the National Library
of Medicine (or successor database).

(c) ANONYMOUS DATA.—The Secretary shall
ensure that data relating to any study or
clinical trial conducted under this Act is
anonymized and cannot be traced back to an
individual patient.

(d) EFFECT ON OTHER BENEFITS.—The eligi-
bility or entitlement of a covered veteran to
any other benefit under the laws adminis-
tered by the Secretary or any other provi-
sion of law shall not be affected by the par-
ticipation of the covered veteran in the
study under section 302, a clinical trial under
section 303(a), or a study under section
303(b).

(e) EFFECT ON OTHER LAWS.—Nothing in
this Act shall affect or modify—

(1) the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic
Act (21 U.S.C. 301 et seq.);

(2) section 351 of the Public Health Service
Act (42 U.S.C. 262); or

(3) the authority of the Commissioner of
Food and Drugs and the Secretary of Health
and Human Services—

(A) under—

(i) the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic
Act (21 U.S.C. 301 et seq.); or

(ii) section 351 of the Public Health Service
Act (42 U.S.C. 262); or

(B) to promulgate Federal regulations and
guidelines pertaining to cannabidiol, mari-
juana, or other subject matter addressed in
this title.

TITLE IV—HOUSING MATTERS
SEC. 401. IMPROVEMENTS TO PROGRAM FOR DI-
RECT HOUSING LOANS MADE TO NA-
TIVE AMERICAN VETERANS BY THE
SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITIES AND REQUIRE-
MENTS.—

(1) DIRECT HOUSING LOANS TO NATIVE AMER-
ICAN VETERANS.—Section 3762(a) of title 38,
United States Code, is amended to read as
follows:

‘“(a) The Secretary may make a direct
housing loan to a Native American veteran
under this subchapter if the Secretary en-
sures the following:

‘(1) That each Native American veteran to
whom the Secretary makes a direct housing
loan under this subchapter—

‘““(A) holds, possesses, or purchases using
the proceeds of the loan a meaningful inter-
est in a lot or dwelling (or both) that is lo-
cated on trust land; and

‘(B) will purchase, construct, or improve
(as the case may be) a dwelling on the lot
using the proceeds of the loan.

‘(2) That each such Native American vet-
eran will convey to the Secretary by an ap-
propriate instrument the interest referred to
in paragraph (1)(A) as security for a direct
housing loan under this subchapter.

‘(3) That the Secretary, including the Sec-
retary’s employees or agents, may enter
upon the trust land for the purposes of car-
rying out such actions as the Secretary de-
termines are necessary, including—

““(A) to evaluate the advisability of the
loan;
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‘(B) to monitor any purchase, construc-
tion, or improvements carried out using the
proceeds of the loan; and

‘(C) to manage any servicing or post-fore-
closure activities, including acquisition,
property inspections, and property manage-
ment.

‘“(4) That there are established standards
and procedures that apply to the foreclosure
of the interest conveyed by a Native Amer-
ican veteran pursuant to paragraph (2), in-
cluding—

““(A) procedures for foreclosing the inter-
est; and

‘(B) procedures for the resale of the lot or
dwelling (or both) purchased, constructed, or
improved using the proceeds of the loan.

‘() That the loan is made in a responsible
and prudent manner, subject to standards
and procedures as are necessary for the rea-
sonable protection of the financial interests
of the United States.”.

(2) MEMORANDUMS OF UNDERSTANDING,
AGREEMENTS, AND DETERMINATIONS.—Section
3762(b) of such title is amended to read as fol-
lows:

“(b)(1) To carry out the purpose of sub-
section (a), the Secretary may—

‘““(A) enter into a memorandum of under-
standing with a tribal organization, other
entity, or individual;

‘“(B) rely on agreements or determinations
of other Federal agencies to guarantee, in-
sure, or make loans on trust land; and

‘(C) enter into other agreements or take
such other actions as the Secretary deter-
mines necessary.

“(2) If the Secretary determines that the
requirements under subsection (a) are not
being enforced by a tribal organization,
other entity, or individual that is a party to
any memorandum of understanding, agree-
ment, or determination described in para-
graph (1), the Secretary may cease making
new direct housing loans to Native Ameri-
cans veterans under this subchapter within
the area of the authority of the tribal orga-
nization, other entity, or individual (as the
case may be).”.

(b) DIRECT LOANS TO NATIVE AMERICAN
VETERANS TO REFINANCE EXISTING MORTGAGE
LoOANS.—Section 3762(h) of such title is
amended to read as follows:

‘“(h) The Secretary may make direct loans
to Native American veterans in order to en-
able such veterans to refinance existing
mortgage loans for any of the following pur-
poses:

‘(1) To refinance an existing loan made
under this section, if the loan—

““(A) meets the requirements set forth in
subparagraphs (B), (C), and (E) of paragraph
(1) of section 3710(e) of this title;

‘(B) will bear an interest rate at least one
percentage point less than the interest rate
borne by the loan being refinanced; and

‘(C) complies with paragraphs (2) and (3) of
section 3710(e) of this title, except that for
the purposes of this subsection the reference
to subsection (a)(8) of section 3710 of this
title in such paragraphs (2) and (3) shall be
deemed to be a reference to this subsection.

‘“(2) To refinance an existing mortgage
loan not made under this section on a dwell-
ing owned and occupied by the veteran as the
veteran’s home, if all of the following re-
quirements are met:

‘“(A) The loan will be secured by the same
dwelling as was the loan being refinanced.

‘“(B) The loan will provide the veteran with
a net tangible benefit.

‘(C) The nature and condition of the prop-
erty is such as to be suitable for dwelling
purposes.

‘(D) The amount of the loan does not ex-
ceed either of the following:

‘(i) 100 percent of the reasonable value of
the dwelling, with such reasonable value de-
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termined under the procedures established
by the Secretary under subsection (d)(2).

‘(i1) An amount equal to the sum of the
balance of the loan being refinanced and
such closing costs (including any discount
points) as may be authorized by the Sec-
retary to be included in the loan.

‘(E) Notwithstanding subparagraph (D), if
a loan is made for both the purpose of this
paragraph and to make energy efficiency im-
provements, the loan must not exceed either
of the following:

‘(1) 100 percent of the reasonable value of
the dwelling as improved for energy effi-
ciency, with such reasonable value deter-
mined under the procedures established by
the Secretary under subsection (d)(2).

‘“(ii) The amount referred to under sub-
paragraph (D)(ii), plus the applicable amount
specified under section 3710(d)(2) of this title.

‘“(F) The loan meets all other requirements
the Secretary may establish under this sub-
chapter.

‘(G) The existing mortgage being refi-
nanced is a first lien on the property and se-
cured of record.

‘“(3) To refinance an existing mortgage
loan to repair, alter, or improve a dwelling
owned by the veteran and occupied by the
veteran as the veteran’s home, if all of the
following requirements are met:

‘“(A) The loan will be secured by the same
dwelling as was the loan being refinanced.

‘(B) The nature and condition of the prop-
erty is such as to be suitable for dwelling
purposes, and the repair, alteration, or im-
provement substantially protects or im-
proves the basic livability or utility of such
property.

“(C) The amount of the loan, including the
costs of repairs, alterations, and improve-
ments, does not exceed either of the fol-
lowing:

‘(i) 100 percent of the reasonable value of
the dwelling as repaired, altered, or im-
proved, with such reasonable value deter-
mined under the procedures established by
the Secretary under subsection (d)(2).

‘(i) An amount equal to the sum of—

“(I) the balance of the loan being refi-
nanced;

‘(IT) the actual cost of repairs, alterations,
or improvements; and

‘“(III) such closing costs (including any dis-
count points) as may be authorized by the
Secretary to be included in the loan.

‘(D) The loan meets all other requirements
the Secretary may establish under this sub-
chapter.

‘“(E) The existing mortgage loan being refi-
nanced is a first lien on the property and se-
cured of record.”.

(c) EXPANSION OF OUTREACH PROGRAM ON
AVAILABILITY OF DIRECT HOUSING LOANS FOR
NATIVE AMERICAN VETERANS.—Section
3762(1)(2) of such title is amended by adding
at the end the following new subparagraph:

‘(G) Pursuant to subsection (g)(4), assist-
ing Native American veterans in qualifying
for mortgage financing by—

‘“(i) partnering with local service pro-
viders, such as tribal organizations, tribally
designated housing entities, Native commu-
nity development financial institutions, and
nonprofit organizations, for conducting out-
reach, homebuyer education, housing coun-
seling, and post-purchase education; and

‘(i) providing other technical assistance
as needed.

‘‘(H) Attending conferences and conven-
tions conducted by the network of Native
community development financial institu-
tions and other Native American homeown-
ership organizations to provide information
and training to Native community develop-
ment financial institutions about the avail-
ability of the relending program under sec-
tion 3762A of this title.”.
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(d) ADEQUATE PERSONNEL.—Section 3762 of
such title is amended by adding at the end
the following new subsection:

‘“(k) The Secretary shall assign a sufficient
number of personnel of the Department dedi-
cated to carrying out the authority of the
Secretary under this subchapter, including
construction and valuation specialists to as-
sist with issues unique to new construction
and renovations on trust land.”.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—Section 3765 of such title
is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by amending subparagraph (C) to read
as follows:

¢(C) is located in the State of Alaska with-
in a region established under section 7(a) of
the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (43
U.S.C. 1606(a));”’;

(B) in subparagraph (D), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting a semicolon;
and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraphs:

‘“(BE) is defined by the Secretary of the In-
terior and recognized by the United States as
land over which an Indian Tribe has govern-
mental dominion; or

‘“(F') is on any land that the Secretary de-
termines is provided to Native American vet-
erans because of their status as Native
Americans.”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

‘(6) The term ‘community development fi-
nancial institution’ has the meaning given
that term in section 103 of the Community
Development Banking and Financial Institu-
tions Act of 1994 (12 U.S.C. 4702).

“(7) The term ‘Indian Tribe’ means any In-
dian tribe, band, nation, or other organized
group or community, including any Alaska
Native village or regional or village corpora-
tion as defined in or established pursuant to
the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (43
U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), which is recognized as el-
igible for the special programs and services
provided by the United States to Indians be-
cause of their status as Indians.

‘(8) The term ‘Native community develop-
ment financial institution’ means any enti-
ty—

‘“(A) that has been certified as a commu-
nity development financial institution by
the Secretary of the Treasury;

‘(B) that is not less than 51 percent owned
or controlled by Native Americans; and

¢“(C) for which not less than 51 percent of
the activities of the entity serve Native
Americans.

‘(9) The term ‘net tangible benefit’ shall
have such meaning as the Secretary deter-
mines appropriate, but shall include the refi-
nance of an interim construction loan.

‘“(10) The term ‘other technical assistance’
means services to assist a Native American
veteran to navigate the steps necessary for
securing a mortgage loan on trust land, in-
cluding pre-development activities related to
utilities, identifying appropriate residential
construction services, and obtaining lease
clearances and title status reports from the
applicable tribal organization or the Bureau
of Indian Affairs.

‘(11) The term ‘tribally designated housing
entity’ has the meaning given that term in
section 4 of the Native American Housing
Assistance and Self-Determination Act of
1996 (25 U.S.C. 4103).”.

(f) INTEREST RATE REDUCTION FINANCING
LOAN.—Section 3729(b)(4)(F) of such title is
amended by striking ‘‘3762(h)”’ and inserting
<3762(h)(1)”.

(g) REGULATIONS.—Section 3761 of such
title is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection:
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‘“(c) The Secretary shall prescribe such
regulations as may be necessary to carry out
this subchapter.”.

SEC. 402. NATIVE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FI-
NANCIAL INSTITUTION RELENDING
PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter V of chapter
37 of title 38, United States Code, is amended
by inserting after section 3762 the following
new section:

“§3762A. Native community development fi-
nancial institution relending program

‘‘(a) PURPOSE.—The Secretary may make a
loan to a Native community development fi-
nancial institution for the purpose of allow-
ing the institution to relend loan amounts to
qualified Native American veterans, subject
to the requirements of this section.

““(b) STANDARDS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish standards to be used in evaluating
whether to make a loan to a Native commu-
nity development financial institution under
this section.

‘‘(2) REQUIREMENTS.—In establishing stand-
ards under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall
ensure that a Native community develop-
ment financial institution—

‘“(A) is able to originate and service loans
for single-family homes;

‘(B) is able to operate the relending pro-
gram in a manner consistent with the mis-
sion of the Department to serve veterans;
and

‘(C) uses loan amounts received under this
section only for the purpose of relending, as
described in subsection (c), to Native Amer-
ican veterans.

“‘(c) RELENDING REQUIREMENTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A Native community de-
velopment financial institution that receives
a loan under this section shall use the loan
amounts to make loans to Native American
veterans residing on trust land.

‘“(2) REQUIREMENTS.—A loan to a Native
American veteran made by a Native commu-
nity development financial institution under
paragraph (1) shall—

““(A) be limited either to the purpose of
purchase, construction, or improvement of a
dwelling located on trust land or to the refi-
nance of an existing mortgage loan for a
dwelling on trust land, consistent with the
requirements of section 3762(h) of this title;
and

‘“(B) comply with such terms and condi-
tions as the Secretary determines are nec-
essary to protect against predatory lending,
including the interest rate charged on a loan
to a Native American veteran.

‘‘(d) REPAYMENT.—A loan made to a Native
community development financial institu-
tion under this section shall—

‘(1) be payable to the Secretary upon such
terms and conditions as are prescribed in
regulations pursuant to this subchapter; and

‘(2) bear interest at a rate of one percent.

‘‘(e) OVERSIGHT.—Subject to notice and op-
portunity for a hearing, whenever the Sec-
retary finds with respect to loans made
under subsections (a) or (¢) that any Native
community development financial institu-
tion has failed to maintain adequate loan ac-
counting records, to demonstrate proper
ability to service loans adequately, or to ex-
ercise proper credit judgment, or that such
Native community development financial in-
stitution has willfully or negligently en-
gaged in practices otherwise detrimental to
the interest of veterans or of the Govern-
ment, the Secretary may take such actions
as the Secretary determines necessary to
protect veterans or the Government, such as
requiring immediate repayment of any loans
made under subsection (a) and the assign-
ment to the Secretary of loans made under
subsection (c).”.
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(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 37 of
such title is amended by inserting after the
item relating to section 3762 the following
new item:
¢“3762A. Native community development fi-

nancial institution relending
program.’’.

(c) NATIVE AMERICAN VETERAN HOUSING
LOAN PROGRAM ACCOUNT.—Section 3763 of
such title is amended by adding at the end
the following new subsection:

“(c) Of amounts available in the Account,
the Secretary may use for loans made under
section 3762A of this title—

(1) in fiscal year 2024, not more than
$5,000,000; and

‘“(2) in any fiscal year after fiscal year 2024,
an amount as determined necessary by the
Secretary to meet the demand for such
loans.”.

SEC. 403. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
HOUSING LOAN FEES.

The loan fee table in section 3729(b)(2) of
title 38, United States Code, as most recently
amended by section 204 of the Joseph Max-
well Cleland and Robert Joseph Dole Memo-
rial Veterans Benefits and Health Care Im-
provement Act of 2022 (division U of Public
Law 117-328), is further amended by striking
‘“November 14, 2031’ each place it appears
and inserting ‘‘March 14, 2032"".

TITLE V—OTHER MATTERS
SEC. 501. AUTHORITY FOR SECRETARY OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS TO AWARD GRANTS
TO STATES TO IMPROVE OUTREACH
TO VETERANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 63 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating sections 6307 and 6308
and sections 6308 and 6309, respectively; and

(2) by inserting after section 6306 the fol-
lowing new section 6307:

“§6307. Grants to States to improve outreach
to veterans

‘“(a) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this
section to provide for assistance by the Sec-
retary to States to carry out programs that
improve outreach and assistance to veterans
and the spouses, children, and parents of vet-
erans, to ensure that such individuals are
fully informed about, and assisted in apply-
ing for, any veterans and veterans-related
benefits and programs (including State vet-
erans programs) for which they may be eligi-
ble.

“(b) AUTHORITY.—The
award grants to States—

‘(1) to carry out, coordinate, improve, or
otherwise enhance—

‘“(A) outreach activities; or

“(B) activities to assist in the development
and submittal of claims for veterans and vet-
erans-related benefits; or

“(2) to increase the number of county or
tribal veterans service officers serving in the
State by hiring new, additional such officers.

‘‘(c) APPLICATION.—(1) To be eligible for a
grant under this section, a State shall sub-
mit to the Secretary an application therefor
at such time, in such manner, and con-
taining such information as the Secretary
may require.

‘“(2) Each application submitted under
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

‘“(A) A detailed plan for the use of the
grant.

‘“(B) A description of the programs through
which the State will meet the outcome
measures developed by the Secretary under
subsection (i).

‘“(C) A description of how the State will
distribute grant amounts equitably among
counties with varying levels of urbanization.

‘(D) A plan for how the grant will be used
to meet the unique needs of American Indian
veterans, Alaska Native veterans, or Native
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Hawaiian veterans, elderly veterans, women
veterans, and veterans from other under-
served communities.

‘(d) DISTRIBUTION.—The Secretary shall
seek to ensure that grants awarded under
this section are equitably distributed among
States with varying levels of urbanization.

““(e) PRIORITY.—The Secretary shall
prioritize awarding grants under this section
that will serve the following areas:

‘(1) Areas with a critical shortage of coun-
ty or tribal veterans service officers.

‘(2) Areas with high rates of—

‘“(A) suicide among veterans; or

‘(B) referrals to the Veterans Crisis Line.

“(f) USE OF COUNTY OR TRIBAL VETERANS
SERVICE OFFICERS.—A State that receives a
grant under this section to carry out an ac-
tivity described in subsection (b)(1) shall
carry out the activity through—

‘(1) a county or tribal veterans service of-
ficer of the State; or

¢“(2) if the State does not have a county or
tribal veterans service officer, or if the coun-
ty or tribal veterans service officers of the
State cover only a portion of that State, an
appropriate entity of a State, local, or tribal
government, or another publicly funded enti-
ty, as determined by the Secretary.

‘(g) REQUIRED ACTIVITIES.—Any grant
awarded under this section shall be used—

‘(1) to expand existing programs, activi-
ties, and services;

‘(2) to hire new, additional county or trib-
al veterans service officers; or

““(3) for travel and transportation to facili-
tate carrying out paragraph (1) or (2).

““(h) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—A grant
under this section may be used to provide
education and training, including on-the-job
training, for State, county, local, and tribal
government employees who provide (or when
trained will provide) veterans outreach serv-
ices in order for those employees to obtain
accreditation in accordance with procedures
approved by the Secretary.

‘(i) OUTCOME MEASURES.—(1) The Sec-
retary shall develop and provide to each
State that receives a grant under this sec-
tion written guidance on the following:

“‘(A) Outcome measures.

‘“(B) Policies of the Department.

‘“(2) In developing outcome measures under
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall consider
the following goals:

““(A) Increasing the use of veterans and
veterans-related benefits, particularly
among vulnerable populations.

‘(B) Increasing the number of county and
tribal veterans service officers recognized by
the Secretary for the representation of vet-
erans under chapter 59 of this title.

““(j) TRACKING REQUIREMENTS.—(1) With re-
spect to each grant awarded under this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall track the use of
veterans and veterans-related Dbenefits
among the population served by the grant,
including the average period of time between
the date on which a veteran applies for such
a benefit and the date on which the veteran
receives the benefit, disaggregated by type of
benefit.

‘“(2) Not less frequently than annually, the
Secretary shall submit to Congress a report
on the information tracked under paragraph
.

“(k) PERFORMANCE REVIEW.—(1) The Sec-
retary shall—

“‘(A) review the performance of each State
that receives a grant under this section; and

“(B) make information regarding such per-
formance publicly available.

‘(1) REMEDIATION PLAN.—(1) In the case of
a State that receives a grant under this sec-
tion and does not meet the outcome meas-
ures developed by the Secretary under sub-
section (i), the Secretary shall require the
State to submit a remediation plan under
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which the State shall describe how and when
it plans to meet such outcome measures.

‘“(2) The Secretary may not award a subse-
quent grant under this section to a State de-
scribed in paragraph (1) unless the Secretary
approves the remediation plan submitted by
the State.

““(m) MAXIMUM AMOUNT.—The amount of a
grant awarded under this section may not
exceed 10 percent of amounts made available
for grants under this section for the fiscal
year in which the grant is awarded.

‘“(n) SUPPLEMENT, NOT SUPPLANT.—ANY
grant awarded under this section shall be
used to supplement and not supplant State
and local funding that is otherwise available.

‘‘(0) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The term ‘county or tribal veterans
service officer’ includes a local equivalent
veterans service officer.

‘“(2) The term ‘Veterans Crisis Line’ means
the toll-free hotline for veterans established
under section 1720F(h) of this title.

‘““(p) FUNDING.—(1) Amounts for the activi-
ties of the Department under this section
shall be budgeted and appropriated through a
separate appropriation account.

‘(2) In the budget justification materials
submitted to Congress in support of the De-
partment budget for any fiscal year (as sub-
mitted with the budget of the President
under section 1105(a) of title 31), the Sec-
retary shall include a separate statement of
the amount requested to be appropriated for
that fiscal year for the account specified in
paragraph (1).

“(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary for each of fiscal years 2023, 2024,
and 2025, $50,000,000 to carry out this sec-
tion.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 63 of
such title is amended by striking the items
relating to sections 6307 and 6308 and insert-
ing the following new items:

“6307. Grants to States to improve outreach
to veterans.

“6308. Outreach for eligible dependents.

¢6309. Biennial report to Congress.”’.

————————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
have seven requests for committees to
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, April 20, 2023, at 10 a.m.,
to conduct a subcommittee hearing.

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet in closed and open
session during the session of the Sen-
ate on Thursday, April 20, 2023, at 8
a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, April 20, 2023, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, April 20, 2023, at
10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on a nom-
ination.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Thursday, April 20, 2023,
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on The Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, April 20,
2023, at 10 a.m., to conduct an execu-
tive business meeting.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

The Special Committee on Aging is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, April 20,
2023, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

—————

NOTICE: REGISTRATION OF MASS
MAILINGS

The filing date for the 2023 first quar-
ter Mass Mailing report is Tuesday,
April 25, 2023. An electronic option is
available on Webster that will allow
forms to be submitted via a fillable
PDF document. If your office did no

mass mailings during this period,
please submit a form that states
‘“‘none.”

Mass mailing registrations or nega-
tive reports can be submitted elec-
tronically at http:/webster.senate.gov/
secretary/mass mailing form.htm or e-
mailed to
OPR_ MassMailings@sec.senate.gov.

For further information, please con-

tact the Senate Office of Public
Records at (202) 224-0322.
———

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, APRIL 21,
2023, THROUGH TUESDAY, APRIL
25, 2023

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned to convene for a pro
forma session, with no business being
conducted, at 10 a.m. on Friday, April
21; that when the Senate adjourns on
Friday, it stand adjourned until 3 p.m.
on Tuesday, April 25; that on Tuesday,
following the prayer and pledge, the
morning hour be deemed expired, the
Journal of proceedings be approved to
date, the time for the two leaders be
reserved for their use later in the day,
and morning business be closed; that
following the conclusion of morning
business, the Senate proceed to execu-
tive session and resume consideration
of the Jacobs nomination; further, that
the cloture motions filed during to-
day’s session ripen at 5:30 p.m. on Tues-
day, April 25.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

April 20, 2023

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 3:30 p.m., adjourned until Friday,
April 21, 2023, at 10 a.m.

——————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:
IN THE AIR FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be lieutenant general

LT. GEN. SCOTT L. PLEUS

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be lieutenant general

BRIG. GEN. DALE R. WHITE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be lieutenant general

MAJ. GEN. DAVID A. HARRIS, JR.

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be lieutenant general

MAJ. GEN. DAVID R. IVERSON

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be general

LT. GEN. KEVIN B. SCHNEIDER

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be lieutenant general
MAJ. GEN. LAURA L. LENDERMAN
IN THE ARMY
THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
AS CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE ARMY AND APPOINTMENT IN
THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND

RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 601
AND 7033:

To be general

GEN. RANDY A. GEORGE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be lieutenant general
MAJ. GEN. DAVID M. HODNE
IN THE MARINE CORPS
THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
AS COMMANDER, MARINE FORCES RESERVE, AND AP-
POINTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RE-
SERVE TO THE GRADE INDICATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A

POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER
TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 601 AND 8084:

To be lieutenant general

MAJ. GEN. LEONARD F. ANDERSON IV

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS TO THE GRADE
INDICATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPOR-
TANCE AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C.,
SECTION 601:

To be lieutenant general
MAJ. GEN. ROGER B. TURNER, JR.
IN THE NAVY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
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